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OXPOED 

ELECTION  COMMISSION. 


FIRST  DAY.— FRIDAY,  Oct.  1. 

The  Foyal  Commiraion  to  enquire  into  alleged  corrupt 
practices  at  the  late  Parliamentary  Election  for  the  City 
of  Oxford,. was  commenced  on  Friday,  October  1,  in  the 
Grown  Coart,  County  Hall.  The  Commissioners  were 
Lewis  William  Cave,  Esq.,  Q.C.  (President),  Hugh 
Cowie,  Esq.,  and  Edward  Kidley,  Esq. 

The  events  which  led  to  the  appointment  of  the  Royal 
Commission  were  as  follows  :— The  election,  oonsequenfe 
upon  a  dissolution  of  Parliament,  took  place  on  the  1st  of 
April,  the  candidates  being  Sir  W,  V.  H&rcnurt  and  Mr. 
J.  W.  Chitty,  Q.O.,  (Liberals),  and  Mr.  A.W.  Hall  (Con- 
servative). The  two  former  were  returned,  the  numbers 
polled  being  as  follows  : — 

Harcourt 2,771 

Chitty       2,669 

Hall  2,659 

Majority  for  Harcourt  ...  112 

Ditto       Chitty  ^ '     10 

Sir  W.  Harcourt  being  appointed  Secretary  of  State  for 
l^e  Home  Department  in  Mr.  Gladstone's  Administration, 
a  writ  wan  issued  for  a  new  election,  which  tookplace  on 
May  8.    His  re-election  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Hidl  and 
resulted  as  follows  : — 

Jciaxi  ,,.         ...         ...         ,,,         i.,  iO(^ 

Harcourt 2,681 

Majority  for  Hall  54 

The  Liberals  presented  a  petition  against  the  return  of  Mr, 
Hall  on  the  ground  of  bribery,  treating,  and  undue  in- 
fluence, and  the  hearing  took  place  before  Mr.  Justice 
Lush  and  Mr.  Justice  Manistv,  on  August  2,  3,  and  4. 
Mr.  Hall  was  declared  unduly  elected,  and  the  Judges 
having  reported  to  the  House  of  Cummons  that  "  they 
had  reason  to  believe  that  corrupt  practices  entensively 
prevailed  at  the  last  election,"  a  Koyal  Commission  was 
appointed. 


The  Seobitaet  (Mr.  Horace  Smith)  having  read  the 
Queen's  Commission  for  the  enquiry, 

The  Pbesidknt  said, — Gentlemen,  you  have  heard  the 
Commission  of  Her  Majesty  read,  and  you  are  aware  my 
ooUeagues  and  myself  have  been  appointed  to  enquire 
into  oormpt  practices  alleged  to  have  prevailed  at  the 
late  election.  It  will  be  our  duty  to  make  a  full  and 
searching  enqtury,  and  we  trust  in  the  enquiry  we  shall 
be  assisted  by  all  those  who  are  able  to  give  us  informa- 
Hon  in  tha  matter.  Our  attention  will  be  naturally 
turned,  in  the  first  place,  to  the  form  of  corruption  alluded 
to  in  the  report  of  the  learned  judges  (Mr.  Justice 
Lush  and  Mr.  Justice  Manisty)  viz.,  the  profuse  expendi« 
ture  in  the  employment  of  clerks,  messengers,  and  others, 
^hich,  judging  from  the  remarks  made  by  the  learned 
fudges,  appear  to  have  been  common  to  both  parties  at 
the  recent  election.  We  shall  have  occasion  to  enquire 
into  such  other  forms  of  coirupt  practices  as  appear 
before  us.  Nor  will  our  enquiries  he  limited  to  the  late  elec- 
tion. The  Act  of  Parliament  under  which  we  are  appointed 
provides  that  when  we  are  satisfied  corrupt  practices  pre« 
vailed  at  the  election  which  we  are  primarily  to  enquire 
into,  viz.,  the  election  of  May  last,  we  shall  then 
proceed  to  make  enquiry  into  the  preceding  election,  and 
so  continually  backward  until  we  arrive  at  the  elf ction 
which  appears  to  have  been  free  from  corruption.  As  I 
have  said,  in  that  enquiry  we  look  for  assistance  from ' 
those  of  you  who  are  able  to  give  it,  and  we  beg  that 
those  who  are  in  that  position  to  do  so  will  communicate 
with  the  Secretary,  or  his  chief  clerk,  and  give  them  such 
information  as  may  be  in  their  power.  It  is  our  deter- 
mination, however,  to  make  a  full  and  searching  enquiry, 
and  any  backwardness  in  giving  information  will  not  have 
the  result  of  preventing  that  enquiry  being  made,  al- 
though it  may  be  possiole  to  make  it  longer  in  its  dura- 
tion. That  will  be  a  matter  to  be  much  regretted, 
because  this  enquiry  is  conducted  at  the  expense  of  the. 
City,  and  it  is  to  the  interest  of  every  one  in  the  City, 
and  it  is  our  desire,  that  it  should  be  as  short  as  is  con- 
sistent with  its  being  full  and  searching.  Witnesses  are 
bound  to  tell  us  all  that  they  know  in  the  matter.  They 
are  not  to  be  privileged  under  any  circumstances  from 
answering  enquiries  which  we  may  put  to  them.  But 
while  they  are  called  upon  and  compelled  to  divulge  all 
they  know,  the  Legislature  has  taken  care,  at  the  same 
time,  to  a£ford  them  the  fullest  protection,  and  if  we 
are  satisfied  that  witnesses  called  before  us  honestly  tell 
ns  all  they  know  about  the  matter  we  are  empowered,  and 
indeed  required,  to  give  them  a  certificate  of  indemnity 
which  will  be  a  most  effective  protection  to  them  against 
the  consequences  of  any  illef^al  acts  which  they  may  have 
to  acknowledge  hereafter.  I  trust,  therefore,  under  these 
oircumstanees,  we  shall  find  a  disposition  and  willingness 


on  the  part  of  all  concerned  in  this  election  to  aid  us  in 
those  enqairies  which  we  are  empowered  and  determined  • 
to  make. 

The  first  witness  called  was  the  Mayor  of  Oxford  ' 
(Aid.  Galpin).  In  reply  to  the  President  he.  said :  I  was 
the  retamiog  officer  at  the  late  election.  I  received  the-  • 
writ  about  six  di^s  before  the  election,  which  took  place 
on  the  8th  of  May.  The  appointment  of  Sir  William 
fiarcourt  was  known  two  or  three  days  previoos  to  my 
receiving  the  writ. 

The  President— Oxford  has  returned  two  members  from 
time  immemorial. 

The  Mayor— Yes. 

The  President —  Can  yon  tell  me  the  number  on  the^ 
register  ? 

The  Mayor — It  is  6,166.     The   population  I  do  not 
exactly   know,    as   it  is   rather    difficult   to   tell,    the* 
district  being  in  so  many  Unions,  some  of  which  are  in- 
the  county  of  Berks,  but  I  should  think  it  is  from  40,000 
to     45,000.     The      number      polled    at     the     election 
which  took  place  in  April  was  5,330 ;  2,628  voted  for  Har- 
court  and  Chitty;  29  for  Hall  and  Ghitty  ;    128  for 
Harcourt  and  Hall ;  there  were  15  plumpers  for  Harcourt, 
12  for  Chitty,  and  2,502  for  Hall.    The  result  of  the  poU 
was  for  Harcourt  2,771,  Chitty  2,669,  and  Hall  2,659. 
Harcourt  was  first  a  candidate  in  1868,  before  the  BalloC. 
Act  was  passed.    The  number  of  voters  on  the  register  in 
1868  was  5,000,  and  in  1874, 5,680. 

Mr.  Cave  said  they  woiUd  like  to  have  the  number  of 
Freemen  on  the  list,  which  the  Mayor  promised  to 
furnish. 

The  Mayor — The  City  ia  divided  into  polling  districts. 

The  President— Do  you  yourself  take  an  active  part  in 
politics? 

The  Mayor — I  have  never  acted  as  agent,  either 
honoranr  or  paid,  for  any  candidate  in  the  City  uf  Oxford. 

The  President — Have  you  ever  acted  on  committees  ? 

The  Mayor — I  may  have  acted  on  committees,  but  not  on 
what  may  be  termed  special  committees.  For  instance,  if 
a  man  stands  for  Oxford  he  generally  gets  a  large  list  of 
committeemen.  I  may  have  on  those  general  committees, 
but  not  on  the  working  committee  of  any  candidate. 

The  President— In  the  return  made  with  reference  to 
the  late  election  special  mention  is  made  of  the  employ- 
ment of  a  great  number  of  clerks.  I  soppose  you  are 
aware  of  that? 

The  Mayor— I  am  not  aware  of  any  details  of  that 
election. 

The  President—  I  suppose  you  were  aware  that  a  large 
nnmber  of  messengers  were  employed  ? 

The  Mayor — It  has  always  been  the  custom  in  Oxford. 

The  President— When  you  say  always,  what  election  are 
you  referring  to  2 

a2 


The  Major*-Mr.  Charles  Neate  was  unseated  for  the 
B»me  thing  in  1^57. 

The  President — Can  yon  go  back  as  far  as  the  election 
In  18d2,wbea  Mr.Langston  and  Sir.  Stonor  were  returned  ? 

The  IkCayor-*!  can  just  remember  the  event,  but  no 
details  of  i^ 

The  President— Mr.  Stoner,  I  belicTe,  was  unseated  ?| 

The  Mayer— Yes. 

The  President— Mr.  Neate  was  also  unseated  by  the 
-employment  of  messengers  and  clerks? 

The  Mayor— Yes. 

The  President— Was  there  a  similar  employment  nC 
clerkH  and  messengers  in  July,  1857,  when  Mr.  CardweU 
wid  Mr.  Thadseray  were  candidates  ? 

Tne  Mayor— Much  the  same. 

The  President — Does  the  same  remark  apply  to  the 
-election  in  1868,  when  Mr.  CardweU  and  Mr.  Harcourt 
were  returned? 

The  Mayor— I  was  unwell  during  that  election,  and 
away  from  Oxford  at  the  time  it  was  taking  place. 
Therefore  I  don't  remember  so  much  about  that  election 
as  I  otherwise  should  have  done.  I  was  in  Oxford  ^heday 
-of  the  polling,  but  I  don't  remember  the  detailf),  for  I  was 
unwell,  and  was  obliged,  by  medical  advice,  to  leave 
Oxford.  In  1874  there  was  a  similar  employment  of  clerks, 
4IS  well  as  in  April,  18S0. 

In  reply  to  further  questions,  the  Mayor  said— I  think 
the  freemen  are  the  most  corrupt ;  some  of  tbem  are  not 
householders,  for  instance  out-town,  freemen  who  live 
withio  seven  miles  of  Oxford.  There  are  81  out-town 
freemen.  The  freemen  are  practically  the  same  as  for 
many  years  past.  In  this  year  it  appears  there  are  881 
freemen.  The  qualification  is  the  son  of  a  freeman  and 
being  apprenticed  to  a  freeman.  5s.  6d.  is  paid  for  the 
eldest  son,  lOs.  6d.  for  the  other  sons,  and  4s.  6d  for  an  ap- 
prentice on  their  takinsr  up  their  freedom.  There  are  10 
aldermen  and  30  councill.>rs ;  five  wards.  The  Liberals 
are  in  a  large  majority  in  the  Council.  There  are  about 
32  Liberals  to  seven  or  eight  Conservatives,  including 
the  aldermen.  At  the  election  of  Councillors  the  contest 
generally  proceeds  on  political  grounds,  almost  as  s  ongly 
as  at  the  parliamentary  elections,  but  I  am  not  aware 
there  is  such  employment  of  persons  as  at  parliamentary 
elections.  I  have  no  reason  to  suppose  corrupt  practices 
have  prevailed  at  the  municipal  elections.  I  Bhould  think 
the  greatest  number  of  Conservative  Couocillors represent 
the  North  and  Central  Wards.  There  are  four  pol  ing 
districts  in  the  North  Ward  at  the  parliamentary  elec- 
tions, two  in  St.  Giles',  and  two  in  St.  Thomas'.  St. 
Mary  Magdalen  and  All  Saints  constitute  the  Central 
Ward,  the  voters  in  the  former  parish  polling  in  Victoria 
Oonrt,  and  the  latter  in  the  Com  Exchange.  St.  Giles*, 
^t.  Thomas',  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  All  Saints  are  the 


iwrishea  in  which  there  are  most  ConserTative  Cotui* 
oillors.  The  freemen  enjoy  many  gifts.  There  are  a  great 
number  of  charities,  some  to  be  given  exclusively  to  the 
freemen^ 

By^  Mr.  Oowie— I  think  since  the  last  Parliamentary 
election  two  or  three  Councillors  have  been  elected.  On 
consideration,  there  were  five  extraordinary  elections,  but 
Bone  have  taken  place  between  November  and  the  May 
election.  Two  elections  have  been  in  the  Central  Ward, 
when  one  Conservative  and  one  Liberal  was  returned ;  two 
Liberals  have  also  been  returned  in  the  East  Ward  unop- 

Soeed.  In  both  wards  the  representation  is  the  same.  In  the 
outh  Ward  there  has  been  a  vacancy,  the  representatioii 
remaining  the  same.  I  think  there  was  an  nnnecedsary 
number  of  committee  rooms  at  the  late  parliamentary 
election.  I  should  think  one  committee  room  in  eada 
polling  district  would  be  sufiScient^and  even  less.  I  am 
not  aware  of  ^  any  bribin?  or  treating  otherwise  than  was 
referred  to  in  the  petition,  and  only  so  much  of  the 

Eetition  as  I  heard  in  this  Court.  I  have  heard  of  voters 
aving  breakfast  on  the  day  of  the  polling.  I  don't  know 
of  any  details.  I  don't  know  of  which  side  in  politics  the 
guests  were. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — I  recommended  the  Police  Committee^ 
which  is  composed  of  members  of  the  University  and 
citizens,  to  strengthen  the  police  force  at  the  last  two 
elections.  The  police  force  has  been  usually  reinforced  on 
these  occasions  either  by  professionals  or  special  constables* 
The  object  was  to  keep  order,  not  to  act  as  detectives 
and  make  enquiry  into  what  was  going  on.  The  boun- 
daries of  the  borough  were  altered  by  the  Reform  Act  by 
the  addition  of  outlying  districts.  1  am  of  opinion  that 
the  employment  of  persons  increaRCS  with  political  excite- 
ment. I  should  like  to  qualify  the  remark  about  the 
freemen  being  the  most  corrupt  by  saying  the  lower 
class  of  persons,  not  householders.  I  thought  the 
more  respectable  freemen  appeared  on  the  list  as  houses 
holders.  Some  of  the  out-town  freemen  are  in  a  good 
position  in  life.  I  don't  believe  the  charities  have  been 
used  for  political  purposes.  From  what  I  know  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Trustees  and  other  members,  I  don't 
think  politics  enter  into  their  transactions,  and  there  is  no 
foundation  for  the  buggestion. 

By  the  President— There  was  considerable  drunkenness 
at  the  last  election ;  a  few  cases  of  breaches  of  the  peace, 
and  each  evening  a  noise  in  the  town.  The  City  in  my 
opinion  waf*  in  such  a  state  that  the  least  thing  would  have 
led  to  a  riot.  Peace  was  only  kept  with  great  care. 
The  state  of  things  was  worse  at  the  May  election  than 
the  one  previously.  The  first  election  lasted  three  weeks, 
and  the  May  election  one  week.  I  should  say  the  popular 
tion  of  Oxford  is  increasing.  I  cannot  give  you  the 
number  at  the  last  census.  When  I  said  40,000  to  45,000 
it  was  a  rough  estimate. 
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The  following  qaeationia  were  then  pat  by  the  Preei* 
dent :— 

In  reference  to  the  letter  written  by  Professor  Burrows, 
when  did  it  come  into  rour  possession  ? — As  near  as  I  can 
remember  the  26th  of  May. 

After  the  election  ?— Yes. 

What  did  you  do  with  it  ? — When  it  first  came  to  me  I 
oonsulted  the  Town  Clerk  as  to  what  it  was  proper  to  do 
with  it. 

What  did  he  advise  ? — He  said  it  would  be  wise  to  as- 
-certain  if  it  was  a  genuine  letter.  I  left  him  to  do  that, 
and  he  ultimately  informed  me  he  bad  every  reason  to 
believe  it  was  Professor  Burrows'  handwriting.  He  then 
advised  me  to  send  it  to  Mr.  Dallin,  the  gentleman  to 
whom  it  was  addressed. 

Did  you  do  so  ?— I  did  on  the  7th  of  June. 

Have  you  a  copy  of  the  letter? — No,  I  have  his  reply. 
The  reply  was  then  read,  which  simply  thanked  tne 
Mayor  for  the  letter. 

From  the  26th  of  May  to  the  7th  of  June  the  letter  was 
in  your  possession  ?— The  letter  the  greater  portion  of  the 
time  was  in  the  Town  Clerk's  possession.  The  Town 
Clerk  was  out  of  Oxford  for  some  little  time.  When  he 
returned  I  was  laid  up  with  an  attack  of  gout,  and  was 
confined  to  my  room.  He  waited  apon  me  and  advised 
me  to  send  the  letter  to  Mr.  Dallin. 

Did  you  do  so  at  once  ?— I  was  utterly  unable  to  sit  up. 
Immediately  I  was  able  to  wiite,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Dallm 
and  enclosed  the  letter.  On  the  lOth  of  Juiy  Mr.  Dallin 
wrote  again,  asking  by  whom  the  letter  was  picked 
np.  I  replied,  "  I  cannot  supply  further  informa- 
tion. It  was  placed  in  my  hands  as  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  City,  and  I  took  advice  upon  it,  and  acting  on  that 
advice  I  sent  it  you. "  Then  by  the  same  or  nearly  the  same 

S>8t  a  letter  was  sent  to  me  containing  a /ac  simile  of  Prof, 
nrrows'  letter.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  suspicion 
and  whispering  about  the  letter,  and  I  may  say  it  came 
into  my  hands  in  the  most  legitimate  manner. 

Have  you  any  idea  from  where  the  /oc  simile  comes  ? 
— No,  I  had  no  idea  the  letter  had  been  copied. 

The  address  to  you  on  the  outside,  with  the  Public 
Orator's  compliments,  is  obviously  in  a  feigned  hand 
writing  ?— There's  no  doubt  about  it. 

Professor  Barrows  letter  was  then  read  as  under :— 

**  9,  Norham  Gardens,  Oxford,  April  27. 
"8  a.m. 
"  Dear  DaUin, 

"  I  found  a  note  from  Dayman  when  I  got 
"home  last  night  saying  the  fight  must  collapse  unless  we 
''can  provide  £500  over  the  Carlton  £3,000.  By  same 
"  post  I  got  a  letter  from  Hathaway,  sayinsr  he  will 
"oome  up  and  fight  the  election  for  as,  and  urging  us 
"to  go  on  (from  private  information  he  has  received  of 
**  our  good  chances).    Noel  also  promises  to  work  Jericho 


''ibifl  time.  I  look  on  these  two  helpers  as  worth  100 
"addidonal  votes.  We  are  sure  to  win.  The  thii^ 
"must  be  settled  before  11  a.m.  So  I  see  nothing  for  it 
"but  to  come  forward  and  guarantee  £50  myself  on  con- 
*'dition  H.  Morrell,  Parsonf,  and  West  bring  £300  more 
"  by  11  to-day ;  but  I  must  have  help,  and  should  like  to 
"raise  my  guarantee  to  £100.  Can  you  aid  me  with  £10 
**  towards  this  sum  ?  It  is  a  crisis,  and  we  must  really 
"sacrifice  something  for  our  party.  Let  me  know  l^ 
"10  a.m.  at  All  Souls,  or  by  11  a.m.  at  Dayman  and 
"Walsh's  office. 

"  Yours  sincerely, 

**M.  Bdbbows." 

Was  any  copy  made  of  the  letter  whilst  it  was  in  your 
poBsesRion  ?— I  think  I  made  a  pencil  copy  of  it  at  the 
time,  but  I  kept  it  myself.  I  never  let  it  go  out  of  my 
hands,  and  I  don't  know  what  became  of  it. 

When  did  yon  make  the  copy? — ^As  soon  as  it  came 
Into  my  hands. 

What  became  of  the  pencil  copy? — It  never  went  out 
of  my  hands.  I  must  have  it  somewhere.  I  copied 
it  for  my  own  purposes.  ^ 

At  the  time  when  the  letter  was  in  your  possession  had 
anyone  access  to  it  to  have  a  Jac  simile  made  ? — No  one 
at  alL  It  was  practically  impossible.  I  carried  it  about 
with  me  in  my  purse  before  I  gave  it  to  the  Town  Clerk. 
Alter  he  handed  it  back  to  me  no  one  could  have  made  a 
j^c  simile.  ^ 

Then  this  feu:  simile  must  have  been  made  before  the 
letter  came  in  your  possession,  or  after  it  left  your  posses- 
sion ? — ^Yes. 

The  writer  of  the  letter  was  Prof.  Montagu  Burrows  ? 
—Yes. 

Did  he  take  an  active  part  in  the  election  ?— Not  that  I 
am  aware  of.  I  felt  I  occupied  a  neutral  position,  and  I 
kept  myself  as  far  as  possible  from  both  parties. 

in  reply  to  further  questions,  the  Mayor  naid  Mr.  Day- 
man referred  to  in  the  letter  is  a  solicitor,  Mr.  Noel  viear 
of  St.  Barnabas,  Mr.  Morrell  is  a  brewer,  Mr.  West  is 
Fellow  and  Bursar  of  Lincoln  College,  Mr.  Hfithawav  is 
a  clergyman,  formerly  Bector  of  St.  Ebbe's,  and  Mr. 
DAlIin  is  Public  Orator. 

In  answer  to  the  President  the  Mayor  said,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  tell  you  more  about  the  letter,  and  I  think  it  will 
clear  up  all  the  mystery  in  which  it  seems  to  be  en- 
Bhrouded.  A  gentleman,  a  member  of  the  Town  Coundl, 
called  on  me,  1  believe,  the  day  on  which  I  received  the 
letter,  saying  that  a  person  in  his  parish  had  possession  of 
this  letter  and  had  sought  his  advice  as  to  what  he  was  to 
do  with  it.  He  advised  him  to  deliver  it  into  my  hands 
as  Mayor  of  the  City.  I  went  to  the  man's  house  and  he 
pave  me  the  letter.  He  told  me  thikt  his  son  picked  it  up 
in  the  street  opposite  the  London  and  County  Bank, 
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tion  and  ooDnrmed  that  statement.  The  paper  was  de- 
livered to  me  in  the  presence  of  the  gentleman  vAo  first 
Introduced  the  question  to  me,  and  who  does  not  hesitate 
to  have  his  name  mentioned— that  was  Mr.  Houghton,  ft 
chemist,  in  St.  Clement's.  The  man  who  gave  me  the 
letter  is  a  small  tradesman,  and  as  political  feeling  ran 
very  high  he  made  a  request  that  I  should  not  disclose 
his  name,  and  I  promised  him  not  to  do  so.  If  ^ou  are 
ahout  to  ask  me  to  diselose  it  I  should  prefer  giving  this 
man  an  intimation  that  I  was  going  to  do  so ;  if  you  tell 
me  you  can't  allow  me  that  privilege,  I  shall  disclose  his 
name.  He  is  a  most  respectable  man,  and  his  onlv  object 
In  keeping  his  name  back  was  to  prevent  injury  in  his  blosi- 
ness.  A  question  arose  as  to  the  way  this  letter  was  picked 
up.  Some  said  that  it  was  picked  up  in  an  envelope.  I 
have  heard  all  sorts  of  tales — that  I  had  broken  the 
envelope.  I  never  saw  the  envelope.  I  saw  Mr.  Houghton 
yesteraay,  and  asked  him  to  see  the  man,  and  ascertain 
whether  the  letter  was  in  an  envelope  or  not.  He  wrote 
xne  this  letter  dated  yesterday : — 

"  Dear  Mayor, says  the  paper  was  picked  up 

by  his  boy  in  the  High  Street  without  envelope.  The  boy 
read  it  to  a  dozen  other  boys  duriogthe  day,  and  at  nigM 
be  heard  him  read  it  to  his  sister.  He  asked  him  what  he 
Was  reading  and  secured  it."  I  do  not  think  I  ^have 
anything  else  to  say. 

The  President— It  is  not  necessary  to  ask  you  the  natife 
of  the  man.  I  should  like  to  know  with  leapect  to  the 
accounts  and  vouchers  at  the  last  election. 

The  Mayor — They  are  in  possession  of  the  Town  Clerk. 
I  may  add  that  all  official  statements  are  in  the  possession 
of  the  Town  Clerk,  and  those  which  I  have  are  only 
copies. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones  Bickerton,  the  Town  Clerk,  was  then 
examined  by  Mr.  Cowie.  He  said^I  succeeded  Mr. 
Bobert  Samuel  Hawkins  as  Town  Clerk.  He  was  Town 
Clerk  at  the  last  and  previous  election.  He  sailed  for 
New  Zealand  on  the  15th  of  Auffust.  He  is  the  ownec 
of  9,000  i^res  of  land  in  New  Zealand.  He  had  pre- 
viously engaged  to  go  to  New  Zealand.  The  number  o£ 
registered  voters  in  1867-68  was  2,013 ;  in  1868-69,  5,033  ; 
I  can't  give  the  number  of  votes  for  each  candidate  in 
1867-68.  There  are  nine  voting  places  in  the  City.  Three 
jof  these  are  divided,  making  twelve.  The  number  of  free- 
men has  been  diminishing  of  late  years.  The  number 
this  year  was  881  There  are  45  charities,  and  21  of  those 
are  restricted  to  freemen  and  their  children  and  widows. 
The  charity  trustees  were  40  in  number.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  18  surviving.  Br.  A  eland.  He  v.  H.  O. 
Cose,  Mr.  Fiske,  Dr.  Giles,  Aid.  Grubb,  Aid.  Hughes, 
Mr.  T.  Mallam,  Mi;  F.  J.  Morrell,   Mr.  H.  Parsons, 
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Aid.  BanckJI,  Mr.  Jobs  Towle,  Mr.  Charles  Underbill, 

gr.  John  Venahlea,  Mr.  William  Walsh.  Mr.  W.  Ward, 
.  r.  Wootten  Wootten.  and  Mr.  James  Wyatt.  I  am 
derk.  The  amounts  of  the  charities  were  read,  aod  the 
nature  of  the  bequests. 

By  Mr.  Gowie— I  was  an  agent  with  Mr.  Tbos.  Mallam 
lor  Sir  William  Harcomt  and  Mr.  Cbitty.  I  have  a  re- 
turn of  the  expenses  on  that  occasion.  They  were 
£2,958488.  4d.  At  the  last  election  the  retnm  was 
£3,275  58.  lOd.,  beiog  a  difiference  of  £316 16?.  8d.  There 
was  a  great  deal  more  printiDg,  and  we  had  outside  assist- 
ance from  Mr.  Nnttall  and  his  staff.  Mr.  Nuttall  was 
Secretary  or  Chairman  to  the  Birmingham  League. 
We   paid   him   to   come  to   Oxford.    We  had  no  such 

Eirson   at   the   previous   election.     The  reason  we  had 
m    was  because   we   had    just   come    out  of  a  con- 
test and  were  wearied,  and  we    heard   of    this   i^,000, 
or  a  large  sum,  from  the   Carlton  Club,  and   saw   the 
preparations    being   made     on    the    other    side.    Mr. 
Nnttall  was    engaged   through   Mr.    Schnodhorst.    Sir 
William   Harcourt   sent  to  know  who  would  be  an  ex- 
perienced  person.      I  saw  him  at  the  Bandolph  Hotel. 
Sir  William  Harcourt  had  the  impression  that  the  work 
was  not  efficiently  done,  and  these  went  round  to  the 
different  Committee  rooms  to  see  how  the  work  was  beine 
done.^    Mr.  Kuttall  had  also  a  detective  staff  to  watcn 
certain  places  where  they  believed  treating  was  going  on. 
We  had  21  Committee  rooms ;  the  two  at  Littlegate  were 
really  one.  I  produce  a  plan  of  the  City  with  the  Committee 
rooms  marked  upon  it.    One  in  St.  Clement's  was  given 
np  in  exchange  for  another.  The  Liberal  Hall  Committee 
£oom  was  changed  for  another  near  the  polling  place 
in  GIonceBter  Green.    Mr.  Bickerton  then  detailed  the 
various   Liberal    Committee    rooms,    and    the    persons 
engaged  therein,  and  those  who  gave  voluntary  assistance. 
If  extra  strength  was  required  in  one  place,  it  was  drafted 
from  other  Comm 'ttee  rooms.    No  Committee  rooms  were 
held  at  publichouses.    The  following  statement  was  made 
relative  to  the  May  election :— There  were  8  legal  agents 
employed  on  the  Liberal  side  (3  voters),  4  secretaries 
all  (if  whom  were  voters  :  78  clerks.  27  voters ;  15  canvassers, 
14  were  voters ;  messengers  190,  47  of  whom  were  engaged, 
on  polling  day,  the  n amber  of  voters  out  of  those  was  96  ; 
detectives  and  constables  106  (23  voters),  billposters  and 
boys  engaged  to  carry  boards  76  (voters  28),  personation 
agents  on  polling  day  22  (12  voters),  doorkeepers  2  (both 
voters),  canvassers  98,  making  a  total  of  611  employed, 
including  the  owners    of    conveyances  and   committee 
rooms ;     of  these  the  total  numoer   of  voters   was  230 
— ^nine  of  these  are  duplicates,  reducing  the  number  to  321. 
I   refused    application  to   the  extent  of  two   or   three 
hundred  for   employment.      I  have  a  similar  statement 
with  respeot  to  the  April  election.    There  were  five  leg^ 
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tu^ents,  of  these  two  were  TOters,  24  secretaries  (5  voters],  79 
clerks  (30  voters),  171  messengers  (95  voters),  32canvassefB 
(26  voters),  9  detectives  (all  voters),  1  doorkeeper  (a  voter), 
47  billposters  (20  voters),  18  personation  agents  (11  voters), 
95  conveyances  were  employed,  wi€h  34  committee  rooms, 
95  messsengers  (24  voters),  and  two  rooms  used  for  meel^ 
ings,  18  of  the  owners  being  voters ;  the  total  is  408,  oi 
whom  205  were  voters.  I  should  say  that  I  have  had 
this  account  prepared  for  you,  and  I  was  not  aware  who 
were  voters,  and  who  not,  before.  I  did  not  pay  account? 
myself.  Each  Committee -room  or  district  would  send  up 
the  amount  of  money  required,  and  it  would  be  paid  to  the 
Secretaries,  and  instructions  were  given  for  a  receipt  in 
each  case.  In  some  instances  I  was  applied  to  for  money 
before  I  received  any,  and  I  advanced  some,  which  was 
reimbursed.  A  banking  account  was  kept  in  the  name 
of  Sir  Wm.  Harcoart,  and  an  arrangement  was  made  by 
which  Mr.  T.  Mallam  and  myself  jointly  drew  che(][ues. 
The  bank  book  shews  £3,100,  and  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  is  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Mallam  and'  mvself  for  the  remainder  of 
the  total  expenses  which  have  been  published.  I  have  not 
received  money  from  any  other  source.  During  the  last 
few  days  a  bill  has  come  in  for  £5,  for  the  Ship^  Street 
Committee,  and  this  I  paid,  expecting  to  be  paid  some 
day.  The  book  contains  a  fall  and  true  account  of  money 
transactions  with  this  exception.  All  the  accounts  have 
l)een  gone  through  by  the  Secretary  and  are  vouched  for» 
with  the  exception  of  three.  One  of  these  is  the  case  of 
Idr.  John  Bacon,  who  claimed  £20  for  the  committee  room, 
at  the  Black  Horse  Inn,  High  Street,  St.  Clement's. 
I  paid  £10  and  have  not  paid  more,  but  have  no  receipt 
for  it.  The  messengers  received  4s.  6d.  a  day  at  first,  bat 
the  other  side  paid  5s.,  so  I  had  to  do  so.  The  writers  had 
7s.  6d.  a  dav.  That  is  the  same  as  was  paid  at  the  previous 
-election.  I  was  not  so  rigid  with  regard  to  printing  at 
the  May  election  as  on  the  previous  contest.  The  pay- 
ment to  Mr.  Nattall  would  come  partlv  under  the  item 
of  detectives  and  partly  under  that  of  clerks.  I  think  his 
fee  was  50gs.,  besides  expenses.  He  stopped  at  the 
Clarendon  Hotel.  One  of  the  reasons  why  Mr.  Nuttall 
was  employed  was  because  we  were  weary  after 
the  first  contest,  and  another  was  because  it  was 
stated  Mr.  Evetts  had  come  down  with  money  from  the 
Carlton  Club.  We  were  in  doubt  at  that  time  as  to  whether 
there  would  be  a  contest.  The  £3,000  was  only  heard  of 
as  a  distinct  amoant  when  the  letter  was  found.  We  had 
a  notion  there  was  bribery  at  the  April  election.  I  prose- 
cuted one  man — Feedell — and  got  a  conviction.  There  were 
also  several  cases  of  personation.  I  certainly  think  too  great 
a  number  of  persons  were  employed  at  the  elections,  and  my 
^difficulty  was  to  keep  the  number  down.  Men  would 
eome  and  say  if  you  dont  employ  roe  I  shall  go  to  the 
other  side.    I  think  this  employment  has  been  on  the 
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increftse.    Meetings  and  processions  were  held,  and  em- 
ployment waa  found  for  the  men  in  distribntiog  posters 
and  so  on.    It  was  suggested,  as  ft  was  the  practice  on 
both   sides  in  Birmingham,  to  call    a  meetincr  in  each 
district    and    ask    those     who .  were    willing    to    assist 
on  the  day  of  election  to  give  in  their  names.     This  was 
done.     When  the  names  were  handed  in  we  held  an 
agerregate  meeting  and  they  were  each  appointed  to  the 
different  districts  to  bring  up  yoters.    A  breakfast  was 
given  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  and  no  refreshments 
were  allowed  during  the  day.    The  cost  of  the  breakfast 
was  charged  to  the  election  expenses  under  the  head  of 
'*  hotel  expenses  and  committee  rooms."    We  don't  dis- 
guise the  fact  we  gave  those  breakfasts.    The  breakfast 
at  St.  Clement's  was   given  in  the  Temperance    Hall. 
There    was    a    large  expenditure  in   flags    and  ribbons. 
I    could     not     tell    the    exact    amount.      I    did    not 
order   or   pay   for   them.      I    don't  think  one    person 
had  £100  for  this.     My  wife  made  up  a  lot  of  rosettes  on 
her  own  account.       The  members  of  the  Liberal  party 
probably  pay.    They  frequently  put  their  hands  in  their 
pockets  to  benefit  the  cause.    They  built  the  Liberal  Htdl 
and  the  Reform  Club  at  their  own  expense.    The  number 
of  vehicles  employed  in  each  district  were  then  enumerated 
by  Mr.  Bickerton.  In  1868  there  were  954  freemen.  When 
I  became  Town  Clerk  my  predecessor  handed  me  some 
papers  which  he  had,   in  consequence  of  which  I  made 
enquiries.     On  the  24th  of  July  I  called  on  Mr.  Bowden, 
printer,  and  produced  a  copy  of  a  forged  ballot  paper,  and 
asked  him  who  ordered  it   to  be  printed.    He  said  he 
could  not   tell  exactly,   but  Joseph  James  Churms,   of , 
Howard  Street,  Iffley  Koad,  paid  for  them,  but  the  item  ' 
was  strnck  out  of  the  account  he  sent  in.  He  allowed  me  to 
look  at  his  book.   This  is  a  copy  :  "  6th  of  May,  fac-simile 
of  vot  ng  paper,  250,  Central  Committee  Room,  10s.  6d." 
He  said  they  wei  e  supplied  to  the  Committee,  and  paid 
for,  but   as    so   many  persons  ordered    things   he    did 
not  know  exactly  who  gave  the  order.     On  the  28th  of 
July  I  called  again,  but  he  refused  to  give  any  more  in- 
formation.    I  believe  the  late  Town  Clerk  sent  a  proc^ 
copy  of  the  ballot  paper  to  myself  and  the  Tory  agent. 
In   the  proof  Mr.   Hall    was  described  of    "Barton," 
but   in   the  actual    paper  "Barton   Lodge,"     and  that 
is  the  distinction  between  the  two  papers.    The  ballot 
paper   counting    came    out    correct,   and    there   is    no 
reason  to  believe  any  of  the  papers  were  put  into  the 
boxes.     It  has  been  suggested  they  were  used  for  the  pur- 
pose of  instructing  the  voters,  but  of  course  it  is  a  very 
oangerous  practice.    The  book  produced  contains  names 
of    persons    employed    and    was    made   up  during  the 
election  in  order  that  I  might  see  what  the  staff  was.   The 
canvassers  at  Littlegate  Committee  Room  were  mostly 
volmiteers.    At  all  the  committee  rooms  canvassing  books 
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were  aiado  out,  which  were  returned  eveiir  morning  «id 
tile  result  of  the  previous  evening's  caDvaeaing  marked  off, 
and  then  the  usual  voting  instructions  sent  out  by  the 
mesfteogers  to  the  voters.  On  the  daj  before  the  election 
a  copy  of  the  ballot  paper,  showing  how  he  was  to 
Tote  and  his  number  on  the  register,  was  sent  to  the 
voters.  I  thought  it  more  economical  to  send  many  of 
the  circulars  by  messengers  than  by  post.  Having  the 
messengers,  it  was  desirable  to  employ  them,  and  6^000 
circulars  were  sent  out  four  times  at  least ;  and  sending 
them  through  the  post  would  have  entailed  their  being 
addressed.  We  were  constantly  sending  reports  from  one 
Committee  room  to  another.  On  the  day  of  the 
election  it  has  been  the  custom  to  keep  a  register 
of  how  the  poll  is  going.  Messengers  and  Clerks  stood 
outside  the  polling  station,  and  ticked  off  those  who  voted. 
Beports  were  sent  to  the  Central  Committee  and  also  to 
the  district,  and  those  who  had  not  voted  were  then  looked 
after.  This  was  done  on  both  sides.  This  would  lead  to 
the  employment  of  a  number  of  persons.  We  dismissed 
several  men  who  had  been  put  on  to  work  by  zealous  sup- 
porters much  to  their  indignation.  Each  person  employed 
gave  a  receipt  when  he  was  paid.  I  produce  the  whole  of 
the  vouchers  for  May  election,  1880.  There  might  bf  extra 
writers  on  the  day  of  the  election,  but  not  so  many  as  the 
messengers.  ^ 

The  President — There  are  seven  messengers  in  St.Kbbe's 
who  appear  to  have  been  employed  besides  those  you  have 
given  us.  You  stated  the  sum  paid  to  the  writers  was  7e.  6d. 
a  day.  I  find  on  the  election  day  the  extra  writers  received 
12s.  6d. 

The  Town  Clerk — I  was  speaking  of  the  ordinary  days 
and  not  the  election  day. 

The  President— Why  did  you  pay  Ss.  more  on  that  day? 

The  Town  Clerk — We  did  not  give  them  refreshments, 
and  they  were  expected  to  work  continuously.  I  don't 
justify  the  empIo]rment  of  a  lot  of  people.  I  condemn  it; 
but  there  they  are,  and  I  give  them  to  you. 

By  the  President— I  famished  Mr.  Webb,  Secretary  of 
the  West  Ward  Liberal  Association,  with  money  to  make 
necessary  payments.  I  have  no  cash  account  book.  The 
bank  book  was  my  cash  accoant.  Mr.  Webb  would  send 
in  a  list  of  the  persons  he  had  to  pay. 

The  President — Were  you  applied  to  with  reference  to 
tile  employment  of  additional  writers  on  the  election  day? 

The  Town  Clerk — I  can't  say  every  name  was  submitted 
to  me.  I  endeavoured  to  keep  the  whole  ^thing  under 
eontrol. 

The  President^Dld  you  authorise  the  employment 
of  additional  men  ? 

The  Town  Clerk— I  can't  say  that.  There  was  a  break- 
fast at  the  Littlegate  committee  room  for  108  at  Is.  3d.,  per 
head.    That  would  include  the  writers,  but  I  am  not  quite 
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rarefabont  the  meBsengera.  I  think  it  wonld  probably,  as 
they  did  not  bare  any  other  ref  reBhments.  Toe  reeifltered 
▼oters  were  906.  St.  Ebbe's  is  a  poor  and  popoloua  dia- 
trict*  1  do  not  ]Enow  abont  a  breakfast-  in  S£  GiLbb'  or  8fe. 
Tb<Anas's  bnt  there  was  one  in  Cowley  district. 

The  President— In  St.  Ebbe's  100  out  of  906  voters  had 
breakfast ;  that  was  rather  more  than  a  tenth ;  there  as 
about  a  tenth  in  Cowley  district,  and  in  St.  Aldate^a 
there  are  45  out  of  641  who  are  down  as  having  had 
breakfast.  Can  you  tell  me  how  it  is  that  in  St.  Aldate*8 
there  is  charge  for  bread  and  cheese  and  beer  for  16  at 
9d.  per  head. 

The  Town  Clerk— We  mi^ht  have  been  imposed  upon. 
A  breakfast  was  also  supplied  to  the  Ship  Street  Com- 
mittee room.  The  papers  I  have  in  my  hand  were  given 
to  me  by  the  late  Town  Clerk,  and  refer  to  the  informa- 
tion he  obtained  with  reference  to  the  foreed  ballot 
papers.  He  went  round  to  the  various  printers  and 
saw  the  specimens  of  type.  Various  persons  made 
the  payments,  for  which  the  vouchers  are  produced. 
The  canvassers  were  generally  paid  by  the  Secretaries  of 
the  ctimmittee  rooms.  The  detectives  were  not  members 
of  the  Police  Force.  Mr.  Nutta]l  brought  some,  and  some 
were  local  men.  I  had  60  constables  from  Abingdon  on 
the  day  of  the  election.  They  were  not  actually  A  bingdon 
men,  but  were  selected  there.  I  don't  think  there  were 
policemen.  They  were  not  sworn.  We  were  rather 
afraid  of  being  assaulted.  At  the  1874  election  there  was 
intimidation. 

The  President — They  were  what  sometimes  you  would 
call  roughs. 

The  Town  Clerk — I  did  not  see  them.  I  did  not  select 
ihem.  They  were  selected  by  Mr.  Pryce,  the  Liberal 
agent  at  Abingdon.  They  came  here  with  the  view  of 
keeping  the  peace. 

The  President — ^Why  was  not  a  representation  made  to 
the  Mayor? 

The  Town  Clerk — I  believe  it  was. 

The  President — Yes.  I  gathered  he  had  additional 
policemen. 

The  Town  Clerk — I  believe  the  constables  had  10s. 
each. 

The  President  (reading  from  papers  before  him)— 104 
men  at  10s.  each,  including  railway  fare  and  refreshments. 
I  thought  you  said  60  men  ? 

The  Town  Clerk— I  made  a  mistake. 

The  Court  then  adjourned. 
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SECOND  DAY.— SATURDAY,  Oct.  2. 


The  exainination  of  the  Town  Clerk  (J.  J.  Bickerton, 
Esq.),  was  continued  by  the  President.  He  said,  I  produce 
a  book  issued  by  the  Oxford  Chronicle  containing  the  state 
of  the  poll  in  1868.  The  number  on  the  regrister  was  ^ven 
as  5,000,  3,882  polled  in  the  aggregate.  Mr.  Card  well  re- 
ceived 2,765  votes;  Mr.  Harcourt  2,636  ;  Dr.  Deane  1,225; 
majority  for  Cardwell  1,540 ;  majority  for  Harcourt  1,411. 
There  are  one  or  two  matters  to  which  I  should  like  to 
allude,  which  were  referred  to  yesterday.  The  Charity 
Trustees  were  appointed  under  a  scheme  many  years  ago 
independent  of  political  parties.  They  are  evenly  balanced 
as  regards  political  opinions.  I  believe  the  Conservatives 
are  rather  in  a  majority.  The  Chairman  is  a  Conservative. 
I  never  heard  complaints  of  the  manner  in  which  they  ad- 
ministered their  charities,  but  in  a  local  papar 
(the  Oxford^  Times)  a  short  time  ago  there  waa 
an  insinuation  that  the  Charities  were  given  to 
one  side,  but  I  believe  the  writer  ingeniously  did 
not  say  which  side.  The  matter  has  been  under  the 
notice  of  the  Trustees  as  to  what  course  they  should  pursue 
with  regard  to  the  slander.  The  Trustees  who  attend 
chiefly  are  Mr.  Ward,  Mr.  Morrell,  Mr.  Venables,  Mr. 
Wyatt,  Aid.  Hughes,  Mr.  C.  Lnderhill,  Aid.  Carr,  Dr. 
A(uand,  Aid.  Grubb  and  Mr.  Wootton.  I  believe  there 
was  a  breakfast  for  the  North  Ward  at  Jericho  House.  I 
have  teamttbis  from  Mr.  Buckell  since  last  night.  Seeley 
canvassed  the  out-town  freemen,  and  some  people  resident 
in  tne  neighbourhood  of  Eynsham  and  Witney,  and  also  in 
St.  Thomas'.  He  received  £19  59.  6d.  for  the  whole  work. 
Lambert  was  engaged  in  James  Street,  and  was  paid  £5. 
That  was  the  same  Lambert  who  was  engaged  as  a 
clerk.  He  went  out  to  canvass  in  the  country  as  well  as 
being  a  clerk. 

The  President — I  don't  see  Seeley's  name  in  this  book 
of  yours. 

The  Town  Clerk— I  think  Seeley  came  on  after  that  list 
was  made  out.  I  don't  give  yon  that  book  as  being  com- 
plete. That  book  takes  in  the  permanent  staff.  Henry 
Cox  was  engaged  the  whole  time. 

The  President — I  don't  see  his  name  in  your  book. 

The  Town  Clerk-  He  was  engaged  at  the  Ship  Street 
Committee  room.  Mr.  Simms  received  £5  for  canvassing 
in  Sfc.  Mary  Magdalen. 

The  Pre8ident--His  name  is  not  in  the  book. 

The  Town  Clerk— I  was  under  the  impression  that  he 
was  a  volunteer,  but  afterwards  the  bill  came  in.  I  am 
sorry    to   say   my    calculations   were    upset    in    this 
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way  by  a  lot  of  penons.  Mr.  Backell  looked  alter 
the  North  Ward.  His  men  acted  much  in  the  same- 
way  towards  him  as  others  had  done  in  the  Central 
Ward  in  the  matter  of  payment.  Mr.  Bnckell  had  abont 
£500,  and  acted  as  a  kiod  of  sub-agent,  for  Committee 
room?,  printing,  detectivep,  oonveyaoces,  &o.  The  North 
Ward  is  more  than  one-third  of  the  constituency.  He  did 
not  pay.  anything  to  the  returning  ofiScer  or  the  pereonation 
agents.  The  clerks  reduced  the  register  to  street  lists  ; 
they  would  have  to  send  out  the  address  cards ;  extracts 
from  the  London  papers  were  forwarded  to  the  voters, 
and  also  a  special  edition  of  the  Liberal  paper.  The  Cen- 
tral Committee  Koom  was  more  nnder  my  superintendence 
than  the  others.  Farrant  was  one  of  our  best  clerlu. 
He-  received  in  all  £4  2b.  6d.  and  £1.  There  were  four 
clerks.  Mr.  Burden,  who  was  engaged,  received  £15 ;  he- 
was  a  superior  clerk,  and  was  entrusted  with  very  re- 
sponsible work.  There  were  six  additional  cUrks  on  the 
oay  of  election.  Barrett  paid  the  money  to  the  clerks  in 
the  St.  Aldate's  Committee-room.  Two  men  were  en- 
gaged in  St.  Aldate's  as  slip  clerks,  and  three  in  Holy  welL 
The  Committee-room  in  St.  Mary  Magdalen  parish  was 
In  Victoria  Court.  The  ordinary  price  for  a  messenger  waa- 
58.  a-day,  but  they  had  more  on  the  day  of  election. 
Simms  or  Ogden  engaged  the  men  in  St.  Mary  Magdalen 
parish.  I  have  no  list  showing  any  particular  clerk  or 
messenger  was  a  voter.  At  the  time  I  did  not  know 
whether  they  were  voters  or  not. 

The  President — We  should  like  returns  with  regard  to 
each  individuaL 

The  Town  Clerk — Turner  had  £8 ;  he  was  working  con- 
tinuously. In  St.  Ebbe's  there  were  six  slip  clerks  on  the 
day  of  election.  Mr.  Nuttall  had  £56  178.  for  clerks. 
Some  of  these  went  to  the  different  committee  rooms  to  see* 
whether  the  work  was  done  efficiently,  and  if  it  was  defec- 
tive they  introduced  a  new  system.  Mr.  Nuttall  had  also 
a  detective  staff  at  work.  He  strengthened  my  persona- 
tion agents'  staff.  I  found  we  lost  several  votes  at  the 
first  election  by  personation,  and  I  put  on  extra  persona- 
tion agents.  He  brought  clerks  from  different  places — 
Mr.  Powell,  who  conducted  the  Staffordshire  election.. 
With  regara  to  the  constables  they  were  not  police  officers 
or  special  constables.  Mr.  Pryce  has  not  done  anything 
else  except  sending  those  men  over.  I  wrote  to  nim  ta 
send  these  men.  I  don't  think  I  can  find  a  copy  of  the 
•iter. 

The  President — Had  yon  made  any  communication  to- 
the  Mayor  before  writing  Mr.  to  Pryce  ? 

The  Town  Clerk— I  did  not  do  it  personally,  but  I  be 
Beve  it  was  done. 

The  President— How  do  yen  know  it  was  done  ? 

The  To¥m  Clerk— By  the  fact  that  policemen  were  en^ 
gaged  on  the  day.    I  don't  know  the  train  the  104  men 
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fffonn  AbioKdon  came  by»  «r  fho  Itmii  by  whioh  they  wnt 
ftwtty.  I  think  they  reported  themselves,  or  their  leader 
did,  at  the  Liberal  Hall  to  Mr.  Back^  IL  Mr.  BockeU  bad 
several  oonatablee  oyer,  and  I  did  Bot  know  be  bad  thein» 
aod  be  did  not  knoir  I  bad  any  ovei^  and  that  is  the 
leaaon  of  there  being  so  many.  Lady  Harcoort  bad  been 
inaalted  in  her  carriage  in  the  Gem  Market,  I  went  to  i^ 
meeting  at  Sommertown.  The  night  was  verydarl^ 
and  in  the  approaches  to  the  room  there  was  some 
string  or  cord  across  the  road  in  order  that  we  mi^ht 
fall  and  break  our  noses.  The  windows  on  which 
idacards  were  placed  were  smashed.  There  was  another 
meeting  at  Snmmert»wn  which  I  believe  was  interrupted. 
All  sorts  of  things  bad  been  done  to  interrupt  the  speskers^ 
such  as  putting  i\xe  gas  out,  singing  "Bale  Britannia,'' 
&a,  and  lots  of  other  things  to  annoy  and  interrupt  tibe 
speakers,  an<^  in  consequence  we  arranged  a  meeting  in  the 
Com  Exchange,  and  admission  was  to  be  only  by  ticket. 
A  largt*  number  of  ladies  were  admitted.  At  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  had  some  forged  tickets  brought 
to  us,  by  whioh  admittance  could  be  gained  into  the  room, 
and  we  heard  a  conspiracy  had  been  arranged  for  men  to 
get  into  the  room,  put  out  the  gas,  and  storm  the  platfonn. 
We  stationed  at  the  door  six  men,  and  they  found  these 
tickets  in  possession  of  some  men,  who  were  taken  before 
the  Mayor.  Such  being  the  case  we  felt  we  were  bound 
to  protect  ourselves. 

The  President— Why  did  yon  not  apply  to  the  proper 
authorities  ? 

The  Town  Clerk — Application  was  already  made.  I 
think  it  was  nuMie  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Police  Com- 
mittee. The  Magistrates  had  a  discussion  as  to  whether 
they  should  bring  in  other  x>olicemen  or  whether  they 
should  have  special  constables. 

The  President — But  in  all  places  of  the  world  what 
made  ynu  think  of  going  to  Abingdon  for  these  constables  ? 

The  Town  Clerk — One  reason  for  going  to  Abingdon  was. 
that  there  would  be  no  suspicion  of  engaging  voters,  as 
there  would  have  been  had  they  been  engaged  in  Oxford. 
No  charge  whatever  has  been  preferred  against  any  of  the 
Liberals  tor  making  a  noise. 

The  President— I  suppose  the  person  who  was  likely  to 
take  active  measures  was  the  Chairman  of  the  Police 
Committee. 

The  Town  Clerk— Yes. 

The  President— Aid.  Carr,  I  believe,  is  the  Chairman  oC 
the  Police  Committee,  and  he  is  a  Liberal,  and  an  active 
Liberal. 

The  Town  Clerk— Yes. 

The  President— And  there  was  no  reason  to  believe  that 
any  «tn nitration  of  that  kind  would  not  receive  proper 
attention  ? 

Ibe  Town  Cleric— No.    Mr.  Backell  had    rough  neigh* 
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boiirbood,aiid  he  bad  a  number  of  men  to  protect  himself.  I 
did  not  order  refreshments  to  the  extent  of  £10  Ids.  in  the 
Qame  of  William  Busby,  the  leader  of  the  Liberal  Asaoei* 
ation  Guard — (a  laughf— on  the  day  of  election.  That  was 
Ikaid  by  Mr.  Backell.  1  don't  know  what  Graham's  duties 
were  as  night  watchman.  There  was  a  meeting  of  Mr. 
Hairs  supporters  at  Hincksey,  and  also  a  Liberal  meeting 
where  I  was  to  speak  in  close  proximity.  A  man  named 
Wall  came  and  afiked  to  be  employed  as  a  guard  in  case  we 
were  attacked.  I  paid  him  5b.  and  he  went  to  the  other  party 
and  I  did  not  see  any  more  of  him.  Before  he  was  engaged 
I  asked^bim  if  he  was  a  voter,  and  be  said  he  was  not.  Mr. 
Nuttall  charged  £51  6b.  for  constables  and  detectives. 
They  weie  employed  in  watchicg  certain  houses  where  we 
believed  treating  was  going  on.  I  have  not  a  list  of  the 
houses  that  were  watched.  I  think  it  was  given  verbally, 
and  Mr.  Nuttall  made  notes  in  bis  book.  Mr.  BuckeU 
also  named  the  houses.  At  the  time  Mr.  Nuttall  was 
engaged,  we  had  a  suspicion  bribery  was  going  on.  Six  or 
seven  cases  of  personation  came  under  my  notice  at  the 

frevious  election.  I  had  evidence  of  a  case  of  bribery  which 
commenced  to  prosecute  two  days  before  the  election, 
and  placards  were  posted  over  the  town  showing  the 
penalties  and  offering  a  reward  for  information  leading  to 
a  conviction  for  bribery.  Men  who  had  previously  sup- 
ported us  were  jgoing  about  with  Mr.  Hairs  colours,  and 
we  had  a  suspicion  there  had  been  corruption.  There  were 
rumours  of  beer  being  freely  given  at  certain  houses. 
These  were  the  houees  mentioned  by  Mr.  Nuttall. 

The  President— Can  you  give  us  the  names  of  the  houses. 

The  Town  Clerk— One  was  called  the  Gate-honse,  on 
the  Botley  road,  but  perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  take 
them  from  Mr.  NuttalJ,  as  he  has  them  in  the  book.  I 
tried  to  stop  the  bribery,  and  that  was  why  the 
placards  were  issued.  The  total  number  who  had 
breakfast  was  325  without  the  North  Ward.  The 
breakfasts  were  suggested  by  Mr.  Nuttall,  and 
it  had  not  been  done  before  in  Oxford.  But 
re&eshments  had  been  given  during  the  day,  and  we 
wanted  to  avoid  that.  The  men  who  had  the  breakfast 
were  people  who  had  volunteered  for  certain  duties  pre- 
viously. They  were  to  bring  up  five  or  six  men,  and  the 
^reat  object  was  to  have  them  altogether  at  eight  o'clock 
m  the  morning,  and  not  have  them  refreshing  themselves 
or  taking  beer  during  the  day.  The  Secretaries  were  sent 
by  me  to  get  the  nearest  committee  room  possible  to  the 
polling  stations.  I  considered  18  committee  rooms  as  being 
sufficient,  but  two  or  three  others  were  engaged  because 
more  suitable  rooms  were  obtained.  I  endeaveured  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  payment  for  the  rooms  beforehand,  and 
in  some  instances  succeeded.  For  the  Ship  Street  room  six 
guineas  was  paid  ;  £68  15£i.  was  paid  for  the  Cenff al 
Committee  rooms  at  the  Clarendon,  and  £G  odd  was 
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paid  for  Messrs.  NnttaU,  Schnadhorst,  Allen,  xnyBelf  and 
others  expenses  in  the  hotel.  Holywell  room,  £3  Ss. ; 
Victoria  Court,  where  the  contents  of  a  shop  had  to  be  re- 
moved, £10.  With  regard  to  the  freemen,  it  would  be  un- 
fair to  denounce  them  as  a  class.  Many  of  them  are  chie£ 
citizens  ;  but  from  the  figures  I  showed  you  yesterday  you 
will  see  there  is  a  residuum  not  householders,  some  in  the 
workhouse  and  some  almsmen,  without  any  real  interest  in 
the  City  or  its  representation,  and  the  representation 
would  be  improved  by  disfranchising  them.  All  the 
better  class  would  be  qualified  as  householders  or  holders 
of  property.  150  of  them  are  non-householders ;  80  out- 
of-town  freemen,  six  in  the  workhouse,  and  nine  or  ten 
idmsmen.  I  find  some  of  the  out-of-town  freemen  don't 
carelto  come  into  Oxford  without  some  remuneration.  It 
is  manifest  a  working-man  could  not  afford  to  lose  a  day, 
and  they  used  that  as  an  argument.  Those  who  ti^e  up 
their  freedom  in  a  large  number  of  cases  on  both  sides  had 
it  done  by  political  partisans  who  paid  the  fees,  and  it  was 
done  for  the  purpose  of  getting  a  vote.  I  have  never  done 
it.  I  have  discouraged  it  because  I  think  they  ought  to  be 
extinct.  I  have  had  applicationB  made  to  me  as  political 
^ent  to  take  up  the  freedom  of  youths,  but  declined. 
There  were  plenty  of  applications  made  to  me  for  employ- 
ment, but  I  refused  a  considerable  number.  When  appu- 
cations  were  made  I  did  not  distinguish  the  voters  m>m 
the  non- voters.  I  should  think  on  the  whole  there  were 
about  200  employed  on  our  side. 

By  Mr.  Kidley— The  names  of  all  persons  employed 
should  be  sent  to  the  returning  officer,  and  they  should 
not  be  allowed  to  vote.  Tou  cannot  now,  as  the  law 
stands,  prevent  them  from  voting,  but  their  names  would 
be  struck  off  in  a  scrutiny,  whid^  is  too  troublesome  and 
expensive  to  be  resorted  to.  There  was  a  ^  very 
small  increase  in  the  register  after  the  registration  oC 
1879.  Lodgers  include  freemen^  but  not  to  any  large  ex* 
tent.  Many  sons  living  with  their  parents  have,  un- 
fortunately, been  allowed  to  be  placea  on  the  register. 
The  majority  of  the  freemen  are  of  a  Conservative  tendency, 
and  they  have  a  great  idea  that  their  rights  are  very  valu- 
able. The  returns  of  the  promises  from  the  freemen  were 
against  us.  There  were  very  few  unexpected  disappoint- 
ments in  the  returns  of  the  promises  wnich  we  received* 
They  were  about  the  same  as  at  the  previous  election. 
There  were  a  few  individual  cases  in  which  the  returns 
were  altered,  and  that  is  why  I  thought  something  wrong 
was  going  on.  It  was  more  than  a  mere  mmonr.  Ponr 
came  under  my  own  observation.  I  can't  name 
bow  many  there  were  altogether.  It  was  the  more 
disreputable  portion  of  the  inhabitants  who  I  sus- 
pected were  acting  on  a  corrupt  motive.  As  far  as 
I  know  there  were  not  many  suspicious  cases  that 
came  under  my  observation.     Nine  persons  were  xe- 
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ported  by  the  judges  to  the  House  of  CommoDs.  Sir  W. 
Harconrt  sanctioiied  the  employment  of  Mr.  Schnadhorst, 
bnt  he  did  not  interfere  in  jthe  conduct  of  the  election  in 
any  other  particular.  The  election,  as  far  as  the  financial 
and  other  matters  went,  was  left  entirely  in  my  hands. 
The  whole  expenditure  in  the  April  election  was  about 
£3,000,  but  what  frightened  us  was  that  the  Conservatives 
had  £3,000  independently  of  the  ordinary  election 
expenses.      It   has   been   the   custom   of    persons   em* 

floyed  as  clerks  and  messengers  to  vote  on  both  the 
iberal  and  Conservative  sides,  and  I  have  never  heard  of 
a  prosecution.  I  had  a  consultation  with  my  client  on 
the  subject.  We  concluded  that  if  we  precluded  our 
people  from  voting  we  should  lose  the  election.  We  decided 
io  tell  them  the  law,  if  .we  were  asked,  and  to  leave  them  to 
do  as  they  liked.  Mr.'  Mallam  and  myself  did  not  vote. 
The  advantage  of  having  the  breakfast  was  to  get  the  men 
to  make  a  good  start  and  not  have  tkem  continually  going 
for  refreshments.  We  thought  it  an  improvement.  I  sup- 
pose in  some  respects  we  should  expect  the  expenses  to  be 
less  at  the  second  election  than  at  the  first,  because  we 
had  not  to  print  a  double  set  of  cards  and  circulars. 
The  difference  was  made  up  b^  there  being  extra  persona- 
tion agents  at  the  May  election  and  the  employment  of 
Mr.  Nuttall  and  Mr.  Scbnadhorst ;  the  printing  bill  was 
also  more.  I  did  not  ask  where  the  flags  were  coming 
from.  I  could  not  have  stopped  it.  Stopping  it  would 
have  risked  the  election.  In  1874  there  was  a  great  dis- 
play of  colours  and  that  seemed  Ho  carry  a  crowd  against 
us.  There  are  not  many  who  did  work  for  hire  that  have  not 
been'paid.  Some  were  working  with  the  volunteer  members 
of  the  Association  and  I  refused  to  pay  them.  Many  zea- 
lous supporters  sent  men  out  of  employment  and  said,  they 
were  to  go  on  and  they  would  see  they  were  all  right.  We 
xelied  a  great  deal  on  the  Liberal  Associations  at  the  time 
of  the  election.  We  expected  the  members  to  work  as 
yolunteers.  There  were  very  few  volunteers  amongst  the 
writers.  The  canvassers  were  generally  volunteers.  The 
liiberal  Associations  were  formed  after  the  1874  election. 
There  are  Conservative  Associations. 

Mr.  Kidley  —  How  do  you  account  for  the  growth  of 
Conservative  opinion  between  1868  and  1874. 

The  Town  Clerk — Mr.  Hall  is  a  very  genial  man,  and 
the  proprietor  of  a  number  of  publichouses  in  Oxford.  He 
is  a  popular  man.  He  rents  a  piece  of  land  at  Summer- 
town  of  St.  John's  College,  and  lets  it^  out  in  allotments. 
Many  of  the  tenants  are  voters,  and  he  is  rather  a  generous 
landlord.  I  believe  if  two  independent  candidates  were 
brought  here  the  Liberals  would  be  in  a  large  majority.. 

Mr.Bidley— By  whose  action  was  it  that  Mr.  Chitty  came  ? 

The  Town  Clerk— The  Liberal  Associations.  It  was 
determined  on  three  years  before  the  election,  and  both 
parties  prepared  for  a  contest. 

b2 
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By  Mr.  Cowie--The  petty  payments  amounted  to  £774. 
1  will  try  and  get  a  liat  of  persons  who  were  invited 
to  the  breakfasts. 

By  the  President— The  cheqne  sent  by  Sir  William 
Harcourt  for  the  expenses  was  for  £3,100.  No  money  was 
sent  by  other  persons.  Mr.  Powell,  the  election  agent  at 
Staffordshire,  attended  the  St.  Ebbe's  Committee  room, 
and  as&isted  at  the  counting  of  the  votes..  Mr.  Allen,  the 
Secretary  of  an  Association  for  amending  Marriage  Laws 
la  London,  volunteered  his  help,  and  went  round  to  three 
or  four  Committee  rooms. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Bidley,  the  Town  Clerk  said  there  is  an 
increase  in  the  out-of-town  freemen  since  1874,  but  I  don't 
know  to  what  extent. 

Mr.  Kobert  Buckell,  ei^amined  by  Mr.  Ridley,  said — I 
am  a  coal  merchant.  I  am  secretary  to  the  Reform  Club, 
and  have  interested  myself  in  the  politics  of  the  City  for 
some  time.  I  first  interested  myself  in  the  municipal 
^election  of  1875.  I  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
Parliamentary  election  of  1874.  At  the  May  election  of 
1880  I  had  charge  of  the  districts  of  St.  Giles  and  St. 
Thomas.  I  received  money  from  Mr.  Bickerton  to  pay  the 
expenses.  I  had  the  engagement  of  clerks,  messengers, 
and  other  persons  under  my  control,  and  payment  was 
at  my  discretion.  My  first  step  was  to  engage 
Committee  rooms.  I  engaged  a  Committee  room  for 
the  St.  Giles'  district  at  Mr.  Lambert's;  there  was 
also  a  Committee  room  at  Summertown  and  one 
in  St.  John's  Road.  I  don't  remember  the  amount  of 
Lambert's  room  ;  £1  10s.  was  paid  for  the  Summertown 
room  to  Mr.  Howard.  It  was  Mr.  Mansell's  house  in  St. 
John's  Road,  and  £5  was  paid  for  it.  Mr.  Nix  was  a 
volunteer,  and  acted  for  me  in  St.  Giles'.  There  were 
five  clerks  at  Lambert's  room ;  two  there  constantly,  and 
three  on  the  day  of  the  election.  Those  taken  on  election 
day  received  10s.  There  were  11  messengers  employed  at 
the  room  who  were  paid  weekly.  Tne  Summertown  room 
was  worked  chiefly  by  volunteers.  One  man  named 
Watts  was  paid  £5  for  acting  as  a  clerk,  and  he  also 
canvassed.  He  was  not  engaged  at  so  much  a  day.  What 
was  required  in  the  way  of  messengers  was  done  at  the 
Liberal  Hall  for  this  and  also  St.  John's  Road  committee 
room.  This  was  done  for  the  convenience  of  working  the 
district.  There  was  one  clerk,  Mr.  Goddard,  at  the  com- 
mittee room  in  St.  John's  Road,  no  messengers  were 
stationed  there.  He  waspaid  £1 10s.  Mr.  Mansell,  Secretary 
of  the  North  Ward  Liberal  Association,  was  the  canvasser. 
He  was  simply  paid  for  his  room.  At  the  Liberal  Hall 
there  were  fivA  clerks,  and  there  were  88  messengers  for 
the  whole  of  the  North  Ward,  including  St.  Giles'. 
.  56  bill  posters,  20  of  whom  were  boys  and  20  "  Sandwich 
boys"  were  engaged  for  an  hour  or  two.  The  general  amount 
.^paid  was  Ss.  a  day.    Two  men  were  employed  as  door 
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keepers,  and  they  were  paid  rather  more  than  58.  a  daj 
as  they  had  to  come  early  and  clear  out  the  room.  We 
had  six  detectives  employed;  they  were  amateurs  and 
acquainted  with  the  people  of  the  dutiiot.  They  watched 
houses  that  were  suspected,  and  were  engaged  early. 
John  Bowell  received  £10  for  this  work ;  at  first  he  had  to 
find  out  whether  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  was  to  be  opposed. 
Joseph  Howkins  received  £5  5s.  for  detective  work ;  he  was 
engaged  for  about  11  days.  The  other  detectives  were 
Conybeare,  William  Cleaver,  and  T.  Cleaver,  jun.  There 
was  a  report  that  the  Conservatives  had  60  or  70  Committee 
rooms,  and  they  had  to  ascertain  where  they  were,  and 
those  who  were  engaged  at  them.  There  were  a  number  ot 
people  called  **  Guards." 


THIRD  DAY.— MONDAY,  Oct.  4. 

The  examination  of  Mr.  Bobert  Buckell,  secretary  of 
the  Keform  Club,  was  continued  by  Mr.  Bidley.  He  said 
there  were  67  messengers  employed  at  the  Liberal  Hall. 
James  Hoare  was  down  for  £10 ;  that  was  £1 15s.  for  him- 
self, and  thelremainderwas  for  '* sundries."  The  ''Liberal 
Association  Guards"  were  employed  on  the  day  of  election, 
and  nearly  the  whole  of  them  received  5s.  a  day.  About 
seven  or  eight  received  10s.  They  were  under  Mr.  Busby, 
and  their  duty  was  to  prevent  disturbance  at  the 
meetings.  Mr.  Busby  received  £4,  but  he  was  engaged 
during  the  whole  of  the  election.  It  was  my  suggestion 
that  Basby  should  get  a  staff  of  volunteers  to  preserve  order. 
The  matter  was  discussed  by  us.  The  persons  employed  were 
not  **rough8,"  but  of  the  better  class  of  artizans,  and  did  not 
care  for  fighting,  but  they  were  ready  if  necessary.  I  don't 
think  there  was  much  fighting ;  they  were  too  strong.  I 
had  no  knowledge  that  men  were  coming  from  Abingdon 
until  the  middle  of  Friday,  the  day  before  the  election.  I 
made  strong  representations  to  the  Mayor,  but  I  did  not 
know  the  force  he  was  going  to  introduce.  Before  these 
men  were  taken  into  employment  I  did  not  always  ask  if 
they  were  voters.  I  told  many  who  sought  employment 
that  they  forfeited  their  right  to  vote.  I  did  not  take 
steps  to  prevent  their  voting.  I  thought  they  would  do 
so.  There  were  86  voters  employed  in  the  whole  district. 
Only  six  voters  were  included  in  the  **  Liberal  Association 
Guards."  I  did  not  have  to  make  an  effoit  to  engage  men ; 
they  came  to  me  by  scores.  We  had  a  hard  winter,  and  many 
men  were  out  of  employment.  255  men  in  all  were  em- 
ployed. I  think  there  was  something  unusual  in  the  large 
employment  of  voters.  It  was  not  done  to  the  same 
extent  in  April.  I  think  there  were  a  number  of  sons  of 
voters  employed.  I  will  try  and  find  out  the  number. 
Henry  Stonehill  was  employed  at  the  Liberal  Hall,  and  he 
had  the  care  and  management  of  the  messengers,  and 
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received  £6.  His  name  most  be  added  to  the  list  of  per- 
fiODB  en{?aeed  at  the  Liberal  Hall. 

Mr.  Ridley— You  appear  to  have  received  £550  from 
Mr.  BickertoiL  Adding  up  the  books  of  St.  Giles'  and  St. 
Thomas'  I  find  the  total  would  be  £402. 

Mr.  Buckell— Have  you  added  also  the  Liberal  Guards  ! 

Mr.  Kidley— Yes. 

Mr.  Buckell— Then  you  will  find  the  balance  amongst 
the  separate  receipts.  I  paid  for  a  number  of  Committee 
rooms.  You  will  find  about  £50  or  £60  amongst  the 
separate  receipts,  and  I  paid  money  also  for  printing  and 
canvassers.  There  are  vouchers  for  all  the  money  I  received 
from  Mr.  Bickerton,  I  did  not  expend  the  whole  of  the 
£550.  I  returned  about  £50.  Shelton  was  paid  £7  for  a 
Committee  room  ;  Hicks,  £5  ;  Howkins,  £10 ;  English, 
£12  10s.;  and  Collier,  £5  83.,  the  latter  being  only  for  the 
election  day.  These  were  all  in  connection  with  the  Liberal 
Htdl,  aud  were  the  Committee  rooms  for  which  I  paid. 
There  were  clerks  at  all  these  except  Shelton's  and  Hicks's, 
who  themselves  canvassed  and  sent  in  their  returns.  I 
paid  £10  9s.  6d.  for  broken  windows.  There  were  several 
applications  by  persons  who  thought  they  were  entitled  to 
money  for  using  their  influence.  They  were  not  promised 
money.  I  am  in  the  coal  trade.  I  don't  know  anything 
of  a  story  about  Liley  at  the  last  election.  I  did  not  sup- 
ply him  with  coal.  He  applied  to  be  put  on  as  a  mes- 
senger. I  refused  him.  I  did  not  say  anything  about  his 
being  paid.  At  the  previous  election  he  applied  to  me 
frequently  for  employment,  but  was  always  refused. 
Finally  I  said  if  he  would  paste  our  bills  in  front  of  hia 
house  we  would  pay  him.  An  agreement  was  made  and 
the  house  was  pasted  with  bills,  and  he  was  accordingly 
paid.  As  soon  as  he  got  the  money  he  went  to  the  Con- 
servative committee  room  and  said  that  was  what  he  had 
got  from  the  Liberals.  When  he  came  at  the  next  election 
I  smiled  and  said,  **No,  thank  you."  Mr.  Davis,  of 
Headington,  purchased  a  ton  of  coal  of  my  partner ;  it 
was  either  20s.  or  22s.  He  has  not  paid  for  them  yet. 
The  whole  story  of  bribery  with  regard  to  him  is  without 
foundation.  He  was  to  pay  in  six  weeks.  I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  transaction,  and  there  was  someone  else  in 
the  office  when  he  came  in.  I  had  a  general  suspicion  cor- 
ruption was  going  on.  The  canvassers  and  active  sup- 
porters of  Mr.  ^all  went  boldly  about  and  said  they  meant 
to  win ;  they  had  £3,000  from  some  outside  source,  and 
the  story  all  over  the  town  was  **  We  have  plenty  o£ 
money  and  mean  to  win."  No  distinct  act  of  bribery  or 
treating  came  under  my  own  observation.  Men  were 
deputed  to  find  out  where  bribery  was  going  on. 

By  Mr.  Cave— We  thought  we  had  a  majority  in  St. 
Thomas'  and  St.  Giles'.  St.  Thomas  and  St.  £bbe  contain 
the  poorer  population.  I  think  there  were  more  appli- 
cants for  employment  in  May  than  in  April.  £10  was  paid 
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for.  the  Liberal  Hall.  Being  Secretary  to  the  Liberal 
Hall  Company  I  paid  it  to  myself.  The  Hall 
belongs  to  stockholders  and  not  to  the  Liberal 
party.  When  lectures  are  delivered  the  use  of  the 
Mall  is  paid  for.  Shelton  was  only  paid  for  the  nse  of  hia 
room,  which  was  the  head  quarters  for  two  bill  posters  and 
two  messengers.  Shelton  did  a  great  deal  in  the  way  oC 
serTice  to  the  party,  and  the  shop  was  for  our  exclusive 
nae.  Of  the  bill  posters  one  had  £6  lOs.  and  the  other 
£6 159.  Harris  canvassed  in  company  with  Mr.  Shelton. 
Watts,  at  Summertown,  received  £5  for  acting  as  clerk 
and  messenger.  I  first  became  aware  there  was  to  be  a 
contest  on  the  morning  of  the  26th  of  April,  I  learnt  it 
from  the  fact  that  the  Conservatives  were  engaging  cabs 
and  messengers.  Mr.  Hicks  had  charge  of  his  own  room 
and  there  were  two  messengers.  There  were  250  yards 
between  Hicks's  and  Shelton's  Committee  rooms.  At 
Howkins'  Committee  room  Johnstone  was  the  clerk. 
There  were  three  messengers,  and  they  reported 
themselves  at  the  Liberal  ^all.  We  sent  from  the  HaU. 
Buch  bills  and  circulars  as  we  wished  distributed.  The 
distance  between  Holly  bush  Bow  Committee-room  and 
Howkins'  room  would  be  about  150  yards.  At  English's 
room  the  distribution  of  literature  would  takeplace.  Mr. 
English  and  Mr.  Palmer  were  canvassers.  There  would 
be  three  or  four  messengers  from  the  Liberal  Hall  there; 
The  result  of  the  canvass  would  be  reported  by  English, 
and  Palmer  and  Howse  would  send  out  the  pamphlets  and 
circulars.  The  houses  of  Hicks,  Shelton,  English,  and 
Howkins  were  used  at  the  April  election.  Keither  How- 
kins  nor  his  brothers  are  voters.  Only  Wm.  Howkins' was 
employed  in  April.  There  were  14  men  at  the  HoUybush 
room  and  14  at  Lambert's,  and  116  at  the  Liberal  Hall. 
We  had  not  so  many  at  the  April  election.  Many  of  the 
bill-posters  took  to  the  calling  at  the  election  time,  and 
Sylvester  and  Richards  were  engaged  after  the  election  in 
washing  off  the  bills.  They  were  paid  at  the  rate  of  5s. 
a-day.  Clerks  received  7s.  6d.  a  day,  but  they  received 
nothingextra  on  the  day  of  election  in  consequence  of  having 
refreshments.  A  breakfast  was  supplied  at  the  LibersJ 
Hall.  The  bill  was  bent  to  me  soon  after  the  election,  but 
I  did  not  pay  it.  I  thought  the  members  of  the  Liberal 
party  ought  to  pay  it,  and  not  the  candidate. 

Mr.  Cave— What  fund  did  you  think  they  ought  to  pay 
it  out  of  ? 

Mr.  Buckell — ^They  ought  to  subscribe  it. 

Mr,  Cave — Who  would  subscribe  it  ? 

Mr.  Buckell — The  members  of  the  Liberal  party  gene- 
rally. It  was  only  my  supposition.  I  did  not  Uke  the 
bill,  A  day  or  two  previous  to  the  publication  of  the  ac- 
counts I  sent  the  bill  to  Mr.  Bickerton.  I  took  it  myself 
to  Mr.  Annetts  and  did  not  pay  it.  On  Friday  last  Mr. 
Annetts  gave  it  me  back.   I  took  it  about  the  8th  of  July. 


24 

In  the  hnrry  of  the  work  of  preparing  accoonts  the  1^ 
was  not  attended  to. 

Mr.  Gave—You  mean  not  {mid. 

Mr.  Baokell— Yes.  On  Friday  I  went  and  asked  foe 
the  bill 

Mr.  Cave — ^What  was  the  reason  ? 

Mr.  Buckell— I  heard  the  examination  of  Mr.  Bickerton, 
and  I  thought  you  would  want  it.  The  Liberal  HaU 
breakfast  was  not  in  the  returns,  and  I  wanted  to  get  it. 
I  ordered  breakfast  for  200  of  Mr.  Arnatt  at  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Bickerton. 

Mr.  Cave— Did  240  partake  ? 

Mr.  Buckell— Yes. 

Mr.  Cave — ^Who  were  they  that  partook? 

Mr.  Buckell— About  100  or  120  of  the  men  we  had  invited 
as  volunteers. 

Mr.  Cave — When  was  the  invitation  given  to  the  volun« 
teers!  , 

Mr.  Buckell — On  the  day  previous  to  the  election,  or  on 
the  Thursday. 

Mr.  Cave— How  was  it  given  ? 

Mr.  Buckell — By  circular  or  card. 

Mr.  Cave— Were  they  printed  circulars  ? 

Mr.  Buckell— Yes. 

Mr.  Cave — What  was  that  circular? 

Mr.  Buckell- 1  could  not  quote  it.  I  may  be  able  to 
find  one. 

Mr.  Cave— That  would  be  better. 

Mr.  Buckell- The  card  was  the  admission  to  the  break« 
fast. 

Mr.  Cave— Did  you  keep  a  list  of  the  volunteers  ? 

Mr.  Buckell — I  think  the  list  is  destroyed. 

Mr.  Cave — How  did  you  get  that  list  ? 

Mr.  Buckell — At  the  different  meetings  that  were  held 
during  the  previous  week*  the  announcement  was  made 
that  we  wanted  500  volunteeis  on  the  day  of  the  election 
to  bring  up  voters,  and  names  were  given  in  to  us  at  these 
meetings.  They  were  copied  out  by  our  clerks,  and  invita- 
tions were  issued  upon  them. 

Mr.  Cave — Were  the  names  given  into  you  in  writing  ? 

Mr.  Buckell — As  the  people  came  and  gava  their  namea 
I  took  them  down,  and  they  were  given  to  the  clerks  to 
copy.  I  don't  think  I  have  got  either  the  original  or  the 
copy. 

Mr.  Cave— Did  yon  order  the  circulars  and  cards  to  be 
printed  ? 

Mr,  Buckell— No. 

Mr.  Cave— Where  did  you  get  them  from  ? 

Mr.  Buckell— They  came  from  the  Clarendon. 

Mr.  Cave'— How  many  were  sent  out  for  St.  Giles'  and 
St.  Thomas's. 

Mr.  Buckell— About  250.  I  should  think  100  attended 
at  the  Liberal  Hall,  and  the  others  at  Jericho  House  in 
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Walton  Street  Mr.  Higgins  is  the  landlord  of  th« 
bouse.  There  is  a  very  larp^e  room  there  which  Is  used  f  ov 
meetings,  &&  Mr.  Higgins  provided  the  breakfast  at 
Jericho  House,  and  this  is  the  account.  Those  who  bad 
cards  breakfasted  about  six,  and  the  men  who  came  from 
Abingdon  at  about  half -past  seven  or  eight.  The  persons 
to  whom  the  cards  were  sent  were,  as  a  rule,  well-to-do. 

Mr.  Cave — What  did  your  breakfast  consist  of  ? 

Mr.  Buckell— Tea,  coffee,  meat,  &c.;  it  was  very  plain. 

M&  Cave — ^What  were  the  refreshments  during  the  day  ? 

Mr.  Buckell — I  don't  exactly  know.  I  did  not  pay  any« 
thing  extra  on  the  day  of  the  election.  I  do  not  know  of 
any  bills  that  have  not  been  paid,  except  those  with 
reference  to  colours. 

Mr.  Cave — What  was  the  total  number  of  the  constables 
exclusive  of  the  Abinedon  men  ? 

Mr.  Buckell— Besides  those  we  had  88  constables  and 
detectives,  who  were  paid  Ss.  a  day,  except  Simms^ 
who  was  the  head  and  a  more  efficient  man,  and  he  re- 
ceived 2l8. 

Mr.  Cave — From  whom  did  you  leam  that  104  men  were 
to  come  from  Abingdon  ? 

Mr.  Buckell— I  can't  exactly  say,  it  might  have  been 
Mr.  Bickerton  or  Mr.lXuttall.  I  tlunk  I  heard  of  it  about 
Friday  middaybefore  the  election. 

Mr.  Cave— What  were  you  told  about  the  104  men  ? 

Mr.  Buckell— I  was  told  that  they  were  coining  to  the 
Liberal  Hall,  and  I  very  much  regretted  their  coming. 

Mr.  Cave— Were  you  to  make  preparations  for  a  break- 
fast for  them  ? 

Mr.  Buckell — I  don't  think  I  had  positive  orders  to  make 
preparations  for  breakfast,  but  I  think  t  was  understood. 
At  any  rate  they  had  a  breakfast.  I  think  they  had 
colours  given  them ;  I  can't  say  positively  whether  this  is 
80,  but  Z  saw  them  wearing  favours.  My  instructions  to 
them  were  to  divide  and  go  into  various  parts  of  the 
City.  I  should  think  50  remained  in  Gloucester  Green 
nntil  four  o'clock.  We  had  great  reason  to  apprehend  a 
disturbance.  The  men  obtained  the  colours  from  the  Liberal 
Hall.  The  £1015s.  for  refreshments  to  the  "  Liberal  Guards" 
was  for  bread  and  cheese  and  beer.  Their  services  during 
the  week  hai  been  voluntary.  Twenty-three  men  were 
supplied.  We  had  two  meetings  and  sometimes  three 
every  evening,  and  the  Guards  attended  them.  There 
were  six  days  on  which  the  meetings  were  held.  I  don't 
think  there  was  a  voter  amongst  these  23  men.  I  gave  no 
authority  for  the  bread  and  cheese  and  beer,  and  did  not 
hear  of  it  until  after  the  election,  but  I  paid  Busb^  in 
order  that  he  should  not  lose  it.  T.  Plowman,  of  Abing* 
don,  sent  twelve  men  on  the  day  of  the  election  to  act  as 
messengers,  but  I  did  not  order  them,  although  I  had  a 
conversation  with  him  before  the  election,  and  I  only  paid 
the  bill  to  avoid  litigation.    He  is  a  carrier  and  active 
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Liberal  at  Abingdon.  I  tbonght  at  first  that  he  was  one 
of  Mr.  Fryce's  party.  I  believe  these  men  had  refresh- 
ments,  bat  I  can't  say.  When  I  told  the  captain  of  the 
Abingdon  men  to  go  in  various  parts  of  the  City,  I  did 
not  tell  them  what  to  do.  They  mnst  have  received 
instructions  at  Abingdon.  I  did  not  keep  a  cash  account. 
I  did  not  receive  an^  books  except  from  Mr.  Bickerton. 
I  have  only  the  receipts  for  the  money  paid. 

Mr.  Cave— Have  you  put  the  accounts  together  to  see 
what  was  the  amount  paid  ?— Mr.  Buckell — ^Yes. 

Mr.  Cave — Did  you  give  any  acknowledgment  to  Mr* 
Bickerton  for  the  cneques  ? 

Mr.  Buckell— No.    They  bear  my  endorsement. 

Mr.  Cave — Did  you  hand  any  sum  back? 

Mr.  Buckell— Yes,  £50. 

Mr.  Cave — Did  you  receive  any  acknowledgment  of  that  2 

Mr.  Buckell — No.  I  gave  him  the  vouchers  with  t^e 
amount  paid. 

Mr.  Cave  said  he  would  ask  Mr.  Buckell  to  retire  with 
the  Secretary  during  the  afternoon  and  point  out  the  sums 
he  had  actually  paid. 

Mr.  Cave- What  conveyances  were  used  in  your  district? 

Mr.  Buckell— 23  or  24  in  St.  Thomas.  I  don't  know  the 
number  in  St.  Giles.  They  were  sentfrom  the  Central  Office. 

Mr.  Buckell — I  paid  Beesley  for  printing  and  stationery. 
I  gave  orders  for  all  stationery  used  at  the  Liberal  Hall 
and  at  St.  Giles'.  I  gave  orders  for  printing  bills  and 
circulars.  I  had  the  arrangement  of  all  meetings  and  the 
announcement  of  them  in  Oxford. 

Mr.  Cave — Don't  you  think  you  might  have  done  with 
less  than  116  messengers  ? 

Mr.  Buckell — I  would  have  done  without  the  whole  of 
them,  but  we  should  have  lost.  If  you  ask  me  what  is 
really  necessary  I  shall  hardly  know  how  to  answer, 
because  I  think  circumstances  in  a  measure,  justly 
the  employment  of  so  many  people.  But  I  do  not  think  it 
right ;  I  do  cot  think  they  ought  to  be  employed.  I  should 
like  the  Ballot  Act  carried  out  with  the  utmost  stringency. 
I  would  go  further,  and  make  it  not  only  a  privilege  but 
a  duty  to  vote.  There  are  in  the  constituency  a  certain 
number  of  Liberals  and  a  certain  number  of  Conservatives, 
and  all  the  expense  and  trouble  is  incurred  in  tixa 
endeavour  to  optain  the  votes  of  those  who  have  no 
politics,  and  nmo  are  only  to  be  moved  by  some 
interested  motive.  If  it  were  possible  for  such  a  law 
to  be  passed,  I  would  have  a  law  that  if  they  had 
the  franchise  they  should  exercise  it,  and  fuling  to  do 
BO  should  be  a  sround  for  striking  their  names  off  iSie  list. 

Mr.  Cave — ^Each  side  is  driven  to  employ  these  people  by 
the  fact  that  the  other  side  do  so. 

Mr.Buckell — That  argument  would  be  used  on  both  sides 

Mr.  Gave—In  point  of  fact  ^  ou  are  obliged  to  do  this  to 
induce  people  to  record  their  votes  ? 
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Mr.  Buckell — It  amounts  to  that.  I  might  put  it  in 
other  words,  hot  that  is  the  substance  of  it.  I  should  per- 
haps qualify  that  by  saying  the  men  I  employed  who  were 
voters  I  believe  were  Liberals.  And  more  than  that.  I 
think  the  great  reason  why  so  many  applied  for  employ- 
ment on  this  election  was  that  we  had  a  very  hard  winter. 
The  employment  of  people  on  elections  is  a  thing  practised 
in  Parliamentary  elections,  but  I  am  thankful  to  say  not 
in  municipal.  That  has  been  the  case  for  a  long  time. 
That  being  the  case  many  came  to  us  for  employment,  and 
^ey  thought  it  very  hard  that  we  did  not  employ  them. 
I  think  I  could  give  you  the  names  of  from  12  to  20 
Liberals  who  went  to  the  other  side  because  they  were  not 
employed,  but  how  they  voted  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  Cave — Give  me  the  names. 

Mr.  Buckell— Bentham,  Cowley  Boad ;  Whitlock,  in  the 
same  neighbourhood;  Charles  Shurrock,  King  Street; 
and  Moses  Stanbrook,  Cardigan  Street;  those  are  men 
who  professed  to  be  Liberals  for  a  long  time.  I  could 
mention  others  whose  politics  were  not  so  decided. 

Mr.  Cave— I  will  ask  you  to  make  a  memorandum  to 
enlarge  the  list. 

Mr.  Buckell — Some  of  these  men  said  to  me  afterwards, 
'*  We  shall  not  change  our  politics,  but  we  were  in  bad 
circumstances."  My  experience  is  that  when  a  man  joins 
a  party  it  does  not  take  very  long  before  he  becomes 
interested  in  the  success  of  that  party.  I  think  I  ought 
to  say  something  more.  You  will  see  by  what  have 
stated  that  we  had  reason  to  believe  that  a  great  deal  o£ 
money  was  to  be  expended  by  the  Conservative  party. 
The  question  was, — How  were  we  to  meet  it  ? — What  were 
we  to  do  ?  I  was  an  advocate  for  endeavouring  to  over- 
come an  influence  such  as  would  come  from  treating  on  a 
large  scale  or  bribery  by  putting  out  a  great  quantity  of 
literature  appealing  to  the  reason  and  judgment  of  men  ; 
and  almost  every  day  during  the  election  there  was  some 
pamphlet  or  paper  sent  out  to  the  voters  in  my  district. 
I  have  some  of  them— [handing^  a  packet  to  Mr.  Cave] — 
so  that  you  can  see  exactly  what  they  were  like.  So— 
although  we  employed  a  large  number  of  people— I  tried 
to  find  legitimate  employment  in  connection  with  the 
election,  though  at  the  same  time  I  would  not  have  you  to 
tinderstand  but  what  there  were  some  men  for  whom 
there  was  no  work  to  do,  even  with  the  sending  out  of  all 
this  literature.  Men  told  me  over  and  over  again  that 
they  could  get  work  on  the  other  side,  and  when  we  did 
not  employ  them  they  left  us. 

Mr.  Cave — ^You  say  a  large  number  of  men  were  employed 
to  stick  to  their  colours,  can  you  give  an  instance  of  a  voter 
being  employed  whom  you  believed  was  a  Conservative  ? 

Mr.  Buckell— T  cannot.  I  will  call  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  only  one  of  every  three  men  who  were  em- 
ployed were  voters* 
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Mr.  Cave— YoQ  gathered  from  all  that  these  people 
■aid  to  jon  that  there  was  plenty  of  employment  on  Uio 
Conservative  side  ? 

Mr.  Buckell— Yes. 

Mr.  Cave— And  you  heard  of  the  £3,000? 

Mr.  Backell>-Tes. 

Mr.  Cave— That  would  be  in  exoecs'  of.  what  would  be 
legitimately  spent  ? 

Mr.  Buckell — ^Yes. 

Mr.  Cave — You  gathered  from  the  answers  of  those 
men  that  there  was  colourable  employment  ? 

Mr.  Buckell — ^Yes ;  and  there  were  reports  of  direct 
bribery  as  far  as  offers  of  money  were  concerned. 

Mr.  Cave — Did  you  receive  any  money  for  your  servioea 
at  the  election  ? 

Mr.  Buckell — ^I  did  not. 

On  resuming  after  luncheon,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cowie, 
Mr.  Buckell  said:  I  did  not  go  to  Abingdon  in  con- 
nection with  the  election.  I  had  orders  from  Mr. 
Bickerton  to  make  arrangements  for  the  breakfasts.  A 
number  of  persons  were  employed  who  were  not  of  a  very 
pronounced  opinion.  I  did  not  employ  night  watchmen  in 
my  district. 

JBy  Mr.  Ridley — It  was  reported  to  me  that  the  Con- 
servatives had  hired  60  or  70  Committee-rooms.  No  Com- 
mittee-room was  engaged  in  Walton  Street.  There  were 
instances  of  rooms  oeing  engajred  as  Conservative  Com- 
mittee-rooms, and  I  don't  think  they  were  used  for  the 
Surpose.  I  don't  know  when  the  breakfast  ceased  at  the 
ericho  House.  I  presumed  it  terminated  at  seven  o'clock ; 
that  was  my  understanding  and  orders.  I  don't  know 
what  the  men  from  Abingdon  did ;  they  were  labourers 
and  artizans  and  were  very  quiet.  I  have  not  heard  o£ 
any  noise  in  connection  with  them.  We  believed,  and  we 
thought  we  had  good  reason  to  believe  it  from  the  reports 
made  to  us,  that  corrupt  practices  were  being  carried  on. 
To  overcome  that  we  sought  by  every  means  to  arouse  the 
Liberal  party  in  the  City  by  appealing  to  the  reason  and 
judgment  of  the  people  by  means  of  pamphlets  and  papers, 
so  there  was  an  inordinate  quantity  of  literature. 

Mr.  Bidley — Could  not  that  have  been  supplied  by  the 
appointment  of  persons  not  voters? 

Mr.  BuckeU — ^Yes.  I  don't  attempt  to  justify  it.  In 
1874  I  took  no  active  interest  in  the  election.  I  was  simply 
a  looker  on.  In  1874  I  saw  a  Liberal  committee  room 
in  Gloucester  Green  stormed  by  a  mob  of  people,  and  the 
clerks  driven  out  and  the  papers  scattered  about.  At  the 
last  election  until  four  o'dock  all  was  quiet,  and  I  think 
that  justified  the  employment  of  a  number  of  men.  The 
Conservatives  were  good  loser?,  but  bad  winners,  and  I 
think  if  it  had  not  Men  for  the  force  of  men  we  should 
have  had  a  riot  after  the  declaration  of  the  ]poll. 

Mr.  Fercival  Walsh,  solicitor,  practising  in  Oxford  and 
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Bicester,  said— I  was  agent  for  the  Conservative  party  at 
the  last  election.  The  first  occasion  I  took  an  active 
part  in  politics  in  Oxford  was  in  1868.^  I  then  took  an 
active  interest  in  a  municipal  contest  in  the  East  Ward 
when  Mr.  Lowndes  was  returned.  In  February  1874  Mr. 
Hall^was  beaten,  and  on  Mr.  Gardweil  being  raised  to  the 
peers  f;e,  Mr.  Hal)  again  stood,  and  defeated  Mr.  Lewis. 
Then  came  the  April  and  May  elections.  We  had  a  meet- 
ing? on  the  24th  of  April,  and  it  was  then  decided  we  should 
sot  contest  the  seat.  About  11  o'clock  on  Monday  it  was 
thought  we  must  fight  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt.  The  thing 
present  to  our  minds  was  the  intense  unpopularity  of  the 
Home  Secretary,  and  that  he  had  brought  down  Mr. 
Ghitty  to  turn  out  Mr.  Hall.  The  Central  Com- 
mittee was  at  the  Koebuck  Hotel.  The  mes- 
sengers were  engaged  by  Mr.  Draper,  Mr.  W.  Plow- 
man, and  Mr.  Ives.  I  think  the  district  of  St.  Aldate 
and  North  Hincksey  were  committed  to  Mr.  Churms  and 
Mr.  Comfort.  South  Hincksey  was  canvassed  by  Colonel 
Hall  and  Mr.  Stuart  Sim,  of  the  Oxford  Circuit.  Mr. 
Thomas  Forder  Plowman  managed  the  Holywell  district, 
and  Mr.  Crane  canvassed  and  Mr.  Kowley  assisted.  St. 
Mary  Magdalen  district  was  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Sheard 
and  Mr.  Bennett  and  bis  brothers,  I  think  all  the  Com- 
mittee rooms  were  returned  to  me  and  hung  up,  but  they 
were  torn  down  after  the  election.  I  don't  know  exactly 
who  destroyed  the  papers.  Nearly  all  the  papers  were 
destroyed  six  or  seven  days  before  the  petition.  They  were 
destroyed  by  my  directions.    I  had  my  reasons  for  it. 

Mr.  Cave — What  were  your  reasons? 

Mr.  Walsh — They  would  probably  have  disclosed 
corrupt  practices  or  quasi  corrupt  practices.  They 
would  have  demonstrated  to  you  infallibly  that 
my  accounts  could  not  have  been  kept  right.  The 
district  of  St.  Clement's  was  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Herbert  Morrell,  and  the  Cowley  district  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Mr.  Thomas  and  £ir.  Peppercorn,  with  Mr. 
Padbury  King  and  Mr.  Stratton,  of  the  Oxford  Circuit. 
Mr.  Arthur  Ward  had  the  superintendenceof  the  St.  Giles' 
district.  The  Summertown  district  was  under  the  £are  of 
Mr^  F.  Cripps,  assisted  by  Mr.  Gelling.  St.  Thomas'  was 
divided  into  three  districts.  Jericho  under  the  care  of  Mr. 
Greeson,  the  Kev.  Wasbbourne  West,  and  Mr.  Mabbatt ; 
St.  Thomas',  under  Mr.  Wells  and  Mr.  Turner ;  Osney  and 
New  Botley  also  under  Mr.  Wells,  assisted  by  Mr.  God- 
dard ;  St.  Ebbe  under  Mr.  Evetts  and  Mr.  Gynes.  I  did 
not  pay  for  the  Committee  rooms  myself.  I  think  Mr. 
Draperpaid  the  whole  of  the  bills. 

Mr.  Cfave—There  are  no  vouchers  for  204  messengers 
and  41  clerks  out  of  95. 

Mr.  Walsh— That  was  a  mistake  made  by  my  clerk, 
Mr,  Draper,  and  when  I  came  to  examioe  the  accounts 
ivithout  vouchers  I  complained   very   much.     The  em- 
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ployment  no  doubt  was  excess! Ye>  The  explanatioa  Mr. 
Draper  gives  is  that  he  was  afraid  of  |a  crimiaal  prose- 
cution where  the  men  were  paid  and  voted,  and  he  wanted 
to  save  these  poor  fellows.  No  doubt  we  employed  too 
many  clerks  and  messengers,  but  we  shall  have  something 
to  say  about  that. 

Mr.  Cave — And  employed  them  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  their  votes. 

Mr.  Walsh — The  fact  is  this  There' were  30  voters  in  Stt 
Thomas's  known  supporters  of  ours  who,  as  they  had  for- 
merlyfvoted  for  Dr.  Deane,  must  have  been  Tories.  They 
went  about  displaying  Liberal  colours,  and  tbe;^  were 
known  as  "  Cooper's  lambs,"  after  a  Town  Councillor  of 
that  name  who  had  engaged  them.  I  met  one,  who  said 
tome,  "My  ribbons  are  red,  but  my  heart  is  blue."  I 
asked,  "Can  you  vote  for  us?"  and  he  replied,  "No; 
Cooper  employs  me  and  pays  me  well.  I  must  vote  on 
his  side ;  bat  they  say  it  will  make  no  difference."  At  the 
last  election  I  took  care  to  get  all  "  Cooper's  lambs"  on  our 
side.  The  Liberals  in  the  first  election  bought  a  large 
quantity  by  employment,  and  at  all  hazar<  s  we  deter- 
mined to  buy  them  back  again.  At  the  first  election 
the  employment  by  the  Liberals  was  frightful,  and  I 
called  a  meeting  of  my  party  and  told  them   we  were 

foiDg  to  lose,  and  I  advised  them  to  withdraw  Mr.  HalL 
'he  reply  was  to  go  on  and  conduct  the  election  with 
purity.    I  was  told  it  was  nonsense,  but  it  turned  out  true. 

Mr.  Cave — What  money  were  you  supplied  with  ? 

Mr.  Walsh— Take  the  £3,000  about  which  so  much  has 
been  said.  I  think  Prof.  Burrows  made  a  mistake  when 
he  said  it  came  from  the  Carlton,  for  I  think  a  whip  was 
made  amongst  the  leaders  of  the  party.  Only  £2,700  came 
into  my  hands,  but  I  think  my  partner  had  the  balance. 
•Mj  purtner  might  have  received  another  £150.  We  re- 
ceived another  £1,000  by  subscription  in  London  as  a  gift. 
That  makes  £4,000,  and  I  borrowed  £500  in  the  joint 
name  of  Mr.  Dayman  and  myself,  making  in  all  £4,500. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Cave,  Mr.  Walsh  said — I  received  be- 
tween £500  and  £700  from  Mr.  Evetts,  and  that  was  ap- 
plied to  .the  payments  of  the  expenses  of  the  past  election. 
It  was  a  mere  Joggle,  and  to  pay  illegal  expenditure. 

Mr.  Cave — From  whom  did  it  come  ? 
"  Mr.  Walsh— Do  you  oblige  me  to  answer  the  question 
If  you  make  me  I  will  do  so. 

Mr.  Cave — We  will  consider  whether  yon  shall  answer. 
What  we  have  to  consider  is  whether  corrupt  practices 
prevailed  in  this  City. 

Mr.  Walsh— It  would  be  painful  to  me  to  talk  of  old 
friends.  It  came  from  London.  £181  was  given  to  Mr. 
Matthews,  of  Brighton.  It  was  not  stated  what  it  was 
for,  but  it  was  tmderstood  it  was  for  corrupt  purposes. 

Mr.  Cave — ^Who  was  it  given  to  by  him  f 

Mr.  Walsh— Do  you  compel  me  to  answer  the  question  ? 
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Mr.  Cave— You  must  answer  it. 

l^f*  Walsh— I  recommended  that  it  should  be  ^vea  ta 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Payne,  Mr.  John  Calcutfc,  Mr.Thomaa 
Wells,  and  I  think  Mr.  Goodson,  but  I  am  not  sure  of 
that. 

Mr.  Cave— Do  you  know  what  Mr.  Matthew  is  ? 

Mr.  Walsh — No.  I  must  not  make  an  uncandid  answer,, 
but  he  is  the  gentleman  who  brought  the  money  down;^ 
otherwise  I  do  not  know  him. 

Mr.  Cave — What  is  his  particular  calling  or  profession  % 

Mr.  Walsh— I  think  he  is  only  an  electioneerer. 

Mr.  Cave— Now  with  reference  to  the  sum  of  £181^  Do 
you  Imow  how  it  was  disposed  of  ? 

Mr.  Walsh — He  told  me  he  had  disposed  of  it,  but  he. 
did  not  tell  me  precisely  in  what  amounts. 

Mr.  Cave— Did  he  tell  you  to  whom  it  had  gone  ? 

Mr.  Walsh— WeU,  he  must  have  done.  I  cannot  dis'^ 
tinguish  between  what  he  told  me  and  what  he  did.    X 

Save  him  directions,  but  when  he  came  and  told  me  what 
e  had  done  with  it  the  conversation  must  have  been  very 
ehort. 

Mr.  Cave— I  suppose  he  would  follow  your  suggestion^ 

Mr.  Walsh— Undoubtedly. 

Mr.  Cave^He  was  a  stranger  to  Oxford. 

Mr.  Walsh — He  was. 

Mr.  Cave— And  he  wanted  a  convenient  channel  iii 
which  to  distribute  it. 

Mr.  Walsh— Undoubtedly. 

Mr.  Cave— Are  you  aware  that  he  himself  actually 
bribed? 

Mr.  Walsh— He  simply  handed  it  over  to  the  men  named. 

Mr.  Cave— Did  you  ever  learn  how  the  money  had  been 
cUsposedof? 

Mr.  Walsh— No. 

Mr.  Cave— How  came  you  to  suggest  to  Mr.  Matthews 
the  names  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wells,  Mr.  Calcntt,  and  Mr. 
Payne  ? 

Mr.  Walsh— They  were  political  friends  I  had  In  the 
town. 

Mr.  Cave — I  should  like  to  know  how  you  came  to 
•elect  Mr.  Calcutt,  Mr.  Wells,  and  Mr.  Payne  ? 

Mr.  Walsh — ^Because  they  were  discreet  persons  who 
would  not  put  a  penny  into  their  pockets  that  did  not  be* 
long  to  them.  We  meant  to  turn  out  Sir  William  Har* 
Qoortat  whatever  cost.  Mr.  Matthews  was  in  Oxford 
five  or  six  days.  He  came  down  a  day  or  two  before  he 
fonod  me  out,  and  then  returned  to  London 
ft  day  or  two  afterwards.  I  think  he  stayed  to  see  that  we 
were  doing  our  duty.  (A  laugh.)  My  partner,  Mr» 
Dayman,  might  have  given  Mr.  Wells  something  in 
•dvance,  but  I  am  not  sure  of  it. 
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FOURTH  DAY.— TUESDAY,  Oct.  5* 

The  examination  of  Mr,  Fercival  Walsh  was  continned 
this  morning  by  Mr.  Cave.  He  said  before  you  proceed 
to  examine  me  I  wish  to  mention  that  I  made  a  mistake 
yesterday,  which  members  of  my  family  drew  my  atten- 
tion to.  It  was  not  Saturday  the  24th  of  April  in  the 
evening  when  we  met  at  the  Brewery  to  consider  whether 
we  should  oppose  Sir  William  or  not,  but  Monday,  the 
26th,  and  therefore  it  would  follow  it  was  Tuesday,  at 
11  o'clock,  when  I  came  into  Oxford,  and  then,  subject  to 
my  assent,  they  resolved  to  go  on.  Then  I  have  been  told, 
and  I  think  on  very  good  authority,  that  Mr.  Goodsoo,' 
whose  name  I  fear  I  did  mention  to  Mr.  Matthews,  did 
not  receive  any  money  from  him,  and  I  am  rather  doubt- 
ful whether  I  did  mention  his  name.  Then  as  to  the  next 
point,  I  observed  an  expression  of  surprise  pass  over  the 
face  of  the  Commissioners  when  I  said  I  had  held  no 
oommunication  with  the  gentlemen  that  I  mentioned  who 
were  to  receive  the  money.  I  have  been  thinking  over 
it  during  the  night,  and  I  still  adhere  to  that.  I  was  for 
many  years  the  leader  of  the  Conservative  party  here,  and 
they  were  very  much  in  the  habit,  wisely  or  otherwise,  of 
following  my  advice,  and  a  message  from  me  would  have 
been  sufficient.  I  never  remember  seeing  them  on  the 
subject  on  any  single  occasion.  Then  relative  to  an 
anecdote  I  gave  in  the  witness  box  last  night  with  regard 
to  the  employment  of  persons  by  the  other  side,  and  the 
motives  that  led  us  to  embark  on  the  career  we  undoubt- 
edly did  on  the  second  election,  I  remember,  during  the 
first  election,  that  I  had  my  Committee-room  next  door  to 
the  bank,  when  I  was  removed  by  the  threat  of  an  in* 
junction,  and  from  seven  to  eleven  men  came  one  morning 
whilst  I  was  standing  on  the  top  of  the  stairs,  and  I  said 
to  thtm,  *'What  do  you  want?"  They  said  something 
about  being  voters,  or  their  fathers  voters,  and  they  always 
had  been  supporters  of  Mr.  Hall.  I  said  I  was  exceedingly 
glad  to  hear  it,  and  glad  to  see  them,  and  I  again  asked 
them  what  they  wanted,  and  they  replied  that  they  wanted 
to  be  put  on  as  messengers.  I  said  that  is  rot ;  I  am  full 
of  messengers  who  cannot  walk  and  clerks  who  cannot 
write.  They  said  we  can  gtt  employment  on  the  other 
pide,  and  if  you  don't  engage  us  we  shall  go  to  the 
Clarendon.  I  made  a  rough  answer,  and  they  went  out. 
.  1  saw  them  go  to  the  Clarendon,  and  after  waiting  five 
minutes  I  did  not  see  them  come  out,  and  I  don't  know 
what  became  of  them. 

What  was  the  day  ?~I  can't  tell  the   day.    It  was 
during  the  first  three  weeks  of  the  election. 

Then  as  to  Mr.  Matthews,  is  that  his  real  name? — ^I 
never  called  him,  when  having  communication  with  him, 
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^  any  ether  aame.    I  believe  he  also  nses  the  name  d 
Clharles  Pegler. 

And  his  address?— It  is  Hill  Street,  Bntland  Gate. 

Have  you  bad  any  commanication  with  him  sinoehe 
left  Oxford  ?— I  have  seen  him  frequently. 

When  did  you  see  bim  ?— A  month  or  six  weeks  afi^o.  I 
have  never  seen  him  in  London.  I  don't  wan't  to  shirk  any 
personal  responsibility  or  try  to  make  myself  worse  than  I 
am.  I  bad  a  natural  reluctance  to  embark  in  a  matter  of  this 
sort.    He  is  a  very  good  fellow. 

Did  you  communicate  with  him  in  writing  ?— No.  I 
have  bad  letters  from  bim  ;  one  a  month  or  a  fortnight 
ago.  But  I  have  destroyed  them.  I  am  not  likely  to  keep 
them.    I  have  never  written  to  him  in  my  life. 

Is  Charles  Pegler  bis  real  name?— If  you  find  out  he 
has  another  don't  think  I  am  misleading  you.  I  dont 
know  of  any  other  besides  Pegler  and  Matthews. 

Did  you  know  him  before  the  last  election? — No.  I 
never  saw  him  before,  and  I  certainly  never  heard  from 
him.  I  was  directed  to  conduct  the  April  election  with  the 
greatest  purity,  and  I  did  what  the  Commissioners  have 
snggested,  sent  round  all  my  circulars  by  post.  I  have 
not  only  received  400  back  in  consequence,  but  I  was  ex- 
posed to  repeated  remonstrances  from  the  various  district 
Committee  rooms. 

Now,  Mr.  Walsh,  did  I  quite  understand  your  ex- 
planation with  regard  to  the  entry  o!  those  four  sums  of 
£350,  £250,  £150,  and  £1,500,  which  amount  altogether  to 
£3,S^0.  Now  I'und«»r8tand  you  to  say  that  you  received 
a  cheque  from  Mr.  Evetts  for  £500,  of  which  you  paid  £150 
into  tne  first  account  ?— fes. 

Now  what  was  the  date  when  that  cheque  was  received? 
— I  cannot  tell  you,  you  must  refer  to  Mr.  Evetts. 

I  do  not  see  why  thab  £3,280  should  be  broken  into  these 
four  small  sumf*.  In  the  first  place  you  received  £750  from 
Mr.  Evetts  ?-yes. 

During  the  course  of  the  first  election  ?— No.  After  the 
first  election,  but  before  the  second. 

Now  what  was  £750  paid  to  you  for  ?— It  was  paid  to  me 
fo;;  the  extra  expenses  of  the  previous  election,  or,  I  sup- 
pose, to  use  Mr.  Buckell's  expression,  in  the  payment  of 
volunteer  canvassers.    (Laughter.) 

I  «want  to  a^k  you  what  are  your  expenses  for  bill  post- 
ing. It  appears  to  be  £93  15s.,  does  that  represent  all  the 
money  expended  in  bill  posting  ?—  I  think  there  is  a  claim 
for  bill  posting  to  the  amount  of  £1  Is.  6d.  more,  though 
you  quite  understand  that  I  must  speak  guardedly  about 
these  accounts.  I  myself  shut  ray  eyes  perfectly  to  them, 
and  did  not  pay  a  single  bill  myself  for  a  purpose. 

Did  you  know  what  was  done  in  the  way  of  bill  posting  ? 
— ^Weli,  I  never  saw  such  an  election  for  placards  in  my 
life.  I  should  think  it  would  not  be  too  much  to  say  in 
one  sort  of  paper  and  another  that  we  issued  by  way 
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of  circulars  and  placards  not  less  than  60,000  things  from 
the  yarions  Committee  rooms. 

I  want  to  ask  you  whether  Brightwell  or  Morris  sub- 
stantially did  the  bill  postinf?,  or  whether  you  also  employed 
men  to  do  posting  work  ? — You  see  I  shall  have  to  answer 
you  in  a  very  guarded  way.  I  do  not  really  know.  I  can 
only  judge  now  by  the  claims  that  are  sent  in  to  me  from 
various  places.  I  cannot  answer  you  many  questions  with 
regard  to  the  accounts. 

All  the  outstanding  accounts  came  in  from  time  to 
time  ? — I  don't  know.    All  I  can  say  is  that  they  did  come 

in. 

The  President — I  see  from  this  a  total  amount  of 
4,337^.  lOs.  3d. 

Mr.  Walsh — That  induces  another  addition  sum.  I 
don't  know  in  what  way  you  begin  to  take  these  things. 
I  make  the  account  out  in  one  way,  and  it  might  suggest 
itself  to  your  mind  in  another.    The  whole  thing  is  pur- 

Eosely  confused.  I  should  think  the  first  election  cost 
etween  3,800^.  and  4,000^  and  the  second  from  7,8002.  to 
8,0002.,  but  I  shall  be  able  to  give  you  the  figures  if  you  will 
let  me  sit  down  to  them.  We  have  received  some- 
thing like  a  little  over  5,0002.  and  owe  about  2,8002.  I 
have  never  had  my  fee,  which  is  put  down  at  4272.  I 
gave  a  receipt  for  it,  but  I  never  had  the  money.  Poor 
Mr.  Kamsbottom  has  never  received  2102.,  but  Mr.  Greg- 
son  we  were  obliged  to  pay.  Then  there  is  Mr.  Churms  down 
for  422.  15s.  If  I  paid  him  202. ,  or  two  or  three  and  twenty 
pounds,  it  is  as  much  as  he  ban  had.  These  sums  have 
all  one  in  this  extra  illegal  expenditure,  extra  employment 
and  all  the  rest  of  it.  So  you  have  to  take  away  these 
things,  and  add  to  the  illegal  expenditure  of  which  we 
)iave  been  guilty. 

Do  you  know  when  these  accounts  came  in  which  are 
filed  ? — I  should  think  the  greater  part  of  them  were  sent  in 
before  the  petition  commenced.  I  don't  think  they  would 
have  been  sent  in  during  the  time  of  the  petition.  I  should 
have  told  people  if  they  asked  me  for  money  to  wait  until 
the  petition  was  over,  and  then  I  would  see  what  I  could 
do  for  them.  I  endeavoured  to  pay  the  lower  class  of  those 
who  were  employed.  I  never  pay  my  legal  agents  until 
last,  because  I  could  rely  upon  them  not  to  press  me  for  the 
money.  # 

Who  is  B.  Scott? — He  is  a  gentleman  who  was  good 
enough  to  pay  for  some  messengers  at  Hincksey,  and  he 
advanced  £22  for  the  purpose,  which  Mr.  Draper  says  be 
has  never  been  repaid. 

Who  is  Mr.  Webber  Patterson  ?— He  is  a  draper  in 
Oxford.  He  should  be  paid  £99 19s.  5d.  I  think  it  was 
for  colours. 

Can  you  tell  me  why  there  are  vouchers  for  54  clerks 
and  none  for  the  other  41  ?— I  answered  that  question 
yesterday  and  I  have  nothing  te  add. 
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1 866  in  your  aocouDts  there  are  no  payments  for  person- 
ation agents?— ITou  will  find  they  are  all  among  the 
claims.    They  are  all  country  solicitors. 

Who  is  Henry  Ward  ?— That  is  more  than  I  can  state,, 
there  are  so  many  persons  of  the  name  of  Ward  in  the 
City. 

He  is  described  as  having  a  public-house  ? — It  would  be 
useful  for  me  to  have  a  print  of  the  persons  before  me. 
(Papers  handed  to  Mr.  Walsh.) 

I  want  to  know  what  his  connection  with  the  election 
was? — I  don't  know  him.  Mr.  Evetts  evidently  knows 
him. 

Who  is  Benjamin  Ballard  ? — He  is,  I  think,  Chairman  of 
the  Conservative  Association  at  Abingdon.  He  was> 
charged  with  havlog  given  a  man  named  Deacon  £2  to 
vote,  but  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  him. 

John  Bumbleton?— He  is  a  grocer  in  Walton  Street. 

Did  he  take  any  part  in  the  election? — I  shouldT 
think  he  is  a  man  incapable  of  bribing  anybody.  A  man 
named  Henry  Howse  obtained  £16  on  the  pretence  that 
he^was  connected  with  an  assurance  company,  and  would 
canvass  the  members  from  whom  he  collected  premiums, 
and  with  whom  he  was  supposed  to  have  influence.  He 
obtained  the  money  by  producing  forged  letters  and  tele- 
grams, but  he  did  nothing  for  it,  and  was  not  connected 
with  the  assurance  company.  Incidentally  it  was  men- 
tioned that  a  known  Liberal,  Mr.  Penny,  told  Mr.  Walsh 
that  he  was  going  to  Norwich  to  canvass  Jfor  the  Tory  can- 
didate, but  would  return  to  Oxford  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall  if 
he  received  a  cheque  for  his  travelling  expenses.  He  wrote 
to  Norwich  to  **  put  the  stopper"  on  his  employment  by 
the  Tories,  and  told  them  to  keep  him  until  the  Oxford 
election  was  over ;  but  he  was  back  on  the  following  day, 
and  was  very  busy  driving  Liberals  to  the  poll 

Who  is  Isaac  Luker  ?— He  comes  from  Handborough, 
but  I  don't  know  the  charge  against  him.  William 
Matthews  is  one  of  our  agents  in  High  Street,  St. 
Clement's.  Mr.  John  James  Lyne  keeps  the  White 
Hart  in  Oornmarket  Street.  He  is  a  valuable  supporter 
uf  ours,  and  one  who  is  not  lik«^ly  to  biibe  anyone.  I 
don't  know  Charles  Weaver.  Thomas  Tanner  kee[»  a 
publichouse  called  '*The  Welsh  Pony."  At  the  time 
of  the  election  I  think  Mr.  Tanner  received  and  hos- 
pitably entertained  four  paupers  who  were  freemen,  and  la 
the  Workhotise  at  Oxford.  Mv  evidence,  you  must  recol- 
lect, is  only  cursory,  so  if  I  make  a  mistuce  yon  must  for* 
give  it.  Stephen  Peedell  is  a  poor  wretched  insane- 
man.  Mr.  Bickerton  said  that  he  prosecuted  Peedell  for 
bribery  committed  at  the  first  election.  It  was  nothing  of 
the  kind ;  it  was  for  bribery  at  the  second.  Then  he  said 
he  could  not  tell  whether  or  not  Peedell  had  committed 
bribery  before  Nuttall  came  or  afterwards.  It  was  not  by 
tile  payment  of  money  that  the  poor  fellow  was  convicted,. 
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it  was  by  signinflr  a  paper  in  the  form  of  a  promissory  note 
which  said,  "  I  agree  to  pay  you  £1  if  you  will  vote  for 
Alexander  William  Hall.  *  It  was  connived  at  by  those 
Birmingham  ronghs,  and  that  was  the  whole  of  the 
case  against  Peedell,  about  whom  so  mnoh  has 
been  said.  John  Calcntt  is  the  manlwhom  I  have  men- 
tioned. James  Jones  is  a  man  known  by  the  name  of. 
*'  Lawyer'*  Jones,  and  a  hay  dealer.  (Laughter).  He  is 
a  very  respectable  man,  and  I  should  very  much  doubt 
whether  he  bribed  or  not.  I  should  rather  say  that  he. 
would  not  bribe. 

Did  he  take  any  part  in  the  election  ? — I  saw  him  driving 
about  bringing  up  voters  on  the  day  of  polling.  He  cer- 
tainly is  a  single-minded  Tory,  but  whether  he  was 
actually^  employed  or  not  is  a  thing  I  cannot 
say.  Kichara  Allen  lives  in  the  Fisher  Row.  Mr. 
Padbury  King  is  an  old  friend  of  mine,  and  one  of  Mr. 
Hall's  supporters.  A  great  deal  has  been  said  about  the 
out-of-town  freemen,  and  I  can  well  understand  why  Mr. 
Bickerton  should  abuse  them.  There  are  about  60  left, 
and  about  50  voted  for  us  and  10  for  them.  A  man 
named  Hitchcock  sent  in  a  claim  to  me  for  the  1874 
election,  and  in  consequence  of  that  claim  not  being  paid 
the  Liberals  got  hold  of  him  and  paid  him  something 
for  the  first  election,  and  got  him  to  vote  for  them. 
Mr.  Padbury  King  went  to  him,  but  could  do 
nothing  with  him.  I  said,  "  We  will  try  Mr.  Buckell's 
dodge.  You  pay  him  £2  to  make  a  bill-station  of  his 
house."  Hitchcock  vvas  paid  £2,  and  gave  a  receipt  for 
use  of  room.  The  old  fellow  never  put  a  single  bill  in 
his  window,  and,  I  believe,  voted  against  us.  That  is 
the  story  with  respect  to  Hitchcock.  I  should  not  think 
-Charles  Hastings  would  be  guilty  of  bribery.  Edward 
Gardener,  of  the  Chequers  Inn,  High  Street,  is  a  respectable 
man,  and  I  should  not  think  he  would  bribe.  Edward  Carr 
was  one  of  our  messengers.  I  should  think  it  is  an  entire 
delusion  about  Frank  Wrastall'sbribing.  Benjamin  Bennett 
was  oui;  secretary  in  St.  Mary  Magdalen  parish.  He  is 
the  gentleman  who  figures  in  the  election  petition  report.  I 
saw  Charles  Linnell  once,  and  he  told  me  he  had  a  claim  of 
£4,  but  I  don't  think  he  was  paid.  I  believe  he  was  guilty 
of  some  corrupt  conduct,  but  I  don't  know.  Jeffery 
Beesley,  a  boat  builder  at  Medley,  is  not  a  man 
likely  to  bribe.  George  Bull  I  think  is  dead.  William 
Evans,  of  Jericho,  shoemaker,  is  an  old  electioneerer,  and 
I  think  he  might  have  offered  7s.  6d.  for  a  vote  if  he 
had  it.  He  has  figured,  I  believe,  in  every 
petition  there  has  been  in  Oxford.  (A  laugh.)  Alfred  Bos- 
■om  was  a  canvasser  in  Jericho ;  there  was  something 
said  with  regard  to  him  of  an  offer  of  money.  He 
keeps  an  inn  in  George  Street.  George  Porter  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  election  beyond  letting  his 
vehicles.  William  Best  is  a  publican,  but  I  have  not  heard 
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of  him  in  connection  with  the  election  before.  Henry  Greorge 
Hali  is  a  highly-respectable  brewer,  and  incapable  of  brib- 
ing anyone.  William  Woodward,  of  the  Cowley  Koad,  ia 
Secretary  of  the  Working  Men's  Building  Society,  and  wail 
on  our  Committee.  William  Plowman  was  at  the  Koebuck^ 
but  I  don't  think  he  paid  any  one.  Thomas  Spokes  is  ft 
eabman.  I  think  we  had  a  committee  room  there,  and  un- 
doubtedly some  treating  went  on.  Henry  Smith  would  have 
a  committee  room  on  the  top  of  Mrs.  Wharton's  hou8e,but 
it  was  useless.  It  was  said  the  only  reason  he  had  it  was 
because  he  was  fond  of  dried  fruit.    (Laughter).    Bud- 

fard  was  a  student  at  Christ  Church.  He  canvassed,  but 
should  not  think  he  bribed.  He  is  an  educated  man. 
Henry  Ives  was  at  the  central  room.  Henr^  Savage  as- 
sisted in  St.  Clement's.  Another  Savage  is  butler  at 
University  College,  and  if  he  paid  15a.  I  should  think  it 
was  bona  fide.  The  charge  against  Thomas  Forder  Plow- 
man is  absurd.  Thomas  Wark,  seu.,  was  on  the  Commit- 
tee at  Hincksey.  Charles  Mabbatt  was  a  kind  of  sub- 
secretary.  He  employed  a  large  number  of  messengers  in 
Jericho.  The  manner  in  which  the  Liberals  obtained 
their  evidence  was  to  go  round  to  the  lower  class 
of  voters  with  a  bright  blue  portrait  of  Mr.  Hall, 
and  ask  how  much  they  had  (received  for  their  votes, 
under  the  pretence  and  promise  that  they  would  see  Mr, 
Walsh  and  try  to  get  more.  (A  laugh.)  Albert  Cook  is 
at  the  Gate  House.  He  was  not  on  our  Committee  but  an 
active  supporter.  I  don't  think  Kobert  Borman  would  be 
so  silly  as  to  treat.  He  was  an  active  supporter.  We 
had  all  the  teetotallers  and  Nonconformists  against  us  and 
the  publicans  with  us,  and  it  is  easy  to  stick  down  any 
publican's  name  in  the  particulars.  It  was  said  Frank 
Hedges  was  in  prison  on  the  da^^  of  the  election  for  having 
voted  twice,  but  we  mounted  him  in  a  cart  and  took  him 
round  with  a  placard  on  him  saying,  **  This  is  Frank 
Hedges."  There  was  also  some  talk  of  bringing  before 
our  impartial  magistrates  a  man  named  Kichard  vV  heeler, 
but  I  believe  that  fell  through. 

Mr.  Cave — I  have  sent  for  a  London  directory,  but 
there  is  no  Hill  Street,  Rutland  Gate. 

Mr.  Walsh— I  sent  there.  Another  address  is  Mon- 
tagu Street,  Kussell  Square ;  another  Montpellier  Street, 
Brighton.  There  is  another,  but  I  would  rather  not  give 
it  you. 

lam  afraid  we  must  ask  you]  for  it. —It  would  be  the 
Junior  Carlton  Club,  but  it  is  really  painful  to  put  these 
things  to  me ;  to  have  to  give  the  names  of  people  who 
assisted  you,  and  then  "  round  "  on  them.  I  did  not  take 
Committee-rooms,  and  I  did  not  pay  for  them. 

With  regard  to  the  charges  of  bribery  against  you  per- 
sonally, there  are  charges  of  taking  Committee  rooms. 
Did  you  take  any  of  these  Committee  rooms  in  No.  98  in 
the  particulars  ?— No,  oh  dear  no,  Sir.    In  the  first  elec- 
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tion  I  had  Mr.  Hedges'  room,  and  the  sum  he  charged 
aeemed  to  be  large.  I  kicked  up  a  fass  about  it,  and  they 
came  to  me  at  the  second  election  knowing  this.  I  ref nsea 
to  pay  so  much  as  before.  He  was  paid  on  the  first  occa- 
tiion  £23  Sa.  3d.,  and  on  the  second  £18.  At  one  time  I 
knew,  or  thought  I  knew,  about  all  the  Committee  rooms, 
1)ut  I  never  visited  them  all. 

Were  there  more  Committee-rooms  used  than  were 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  the  election?— I  have  to  differ 
ynth  the  views  the  Commissioners  have  expressed,  and  of 
the  purists  that  have  been  examined.  I  do  not  think 
there  were  more  Committee  rooms  than  were  required. 
As  far  as  I  know  the  Committee  rooms  returned  by  me 
were  necessary,  or  the  greater  portion  of  them.  There 
may  have  been  some  paid  but  not  returned. 

Was  there  corrupt  employment  of  Committee  rooms? 
— ^Very  little.  That  has  been  done  on  both  sides.  I 
don't  think  if  I  have  to  conduct  another  election  in 
Oxford — which  God  forbid !— I  could  get  on  with  less. 
1  have  heard  what  the  Mayor  and  other  persons  have  said 
about  them,  and  I  should  like  to  know  how  they  would  do 
without  those  that  have  been  legitimately  paid.  There 
bad  been  a  good  deal  of  corrupt  payment  of  committee- 
rooms  on  both  sides.  There  were  far  more  committee- 
rooms  put  up  than  really  existed.  Persons  came  into  the 
Central  Committee-room,  to  get  bills  "Vote  for  HalL" 
They  took  away  "  Hall's  Committee-rooms."  The  whole 
of  Christ  Church  ouad  was  pasted  up  "  Hall's  Committee 
room,"  but  I  am  glad  to  say  there  were  only  two  red.  My 
view  is  to  get  men  of  education  and  gentlemen  together. 
Allot  to  each  of  them  a  district,  draw  a  cordon  round  them 
and  make  them  responsible  for  all  within  these  lines.  I 
liavb  invented  the  system  I  have  followed.    I  would  not 

Slace  myself  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Galpin  as  to  what  I  should 
o.  I  could  go  through  the  whole  City,  and  tell  you 
where  the  Committee  rooms  should  be.  I  should  put  one 
in  St.  Thomas's  proper,  aud  insist  upon  a  second  on  the 
polling  day. 

Why  not  begin  there  ? — Because  you  cannot  get  a  house 
there  without  great  expense.  You  see  the  returning 
officer  is  a  radical  and  always  will  be.  He  puts  us  to  thtf 
greatest  inconvenience  possible.  We  are  obliged  to  have 
a  Committee-room  in  the  centre  of  the  place,  but  on  the 
polling  day  the  polling  place  is  taken  away  to  the  other 
end,  we  are  obliged  to  go  away  there  with  our  Committee- 
room. 

You  had  in  St.  Thomas  six  Committee  rooms?  I 
thought  you  had  agreed  with  the  Mayor  that  there  should 
only  be  one  Committee  room  in  each  district  ?— Yon 
must  have  two  in  Jericho  because  there  are  different 
classes  of  voters— one  in  Walton  Crescent  and  the  second 
near  Heyfields  Hutt.  And  then  one  in  Gloucester  Green, 
BO  long  as  they  insist  upon  placing  a  polling  place  there. 
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St.  Giles'  polling  place  was  opposite,  the  church  and  was 
very  insufficient,  and  at  the  second  election  in  a  booth  at 
the  fork  of  the  Banbury  and  Woodstock  Eoads — that  was 
equally  inconvenient.  If  I  were  managing  St.  GUes',  I  should 
have  my  big  room  almost  opposite  my  own  office.  Then 
one  up  beyond  Little  Clarendon  Street,  on  the  Kingston- 
road,  and  then,  if  the  polling  place  were  away,  a  Committee 
room  near  it.  The  reason  why  the  gentlemen  were  put 
at  the  various  Committee  rooms  was  because  I  wished 
to  have  in  them  capable  men.  They  have  never  sent 
in  claims,  but  I  filled  in  a  list  setting  down  the  amounts 
I  should  have  paid  them  I  hoped.  The  country  gen- 
tlemen have  sent  in  claims.  I  did  not  bribe  Wm.  West. 
Thomas  Spokes  did  a  great  deal  of  treating  amounting  to 
£22.  He  put  it  down  in  a  book  and  gave  it  to  his  wife, 
and  she  gave  it  to  Howkins,  wbo  was  a  Liberal.  (A 
laugh.)  I  don't  think  Wm.  Plowman  had  anything. 
Frederick  Haynes  and  \\^rk  were  employed  in  a  bona 
fde  manner. 

Now,  will  you  produce  the  particulars  of  claims? — 
There  is  Mr.  John  Juggins  down  for  £116  for  colours. 
Was  that  returned  in  the  accounts  ?— Certainly  not.  The 
account  has  been  paid.  I  paid  £100  in  full  discharge 
of  it.  Banwell,  foreman  at  Evans's,  £35  9b.  9d.,  and 
Mr.  Seary  £164  48.  7d.  for  colours  have  not  been  paid. 
Mr.  Fisher  has  a  claim  for  colours  which  we  believe  to 
be  between  £3  and  £4.  Mr.  Evans,  £10  3s.  9d. ;  Mr.  Birch, 
of  Thame,  £3  7s.  2d.  There  are  some  more  bills  to  come 
in.    Albert  Smith  claims  £87 16s.  8d. 

Mr.  Joseph  Draper,  of  Kingston  Boad,  clerk  to  Mr. 
Walsh,  who  assisted  him  with  the  accounts,  was  sworn, 
and  said  an  item  for  bill  posting  in  Smith's  bill  was  struck 
out  by  me,  because  an  account  had  already  been  paid  for 
similar  work  in  the  district  in  which  he  worked.  Cape 
and  Co.,  for  colours,  £37 18s.  Id. ;  James  Hall,  £14  78., 
making  bill  boards  and  flags,  £4  78.  6d.  of  this  biU  was 
paid  on  accourt.  I  believe  Mr.  Dayman  paid  £50  to  Mr. 
bidley  for  colours. 

That  makes  £680  spent  in  colours  ?— Actually  spent  or 
to  be  paid.    I  have  not  added  it  up. 

I  have.  As  far  as  you  know  is  that  the  whole  amoimt 
for  colours  ?— Yes; 

Mr.  Walsh's  examination  resumed — Why  did  Mr.  Birch 
come  over  ? — He  was  a  personation  agent.  It  was  a  duty 
cast  upon  the  Conservatives  of  providing  ^rsonation 
agents  possessing  legal  acumen  to  defend  their  votes  as 
"the  presiding  officers  were  all  Badicals.  Charles  For- 
tescue,  of  Banbury,  was  also  a  personation  agent.  Botb 
received  ten  guineas  for  the  two  elections.  A.  B.  Barnes 
was  also  a  personation  agent  and  his  bill  is  for  £13 12s.  6d. 
Thomas  Brown,  a  solicitor  of  Burford,  was  good  enough 
to  say  he  was  willinp:  to  take  what  I  would  allow.  I  imt 
bim  down  at  ten  gumeas.    Jotcham,  of  Wantage,  is  also 
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»  Mlidfcor.  Gla&Tille  is  Mr.  Graham's  managinf  clerk  at 
AbingdoD,  and  he  Is  down  for  ten  guineas.  Mr.  LoreO, 
of  Deddington,  is  down  for  £14  16s.  Mr.  A.  Jones  has 
least  in  a  hill  for  the  first  election.  He  did  not  come  hew 
the  second  time.  Mr.  Haynes  is  a  solicitor  at  Faringdon 
jtfid  I  estimated  him  at  ten  guineas. 

Are  all  these  claims  for  both  elections?— Some  of  them 
are  for  one  election.  Mr.  Small  charges  only  the  money  he 
was  out  of  pocket.  Mr.  Gregaon  is  down  for  £132  lOs.  He 
figures  in  both  accounts,  but  it  is  only  due  to  him  to  say  ha 
.never  had  it.  We  were  obliged  to  have  it  as  paid  because 
the  petition  was  coming  on.  Mr.  Ramsbottom  sent  in  a 
bill  for  £100.  He  figures  for  £210  in  the  published  ac- 
counts.   He  never  had  the  money. 

That  aRain  I  suppose  was  to  cover  illegal  expenditure  ? 
— Yes.  I  consider  £500  is  still  owing  to  my  partner  and 
myself,  money  lent.  We  borrowed  the  money  of  G.  and 
W.  Carlton. 

It  would  be  in  the  way  of  money  advanced  by  you? — 
.  Yes. 

How  did  vou  expend  it  ?— The  money  has  gone  in  some 
shape  or  other. 

Mr.  Draper  said  he  spent  £06  148.  of  Messrs.  Dayman 
and  Walsh's  money  in  election  expenses.  He  had  no 
vouchers.  He  paid  £4  38.  to  HaU  on  account  out  of  this 
fRun.  Several  persons  received  money  for  services  ren* 
dered  during  the  election. 

Mr.  Cave  (to  Mr.  Walsh)— Then  as  to  £196  2s.  8d.  paid 
away? — I  don't  think  I  can  explain  that  in  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Dayman.  I  would  rather  he  is  not  troubled  at  this 
particular  moment,  he  is  on  his  holidays.  He  is  at  Dover, 
Tmscott  and  Co.  for  printing  street  lists,  £54  Cs.;  XTpstone 
and  Doe,  £83  18s.  for  printing  (first  election) ;  Spackman 
and  Co.,  £44  19s.  3d.  The  last  is  a  disputed  claim,  and  it 
is  probable  J.  may  defend  it.  I  am  not  quite  convinced  who 
ordered  the  goods.    The  above  have  not  been  paid. 

Mr.  Cave — Was  the  £680  for  flags  entirely  at  the  second 
election  ? 

Mr.  Draper — ^Almost.  There  may  have  been  a  part» 
Iwt  only  a  very  small  part,  for  the  ficst  election. 

After  luncheon  the  accounts  were  gone  through  seriatim, 
Mr.  Draper  said  there  are  bills  from  Mr.  Powell* 
^  19s.  4d.  (first  election)  and  £2  4s.  for  refreshments  sup- 
pled to  Uie  St.  Ebbe's  Committee  room,  of  which  he  was 
«  clerk.  Franklin  £11  lOs.,  for  which  I  have  no  biU,  for 
services  rendered.  Edmunds  £2  148.  I  have  a  bill  for 
that  somewhere,  but  I  can't  find  it.  I  believe  it  is  for  ser- 
vices such  as  watching  flag  poles  at  night— (a  laugh)— and 
money  paid  by  him.  Tanner  £9  5s.  for  services  rendered 
and  refreshments. 

Mr.  Walsh— Mr.  Druce  has  not  sent  in  an  actual  bilL 
He  is  down  for  £52108.  Mr.Wellsis  down  for  £200.  We 
paid  him  £150  and  left  £50  due. 
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-Mr.  Cave — That  does  not  ftppear  in  the  aooounts. 

Mr.  Wakh — No,  I  should  think  it  has  been  paid  within 
.the  last  two  or  three  days.  He  is  the  person  who  had  tb» 
management  of  St.  Thomas*  and  Osney. 

Mr.  Cave— Mr.  Calcutt  £40. 

Mr.  Draper — That  is  the  sum  he  considers  due  to  him 
for  expenses  out  of  pocket  in  Jericho  and  Sammertowo* 
He  made  no  claim. 

Mr.  Cave — ^Those  are  two  of  the  gentlemen  mentioned 
in  connection  with  Mr.  Matthews  ? 

Mr.  Walsh— Yes. 

Mr.  Cave — ^Plowman  £40. 

Mr.  Walsh— That  would  be  Wm.  Plowman. 

Mr.  Cave— Bacon  £80. 

Mr.  Walsh — He  had  two  elections ;  and  that  is  against  a 
suppositions  sum,  for  he  has  not  made  any  claim  on  me  at 
all.  Owen,  £21 ;  that  was  Mr.  Ward's  clerk  asd  reRistration 
agent,  but  he  has  made  no  claim.  Mr.  Cripps  £52  lOs.,  he 
has  been  good  enough  to  make  no  claim,  but  I  put  it  down 
as  what  I  should  be  glad  to  pay  him.  Mr.  Turner,  £60, 
.has  made  no  claim.  Gynes,  £30,  has  had  something  on 
account.  Mabbatt  £20.  Many  of  these  persons  will  ezpeot 

Ekyment  at  my  hands.  Crane  £15, 1  think  £5  would  satisfy 
m.    To  Churms  I  think  I  have  given  £20  on  account. 
N.  Payne,  £64  Is.  6d.;  W.  Simmons,  £13. 

Mr.  Draper— I  have  no  account  from  Mr.  Wells.  I  am 
not  sure  whether  we  had  one,  but  if  we  had  it  has  been 
destroyed. 

By  Mr.  Cave — We  spent  upwards  of  £,5000  in  hard 
oash,  but  the  actual  expenses  were  between  £7,800  and 
£8,100.  The  published  expenses  were  £3,610.  The  total 
amount  received  was  £5,177.  £250  was  the  only  sum  I  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Evetts  on  Mr.  Hall's  behalf.  There  is  a 
sum  of  £1,567  not  accounted  for  as  the  law  directs.  Of 
Mr.  Evetts's  £250,  £150  was  paid  to  Mr.  Wells,  and  £100 
to  Mr.  Juggins. 

What  was  paid  for  conveyances  besides  those  for  which 
claims  are  now  produced? — Something  like  £500.  We 
had  to  pay  more  at  the  second  election  for  vehicles 
in  consequence  of  winning,  being  obliged  to  pay  what 
was  asked.  The  bill  posting  m  May  was  £93  158. 
and  in  April,  £43.  The  reason  of  the  increase 
was  that  there  was  more  work  to  do,  and  the  expenditure 
was  exceedingly  profligate.  One  side  pelted  the  othier 
with  placards  of  every  species.  The  amount  paid 
for  derks  in  M^  was  £550  4s.  6d.,  and  in 
April  £485  48.  9d.  I  did  not  exercise  control  over  the 
derks.  The  ordinary  payment  of  clerks  in  Oxford  is  from 
58.  to  7s.  6d.  a  day.  On  the  5th  of  May  £2,240  was  placed 
to  my  credit  in  the  bank.  We  started  the  election  on 
Tnesd^,  the  27th  of  Aprils  and  payments  were  made  to 
the  managers  of  the  district  by  me,  to  enable  them  to 
letUe    with    their  mesBengers    as    they  went    along. 
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When  the  election  was  over  and  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  was  de- 
'f eated,  which  I  confess  astonished  me,  I  knew  the  fate  that 
awaited  me,  and  I  immediately  gave  orders  that  the  papera 
should  be  burnt  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  that  no  lists 
should  he  sent  to  me,  and  having  thus  protected  mjrself ,  I 
•flat  down  to  see  what  would  come.  (Laughter.)  It  is  with 
«  great  deal  of  shame  I  tell  you  these  things,  but  you  make 
me  do  it.  Higgs,  who  was  engaged  in  the  town,  was  paid 
'by  cheque,  because  the  account  was  large.  It  was  not 
because  it  was  a  corrupt  payment.  It  was  £45.  I  struck 
off  some  of  Mr.  Porter's  account  because  he  fetched  out-of- 
town  voters. 

Are  there  more  than  twenty-one  payments  you  have 
thought  proper  to  make  by  cheques  ?--Subject  to  any  error, 
that  seems  to  be  right. 


FIFTH  DAY.— WEDNESDAY,  Oct.  6. 

The  examination  of  Mr.  Percival  Walsh  was  again  con- 
tinued by  Mr.  Cowie.  He  said  my  instructions  were  very 
minute  on  the  point  of  purity  at  the  first  election,  and  I 
will  tell  you  what  passed  between  Mr.  Hall  and  myself  on 
that  subject.  I  have  placed  myself  in  an  unmeritorious 
light,  and  I  am  exceedingly  anxious,  if  I  can  discover  any 
merit  in  myself,  to  show  you  what  it  is.  (A  laugh.)  Mr. 
Hall  thought  the  whole  election  expenses  should  be  cut 
down  to  i^,000.  I  smiled,  and  was  disposed  to  ridicule 
any  such  suggestion.  Of  course,  I  did  &ot  tell  Mr.  Hal), 
I  should  have  been  stupid  if  I  did,  my  reasons  why  I 
laughed  at  his  suggestion  that  £2,000  would  be  enough.  I . 
said  "Why  did  you  come  to  fix  on  £2,000  ?"  He  said,  "  I  wifl 
tell  you.  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  has  been  to  me  and 
he  has  said  that  he,  on  his  part,  has  decided 
that  he  will  advance  £1,000,  and  Mr.  Chitty  has 
decided  on  his  part  he  will  advance  another  £1,000,  and 
that  they  will  advance  no  further  money.  So,"  he  said, 
"under  these  circumstances,  looking  at  what  Sir  William 
Harcourt  has  told  me,  that  the  Liberals  are  going  to  conduct 
their  election  for  £2,000,  you  ought  to  do  so."  I  said  "  Very 
well,  sir,  are  you  perfectly  certain  you  can  trust  the 
Liberals" — because  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  conceal 
that  I  am  at  deadly  enmity  with  almost  every  lead- 
ing Liberal  in  the  town  ?  I  said,  "  Can  you  trust 
them,"  and  I  won't  say  what  I  said  about  the  Home 
Secretary.  Mr.  Hall  said  he  was  perfectly  certain  Sir  Wm. 
Harcourt  would  not  mislead  him  on' a  question  of  that 
Bort.  The  first  thing,  he  said,  I  will  make  you  promise 
to  do,  is  not  to  publish  a  single  placard,  because  Sir 
William  Harcourt  and  I  have  decided  that  there  has  been 
too  much  printing  and  too  many  placards.  That  was 
what  passed  between  Mr.  Hall  and  myself.    The  yery 
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first   thingrt  after  I  had  organised  my  Committee,  was 
to  see,  whilst  walking  down  the  street,  a  large  placard 
printed  in  black— "Vote  for  Harcourt  and  Chitty  and 
the  return  of  prosperity.  **     That  commenced  a  fire    of 
placards,  which  continued    to  the  end  of  the  election. 
ITou  see,  having  received  these  instructions  I  did  my  best 
to  carry  them  out.    I  sent  all  my  addresses  out  by  post 
to  begin  with,  and  great  complaints  were  made  to  me  mat 
I  would  not  employ  messengers.    A  number  of  people 
came  to  me  to  be  employed  as  messengers,  and  I  gave 
orders  to  some  gentlemen — I  won'fc  say  all — that  voters 
were  not  to  be  employed.    Bat  it  came  to  this  at  the  end 
of  the  election  :  voters  had  been  employed.     I  am  anxious 
to  be  heard  on  the  subject   of   organization,  and  what  ia 
necessary  and  unnecessary  in  an  election,  because  I  don't 
think  the  evidence  given  is  fair  to  any  party  or  the  consti- 
tuency generally.     I  found  from   the   excessive  purity 
with  which  we  were  directed  to  carry  out  the  election  with 
regard  to  employment  that  we  were  losing.    The  other  side 
were  acting  in  a  way  I  had  been  forbidden  to  do  ;  and  the 
number  of  people  that  came  to  me  saying  "  Won't  you  take 
me  on"  was  extraordinary.     I  said  **I  can't.     I  am  under 
ft  bond  bot  to  have  more  placards  or  any  more  people 
than  are  absolutely  necessary."     I  knew   at   the  same 
time  that    there  was  a  considerable  number  employed 
which  I  had  to  wink  at,  and  I  found  myself  carried  away 
by  the  system  of  corruption  on  the  Liberal  side.    I  called 
the  party  together,   and  I  said  to  them  the  fact  is  you 
called  on  me  to  conduct  thif*  election  with  purity.    That 
was  a  week  or  a  fortnight  before  the  day  of  the  first  elec- 
tion.    I  said  the  first  thing  promised  is  not  to  issue  any 
placards,  and  you  see  the  walls  are  covered.     The  next 
thing  was  not  to  make  corrupt  employment,  and  you  see 
the  state  of  the  Committee-rooms  on  the 'other  side   and 
what  they  are  doing.    I  said  I  am  doing  my  best,  but 
looking  at  the  position  I  thought  it  was  about  time  I  gave 
np  that  sort  of  thing.    I  hate  to  lose — no  one  hates  it  more 
—and  I  said  we  should  lose  by  100.    They  said  I  must  go 
on  and  conduct  the  election  with  purity,  and  they  would 
not  withdraw  IMCr.  Hall.   There  was  bona  fide  employment 
of  many  of  the  messengers. 

Mr.  Cowie — There  was,  I  understand,  some  reason  for 
making  certain  payments  ?— It  may  be  that  the  Liberals 
pablish  their  accounts  down  to  the  last  penny  ;  but  as  far 
as  I  am  concerned  my  accounts  have  never  been  accurate 
or  approaching  to  accuracy.  Men  had  to  be  paid  as 
messengers  and  canvassers,  and  they  voted.  I  don't 
think  any  money  would  have  induced  them  to  go 
to  the  other  side,  but  you  would  not  expect  any- 
one to  put  tbem  down  and  expose  them  to  a  criminal 
prosecution.  There  is  such  a  thing  as  honour  amongst 
thieves.  (A  laugh.)  I  should  say,  looking  at  the  accounts, 
that  every  man  received  the  money  that  is  said  to  have 
been  paid  to  him,    I  have  no  reason  to  fancy  that  Mr. 
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Draper  foUoieed  any  other  principle  in  paying  than  I 
•honid  myeell.  A  man  might  in  the  enthnsiasm 
of  his  heart  have  pat  up  a  flag  and  charged 
for  it.  Had  I  paid  the  accoanta  I  should  at  onoa 
have  struck  out  the  flag  and  placed  the  amount  down  to  rent 
of  Committee  rooms.  I  am  not  going  to  shrink  from  any 
declaration  of  the  corrupt  practiced  that  go  on  in  the  city  if 
you  allow  me  to  do  so.  The  polling  place  in  Gloucester 
Green  was  in  a  most  unfair  position.  There 
was  no  reason  why  the  eight  electors  of  Binsey 
should  have  been  brought  up  to  vote  at  the  City  Cour£ 
Bummertown  ought  to  be  cut  off,  and  have  a  polling  place 
to  itself.  The  great  wrong  of  making  Summertown  poll 
in  St.  Giles'  was  remedied  at  the  second  election.  I  wie^ 
to  say  that  the  register  of  voters  in  this  City  is  very  care- 
lessly kept.  Persons  who  have  been  dead  for  years  are 
carefully  preserved,  and  some  names  are  on  the  register 
six  times.  We  always  attribute  it  to  this,  that  they  always 
have  these  returns  in  the  Town  Hall,  and  every  authority 
in  the  town  is  opposed  to  my  own  party,  and  therefore  this 
is  done  to  give  my  part]^  trouble.  I  may  say  that  I  suffer 
here  from  a  tyranny  as  intense  as  ever  existed  in  any  town 
in  the  country.  Poor  Law  collectors,  and  others  who  go 
from  door  to  door,  are  in  the  secrets  of  the  party,  and 
have  all  the  documents  in  their  own  custody.  The 
Town  Clerk  and  the  Mayor  are  for  all  purposes 
political  partizans.  I  hope,  sir,  before  you  leave  this 
town,  you  will  look  at  it.  It  is  the  most  abominable  docu- 
ment ever  issued  from  a  public  office.  Take  the  polling 
place  in  Glounester  Green,  where  1200  electors  were  to  be 
polled.  There  was  nothing  to  prevent  the  returning  officer 
dividing  this  district  into  parishes.  We  usually  have  a 
minority  in  Jericho,  but  the  lulling  booth  in  Gloucester 
Green  was  hideously  inconvenient.  The  railway  servants 
and  people  from  Botley  had  to  come  far  too  long  a  way. 
One  booth  should  be  in  Jericho  and  another  in  St. 
Thomas's  by  the  railway  station.  With  regard  to  St. 
Thomas',  I  believe  that  the  employment  of  St.  Thomas's 
Schoolroom  as  a  polling  place  lost  us  the  election  in 
April.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Cooper  who  was  in  the  booth  for 
seventeen  minutes  and  a  half.  I  sent  for  the  Mayor,  and 
when  he  came  he  gave  me  assistance  to  take  voters  in  by 
the  exit  door.  Mr.  Carr,  who  came  up,  said  I  was  block- 
ing the  doorway,  and  that  he  would  take  me  into  custody 
if  I  did  not  go,  I  thought  I  was  acting  on  the  authority 
of  the  Mayor,  but  I  was  obliged  to  gO'  or  I  should  have 
been  taken  into  custody  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  The 
result  was  we  lost  at  least  ten  votes.  With  respect  to  the 
returning  officer's  accounts,  there  is  a  good  deal  I  have  to 
say  about  them,  but  they  require  analysis,  and  I  had 
better  retire  and  go  over  them,  and  give  my  observations 
later  on.  I  led  you  to  believe  yesterday  that  all  the 
large  sums  were  drawn  for  quasi  corrupt  practices,  but 
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ibis  I  find  is  a  mistake.  The  £500  was  for  the  payment  of 
oabe.  I  have  paid  £40  out  of  my  own  pocket  within  the 
last  two  or  three  days,  which  would  make  the  amount 
we  are  out  of  pocket  £467,  instead  of  £427.  With  respect 
to  the  emi>lo3rment  of  messengers,  people  came  to  me  and 
asked  me  if  they  should  put  them  od,  and  I  said,  ''  Yoa 
must  use'your  own  discretion."  We  put  some  messengers 
under  the  presidency  of  Mr.  Bennett,  in  St.  Mary  Mag- 
dalen. We  polled  121  there,  and  he  informs  me  that  the 
number  of  messengers  was  89.  Then  of  course  there  were 
the  clerks.  Mr.  West  told  me  he  thought  there  were 
too  many  messengers  in  Jericho.  A  considerable  portion 
of  messengers  were  also  in  St.  Ebbe'fl.  Mr.  Gynes 
estimated  them  at  98.  I  heard  that  Mr.  Nuttall  and  Mr. 
Schnadhorst  were  coming  some  time  before  thev  arrived, 
and  I  know  they  visited  cver^  doubtful  voter,  because  I 
had  them  followed  about.  Mr.  Clark,  of  London,  came 
to  help  us.  He  went  round  to  the  publichouses  and  saw 
what  was  being  done.  I  was  terribly  afraid  of  personation 
with  the  Birmingham  people.  He  told  me  he  had  been 
unable  to  discover  anything.  He  was  not  paid.  I  think 
be  was  an  emissary  of  Mr.  Matthews.  There  was  another 
man  named  Brindley  from  Edgbaston,  and  he  watched 
these  Birmingham  people  about.  He  was  paid  £7.  He 
appears  in  the  accounts.  Every  returning  officer  has  put 
on  strong  political  men  as  presiding  officers  in  the  booths, 
and  my  rule  has  been  to  select  lawyers  as  legal  agents,  and 
my  instructions  to  them  were  to  quarrel  with  the  presiding 
officer  at  the  first  opportunity.  (Luughter.)  I  had  no 
reason  to  apprehend  a  disturbance  on  the  day  of  election, 
and  I  remonstrated  with  the  returning  officer,  the  Mayor, 
for  providing  them,  as  they  would  probably  be  emt)loyed 
to  prevent  our  voters  from  polling.  They  were  simply 
roughs  and  bullies.  (Laughter.)  It  was  a  monstrous  and 
foul  calnmny  to  suggest  that  there  was  any^  disturbance 
at  the  April  election,  but  there  was  '*  rejoicing  with  ex- 
ceeding great  joy."— (laughter)— at  the  second  election.  I 
should  suggest  that  there  should  be  some  corroborative 
testimony  that  the  104  special  constables  employed  by  the 
Liberals  returned  to  Abingdon  at  4  o*clock.  I  think 
they  must  have  had  some  stimulants  in  the  evening. 
At  the  first  election  it  was  imponsible  to  get  a  list 
of  the  special  constables  from  the  Town  Clerk.  I  had 
complaints  from  almost  every  district  manager  that  Con- 
servative voters  were  sworn  in  and  *' encamped"  in  the 
Com  Exchange,  and  were  thus  unable  to  record  their  votes. 
At  the  second  election  I  did  get  a  list  from  the  Town 
Clerk,  so  that  special  constables  must  have  been  em- 
ployed. 

Mr.  Cowie — About  the  forged  ballot  papers? 

Mr.  Walsh— Yes,  I  should  like  to  be  heard  on  that 
point.  With  incredible  trouble  I  have  got  one  of  thenu 
The  first  time  I  used  them  was  in  the  election  of  Mr. 
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Lowndes  in  the  East  Ward,  which  I  think  was  the  first 
dection  nnder  the  Ballot  Act  we  had  in  Oxford.  I  had 
them  printed  and  put  in  the  hands  of  the  as^enta,  and 
that  has  been  done  in  every  election  with  the  view  of 
showine"  the  voters  how  to  vote.  It  was  to  show 
the  men  what  they  would  actually  see  in  the  polling; 
booth,  and  how  they  were  to  mark  the  paper,  and 
at  every  one  of  these  elections  they  were  used  for 
that  purpose.  It  is  a  lie  of  the  foulest  description  to 
say  that  papers  were  printed  to  be  put  in  the  Ballot  Box. 
Leading  articles  have  been  written  stating  that  the  Ballot 
Boxes  were  searched,  and  eight  forged  papers  discovered, 
and  that  I  forged  the  stamp.  Good  God !  accusations 
have  been  founded  on  these  things  that  are  enough  to 
drive  a  man  mad.  They  were  never  intended  to  be  used. 
It  was  not  poor  Bowden  who  printed  them,  or  Ghurms 
who  paid  for  them,  that  they  wanted  to  get  hold  of. 
Mr.  Bickerton,  who  was  Mr.  Bowden's  solicitor,  went  to 
him  and  said  the  Mayor  has  sent  me,  as  a  private 
friend,  to  ask  you  to  disclose  who  ordered  these  things 
to  be  done.  That  from  a  man  holding  quasi-legal 
functions  seems  to  me  an  outrageous  thing  to  do.  Having 
heard  this  I  at  once  got  Mr.  KusselL  who  conducted 
the  petition ,  to  see  Bowden  and  Ghurms  and  tell 
them  not  to  say  ^vho  employed  them,  and  to 
say  they  had  no  recollection  of  the  matter.  What 
I  wanted  them  to  do  was  to  summon  Bowden  -or 
Ghurms,  and  I  should  have  told  a  story  in  the  witness  box 
and  got  them  off ;  but  what  they  wanted  to  do  was  to 
summon  me,  and  I  should  then  have  been  in  that  adjoining 
bnilding  in  two  minutes.  (Laughter.)  We  had  practicing 
classes  with  these  papers  at  the  1874  election,  to  see  how 
the  men  should .  mark  the  papers.  I  am  incapable,  bad  as 
I  am,  of  having  papers  forged.  The  principal  corruption 
that  was  practised  was  the  colourable  employment  of 
voters  ;  and  the  difficulty  of  avoiding  it  at  the  elections 
of  this  year  was  greatly  increased  by  the  distress  which 
had  existed  during  the  winter.  I  suppose  that  on  our 
side  1,200  persons  were  employed  on  the  day  of  the 
election,  and  the  expenditure  would  be  from  £1,500  to 
£2,000.  With  regard  to  Professor  Burrows,  neither  he  nor 
anyone  who  contributed  to  the  expenses  knew  that  the 
money  was  to  be  expended  in  corrupt  practices. 

Prof.  Montagu  Burrows,  examined  oy  Mr.  Ridley,  sud 
that  for  many  years  he  had  interested  himself  in  elections. 
In  1868  he  was  more  or  less  connected  with  the 
election,  and  was  aware  as  to  how  it  was  conducted. 
He  had  never  canvassed  or  taken  part  in  public  meetings. 
He  did  go  into  the  Gentral  Gommittee  room  on  the  day 
before  the  last  election,  he  believed,  but  he  had  never 
taken  an  active  part  in  election  matters.  After  the  defeat 
of  Mr.  Hall  at  the  April  election  a  meeting  of  Mr.  Hall's 
friends  wa?  held  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  again  contest- 
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log  the  seat,  ftnd  it  was  understood  tbat  there  would  be  no« 
contest  unless  funds  were  provided,  as  Mr.  Hall  had  spent- 
80  much  on  the  election  which  he  had  juet  lost.  He  left  the 
meeting  under  the  impression  tbat  there  would  be  no  con- 
test, but  on  the  26th  of  April  he  heard  that  money  would 
be  provided  from  the  Carlton  Club.  He  had 
since  heard  that  it  did  not  come  from  the  Carlton. 
He  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner 
himself  (Mr.  Bidley)  offering  £10 ;  it  was  not  in  response 
to  an  application  from  him  (Prof.  Burrows).  The  £10 
offered  by  him  (Mr.  Bidley)  was  afterwards  paid. 
The  letter  about  which  there  had  been  so  much  talk 
was  written  by  him.  He  had  seen  it  in  print,  but  he  was 
glad  to  see  in  the  original  tbat  there  was  the  word 
"private,"  which  did  not  appear  in  print.  With  reference 
to  the  £3000  from  the  Carlton,  he  had  heard  from  two  or 
three  people  that  some  gentlemen  had  offered  to  send  the- 
money ;  possibly  he  heard  it  from  Mr.  Dayman.  He 
felt  that  Mr.  Hall  had  been  shamefully  treated  at  the  pre- 
-vious  election,  and  he  was  very  anxious  that  a  contest 
should  take  place.  He  looked  upon  the  extra  £500  as  a 
guarantee,  and  it  was  felt  that  Mr.  Hall  should  not  be 
called  upon  to  pay  a  farthing,  as  they  were  indebted  to 
him  for  coming  forward.  The  He  v.  Mr.  Hathaway  he 
had  been  associated  with  in  School  Board  contests,  and  he 
knew  he  was  a  high>minded  and  able  man  in  election 
matters.  The  reference  to  ''good chances"  in  the  letter 
he  had  received  from  that  gentleman,  he  believed  it  was 
that  some  of  Mr.  Hall's  supporters  had  got  too  drunk  to 
vote,  and  that  they  had,  in  fact,  the  election  in[their  hands. 
The  allusion  to  Mr.  Noel  he  regretted  more  than  any-> 
thing  else.  It  was  used  in  a  letter  of  a  private  nature, 
and  arose  out  of  a  conversation  he  had  had  with  him,  in 
which  he  said  that  he  thought  the  clergy  were  not  doing 
much  for  them,  and  Mr.  Noel  replied  that  he  would  speak 
to  his  own  friends,  or  something  of  that  sort.  He  honestly 
stuck  to  the  belief  that  Mr.  Hathaway  and  Mr.  Noel  were 
worth  100  votes  to  the  cause.  Witness  guaranteed  £100, 
and  it  was  arranged  that  another  £100  should  be  made  up 
between  himself,  Mr.  Morrell,  Mr.  Parsons,  and  Mr. 
West  if  it  was  wanted.  He  paid  his  £100  to  Mr.  Dayman 
a  week  or  two  after  the  election  was  over.  He  received  an 
answer  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Dallin  alinost  immediately, 
and  he  heard  no  more  of  the  letter  for  some  weeks,  until 
he  saw  in  an  Oxford  paper  some  words  which  were  very 
much  like  his  own  in  reference  to  Mr.  Hathaway.  Mr. 
Dallin  tore  up  the  letter  as  soon  as  it  was  returned  to  him. 
He  had  no  idea  how  the  /ac  simile  was^  obtained,  and  he 
had  no  doubt  it  was  an  exact  copy  of  it,  and  of  his  hand- 
writing. He  could  not  help  being  exceediogly  sony  that 
the  names  of  his  friends  had  been  Drought  forward  in  this 
manner,  but  he  could  not  accuse  himself  of  having  done 
anything  wrong  in  writing  the  letter.    It  would  be  satis- 
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factory  to  know  who  found  the  letter,  and  who  committed 
the  theft  of  taking  it  away  to  ha^e  it  copied. 

The  President  said  it  might  be  satisfactory  to  him  and 
Mr.  Dallin  to  know  that,  bat  as  long  as  they  had  his 
assarance  that  the  letter  was  genuine  that  was  enough. 

Prof.  Burrows  said  he  did  not  know  when  the  money 
arrived  from  London,  and  he  had  no  idea  that  it  was  to 
be  used  otherwise  than  for  legal  purposes.  It  did  not  strike 
him  that  there  was  anything  improper  going  on  at  the  last 
election,  and  he  had  no  idea  that  money  was  used  in  the 
way  it  had  been  according  to  the  evidence.  In  1868  Dr. 
Deane  was  left  in  a  large  minority,  but  in  1874  Mr.  Hall 
flucceeded  in  getting  the  seat,  and  he  attributed  the  change 
in  feeling  to  Mr.  Hall's  deserved  popularity,  his  power 
of  addressing  the  people,  to  better  organization,  and  to 
improved  political  knowledge  of  the  constituency. 
Having  heard  the  evidence,  he  must  think  there  was 
something  beside  what  he  had  mentioned  that  enabled 
them  to  win.  There  was  a  "residuum,"  as  it  was 
called,  who  might  have  been  influenced,  but  in  his  judg- 
ment the  greater  proportion  of  voters  on  both  sides 
honestly  recorded  their  votes.  He  believed  that  parties 
here  were  nearly  evenly  balanced,  and  that  only  a  small 
number  of  voters  were  corruptly  influenced.  He  thought 
that  the  majority  of  Jthose  who  were  paid  simply  received 
money  for  their  services,  and  were  not  under  the  impres- 
sion that  it  was  given  them  to  secure  their  votes. 

By  the  President— He  took  part  in  the  election  of  1868 
and  1874,  but  he  did  not  resollect  that  he  subscribed 
towards  them.  He  believed  he  ^  subscribed  £10 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  first  election  this  year.  Ho 
did  not  think  anything  was  said  at  the  meeting  to  which 
he  had  alluded  about  the  expense  of  the  first  election.  They 
knew  that  Mr.  Hall  had  no  money  to  spare,  and  he 
was  not  to  be  called  upon  to  bear  the  expense  of  a  second 
election,  as  he  was  not  a  rich  candidate.  He  had  nothing 
to  do  with  getting  the  money  from  London,  and  did  not 
know  Mr.  Matthews  or  Mr.  Peorgler.  Mr.  West  paid  him 
£100,  which  he  paid  in.  and  he  (Prof.  Burrows)  paid  alto- 
gether £160  to  Mr.  Dayman.  The  other  two 'hundreds 
firom  Mr.  Morrell  and  Mr.  Parsons  were  not  paid  to  him, 
and  he  b«^lieved  had  not  been  paid  yet.  All  he  did  was  to 
speak  to  his  own  friends  about  the  election.  He  wrote 
other  letters  besides  that  to  Mr.  Dallin,  but  there  was  no 
suggestion  that  money  was  to  be  spent  in  any  other  but  a 
legitimate  way. 

The  President. — It  was  well  for  this  enquiry  that  you 
did  write  that  letter  to  the  Public  Orator  or  we  should  not 
have  heard  of  the  £3,000. 

Mr.  George  Mallam  said— I  have  practiced  as  a 
solicitor    in   Oxford    for   twenty-five   years.      I    am    a 

Sartner    with    my    brother,    who  was     acrent     to  Mr. 
ardwell  and  Sir  William  Harcourt.     With  reference 
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to  Mr.  Walsh's  evidence,  as  to  colourable  election 
accounts,  none  of  those  from  our  firm  were  colourable. 
Ihiring  the  May  election  I  was  apportioned  to  the  district 
of  Cowley.  During  the  last  election  I  never  received  or  paid 
a  penny.  The  names  of  the  messengers  were  not  submitted 
to  me.  I  did  not  enquire  if  the  men  employed  were  voters.  I 
found  in  Cowley  district  a  sort  of  machinery  already  exist- 
ing, under  the  control  of  Mr.  Lambert, who,  although  only  a 
working  carpenter,  is  an  exceptionally  shrewd  and  clever 
man,  and  I  carried  on  the  district  as  I  had  found  it. 
Mr.  Lambert  exclusively  received  and  paid  the  money. 
Some  time  before  the  election  my  attention  was 
called  to  Eobin  Hood  district,  where  I  learned  that  the 
other  side  had  boasted  that  they  had  made  good 
progress,  and  it  was  suggested  that  there  should  be 
another  Committee  room  there.  I  agreed,  if  it  could  be 
done  at  a  little  expense,  that  the  Committee  room  Bhould 
be  had  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  information  and  as  a 
rallying  point.  Two  clerks  were  employed  besides  Lam- 
bert, two  messengers,  who  were  constantly  employed,  and 
bill  posters  were  continually  coming  and  going.  There 
were  two  extra  clerks  on  the  day  of  polling,  and  four 
slip  clerks,  and  some  extra  messengers.  I  knew 
Lambert  and  Bichings,  the  landlord  of  the  house 
where  the  Committee  room  was,  were  voters,  but 
I  said  nothing  to  them  about  their  votes.  Messengem 
were  continually  going  to  head  quarters  with  confidential 
reports  as  to  what  was  going  on  on  the  other  side.  The 
Birmingham  gentlemen  came  round  my  district,  and  I  had 
a  conversation  ^ith  Mr.  Schnadhorst  about  personation 
and  what  to  do  with  the  persons  who  might  be  charged 
with  it.  At  the  first  election  the  Liberals  had  too  few 
personation  agents,  and  some  of  them  did  not  know  the 
voters  at  all.  There  were  several  disputes  at  the  last 
election,  and  at  one  time  four  legal  gentlemen  were  en- 
gaged arguing  the  point  in  the  booth  at  Cowley.  There 
were  breakfasts  given  at  Cowley.  In  conversation 
with  Mr.  Nuttall,  I  suggested  that  they  would  be 
illegal;  he  said  it  was  generally  done  in  the 
North.  I  do  not  think  that  the  breakfasts  had 
the  slightest  effect  upon  those  who  partook  of 
them.  At  Cowley  it  took  place  at  a  public-house  of  Mr. 
MorrelPs,  who  was  against  them,  so  that  if  anything 
wrong  took  place  it  would  soon  have  been  known.  (A 
laugh.)  We  hoped  to  poll  about  two-thirds  of  the  votes 
in  that  district.  It  was  understood  that  those  who  worked 
to  bring  voters  to  the  poll  should  meet  in  the  morning,  and 
after  breakfast  each  should  bring  six  or  eight  voters  to  the 
poll,  and  so  get  it  all  done  in  about  two  hours;  but  of 
coursefthat  arrangement  broke  down.  I  do  not  know  how 
every  conveyance  was  engaged.  I  do  not  think  that  there 
was  a  single  person  engaged  in  the  Cowley  district 
that    was    not    required,     and    I   think     the    Mayor 
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WM^  mistalceii  in  the  opinion  be  expreeaed,  that  two 
polling  distriotfl  oould  be  mftna^ed  by  one  Committee- 
Toom,  or  that  the  oonstitaency  had  alvrays  had  too  mtknf 
measengera   engaged.      Whether  there   were     any  em- 
ployed  in    other     districts     who     were    not   actually 
required  I  cannot  say,  but  I  should  emphatically  say 
there   was    no     employment     made    by    Mr.    Buckefi 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  votes.    I  think  that  few  men 
^re  guided  by  reason  in  their  votes.    It  appears  tb  me 
ridiculous  that  the  post  office  could  do  the  work  of  the 
messengers  in  delivering  circulars.     A  number  of   the 
messengers  would,  in  some  cases,  have  to  be  more  than 
double  the  number  of  clerks.    I  should  think  that  50  clerks 
would  have  been  sufficient,  and  from  150  to  200  messengers, 
but  a  good  deal  would  depend  on  the   time  availabe  for 
canvassing.    There  were  a  great  deal  too  many  placards 
there  is   no  doubt.    In  1874,  aa  hour  before  the  close 
of  the  poll  at  Hall  and  Lewis'  election,  there  was  what  was 
called  an  '* eruption  of  blue"  in  the  streets;   hardly  a 
vestige  of  the  colour  could  be  seen  before,  but  suddenly 
there  were  "  blue  crowds"  and  violence  was  used,  and  it 
was  not  safe  for  any  one  opposed  to  them  to  be  in  the 
streets.    I  recommended  at  the  April  election  that  some 
real  legitimate  workmen  on  our  side  should  be,  as  far  aa 
possible,  in  the  streets  to  prevent  intimidation  and  vio- 
lence.   I  thouerht  if  there  was  an  equal  number  on  each 
side  there  would  not  be  so  much  bother.  I  said  let  us  have 
plenty  of  police,  for  I  thought  the  place  might  be  sacked 
judging  from  the  1874  election.     The  first  I  heard  of  men 
coming  from  Abingdon  was  in  this  Court.    Go  both  sides 
feeling  ran  high  in  May.    The  Liberals  were  angry  at 
Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  being  opposed,  and  the  Conservatives 
were  annoyed  that  Mr.  Chitty  had  been  brought  down. 
I  saw  that  every  single  voter  was  canvassed,  but  I  left 
the  machinery  to  Lambert. 

By  the  President — I  never  heard  we  had  a  detective  in 
our  district.  My  elerks  in  the  ordinary  way  would  be 
engaged  sending  out  cards,  writing  letters,  comparing  the 
change  of  residence,  &c.  We  had  placards  and  circulars 
sent  from  the  Central  Office.  The  bill  posters  were  con- 
stantly employed  posting  bills,  each  side  covering  the  other's 
literature.  (A  laugh.)  The  slip  clerks  took  down  the 
names  of  the  men  as  they  left  the  booths.  We  had  four  in 
our  district.    We  had  none  of  the  men  from  Abingdon. 

By  Mr.  Ridley— Did  you  suspect  any  improper  practinea 
on  the  other  side?— We  did,  and  I  believe  I  stopped  a  case 
of  personation.  We  suspected  that  several  of  the  men  bad 
been  tampered  with  by  money. 

Was  your  attention  attracted  to  Woodward  ?— Well, 
there  was  a  Committee  room  at  Woodward^s,  and  he  was 
flecretuy  of  a  local  Building  Society  of  some  kind.    He 
-was  a  very  influential  man  against  us. 

Did  you  suspect  that  there  were  any  corrupt  practicei 
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In  whieh  he  was  engaged  ?->!(  ie  difficult  to  Biogle  him  otii 
peraonally.  We  heard  that  there  were  mysterions  simis  ct 
Boney  ooming  to  Oxford,  although,  no  doubt,  manyofth9 
leporta  were  utterly  without  foundation. 

Were  any  of  these  cases  brought  forward  at  the  hearing 
of  the  petition  ? — Most  of  the  evidence  at  the  petition  we 
were  sure  of. 

Then  they  were  not  investigated  at  the  election  petition  t 
— They  were  as  far  as  thepr  could  be. 

Did  you  take  any  port  in  investigating  the  cases  for  the 

fitition  ?— I  was  the  professional  man  who  did  the  work, 
was  responsible  for  the  whole  petition  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  City. 

I  understand  you  to  say  in  your  opinion  there  was  no 
excessive  employment? — I  don*t  think  there  was  any 
excessive  corrupt  employment  on  our  side. 

You  do  not  say  that  more  people  are  employed  than 
necessary  as  a  whole  throughout  the  constituency  ? — I  do 
not  say  that  there  were  not  on  this  last  occasion. 

Was  it  not  the  case  in  April  ?— I  do  not  think  there  was 
any  corruption  in  excessive  numbers  employed  in  April. 
Of  course  there  is  always  a  waste  in  war  of  any  kind,  and  so 
it  is  with  an  election.  You  have  to  get  men  in  case  of  an 
emergency,  and  when  you  once  employ  them  it  is  hard  to 
discharge  them.  Ever  since  the  time  of  Mr.  Neate's  being 
unseated  it  has  not  been  usual  to  employ  an  excessive 
number  of  persons.  I  tbink  the  great  reason  for  corrup  i 
employment  was  the  £3,000  which  the  Conservatives 
brought  down  from  the  Carlton. 

You  mean  that  there  was  no  excessive  corrupt  employ- 
ment upon  the  Liberal  side  ? — So  far  as  I  know  there  was 
none.  I  never  remember  an  application  being  made  to 
me  fnr  employment.  I  know  the  fact  of  the  clerks  voting 
was  illegal,  but  it  was  an  absolute  certainty  we  should 
have  lost  if  the  messengers  bad  not  polled.  If  a  man  em< 
ployed  had  come  to  me  and  asked  if  be  should  vote  I  should 
have  said  no,  and  that  it  was  a  misdemeanour.  I  think 
there  was  an  excessive  employment,  but  it  was  innocent 
instead  of  corrupt  employment. 

What  reason  can  there  be  for  excessive  employment 
except  to  obtain  votes  ? — Freeh  work  unexpectedly  comes 
in— it  must  be  done,  fresh  hands  are  engaged,  and  then 
sot  discharged.  There  must  be  waste  in  both  camps. 
I  know  that  several  men  came  in  wearing  one  colour  and 
Toted  the  other  way. 

How  do  you  know  which  way  they  voted  ?— It  came 
about  in  the  funniest  way.  After  a  man  marked  his  paper 
a  ray  of  light  came  upon  it,  and  my  clerk  saw  the  mark 
through  the  fold  of  the  thin  paper.  He  was  wearing  the 
opposite  colour.  I  saw  a  man  come  into  the  booth,  and* 
after  taking  the  ballot  paper,  he  pulled  out  his  card  to  see 
how  to  vote,  and  it  was  opposite  to  the  colour  be  was 
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WMringr.  I  think  the  breakfast!  might  lead  to  abuse  aod 
were  a  blunder. 

Mr.  Walsh  was  recalled  and  examined  by  Mr.  Ridley. 
He  said  I  make  a  general  complaint  against  the  presiding 
officers  and  the  Magistrates.  I  proposed  to  give  a  synopsia 
of  my  case  against  them  before  the  .inquiry  terminated. 
In  both  these  cases  they  are  generally  corrupt. 

The  presiding  officers  and  Magistrates  of  this  borough  ? 
— Certainly. 

That  is  a  serious  acnnsation. — I  don't  know  of  anything 
worse,  and  I  hope  the  inquiry  will  bring  a  Stipendiary 
Magistrate,  or  I  should  not  put  myself  in  the  position  of 
making  such  a  complaint. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  the  conduct  of  the  returning  officers 
affected  the  result  of  the  elections  in  Oxford  ?-^That  would 
be  impossible  to  say. 

Has  it  prevented  people  from  voting  ?^That  I  can't  tell 
you.  The  only  thing  I  complain  of  is  the  genera)  pressure 
of  which  I  will  furnish  details  by  showing  the  politics  oE 
the.  presiding  officers  for  whom  we  have  to  pay. 

Let  us  con6ne  ourselves  to  the  presiding  officers.  la 
what  way  could  pressure  be  put  on  to  affect  the  numbers 
polling  ? — The  great  majority  of  voters  are  labouring  men, 
and  the  complaint  against  the  returning  officers  is  that 
they  are  well-known  partizans  on  one  side  only,  and  they 
are  brought  face  to  face  with  men  who  canvassed  for 
tiieir  votes. 

But  you  had 'a  representative  in  the  polling  booth? — I 
was  obliged  to  send  for  the  highest  class  solicitors  in  the 
county  in  order  that  we  might  be  fally  represented,  and 
as  far  as  possible  to  check  the  practices  of  those  persons 
who  were  put  to  preside.  We  had  to  pay  £150  for  this  at 
each  election.  I  employed  men  in  order  to  prevent  per- 
sons from  being  terrorised,  from  being  frightened  whek 
they  went  up  to  poll,  and  to  correct  anything  that  might 
happen  to  go  wrong. 

Do  you  know  of  any  instances  where  your  voters  have 
been  refused  ? — Well,  I  should  be  sorry  to  say  that  with- 
out reference,  but  such  is  my  opinion. 

Kow,  have  you  gone  into  the  question  of  the  convey- 
ances ? — Well,  I  should  say  they  were  not  too  numerous. 

I  have  looked  through  the  vouchers,  and  in  some  cases 
it  is  not  specified  whether  the  conveyances  were  for  the 
polling  day  or  for  the  other  days  of  the  election? — ^There 
were  176  vehicles  on  the  polling  day.  The  number  which 
were  employed  did  not  at  all  surprise  me.  I  did  not 
think  they  were  excessive. 

It  seems  to  me  a  very  large  number. — Looking  at  the 
number  which  you  have  before  you  it  seems  very  large, 
bot  taking  what  I  saw  on  the  polling  day  there  were  not 
enough  vehiolefl.  I  never  tried  to  stop  the  using  of  all 
these  vehicles  and  other  things  although  I  knew  it  was 
oorrupti 
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^  Do  yoareftlly  think  yoawere  actinff  in  Mr.  HftU^i* 
interest  in  being  determined  to  win  the  dfection  byoormf^ 
inracticesT — Certainly  bo,  or  I  should  not  have  done  it. 

That  is  to  say  yon  could  not  win  without? — I  never 
fooeht  a  pure  election  in  Oxford  in  my  life. 

Then  the  April  election  was  a  corrupt  election? — If 
fetching^  voters  is  a  corrupt  practice,  that  was  pursued  at 
the  April  election. 

Then  the  May  election  could  not  have  been  won  fov 
Mr.  ELall  without  corrupt  practices  ?— No,  if  corrupt  prao- 
tioe  is  in  the  fetching  ot  voters. 

How  many  votes  did  corrupt  practices  make  a  difference 
of  ?— We  polled  100  more  in  May  than  in  April. 

My  attention  was  directed  to  other  matters,  those 
which  you  have  mentioned  to  my  colleagues,  excessive 
employment  of  voters.  Was  it  necessary  to  do  that  to  win 
the  election  ?  There  was  only  a  majority  of  10  votes  in 
April  and  I  want  to  know  what  there  was  between  April 
and  May  which  made  it  necessary  for  you  to  go  in  for  a 
general  system  of  corruption  in  order  to  win  Mr.  Hall's 
election.  Can  you  answer  the  question  ? — ^There  are  a  good 
many  answers  that  could  be  given  but  they  must  rest  en- 
tirely on  conjecture. 

Conjecture  or  not  I  should  like  to  have  an  answer — ^We 
bad  to  fight  Sir  William  Haroourt  bearing  the  prestige  of 
Home  Secretary.    That  is  the  answer  I  have  to  give. 

That  would  win  votes? — I  think  it  W3uld  have  lost  some 
votes  that  it  woald  have  been  necessary  to  get  back  again. 

Have  you  any  other  reason  to  give  why  it  was  necessary 
to  employ  corrupt  practices  ?— No,  sir,  1  have  none. 

We  have  heard  of  the  excessive  employment  of  voters 
for  various  purposes,  but  in  what  direction  of  corruption. 
Sf  I  may  use  the  phrase,  did  you  expect  this  £180  would 
be  uaed  ? — I  fancied  in  treating.  That  is  my  own  notion^ 
and  probably  in  paying  men  for  their  day's  work  in  coming 
npto  vote. 

X  ou  did  not  say  an3rthing  about  it  ? — No. 

Yon  fancied  it  would  be  in  direct  bribery  by  bujring 
votes  ? — In  treating.  I  need  hardly  say  no  conversation 
took  place  about  it. 

Did  you  expect  it  would  be  used  in  direct  bribery  and 
buying  of  votes  ? — ^No,  Sir ;  I  did  not  expect  that.  Oxford 
is  not  a  place  one  reads  of  where  people  go  about  with 
bags  of  money  to  buy  votes ;  employment  and  treating  ara 
what  damage  us. 

^As  far  as  you  *  know,  corrupt  practices  in  Oxford  are 
either  in  corrupt  employment  or  in  treating? — Yes,  or  In 
paying  men's  wages  for  the  day.  ^ 

Is  it  a  fact  that  the  money  deficient  in  vour  account  will 
be  found  to  have  disappeared  in  treating?—  No.  I  allude 
to  the  money  I  handed  to  Matthews.  The  deficiency  will 
be  more  likely  found  in  payment  to  messengera  not  appear- 
ing in  my  accounts,  who  did  little  work  and  were  exceadve 
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in  anmber,  and  abo  in  the  paymttnt  to  men  wlio  brooglkt 
mp  vofeen  on  the  day  of  the  poiL 

Can  yon  give  by  way  of  ^eae  what  amcmnt  of  mon^ 
was  so  spent? — I  should  think  almost  the  whole  of  the 
d^erenoe  between  my  published  expenditnre  and  the 
deficit  yon  there  find. 

The  whole  of  this  £1,600  is  also  illegal  expenditnre  ?— 
In  the  expenditnre  of  the  character  I  have  demonstrated. 

Did  you  suspect  corrupt  practices  were  going  on  on  the 
other  side  ?— I  did  in  the  firAt  election,  but  I  was  busy  in 
the  second. 

You  have  no  reason  to  suspect  any  in  the  May  election  ? 
— I  can't  say  that.  With  regard  to  what  I  said  of  the 
Magistrates  and  the  Presiding  Officers,  as  I  can't  prove  it 
by  strict  evidence  I  will  withdraw  it.  I  suspected  no 
•orruption  on  the  part  of  the  Magistrates  or  the  Returning 
Officers,  or  the  Liberal  party,  and  that  will  save  my  going 
further. 

You  make  these  charges  and  they  are  not  so  easilv  with- 
drawn.—I  shall  be  happy  to  withdraw  them,  and  shall  be 
delighted  to  get  out  of  this  box. 

When  you  made  the  charges  you  had  no  foundation  for 
them  ? — When  I  made  them  I  honestly  believed  them,  but 
I  have  not  time  to  prove  them. 

You  have  no  evidence  ? — ^I  will  say  so. 

I  want  to  know?— You  may  consider  every  charge 
•gainst  the  Liberal  party.  Magistrates,  and  Returning 
Omcers  to  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Gave — It  is  impossible.  You  make  a  charge  of  cor- 
ruption and  then  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  Walsh — If  I  offer  no  evidence,  that  is  all  I  can  do. 
J.  honestly  believed  we  were  not  alone  in  this  corruption. 

When  you  make  a  charge  you  are  bound  to  substantiate 
It  as  far  as  you  can,  and  in  time  we  must  deal  with 
the  charge,  but  if  you  do  not  give  evidence  it 
will  be  treated  as  without  the  slightest  shadow  of  foun- 
dation. —  Then  under  the  circumstances  I  had 
better  proceed  with  the  matter  in  the  best  way  I  can. 
But  as  to  charging  the  Liberals  with  corruption  I  can't 
do  it,  because  I  nave  no  evidence  of  it  before  me.  I  shall 
be  happy  to  take  any  course  you  may  decide. 

Mr.  Cave— That  we  shall  leave  entirely  to  you.— Unddfe 
.the  circumstances  I  had  better  bring  the  cases  before  you 
with  such  evidence  as  I  can  to  substantiate  it. 

Mr.  Ridley— With  regard  to  the  ballot  papers:  I 
vnderstand  yon  repudiate  any  intention  of  using  them  ?— 
Yes. 

I  suppose  it  was  impossible  to  use  them  imOToperly,  so 
(Img  as  the  counterfoil  was  attached  to  them  ?— Yes.  ^ere 
was  no  division  to  tear  it  off. 

Why  did  yon  not  have  the  cross  printed  against  Mr. 
Hall's  name,  which  I  believe  is  a  usual  thing?— That  wis 
done  in  the  cards  sent  round.     They  were  blank  in  (wder 
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to  demonstrate  how  the  men  were  to  yote.  250  were 
printed  and  ^tribnted,  and  I  shonM  think  they  wero 
need  in  the  manner  I  have  deBcribed.  It  was  mT 
idea.  I  had  a  man  to  foUow  Nuttall  and  Schnao- 
horst  about  whom  I  saw  every  evening,  and  be 
told  me  what  was  going  on.  This  man  saw  notiiing 
wrong^  and  no  one  else  was  employed  to  see  what 
the  Liberals  were  doing.  Only  £1,000  of  the  money 
for  the  April  election  came  from  London,  and  the 
rest  was  furnished  by  subscriptions,  except  £1,274  con- 
tributed by  Mr.  Hall.  The  £1000  that  came  from  Liondon 
was  paid  to  Mr.  Evetts,  and  came  through  him. 


SIXTH  DAY.— THURSDAY,  Oct.  7. 

The  first  witness  called  this  morning  was  Mr.  William 
Evetts,  who  was  examined  by  Mr.  Gave.    He  said  :  I  re- 
side in  Oxford.    I  am  a  partner  of  Mr.  Hall.    I  am  no 
relation  of  his.  I  think  I  was  present  at  the  meeting  spoken 
of  by  Prof.  Burrows.      I  don't  remember  who  was  there. 
Probably  Mr.  Herbert  Morrell  was  there  as  the  leader  of 
the  party.    At  the  meeting  on  the  Saturday  it  was  almost 
decided  not  to  contest  the   re-election  of  Sir   William 
Harcourt.     On  the  Sunday  I  saw  Mr.  Hall,  and  it  was 
then  understood  it  was   merely  a   question  of   money. 
Messrs.    Dayman  and  Walsh    thought    they  could   go 
through  the  contest  with  £3,500.     On   the  Monday  I 
went  to  London,  and  saw  certain  leaders  of  the  party, 
and  the   £3,500  was   raised.     I   saw  Mr.  Matthews  in 
Oxford.    The  sum  promised  in  London  was  £3,000,  and 
£500  was  raised  in  Oxford.     I  did  not  myself  bxing  the 
money.     I   telegraphed  to  Mr.   Hall  that   the   £3,000 
was  forthcoming,  and  returned  to  Oxford  on  Monday 
night.    I  think  there  was  a  meeting  on  the  Tuesday. 
When  Mr.  Walsh  left  on  Saturday  it  was  arranged  there 
should  be  no   fight,  but  in  consequence  of  getting  the 
money  the  determination  was  changed.    Two  days  afi^er 
my  return  to  Oxford  I  had   a   cheque   for  the  £3,000 
sent   to   me.      I   forwarded  it  to   Mr.    Dayman,      tt 
was      payable     to      me.         The     £500     was     raised 
locally,   but    I    don't   know    how   it   was   raised.      I 
paid  over  first  of  all  a  cheque  for  £317  lis.    That  was 
sometime  in  March.    That  was  not  paid  all  at  one  time 
to  Mr.  Wakh.     The  next  amount  was  £1,000  on  the  first 
of  April,  and  April  26th,  £600.     These  are  the  dates  the 
cheques  were  paid  into  the  bank.    I  can't  say  whether  I 
mud  the  cheque  for  £500  or  whether  it  was  sent  to  Mr. 
Walsh.     The  next  payment  was  April  29,    £200,  and 
another  payment  was  made  at  the  brewery  on  the  27th  of 
£250.    Nothing  more  was  paid  until  September  4,  £260. 
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St  Ebbe'fl,  bat  I  always  thoai^ht  we  stood  ia.a  good 
position  there.  Doe  reason  for  that  belief  is  that  I  have 
twice  stood  for  the  Oonncil  and  been  twice  returned  at 
ttie  head  of  the  poll  without  canvassing,  whilst  the  other 
side  employed  men  there. 

Then  it  is  not  always  necessary  to  have  a  large  staff  of 
messengers  and  clerks  ?— It  depends  npon  circumstances. 
Were  the  ^tage  number  of  men  employed  in  May  with 
the  view  of  influencing  their  votes  ?— No.  Nine  out  of 
•very  ten  were  members  of  the  Conservative  Association 
and  well  known  Conservatives.  It  is  an  old  custom  in 
Oxford  to  expect  remuneration  at  election  times.  At  the 
time  eC  Mr.  Stonor's  election  there  were  2,000  voters,  and 
his  expenses  were  £5,000.  In  1832  the  number  of  voters 
was  2,312.  The  1874  was  the  first  election  I  had  personally 
anything  to  do  with.  There  was  a  large  employment 
then,  and  also  in  April  last.  We 'were  rather  dumb- 
founded by  the  fact  of  Cooper  commencing  the  election  on 
behalf  of  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  by  employing  a  large  number 
of  Conservatives  in  St.  Thomas'.  Such  a  thing  as  that  we 
generally  avoided,  and  we  only  put  on  those  whose  politics 
we  knew. 

Have  you  a  Conservative  Association  in  Oxford  ? — In 
•very  Ward    there  is  a    Working    Men's   Conservative 
Association. 
What  are  the  numbers  in  St.  Ebbe's  ?— About  200. 
Were  the   persons   you    employed    members  of   that 
Association  ? — Nine  out  of  ten  of  them. 

Ton  did  not  employ  the  whole  of  the  members  of  the 
Association  ?— No ;  we  employed  those  who  were  out  of 
work  principally.  I  am  afraid  there  was  a  great  number 
out  of  work. 

Could  you  have  won  the  election  if  you  had  restricted 
yourself  to  employing  such  clerks  and  messengers  as  were 
wanted  ? — I  think  it  is  very  doubtful.  Personally  I  think 
we  should,  but  others  better  versed  in  electioneering 
matters  than  I  was  said  we  should  not. 

At  all  events  were  men  employed  in  excess  of  what  was 
actually  required  ?— Without  a  doubt,  on  both  sides. 

And  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  votes  ?— I  can't 
say  that.  Nine  out  of  ten  of  those  we  employed  were 
well-known  Conservatives. 

In  the  accounts  furnished  to  me  have  you  given  me  an 
account  of  all  the  moneys  that  have  been  expended  so  far 
as  you  know  in  that  district?— As  far  as  I  know  with  the 
exception  of  eighteen-pences  and  half-crowns  to  four 
women  that  came  to  me  at  the  brewery.  Take  all  the 
year  round  I  have  from  six  to  eight  come  to  me  every 
morning. 

How  long  have  you  done  that?— -I  think  I  can  trace  it 
back  for  100  years.  We  have  lists  of  people  who  have 
received  meat  at  Christmas  for  100  years.  It  used  to  be  two 
beasts  and  five   sheep,  but  latterly  we  have  not  given 
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smy  BO  mveh  beoftuse  the  Bheei>  have  been  ixowMfl, 
Oynee  employed  the  men,  and  paid  them.  I  paesda  Che 
list  prodnoed  as  correct.  In  one  way  or  another  Gynes 
•oconnted  for  all  the  money  he  received  from  me.  Colonr- 
•Ue  employment  went  on  on  both  sides  at  the  laaCi 
election.  I  ktiow  G^rge  Purser,  Cowley  Boad.  I  paid  him 
6  goineas  at  the  first  election  for  a  Committee  room,  and 
gninea  for  a  picture.  He  is  a  very  dishonest  man.  At 
the  first  election  he  was  brought  to  me  as  a  Conservative 
in  great  distress,  and  I  gave  him  lOs.  I  believe  he  stuck 
up  bills  at  the  first  electiou.  On  the  24th  of  March  I  got 
a  letter  from  his  master  exposing  his  whole  conduct.  I 
heard  he  gave  evidence  against  me  on  the  petition.  I  met 
liim  in  the  street,  and  he  said  he  was  well  paid,  and  was 
going  to  leave  Oxford.  I  understand  he  received  £18  lOs. 
nom  Nnttall,  and  ¥ras  well  nursed  in  Birmingham,  and 
looked  after  by  two  detectives.  At  one  time  NuttaU 
happened  to  be  absent  from  Birmingham,  and  Purser 
wrote  to  Mallam*s  and  said  unless  they  psAd  him  more 
money  he  should  give  up  the  whole  thing.  Then  I  had 
information  that  he  was  coming  to  Oxford  in  the  custody 
of  Tom  NuttaU,  whoever  that  was,  and  one  of  these 
detectives,  by  a  certain  train,  to  give  evidence  on  the 
petition,  and  at  that  time  he  was  being  looked  out  for  to 
he  arrested  for  debt.  I  knew  he  had  no  mone^, 
and  since  then  he  appears  to  have  paid  off  all  his 
debts,  and  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and 
has  ^ken  a  publichouse,  and  he  seems  to  have  done 
pretty  well  by  the  information.  I  distinctly  deny^  having 
asked  Purser  to  canvass  for  us  at  the  second  electioD,  and 
telling  hm  that  he  would  be  remunerated.  I  had  a  letter 
from  a  man  named  Godfrey,  a  detective,  sayiog  Purser 
was  amenable  to  argument,  meaning  I  suppose  that  if  I 
■oit  him  a  £10  note  he  would  not  give  evidence  on  the 
petition.  I  don't  think  Purser  came  to  the  brewery  on  the 
80th  of  ApriL  I  bad  not  met  him  the  day  before  and  abked 
liim  to  come  there.  I  never  told  him  to  get  as  manv  votes 
as  he  could,  and  lay  out  as  much  money  as  he  liked.  He 
18  a  Cowley  man,  but  votes  in  the  West  Ward.  He  is  the 
last  man  in  the  world  I  should  put  on  to  pay  voters.  I 
know  Henry  Stonebill.  I  gave  him  £5  on  the  15th  of  ApriL 
fie  is  a  very  enthusiastic  cricketer,  and  a  man  I  have 
known  sometime.  I  knew  he  had  lately  moved  his  abode, 
and  I  thought  money  matters  were  not  quite  right.  He 
told  me  he  was  in  bad  circumstances,  and  I  gave  him  this 
to  put  him  in  his  old  position.  This  was  after  the  election. 
I  have  helped  him  since.  In  the  second  election  Stonebill 
vras  employed  by  the  Liberals,  but  I  think  voted  for  the 
Conservatives.  (A  laugh.)  He  was  a  canvasser  in  April. 
I  did  not  give  him  the  £5  with  the  view  of  bribery.  I  did 
not  then  know  there  was  to  be  another  election.  I 
had  never  helped  him  previously,  and  I  don't  think  he  re- 
^pdiedit.    I  never  heard  of  Daniel  Carr  in  my  life  until 
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1  law  his  name  in  the  particulars.  I  never  gave  him  any 
money  in  my  life.  The  charge  is  simply  due  to  the  imagine 
ation  of  a  detective  named  Knight.  I  never  bribed  three 
men  named  Surridge.  They  were  put  on  as  messengem 
"by  Gynes.  The  wife  ef  one  was  employed  to  make 
rosettes,  but  I  don't  know  bjr  whom.  Gynes  paid 
her.  I  know  Mrs.  Henry  Surridge,  jun.  The  house 
she  lives  in  does  not  belong  to  the  brewery.  Her  rent 
T>ook  was  not  taken  to  the  brewery.  I  did  not  settle  her 
rent  for  her.  I  know  nothing  whatever  about  that. 
Henry  Surridge  was  engaged  on  the  Conservative  side  at 
the  second  election.  I  can't  say  whether  he  was  engaged 
by  the  Liberals  on  the  first  election.  A  great  number  who 
worked  for  the  Liberals  in  April  worked  for  the  Conserva- 
tives in  May.  I  know  Joseph  Nash.  I  never  paid  him  any- 
thing although  I  canvassed  him.  This  charge  is  entirely 
without  foundation.  Jas.  Surridge  and  H.  Surridge  made 
a  statement  before  Mr.  Kussell,  the  solicitor  for  the  re- 

rtndent  on  the  petition,  denying  the  charge  of  bribery, 
know  Charles  Wilkins  and  his  wife.  I  never  re- 
member seeing  them  during  the  progress  of  the  second 
election.  I  did  not  give  Mrs.  Wilkins  10a.  to  bring 
him  home.  I  gave  her  10s.  because  she  was  in  great  dis- 
tress previous  to  the  15th  of  March.  I  believe  the  husband 
voted  at  both  elections.  He  came  from  London  at 
the  first  election.  His  name  was  returned  to  the  Central 
Oommittee  amongst  the  out-of-town  voters  who  came  to 
vote.  I  can't  say  how  manv  names  were  sent  in  this  way. 
I  had  nothing  to  do  with  bringing  him  down;  that 
was  managed  by  the  Central  Committee.  I  know  Mrs. 
Godfrey,  Blackfriars'  Koad.  I  don't  remember  going  to 
her  with  Mr.  HalL  I  did  aek  her  where  Wilkins  was. 
She  said  he  was  gone  away  because  he  was  in  trouble 
about  his  coal  bill.  I  think  I  said  I  could  settle  that 
affair,  and  bring  him  back.  I  know  Wm.  Hoare ;  I 
believe  he  was  away  from  Oxford  at  the  first  election. 
I  did  not  give  him  7s.  or  anything ;  I  saw  him  after 
the  May  election  six  or  seven  times ;  be  asked  me  for 
his  expenses  for^  coming  from  London  to  vote :  I 
refused  to  .give  him  anything  and  referred  him  to  Mr. 
Hall.  I  don't  know  Robert  Scott ;  I  did  not  give  or 
promise  him  anything  in  respect  of  the  last  election. 
I  saw  John  Poole,  baker,  on  the  27th  of  April.  In 
the  week  before  that  he  wanted  to  buy  some  pigs. 
%  don't  remember  saying  I  was  astonished  he  had  not 
•come  on  our  side.  I  don  t  remember  asking  him  why  he 
did  not  come  on  our  side.  I  was  anxious  to  get  his  room 
for  a  Committee  room,  and  I  told  him  he  would  be  paid 
in  the  ordinary  way.  I  did  not  say  I  would  put  him  in 
-a  larger  way  of  business,  but  Poole  said,  **  What  will 
people  think  of  me  if  I  changed  sides,  having  already  ez- 
Iiibited  red  bills  and  being  a  Liberal  ?"  The  reason  for 
pressing  him  was  that  the  Conservatives  wanted  a  Com- 
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miitee  room  in  that  neighboorhood ;  but  no  offer  wav- 
made  to  befriend  Poole  if  he  would  give  up  his 
home.  I  offered  him  £5  for  bis  room.  I  did  not 
■ay  if  he  would  turn  from  Liberal  to  Gonservative 
I  would  do  all  I  promised.  I  have  seen  him  since,  and  he 
■aid  it  was  false,  making  use  of  the  remark  that  chose  who 
went  up  town  and  talked  about  thepe  things  got  a  great 
de<»l  more  than  those  who  remained  at  home  and  closed 
their  mouths.  I  think  I  said  a  Gonservative  is  as  good 
as  a  Liberal ;  can't  you  come  on  our  side  and  let  us  have 
your  room  ?  This  was  in  the  presence  of  a  man  named 
Cape).  The  district  was  managed  by  Mr.  Turner  and 
Mr.  Wells.  If  I  had  obtained  the  room  I  should  have 
let  Turner  know  about  it.  I  endeavoured  to  get  Poole  to 
vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  I  am  not  aware  he  had  had  losses  in 
his  business  at  the  time.  I  think  he  sent  word  that  I  could 
not  have  his  room  for  a  Gommittee  room.  I  did  not  go  to 
his  house  on  the  Thursday.  I  was  in  the  West  Ward 
canvassing  there.  It  was  on  the  Tuesday  that  he  said 
he  could  not  change  his  principles.  I  know  James 
Blay,  a  fish  dealer.  I  believe  I  canvassed  him. 
He  said  he  would  not  promise  anybody.  I  offered 
to  supply  him  with  milk  at  lO^d.  a  gallon.  I 
said  you  can  get  a  good  living  by  selling  our  milk  ;  the 
Brewery  milk  sells  well.  (Laughter.)  Blay  said  he  could 
not  go  into  that  business.  (Mr.  Eyetts  explained  that  he 
ae&ed  a  good  many  persons  to  sell  milk,  because  there  was  a 
largequantity  of  good  milk  for  which  there  was  less  demand 
in  the  vacation  than  in  term  time. )  I  don't  remember  seeing 
a  red  flag  at  his  place  on  the  6th  of  May.  Mrs.Morrell  drove 
down  there,  and  Blay  ran  out,  and  waved  a  red  flag  in  front 
of  the  horse,  and  the  carriage  was  nearly  upset.  I  went 
and  scolded  him,  and  he  said  what  right  has  Mrs.  Morrell 
to  drive  down  Blackfriars'  Eoad  ?  I  said  I  thought  she  had 
every  right,  and  he  ought  not  to  insult  the  lady.  I  knew 
after  this  he  would  not  vote  for  us.  I  have  not  supplied  him 
with  milk.  (Laughter.)  I  know  Samuel  Spring.  I  think  I 
paid  him  30s., but  he  claimed  £2  3s.  I  think  Gynes  paid  some 
and  I  paid  the  balance.  It  was  for  work  done.  I  paid  him 
about  10  days  after  the  election.  He  was  employed  by 
Gynes.  I- can't  say  why  he  was  only  paid  £1 10^.  (The 
omission  of  the  name  from  the  furnished  list  being  pointed 
out,  Mr.  Evetts  said  that  all  the  messengers  in  that  Ward 
were  omitted  from  the  list.)  Some  small  accounts  for 
Gommittee  rooms,  vehicles,  and  services  had  not  been 
returned.  I  can't  say  how  it  was,  but  there  is  much 
that  was  **  higgledy-piggledy."  It  was  an  over- 
sight.  I  think  I  know  Kobert  Robey  by  sight.  He 
was  one  of  the  messengers.  I  don't  know  what  he 
was  paid.  Thomas  Goodlake  was  paid  by  me  for  his  Gom- 
mittee room.  It  was  £7  lOs.  Ward  received  £20,  but 
that  was  for  the  whole  of  his  house.  I  suppose 
that     was     the     amount    agreed     upon     by     Gynes. 


Goodlake'B  hoiiM  is  in  tbe  Mme  lirdet.  Tka  liMii* 
was  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  exposing  th* 
Ulls.  I  know  John  Akerman.  He  acted  as  peraonation 
agent  on  the  day  of  the  poll.  I  paid  Paesey's  bill 
aboat  the  Tuesday  or  Weanesday  after  the  election* 
I  don't  know  why  it  was  not  sent  to  the  Town  Clerk 
with  the  other  vouchers.  All  the  accounts  .1  ga^a 
to  Gynes.  What  he  did  with  them  I  caa't  say.  I  can*fe 
tell  you  why  Harris's  bill  of  £1  lOe.  was  not  sent  in.  It  is 
in  the  list  I  gave  you  this  morning.  I  furnished  Gynes 
with  as  many  accounts  as  I  could. 

Mr.  Cave — Can  you  tell  me  why  there  are  two  receipts 
of  £3  S^.  and  £2  3s.  by  Henry  Harris  for  the  same  thing  ? 

Mr.  Evetts--!  know  nothing  whatever  of  one  of  those 
receipts.  I  paid  Campion  £8  for  cabs.  ^  The  reason  that 
wfl»  not  sent  in  was  because  it  was  a  private  bill  of  CoU 
Hall's. 

Mr.  Cave — When  you  paid  it  it  became  part  of  Mr. 
HalPs  expenses. 

Mr.  Evetts^It  did  not  occur  to  me  to  return  that.  It 
was  not  for  cabs  on  the  day  of  election. 

Mr.  Cave — It  was  part  of  the  election  expenses. 

By  Mr.  Cowie^I  gave  Stonebill  the  £5  long  before  it 
was  known  there  would  be  a  second  election.  Samuel 
Oapel  was  with  him  when  I  saw  Poole.  I  told  Poole  I 
would  take  so  many  hundredweights  of  potatoes  for  the 
pifirs.  When  he  sent  the  potatoes  I  found  they  were  under 
weight  and  I  sent  to  him,  and  we  had  some  words  about 
it.  U  Itimately  I  consented  to  take  tha  potatoes,  as  there 
was  only  a  small  deficiency.  I  had  a  special  reason  for  want- 
ing Poole's  room.  It  was  becaase  it  was  near  Mr.  Cooper's, 
who  was  a  leading  Liberal.  We  fancied  we  lost  ground 
on  the  occasion  of  the  first  election  by  Cooper  putting  on 
Conservatives.  He  is  the  Cooper  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Walsh  in  connection  with  **  Cooper's  lambs."  (Laughter.) 
I  sold  the  pigs  at  the  usaal  price.  I  was  not  ofifering  him 
any  advantage  ;  I  thought  he  was  getting  that.  I  know  in 
the  particulars  there  were  a  large  number  of  persons  whom 
it  was  alleged  I  had  bribed.  I  ens;aged  a  few  of  the  men 
whose  names  were  mentioned.  Some  of  them  may  have 
received  payments  from  me ;  only  those  I  have  referred  to. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — There  is  a  Conservative  Association  in 
the  West  Ward,  and  I  believe  in  every  ward  of  the  City.* 
They  are  a  great  help  in  bringing  the  men  together.  We 
should  g^ve  a  preference  to  members  of  the  Associations  in 
the  matter  of  employment.  Although  the  number  en- 
gaged was  excessive  it  was  done  rather  in  obedience  to 
custom  than  with  the  idea  of  influeneing  their  votes. 
Many  will  work  for  one  colour  and  vote  for  the  other. 

Mr.  Cave. — Then  why  do  you  do  it?— Because  they 
expect  to  be  put  on. 

Mr.  Kidley.— If  they  were  not  put  on,  they  would  not 
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toto  at  all  ?— Tbey  would  not  Uke  any  interest  in  the 
election. 

As  a  matter  of  fact  it  does  not  inflaenoe  the  Toting  ?— 
It  makes  them  vote  ;  it  does  not  alter  the  colours  much. 

They  would  not  vote  unless  you  employed  them  ? — 
Very  likely  not. 

How  many  votes  might  you  have  lost  in  your  district  t 
—Perhaps  20. 

Are  you  Chairman  of  the  Association  ?— I  am  treasurer  9 
I  believe  ;  but  there  is  not  much  cash  te  advance. 

Are  there  any  funds  ?— None  whatever.    (Laughter.) 

Are  there  any  subscriptions  at  all  7-^Not  now  ;  we  used 
to  have  them,  bat  they  dropped  through.  It  is  a  volun- 
tary association.  Bef  resbments  were  supplied  on  the  poll- 
ing day.  There  ^were  26  breakfasts,  the  bill  for  which 
is  still  unpaid.  There  were  bills  and  vouchers  for  an 
expenditure  of  £470,  all  of  which  I  ga/e  back  to  Mr. 
Gynes.  This  figure  did  not  appear  anywhere  else  ;  it  was 
over  and  above  the  expenditure  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Walsh. 

There  are  some  items  which  are  legitimate,  supposing 
them  necessary  ;  why  did  you  not  retain  them  ? — I  cannot 
say ;  I  rather  imagined  they  had  been  returned  to  head- 
quarters by  Mr.  Gynes. 

I  believe  some  refreshments  were  supplied  to  the 
Committee  by  George  Talbot.  The  men  who  were 
working  on  the  day  of  the  election  did  not  have  any 
other  refreshment  during  the  day.  They  were  paid  some- 
thing extra  because  of  this.  There  were  refreshments  at 
the  April  election  whilst  the  canvassing  was  going  on.  ^  I 
was  told  there  were  several  breakfasts  on  the  Liberal  side 
on  the  day  of  election.  There  was  one  in  my  district.  I 
generally  go  to  the  farm  before  breakfast,  and  the  day  I 
saw  Poole  with  Papel  he  srent  with  me.  I  did  not  take  him 
with  me  for  the  purpose  of  bearing  the  conversation. 
There  are  no  less  than  73  charges  of  bribery  in  the  peti- 
tion against  me,  I  believe,  besides  those  mentioned  this 
morning,  chiefly  consisting  of  money  given  to  messengers 
for  colourable  employment. 

Had  you  anything  to  do  with  the  payment  or  engage- 
ment of  these  men? — No,  not  a  single  one. 

Have  you  seen  the  names  ?~I  have.  Gynea  put  them  on. 
The  people  who  got  up  the  petition,  I  think,  did  not  know 
whether  I  or  Gynes  was  in  command.  They  seemed  fond  of 
dragging  my  name  in  as  much  as  they  could.  The  pay- 
ment of  £119  to  Gynes  was  for  the  payment  of  messengers. 
Stonefaill  was  engaged  as  superintendent  of  messengers  at 
the  Liberal  Hall.  Mr.  Nuttall  was  very  conspic- 
uous at  the  counting  of  the  votes.  I  saw  him  can- 
vassing. I  saw  some  of  his  men  about  the  City,  and  we 
had  them  watched.  We  never  had  such  a  thing  before  as 
being  invaded  by  the  Birmingham  Caucas.  We  employed 
detectives  to  watch  the  foreigners.  As  far  as  1  know 
this  18  the  first  time  foreigners  have  been  engaged  here  in 
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electioneering  matters.  The  day  of  the  polling:  parsed  off 
more  quietly  than  I  expf ctnd.  A  stranger  was  pointed 
out  to  me  as  a  prize-fit^hter  from  Bristol,  and  he  wan  caUed 
**  Sir  William  Harcourt's  black-eye  m^ik^-r."  A  Scotchman 
followed  me  about,  and  he  was  christoned  my  "  Scotch 
f^reyhound."  No  special  constables  wereemuioycd  by  us. 
There  was  excitement  on  the  day  of  election,  hut  no  con- 
siderable noise.  On  thn  night  b^  fore  the  election  the  town 
was  in  posseRsion  of  a  Liberal  m^b  with  thousands  of 
torches.  As  they  passed  the  K>ebuck  Hotel— our  Central 
Committee-room— -they  threw  some  of  the  burning  torches 
in  the  doorways,  and  I  really  thousrht  the  building  would 
be  burnt  down.  We  wanted  the  Mayor  to  alter  the  day 
of  election,  but  be  wir«hed  to  have  it  on  the  day  fixed. 
There  was  excessive  employment  on  the  Liberal  side,  and 
many  breakfasts  given  which  continued  to  mid-day. 

Mr.  John  Calcutt,  a  Town  Councillor  and  J.  P.,  said, — 
I  was  on  the  Summertown  Conservative  Committee  at  the 
May  election.  VVe  made  a  house-to-house  canvass  to 
ancertain  the  amount  of  ptomises  we  could  get  for  Mr. 
Hall.  A  man  of  the  name  of  Matthew^*  was  introduced 
to  me  in  Walton  Streec  on  the  Thursday  before  the 
election.  He  was  a  atranger,  and  he  said  he  should 
seek  an  interview  with  me  at  the  earliest  opportunity, 
as  I  had  been  recommended  to  him.  On  the  Friday, 
I  believe,  he  paid  me  a  visit,  and  compelled  me  to  listen 
by  making  known  the  fact  that  we  were  members  of  the 
same  Order.  It  was  his  opinion  that  Mr.  Hall  lo^t  in  the 
April  election  by  not  taking  on  a  larger  number  of  men. 
That  W8S  our  opinion.  His  idea  was  how  we  should 
arrange  for  thn  election  then  coming  forward.  Abont 
four  days  before  the  April  election  I  had  a  death  in  my 
family,  and  I  was  not  able  to  take  a  prominent  part  in  it. 
I  told  him  it  was  a  customary  thing  to  take  on  a  number 
of  men,  and  if  we  were  to  win  we  must  do  so.  t 
said  it  was  useless  to  employ  a  large  quantity  of  men 
unless  we  bad  the  means  for  them.  He  hinted  to 
me  if  we  could  find  proper  persons  the  money  would  be 
found.  He  introduced  the  name  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Payne 
as  one  who  had  been  recommended  to  him.  I  thought  he 
was  a  very  proper  person  for  the  work.  As  I  walked 
through  the  streets  I  was  continnally  aitked  the  question  : 
when  are  you  going  to  put  us  on  ?  Mr.  Matthews  explained 
that  it  was  very  improp  r  to  bribe,  but  what  was  to  be  done 
was  to  find  employment  for  them.  He  proposed 
to  start  with  '*  the  flag  and  pole  business,'*  and  set 
men  to  post  bills  and  to  watch  flails,  that  was  to  invent 
labour.  After  I  left  him  I  think  an  arrangement  was 
made  that  when  employment  was  asked  for  by  meo 
they  should  be  referred  to  Mr.  Payne.  The  Tuesday  fol- 
lowing he  sent  for  me,  and  I  believe  an  interview  took  place 
at  23  or  43,  St.  John  Street  where  Mr.  Matthews  appeared 
to  be  lodging.  I  believe  Payne  was  preaenton  that  occasion. 
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We  at  onoe  on  the  Saturday  put  ounrelveB  in  form  to  carry 
out  his  BnggestioD,  and  an  intimation  was  made  to  the  men 
who  came  and  asked  for   employment  that  they  would 
be  put  on,  and  large  provision  was  made  for   colours, 
poles,  flags,  rosettes,  and  ribands.    I  bad  advanced  £5  or 
£10  to  Nathaniel  Payne  to  pay  men  principally.  They  were 
employed  on  the  faith  of  what  Mr.  Matthews  told  me.  On 
the  Tuesday  Mr.  Matthews  provided  the  money  for  the 
work  that  was  to  be  done.   The  money  was  tied  up  in  bage 
on  the  table.    He  said  there's  the  money  to  pay  for  what 
has  been  done,  and  for  you  to  go  on  with.    He  wanted  to 
make  me  his  private  cashier  in  this  matter.    I  took  the 
money  and  handed  some  of  it  to  Mr.  Payne.    There  were 
two  bags  of  money.   I  did  not  open  them.    I  think  one  bag 
that  went  to  Mr.  Payne  contained  about  £40.    I  took  the 
other  bag  myself,  and   received  instructions   from   Mr. 
Matthews  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  with  it.    It  was  to 
be  given  to  Mr.    Payne  when  he  wanted  it.    My  bag 
contained  £60,   but  the  Thursday   before   the   election 
Payne  applied   to   me   for   some   more   money,    and  I 
paid  him  £10  or  £15  from  time  to  time.     We  bought 
and  ordered  flags,  and  100  men  were  employed  to  carry 
them.    Jericho  soon  looked  like  fairyland,  and  the  people 
forgot  their  trouble.    In  the  night  they  robbed  each  other, 
and  next  day  application  was  made  for  more  flags.    All 
the  available  material  in  three  local  shops  was  bought  up, 
and  the  drapers  had  to  telegraph  to  London  for  more. 
Fibands  were  put  on  horses  and  oxen,  dogs  and  cats,  and 
dookeys  were  dressed  in  blue  to  represent  Conservatives. 
(Laughter.)     Altogether  I  think    I  was  liable  for  £20 
or  £S0  for  colours.     I  am  responsible   to   Juggins  and 
Patterson   for  large  amounts.    Payne    must  have   had 
altogether  £50  from   me,    besides  the  £40  he  had  pre- 
viously.      I    have    no   accounts.      Matthews   said    he 
thought  he  was  justified  in  spending  £500,  and  I  believe 
Payne  .had  some  money  of  him,  besides   what  he  had 
of  me.     He  did  not  limit  us  to  any  amount,    but  he 
th<ught  £500  would  be  sufficient.    On  the  day  before  the 
election  I  sav.*  him  again  in  St.  John  Street.    Our  meeting 
was  not  a  very  pleasant  one.    There  was  no  money  forth- 
coming to  pay  the  excess  in  the  expenses  already  incurred. 
(Laughter.)    I  had  nothing  else  to  see  him  for  except  this 
money  business.    Mr.  Wells  was  there  on  the  same  ocea- 
sion.  There  was  a  coolness  on  the  part  of  Matthews,  some- 
thing about  him  I  did  not  like.    He  appeared  to  he  alto- 
f  ether  indifferent  as  to  Mr.  Hall  winning  so  that  Sir  Wm. 
farcourt  was  turned  out,  and  I  thought  it  was  as  if 
Mr.  Hall    was  being  treated  as  a  cat's  paw.     I  asked 
him  for  money,  but  he  only  gave  us  to  understand  that  if 
the  election  was  successful  we  might  get  more.    I  never 
aipked  this  gentleman  where  he  came  from.    He  seemed 
to  know  Oxfordshire  well,  and  spoke  of  huntiog  over 
Glouoestershiroi     I  had  not  the  slightest  idea  where 
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the  money  cftme  from.  It  appeared  to  eome  from  him 
or  bis  friends.  For  all  I  know  there  was  a  larger 
sum  spent  than  I  am  telling  you  of.  The^  other 
name  mentioned  as  one  who  had  communication 
with  him  was  Mr.  Wells.  I  saw  him  when  he  passed 
through  Oxford  sometime  in  July.  ^  I  know  a  man  named 
Carpenter.  I  believe  he  is  an  **  electioneering  knacker  man'* 
— (laughter) — who  was  employed  to  pull  down,  deface, 
and  cover  over  the  literature  on  the  other  side,  and  par- 
ticularly to  destroy  copies  of  a  cartoon  which  represented 
Mr.  Hall  whipping  a  soldier.  Matthews  told  me  that  the 
flag  business  would  afford  all  the  employment  that  was 
necessary.  I  had  two  men  watching  my  own  buildings, 
for  no  sooner  was  anything  put  up  by  me  than  it  was 
taken  down  by  the  other  party.  Carpenter  was  placed 
at  a  polliog  booth  to  see  who  of  the  Summertown 
voters  had  polled.  I  think  he  was  also  employed  previously 
by  Mr.  Cripps. 

By  Mr.   Cave — When  Mr.  Matthews  first  introduced 
himself  to  me  he  did  not  give  me  his  name.     He  said, 
'*  You  have  been  recommended  to  me  and  I  must  see  you." 
He  afterwards  saw  me  at  my  house  and  gave  the  name  of 
Charles  Matthews.    We  thought  it  our  duty  to  paste  over 
the  bills  put  up  by  Mr.  Buckell.    (Laughter.)    Oar  flags 
on  one  occasion  in  Jericho  were  palled  down,  very  soon 
after  they  were  put  up,  by  the  opposite  side.    I  believe 
Payne  paid  these  men  partly  every  night.    I  paid  for 
colours  on  the  Saturday  and  also  for  poles,  amounting  to 
£10  or  £16.    We  were  engaged  in  such  a  bosiness  that  the 
money  was  only  in  my  hands  a  few  hours.    I  kept  paying; 
out  of  the  £60  until  the  money  was  gone,  and  altogether  I 
was  considerably  out  of  pocket  at  the  finish.    I  have  also 
made  myself  liable  for  other  bills.    From  what  Matthews 
said  I  inferred  he  had  given  money  to  someone  else,  but  he 
did  not  say  to  whom.    I  reminded  him  of  his  promise  to  sup- 
ply us  with  money.    He  seemed  to  think  it  could  be  got, 
but  it  has  never  arrived  yet.      (Laughter.)    I  have  no 
doubt  we  gave  employment  with  this  money  to  120  men. 
They  were  engaged  by  Payne  at  my  recommendation.  The 
men  came  from  Summertown,  Jericho,  and  St.  Giles'. 
They  were  chiefly  voters.    Most  of  the  people  in  Oxford 
are  connected  in  some  way  or  other  with  voters. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— 1  have  about  40  men  in  my  employ- 
ment on  the  average.  I  think  one  of  my  men  drove  some 
of  my  employes  to  the  poll  in  a  hired  wagonette.  I  never 
saw  so  little  beer  drunk  on  the  day  of  election  as  in  May. 
No  pressure  was  put  on  any  of  my  men.  I  don't  think  I 
rejected  any  one  who  came  to  me  for  employment.  I  sent 
them  to  Mr.  Payne  whether  they  were  voters  or  not. 
Mr.  Draper  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  know  how  much 
I  was  out  of  pocket,  and  I  told  him  I  believed  £40  would 
cover  it.  I  have  no  writing  whatever  of  Mr.  Matthews's. 
I  have  reason  to  believe  Payne  received  money  from  Mr. 
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Matthews  direct.  I  met  Sir  William  Harcourt  with  a 
large  rosette,  and  it  reminded  me  of  my  grandmother's 
warming  pan.  (Laughter.)  I  thought  ultimately  that 
Mr.  Matthews's  sole  object  was  to  turn  out  Sir  William 
Harcourt.  I  believe  Mr.  Matthews  said  Mr.  Walsh  had 
recommended  me.  I  have  since  told  Mr.  Walsh  that  I 
would  rather  he  would  not  recommend  me  on  such  a  job 
^gain.  (A  laugh.)  I  have  no  notion  where  Mr.  Matthews 
is  to  be  found.  I  should  rather  like  to  see  him  again. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Thos.  Wells,  manciple  and  cook  at  Brasenose 
College,  said  I  have  taken  an  interest  in  politics  for  some 
years.  At  the  last  election  I  was  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee at  Osney.  I  don't  think  I  attended  any  meeting 
of  my  party  before  the  Tuesday.  Mr,  Hall  came  to  me 
himself,  and,  I  told  him  I  thought  we  should  win.  I  can't 
recollect  the  day  I  saw  Matthews,  but  I  should  think  it 
was  a  week  before  the  election.  I  heard  his  name  men- 
tioned previously.  He  came  to  my  house  and  introduced 
himself  as  Mr.  Matthews.  I  believe  he  said  I  had  been 
recommended  him  by  Mr.  Walsh.  He  asked  my  opinion 
about  the  election,  and  I  said  I  thought  we  should  win. 
He  said  we  had  a  poor  district,  and  he  wanted  to  know 
if  we  wanted  help  in  the  shape  of  money.  I  said  that  was 
just  what  we  did  want.  He  gave  me  to  understand  that 
when  I  wanted  it  I  was  to  go  to  him.  We  had  a 
great  number  in  the  parish  out  of  work,  and  I  could  not 
put  them  on  for  want  of  money.  We  lost  the  first  election 
entirely  owing  to  that.  I  had  about  40  men  at  the  first 
election,  but  I  increased  them  considerably.  Matthews 
asked  me  what  I  should  want,  and  I  said  I  would  have 
£100  to  go  on  with,  and  I  took  this  from  the  shelf 
at  his  lodgings  in  St.  John  Street,  he  telling  me 
I  was  to  help  myself.  He  said  there  was  not  to  be 
bribery,  bat  we  were  to  employ  men  and  pay  them 
for  their  work.  I  met  him  again  in  the  street,  and  he 
asked  how  we  were  getting  on.  I  said  very  well,  and 
that  I  had  put  extra  messengers  on.  That  was  the  only 
money  I  had  from  him.  Mr.  Evetts,  Mr.  Calcutt,  Mr. 
Payne,  and  myself  were  at  the  house  at  the  same  time  on 
tile  Friday.  We  told  him  the  money  we  had  had  was  not 
sufficient,  and  he  said  he  would  do  what  he  could  for  us. 
I  saw  Matthews  some  time  in  August.  He  said  we 
had  been  very  extravagant,  and  he  had  no  more 
money  for  us.  He  was  going  to  visit  some  friends  at 
a  place  near  Stratford-on-Avon.  I  received  recently  £150 
from  Mr.  Dayman.  My  claim  was  over  £200.  I  had 
nearly  200  messengers  on  at  the  second  election.  I  tried 
to  find  them  all  work,  and  put  on  all  I  thought  deserved 
it.  Many  of  our  men  were  employed  by  the  Liberals  in 
April.  We  could  not  engage  them  for  want  of  funds,  1 
had  constant  applications  from  all  parts,  but  I  only 
engaged  those  living  in  the  North  Ward.    I  don't  think 
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we  took  more  people  on  the  day  of  eleetion  than  w«  had 
previously.  We  had  some  personation  agents.  The  em- 
ployment of  persons  was  left  to  my  discretion.  The  mes- 
sengers expected  58.  each.  I  did  not  pay  the  men  myself. 
Voters  who  come  from  a  distance  had  lunch  at  my  house. 
There  were  14  of  them.  There  were  some  trumpery 
charges  made  against  me  in  the  petition.  I  know  John 
Cheasley,  in  the  Oaney  district.  I  don't  know  his  circum- 
stances at  the  time  of  the  May  election.  I  never  spoke  to 
him  about  that  time.  He  borrowed  a  sovereign  of  me 
three  weeks  after  the  election,  but  it  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  election.  He  has  borrowed  money 
of  me  before.  I  have  lent  money  to  people  round  about 
me.  Sometimes  they  bring  it  back ;  sometimes  not.  He 
told  me  he  had  lost  a  sovereign  in  Gloucester  Green,  and 
that  was  the  reason  I  lent  it  him.  I  know  Samuel  Tovey. 
I  have  never  employed  him  or  made  him  any  promise  or 
given  him  money,  Thomas  Beard  is  a  railway  driver.  I 
expect  his  railway  fare  was  paid  from  Swindon.  I  never 
paid  or  promised  him  money.  Edward  Collins  is  a  great 
scamp;  that's  all  I  know  of  him.  (A  laugh.)  He  may 
have  seen  me  at  the  door  of  my  house,  but  he  did 
not  come  in.  He  had  some  money  before  the  day 
of  the  election  to  get  the  cartoons  of  Mr.  Hall.  He 
was  to  get  them  at  any  cost.  He  is  not  a  voter.  He 
has  had  £3  or  £4  of  me  altogether.  After  the  election  he 
came  to  me  and  said  he  was  going  to  London  to  get  work, 
I  saw  him  the  next  day,  and  I  don't  believe  he  left  Oxford. 
When  we  were  canvassing  with  Mr.  Hall  in  Jericho  we 
were  followed  by  a  lot  of  roughs,  and  I  was  told  he  was 
likely  to  be  a  nuisance,  and  I  employed  him.  Thomas 
Chaundy  was  employed  as  a  messenger.  He  received  6s. 
a  day.  I  believe  he  is  a  voter.  Thomas  Styles,  I  think, 
assisted  to  raise  a  few  flags.  I  paid  some  of  the  mes- 
sengers myself,  and  some  were  paid  by  my  wife.  She 
kept  an  account.  Styles  was  never  actually  employed. 
He  was  considered  a  volunteer.  Charles  Hussel  is  a 
mason.  I  never  promised  or  gave  him  more  than  5b. 
a  day  as  a  messenger.  He  was  paid  by  my  wife.  I  gave 
my  wife  the  whole  of  the  £100,  and  I  never  saw  it  after- 
wards. I  used  to  give  the  men  a  paper  with  a  private 
mark  so  that  she  might  know  what  to  give  them. 
William  Curtis  was  employed  in  the  same  way. 
Simmonds  was  employed  as  a  volunteer,  and  he  was  not 
paid.  He  acted  as  a  fetcher  up  on  the  day  of  the  election. 
Charles  Hutt  is  a  college  servant.  He  did  volunteer  work. 
He  never  received  anything  from  me  or  my  wife.  James 
Wing  was  a  messenger  at  5s.  a-day.  He  did  not  have 
anything  more.  Samuel  Thomas  North  was  not  employed 
at  my  Committee  room.  He  has  not  had  money  off  me 
at  an  election  this  year.  I  believe  he  came  to  me  with  a 
tale  that  he  had  not  been  paid.  Charles  Turner  was  as 
messenger  on  the  day  of  the  election.    He  and  his  brother 
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baye  not  been  paid  at  all.  I  kept  an  aoconnt  of  the  money 
bat  it  has  been  destroyed.  I  had  no  idea  of  direct  .bribery. 
We  were  forced  to  the  employment  of  so  many  person 
by  the  action  of  the  other  side. 


SEVENTH  DAY.— FBIDAY,  Oct.  8. 

Mr.  Geo.  Nattall.  who  was  examined  by  Mr.  Caye, 
said  he  liyed  at  Villa  Boad,  Handswortb,  Birmingham, 
and  was  a  registration  and  electioneering  agent.  He  was 
asked  to  come  to  Oxford  about  a  fortnight  before  the  May 
election.  A  letter  or  telegram  came  from  London  to  the 
offices  of  the  Liberal  Association  from  Mr.  Joseph  Cham- 
berlain, M.P.,  saying  he  should  be  glad  if  any  assistance 
could  be  giyen.to  Sir  W.  Harcourt.  A  letter  of  introduction 
was  giyen  to  him  by  Mr.  Harris  to  Aid.  Carr.  The  letter 
from  London  he  thought  was  directed  to  Mr.  Schnadhorst. 
Witness  presented  the  letter  of  introduction  to  Aid.  Carr, 
andihe  asked  him  as  to  the  plan  they  adopted  in  Birming- 
ham with  regard  to  elections.  Aid.  Hughes,  Mr.  Bicker- 
ton,  aod  Mr.  Buckell  came  to  Aid.  Oarr's  house  in  the  eyen- 
inff.  It  was  arranged  that  he  should  remain  in  Oxford  to 
h  jpthem.  His  duties  were  to  attend  all  meetings  of  work- 
ers, and  he  explained  at  the  meetings  the  formation  of 
canyassing  committees,  and  the  use  of  canvassing  books, 
and  such  books  were  prepared  for  the  use  of  each  polling 
district  in  Oxford.  He  had  also  to  visit  each  committee 
room  in  the  polling  districts  to  see  how  they  were  going 
on,  and  to  offer  suggestions.  He  had  a  staff  of  detectives 
from  Birmingham^  and  he  had  to  attend  meetings  to  speak 
on  behalf  of  the  Liberal  candidate.  Mr.  Buckell  generally 
accompanied  him.  He  wlss  a  good  speaker,  and  so  was 
witness.  (Laughter.)  He  had  also  to  organise  a  staff  of 
workers  for  the  day  of  election.  On  the  day  of  election 
they  were  asked  to  meet  at  a  given  place,  and  tea  and 
coffee  was  provided  for  them.  They  were  also  looked  after 
by  ihe  ladies  and  their  sweethearts.  (Laughter.)  He  be- 
lieved the  breakfasts  was  his  suggestion.  They  always 
did  it  in  Birmingham.  The  men  they  got  to  help  them 
were  principally  volunteers,  and  they  had  to  come  at  6  ia 
the  morning,  there  being  a  great  deal  of  work  to  do. 
They  marked  in  the  book  those  who  were  dead  and  those 
who  were  "dead  against  them."  (Laughter.)  As  soon  as 
the  workers  had  their  refreshments  they  were  given  the 
cards  to  fetch  up  the  voters.  They  wanted  men  to  be 
in  the  street  by  half-past  7.  They  also  liked  to 
provide  the  breakfaets,  because  they  were  dead  set  against 
publichouses,  which  they  found  the  greatest  nuisance 
cm  the  day  oi  election.  He  had  had  a  long  experienee, 
and  he  did  not  know  an  election  carried  on  more  soberly 
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and  quietly.  He  was  astounded  at  the  result,  and  fad 
was  confident,  if  they  had  had  fair  play,  they  would  have 
won.  (Applause  in  court.)  They  took  care  none  but  bona 
•fide  workers  were  invited  to  the  breakfasts.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  election  many  people  promised  them  to  vote 
for  Sir  William  Harcourt,^  but  when  they  went  to  fetch 
them  on  the  day  of  election  they  had  gone  over  to  the 
other  side.  He  could  not  explain  the  reason  of  this. 
Perhaps  Mr.  Walsh  could.  (Laughter.)  He  was  afraid 
there  was  not  one  in  a  hundred  who  were  blue  at  first  and 
then  turned  red.  As  his  books  were  made  they  were 
substituted  for  those  that  had  been  used.  The  book 
produced  is  one  of  those  used  at  a  polling  district.  Pike 
assisted  to  make  out  the  books.  His  (Mr.  NuttalPs)  son 
was  employed  as  a  clerk.  Frank  Powell  took  charge  of 
St.  Alaate's.  The  detectives  had  to  go  round  to  the 
publichouses  where  they  thought  something  wrong  was 
going  on.  They  were  Boulter's  in  the  Iffley  Koad, 
the  Gate  House,  Botley-road,  the  Kite  at  Osney, 
the  George  Hotel,  Commarket,  the  Lamb  and  Flag, 
St.  Gilea^  Nat.  Payne's — (laughter)— the  Swan,  High 
Street,  St.  Thomas ;  tbe  Kising  Sun ;  Gape  of  Good 
Hope,  Gowley  Koad ;  the  Albion,  Littlegate  Street ; 
Marlborough  Arms,  St.  Thomas',  and  a  number  of  others 
whose  [names  he  had  not  got.  One  man  lodged  at  the 
George  Hotel,  and  they  spotted  him,  and  then  he  sent 
another  but  they  afterwards  spotted  the  second  one.  He 
was  there  to  try  and  find  out  if  their  suspicions  were 
correct.  It  was  reported  that  Mr.  Hall  owned  almost 
all  the  publichouses  in  Oxford,  and  that  each  one  of  these 
publichouses  was  an  agency  for  Hall's  election,  and  they 
were  instructed  to  find  out  what  was  going  on. 

Mr.  Cave— Did  you  make  any  discoveries  ? 

Mr.  Nuttall— Yes.  We  found  that  nearly  every  one  of 
the  houses  I  have  named  was  practically,  for  the  purposes 
of  the  election,  an  open  house.  If  you  like  to  have  the  men 
they  can  give  you  some  very  interesting  information.  (A 
laugh.)  The  men  made  reports  and  signed  them,  and 
they  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Mallam  for  the 
purposes  of  the  petition.  Their  names  are  Adams,  Bode, 
and  Bentley.  The  two  former  were  employed  by  the 
other  side.  They  were  strangers,  you  know — (a  laugh) — 
travellers ;  one  had  samples  of  hardware ;  one  was  can-' 
vassing  for  a  London  class  paper ;  they  were  both  strong 
Tories — (laughter) ;  they  ultimately  got  to  work  canvass- 
ing for  the  other  side,  and  going  on  the  spree.  You  under- 
stand bow  that  sort  of  thing  is  done ;  probably  Bentiey 
adopted  a  disguise  and  went  about  day  and  night. 

IAt,  Nuttall  handed  in  an  account  of  receipts  and  ez« 
penditure  amounting  to  £147,  which  was  all  he  had  re- 
ceived and  paid. 

In  reply  to  further  questions,  Mr.  Nuttall  said  he  had 
seen  Matthew  b*  name  in  the  paper.     He  did  not  know 
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anything  about  him.  He  did  not  know  that  he  had  seen 
him  in  Birroingham.  He  knew  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
treating  going  on  from  the  reports  that  were  made  to  him, 
and  from  the  boasting  of  indiscreet  persons,  such  as  young 
Cook.  He  had  no  knowledge  of  the  number  of  men  em- 
ployed on  the  Liberal  side  as  messengers,  or  the 
number  of  persons  which  they  employed  generally. 
He  knew  Geo.  Purser.  They  called  him  Geo.  Moore  in 
Birmingham.  Being  an  important  witness,  he  was  sent 
to  Birmingham  about  three  weeks  after  the  election  to  be 
"  preserved  "  from  the  Tories.  He  brought  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Mallam.  He  was  sent  to  him  to  be  taken  care  of, 
but  he  wa«  afraid  he  did  not  do  it  very  well.  (Laughter.) 
He  had  35s.  a  week,  and  something  more  in  the  way  of 
"subs.'*  (Laughter.)  He  paid  him  £18 10s.  altogether. 
He^  was  not  called  at  the  petition  after  all.  Purser 
assisted  them  a  little  in  their  work. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— He  did  not  find  the  detectives  when  he 
came  from  Birmingham.  It  ^as  thought  that  if  the  three 
detectives  he  had  named  got  work  in  the  enemy's  camp 
they  would  find  out  something.  They  had  other  men  from 
Birmingham,  and  the  men  in  the  town  knew  them,  and 
they  called  them  the  **  Birmingham  spies."  They  were 
glad  of  this,  because  it  threw  the  scent  off  the  '*  travel- 
lers "  and  the  men  in  disguise.  He  did  not  tell  the  Liberal 
Committee  what  he  was  doing.  The  employment  of  detec- 
tives was  no  part  of  the  Birmingham  system  ;  the  circum- 
stances at  Oxford  were  quite  exceptional.  There  was  no 
bribery^  at  Birmingham.  (Laughter.)  He  never  knew 
what  it  was  until  he  went  out  to  work  elections. 
Young  Cook  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Cook,  of  the  Gate  House. 
The| Liberals  would  have  won  the  election  with  the  greatest 
ease  if  they  had  had  fair  play.  There  is  no  bribery 
in  Birmingham,  and  they  did  not  have  messengers* 
This  public  statement  was  the  first  intimation  the  Oxford 
Committee  had  of  the  employment  of  these  detectives, who 
made  written  reportc,  which  were  given  to  Mr.  Msllam. 
Before  putting  them  on,  I  had  sent  out  my  son  and  ethers 
to  survey  the  land,  and  they  reported  that  curious  things 
were  going  on,  that  there  were  mysterious  whisperings, 
and  that  it  was  necessary  to  get  more  information.  I  have 
-no  personal  knowledge  of  any  cases  of  bribery.  Certain 
facts  were  put  into  the  written  reports  ;  there  were  other 
things  about  which  there  was  moral  certainty,  but  not 
sufficient  proof.  Apart  from  canvassers,  he  should  think 
three  clerks  and  four  messengers  necessary  for  each  dis- 
trict Committee  room,  and  double  the  number  on  polling 
day.  In  Birmingham  they  had  no  messengers,  only  can- 
vassers— all  volunteers. 

Are  messengers  necessary  ?'0n  the  Oxford  system, 
yes ;  on  the  Birmingham  system,  no.  We  have  no  "slip" 
derks  at  the  polling  booths  to  report  what  men  have 
voted ;  no  communication  with  a  central  office.    They 
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adopted  both  in  Oxford  ;  they  had  not  implicit  faith  in  our 
plans ;  they  had  plenty  of  hope,  but  no  faith.  If  they  had 
nad  faith  we  could  have  won  easily.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Kidley — Have  you  seen  the  Conservative  can- 
vassing books  ?  They  seem  exactly  like  yours,  except  in 
size.— They  copied  ours,  no  doubt.  (Laughter.)  I  am 
quite  sure  ours  are  original ;  I  prepared  them  myself. 
They  never  originate  anything  clever  in  London ;  it  all 
comes  from  the  country.  I  do  not  know  anjrthing 
about  conveyances ;  numbers  were  used.  In  Birmingham 
gentlemen  supply  carriages  largely. 

Then  the  only  effect  of  the  alteration  ef  the  law  is  that 
the  candidates  pay  now,  whereas  previously  their  friends 
paid  ?— We  used  them  before  equally  as  much  as  now ;  we 
could  always  get  as  much  as  we  wanted. 

Had  you  any  idea  that  the  employment  of  detectives 
might  have  an  adverse  influence? — No,  nobody  knew.  . 

They  knew  of  some  ? — Here  and  there  they  were  called 
after  in  the  street,  but  we  did  not  tell  anybody. 

I  thought  they  were  going  about  openly  f—Tes,  but 
they  did  not  shout  it  out,  and  the  others  kept  it  a  perfect 
secret. 

You  do  not  think  they  lost  you  any  votes  ?— Ob,  no ; 
not  at  all. 

This  is  a  new  thing  in  electioneering  ? — Well,  no,  it  is 
not.  It  is  not  quite  new  as  far  as  my  experience  is  con- 
cerned ;  but  it  was  carried  out  a  little  more  perfectly  than 
I  have  ever  seen  it  done  before.     It  is  not  at  all  new. 

Where  has  it  been  dene  before?— Never  in  Birmingham, 
because  there  is  no  necessity ;  there  is  no  treating,  no 
bribery,  no  corruption  there.    (Laughter.) 

Where  have  you  used  it  before  ? — The  witness  paused 
and  shook  his  head.  (Laughter.)  He  then  said— At 
Evesham,  and  we  tried  to  find  out  some  things  at  Salford. 
It  is  done  on  both  sides  ;  wherever  there  is  the  slightest 
idea  of  treating  or  bribery,  the  other  side  try  to  find  it  out 
if  they  can. 

I  dare  say  the  other  side  had  detectives  following  yours 
about? — Oh,  yes  ;  I  was  followed  about,  and  I  knew  it. 

Is  it  not  going  a  step  further  to  send  people  to  lodge  in 
hotels,  and  to  step  into  rooms  accidentally  ?— That  we  con- 
sidered smart.  But  we  knew  whom  we  had  to  deal  with. 
Mr.  Walsh  is  a  very  cleVer  fellow— or  he  was  until  a  few 
days  ago.  (Great  laughter.)  We  knew  it  would  be 
necessary  to  put  our  wits  to  work.  If  yon  are  doing 
amateur  detective  business  you  must  do  it  as  well  as  you 
can. 

You  thought  all  was  fair  in  the  election,  and  took  the 
best  steps  you  could  ? — We  believed  things  were  going  on 
which  it  was  our  duty  to  find  out  if  we  could. 

Was  one  of  your  men  ill-treated  ?— I  believe  one  got  a 
black  eye.  I  rather  think  he  was  fighting  the  Liberals ; 
bat,  on  the  whole,  it  was  one  of  the  most  peaceable  electtona 
I  ever  knew. 
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Can  you  account  for  the  arrival  of  the  100  men  from 
Abingdon  ?— Not  unless  it  were  to  asBist  in  keeping  the 
peace.  Onr  people  were  rather  frightened  it  would  be 
broken.  Oxford  has  been  rather  lively  sometimes.  I 
advised  they  should  have  some  police  sent  from  Bir- 
miogham.  (Great  laughter.)  I  believe  Major  Bond^ 
the  chief  constable,  did  come  over  with  30  officers.  As  to 
messengers  and  clerks,  I  did  not  know  ^ho  were  in  our 
employment.  I  took  them  all  for  volunteers ;  I  never 
asked  any  question. 

Do  you  approve  allowing  paid  messengers  to  vote? — 
We  always  advise  them  not  to  vote  ;  they  never  do  in  Bir- 
mingham ;  if  they  do  they  keep  it  to  themselves.  (Laughter.) 
But  we  have  nobody  paid  ;  there  is  no  necessity.  It  is 
no  particular  virtue  of  oars,  but  there  is  no  necessity  to 
pay  men  for  political  work.  We  can  get  any  number  of 
canvassers  who  will  come  for  the  love  of  the  work.  The 
people  never  charge  for  political  work  ;  they  all  work  for 
the  love  of  the  cause. 

But  they  charge  something  when  they  come  to  Oxford  it 
appears  ? — I  did  not  charge  anything. 

But  these  gentlemen,  the  agents  ?— Ob,  yes,  they  charged. 
I  am  only  speaking  personally.  I  received  the  present 
they  gave  me ;  it  was  50  guineas.  In  the  receipt  the 
amount  is  not  in  my  writing. 

But  "  fee  for  services"  is  yours  ? — Of  course,  that  was  » 
hint,  you  know. 

By  the  Chairman—  Mr.  Powell,  of  titoke-on-Trent,  took 
charge  of  St.  Ebbe's.  I  believe  he  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
Schnadhorst. 

Mr.  Wells  was  recalled,  and  said  that  the  following 
men  were  emdloyed,  and  were  only  paid  the  ordinary 
sum  :— Daniel  Fulbrook,  John  Turner,  William  Griffin, 
Edward  Boswell,  John  Dipple,  Charles  Ladsey^ 
Francis  Bidge,  George  Allen,  Charles  Bennett, 
Charles  Upstone,  Charles  Hughes,  Henry  Arnold, 
Arthur  Louch,  James  Simpkins,  and  Edward 
Humador.  There  were  amounts  due  to  £287.  He 
received  £100  from  Matthews  and  £150  recently.  He 
wanted  another  £50,  and  that  would  not  pay  all  he  was 
indebted.  He  gave  the  men  who  came  from  a  distance 
from  20s.  to  25s.  each.  He  did  not  enquire  the  amount  of 
the  railway  fare.  Some  of  them  had  lost  a  day's  work. 
The  highest  sum  given  was  30a.  He  was  not  surprised  at 
a  stranger  giving  him  money  when  he  mentioned  Mr. 
Walsh's  name.  Be  had  heard  someone  was  coming  with 
it  He  did  not  see  anything  very  unusual  in  it  He  could 
not  say  from  whom  he  heard  the  money  was  coming.  The 
first  person  who  told  him  Matthews  was  coming  was  Mr« 
Calcutt.  Nothing  of  this  kind  occurred  at  the  first  election. 
He  was  £30  or  £40  out  of  pocket  over  the  first  election. 
He  oould  not  say  when  he  heard  the  £3000 
was    coming.      Matthews     is     about     five    feet    nine 
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"with  a  grey  beard,  and  about  sixty  yean  of  ag«. 
It  waa  only  becatiBe  of  Mr.  Walsh's  recommendation  that 
he  trusted  himself  to  Matthews.  At  the  interview  with 
him  nn  the  Friday,  when  Mr.  Evetts,  Mr.  Galcntt,  and 
Mr.  Payne  were  present,  Matthews  f>aid  they  had  had  a 
large  sum  of  money  and  he  did  not  think  thev  would  be 
able  to  get  more.  They  all  left  to(?ether,  and  ne  believed 
a  cab  came  to  the  door  to  take  Mathews  to  the  station  as 
they  were  leaving. 

By  Mr.  Cave— There  were  about  900  voters  each  in  St. 
Thomas  and  Ot^ney  districts.  There  were  three  committee 
rooms  in  St.  Thomas,  and  a  separate  staff  at  each.  Mr. 
Hall  and  he  canvassed  the  Osney  district.  Be  paid 
Spokes  £27,  and  there  was  a  balance  of  £13  remaining. 
iEie  did  not  know  he  had  received  money  from  Mr.  Walsh. 
He  did  not  have  an  account  as  to  what  Turner  did  with 
bis  £40.  Thnt  was  sent  to  Mr.  Walsh.  The  £220  he  had 
spent  was  expended  in  Osney.  In  Osney  proper  he 
thought  they  had  3  to  4  to  1  majority.  There  were  a 
large  number  of  fetchers-up. 

The  Pref*ident  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Wolls  that  with 
respect  to  one  man,  named  George  Browning,  he  bad  given 
two  accounts— first,  that  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk  at 
the  elections  at  7s.  6d.,  a  di^,  and  afterwards  that  he  waa 
employed  at  SOs.  a  week  from  the  end  of  the  first  election 
to  the  end  of  the  second. 

Mr.  Wells  said  he  was  speaking  from  memory,  and  he 
had  given  the  truth  as  far  as  he  could. 

Mr.  Cave  said  it  was  extraordinary  that  in  the  short 
space  of  an  hour  his  memory  should  lead  him  to  make 
such  contradictory  statements,  and  he  reminced  him  that 
he  was  bound  to  tell  the  whole  truth,  and  if  they 
thought  it  was  not  the  whole  truth  they  would  refuse  his 
certificate  of  indemnity,  and  then  he  would  be  as  sure  to 
be  profsecuted  for  bribery.  I  understand  he  put  his  accounts 
behind  the  fire  ? 

Mr.  Wells— There  was  some  talk  about  a  petition. 

Mr,  Cave — Who  advised  you  to  do  it  ?^I  don't  know. 
I  should  not  like  to  say  Mr.  Walsh  advised  me. 

You  are  the  most  uncandid  witness  we  have  heard.-* 
My  intention  is  to  tell  the  truth.  I  believe  I  was  advised 
to  bum  the  papers,  but  I  can't  tell  you  by  whom. 

Surely  I  can't  I  found  I  did  wrong  in  writing  and 
asking  people  to  come  and  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  If  I  had 
not  mentioned  any  name  it  would  not  have  mattered.  I 
«m  sorry  to  hear  you  make  use  of  the  remarks  you  have. 
I  have  always  endeavoured  to  do  my  best  in  the  position 
in  which  I  am  placed,  and  I  feel  that  I  shall  never  be 
able  to  get  over  it.    I  am  a  branded  man. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — A  large  number  of  refreshments  were 
BuppUed  at  Spokes's  committee  room,  but  I  very  mnch 
objected  to  it.  I  employed  one  Ghatles  Upsall,  asadeteo- 
'  tive,  to  watch  the  Birmingham  men. 
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Can  you  explain  how  it  is  the  names  of  yonr  messengen 
do  not  appear  in  the  list?— I  nerer  made  any  return  to 
Mr.  Wajsh.  I  don*t  know  why.  I  destroyed  the  list 
with  my  other  papers. 

Mr.  Wells,  continningr.  said  he  knew  that  many  of  the 
messencrers  were  unnecessary  for  the  purpose  of  the  elec- 
tion. They  could  have  done  with  one-tenth  of  them.  The 
only  difficulty  they  bad  was  to  find  work  for  them.  The 
men  mi^ht  have  hteen  influenced  hy  the  employm^-nt,  but 
the  Conservatives  were  compelled  to  do  it  in  self-defence. 
At  the  fir^t  election  many  of  their  men  were  employed  by 
the  Liberals. 

Mr  Joseph  Henry  Gynes,  Thames  Street,  St.  Aldate's, 
■aid  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  laab  election.    He  was  in 
charsre  of  St.  Ebbe^s  district.     He  received  money  for  the 
pnrpose  of  the  election  from  Mr.  Walsh  and  Mr.  Evetts. 
He  had  a  cheque  for  £110  or  more,  which  he  cashed  at 
the  Old  Bank.     He  believed  there  were  three  cheques. 
There  might  be  £70  on  the  14th  of  May  and  £15  on  the 
6th  of  May.     He  thought  he  received  £110  altogether  for 
the  purpose  nf  the  second  election   from    Mr.    Walsh 
throagh  Mr.  Draper.  He  believed  he  had  abont£250  from 
Mr.  Evetts.    All  he  received  from  him  he  acconnted  for. 
All  the  papers  they  considered  of  no  use  they  destroyed, 
and  the  remainder  were  sent  to  Mr.  Russell  who  con- 
ducted the  petition.  They  commenced  to  eet  recepts  from 
the  messengers,  but  afterwards  found  it  impossible,  as 
they  discovered  it  was  illegal  to  get  a  receipt  from  a  voter 
or  the  son  of  a  voter,   and  they  could  not  always  get  a 
friend  to  come  up  and  sign  the  receipt  for  them.  The  clerks, 
with  one  exception,  had  10s.  a  day,  and  he  had  7s.  6d.  There 
were  five  clerks.    There  were  five  or  six  canvassers  in  the 
ward.    They  were  volunteers.    There  were  three  Com- 
mittee rooms    and    100  were  employed   as   clerks   and 
messengers.    Messengers  had  5s.  a  day  and  the  lads  4i. 
Some  of  their  messengers  acted  as  detectives.     There  were 
some  extra  men  engaged  on  the  polling  day — 30  or  40. 
About  twenty  of  these   were   paid.      It    was  all    pat 
down   in    his   account   to    Mr.    Evetts.      He   engaged 
nearly  all  the  men.    At  the  commencement  of  the  first 
election  Mr.  Walsh  said  he  would  see  witness  was  paid, 
and  he  believed  he  had  £10  for  that.    When  he  sent  in 
his  account  to  Mr.  Evetts  he  found  that  he  had  paid  £8 
more  than  he  had  actually  received.    He  did  not  get  any 
instructions    before     he    began   as    to    the    way    the 
election    was     to    be    conducted.      A    large     number 
of    persons   were    employed,    and    no    doubt    it   was 
for  the  pnrpose  of  securing  their  votes.    He  saw  Mr. 
Matthews  in  Littlegate  Street  he  believed  the  first  day  he 
came  to  Oxford.    He  saw  him  once  afterwards,   but  did 
not  have  any  conversation  with  htm.    To  his  knowledge 
none  of  the  money  supplied  by  Mr.  Mathews  was  ex- 
pended in  the  West  Ward.    A  large  number  of  colours 
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wer9  used  in  the  ward.  He  believed  there  were  some  oat« 
Btandinf?  bills— one  to  Mr.  G.  Talbot,  the  Albioo,  for  break- 
fast on  the  moming  of  the  election.  About  forty  attended 
the  breakfast — they  were  the  f  etchers -up.  Another  breakfast 
was  at  Mr.  Carr's.  The  account  had  not  been  paid.  There 
were  outstanding  accounts  to  Gape  and  to  Mr.  Hine.  He 
knew  Geo.  Purser.  He  believed  he  met  him  on  the  4th 
of  May.  They  went  into  Mr.  Kench's,  the  grocer.  They 
had  some  beer  together.  They  went  into  a  private 
room.  He  did  not  say  **I  suppose  you  are  not 
flush  George,  being  out  of  work."  He  gave  Purser 
half  a  sovereien  as  he  considered  he  was  at  work 
for  them.  Witness  might  have  said  "  Of  course 
you  are  going  with  us."  He  told  him  to  take  that  then 
and  come  again  if  he  wanted  more.  On  the  election  day 
he  gave  him  another  half-a-sovereign.  He  did  not  remem- 
ber asking  him  if  he  had  voted. 

The  President  advised  the  witness  to  make  a  clean 
breast  of  everything.  It  depended  upon  that  as  to 
whether  he  would  obtain  his  certificate. 

Mr.  Gynes— The  10s.  he  gave  to  Purser  on  the  4th  of  May 
was  not  to  induce  him  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  Purser  said  that 

he  would  not  vote  for  the  b Liberals  again.  Perhaps  he 

should  not  have  given  him  the  10s.  if  he  said  he  was  going 
to  vote  for  the  Liberals.     He  thought  he  saw  Daniel  Hig- 

fins  on  the  30th  of  April,  and  said  **How  about  a  fiver, 
)an."    He  gave  him  5s.     He  said  he  could  not  get  any- 
thing out  of  the  Liberals,  Mr.  b Webb  and  Co.  had 

it  all.  He  subsequently  gave  him  a  sovereign  to  go  on 
with,  and  promised  to  see  him  again.  No  doubt  he  gave 
him  those  two  sums  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  Arthur  Haines 
was  emploved  as  a  messenger.  He  did  not  know  what  he 
paid  him,  but  it  was  the  same  as  the  others.  He  did  not 
give  him  money  to  get  votes  for  Mr.  Hall  in  Summertown 
and  Jericho.  He  told  him  to  do  all  he  could  for  them. 
He  might  have  given  him  money  at  that  time,  but 
he  did  not  remember.  He  had  some  conversation 
with  Lawrence  Gilbert,  and  he  told  him  he  would  give 
him  £3  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall,  but  it  was  more  in  chaff  than 
anythinfs  else,  because  he  did  not  expect  him  to  vote 
for  Mr.  Hall  as  he  was  such  a  confirmed  Badical.  Gilbert 
said  "  All  right."  This  was  at  the  Albion.  It  was  a  day  or 
two  before  the  election.  There  was  no  one  else  to  whom 
he  gave  or  offered  mooey. 

Mr.  Cave — ^Your  certificate  depends  upon  making  a 
frank  confession. 

Mr.  Gyoes- 1  think  I  have  done  so. 

Mr.  Cave — I  warn  you  to  take  the  opportunity  now. 

Mr.  Gynes — I  might  have  given  a  few  shillings  on  the 
polling  day.  I  dnu't  know  of  any  open  house  in  the  St. 
,£bbe'8  distiict.  There  was  no  treating  at  the  Albion  and 
the  accusation  of  Mr.  Nuttall  is  false.  I  nad  no  notion 
"Mx,  Walsh  was  going  to  destroy  the  accounts  or  I  should 
have  kept  a  copy. 
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EIGHTH  DAY.— MONDAY,  Oct.  11. 

Mr.  Wells  was  re-called  and  was  infonned  by  Mr. 
Cave  that  although  the  Commissioners  considered  that 
his  answers  on  the  former  examination  were  some- 
what contradictory,  they  thought  he  did  not  intend 
to  deceive  them,  but  that  the  extraordinary  mode 
in  which  he  gave  his  evidence  was  due  to  nervouB- 
nesB,  and  he  did  not  intend  to  tell  them  anything  but 
what  was  true.  The  character  they  had  heard  of  Mr.  Wells 
on  all  sides  was  extremely  high,  and  they  regretted  lie 
had  been  mixed  up  in  transactions  that  were  so  ques- 
tionable. 

Mr.  Wells  said— I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you.  When 
I  gave  my  evidence  I  was  in  a  very  nervous  state,  and  the 
brain  was  overwrought,  and  when  you  questioned  me  I 
wished  to  answer  in  a  straightforward  manner.  It  was 
my  fullest  intention  to  state  the  whole  truth,  and 
nothing  but  the  truth.  Goddard,  my  clerk,  was 
unfortunately  not  here  on  Friday ;  he  could  have 
answered  some  of  the  questions  much  better  than 
myself,  and  on  account  of  my  suffering  from  a  high  state  of 
nervous  excitement,  I  could  not  give  you  a  straightfor- 
ward answer.  As  regards  Browning,  it  was  perfectly  true 
what  I  told  you,  but  my  mistake  arose  by  mixing  two 
statements  together.  That  showed  the  state  of  mind  I 
must  have  been  in.  I  am  truly  sorry  that  I  should  have 
given  you  the  impression  that  it  was  not  my  fullest  inten- 
tion to  state  the  truth  before  you. 

Mr.  Wells,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  President,  went  into 
an  adjoining  room  with  the  Secretary  to  prepare  ip, 
private  the  further  information  required. 

John  Brooks,  the  process  server  of  the  City  MagistrafeSy 
was  the  next  witness  called.  In  answer  to  Mr.  Cave, 
he  said:  On  Tuesday  morning,  as  soon  as  Mr.  Walsh 
had  given  the  name  and  address  of  Charles  Pegler, 
or  Matthews,  I  went  to  London  for  the  purpose  of  serving 
him  with  a  summons,  I  went  to  Hill  Street,  Kutland 
€rate,  the  address  given  by  Mr.  Walsh.  Upon  asking 
whether  Mr.  Matthews  had  been  there,  I  was  told  he 
had  been  there  within  ten  days,  and  had  lodged  there 
under  the  name  of  Charles  regler.  He  had  gone 
away,  and  upon  enquiring  where,  they  said  they 
could  give  me  no  f urtner  Information,  only  that  he  had 
gone  on  the  continent,  and  that  letters  were  waiting  there 
for  him  when  be  bad  sent  the  address  where  he  was.  At 
Ihat  time  they  did  not  know  his  address.  Witness  also  went 
to  the  Junior  Carlton  Club,  which  was  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Walsh.  He  there  enquired  for  Charles  Pegler,  but  there 
was  no  such  name  on  the  book.    The  name  on  the  book 
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WM  Peedar.  H«  alio  enqoired  for  Charles  Matthews,  and 
there  were  only  two  Matthews's  on  the  book,  but  neither 
of  them  were  in  any  way  conneoted  with  electioneeriiiff 
matters.  Mm.  Dawson  the  woman  with  whom  he  stayed, 
said  she  would  forward  any  letters  she  might  get  to  him. 
He  afterwards  went  to  a  place  called  Attington,  about 
fliz  miles  from  Stratford-on-Avon,  and  ascertained  that 
Charles  Pegler  had  been  down  there  during  the  last  fortnight 
or  three  weeks,  staying  with  his  brother.  He  had  picked 
out  a  dog,  and  that  was  sent  to  Paddington  Station  to 
a  Mr.  Johnstone,  to  be  left  till  called  for. 

Mr.  G^es  was  then  further  examined  by  Mr.  Cave. 
He  said :  I  think  there  is  a  slight  attempt  at  intimidation. 
I  have  received  this  morning  (handing  the  Commissioner  a 
tract,  entitled  "  balvation  in  Jesus.") 

Mr.  Cave—It  appears  to  have  been  a  tract  that  has  been 
flent  to  you.  (Laughter.)  I  hope  that  won*t  intimidate  you, 
or  prevent  you  giving  your  evidence  to  ua. 

Mr.  Gynes — ^No.  He  then  produced  the  letter  which 
Mr.  Draper  sent,  calling  upon  him  to  give  in  an  account. 
He  attended  the  next  day  and  gave  in  a  list,  but  he  did  not 
keep  any  copy.  The  personation  agents,  clerks,  and 
messengers  were  paid  on  the  day  of  the  election.  Some  o£ 
Ihe  working  Committee  were  volunteers  and  presents  were 
made  to  some  of  them  afterwards.  They  had  a  system 
aimilar  to  that  stated  by  Mr.  Nuttall.  There  were  fetcheifh 
np,  and  they  were  accompanied  by  two  or  three  messengers 
in  each  street.  I  made  most  of  the  payments  Sn  St.  Ebbe's^ 
•nd  some  Mr.  Evetts  paid.  I  was  supposed  to  pay 
•tiiem  all.  In  the  list  produced  Mr.  Evetts  paid,  I  think 
most  of  the  accounts.  There  was  a  bill  of  £3  15^.  6d. 
to  Mr.  Talbot  for  refreshments.  That,  I  think; 
includes  the  £3  Mr.  Talbot  lent  me  and  refreshmenta 
to  the  Committee.  West's  account  was  for  beer  aent 
to  the  Committee  room,  £1  158.  We  had  also  bees 
from  Talbot.  Willooghby,  Ss.  ijd.,  for  supplying  the 
messengers  on  the  morning  of  the  election ;  there  is  a  bill 
of  £13  from  Simmoods  for  services  during  both  electiona, 
and  £1  ISn.  for  refreshments.  I  don't  believe  he  gave  a 
•fflass  of  beer  away  in  his  house.  I  don't  know  whether  he 
aid  out.  Clarke's  bill  (£2)  was  also  for  refreshments,  but 
I  don't  know  anything  about  it.  Carr's  is  a  private  house. 
Collings,  father  and  son,  came  from  Wellingborough,  and 
their  accoimts  have  not  yet  been  paid.  Greenwood  was 
.promised  £3;  he  was  a  messenger,  and  grumbled  at  the 
amount  he  received,  and  I  told  him  he  should  have  some 
more.  The  account  of  W.  Powell,  Bell  Inn,  was  for  r«- 
Ireshments  at  both  elections.  The  smaUer  item  was  for 
the  second  election.  Howkiss'  bill  was  for  oab  hire.  That 
Is  not  in  my  list.  I  searched  my  house  yesterday  to  see 
if  I  could  find  any  more  document^  and  the 
only    thing    was    a    part    of    the    canvassing    sheet. 
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Daring  the  election  I  did  not  see  any  treatinsr  goings 
on.  When  I  went  out  I  might  haye  spent  a  shilling  or 
two  and  stood  a  glass  of  beer  if  I  was  asked  for  it,  to 
Liberals  or  Conservatives.  I  should  think  the  George 
Hotel  or  the  Lamb  and  Flag  were  tbe  last  houses  in 
Oxford  where  treating  would  be  going  on.  There  was  no 
toeating  at  the  Albion.  George  Mills  was  one  of  onv 
messengers.  I  think  I  was  in  Brewer  Street  on  the  10th 
of  May.  Mr.  Hall  was  not  there.  Garr  aod  Woodward 
were  present.  Mills  was  paid  for  his  services.  I  have  no 
recollection  of  the  actual  amount.  His  name  was  in  the 
pay  sheet,  and  he  received  his  money  in  the  ordinary  way. 
I  saw  Linnell  some  time  during  the  electioo,  and  he  said 
he  thought  he  could  get  Dunsby's  vote  for  £2,  and  I  told 
him  if  he  could  get  it  for  that  sum  to  do  so.  After  the 
election  Donsby  met  me  in  the  street,  and  said,  **  How 
about  that  £2  ?'*  I  said,  *'  I  don't  know  anything  about 
i^  but  I  will  see  Linnell."  I  heard  afterwards  he  had 
given  information  to  Mr  Bickerton.  I  took  a  bet  of  £4  to 
i»2  that  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  did  not  head  the  poll.  I  think 
Linnell  ought  to  have  paid  Dunsby.  He  promised  hiiai 
the  amount.     I  believe  Bunsby  was  pat  on  21,  to  nothing. 

Mr.  Oowie — Were  you  in  the  habit  of  offering  bets  21,^ 
U,f  or  5^.  to  nothing  on  Mr.  Hall? 

Mr.  Gynes — No,  certainly  not. 

By  Mr.  Bidley — I  never  spoke  to  Dnnsby  in  my  life 
before  the  election.  I  received  £250  from  Mr.  Evetts  or 
thereabouts.  I  was  paid  in  ready  money.  While  the 
Badical  party  were  getting  up  evidence  we  had  detectives 
at  work,  and  £27  went  for  that. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — We  employed  a  number  of  lads,  sons  o£ 
voters.  No  doubt  some  of  them  were  engaged  with  the 
view  of  influencing  the  vote  of  the  parent.  I  can't  say  the 
exact  number ;  there  might  have  been  8  or  10,  perhaps 
more.  Talbot  lent  me  £3  for  the  purposes  of  the  election  ; 
a  lot  of  men  were  poor  men  and  they  wanted  '*  suba*'  each 
night.  I  spent  the  whole  of  the  money  iu  this  way,  but  I 
did  not  keep  an  account. 

Mr.  Cave  said  they  wished  him  to  go  before  the  Secre- 
tary with  the  papers  they  had,  and  make  out  the  best 
balance  sheet  he  could. 

Mr.  Gynes—I  will.  During  the  election  I  saw  some 
bad  money  about.  It  was  a  bad  sovereign  and  a  bad  half 
sovereign,  and  was  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Emmanuel. 
He  oould  not  give  an  account  as  to  how  it  came  in  his 
possession.  We  had  his  house  watched  day  and  night,  to 
see  if  the  Birmingham  men  went  there.  I  don't  know 
whether  it  came  from  our  side  or  theirs,  but  I  think  we 
had  plenty  of  good  money.  (Laughter.)  I  bought  a  red 
tie  for  a  man  named  Webb,  and  he  watched  the  bouse,  and 
went  into  the  Liberal  camp  when  they  were  gettingnp  the 
petition. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Payne,  28  and  29,  Little  Clarendon 
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Street,  pnblitan  and  greeDgrooer,  said  :  I  keep  the  Royal 
Blenheim.  I  have  taken  an  interest  in  Oxford  elections 
since  1871,  on  the  Coniervativ'e  aide.  I  veted  for  Sir  Wm. 
Harcoart  once.  I  have  interested  myself  in  all  elections 
since  then.  On  the  Wednesday  week  prior  to  the  election 
I  commenced  to  work  in  the  May  election.  I  attended  a 
tneeting  the  previous  day  at  Mr.  Walsh's  office.  Mr.  Hall, 
Mr.  Herbert  Morrell,  Mr.  Parsons,  Mr.  Evetts,  and 
Messrs.  Dayman  and  Walsh  were  present.  From  what  I 
heard  I  concluded  we  were  going  to  have  a  contest,  and 
on  my  return  home  I  sent  my  men  over  St.  Thomases 
and  Jericho  to  get  all  the  men  they  could  who  were 
out  of  work,  being  determined  that  Mr.  Cooper  should 
not  have  them  all.  Edward,  Thomas,  and  Charles  Jack- 
SOD,  Henry  Long,  and  Abel  rreedy  were  some  of  the  men 
I  employed.  I  told  them  to  find  men  who  were  loitering 
about  and  wanted  employment.  I  told  them  to  go  round 
St.  Thomas'  and  see  what  men  wanted  a  job,  as  I  kneur 
there  was  a  feeling  about  that  we  lost  the  April  election  by 
not  employing  more  men,  and  we  determined  to  employ  them 
to  secure  their  votes.  I  had  not  then  been  supplied  with 
any  money.  Mr.  Calcutt  gave  me  £5  on  the  Saturday.  I 
wanted  more  but  he  did  not  feel  disposed.  (Laughter.) 
I  believe  it  was  bis  own  money  at  that  time.  When  he 
gave  me  that  I  had  not  expended  any  of  my  own  money. 
I  paid  £37  13s.  for  labour  on  the  Saturday.  There 
may  have  been  50  or  60  men  employed. 

Didn't  you  keep  a  list? — Oh,nOj  sir.  I  paid  them  according 
to  the  number  of  days  they  had  been  engaged.  Some  I 
sent  to  work  on  my  land,  some  to  watch  the  Birmingham 
people,  some  I  set  to  do  nothing.  (Laughter.)  What  I 
wanted  was  to  keep  them  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
Liberals  and  get  them  to  vote  for  ns.  Some 
of  those  I  employed  were  not  voters  but  their  re- 
lations were  voters.  I  employed  them  for  the  purpose 
of  influencing  their  votes,  and  with  this  object  in  view 
I  engaged  as  many  as  I  could  get.  I  went  on  increasing 
the  number  every  day,— all  I  could  get.  They  had  a  drop 
of  beer  when  they  wanted  it  without  payment  to  keep  them 
merry.  Some  they  paid  for,  or  I  should  have  been  done 
np.  (Laughter.)  I  was  not  particular  about  giving  a  man 
a  glass  of  beer.  I  was  determined  to  win  the  election  i£ 
possible.  On  the  Monday  following  I  received  £40  from 
a  man  who  was  a  stranger  to  me.  I  believe  his  name  is 
Matthews.  He  came  to  my  house  on  Friday.  I  think  he 
was  perfectly  alone  when  he  came.  There  might  have  been 
40  or  50  persons  in  my  house  at  the  time,  and  he  intro- 
duced himself  to  me.  He  asked  me  what  I  was  goinv  te 
do  with  all  those  men.  I  thought  he  was  the  "  Man 
in  the  Moon"  who  was  said  to  have  won  the  eleotioB 
for  the  Liberals  on  the  last  occasion,  and  I  was  very 
suspicious  in  answering  him.  (Laughter.)  He  gave 
me  reason  to  believe  that  he  was  a  frieno.    He  men* 
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tioned  several  names,  among  others  Mr.  Ghurms,  and  I 
was  satisfied.  He  said  he  had  come  from  London,  and 
had  something  to  do  with  the  Junior  Carlton  Clnb. 
Mr.  Ghurms  is  a  very  honourable  man  who  would 
sot  deceive  me,  I  am  sure.  He  had  seen  Mr.  Walsh. 
He  may  have  mentioned  Mr.  Dayman,  but  that  I  would 
not  be  sure  of.  He  seemed  to  place  great  confidence  in 
what  I  said.  He  told  me  I  was  to  settle  liberally  with  the 
men,  and  I  told  him  there  was  some  misunderstanding 
between  myself  and  the  men,  as  they  thought  I  did  not 
pay  them  in  the  last  election  liberally  enough.  He  told 
me  be  would  see  me  on  the  Monday,  and  gave  me  to  under- 
stand  that  he  would  then  satisfy  me  with  money.  I  sug^ 
gested  it  would  take  £40  to  pay  them.  I  expected  to 
receive  money  from  him  on  the  Monday.  We  had  a 
general  conversation  on  the  Friday,  and  he  asked  me  about 
the  election,  whether  there  was  any  chance  of  winning,  and 
he  stayed  with  me  about  an  hour. 

Mr.  Cowie — Who  is  the  Man  in  the  Moon? — That  was 
the  introduction  I  had. 

Have  you  heard  of  a  man  in  the  moon  at  other  elec- 
tions?—Yes  ;  in  connection  with  the  Liberals.  I  thought 
he  had  changed  his  colour.  (Laughter.)  He  told  me 
he  "  took  round  his  hat"  and  made  a  collection  among 
the  members  of  the  Junior  Carlton  Club. 

Mr.  Cowie — Did  he  tell  you  how  much  money  he  had 
got? — Oh,  no  ;  I  did  not  ask  him.  I  do  not  remember  any- 
thing else  with  regard  to  my  first  ihterview  on  the  Friday. 

Mr  .Cowie— Did  you  pay  the  men  according  to  the  number 
of  days  they  had  been  employed  ? — I  did  not  pay  them  all 
the  same,  but  according  to  what  they  were  worth.  Some 
of  them  had  Ss.6d. ,  some  58. ,  some  6s. ,  and  some  7s. fid.  a  day, 
and  if  he  was  an  energetic  pushing  man  he  would  be 
paid  a  little  more.  I  gave  them  to  understand  that  if  we 
won  the  election  there  would  be  a  **  tip  "  at  the  finish.  I 
did  not  keep  any  account,  it  was  my  instruction  that  I 
should  not  do  so.  I  trusted  to  my  own  memory.  I  kept 
two  or  three  little  payments,  but  when  the  petition 
cropped  up  I  took  care  to  destroy  them  on  the  advice  of 
Mr.  Walsh. 

Mr.  Cowie— Now  with  regard  to  the  Monday?— Mat- 
thews came  quite  alone  that  day. 

_  What  did  he  say  ? — We  simply  entered  into  conversa- 
tion about  settling  with  the  men  on  the  day.  He  suggested 
that  I  should  pay  the  men  from  day  to  day.  I  kept  send- 
ing them  about,  and  did  all  I  possibly  could  to  induce  them 
to  come  on  our  side.  Those  who  were  not  Conservative 
voters  I  did  all  I  could  to  get. 

Mr.  Cowie — ^Did  you  receive  any  money  at  the  pre- 
vious election? — No,  not  one  penny.  Mr.  Matthews 
was  a  perfect  stranger  to  me.  I  never  had  anything  to  do 
with  him  at  any  other  election.  There  were  various  kinds 
of  employment  for  the  men.    Some  of  them  I  set  to  watch 
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my  house,  some  to  tear  down  bills  and  put  oar  own  over 
them,  and  some  to  watch  Kichards,  Sheldon,  and  Nutbidl. 
Some  I  set  to  watch  Jericho  House,  and  gave  them  a  bit 
of  money  to  spend. 

Why  did  yon  set  them  to  watch  your  own  house  ?— Be- 
cause I  had  my  house  pasted  with  white  and  blue  bills,  and 
thought  they  would  be  tampered  with.  I  also  set  them  to 
watch  each  end  of  the  street  to  see  the  Birmingham  people 
did  not  come  into  it.  We  did  not  intend  them  to  come  to 
any  house,  and  I  think  Nuttall  made  a  great  mistake 
when  be  said  my  house  was  watched.  One  man,  a 
stranger,  came  to  my  house  on  the  Sunday  and  asked  for 
a  "  mtig"  of  beer.  All  at  once  it  was  "  mum."  The 
**  mug"  did  it,  sir,  and  he  did  not  stop  above  two  minutes. 
It  would  not  have  been  healthy  for  him  to  have  done  so. 
(A  laugh.)  On  the  Wednesday  I  had  money  from  Oalcutt. 
jELe  gave  it  me  in  a  bag,  but  I  don't  know  how  much 
it  contained.  I  think  he  said  there  was  £40,  but  I 
did  n3t  look.  You  see,  sir,  we  have  confidence  in  each 
other  at  election  times.  On  the  Monday  Matthews  sent 
for  a  cab,  and  we  went  to  Mr.  Calcutt.  I  introduced 
Matthews  to  Calcutt,  and  told  him  he  was  likely  to  help 
US  at  the  election.  I  had  a  glass  of  beer  and  then  left.  I 
was  with  them  for  about  five  minutes,  and  businesct  had 
not  then  commenced  well.  I  heard  some  conversation 
about  the  election.  I  heard  the  same  evening  Matthews 
had  asked  Oalcutt  whether  I  was  a  man  that  could  be 
trusted  with  £40.  On  .Thursday  I  went  to  see  Mr.  Mat- 
thews in  St.  John's  Street  with  Mr.  Calcutt,  and  I  think 
Mr.  Evetts.  Mr.  Wells  was  there  when  we  arrived,  but 
I  am  not  certain  about  it.  I  believe  I  took  no  part  in  the 
conversation.  A  Ittter  or  telegram  came,  and  Mr.  Mat- 
thews aoked  me  to  go  to  the  Post  Office.  Mr.  Wells  and 
Mr.  Matthews  were  tiJking  of  how  the  election  was  to  be 
won,  and  suggestions  were  being  made.  He  asked  me  how 
I  was  going  on,  and  I  told  him,  and  he  said  that  was  right. 
I  was  only  in  the  room  a  few  minutes,  and  when 
I  came  back  from  the  Post  the  meeting  had  broken 
up.  I  think  I  am  confusing  the  days.  I  think  it  was 
on  the  Thursday  following  I  saw  Mr.  Evetts  and  Mr. 
Wells.  No  one  was  present  on  the  Tuesday  except  Mr. 
Calcutt  and  myself.  No  money  passed  on  the  Tuesday 
in  my  presence.  I  did  not  see  any  bags  on  the  table.  Mr. 
Calcutt  did  not  hand  me  anything  there.  We  had  a 
general  conversation  and  then  I  left  to  go  to  the  Post.  I 
did  not  get  back  so  soon  as  I  ought,  and  when  I  returned 
both  /ere  gone.  I  then  went  to  Mr.  Calcutt's  house.  I 
understood  that  he  had  received  something  from  Mr. 
Matthews.  I  believe  Mr.  Calcutt  knew  I  had  received 
£40  on  the  Monday.  Mr.  Calcutt  came  to  my  house  on 
the  Wednesday,  and  I  told  him  I  should  require  something 
more  to  carry  on  with  before  the  night  was  over,  and  he  then 
handed  me  a  bag.    He  has  since  told  me  it  contained  £40. 


I  paid  it  away  as  far  as  it  went.  I  had  not  time  to  oonnt  it, 
as  I  was  being  worried  about  a  meeting.  The  money  was  paid 
away  as  the  men  came  for  it.   I  did  not  let  them  stand  still 
for  money.  I  had  paid  away  all  Mr.  Matthews's  £40  when 
I  received  the  £40  from  Mr.  Calcntt.    I  saw  Matthews 
in  St.  John   Street  on  the  Thursday,  when  Mr.  Evetts, 
Mr.    Calcntt,     and    Mr.    Wells   were    present.    I  saw 
Matthews  every  day.     I  told  him  on  the  Wednesday  I 
thought  I  had  200  people  in  my  employment.  He  thought 
atnr  arrangements  were  very  good.    The  interview  witii 
Matthews  on  the  Thursday  was  in  the  evening.     M^. 
Matthews    told  us  what  the  organization    of   Birming- 
ham was  on  the  day  of  the  election.    I  understood  they 
generally  had  a  breakfast,  and  that  each  one  nresent  fetched 
up  5  or  &  voters.    He  thought  it  was  a  ^oa  thing,  but  he 
did  not  suggest  we  should  do  it.    He  praised  it  to  a  certain 
extent.     I  did  not   organise  any  scheme  for  the  fetch- 
ing  up  of  voters ;   I  attended  to  the   employment.    I 
think    Mr.    Wells    and    Mr.    Calcutt     said   something 
about     money,   and     I    understood   Matthews   to   say 
there    would    be    no    more    unless   we   won,  but   he 
led   us   to   hope   there  would   be  some.    I  think  £500 
was  mentioned.    Mr.  Wells  intimated  that  he  was  out  of 
pocket.    Before  this  meeting  Matthews  had  been  to  my 
house.    He  knew  I  should  require  more  money,  and  he 
asked  how  much  more  I  should  want  before  Saturday.    I 
replied  £60.    He  brought  that  to  me  on  the  Friday.    Z 
left  the  house  before  the  others  on  the  Thursday.    On  the 
I*riday  when  Matthewp  brought  the  £60 1  did  not  give  him 
a  receipt  for  it.  He  said  we  were  to  push  on  and  persevere. 
I  paid  the  money  as  previously.    The  day  before  the  elec- 
tion my  men  numbered  100.   My  instructions  were  to  keep 
the  men  in  a  good  humour  and  jolly.    I  paid  the  men  up 
on  the  Friday,  and  I  told  them  if  they  came  the  next 
morning  they  should  have  a  good  breakfast.   I  am  not  out 
of  pocket,  but  if  I  had  not  bad  the  £60 1  should  have  been. 
I  saw  Matthews  again  in  July  or  August  at  Mr.  Wells' 
house.    I  understood  him  to  be  living  near  Chipping  Nor- 
ton or    in   Gloucestershire.    I  don't   exactly  know  hia 
whereabouts.      I  have  not    heard  anything  about  him 
except  from  what  we  have  heard  from  Mr.  Wells.    I  have 
no  letter  of  his.     On  the  day  of  the  election  there  was  a 
brei^ast  at  whidi  about  100  attended  of  the  supporters  o£ 
Mr.  Hall.  I  put  it  in  my  losses  account  to  Mr.  Walsh.  The 
nen  intimated  that  there  was  a  breakfast  at  Jericho  house, 
md  I  said  I  would  have  an  opposition  one.    I  fetched 
np  some  of  the  voters  on  the  day  of  the  election.   I  visited 
tfrery  polling  place,!  think, except  Hioksey  and  St.Aldate'8. 
There  was  a  distuct  understanding  that  my  men  should 
net   have  a  drop  of  beer  until   the  poll  was  declared. 
They   had  as    much    tea    and   coffee   as    they   liked. 
%at  was  how  we  won  ;  they  worked  like  niggers.    (A 
augh.)    Lass  beer  was  drunk  in  my  house  up  to  four 
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t>'clock  than  for  ten  yean.  After  the  poll  was  declared  we 
put  two  barrels  at  the  back  and  let  them  ran.  (Laughter.) 
'The  amount  owing  to  me  is  £67  for  bills  I  have 
made  myself  liable  for.  I  think  aff-er  the  result  of  the  poll 
was  known  I  had  another  £5  of  Mr.  Calcutt ;  altogether  I 
think  I  had  £10  or  £15  from  him  on  the  day  of  the  election. 
That  makes  £160  or  about  that,  which  I  received  before 
the  election.  On  the  Tuesday  after  the  election  I  received 
£50  from  Mr.  Dayman.  That  is  all  I  have  received.  I 
have  not  had  a  penny  from  Mr,  Walsh.  During  the  ten 
days  I  was  actually  engaged,  I  visited  some  of  the  other 
publichouses  in  the  town.  I  think  I  went  to  the  Gate 
House ;  the  conversation  was  about  the  election.  The 
Gate  House  was  quite  the  reverse  of  an  open  house.  I  stood 
a  glass  of  beer  to  some  men  there;  that  is  my 
visual  practice  when  I  got  up  town.  I  did  not  trouble 
whether  they  were  voters  or  not.  (Laughter.)  I  went 
to  the  Kite,  but  it  was  very  quiet  there.  I  always 
go  to  the  G«orge  Hotel  when  I  go  up  town.  I  may  have 
treated  a  man  to  a  glass  of  betr.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Barratt 
irive  any  beer  to  anyone.  I  went  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Liberals  and  Conservatives  were  chaffing  each  other  and 
having  a  glass  together.  I  don't  think  there  was  more 
drinkiog  on  one  side  than  on  the  other.  I  was  charged 
with  bribery  in  the  particulars  on  the  petition.  I  know 
■James  Deacon,  of  Friars  Street,  but  very  little.  I  doubt 
if  he  was  in  my  back  room.  He  might  have  been  in  the 
taproom.  I  saw  Deacon  and  Fathers  together.  I  lent 
Somerville  lOs.  to  help  Deac«>n.  I  comd  not  talk  to 
Deacon  he  was  so  deaf.  I  lent  the  10s.  to  induce  Deacon 
to  vote  for  us.  I  kno«7  George  Smith  very  welL  He  was 
ill  at  the  time  of  the  election.  He  had  been  in  the 
Infirmary,  and  we  got  up  a  subscription  for  him.  When 
I  found  he  was  a  voter  1  took  more  interest  in  it.  I  sent 
the  lOs.  by  a  man  named  Weller.  He  came  to 
my  house,  and  I  asked  him  how  he  was  going 
to  vote.  About  a  fortnight  before  the  election  I  lent 
Fathers  10s.  I  expect  he  will  pay  me  back.  I  have  always 
considered  he  was  against  me,  and  I  did  not  ask  him  how 
he  was  going  to  vote.  I  may  have  desired  him  not  to  vote 
against  us.  If  the  election  had  not  been  on  I  should  have 
lent  him  the  money.  I  don't  know  James  Allen,  but  I  know 
a  man  called  *'  Darkie"  Allen.  He  came  to  my  house  with 
the  idea  of  getting  some  money.  I  may  have  given  James 
Allen  lOs.  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall  to  keep  his  brother'in-law 
■on  our  side.  Samuel  Johnson,  St.  John's  Boad,  is  a  man 
who  was  introduced  to  me  by  Green  as  being  a  good  blu& 
but  at  the  first  election  I  saw  him  wearing  the  Liberal 
ealours,  and  I  would  not  give  him  any  money.  I  lent 
Green  5s.  for  Johnson.  I  would  not  have  trusted  John* 
son  out  of  my  sight.  I  lent  the  5s.  to  oblige  Green. 
Gillman  was  employed  by  me  at  the  election.  He  had  to 
look  round  Snmmertown,  as  there  were  some  dangerous 
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persons  abon^  there.    I  gave  him  5s.  a  day  and  a  little  at 
uie  finish.  He  has  always  been  on  our  side,  and  I  believe  he 
was  one  of  those  wno  was  sent  out  first  He  was  a  man  I  felt 
sure  of.     I  gave  Henry  Kawlins  lOd.  on  the  day  of  the  elec- 
tion for   "pottering"    about    my    house.      His    father 
is  a  voter,   and  he  epoke  of  putting  on  the    brothers, 
which  I  did.    The  eldest  was  at  work  ten  or  twelve  days 
and  the  younger  three  or  four.    I  paid  them  the  same  aa 
the  others.     We  had  had  one  or  two  specimens  of  what 
the  Liberals  would  do  on  the  day  of  election,  and  we  got 
the  men  ready;     Two  constables  were  put  near  my  house 
on  the  day  of  the  election.  I  put  on  Higgs  and  asked  him 
to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall,  and  be  said  he  would.    I  sent  him 
to  Jericho  House.  He  **  pottered  "  in  and  out  to  see  what 
they  were  doing.    I  may  have  given  him  a  few  shillings. 
I  question  whether  he  is  a  voter.  I  did  not  employ  James 
Bowles  at  the  last  election.     He  was  engaged  at  the  first. 
He  was  put  on  at  the  central  room,  where  I  thought  he 
would  be  paid  b^itter  and  not  have  such  rough  usage 
as  at  my  place.    I  gave  him  a  few  shillings  to   assist 
in  keeping   the    crowd    back   from   the  platform  at  a 
meeting.     He  is  a  voter.    There  was    no  necessity  to 
ask  how  he  was   going.       I  employed  Henry  Harris. 
He   watched^   several    nights.     I  canvassed  with    him. 
I   did  not  give  or   promise  Fitzgerald   any    money   at 
the  second  election,  and  had  notning  to  do  with  David 
Fathers,  of  4,  Union  Street.    The  Jacksons  were  amongst 
the  men  I  employed.    I  gave  them  a  bit  extra  when  we 
settled.    They  were  Mr.  Hall's  supporters.    They  were 
employed  the  whole  time  at  5s.  a  day.    A.  H.  Allam  was 
one  of  my  men.     He  bad  something  more  than  the  regular 
pay  as  an  extra  tip.    There  was  a  general  understanding 
these  men  would  vote  for  Mr.  Hall  if  we  gave  them  some- 
thing to  do.    Charles  Whip  was  another  man  I  employed 
on   that    understanding.     Thomas    Leaver,    Clarendon 
Street,  I  sent  to  St.  Giles'  booth  as  personation  agent 
outside  on  the  day  of  the  election.    I  might  have  given 
him  10a.  or  15s.    The  reason  I  sent  him  there  was  because 
several  dead  men  polled  at  the  first  election,  and  we  sent 
him  there  to  see  it  did  not  take  place  again.     Henry 
Brown,  Cardigan  Street,  was  employed ;  he  was  paid  as  the 
rest.    Wm.  Baker  I  might  have  engaged,  but  I  don't  know 
in  what.    I  did  not  promise  William  Boulter  anything. 
I  had  nothing  to  do  with  George  Worth,  Nelson  Street. 
He  is  a  good  Conservative,  and  I  believe  if  you  promised 
him  the  worth  of  Oxford  he  would  not  vote  for  Sir  Wm. 
Harcourt.     He  did  not  want  a  job.    Kichard  Finch  I 
employed  on  the  day  of  the  election.    George  Bobbins 
was  one  of  my  men.    Henry  Long  does  piecework  for 
me,  and  I  put  him  on   regularly  during  the   election. 
WUliam  James  Kawlins  is  a  brother  of  Henry  Rawlins. 
fie  is  not  a  voter.    Henry  Hamilton  was  engaged  at  the 
elMtion.    His  father  is  a  voter,  and  I  knew  he  was  a  8up<- 
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porlet  of  Mr.  HalL  I  had  nothing:  to  do  mth  Tbomaa 
S'aidkaer.  He  seemed  to  me  to  be  always  stupefied  and 
best  out  of  the  way.  Philip  Payne  was^  sent  to  watch  the 
ftAga  in  my  street,  hat  I  aaderstood  since  he  had  a  firood 
job — ^beiog  employed  on  both  sides.  He  is  not  a  voter, bat  Ms 
father  is,  and  he  made  flags  daring  the  election.  T 
put  one  or  two  men  to  look  after  the  breakfast  room,  bat 
I  don't  know  who  had  it.  John  Gillam  lives  at  Sammer- 
town ;  he  is  a  shoemaker.  I  went  to  the  pablichoase  where 
be  formerly  lived  and  stood  some  beer,  and  we  had  a  sing- 
song. Sometimes  we  had  a  quarrel  and  made  it  ap  afiraia, 
I  did  not  come  across  George  Purser  daring  the  election. 
I  don't  know  Bode  and  Allin  who  came  from  Birmiu{;ham. 

By  Mr.  Cave— I  paid  about  £240  or  £250  altogether.  I 
sent  away  for  one  or  two  voters.  A.  man  named  Maccleby 
oame  from  Faringdon.  I  sent  a  man  named  Long  and 
his  wife,  who  knew  him  well,  to  fetch  him.  When  they  got 
there  he  was  gone,  and  on  returning  into  Oxford  they 
found  him  in  the  hands  of  the  Liberals,  and  Mrs.  Long 
had  to  extract  him  from  them.  I  made  them  two  or  three 
presents,  about  £2  in  all.  I  gave  Maccleby  £1  when  he 
left  for  Faringdon.  I  sent  to  Steeple  Aston  for  some  men. 
The  men  who  voted  had  the  fare  and  were  paid  for  loss  of 
time — about  lOs.  A  man  named  Wilkins,  G-eo.  Radbone, 
a  stranger  who  now  lives  in  Adelaide  Street,  and  Henry 
French,  had  their  expenses  paid  in  this  way.  Tanner's 
bill,  £14,  was  for  keeping  five  men  who  came  out  of  the 
Lnion  Workhouse.  Carter  and  Tipping  were  amongst 
them,  and  I  can't  think  of  the  other  names ;  one  was 
a  cripple.    I  thought  it  was  a  long  price. 

Mr.  Cave— So  do  L 

Mr.  Payne— Tanner  kf^eps  the  Welsh  Pony  in  Glouces* 
ter  Green.  Simms,  of  Summertown,  £3  9s.,  is  for  flag 
poles.  He  has  since  increased  it  to  £5,  but  I  refused  to 
pay  it.  He  had  an  order  to  give  my  men  £1  in  refresh- 
ments during  the  election  time.  He  knew  them  by  blue 
bills. 

Five  publichouses,  Summertown,  5^.,  what  is  that? — 
I  gave  each  of  the  v^ublichoases  a  pound  just  to  keep 
them  going. 

Jericho  ditto,  £8,  does  that  mean  eight  publichouses  in 
Jericho  ?— Yes,  sir. 

.  Mr.  Payne— Saxton's  bill  is  32.  78.  That  was  where  Mr. 
Hall  spoke,  and  several  things  were  broken,  and  it  is  also  for 
refreshments.  The  five  publichouses  at  Summertown  where 
refreshments  were  to  be  supplied  were  Taylor's,  two  Simma* 
Saxtun's,  and,  I  think,  Mrs.  Osborne's.  Jericho,  Messra. 
Phillips,  Court,  Smith,  Noben,  Simms,  Laye,  Mrs.  Peedell 
and  F.  Kemp.  In  the  April  election  Gardener,  shoemakw, 
of  Jericho,  did  not  support  Mr.  Hall.  Mr.  Ives  broaght 
jxim  to  me,  and  he  said  the  reason  was  because  the  Liberals 
gave  him  £2,  and  Mr.  Buokell  had  also  agreed  to  givs  him 
£2  in  May.      I  then  made  an  wttaatpmrnt  to  gifi 


87 

bim  £3  to  win  him  back  to  onr  cause.  I  pnt  him 
on  at  58.  a  day  and  paid  him  SOs.  for  his  Bon« 
Jackson  was  ill,  and  I  contiDued  to  help  bim 
after  the  election ;  so  also  was  Forrest.  The  bill  was 
£6  lOs.  Jackson  went  to  Bournemoath  some  month  or 
two  after  the  election,  and  T  assisted  bim.  This  was  not 
with  aoy  notion  of  the  petition.  It  was  solely  on  acconnt 
of  his  illne$«s.  I  paid  these  expenses  because  he  voted  for 
Mr.  Hall  and  rendered  good  service. 

How  about  Dunsby  ?— Well,  Dunsby  is  a  very  crotch- 
etty  man.  Mr.  Draper  came  to  me  when  the  name  was 
called  on  the  petition  trial,  and  said  Dunsby  has  been  got 
away.  I  s»id,  *'Kather  than  have  that  said,  I  will  go  and 
fetch  him."  I  went  to  London,  sought  him  out,  and 
brought  him. 

How  did  you  know  where  he  was  ? — An  uncle  of  mine 
married  Dunsby's  sister,  and  I  knew  he  was  there,  al- 
though I  was  never  brought  face  to  face  with  him.  He 
was  invited  there  I  believe.  His  sister  was  going  to  India, 
and  he  was  invited  there  to  the  gathering.  My  own  uotion, 
however,  is  that  he  went  to  London  to  get  out  of  the 
petition.     I  did  not  send  him  away. 

Why  did  you  say  to  expenses  to  sending  him  away  ? — I 
am  a  poor  scholar  and  may  put  it  that  way,  but  I  did  not 
assist  him.  I  did  not  Fee  him  in  London.  We  cressed 
trains.  His  address  is  Wyatt's-yard,  St.  Aldate.  Jack- 
son's address  is  Jericho  gardens,  Forrest's  is  Jericho-street 
— but  I  don't  know  where  the  poor  man  lives.  After, 
the  election  was  over  I  borrowed  £5  of  Mr.  Oalcutt  to 
pay  up  little  things.  I  had  lost  considerably  by  the 
election,  and  it  was  at  a  time  just  when  I  wanted  the 
money.  I  put  that  £5  into  my  business.  Winning 
an  election  seems  always  to  make  one  indebted  to  someone. 
(Laughter.)  I  promised  some  people  **  a  tip*'  if  we  won. 
There  is  a  standing  rule  since  1874  to  assist  good  Con- 
servatives a  little  when  they  require  it.  (Laughter.)  We 
don't  tell  them  we  won't,  but  we  do  it. 

Mr.  Cave—Have  you  told  us  everything  that  you  have 
done  in  connection  with  this  election  that  we  have  to 
enquire  into  ? 

Mr.  Payne — I  think  I  have  pretty  wtll,  so  far  as  my 
memory  will  carry  me.  I  went  into  St.  Clement's  and 

Sent  a  little  money  down  there.  I  saw  Thomas 
)ath,  a  publican,  ana  spent  about  £6  or  £7.  I  can't  exactly 
tell  you  what  way  I  spent  the  money,  but  I  think  it  was 
treating  and  assisting  Mr.  Beath.  They  want  a  little 
poshing  sometimes.    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Cave— How  much  did  you  give  Mr.  Beath. 

Mr.  Payne — I  think  it  was  £3.  I  knew  he  required  it. 
They  seemed  to  want  it  down  in  that  neighbourhood.  The 
■Liberals  had  little  to  do  down  there,  that  is  where  they 
have  got  tbeir  stronghold.  We  went  down  to  assist  oor 
bitndati 
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Mr.  Cave — Can  you  tell  me  anyone  else  ? 

Mr.  Payne— I  cannot  give  you  the  names  of  anyone  else, 
only  those  whom  I  happened  to  meet,  one  or  two  of  my 
old  friends.  We  made  the  people  believe  that  Mr.  Hall 
was  a  smart  man.  I  met  Bo  well,  Mabbett,  and  Narle. 
John  Bowell  is  a  bard  one.  I  took  men  from  any  part  of 
Oxford,  so  long  as  I  saw  they  were  the  right  men.  There 
was  not  much  necessity  for  my  going  to  the  Osney  district. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — I  can't  give  a  list  of  the  messengers  I 
employed.  I  kept  a  few  papers,  but  as  soon  as  I  heard  of 
the  petition  being  got  up,  and  I  was  likely  to  get  into 
trouble,  I  destroyed  them.  I  knew  the  Libarals  spent  the 
money  in  April,  and  having  it  in  May  I  thought  we  were 
justified  in  spending  it. 

Did  you  know  it  was  legal  ?—I  can't  say  that.  We 
went  on  the  adage  that  all  is  fair  in  elections,  at 
least  in  Oxford.  (A  laugh.)  If  we  had  had  the  money  we 
should  have  won  in  April.  There  were  about  500  men  in 
my  district  out  of  employment. 

Then  the  employment  was  for  charitable  purposes?— It 
was  to  keep  the  men  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Liberals.  I 
think  only  one  of  Nuttall's  men  came  to  my  house.  Con- 
tinually friends  of  mine  came  in  and  took  notes,  but  I 
never  thought  they  were  going  to  sell  me  in  the  wav  they 
did.  I  think  Mr.  Calcutt  has  given  me  the  sums  I  have 
mentioned,  but  we  never  take  any  notice  of  a  pound  or 
two  at  electioneering  times.  (A  laugh.)  I  am  sorry  I 
destroyed  my  papers. 

Mr.  Kidley — According  to  Mr.  Calcutt's  statement  he 
gave  you  more  money  than  you  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  Payne— He  might  have  given  me  £60  or  £70.  He 
never  refused  me.  He  saw  the  necessity  of  what  I  was 
doing.  When  I  first  employed  the  men  I  did  so  without 
authority,  but  I  had  a  wink  from  Mr.  Walsh. 
(Laughter.) 

What  do  you  mean  by  the  standing  rule  to  a!>sist 
people  ? — As  a  party  we  hang  together.  We  don't  assist 
the  Liberals  very  much  ;  they  are  too  cantankerous  a  lotj 
(A  laugh).  I  would  not  assist  them  on  any  consideration. 
If  a  Conservative  friend  comes  round  I  put  a  paper  round 
and  say,  "  Let's  get  a  bit  for  him." 

You  mean  by  that  a  subscription  ? — Yes. 

The  recipients  of  these  subscriptions  are  members  of  the 
Conservative  party. — We  don't  acknowledge  a  Liberal  of 
any  kind.  You  would  never  see  a  Liberal  at  my  place 
nnlees  he  came  as  a  spy. 

Mr.  Francis  Schnadhorst,  exammed  by  Mr.  Ridley, 
said  :  I  am  Secretary  of  the  Liberal  Assc  elation  at  Bir- 
mingham. I  have  been  so  for  seven  yearo,  and  as  such  I 
hav&  taken  part  in  the  Birmingham  elections,  and  the 
elections  in  8om«9  other  constituencies — North  Northamx)- 
tonshire,  Hereford,  Leinster,  Frome,  and  Oxford.    I  was 
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Bent  for,  and  asked  to  come  to  the  Oxford  election.  Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  M.P.,  wrote  to  me  to  Birmingham,  and 
the  letter  that  was  sent  to  me  followed  me  to  London, 
where  I  was  at  the  time.  I  was  ffoing  away  for  some  time 
after  the  fatigue  of  our  own  election,  and  this  letter  came 
to  me  the  following  day.  After  it  reacl^ed  Birmingham  it 
was  forwarded  to  me  at  once.  I  received  a  second 
letter  from  Mr.  Chamberlain  at  my  London 
address  asking  me  to  call  upon  him.  I  did  so,  at  Sir  Charles 
Dilke's  house.  Mr.  Chamberlain  told  me  the  substance 
of  the  letter  which  I  subsequently  received  by  the  follow- 
ing post. 

Mr.  Bidley — ^Wbat  was  the  substance  of  the  letter  ? 

Mr.  Schnadhorbt— I  can  tell  the  substance  with 
accuracy.  This  letter  happened  to  be  read  by  one  or  two 
of  our  friendfl  in  Birmingham  in  consequence  of  my 
absence  ;  but  the  letter  was  to  this  effect— that  the  Oxford 
election  was  likely  to  be  a  very  eevere  one.  Sir  William 
Harcoiirt  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Chamberlain  about 
it,  and  was  specially  concerned  as  to  the  possible  extent 
to  which  corruption  might  be  resorted  to.  Mr.  Chamber« 
lain  said  that  he  had  informed  Sir  Wiliiam  Harcourt 
tile  method  in  which  Mr.  Jesse  CoUingfi,  one  of  our 
Birmingham  men,  had  proceeded  in  th<^  borough  which  he 
now  represented  (Ipswich).  That  he  had  suggested  to  Sir 
William  that  he  should  see  me  about  the  matter.  Mr. 
Chamberlain  added  that  he  should  be  personally  obliged 
if  inany  way  I  could  render  Sir  W.Harcourt  any  aspietance. 

Mr.  Kidley — Can  you  give  me  the  day  when  this  took 
plsce  ? 

Mr.  Schnadhorst-^I  think  it  was  about  the  second  or 
third  day  from  the  end  of  April—  either  the  Tuesday  or 
the  Wednesday  evening  prior  to  the  week  in  which  the 
election  took  place  here.  After  seeing  Mr.  Chamberlain 
I  went  to  call  on  Sir  W.  Harcoutt  at  his  house  in 
Grafton  Street.  I  had  a  conversation  with  him,  and  he 
told  me  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  and  he  had  had  a  conver- 
sation about  the  coming  election,  and  that  I  might  pro- 
bably give  him  some  information  with  respect  to  the 
course  taken  by  Mr.  CoUings  at  Ipswich,  and  that  I 
might  probably  render  him  some  assistance,  and  that  it 
was  not  unlikely  that  there  might  be  extensive  corruption 
in  the  election  in  this  city.  A  conversation  arising  with 
respect  to  corruption,  the  question  followed  how  it  could  he 
be»t  dealt  with,  and  Mr.  Coliings  had  dealt  with  it  in  a 
method  of  his  own  at  Ipswich,  and  had  conquered  as  we 
thought.  Mr.  Coliings  was  an  officer  of  our  Association. 
I  bad  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  introduction  of  Mr. 
Coliings  to  Ipswich,  and  talked  the  whole  matter  over 
with  him. 

Mr.  Kidley — ^Was  there  anything  else  between  yon  and 
SIrW,  Harcourt? 

Mr.  Schhadhorst— -The  other  point  in  the  conversation 
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ii  this— that  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  in  addition  to  being  rather 
fearful  as  to  the  extent  to  which  corruption  might  determiae 
the  result  of  the  election,  also  thought  that  the  manage- 
ment of  the  election  might  be  improved,  and  he  said  he 
should  be  obliged  to  me  if  I  could  come  to  Oxford 
and  endeavour  to  assist.  Possibly  it  was  the 
Thursday  evening.  I  met  Mr.  Nuttall  here.  He 
came  in  advance  oi  me.  Mr.  Chamberlain's  letter,  as  I 
said  just  now,  had  been  opened  by  the  Chairman  of  our 
Association,  and  he  thought  it  best,  not  knowing  what 
course  to  take,  to  send  Mr.  Nuttall  on  in  advance  in  order 
that  he  might  make  any  enquiries ;  and  I  had  a  letter 
from  Mr  Nuttall  n^yself,  stating  that  he  bad  arrived  at 
Oxford,  and  should  await  my  coming  and  any  instructions 
that  I  might  think  fit  to  give  him. 

Mr.  Ridley— Did  you  have  a  meeting  with  any  of  the 
Liberal  party  in  Oxford  ? 

Mr.  Schnadhorst — I  had  a  conversation  at  the  Randolph 
Hotel  with  one  or  two  members  of  the  Liberal  party — 
Mr.  Buckell,  Mr.  Bickerton,  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  the  late 
Town  Clerk.  It  was  not  a  formal  consultation  ;  these  gen- 
tlemen happened  to  be  present  when  I  went  there. 
A  discuasiou  took  place  about  the  election.  The  fact  of  em- 
ployment of  voters  on  the  other  side  was  talked  of.  No  con- 
clusion was  come  to  with  regard  to  it.  I  was  introduced 
to  Mr.  Bickerton,  and  left  with  him  for  the  Central  Com- 
mittee room.  Mr.  Bickerton  explained  his  arrangements 
with  regard  to  Committee  rooms,  and  I  agreed  to  see  him 
on  the  following  morning.  Subsequent  to  that  Mr. 
Nuttall  and  I  discussed  the  question  of  corrupt  practices, 
and  how  to  take  steps  to  prevent  theft),  and  the  bringing 
of  men  from  Birmingham  for  that  purpose.  I  am  not 
sure  whether  there  were  not  some  men  here  already,  but 
others  were  sent  for  immediately.  Detectives  were  not 
sent  to  Ipswich.  I  believe  I  am  correct  in  saying  one  or 
two  detectives  went  to  Frome,  but  I  i.m  reluctant  for  our 
people  to  take  part  in  that  work.  It.  is  a  branch  of 
election  work  I  know  little  of.  It  was  understood  Mr. 
Nuttall  and  myself  were  to  assist  in  the  Oxford 
election.  We  also  introduced  a  number  of  our  people  to 
help  at  some  of  the  committee  rooms,  and  one  way  it  was 
thought  the  Oxford  method  could  be  improved  was  with  re- 
gard to  the  canvassing  books.  The  question  of  breakfasts  was 
discussed,  and  I  expressed  an  opinion,such  as  we  understood 
them  to  be,  that  they  were  not  only  legal  but  useful.  There 
was  a  good  deal  on  the  Liberal  side  with  which  I  was  net 
acquainted.  I  am  not  prepared  to  express  an  opinion  as 
to  how  far  the  breakfasts  were  carried.  We  have  had 
breakfasts  in  Birmingham  on  the  most  competent  legal 
authority,  and  as  we  have  carried  them  on  Mre  believe  they 
are  useful.  I  don't  know  the  extent  to  which  they  were 
carried.  No  one  should  be  invited  who  were  not  volunteers 
and  pledged  to  assist  on  the  day  of  the  poll.    I  bad  no  In- 
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formation  those  engaged  on  the  Liberal  side  were  going  to 
vote.  My  advice  was  not  askfd  upon  it.  From  what  I 
saw  I  thought  the  election  was  in  efficient  hands,  and  our 
province  was  not  to  interfere  with  arrangements,  but  sup- 
plement them  as  far  as  we  could.  The  election  day  is  one 
of  the  most  exhaunting  days,  and  I  believe  the  law  permits 
legitimate  refreshments,  and  we  have  to  consider  that 
which  iri  least  open  to  objection,  and  we  believe  breakfasts 
are  better  than  allowing  men  to  drag  on  from  hour  to 
hour,  and  being  tempted  to  go  into  publichouses,  our 
theory  is  the  work  on  the  election  day  cannot  commence 
too  soon,  and  we  get  the  volunteers  in  the  streets  early,  so 
that  there  may  be  a  good  number  poll  early.  There  are 
usually  some  light  refreshments  io  the  middle  of  the  day, 
generally  the  remains  of  the  breakfast.  (A  laugh.)  We 
avoid  beer  when  possible.  I  did  not  make  a  8p^ech  at 
Oxford,  and  was  not  here  the  whole  of  the  time.  During 
the  week  I  was  at  the  Central  committee  I  was  referred  to 
and  consulted  about  various  points.  I  was  a  party  to  the 
sending  of  police  from  Birmingham.  There  was  a  good 
deal  of  apprehenf^ion  there  would  be  disordf^r  on  the  day  of 
the  poll,  and  I  suggested  men  should  be  brought  not  only 
from  Birmingham,  but  other  places.  I  did  not  know 
arrangements  were  being  made  for  special  constables  at 
Oxford,  althcus^h  I  heard  something  of  it.  I  was  not 
present  at  the  meeting  where  the  Liberal  Guard  was 
formed.  Major  Bond,  who  is  a  strong  CouHervative,  but 
an  admirable  officer,  came  to  Oxford  with  some  of  his 
men.  I  did  not  know  anytbioNT  of  the  men  from 
Abingdon.  From  what  I  saw  of  them  they  were  re- 
spectable men.  ^  I  wa^  a  stranger  to  Oxford.  I  visited 
all  the  Committee  rooms  the  first  day.  It  is  my 
impression  the  canvass  returns  were  not  realized 
adequately  by  the  poll.  The  canvass  justified  a 
large  majority.  From  my  experience  I  should 
have  said  there  ous^t  to  be  no  doubt  of  the  return  of  Sir 
Wm.  Harcourt.  I  heard  from  the  reports  of  Mr.  Nuttall 
tiiat  there  was  treating  going  on.  Every  day  the  tendency 
to  the  employment  seemed  to  increase.  Mr.  Bickerton 
referred  to  this  ns  one  of  the  dangers  with  which  they  had 
to  contend.  My  advice  was  to  keep  it  within  the  nar- 
rowest possible  limits  for  the  purposes  of  the  election.  As 
long  as  the  law  recogni$ies  employment  it  will  continue. 
I  should  like  to  see  th**  prohibition  of  employment.  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  voters,  who  are  fre- 
quently employed,  do  sometimes  vote.  It  may,  perhaps, 
take  place  in  Birmingham,  but  it  is  contrary  to  instruc- 
tions. I  was  not  aware  of  the  extensive  employment  that 
was  going  on.  Mr.  Powell,  of  Stoke-on-Trent,  came  at  my 
suggestion.  He  is  one  of  the  most  competent  election 
agents  in  the  country.  He  took  charge  of  one  of  the 
committee  rooms.  Mr.  Nuttall  was  in  a  certain  sense 
responsible  to  me,  but  I  did  not  interfere  with  his  work. 
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By  Mr.  Cave— I  received  altoprether  £255.  £105  is  ao- 
couDted  for  in  those  accoants  and  £150  was  returned.  I 
have  taken  part  in  one  or  two  elections  outside  Birmiog- 
bam,  and  when  I  have  done  so  it  has  been  on  some  special 
question.  Sometmes  I  have  had  to  wait  months  before  I 
have  got  the  money  to  settle  the  accounts.  I  determined 
I  would  not  consent  to  take  part  in  an  election,  and  bring 
a  number  of  men  who  looked  to  me  for  payment,  with6ut 
I  received  beforehand  so^ae  money  to  meet  the  claim.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Cowie  —If  780  breakfasts  were  given  on  one  side, 
I  should  say  the  number  was  excessive.  I  knew  the 
detectives  were  watching  certain  houses  and  districts.  Major 
Bond's  orders  would  have  to  come  from  the  Watch  Com- 
mittee. I  communicated  with  a  personal  friend  in  Birming- 
ham about  the  police  cominer  here.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Watch  Committee.  Applications  are  frequently  made 
for  the  use  of  the  police  on  different  occasions.  I  was  not 
aware  that  the  Ma^or  of  Oxford  bad  applied  for  the  use 
of  the  Birmingham  police.  It  is  an  unusual  thing  for 
the  Birmingham  police  to  be  sent  to  another  place  without 
an  official  application,  and  I  should  say  it  would  not  be  done. 
Opinions  were  expressed  at  the  Committee,  there  was 
danger  of  personation  and  it  was  thought  experienced  assist- 
ance would  be  beneficial.  I  think  only  in  two,  or  at  most 
three  cases,  were  personation  agnnts  sent  for.  The  fees 
were  settled  by  myself,  and  included  travelling  expenses. 


NINTH  DAY.— TUESDAY,   Oct.    12. 

Mr.  Henry  Turner,  examined  by  Mr,  Bidley,  said — I 
am  a  lay  clerk  at  St.  John's  ColIe:<e  and  rent  collector. 
I  took  part  in  the  elections  of  1874  And  1880.  In  May  I 
was  a  sort  of  superintendent  at  the  St.  Thomas'  Committee 
room.  I  collect  for  Christ  Church,  and  some  complaint 
having  been  made  by  Sir  William  Harcourt.  I  was  ordered 
not  to  canvass.  I  never  canvassed  anyone ;  the  canvass  was 
conducted  by  Mr.  Hall,  assisted  by  Mr.  Wells  and  the  Kev. 
Hnth  Walters.  I  have  collected  the  rents  in  St.  Thnmas* 
for  5j;  years.  My  duties  were  seeing  that  the  circulars  and 
placards  sent  down  were  properly  distributed.  I  was  at  the 
Park  Eod  Street  room.  There  were  some  other  Com- 
mittee rooms  in  St.  Thomas'— Wheeler's  and  another 
about  which  I  know  nothing.  I  thought  it  was  a  mistake 
to  have  it.  People  came  to  the  Committee  room 
to  be  put  on.     I  was  told  to  engage  the  fellows  who 

greviously  had  been  styled  **  Cooper's  lambs."  We 
ave  more  than  three  to  one  in  St.  Thomas',  and  if 
there  had  been  employment  for  the  men  we  should  have 
engaged  them.    Joshua  A.  Smith  was  the  chirf  clerk  at 
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my  room.    Whittaker  was  there  Eometimes.    They  were 
paid  at  the  rate  of  lOa.  6d.  a  day. 

Mr.  Cave  (addressing  Mr.  Percival  Walsh) — I  under- 
stand you  wish  to  make  a  statement  to  the  Commissioners  ? 

Mr.  Walsh— I  besr  leave  to  express  my  profound  re^t 
at  the  display  of  temper  I  exbioited  at  the  last  examina- 
tion towards  the  close,  but  I  will  state  in  palliation  that 
I  have  been  exposed  to  an  amount  of  distress  in  body  and 
mind  during  the  last  seven  months  which  I  think  very  few 
have  been  subject  to.  At  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners 
I  have  been  exposed  to  an  ordeal  I  think  most  men  would 
think  worse  than  death  itself,  and  even  my  case  is  wound 
up  by  a  suggestion  which  certainly  surprised  me.  Although 
my  services  have  been  most  disastrous  to  Mr.  Hall  and 
myself,  yet  I  could  not  have  possibly  taken  in  hand  any- 
thing except  as  a  faithful  and  single-minded  person  boUi 
to  myself  and  Mr.  Hall.  With  regard  to  what  actually 
passed  before  the  Commissioners  I  am  in  the  course  of  the 
preparation  of  my  facts,  and  at  any  time  you  may  please 
to  take  me  after  to-day  I  shall  be  prepared  to  lay  before 
you  the  things  of  which  I  complain. 

Mr.  Cave-^The  present  coarse  we  propose  to  take  is  to 
sit  here  until  Friday,  and  then,  in  consequence  of  the 
Commissioners  having  to  hold  their  own  Sessions  at  places 
of  which  they  are  Hecorders,  and  in  consequence  of  the 
County  Magistrates  requiring  the  use  of  the  Court  the 
following  week,  we  shall  adjourn  from  Friday  until  Friday 
week,  and  I  think  probably  it  would  be  better  that  you 
should  have  until  after  the  adjournment  to  prepare  your- 
self for  what  you  wish  to  say  then. 

Mr.  Walsh— There  are  one  or  two  things  I  want  to  say 
in  addition  by  way  of  personal  explanation.  With  regard 
to  what  Mr.  Nuttall  said  as  to  voters,  I  am  totally  unable 
to  explain  why  the  voters  to  whom  be  alluded  voted  against 
him.  I  think  you  may  t»ke  it  that  I  have  told  you  the 
famth— the  extreme  truth.  I  never  in  my  life  ever 
bought  a  man's  vote  to  the  extent  of  a  single  farthing  or  a 
bottle  of  ginger  beer,  and  I  must  say  that  out  of  the  number 
of  promises  of  votes  I  had,  and  the  number  which  we 
polled,  119  polled  against  me.  With  regard  to  the  question 
of  the  forged  ballot  papers,  it  has  been  extremely  painful 
to  me,  for  although  I  have  had  to  expose  myself — ^to  make 
oonfesdion  of  things  I  would  rather  not— I  value  myself  as 
a  man  of  honour.  I  had  to  apply  to  the  Town  Clerk  at 
every  election,  and  the  paper  wa<«  clearly  only  delivered 
to  me  on  the  understanding  that  nothing  would  be 
done  with  it  that  was  wrong.  Ton  must  recollect 
there  have  been  accusations  that  I  have  been  exi>osed 
to  in  the  newspapers,  and,  in  fact,  it  has  been 
alleged  that  these  ballot  papers  were  used  for  an  im- 
proper punpose.  I  have  been  assured  that  it  is  impossible 
that  any  of  these  papers  could  have  got  into  the  ballot 
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boxes,  and  Mr.  Dudley  told  my  clerk  he  had  the  keys  in 
his  possession  daring  the  whole  of  the  time,  and  I  oaa*t 
understand  how  these  statements  got  into  the  newspapers. 
As  far  as  I  can  ascertain  there  is  no  foundation  whatever 
for  the  rumours  that  these  papers  were  improperly  used. 

Mr.  Gave — With  regard  to  the  ballot  ^ai)ers  and  your 
statement,  as  at  present  advised  the  Commissioners  are  not 
disposed  to  attach  much  importance  to  that  incident,  or  to 
think  that  they  were  intended  to  be  used  improperly. 
Thej  think  it  was  unwise  and  undesirable  to  have  a /oc 
gimtle  printed,  and  the  object  stated  to  have  been  in  view, 
viz.,  to  instruct  voters  how  to  mark  the  ballot  papers, 
might  have  been  attained  without  having  papers  printed 
which  were  so  similar  to  those  actually  used.  We  ^ink, 
however,  that  was  merely  an  indiscretion,  and  we  are  not 
disposed  to  believe  at  present  that  it  was  intended  t  omako 
any  improper  use  of  them. 

Mr.  Walsh— Thank  you.    It  is  a  great  relief  to  hear  it. 
I  have  nothing  farther  to  state  at  this  present  moment.  ^ 

Mr.  Gave— There  is  one  thing  I  should  like  to  say.  This 
Court  is  not  to  be  made  the  object  of  throwing  out  accu- 
sations which  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter  we  are 
enquiring  into.  Any  charges  that  are  made  against  any 
officials  of  the  town,  of  using  their  position  or  their  influ- 
ence for  the  purpose  of  the  election— anything,  in  fact, 
tending  to  show  that  undue  influence  or  corrupt  practices 
of  any  kind  were  practised  in  the  election,  or  that  any 
difficulties  were  improperly  thrown  in  the  way  of  either 
side,  it  is  within  our  dutv  to  enquire  into,  and  we  shall 
enquire  into  then  when  tne  facts  are  brought  before  us  ; 
but  this  Court  must  not  be  mode  the  vehicle  of  uttering 
attacks  on  any  body  of  men  which  have  nothing  to  do  wita 
the  election.  Although  we  take  the  opportunity  of  saying 
this  whilst  you  are  in  the  box,  I  dun  t  mean  to  intimate 
that  what  you  have  said  has  led  us  to  make  these 
remarks,  but  we  make  them  generally  in  order  that 
people  may  ^  understand  what  is  the  limit  of  what 
they  may  lairly  and  properly  brin^  before  us.  Anv 
charge  made  against  any  officials  in  this  town  with 
relation  to  the  elections  is  a  matter  we  shall  enquire 
into,  because  it  is  within  the  scope  of  the  enquiry.^  When 
such  charges  are  made  we  must  insist  on  their  being 
proved  as  well  as  they  can  be,  or  else  a  full  withdrawal. 

Mr.  Walsh- Allow  me  to  say  in  reference  to  those 
things  to  which  I  have  referred— bona  fide  referred— k>£ 
course  it  is  impossible  for  anybody  sitting  in  a  judicial 
position  as  you  are  to  understand  from  the  evidence 
the  part  I  have  taken  in  this  City  for  a  number  of  years. 
I  should  be  sorry  for  the  Commissioners  to  read  my 
speeches,  for  instance,  but  I  propose  to  go  into  the  whole 
of  the  facts,  commencing  from  1870,  to  show  it  haa 
been  one  of  my  great  objects  in  life  to  get  a  Stipendiary 
Magistrate.  If  anything  that  affects  thecourseof  justice  on 
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one  side  or  the  other— Conseryative  or  Libera] — ^if  it  enters 
into  it  it  goes  to  the  root  of  the  whole  matter.  Theee  are 
the  points  to  which  I  refer.  I  am  far  from  sayiog  any  of 
the  Magistrates  have  purchased  votes. 

Mr.  Cave — Anything,  of  course,  which  goes  to  show  any 
official  use  of  influence  for  political  pur^ses  we  can  en- 
quire  into,  but  the  general  cnarge  of  ministerial  functions 
unconnected  with  political  things  wehavenothingtodowith. 

Mr.  Walsh— Then  I  understaind  I  am  in  the  position 
of  a  man  who  has  made  charges  which  he  is  not  prepared 
t<>  substantiate,  because  these  are  not  the  species  of  charges 
I  mean,  as  I  could  show  the  list  of  things  in  my  mind  at 
the  time.    I  am  in  a  very  difficult  position. 

Mr.  Cave—  I  desire  to  be  clearly  understood  in  this 
matter.  It  is  not  the  dut^  of  the  Commissioners  to  eD(][uire 
into  the  mode  the  MaKistrates  discharge  their  functions, 
except  so  far  as  the  discharge  of  those  functions  may  be 
connected  in  some  way  or  other  with  electioneering.  If 
the  functions  are  discharged  in  favour  of  one  party,  or 
pressure  is  put  on  the  other,  that  is  a  matter  we  can  legiti- 
mately enquire  into,  but  we  don't  sit  heie  to  enquire  into 
the- way  justice  is  administered  generally.  Any  complaints 
of  that  kind  should  be  addressed  to  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  not  to  us,  but  if  it  is  alleged  that  an^  bidy  of  men,  no 
matter  wbo  they  are,  occupying  an  official  position,  make 
use  of  that  position  for  the  purpose  of  furthering  the 
interest  Of  the  matter  we  are  dealing  with,  then  it  is  within 
the  scope  of  our  enquiry,  and  we  are  prepared  to  hear' the 
evidence «  n  that  head. 

Mr.  Walsh— Then -very  likely  what  I  have  said  with 
regard  to  the  Returning  Officer — 

Mr.  Cave — We  won't  hear  you  further  until  after  the 
adjournment. 

Mr.  Turner  was  then  replaced  in  the  witness  box,  and 
said. — ^There  were  no  other  clerks  employed  except  8mith 
and  Whi taker.  Their  employment  and  engagement  was 
in  my  hands.  Some  of  the  men  I  took  on  acted  in  that 
capacity  in  1874.  The  messengers  received  5s.  a  day,  and 
I  had  a  book  in  which  I  kept  a  list  of  their  names  and  the 

fkyments  made  to  them,  and  I  gave  that  to  Mr.  Draper, 
never  had  the  book  back.  I  asked  for  it,  and  was  told 
it  was  destroyed.  I  gave  the  book  to  Mr.  Draper  the  week 
•  after  the  election.  I  had  the  money  and  I  had  to  account 
for  it,  which  I  did,  and  kept  the  book  as  a  matter  of 
business.  I  can  give  you  the  names  of  some  of  the  mes- 
sengers. One  was  Alfred  Thomas.  I  should  think  50  were 
employed  altogether  at  the  second  election.  We  did  not 
want  all  of  them ;  a  great-  many  were  unnecessary,  but 
they  were  employed  to  keep  them  from  going  on  the  other 
side.  The  Lioerals  would  have  had  them  if  we  had  not, 
and  they  were  engaged  pursuant  to  instructions  from  Mr. 
Walsh.  It  was  a  chanty  to  employ  them.  They  were 
either  voters  or  connected  with  voters.    The  messengers 
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did  bill  posting:  as  well  vrhen  required.  I  do  not  think 
any  extra  men  were  put  on  as  messeiigers  on  the  day  of 
the  polling.  Slip  clerks  were  eng^aged  on  that  day. 
Lazarus  Cox  and  Richard  Allen  canvassed,  and  did  toe 
best  they  could. 

What  amount  of  money  did  you  receive? — In  the 
first  week  10^.  or  121.  were  left  in  an  envelope 
by  Mr.  Wells,  and  I  said  that  was  of  no  a^e,  and 
I  went  to  Mr.  Draper  and  got  a  cheque  for  40^. 
During  the  week  I  got  another  cheque  for  251.  from 
Mr.  Wells,  and  I  should  think  altogether  I  received 
about  50^.  or  60^.  I  think  when  I  cast  up  the  account  I 
wanted  SI.  or  U.,  and  Draper  gave  it  to  me.  I  never  had 
anything  for  myself  at  either  election.  I  have  not  sent  in 
any  account.  The  money  I  had  was  expended  in 
messengers  and  others  employed  at  the  Committee 
room,  and  in  no  other  way.  There  were  no  out- 
voters. I  paid  for  the  Committee  rooms  at  Collcntt's 
and  Wheeler's.  I  think  Collcutt  received  about  81.  I 
expended  no  money  of  which  I  did  not  send  in  an 
account.  No  money  was  spent  in  flags  or  colours.  The 
Libeials  had  three  times  as  many  flag«  as  we  had,  and  it 
must  have  cost  them  three  times  as  much.  On  the 
polling  day  Mr.  Wells  sent  a  plate  of  sandwiches  io  the 
Committee  room,  and  there  was  not  a  penny  spent  in 
beer.  I  spent  no  money  for  printing.  I  am  not  quite 
sure  whether  £  had  a  receipt  for  the  82.  p^id  to  Collcutt. 
I  am  not  sure  what  was  paid  to  Wheeler,  but  I  think 
it  was  about  41.  or  5/.  I  speak  from  memory.  Every- 
thing was  down  in  the  book  which  has  been  destroyed. 
I  should  not  think  that  Wheeler  received  101.  for  his  room, 
as  stated  in  the  published  accounts.  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  paying  Spokes.  There  was  nothing  in  the  way  of 
treatii^  going  on.  I  heard  there  was  some  treating 
going  on  at  Spokes's,  but  I  have  been  told  that  they 
clubbed  round,  and  had  it  among  themselves.  I  should 
not  think  there  was  any  gratuitous  treatint?  in  public- 
houses  in  St.  Thomas'.  1  know  that  a  number  of  charges 
have  been  made  against  me  in  the  petition.  Richard 
Allen  is  a  carpenter  living  in  the  Fisher  Row.  He  was 
an  active  and  useful  man,  and  received  five  guineas  for 
his  services.  He  has  always  been  en  our  side.  I  think 
he  is  charged  with  having  committed  bribery,  but  it  is 
nonsense.  I  do  not  thioK  he  had  the  monev  to  bribe, 
or  if  he  had  that  he  would  do  so.  ^ohn  Dell 
lives  in  St.  Thomas'  and  was  engaged  on  the  other 
side  at  the  first  election.  Spencer  and  D*-ll  were 
paid  21.  10s.  each  as  messensers,  at  5e.  a  day.  H.  Smith, 
an  old  man,  lives  in  the  Fisher-row,  and  was  employed 
ftt  the  election — he  sawed  up  a  bit  of  wood.  He  was  only 
there  eight  or  ten  hoars  altogether,  and  received  21.  lOs. 
Jesse  Masters  was  a  checker  off  on  the  polling  day.  Allen 
was  rather  handy  with  his  fiats  and  had  oontiiderable 
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mflaenee,  and  was  a  good  man  at  meetings,  and  coni^e- 
qnently  received  more  than  5s.  a  day.'  It  was  a  difficult 
matter  to  get  a  man  in  St.  Thomas's  who  knew  the  people 
and  conid  write  their  names  down,  and  Masters  received 
lOte.  for  doing  that  on  the  day  of  polling.  J.  W.  Chedding- 
ton  was  employed  partly  as  messenger,  and  partly  in 
my  garden  during  the  election.  He  painted  the  woodwork 
at  th«  back  of  my  house  as  well,  and  was  paid  5s.  a  day. 
I  employed  another  messenger  in  my  garden.  The  garden  is 
but  a  small  one,  and  he  pottered  about  there.  I  think  he  is 
a  bird  catcher.  Shephera  is  a  rat  catcher— (laughter)  —and 
was  employed  as  messenger  at  5s.  a  day,  the  whole  time. 
I  do  Dot  think  he  was  one  of  the  20  that  the  Liberals  em- 
ployed at  the  first  election,  but  Dell  and  Spencer  were. 
C.  Andrews  and  his  Bon  Frank  were  employed  as  messen- 
i^rs  at  the  same  rate  the  whole  time,  ten  days.  I  believe 
tfae^  are  both  on  the  re^^ister.  James  Wakelin  is  on  the 
reffifiter,  and  is  a  costermonger,  and  he  was  paid  5s.  a  day. 
Edward  Crapper  was  paid  the  same,  and  William  East 
was  also  paid.  Crapper  was  one  of  "Cooper's  ^amhs." 
Greorge  Osbom  used  to  keep  the  Peacock,  and  is  a  milk- 
man, but  he  has  had  no  money  from  me.  As  he  went  about 
his  milk  business,  if  he  could  influence  anyone  I  suppose 
he  did  it,  but  he  was  not  employed  to  canvass. 
There  are  two  men  named  William  East,  but  I  do 
not  think  the  second  one  was  employed.  He  says  he  was 
not.  James  Smith,  a  labourer,  I  had  nothinpf  whatever 
to  do  with.  He  was  not  employed  and  I  did  not  pay 
him.  There  is  a  fisherman  named  Jacob  Bee-ley.  He 
was  not  empl  «yed  in  any  capacity  whatever  and  was  not 
paid.  He  said  he  had  G:ot  a  horse  and  trap  which  he  should 
be  happy  to  let,  and  I  told  him  to  send  in  an  application 
to  Mr.  Walsh.  I  dr.  not  know  whether  it  was  employed 
or  not.  J.  E.  Collcutt  is  the  person  who  was  paid  for  the 
Committee  room.  I  think  there  was.  a  bargain  that  he 
should  be  paid  10^.  for  it  before  we  took  it.  Richard 
Dumbleton  is  a  youth  who  lives  in  Park  End  Place,  and 
was  employed  as  a  messenger.  His  father  is  an  ostler 
by  trad«.  Robert  Kay  is  a  lodging-house  keeper,  and  I 
employed  him.  He  canvassed,  and  I  think  had  7b.  6d.  a 
day.  He  is  a  strong  friend  of  the  party,  but  he  would 
not  work  voluntarily.  Jooiah  Arnold  received  22.  lOs. 
as  messenger.  Alfred  Thomas  is  a  college  servant— a 
shoe-black,  I  think — and  he  was  employed  as  raessenfrer. 
He  kept  the  poblichouse  next  door  to  CoUcutt's  Committee 
room  at  the  time  of  the  election.  He  took  out  bills  and 
did  anything  that  he  was  wanted  to  do.  I  do  not  think  I 
saw  him  take  any  bills  out,  but  I  was  not  much  at  the 
Committee  room.  I  paid  him  2L  lOs.  after  the  election. 
James  Burgess  is  not  a  rag  and  bone  dealer,  but  his  father 
is,  and  is  a  vo'^er.  I  emploved  the  son  as  messenger  at  the 
same  rate  as  the  others.  Edward  Beecham  was  formerly 
a  boatman  and  lives  in  the  Fisher  Row.  He  was  employed 
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about  four  or  five  days,  and  I  think  he  waa  paid  about  1^ 
by  me.  Mr.  Rndgard  used  oocasionally  to  look  in  at  the 
Committee  room.  I  did  net  give  Beecham  money  in  the  way 
of  charity.  Mr.  BudKard  has  assisted  him,a8  he  does  a  good 
many.  Charles  Cosher  is  a  strong  Conserirative  and  is  em- 
ployed at  Mr.  Weaving 's  brewery.  I  did  not  employ  him 
and  he  was  not  paid  a  single  penny.  He  has  not  claimed 
anything.  There  is  no  such  man  as  Handley.  The  real 
man  meant  is  Thomas  Grainger,  of  Peacock  Tard,  who 
was  paid  10s.  after  the  election,  but  I  don't  think  he  was 
employed.  He  is  a  poor  old  man  and  I  thought  it  would 
do  him  good  T.  Wright  is  a  young  man  who  lives  in  Park 
End  Street  and  has  no  vote.  His  rather  has.  He  was  em- 
ployed as  messenger,  but  I  am  not  certain  as  to  the 
amount  he  received.  I  think  he  had  30^.  the  last  week. 
B.  Humphries  was  not  employed  by  me,  and  I  paid  bim 
nothing.  He  was  hanging  round  the  Committee  room« 
Bookfr's  real  name  is  Hewitt,  and  he  has  no  vote, 
neither  has  his  father.  He  was  at  Spokes'  room,  and  1 
know  nothing  about  him.  Samuel  Covey,  of  Ayres's 
Yard,  was  employed  as  messenger.  ^  I  made  no  inquirv 
when  I  paid  them  as  to  the  length  of  time  they  had  worked, 
but  I  knew  they  had  been  out  of  work,  and  I  let  them 
have  the  money.  John  Poole  is  a  greengrocer ;  he  is  a 
thorough  fanatic  in  politics,  and  is  a  KadicaL  I  did  not 
try  to  get  his  vote,  because  I  thought  it  would  be  of  no 
use.  I  can  make  out  a  list  from  memory  I  think,  and  will 
give  it  to  the  Secr«ftary. 

By  Mr.  Cave— I  know  nothing  of  the  receipt  produced. 
I  believe  there  were  a  number  of  receipts  sent  round  to 
secure  the  money.  The  canvassing  returns  were 
sent  to  the  Central  Committee  room.  The  clerks 
had  to  direct  envelopes  and  make  enquiries  abuut 
people  who  had  removed.  W.  H.  Smith  was  formerly  the 
governor  of  the  City  Gaol.  He  was  employed  at  Wheeler's 
room,  and  his  work  was  to  see  that  circulars  were  sent  out. 
I  think  he  was  paid  01.  10s.  I  had  no  receipt  from  him, 
and  I  know  nothiog  of  the  one  produced.  I  do  not  know 
W.  H.  Smith,  jun.  The  total  1  received  would  be  about 
652.  from  Mr.  Walsh,  and  461.  or  501.  from  Mr.  Wells. 
Wliat  was  not  spent  for  Committee  rooms  was  expended 
in  clerks  and  messengers,  and  about  1202.  was  laid  out  in 
this  way.  I  have  sent  in  a  claim  to  Mr.  Walsh  on  behalf 
of  a  man  named  Skinner,  who  works  a  coal  boat,  and  he 
came  to  vote.  The  claitn  is  for  21.  for  loss  of  time.  There 
is  a  claim  for  Charles  Barton  of  12.  for  work  which  he  did 
as  a  messenger.  He  wa^i  not  employed  as  such.  I  sup- 
pose he  was  money  out  of  pocket  in  going  about  to  meet- 
ings and  loss  of  time.  Mr.  Budgard  has  sent  in  a  claim 
for  22.  I  think  he  bought  a  lot  of  flags  and  ribbon. 
I  have  not  been  paid  anything,  but  Mr.  Walsh  has  put 
me  down  »t  302.  fqr  each  election. 

By  Mr.  Cowie—Lazarus  Cox  was  paid  at  the  same  rate 
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as  Allen ;  he  is  a  whitesmith  orblaokemith,andbeIl-hang8r. 
W.  H.  Smith's  remuneration  was  half-a«guioea  a  day,  and 
Clarke  and  J.  H.  Smith  received  the  same. 

JBy  Mr.  Ridley— Lazarus  Cox  was  chiefly  employed  in 
the  High  Street,  St.  Thomases,  as  also  was  W.  H.  Smith. 
Birley  and  Henry  Wheeler  are  not  returned  in  my  list, 
nor  is  De  £ank,  who  was  one  of  "Cooper's  Limbs."  They 
were  paid  58.  a  day,  and  De  Bank  had  22.  lOs.  I  paid 
them,  and  had  some  of  the  monty  through  Mr.  Wells.  I 
am  sure  I  naid  Lazarus  Cox,  although  he  has  made  a 
statement  that  he  has  received  no  money.  I  cannot 
explain  why  he  should  have  denied  receiving  any  money, 
except  that  it  was  to  get  out  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  Charles  Alfred  Pryce,  examined  by  Mr.  Cave^I  am 
a  solicitor  at  Abingdon,  and  Liberal  agent  in  that  town. 
On  the  5th  of  May  I  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Bickerton 
asking  me  to  send  some  active  supporters  of  the  Liberal 
party  on  the  day  of  the  election,  to  wear  the  colours,  and 
assist  in  preventing  any  disturbance.  The  letter  also  asked 
whether  there  were  any  workmen  in  the  employ  of  Mr. 
Clarke  who  would  not  object  to  a  holiday  of  that  sort,  and 
suggested  that  50  or  60  should  be  sent.  The  names  were 
submitted  for  m^  approval  by  Mr.  Chapman.  The  men 
selected  were  Liberals.  We  have  not  employed  Oxford 
Liberals  at  Abingdon  to  my  knowledge.  The  witness 
handed  in  his  letters  to  Mr.  Bickerton,  and  also  one  which 
he  had  received  from  him  since  the  enquiry  commenced. 
One  of  my  letters  states  that  I  have  arranged  to  send  over 
about  80  men,  but  I  have  bad  to  promise  them  lOs.  each. 
I  had  a  letter  on  the  17tb  of  May  as  to  certain  voters  hav- 
ing received  money  to  vote,  and  I  made  enquirieo,  but  I 
could  not  find  anything  out  at  all.  The  men  he  selected 
were  in  as  good  a  position  as  would  justify  their  being 
selected  as  special  constables.  They  were  not  "  roughs. ' 
I  should  not  think  that  more  than  ten  or  twenty  were  in 
Mr.  Clarke's  employ. 

By  Mr.  Cowie-  Everyone  had  lOs.,  and  the  Captain 
(Chapman)  had  an  extra  sovereign  for  his  trouble.  Most 
of  them  were  Abingdon  voters.  The  number  sent  was 
104.  I  had  no  idea  that  thev  were  wanted  for  any  other 
object  than  that  mentioned  by  Mr.  Bickerton,  and  I  wae 
not  aware  that  any  application  bad  been  made  to  Bir- 
mingham for  assistance.  I  think  I  should  have  dona 
the  same  if  I  had  been  in  Mr.  Bickerton's  place. 
Perhaps  he  thought  it  was  desirable  to  make  an  imposiug^ 
appearance  on  the  part  of  the  Liberals. 

By  Mr.  Ridley— Mr.  Plowman,  of  Abingdon,  was  one 
of  the  104,  and  I  paid  him^  10s.  I  did  not  know  that  he 
took  twelve  men  from  Abingdon  to  Oxford  and  was  paid 
for  them.  The  arrangement  meAe  with  them  was  that 
they  should  pay  their  own  railway  fare  and  provide  their 
own  refreshments. 

Mr.  Arthur  Ernest  Ward,  examined  by  Mr.  Cowie.— I 
am  a  solicitor  in  Oxford  and  reside  at  9,  Bevingtoa  Boad. 
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I  have  taken  an  aotive  interest  in  elections,  particularly 
those  of  this  jf^Ar.  I  worked  in  the  1874  election  as  a  volun- 
teer agent.  I  first  began  to  take  an  active  share  in  the  May 
election  on  the  26th  of  April,  I  think.  I  attended  a  meeting 
at  Messrs.  Dayman  and  Walsh'a  office,  at  \i  hich  Mr.  Hall, 
OoLHall, Mr.  Worrell,  Mr.Peppercorn,  Mr.  Dayman,  and 
Mr.  Walsh  were  present.  I  do  not  at  present  remember 
who  else  was  present.  It  was  understood  that  I  should 
take  the  management  of  the  St.  Gi)es*s  district,  as 
I  bad  done  so  at  the  April  election,  and  the  same  after- 
noon I  engaged  my  committee  room  at  29,  St.  Gilestk 
The  staff  was  recommended  to  me  by  my  clerk,  Mr.  Owen, 
who  was  my  private  and  confidential  cleek.  The  clerks 
included  Mr.  Singer,  who  bad  the  superintendence 
of  the  other  clerks,  Mr.  Horser,  Mr.  Clarke,  Mr.  Carter, 
Mr.  Best,  Mr.  Smith,  and  a  boy  of  the  name  of  Wilson. 
I  engaged  another  Committee  Boom  at  Mr.  Singer's  in 
the  Leckford  Boad,  as  there  were  951  voters  in  my  dis- 
trict, and  Smith  and  Wilson  managed  it.  On  the  day 
of  polling  I  had  two  other  clerks  named  Bennett  and 
Truscott.  It  was  underRtood  that  they  were  to  have 
10s.  a  day.  I  think  Wilson  had  a  little  less  than 
the  rest.  The  clerks  had  to  (direct  envelopes,  fill 
up  the  polling  cards,  and  perform  ordinary^  clerks' 
duties,  such  as  copy  inBtructionp,  send  out  circulanr, 
&c.  I  had  rather  a  large  staff  of  messengers  who  came  in 
from  time  to  time.  One  was  Spencer,  who  acted  as  my 
private  messenger  from  the  first.  I  should  think  I  en- 
iraged  five  or  six  mepsenpers  on  the  first  day,  and  on  the 
day  of  the  election  I  should  think  tbe  number  was  doubled. 
I  bad  the  returns  of  the  canvassers  sent  to  me  every  morn- 
ing. They  were  mainly  volunteers.  I  believe  the  list  of  my 
payments  was  handed  to  Mr.  Walsh,  in  whose  hands 
they  are  now,  unless  they  suffered  in  the  general  conflagra- 
tion. Theie  were  five  paid  canvassers,  namely,  Bedford, 
Lewington,  Newport,  Parr,  and  Stowell.  All  payments 
were  made  through  Owen.  I  had  cheques  from  Mr.  Walsh, 
which  I  handed  over  to  him.  The  first  cheque  I 
received  was  on  tbe  firf>t  of  May,  I  think  i*  was  for  302. 
I  took  Owen's  I  O  U  f or  tbe  cheques,  and  I  am  not  sore 
whether  I  have  destroyed  them  (t  not.  I  think  I  received 
another  cheque  for  50l.  I  received  no  other  money  from 
Mr.  Walsh,  or  from  any  other  quarter.  I  handed  the  two 
cheques  to  Owen.  I  gave  him  no  other  money.  I  made 
no  payments  out  of  my  own  money  for  the  second  elec- 
tion. I  have  received  no  fee  for  my  services,  and  I  have 
made  no  claim.  I  think  Mr.  Owen  has  made  a  claim  upon 
Mr.  Walsh.  I  considered  that  the  employment  of  all 
these  clerks  and  messenerers  was  certainly  necessary. 
They  were  not  employed  for  the  sake  of  giving  employ- 
ment.  I  have  seen  the  particulars  filed  by  the  petitioners, 
and  I  know  my  name  ia  connected  with  about  30  oases. 
The  first  name  is  Mrs.  Bichards,  who  is  down  for  8  ga. 
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for  the  Committee  room,  pursuant  to  an  arrangement  1 
made  with  her.  She  has  not  received  anything  yet.  I 
arranged  to  pay  for  extras,  such  as  gas  and  firing,  but 
I  made  no  arrangement  to  give  her  anything  more 
after  the  election.  George  Parr  was  employed  as  a 
messenger,  but  no  special  arrangement  was  made  with 
him.  Harbud,  Alfred  Walker,  and  Edward  Cox  were 
employed  as  messengers.  I  did  not  employ  Wm.  Charles 
Shepherd.  Edwin  Turner  acted  as  a  volunteer  can- 
vasser, and  he  has  not  to  my  knowledge  received  any 
money.  I  think  Arthur  Whitlock  was  ebiployed  at  Sum- 
mertown.  I  did  not  employ  Thomas  Bowden  Green,  and 
I  did  not  give  him  1^  Mr.  Joseph  Draper  was  not  em- 
ployed by  me  a%  canvasser.  Henry  I^wington  was  a 
canvasser,  and  John  Rowland  was  employed  at  Summer- 
town.  Doman,  jun.,  was  a  messenger,  and  was  not 
a  voter,  but  his  father  is  a  voter.  I  think  he  was 
sent  to  me  by  one  of  the  canvassers.  I  might  have 
enquired  whether  they  were  voters,  but  that  did  not 
influence  me.  I  believe  the  majority  of  my  messengers 
were  voters.  I  don't  know  Henry  Paul ;  it  may  be  a  mis- 
take for  Henry  Veal.  Edwin  Turner  is  a  voter.  I  em* 
ployed  Lis  son  on  the  polling  day  only.  James  Best  was 
employed  as  clerk,  as  was  also  Wm.  Clarke  at  10s.  a  day. 
I  did  not  know  that  Clarke  was  paid  10^.  until  I  saw  it 
in  the  particulars.  I  never  gave  any  authority  for  him 
to  be  paid  that  sum,  and  I  should  think  it  includes  an  ac- 
oount  for  flags.  I  have  seen  no  receipts,  and  I  cannot  tell 
whether  he  was  paid  10^.  or  not.  Thos.  Wilson's  father  is 
a  voter,  and  he  was  recommended  to  me  by  my  uncle,  Mr. 
George  Ward.  William  6mith  acted  as  clerk.  James 
▲dcock  was  employed  for  a  portion  of  the  time  as  mes- 
senger, as  also  was  C.  Harris.  There  is  no  charge 
agamst  me  in  the  particulars  with  regard  to  Carter  and 
Spencer.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  Summertown.  Now,  I 
recollect  the  other  day  Mr.  Walsh  gave  Mr.  Owen  40^  on 
account  of  the  first  election,  of  which  he  gave  me  101.  I  was 
401,  oat  of  pocket  over  the  first  election.  I  sent  in  my 
olaim  to  Mr.  Walsh  about  a  week  after  the  first  election, 
but  I  have  kept  no  copv  of  it—I  wish  I  had.  Owen  may 
have  kept  a  copy.  I  had  some  of  the  so-called  forged  ballot 
papers  sent  to  me.  They  were  simpiyused  for  the  purpose 
of  Bhowiug  voters  how  to  vote,  and  had  no  counterfoil. 
GThere  was  no  perforation  to  enable  anyone  to  tear  a  part 
of  it  off.  I  think  it  is  a  serious  accusation  to  bring  against 
a  party  to  say  they  were  intended  to  be  put  in  the  ballot 
box. 

By  Mr.  Cave — ^The  time  for  sending  in  accounts  for  the 
first  election  did  not  expire  until  after  the  second  election 
took  place.  The  outstanding  bills  for  2U.  for  refreshments 
at  the  first  election  refer,  I  think,  to  what  was  supplied  to 
three  Committee  rooms  at  Mrs.  Vines',  St.  Giles',  118, 
Walton  Street,  and  Mr.  Horser's  in  North  Parade.  Idid  not 
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have  more  applications  for  employment  other  than  those  I 
havementionedashavingbeen  employed.  I  sent  clerks  work 
to  Singer*s  Committee  room,  which  might  possibly  have 
been  d  ine  at  Richard^s  room.  Singer's  room  was  taken 
about  two  days  after  we  began,  and  it  was  taken  at  his 
suggestion.  All  the  canvassers'  reports  were  made  to 
Bicbard's  Committee  room.  The  district  is  rather  a  large 
one«  and  a  register  was  kept  at  Singer's  room  for  the  con- 
yenience  of  the  canvassers.  I  do  not  think  th-re  was  any- 
thing else  there.  I  do  not  remember  having  seen  the 
account  produced.  Beckley  supplied  refreshments  at  the 
second  election.  He  keeps  the  Pheasant  publichouse. 
My  clerks  went  there  after  the  work  of  the  day  was  over 
for  refreshments.  I  did  not  know  that  rffreahments 
came  from  Knibbs's  or  from  Hall  and  Co.  Mr.  Allnutt 
is  the  manciple  at  St.  John's,  and  was  a  very  active  can- 
vasser. I  think  there  were  voters  in  my  district  who  were 
non-resident,  and  I  could  give  the  names  if  I  had  the 
register.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  Howell  receiving  5s. 
for  coming  from  Bicester,  or  J.  B.  East,  3s.  Bedford  and 
Co.'s  Hccount  was  for  refreshments.  I  made  no  arrange- 
ments for  a  breakfast  on  the  day  of  the  poUinsr.  The  can- 
vassers went  to  Mr.  Bedford's  bou<3e,  and  I  authorised  him 
to  take  them  there  instead  of  to  a  pubUchou»e.  I  think  I 
askf d  the  canvassers  to  provide  for  a  sufficient  number  of 
brink/ ers  up.  On  the  day  of  the  election  I  went  about  to 
the  different  districts. 

By  Mr.  Ridley  —  The  ballot  paper  produced  may  be 
the  same  size  as  the  legal  ballot  paper.  It  never  occurred 
to  me  that  there  was  an  excessive  employment  of  voters 
or  that  treating  was  going  on.  I  first  neard  of  it  from  the 
evidence  which  has  been  given.  I  employed  more  men  at 
the  first  election.  I  found  a  difficulty  at  the  second  in 
obtaining  men,  in  fact,  so  much  so  th  it  I  had  to  send  to 
another  Committee  room  for  a  messenger.  I  did  not 
know  that  men  were  hanging  about  the  Committee  rooms. 
I  have  never  seen  Matthews,  and  did  not  know  there  was 
such  a  man  in  Oxford. 

Mr.  William  Owen,  examined  by  Mr.  Kidley,  said, — 
I  am  clerk  to  Mr.  Ward.  At  the  election  I  was 
the  managing  clerk  at  the  Committee  room  for  the 
St.  Giles's  district  at  JEtichard^'.  I  had  a  room  up- 
stairs with  Mr.  Ward,  and  I  had  to  generally  act  under 
his  orders,  and  see  that  his  instructions  were 
carried  out.  I  had  to  receive  the  reports  of  the  canvassers, 
and  I  engaged  the  clerks.  I  have  all  my  papers  at  home. 
I  had  nothing  to  conceal,  and  no  reason  to  destroy  them. 

The  witncBS  was  instructed  to  fetch  the  papers. 

^  Mr.  Charles  Mabbatt,  examined  by  Mr.  Cave,  said— I 
live  at  45a,  Great  Clarendon  Street,  and  was  engaged  in 
the  Jericho  district  at  the  elections  under  Mr.  Gregson. 
Mr.  West  assisted  at  odd  times.    I  made  some  payments 
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andengftged  almost  the  whole  of  the  clerks  and  messengi^rs. 
The  Committee  room  was  at  Mr.  Garlicky  Walton 
Crescent.  Peedell's,  Bossom's,  Gardner's,  nor  Davis's 
were  used  as  Committe  rooms.  I  kept  no  ac- 
counts, but  simply  received  the  money  and  paid  the 
men.  I  informed  Mr.  Gre^ison  of  the  payments  I  made. 
I  know  nothing  i*t  all  about  the  accounts.  I  received  money 
from  Mr.  Dayman  on  the  first  election — two  102.  no'es.  At 
the  second  election  I  got  either  862.  or  682  fiom  Mr.  Draper 
on  the  Friday  after  the  election,  and  gave  an  account  of  it  to 
Mr.Gregson.  Ireceived  no  money  from  Mr.  Giegson.  Imade 
the  payments  to  the  men  as  far  as  the  money  went,  and 
Mr.  GroKSon  finished  them  on  the  Saturday.  I  ent^aKcd 
about  100  persons,  many  more  than  was  nece>-sary 
for  the  work  to  be  done.  I  refused  many  on  several  occa- 
sion'*, but  they  bothered  me  until  I  put  them  on,  as  they 
said  they  had  nothing  to  do.  I  have  received  no  money 
myself  up  to  the  present  time.  I  thii.k  Mr.  Walsh  said 
there  was  a  sum  of  222.  crediti>d  to  me,  and  it  in  for  bills 
which  I  have  sent  in.      I  do  not  know  what  amount  I  am 

Snt  down  for.  F.  Mabbatt  was  one  of  the  clerks,  and  is 
own  for  152.,  but  he  only  had  52.,  being  paid  at  the  rate 
of  108.  per  day.  I  have  sent  in  a  small  claim  on  account 
of  a  man  who  has  not  been  paid.  Newport  is  th^  man, 
and  he  has  sent  in  a  claim  for  refreshments  62.  Is.  6d., 
which  he  supplied  *to  canvassers  and  bringers-np  on  the 
day  of  election.  ToUitt's  fare  was  paid  trom  Wantage, 
and  his  expenses.  Brown,  a  clerk,  has  not  been  paid, 
nor  has  Forster  or  F.  Mabbatt,  personation  agentt<.  Mrs. 
Mabbatt  supplied  refreshments  because  some  of  the  can- 
vassers refused  to  go  to  Newport's  I  have  charged  52.  as 
my  expenses,  money  which  I  spent  on  bot  h  elections.  I  was 
asked  tor  money  for  little  matters  which  I  could  not  get 
out  of  the  general  fund  at  all  times.  I  do  not  think  J.  A. 
Smith  had  an  account  with  my  Committee  room,  and  I 
know  nothing  of  30  buckets  of  paste  for  the  room.  I  do 
not  know  anything  of  Kemp's  account,  12s.  8d.  for 
refreshments.  I  know  Edward  Collingn.  I  saw  him 
at  the  last  election  several  times  in  the  Committee 
room,  Walton  Crescent.  He  was  a  man  no  one  could 
trust,  and  I  never  gave  him  a  penny.  I  employed  him 
three  days  after  the  canvassing  began,  and  he  was  engaged 
as  a  messenger  at  Ss.  a  day.  After  the  election  he  asked 
for  more  money  and  I  refused  to  give  him  any,  saying  he 
had  been  paid  by  Mr.  Gregeon.  I  know  Samuel  Johnson. 
I  was  at  Phillips's  publichouse  in  Nelson  Street  during 
the  election.  Johnson  asked  me  if  I  was  going  to 
give  him  a  job.  I  said  no,  we  have  more  men 
than     we     can   employ.      He     said    if    you    do    not 

E've^  me  a  job  I  shall  go  to  the  Liberals.  I  told  him  to  go. 
e  is  a  man  who  will  take  a  good  many  half -pints,  but 
never  returned  it.  I  lent  him  l^d.,  but  I  di^tinotIy 
told  him  it  was  not  for  his  vote.    I  saw  Philip  Payne 
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on  several  occanons.  I  don't  think  he  has  a  vote.  I  did 
not  treat  anyone  else  to  a  glass  of  beer  daring  the 
election.  If  I  met  him  outside  the  Court  he  might 
say  "  Ain't  yon  going  to  ran  us  in."  I  deny  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Buckell  that  we  took  Stanbrook,  Shurrock,  or 
Pacey  away  from  the  Liberals  by  means  of  employment. 
These  men  were  employed  by  me  at  the  April  election. 

Mr.  OwfU  recalled,  said  the  books  produced  are 
those  I  kept  during  the  election.  At  the  second 
election  the  clerks  at  Richards'  Committee  room  were- 
James  Singer*  William  Spencer,  William  Clarke, 
Wm.  Smith,  E.  Wilson  (a  boy),  Robt.  Staples,  Horace 
Best,  C.  Horser,  and  myself.  The  payments  made  to  them 
were:— Singer  (not  paid);  Spencer,  5^  ;  Clarke,  5^.;  the 
payment  of  101.  to  Clarke  covered  Horser's  claim  becauee 
he  is  a  voter;  W.  Smith,  10^,  that  covers  the  payment 
to  Best ;  E  Wilson,  21.  10s.  ;  Staples,  11.  10s.  The  fol- 
lowing were  messengers  :  A.  Doman,  1/.  15s. ;  Rawlins, 
21, 10s.  ;  H.  Veal,  21. ;  H.  Godfrey,  21.  10s. ;  C.  Harris, 
2/.  153.  ;  Chas.  Harbud,  21.  lOs.  ;  C.  Mott,  21.  lOs.  ;  C. 
Brooks,  1^.  5s.  ;  Hitchings,  2/. ;  Edward  Cox,  U.  ;  T. 
Betts,  15s. ;  W.  Sutton,  1^.  5s.  ;  T.  Green.  2L  ;  Edney, 
12.10s.  ;  and  a  man  from  Abingdon,  i^hose  name  I 
I  don't  know,  10s.;  E.  Jackaon,  5^.  ;  J.  Jackson,  51.  ;  A. 
Walker,  21. ;  and  Geo.  Parr,  21.  lOs.  It  was  my  practice 
not  to  take  receipts  directly  from  voters,  but 
through  a  non-voter.  I  paid  the  check  clerks, 
Bennett  and  Truscott.  The  lattt>r  had  a  guinea, 
and  I  don't  remember  what  the  former  had.  Percy 
Oripps  was  engaged  on  the  election  day,  and  received 
lOs.  6d.  I  paid  St«>well  Zl.  10s.  for  canvassing  ;  Bedford, 
who  did  the  district,  engaged  15  men  at  the  charge  of  5 
guineas,  and  he  provided  refreshments  at  his  own  house, 
for  which  he  had  sent  in  a  bill ;  Mr.  J.  Baxter  10  guineas 
for  providing  bringing  up  voters  in  the  north  of  Oxford  ; 
E.  Turner,  91.  lOs.  ;  the  bringers-up  were  m^n  who  lived 
in  the  district.  I  paid  cab  fares  at  different  times 
amounting  to  62.  7s.  6d.  All  these  accounts  were  sent  to 
Mr.  Draper.  I  received  1002.  from  Mr.  Draper  ;  the 
cheque  was  made  out  to  Mr.  A.  Ward,  and  he  endorsed 
it  and  handed  it  to  me  ;  251.,  101.,  152.,  32.,  22.,  and  402. 
I  received  about  ten  days  Ago.  I  may  have  received 
another  102.  or  152.  from  Mr.  Ward,  but  the  account  of 
what  we  received  and  paid  shows  that  we  are  £137  out  <^ 

Socket.  I  may  have  had  a  cheque  for  £50  on  the  3rd  of 
lay  to  pay  arrears  of  the  first  election.  We  had  not 
enough  clerks  or  messengers  in  the  Committee  room. 
I  knew  Payne  was  taking  men  on,  but  I  did  not 
know  the  extent.  I  borrowed  six  or  seven  men  of  him 
occasionally.  I  saw  men  drinking  at  his  house.  I 
Uiought  they  paid  for  it,  but  I  knew  they  were  paid  as 
messengers.  I  did  not  know  what  Mr.  Calcutt  was  doing 
at  the  election.    He  always  takes  an  interest  in  working 
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Jericho.  I  was  strongly  in  favour  of  having  a  body  of 
men  at  Payne's',  because  Jericho  Houae  and  Bichards'  . 
were  close  by,  and  that  was  the  centre  of  the  rowdyism 
of  Oxford  at  the  time  of  the  election.  (Laughter.) 
We  had  a  Committee  room  opposite  the  former,  and 
on  one  occasion  Colonel  Eall  was  grossly  insulted  or 
mobbed  and  his  umbrella  knocked  out  of  his  hand,  and 
our  canva«i>erf*  refused  to  go,  even  in  twos.  We  wanted 
when  Jericho  House  turned  out  their  division  to  turn  out- 
curs  to  counteract  them.  I  guessed  there  were  more  men 
employed  at  Payne's  than  was  nec<-ssary.  I  did  not  know 
who  was  finding  the  money  to  pay  the  men.  In  resi)ect 
of  the  second  election  there  are*  some  accounts  that  have 
not  been  paid. 

Mr.  Cave— I  have  gone  through  the  accounts,  and  I 
cannot  make  out  that  you  have  paid  more  than  111^.  out 
of  160^. 

Witness— The  other  would  be  for  arrears  of  the  first 
election.    201,  would  be  for  Beckley's  bill  for  refreshments. 

The  President— £ut  that  is  among  the  outstanding, 
claims. 

Witness-^We  have  paid  it. 

The  President— Then  you  had  no  business  to  put  it  in 
as  an  outstanding  claim. 

Witness — I  paid  some  messengers  who  were  employed 
at  the  fif  st  election  out  of  the  money  I  received.  1  have 
not  kept  separate  accounts  for  the  two  elections.  The 
lOOZ.  cheque  was  on  Parsons  and  Co.'s  bank. 

Mr.  Cave— Your  account  is  not  satisfactory  as  to  what 
you  have  received  and  expended.  Tou  must  make  out  a 
fist  of  it  all.  I  land  a  bill  from  Hall  and  Co.,  for  12.  6s.  ; 
what  was  that  for? 

Witness  —  That  is  refreshments  for  the  Committee 
room,  and  also  at  my  own  bouse.  (Laughter.)  We  kept 
men  to  watch  at  night,  to  see  that  the  poor  voters 
were  not  tampered  with,  and  I  used  to  have  the 
spirits  to  give  them  a  glass  of  grog.  (Laughter.)  I, 
made  some  cash  payments,  but  I  nave  nothing  to  show 
for  it.  I  did  not  keep  the  accounts  with  the  accura^ 
that  I  should  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business.  We 
had  two  legal  agents  at  th«  firnt  election. 

Mr.  Bobert  Thomas,  Stanley  Koad,  a  private  tutor,  said 
— ^I  have  been  living  in  Oxford  five  or  six  >ears,  and  I 
took  an  interest  in  the  contest  in  May.  At  the  meeting  at 
the  Boebuck  Mr.  Walsh  was  in  the  chair.  It  was  arranged 
that  I  should  take  charge  of  Cowley  parish  with  Mr. 
Peppercorn.  I  received  the  reports  of  the  canvassers.  A 
Committee  room  was  at  Gordon's,  and  Mr.  Monger  waa 
my  principal  clerk.  The  other  clerk  was  Mr.  Phillips. 
The  Hon. .  Mr.  Parker,  Mr.  Padbury  King,  and  Mr. 
Stratton  arsis' ed  me.  There  was  a  room  in  Hurst 
Street,  rented  of  Mr.  Kempson,  and  also  another 
on  the  Cq;wley  Boad,   belonging  to   Mr.  Tanner,  and 
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Mr.  Brewer's  on  the  Iffley  Road.  Mr.  Tame  was  in 
<^arge  of  Hurst  Street.  I  told  the  chief  cleric  to 
keep  a  list  of  the  Committee  rooms,  clerks,  and 
messengersj  and  return  them  to  Mr.  Walsh,  and  I  believe 
a  correct  list  was  supplied.  About  thirty  or  forty  mes- 
aengers  were  employed.  I  did  not  arrange  for  the  pay- 
ment of  cletks  and  messengers.  The  clerks  received 
'7s.  6d.  and  the  messengers  5s.  There  were  three  extra 
check  c'erks  on  the  day  of  election.  I  should  think  there 
were  fifty  messengers  who  were  employed  as  "  orderlies" 
on  the  polling  dav  to  prevent  the  voters  being  molested. 
I  have  eince  heard  that  some  refreshments  were  supplied 
on  the  polling  day,  but  I  know  nothing  of  it.  I  nave 
heard  they  were  supplied  in  a  room  of  Mr.  Evans',  opposite 
the  polling  station.  I  r^cei^ed  401,  during  the  week  pre- 
vious to  the  election.  It  was  paid  in  two  cheques  drawn 
by  Mr.  Wal-h.  I  have  no  account  of  it,  but  the  money 
was  paid  from  time  to  time  as  necessity  arose.  The  401, 
was  paid  principally  for  messtfugers  and  some  for  cab  hire. 
I  think  I  paid  between  52.  and  62.  of  my  own  money.  I 
don't  think  I  am  out  of  pocket  more  than  that.  I  did 
not  claim  for  personal  services. 

Mr.  Cave  asked  the  witness  to  make  out  a  list  of  the 
Oowley  accounts.  Mr.  Walsh  had  stated  that  there  were 
outstunding  accounts  in  the  district  to  the  amount  of  2102. 
He  nhould  likn  to  knotv  how  the  2502.  had  been  expended. 
The  accoun's  of  the  Cowley  district  weie  the  mont  incom- 
plete of  any  they  had  had  at  present.  Could  he  help  l^e 
'Commissioners  as  t<>  h  'W  the  sum  was  made  up  ? 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  was  afraid  he  could  not.  He 
would  give  all  the  assistance  iu  his  power.  There  had 
been  very  little  expended  in  the  Cowley  district. 


TENTH  BAY.— WEDNESDAY,  Oct.  13. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Payne  was  recalled. 

Mr.  Cave —Your  list,  which  has  been  sent  in  to  me,  is 
not  satii^f  actory.  You  must  call  together  the  people  who 
assisted  you,  and  with  their  assistance  and  your  own  recol- 
lection you  must  make  out  a  list  ehowing.  not  only  the 
number  of  persons  and  their  addresses,  but  also  the  amount, 
which  was  given  to  them.  The  numbers  here  are  com- 
paratively few,  there  are  only  about  20,  and  that  certainly 
IS  not  enough  for  the  Commissioners.  You  must  call  those 
to  ^our  aid  who  assisted  you  at  the  election  and  make  out 
a  list  of  them. 

Mr.  Payne  —  I  regret  that  I  made  a  mistake  in 
one  particular.  It  has  been  represented  in  the  papers  that 
1  paid  for  the  Jericho  and  Summertown  Committee  rooms, 
I  thought  I  had  done  these  people  an  injury,  and  that  it 
wtm  best  to  put  that  statement  before  you.    The  houses 
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ID  Jericho,  8L,  and  tfaoae  in  Soxninertown,  52.,  hme  not 
btenpaid. 

Mr.  Cave — We  were  not  under  the  impreesion  that  you 
pud  th«iD.  We  were  ander  the  imrares8i«>n  that  they  were 
unpaid  elaims.  Yon  have  stated  that  which  waa  Smith's 
home,  the  Dake  of  WeDington,  was  used  for  the  porpofe 
oftreatioR? 

Mr.  Payne — ^Tes.  At  least  it  was  my  opinion  that  it 
was.  How  that  came  into  my  bead  I  certainly  do  not 
know,  but  it  was  entirely  incorrect.  As  far  as  I  could 
I  have  given  what  I  thought  was  a  correct  list.  I  have 
been  vety  anziona  to  put  this  matter  straight. 

Mr.  Thomas  recalled,  said  a  statement  had  appeared  in 
the  Chronicle  that  2502  had  beeo  expmded  in  the  Cowley 
district.    2502.  bad  not  been  expended   but  was  a  sum 
that  had  to  be  accounted  for.     In  reference  to  Mr  Wood- 
ward, it  was  stated  his  house  had  been  used  for  eleo« 
tioneering  purposes.     This  has  not  been  done,   and  aa 
secretary  of  a  building  society  he  has  never  influenced  a 
ringle  person  to  vote  on  the  Conservative  side.  I  have  only 
been  able  to  collect  two  or  three  bills,  and  I  present  them 
to   you.      If    the    Cowley   accounts    were  incorrect    it 
was  because  they  were  not  "cooked."      If  all  the  dis- 
tricts bad'  been    as  pure   as   Cowley,  Mr.    Hall   would 
not  have  been  unseated,  and  the  Commissioners  would 
nt>t  have  been  here.      George  Purser  called  at  the  Com- 
mittee rov>m.  and  stated  he  had  lost  a  child,  and  spent 
the  last  shilling  in  the  burial,  and  would    be  only   too 
thankful  if  I   could  give  him  assistance.    Knowing  his 
diaracter  I  gave  him  no  assistance,  neither  did  I  brilM 
him,  and  I  did  not  sf>nd  a  message  to  him  to  say  I  wanted 
to  see  him.  I  did  not  put  ba?fa-8overeigti  in  his  hand  ;  all 
that  is  perfectly  false.    I  did  not  engage  his  room  as  a" 
committee  room.   I  positively  refused.  I  gave  him  neither 
employment  nor  money.    I  hired  a  room  of  Edward  £van» 
on  the  pollinsr  day.  I  did  n- 1  make  a  bargain  as  to  what  he' 
was  to  be  paid.     I  employed  Alfred  Green  as  a  messenger. 
He  was  paid  at  the  rate  of  5^,  a  day.     Matthew  Barnes' 
was  a  messenger.    I  think  I  gave  him  something  extra  for 
acting    as  an    *' orderly"  on  the    polling  day.     Edward' 
Gollings  was  to  prevent  the  Conservative  voters   being 
intimidated  by  the  Radical  roughs.  If  he  has  stated  be  had 
32.  10s.  for  the  polling  day  it  is  not:  true.  I  think  it  is  likely 
I  gave  him  12.    It  is  untrue  that  I  gave  Alfred  Johnstone 
money  at  Hone's  publichouse.  O.  Butler,  Bulliogdon  Koad, 
was  a  meegenger.     He  might  have  receive' l  32.  altogether. 
A  man  named  Bruton  wax  employed  as  a  messenger.  The 
only  occasion  that  I  wa^  at  Mr.  Hone's  wan  when  Mr.  Hall 
■poke  there.    No  one  was  put  in  charge  of  l^anner's  Com- 
mittee  room  because  it  was  not  needed.    There  was  ii& 
Committee  engaged  at  the  h'  u^e  of  a  man  named  D«-nny, 
and  there  is  no  such  man  in  the  parish.     It  is  a  misrepre- 
lentation  on  the  part  of  the  Liberals.  Henry  Harvey,  Jame» 
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Street,  ia  unknown  to  me.  I  only  saw  one  CoUings  at  my 
house  and  that  v^as  Edward.  I  believe  Bushnell,  who  kept 
a  publichonse,  was  a  messenger,  but  by  misrepresentation 
his  license  was  not  renewed.  Most  of  the  messengers  were 
engaged  as  '*  orderlies"  on  the  election  day  and  received 
extra  payment.  There  were  two  Martins  employed,  and  I 
believe  both  were  voters.  Boddinsrton  was  a  biJl  poster 
and  messenger.  I  can  quite  fancy  he  received  some- 
thing for  going  about  at  night.  Wall  was  engaged 
to  keep  order  on  the  polling  day,  and  I  gave  him 
ten  shillings  and  a  sovereign  at  my  house  in  addition. 
I  do  not  remember  Cook,  of  Jericho.  I  never  gave  him 
money  at  the  Boebuck  Hotel ;  that  is  a  gloss  again.  After 
the  poll  was  declared  I  was  present  at  Hone's  when 
some  of  the  men  were  paid.  I  don't  remember  Oliver 
Brickneli  or  Edward  Itogers  being  engaged  as  mes- 
sengers. Thompson,  a  painter,  did  a  little  canvassing 
in  the  evening,  but  he  has  not  been  paid.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Conservative  Association,  and  many 
of  the  members  did  the  best  they  could  volun- 
tarily. Kempson,  of  Hurst  Street,  came  to  me  and 
stated  he  was  thoroughly  disgusted  with  the  Liberals,  and 
he  should  be  a  Conservative  henceforth,  and  would  do 
the  best  he  could  for  us.  His  room  was  engaged.  I  think 
Harris  is  the  name  of  the  man  who  came  with  him.  I 
believe  Sergeant  Smith  employed  him  as  a  bill  poster. 
He  sent  in  a  claim  which  I  forwarded  to  Mr.  Walsh, 
but  I  do  not  know  what  it  was  for.  Kempson,  when  he 
came  to  me  iirst,  said  he  did  not  want  any  remuneration. 
I  was  present  when  Mr.  Draper  paid  Kempson.  I  think 
it  was  about  7L  15s.  I  understood  that  a  further  claim 
was  sent  in  to  Mr.  Walsh.  I  cannot  believe  it  was 
14^.  17s.  6d.  G  dfrey  was  a  bill-poster.  John  Hunt 
had  charge  of  the  Committee  room  at  Mr.  Brewer's; 
I  regarded  bim  as  a  volunteer ;  he  has  not  been 
paid,  and  I  don*t  know  whether  he  expects  any- 
thing. Kelly  worked  as  a  canvasser.  I  don't  know 
what  his  bill  was  .for  flsg  staffs.  John  Chandler 
was  a  bill-poster ;  he  had  5s.  a  day  and  something  extra 
for  night  work.  John  Cooper  was  a  messenger.  Chandler 
might  have  been  employed  as  a  messenger.  Edw.  Cooper, 
greengrocer,  was  employed  as  a  messenger,  and  on  the 
polling  day  was  engaged  as  checking  clerk.  He  received  a 
guinea  for  being  a  clerk.  I  think  there  was  a  man  named 
Fitehett  employed  as  messenger.  I  cannot  say  whether  he 
was  employed  the  whole  of  the  time.  I  don't  know  any- 
one named  Izzard  who  was  employed. 

Mr.  Cowie— Did  you  enquire  if  they  were  voters  ? 

Mr.  Thomas — My  advice  was  to  employ  as  many  as  we 
could  who  were  not  voters,  but  the  necessity  of  the  case 
put  us  into  the  position  of  employing  voters  because  there 
were  many  of  Uiat  character  out  of  work,  and  they  were 
anxious  to  get  something  to  do. 
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Mr.  Cowie— Were  the  majority  of  those  employed 
voters  ? 

Mr.  Thomas — I  am  afraid  such  was  the  case. 

Mr.  Cowie — Did  you  thiok  it  might  influence  their 
votes? 

Mr.  Thomas — I  did  not  think  anything  ahout  it.  My 
impression  was  that  all  who  were  employed  were  Con- 
servatives, and  they  had  no  extra  pressure  that  would 
influence  their  votes.  I  thought  they  would  vote  for  Mr. 
Hall  whether  they  were  employed  or  not,  and  it  was  for 
no  illfgal  purpose  that  I  employed  them.  There  were 
many  employed  on  the  Liberal  side  who  were  Liberals, 
aod  on  our  side  who  were  Conservatives,  but  not  for  the 
purpose  of  influencing  their  votes.  It  might  probably  have 
influenced  their  votes,  but  it  was  not  my  intention.  They 
were  employed  out  of  a  kind  of  generous  feeling.  (Laughter.) 
It  was  told  me  a  great  number  of  men  were  employed  by 
the  Liberals,  and  as  there  was  a  large  number  of  Con- 
servatives out  of  work  we  employed  some  of  them.  I 
have  not  given  away  money  or  authorised  it  to  be  given 
for  any  other  purpose  but  what  I  have  stated.  I  worked 
with  Mr.  Peppercorn.  As  a  matter  of  fact  I  did  not 
know  that  Mr.  Pt-ppercom  was  engaging  men.  Mr. 
Padbury  King  also  assisted.  As  far  as  I  know  he  was 
not  engaging  or  paying  anyone. 

Mr.  Cave — In  the  outstanding  accounts  there  is 
Benwell  7U.  9s.  9d.  for  flags,  and  lOL  Is.  6d.  for  personal 
services.   Do  you  know  what  the  personal  expenses  were  ? 

Mr.  Thomas — Mr.  Benwell  assisted  in  canvassing,  and 
acted  as  a  clerk  on  the  polling  day.  The  sum  of  76/.  9d.  9d. 
is  a  part  of  the  210/.  outstanding  in  my  district.  The 
only  item  in  Tanner's  bill  for  which  I  hold  myself  respon- 
sible is  22.  for  his  room.  I  should  think  no  one  ordered 
the  other  things  ;  one  of  the  items  is  for  a  species  of  flag. 

Can  you  make  out  the  species  ?— I  am  afraid  I  can't. 
(A  laugh).    Perhaps  he  means  merino. 

Examination  continued — Bentham  is  the  man  referred 
to  by  Mr.  Buckell  as  a  friend  of  his.  I  think  he  was 
employed  during  the  first  election.  The  claim  of  IQL  for 
services  did  not  pass  through  my  hands.  He  must  have 
presented  it  to  Mr.  Walsh  without  my  knowing  it.  I 
think  it  is  likely  I  employed  him  myself.  I  don't  exactly 
Bee  the  reason  he  did  not  send  the  account  to  me,  unless 
it  wa4  that  he  was  engaged  by  Mr.  Walsh  to  dog  the  steps 
of  a  man  named  Xnight.  Albert  Savage  is  a  non-voter, 
smd  was  employed  as  a  canvasser,  but  whether  he  has 
been  paid  or  not  I  can't  say.  I  forwarded  the  claim  to 
Mr.  Walsh.  Hall's  account  for  making  flas  poles  has 
been  sent  to  me.  I  believe  Mr.  Benwell  nnderstood  that 
it  was  the  wish  of  the  Committee  that  he  should  supply 
flags.  I  knew  it  was  illegal,  so  I  gave  him  no  definite 
order.  Smith's  biU.712.12s.6d.  for  flags, would-be  in  the  same 
category  as  Mr.  Benwell.    He  keeps  a  pubUchouse  on  the 
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Cowley  Road  and  is  a  pensioner.  I  believe  his  trap  was  used 
on  the  polling^  day.  If  be  supplied  refreshments  to  tho 
amount  of'  51,,  I  suppose  he  expec  s  to  be  baid  for  them, 
but  we  were  against  refreshments  in  the  Cfowley  di«tricth 
There  is  also  an  account  to  GrorJon  of  151,  lis.  for  colours; 
making  a  total  of  1602.  for  flags  for  St.  Glement*a 
and  Cowley  district.  I  suppose  Smith  distributed  flags 
where  he  pleased.  I  don't  know  why  Smith's  bill  was 
made  out  to  the  Cowley  Committee.  I  only  received  two 
cheques  of  202.  each  for  the  election.  I  can't  give  yon 
a  full  account  of  how  the  money  has  been  expended. 

Mr.  Cave — We  shall  require  a  Ii»t  of  the  names  and 
addresses  of  those  who  received  anything,  and  the  amount 
and  statement  of  the  outstanding  claims  ? 

Mr.  Thomas— I  will  do  so  as  near  as  I  can  from 
memory.  Gordon  has  not  been  paid  for  his  Committee 
room  so  far  as  I  have  seen. 

Mr.  Cave — ^There  seems  to  be  a  receipt  from  Mr.  Gor« 
don  for  71, f  for  bis  Committee  room  ? 

Mr.  Thomas — He  was  not  paid  by  me.  I  never  saw  this 
receipt  until  now. 

Mr.  Cave— Can  you  explain  the  fact  of  that  bill  bein^ 
Btil'  du**? 

Mr.  Thomas — I  cannot.  I  don't  know  anything  about 
tha*.  I  don't  know  whether  or  oot  Evans  has  been  p^id  | 
be  may  have  been.  I  should  be  pleased  If  you  would 
snppiy  me  with  a  list  of  the  persons  reported  not  to  havo 
been  paid.  Kempson,  I  think,  was  paid  71,  15s.  I  saw 
bim  sign  a  receipt.  I  don't  know  whether  Brewer  has  been 
paid.  I  have  not  paid  him.  I  never  gave  authority  and 
Bever  engaged  a  room  at  East's,  in  James  Streef^ 
'Alderton,  m  the  Ballingdon  Boad,  is  not  in  Cowley 
parish. 

By  Mr.  Bidley — I  regard  the  Cowley  parish  as  favour- 
able to  the  Conservatives.  There  are  602  voters  in 
Cowley  district,  and  we  reckoned  on  a  majority  oiE 
about  50.  The  St.  Clement's  end  is  Badicalj  and 
the  other  end  is  much  in  favour  of  Conservatism^ 
being  the  better  part.  We  had  more  vote  for  us  in 
3iay,  because  we  were  better  organised.  Many  people  in 
ihe  April  election  were  under  the  impression  that  Mr^ 
Hall  would  get  in,  therefore  they  did  not  go  to  the  poU, 
but  when  the  May  election  came,  we  impressed  upon  the 
voters  the  absolute  necessity  of  all  of  them  polling.  I 
should  say  we  employed  more  people  in  Mav. 

Mr.  Ridley — Do  you  think  that  taking  Cowley  parish 
only,  40  messengers  were  necessary  to  work  the  election? 

Mr.  Thomas— Well,  I  should  think  probably  that  a  leas 
nnmber  would  have  sufficed. 

Mr.  Ridley— Can  you  explain  to  me  bow  it  was  that  yon 
employed  more  than  were  necessary  ? 

Mr.  Thomas— I  cannot  offer  any  explanation,  but  that 
it  was  intimated  that  the  laberalfl  were  taking  on  a  great 


Ill 

number,  and  our  men  were  willing  to  get  admetbing  to  do. 
and  it  was  partly  becaase  they  needed  work,  and  ehouKl 
have  something  to  do.  I  saw  a  great  number  of  oolouni 
about  on  the  Liberal  side,  and  even  children  were  covered 
with  Liberal  colours,  but  children  did  not  wear  Conser- 
T%tive  colours,  I  suppose  owing  to  the  bettt^r  sense  of 
our  party.  (Laughter)  The  polling  booth  was  in 
Princes  Street.  £  vans'  room  was  almost  exactly  opposite 
the  polling  booth.  Ha  vine  got  Evans*  room  we  gave  up 
Tanoer's  in  the  sense  of  not  going  there.  I  Bhould  say 
Tanner  has  not  been  paid,  judgint^  from  the  affectionate 
note  he  s^nt  me  recently.  (Laughter.)  Gordon's, 
Tanner's,  Kempson's,  and  Brewer's  were  the  four  Com- 
mittee rooms.  I  don't  know  anythiog  of  Mr.  Carter's 
room.  That  is  another  glof>s  I  presume  on  the  part  of  the 
Liberals.  I  have  been  informed  Mr.  Peppercorn  engaged 
Carter's  room  as  a  posting  statioo,  but  I  was  not  aware  of 
that  fact. 

Mr.  Gorden  Dayman,  examioed  by  Mr.  Cave,  said, — I 
am  a  solicitor  praoribing  in  Oxford,  and  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  Walsh.  I  took  part  on  the  Conservative  aide 
in  the  last  eledlion  in  May.  I  was  not  pr«'8ent  at  any 
meeting  to  decide  whether  Mr.  Hall  should  come  forward 
to  oonteat  the  scat  before  Monday,  the  26 th  of  April.  I 
ean't  say  when  I  first  heard  it  was  intended  to  contest  the 
Beat,  bat  I  think  it  was  the  result  of  that  meeting.  I 
went  there  by  the  purest  accident  in  the  world.  Mr. 
Walsh  attended  the  meeting  in  the  first  instance,  and  I 
expected  to  see  him  afterwards  to  know  the  result,  bat 
not  seeing  him  I  went  down  to  enquire  about  it,  and  then 
I  found  Mr.  W%lsh  had  gone  home,  and  I  was  asked  to 
remain.  That  was  on  the  Monday.  The  meeting  was  at 
Mr.  Evetts'  house. 

Up  to  the  time  of  your  going  to  the  meeting  were  yon 
nnder  the  impression  there  was  not  to  be  a  contest  ?-«I 
was. 

At  the  meeting  did  Mr.  Evetta  make  a  statement  of 
the  result  of  his  visit  to  London  ?-^When  I  got  there  I 
beard  that  the  party  in  London  were  willing  to  snbsoribe 
8k000{.,  towards  the  expenaea  of  the  oonteat  if  Mr.  Hall 
would  stand. 

Did  Mr.  Evetta  give  you  a  cheque?— No.  I  atipulated 
for  a  larger  sum  than  3,000Z. 

What  did  you  stipulate  for?— Originally  for  4,(XX)2., 
but  under  great  pressure  at  that  meeting  I  stipulated  for 
3^600^.  and  the  reaaon  why  I  added  the  500^.  was  this  :  I 
Imew  nothing  about  the  Section  accounta  or  how  the 
money  waa  spent,  for  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
elections,  but  the  reaaon  why  I  atipulated  for  an  extr» 
500^.  waa  that  the  party  were  considerably  indebted 
to  members  of  their  own  party  for  pecuniary  expenditure 
and  asaiatanoe  which  they  had  rendered  during  twelve 
yean  in  municipal  elections,  at  leaat,   ao  I  was  told. 
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I  did  not  know  that  any  expenditure  had  taken  place.  I  was 
told  that  it  was  a  fact  it  was  so,  but  it  was  admitted  that  a 
considerable  sum  was  due  for  expeoditare  of  money  for  the 
past  twelve  yoars.  I  felt  that  it  was  impossibl^the  sums 
that  were  st-ited  to  be  due  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  spent 
them  could  be  paid,  but  something  ought  to  be  paid  on 
account  if  it  was  possible,  and  the  only  chance  of  these 
gentlemen  receiving  any  thinis^  was  to  raise  it  at  the  time  oC 
the  excitement  of  aa  elecion.  and  with  that  object  I  pro- 
posed another  5002.  should  be  raised  amongst  ourselves. 
The. object  was  t(5  pay  off  these  old  debts. 

What  was  the  effect  of  that  suggestion? — I  should 
mention  that  I  did  not  go  into  detail  ai  I  have  now, 
the  feeling  in  the  room  was  that  Ihere  was  no  possible 
chance  of  raising  the  5002.  I  was  requested  to  see  Pro- 
fessor Burrows,  who  had  always  acted  in  the  kindest 
way  to  us.  In  walking  home  I  called  at  his  house,  and  I 
found  he  was  out.  I  left  him  a  note  written  in  ^reat  Laste, 
telling  him  what  had  passed,  and  I  l«ft  the  thing  entirely 
in  his  hands.  That  was  on  the  Monday,  and  about  half- 
past  ten  at  night. 

Now,  coming  back  to  the  meeting.  Trom  whom  had 
you  been  informed  there  was  money  due  to  the  party  for 
expanses  in  municipal  elections  ?— I  had  been  informed  of 
it  by  a  hundred  people.  I  can^t  say  anyone  in  particular. 
We  were  not  only  informed  by  the  persons  themselves, 
but  we  enquired  of  those  competent  to  judge,  and  they 
all  admitted  there  was  something. 

Were  any  names  given  of  the  persons  to  whom  money 
was  owinkf  ? — Yes. 

Whose  ?— Mr.  Wells  was  the  principal  name  mentioned. 
Mr.  Calcutt  was  another,  and  there  were  one  or  two  more. 
There  were  also  Mr.  Juggins  and  Mr.  Hobdell. 

Was  any  sum  mentioned  as  being  due  ?  —These  gentle- 
men had  mentioned  sums  they  had  spent.  The  amounts 
were  la'-ge,  and  those  to  whom  I  mentioned  the  matter 
thouifht  sc,  but  as  far  as  I  can  make  out,  Mr.  Wells's 
estimate  was  rather  under  the  mark. 

What  WAS  the  sum  mentioned  in  respect  of  Mr.  Wells  ? — 
I  believe  Mr.  Wells  mentioned  £500  that  he  had  spent 
in  municipal  contests.  I  know  nothing  of  these  contests, 
because  I  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  them  in  any 
shape. 

Were  sums  mentioned  as  having  been  spent  by  the 
other  gentlemen  ?— Yes. 

Can  you  give  us  them  ?— Mr.  Calcutt,  I  understood, 
Sjpent  1,0002.  at  least,  and  tike  same  with  Mr.  Juggins. 
That  was  the  estimate  in  their  own  minds,  but  I  have  no 
doubt  it  was  an  exaggerated  estimate,  as  these  estimates 
nsuaUy  are. 

Mr.  Wells's  estimate  you  understood  to  be  rather  under 
the  mark  than  over  it  ?-> Yes,  I  was  told  so.  I  did  not 
know  myself. 
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Was  there  any  other  gentleman's  name  mentioned 
with  figures?— I  can't  mention  any  other  gentleman's 
name  at  this  moment. 

And  your  object  was  not  to  repay  these  sums,  because 
obviously  5001  would  not  do  it,  but  to  raise  something 
towards  it  ?— Yes,  as  an  acknowledgment  from  the  party. 
It  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  debt  of  honour,  and  we  as  a  party 
were  bound  to  recognise  it  in  some  way. 

You  wrote  this  letter  to  Capt.  Burrows — is  that  Pro- 
fessor Barrows  ? — Yes. 

Did  you  receive  any  answer  ?— No  ;  bnt  on  Tuesday 
morniDg,  when  I  came  to  the  office,  I  found  Proft* ssor 
Barrows  and  a  number  of  gentlemen,  whose  names  I  can't 
mention  now,  because  I  don't  recollect  them,  assembled 
there,  and  they  at^reed  to  raise  £500,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
afterwards  the  whule  thing  passed  out  of  my  hands  into 
my  partner's. 

Did  you  receive  a  cheque  for  3,0002.  from  Mr.  Evetts  ? — 
I  can't  say  I  recollect  having  a  cheqne  at  all.  It  might 
have  be<:>n  handed  to  me,  but  I  have  no  recollection  of 
receiving  it. 

You  kuow  3,000^  came  from  London.  Do  you  know 
how  it  came  ?— How  it  eventually  came  I  know. 

How?— Some  three,  fonf,  or  five  days  afrer  the  election 
began  a  Mr.  Matthews  called  on  me  with  3,000  sovereigns 
in  bags.  I  asked  him  why  he  had  brought  the  money  to 
me,  and  he  said  he  had  been  sent  by  some  members  of 
the  Committee. 

He  said  so  ?— So  I  understood,  but  I  told  him  that  I 
would  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  money.  I 
did  not  mean  to  have  any  portion  of  it  in  my  hands,  and 
the  best  thing  he  coold  do  with  it  was  to  put  it  in  a  tin 
box  and  take  it  to  the  bank.  I  sent  across  to  an  iron- 
mt^n^er's  and  got  a  tin  box,  and  Mr.  Matthews  and  my 
clerk  wenl7  with  it  to  the  bank.  I  absolutely  declined  to 
have  aD3rthiDg  to  do  with  it. 

Was  the  tin  box  locked  or  not? — It  was  locked,  and  I 
gave  the  key  to  Mr.  Matthews. 

Did  any  cheque  of  £3.000  pass  through  your  hands  ? — 
Not  to  my  recollection  or  belief.  It  could  not  have  done 
BO  without  my  knowing  it. 

Mr.  Evetts  stated  that  he  sent  you  a  cheque  for  3,0002. 
— He  might  have  handed  it  to  me,  and  I  should  have 
hauded  it  to  Mr.  Walsh,  but  how  it  came  to  be  turned 
into  gold  I  have  no  knowledge. 

Have  you  your  pass  book  ? — ^Yes,  but  it  would  not  help 
you  at  all.     It  never  went  through  my  account. 

Did  you  receive  3002.  ?— No. 

Y<u  are  perhaps  aware  Mr.  Walsh  stated  you  did ?— 
That  is  a  mistake  of  his. 

Can  you  account  for  it  at  all  ?— No,  except  he  has  made 
a  coufufion  perhaps  in  his  own  mind  about  the  moneys  I 
have  had  for  the  payment  of  these  old  debts.  I  should  tell 
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yoQ,  as  Boon  as  I  had  authority  to  apply  money  to  the  pay- 
ment of  these  old  debts,  I  went  to  the  Old  Bank  and 
told  them  that  we  intended  to  apply  the  private  eub- 
sonptions  in  tke  place  towards  that  particular  purpose. 

The  subscriptions  given  to  the  elect 'on  account? — 
I  told  them  to  open  a  No.  2  account  with  that  money, 
and  I  anked  as  we  had  subscriptions  promised  to  the 
amount  of  300^  and  over,  to  allow  me  to  draw  300?.  at 
once  on  that  particular  No.  2  account. 

Whose  name  was  the  No.  2  account  in?— My  own^ 
No.  2  account. 

Have  you  got  your  pass-book  of  that  account  ? — I  have 
not  had  time  to  get  it. 

We  should  like  to  see  it. — Certainly. 

When  Mr.  Matthews  came  to  you  did  he  mention  any 
one's  name  as  having  seen  him  ?— No. 

Did  be  say  where  he  came  from  ? — He  said  he  came 
from  London. 

And  had  got  30007.  in  a  box  ?— Of  course  I  knew  where 
it  came  from. 

How  did  you' know? — Because  it  was  discussed  at  our 
meetiofif. 

What  was  said  about  it  at  the  meeting  ? — Nothing  more 
than  3,0007.  had  been  subscribed. 

Did  Mr.  Evetts  say  he  had  been  to  London  ?— No.  I 
don't  recollect  it. 

Have  you  some  better  notion  than  yon  have  given  ns  how 
Mr.  Matthews  came  to  bring  3,0007.  ? — I  can  give  you  no 
further  information. 

^  Had  you  seen  him  before  ? — Never  before  in  my  life.  I 
did  not  know  his  name  when  he  came  to  me.  He  had 
been  in  the  Committee  room  at  the  Boebuck,  and  seen  my 
partner,  Mr.  Walsh,  so  it  was  a  sort  of  introduction 
to  me. 

When  was  it  ?— I  can't  tell  you  from  memory,  but  three 
or  four  days  after  the  Mond&y. 

How  long  did  he  remain  with  you  on  that  occasion? — 
He  was  there  perhaps  half-an-bour. 

Then  had  you  anything  else  to  do  with  this  money 
beyond  having  it  placed  in  a  tin  box  and  taken  to  the 
bank  ?— I  had  nothmg  whatever  to  do  with  it  except  re- 
ceiving from  Mr.  Matthews  607.  and  507^  in  order  to  pay 
those  old  debts,  the  subscriptions  not  having  come  in. 

When  did  you  receive  that  ? — That  must  have  been  in 
the  course  of  that  very  week. 

On  the  same  day  he  brought  the  money  ?— No.  It  was 
not  the  same  day. 

How  long  afterwards  ? — Within  a  day  or  so. 

You  received  from  Mr.  Evetts  1107.  When  did  you 
receive  that  ?~It  came  out  of  the  gold  in  the  boxes.  It 
was  paid  to  me  in  gold. 

How  did  you  apply  it?— I  will  tell  you  how  I  applied 
the  whole  of  the  money.    Having  the  3002.,  as  soon  as  I 
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found  I  ooold  do  sometfaiog  towMrdfl  iMying  these  old 
debtF,  I  8fDt  for  Mr.  Galcutt  and  Mr.  Wells.  I  told 
them  both  that  the  party  were  very  anxioas  for  a  lonff 
time  to  make  eome  recognition  of  the  fact  that  they  haa 
spent  money  of  their  own  which  ought  to  have  been  re- 
paid to  tiiem.  I  explained  to  them  that  we  were  sorry  we 
bad  not  the  fnnds  to  repay  all  they  had  paid  nn  aoconnt  of 
the  party,  but  I  was  prepared  to  make  an  offer  to  each  of 
them  of  the  amount  that  could  be  paid.  I  propofted  t«>  pav 
Mr.  Gaicutt  lOOf.,  and  Mr.  Wells  1602.  But  I  added 
that  it  must  be  on  the  express  understandinf?  that  the 
money  I  paid  to  them  on  that  occasion  had  notiiing  to  do 
with  the  then  pending  election,  aiid  that  it  was  not  to  be 
epent  in  any  i^ape  or  way  in  th(*  election,  and  it  was 
only  on  that  understanding  they  had  the  money.  After 
some  discussion,  they  both  seemed  inclined  to  accept  it, 
and  I  agreed  to  pay  it  in  a  day  or  two.  I  should  say  that 
Mr.  Galcutt  smiled  a  little,  and  I  inferred  that  he  supposed 
I  would  say  one  thing  and  mean  another,  so  I  checked 
iiim.  I  told  him  he  had  known  me  long  enough  to  know 
that  I  did  not  say  one  thing  and  mean  another,  I  made 
liim  distinctly  understand  that  not  a  shilling  was  to  be 
■pent  in  the  election. 

When  did  this  conyersation  take  place? — In  Uie  same 
week.  Now,  to  go  to  another  matter,  because  it  involves 
the  payment  of  one  sum  of  money  to  Mr.  Goodson,  who 
liad  been  a  very  active  supporter  of  Mr.  Hall  in  the  eleo- 
lioF  of  1874,  and  who  was  well  known  in  the  large  district 
of  Jericho.  I  thought  it  was  very  important  he  should  be 
employed  at  the  election  in  May,  because  I  had  heard  all 
sorts  of  rumours  of  the  way  things  went  on  at  the  G«»m- 
mittee  rooms.  So  I  went  for  him  and  asked  hivi  whethw 
he  would  undertake  the  supervision  of  all  that  was  going 
OB,  not  only  in  the  Gommittee  rooms  but  the  canvass,  ana 
devote  the  whole  of  his  tine  until  the  polling  was  over  in 
the  district  of  Jericho,  taking  in  St.  Giles*.  After  some 
consideration  he  said  he  would.  I  sa  d  what  money  pay« 
ment  will  you  accept  to  cover  everythiner,  your  own  per- 
sonal expenses  and  loss  of  time  ?  He  said  he  should  have 
to  employ  persons  here  and  there  and  he  did  not  think  he 
oonld  do  with  less  than  501,  I  said  I  don't  think  that  ex- 
oessive,  and  I  agreed  he  should  have  it«  Thereupon  I 
went  to  the  Old  Bank  on  Numbw  2  account  for 
9001,  SOI.  I  paid  to  Mr.  Goodfion ;  that  was  notpaii 
until  a  day  or  two  afterwards.  1502. 1  took  to  Mr.  Wellaf 
House,  and  not  finding  him  at  home  I  gave  it  to  Biis. 
Wells  and  told  her  what  the  money  was,  and  to  put  it 
•way,  and  that  no  portion  of  it  was  to  be  used  in  the 
<oleotion  that  was  to  take  place.  I  went  to  Mr.  GtdcattVi 
^Qse  and  left  the  1002.  with  his  wife  in  the  same 
way.  That  disposes  of  the  3002.  I  drew  from  the  No.  2 
-••coiint  at  tjhe  Old  Bank.  A«  to  the  other  two  sums  I 
paid,  one  was  a  sum  of  602.  to  Mr.  Juggins  in  respect  of 
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the  old  debt  he  claimed  from  the  party,  and  the  other  sum 
of  602.  I  paid  to  Mr.  Hobdell.  Mr.  Hobdell  had  some 
•eight  or  nine  years  ago  been  reqaested  by  hia  party  to 
stand  for  a  mnnicipal  contest,  and  very  mnch  to  his 
inoonyenienr*e  and  against  his  wish  I  believe  he  did  stand. 
The  end  of  it  was  he  was  defeated,  and  he  spent  1202.  in 
the  contest,  and  not  a  farthing  had  been  returned  to  him. 
No  donbt  that  was  a  very  great  grievance,  and  a  very  jnst 
one.  I  told  him  I  could  not  possibly  pay  him  the  1202., 
but  I  could  manage  602.  if  he  would  accept  it.  He  said 
he  was  perfectly  satisfied,  and  I  paid  him,  and  there  was 
an  end  to  it. 

The  602.  you  paid  to  him  ;  was  that  received  from  the 
Mr.  Matthews  f^That  was  the  iden^cal  money  I  received 
from  him,  and  so  was  Mr.  Juggins's.  That  accounts  for 
the  two  sums  received  from  Mr.  Matthews. 

Where  did  ymi  get  the  3002.  paid  to  Messrs.  Groodson, 
Caloutt,  and  Wells? — I  got  it  from  the  subscriptions 
raised  amon/st  ourselves. 

How  much  of  that  did  you  receive  from  Professor 
Burrows  ?— I  received  about  2692.  or  2702. 

Was  that  a  portion  of  the  3002.?— Yes.  This  was  the 
No.  2  account,  which  dealt  with  the  3002.  only. 

What  was  the  amount  of  the  other  subscriptions  ? — ^I 
-could  not  tell  you  at  this  moment.  I  don't  think  the  whole 
amounted  to  5002. 

What  was  done  with  that  sum  ? — Some  has  gone  to  pay 
some  of  the  election  accounts  since  the  election  was  over. 
I  think  a  cheque  for  some  election  debts  was  given  jost 
before  I  left  Oxford. 

Were  they  handed  to  the  persons  who  had  the  claims  ? 
— I  think  BO. 

Does  the  pass  book  shew  all  the  moneys  received  except 
1102.  from  Mr.  Matthews,  and  all  the  moneys  you  have 
expended  with  reference  to  the  May  elections  ?— It  shews 
all  the  money  I  received  but  not  expended. 

Why  not  ? — ^Because  Mr.  Walsh  and  I  expended  money 
of  our  own. 

Can  you  tell  me  what  moneys  of  your  own  you  have 
expended  in  addition  to  the  sums  you  have  received  ?— I 
can't  at  once  give  you  the  figures,  but  it  amounts  to 
something  over  4002 ,  I  believe,  but  that  includes  a  sum 
of  502.  wmch  I  lent  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  Payne. 

When  did  you  lend  that?— He  said  ne  had  some  con- 
<eiderable  claim  against  Mr.  Hall,  and  that  he  was  very 
hard  up  and  wanted  money  to  pay  the  brewers,  and  wae 
in  great  distress.  I  told  him  I  was  very  sorry,  but  I  had 
no  money  connected  with  the  election,  and  that  it  was 
not  in  my  power  to  pay  money,  and  1  had  no  means  of 
doing  so,  but  if  502.  was  of  any  use  to  him  I  should  be 
happy  to  lend  it  him. 

That  was  after  the  polling  day  ?— Yes,  just  before  the 
^tition. 
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I  think  Mr.  Payne  has  put  it  the  week  after. — It  may 
be  that. 

How  was  that  given  ? — ^By  cheque. 

That  appears  in  your  pass  book  ? — The  coonterfoil  wonld 
show  it. 

Did  you  overdraw  the  No.  2  account  ?— I  began  to  over- 
draw it. 

Is  it  overdrawn  at  the  present  time?— No.  I  told  the 
bankers  how  I  stood.  I  said  I  knew  that  subscriptions  had 
been  promised  to  the  amount  of  nearly  3002.,  and  I  anked 
them  to  allow  me  to  anticipate  that  by  drawing  a  cheque 
for  3002. 

And  that  cheque  was  disposed  of  in  ths  way  you  told 
us  ?— That  was. 

Now  as  to  the  4002.  odd.— That  was  provided  out  of 
their  own  money. 

Did  you  sign  a  promissary  note  for  5002.  ? — I  did. 

In  whose  favour? — I  did  not  read  it. 

You  have  no  idea  who  advanced  the  money  ?~Yes,  Mr. 
Martin. 

Who  is  Mr.  Martin  ? — He  is  a  gentleman  in  London. 
I  believe  he  is  a  Secretary  of  one  of  the  Clubs  in 
London.    I  think  it  is  the  Junior  Carlton  Club. 

Oan  you  tell  me  the  time  you  signod  that? — About 
two  months  ago,  or  rather  more. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— I  sent  one  of  my  clerks  to  the  bank.  I 
sent  a  messenger  to  ask  the  bankers  to  keep  the  money 
which  I  received  in  a  safe  place. 

You  f*ay  Mr.  Matthews  brought  you  some  money  out  of 
the  3,0002.  ?— He  had  the  key  of  the  box.  He  was  the 
person  who  brought  the  money  here. 

Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Mr.  Walsh  was  in  error 
in  saying  that  he  gave  you  3002.  out  of  the  3,0002  ?— I  do 
not  think  Mr.  Walsh  was  aware  that  I  had  opened  the 
No.  2  account,  and  the  payment  I  had  made  to  Mr. 
Wells  and  Mr.  Goodson  had  been  made  out  of  that  ac- 
count and  not  out  of  the  election  money.  I  cannot 
account  for  Mr. Walsh  saying  that  he  had  the  3002.  out  of 
the  30002.  I  never  saw  John  Savin  during  the  time  of 
the  election.  I  do  not  know  Edward  Stonehill.  William 
Savin  is  a  man  who  gets  hia  living  by  drainage  work,  and  I 
have  for  the  last  20  years  employed  him.  Very  soon  after 
this  election  began  X  had  a  note  from  the  Central  Commit- 
tee room.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  it  said  that  this 
man,  John  Savin,  had  a  vote  in  respect  of  a  house  at  Sum- 
mertown,  that  at  the  last  election  he  had  voted  for  the 
liberals,  and  asking  me  to  see  the  father  and  induce  the 
father  to  induce  the  son  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  It  happened 
that  at  that  time  Savin  was  doing  some  work  for  me  at  my 
bouse,  and  the  morning  I  received  the  letter  I  called  Wm. 
Savin  to  me,  and  I  then  said  to  him  I  wanted  to  speak 
about  his  son's  vote.  He  then  said  he  could  not  under- 
stand how  it  was  that  his  son  liad  changed  sides  at  the  last 
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•lectiott,  beoawM  they  had  always  rot^d  for  the  Sqnlre, 
and  this  time  he  would  see  that  he  did  so.  I  said,  **  Na, 
I  don*t  ask  for  that  for  one  moment."  I  said  I  should 
not  wish  him  to  do  that.  All  I  wanted  was  for  him  to 
persuade  his  son  to  vote  for  the  Squire.  I  nnver  p»id  th» 
father  or  anyone  in  the  family  otherwise  than  for  work 
which  they  did.  I  instruct.^d  him  to  pay  these  draina<(o 
tills.  TTpon  his  returning  I  gave  him  the  amount  of  his 
labour,  and  5».  to  it.  I  gave  him  that  in  addition  to  the 
amount  piiid  for  his  labour.  There  wan  a  dispute  about 
the  bills,  for  if  he  had  paid  one  he  would  have  paid  22.  14i». 
more  than  was  right.  He  told  me  he  had  not  been  able  to 
eettle  the  bill,  and  he  returned  the  whole  of  the  money 
to  me. 

By  Mr.  Ridley— The  3,0002.  in  the  bank  was  in  Matthews* 
name.  Nobody  else  could  have  taken  any  money  out  d 
it.  He  brnn|<ht  me  1102.  I  can't  tell  the  exact  day,  but 
it  was  in  the  we«'k  in  which  the  election  was  begnn. 

Mr.  Ridley — This  post  book  beam  the  dates  of  the  5th 
of  May  on  one  side,  and  the  3rd  of  May  on  the  other  ?— It 
must  have  been  before  than  that  I  had  the  1102. 

By  Mr.  Cave  —I  never  had  anything  out  of  the  box 
except  the  1102.  Mr.  Matthews  gave  me.  I  do  not' 
know  who  had  the  other  money.  I  did  not  state  to  Prof. 
Burrows  what  the  money  was  wanted  for.  Profes^OT'- 
Burrows  might  have  had  some  for  the  purine  of  the  May 
election.  I  wa?  aware  that  he  applied  to  his  friends  tot 
subscriptions  for  the  May  election. 

Mr.  Walsh  was  then  re-called.  In  answer  to  Mr.  Cave 
he  said— You  see  I  have  always  spoken  with  reserve  with 
regard  to  this  £300,  and  I  wonld  ask  you  whether  anything' 
could  be  more  painful  than  to  take  a  different  view  of  the 
matter  to  what  Mr.  Dayman  has  ;  but  I  am  unable  to 
give  any  account  of  the  i^OO. 

Mr.  Cave — You  see  out  of  this  £3,000  which  came  dows 
from  London  there  is  £300  missing  ?— You  see  I  have  only, 
been  able  tc  do  it  by  means  of  enquiry  in  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Dayman,  and  I  stated  nncler  reserve 
that  Mr.  Dayman  must  have  had  it  for  this 
reason — that  it  was  Mr.  Matthews  who  gave  him- 
the  key  of  the  box.  My  own  opinion  is  that  it- 
was  Franklin  who  took  the  box  down  to  Messrs.  Par- 
sons, Thomson,  and  Co.'s  bank.  I  fancy  that  Frank- 
lin, by  direction  of  Mr.  Draper,  gave  him  the  key, 
ana  I  think  that  must  have  been  somewhere  about  the 
second  or  third  day  of  May,  because  at  that  time  I  began 
drawing  on  the  account  for  the  district  agents.  I  am  un- 
able to  give  any  satisfactory  account  as  to  where  this 
3002.  has  gone.  Mr.  Draper  said  he  received  the  cheque 
for  the  3.0002.,  and  he  handed  it  to  Mr.  Matthews  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  the  money,  and  I  have  a  distinct  re- 
ooUection  that  I  went  away  and  said  that  I  would  have 
noUiing  to  do  with  it.    That  is  the  only  history  I  can  give 
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with  refl^ard  to  tbe  3,000/.  Afterwards,  finding:  that  I 
wanted  money,  it  appears  that  I  went  down  on  the  5th. 
When  I  went  down  there  I  received  the  key  undoubtedly 
from  FrankUn.  As  far  as  roy  memory  (foee  I  did  not 
expect  to  find  more  than  2,7002.  :  and  I  think  Mr.  Day- 
man is  wrong  in  bis  opinion  that  Messrs.  ParBono,  Thom- 
son, and  Co.,  would  not  have  admitted  Mr.  Matthews,  or 
anyone  else  but  myself,  for  the  purpose  of  gettinfi:  that 
3,d00Z.  There  were  about  27  bags  of  1002.  each.  I  made 
a  note  at  the  time,  and  then  destroyed  it  with  the  rest  of 
tile  things.  There  was  no  name  on  the  box  in  which  the 
money  was  placed.    I  never  saw  tbe  3,0002. 

Mr.  Draper  was  called,  he  said— I  bad  the  cheque  in 
my  posse-sion,  the  amount  of  which,  3,0002.,  >I  received 
from  Mr.  Dayman.  I  believe  it  was  on  the  Wednesday 
in  the  week  before  the  polling  day.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  payable  b^  order  or  bearer.  It  was  placed 
away  in  the.  cat»n  box  during  the  night  In  the  morning 
I  fetched  it  and  handed  it  to  Mr.  Matthews.  I  don't 
know  by  whose  direction  I  did  so.  I  knew  that  he 
was  going  to  have  the  cheque.  I  knew  Mr.  Matthews 
because  I  bad  previously  seen  him.  I  saw  Mr.  Matthews 
on  Wednesday,  on  the  day  I  received  the  cheque.  It 
would  be  abiiut  7  or  8  in  tbe  evening.  That  was  the  first 
occasion  of  my  seeing  Mr.  Matthews.  He  came  to  see 
Mr.  Walsh  and  I  saw  him.  He  asked  for  Mr.  Walsh  more 
particularly,  but  he  not  being  at  home,  I  believe  he  saw 
Mr.  Dayman.  The  following  day  I  told  Mr.  Dayman 
he  had  called,  and  he  said  you  must  hand  that  cheque  to 
Mr.  Matthews. 

Mr.  Cave— What  did  you  know  of  Mr.  Mattiiews  that 
you  could  trust  him  with  a  cheque  for  30002.  ? 

Mr.  Dayman — I  was  informed  that  he  came  from 
London  from  the  Junior  Carlton  Club. 

Mr.  Cave— But  you  would  not  hand  a  man  a  cheque 
who  only  said  that  he  came  from  the  Junior  Carlton 
Club.  X  want  to  know  what  made  you  tell  Mr.  Draper 
to  hand  the  cheque  to  Mr.  Matthews  ? 

Mr.  Dayman— I  very  much  doubt  whether  I  gave  him 
the  order. 

Mr.  Walsh— I  certainly  refused  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  cheque,  and  that  was  why  I  did  not  presume  to 
get  it  changed  into  cash. 

Mr.  Cave— I  want  to  know  how  the  cheque  for  30002. 
came  to  be  handed  to  Mr.  Matthews  ? — My  own  opinion 
is  that  I  did  not  order  tbe  cheque  to  be  handed  to  Mr. 
]^atthew8.  It  was  handed  to  him  because  he  was  well 
undert- tood  to  be  coming  down  to  Oxford ;  it  is  impossible 
to  say  exactly  at  that  time.  We  knew  who  Mr. 
Matthews  was. 

Mr.  Cave — I  want  to  know  from  whom  you  acquired  the 
knowledge  of  him  ?— Ton  must  allow  me  to  reflect  and  see 
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what  I  know  about  it.  I  think  the  first  time  I  heard  oE 
him  was  a  telegram  from  him  from  somewhere,  I  don't 
exactly  know  where  at  present,  saying  that  he  was  ooming 
in  the  name  of  Matthews,  and  it  referred  in  some  measure 
to  bushels  of  corn. 

Mr.  Oave—To  whom  was  it  ad(ire<>ised  ? — I  am  terribly 
afriiid  of  giving  you  the  wrong  name  at  present.  I  should 
say  that  it  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Evetts— that  is  my 
noti  >n. 

Mr.  Cave — Still  I  fail  to  see  why  you  should  entrust 
Matthews  with  £3,000  for  the  purpose  of  the  elec  ion? — 
We  certainly  had  some  information  that  somebody  was 
comiDg  down  to  assist  us  in  the  election. 

Mr.  Oavo — From  w  lom  was  th«  cheque  received? — 
Do  you  oblige  me  to  answer  that  question  ? 

Mr.  Gave— Yes.— Mr.  Charles  Martin,  Secretary  of  the 
Carlton  Club.  He  did  not  in  any  way  mention  Mr* 
Matthews'  name. 

Mr.  Owen  then  came  into  the  box,  and  said  he  had 
found  all  the  original  I.O.U's  of  which  he  had  spoken. 
I  cannot  put  dates  to  the  payments  I  made.  The  names 
are  there.  We  are  £20  to  the  bad  from  the  items  handed 
to  you.  Receipts  were  given  for  these  amounts,  and  they 
were  handed  in  in  the  usual  course.  I  received  £55  from 
Mr.  Ward.  He  received  £80,  and  be  accounts  for  the 
balance  by  saying  he  handed  it  to  me  since  in  different 
Bum-t.  ^  He  did  not  hand  me  the  cheque  for  £30.  and  I 
have  his  authority  for  saying  that  he  was  mintaken  about 
that.  The  £100  was  with  reference  to  the  fir^t  election. 
I  got  a  cheque  for  £40  a  few  days  aso  from  Mr.  Walsh. 
This  was  about  the  26th  or  27th  of  September,  leaving 
£26  19:4.  6d.  out  of  pocket.  I  sent  in  my  claim  to  the 
time  that  the  eleccion  petition  was  about  to  begin.  The 
payments  we  are  now  upeaking  of  are  illegal  payments, 
and  were  not  returned  in  the  published  accounts. 

The  cost  of  the  register,  cabs,  and  Committee-rooms, 
stamps,— these  are  not  illegitimate?— No,  Sir,  but  I  speak 
of  the  larger  amounts— of  the  payments  to  clerks  and 
messengers. 

Mr.  Draper,  re-called  and  examined  by  Mr.  Cave — I 
had  the  cheque  for  £3,000  in  my  possession.  It  was  drawn 
upob  Coutts  and  Co.,  but  I  don't  know  by  whom.  I  got 
it  from  Mr.  Dayman,  I  think,  on  the  Wednesday,  5th  of  ■ 
May.  I  do  not  know  in  whose  favour  it  was  drawn.  Tt 
was  put  in  a  place  of  safety,  and  next  morning  I  brought 
it  out  and  handed  it  to  Mr.  Matthews.  I  should  say  it 
was  either  at  the  direction  of  Mr.  Matthews  himself  or 
Mr.  Dayman.  I  saw  Matthews  at  the  Boebuck,  and  I 
afterwards  saw  Mr.  Dayman  at  night.  This  would  be  oa 
the  Wednesday — ^the  same  day  I  received  the  chequer- 
between  seven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  eveniner.  This 
was  the  first  time  I  saw  him.    He  came  to  see  Mr.  Walsb, 
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and  I  said  yep,  meaning  him  to  nnden>tand  that  I  was 
Mr.  Walsh.  He  then  asked  for  Mr.  Walsh  more  parti- 
colarly,  and  then  he  said  he  would  go  and  see  Mr.  Day- 
man. Next  morning  I  saw  him  again.  The  previona 
evening  I  saw  Mr.  Dayman,  and  I  believe  he  told  me  to 
hand  the  cheque  to  Mr.  Matthews. 

Mr.  Dayman,  how  did  you  come  to  hand  the  cheque 
to  Mr.  Matthews  ? — I  cannot  tell  you  the  reason. 

What  did  you  know  of  him  at  the  time  ? — I  had  been 
informed  who  he  waf,  and  where  he  came  from.  I  was 
told  he  was  from  the  Junior  Carlton. 

Tou  would  not  have  handed  a  cheque  for  three  thousand 
pounds  to  a  man  of  whom  you  knew  no  more  ? — I  am  bound 
to  SB V  I  doubt  having  given  the  order  to  Mr.  Draper  t& 
give  the  cheque  to  Matthews. 

Mr.  Draper — I  cannot  be  positive  about  that;  but  I 
don't  think  Mr.  Walsh  said  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  Walsh,  did  you  give  any  orders  about  it? — I  said 
I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  cheque. 

Did  you  tell  Draper  to  give  it  to  Mr.  Matthews  ?— No  ; 
I  do  not  think  so.  Mr.  Matthews,  it  was  well  under- 
stood, had  come  dowu  to  Oxford  on  certain  business. 

From  whom  did  you  acc^uire  the  knowledge— bis  own 
word? — Certainly  not,  I  did  not  hear  of  him  from  Mr. 
Dayman.  The  first  I  heard  of  him  was  a  telegram  from 
him  to  a  leader  of  the  party.  It  was  to  the  effect  that 
he  was  coming  down  ''with  bushels  of  corn."  I  should 
like  to  think  over  it,  and  make  enquiries.  I  can  give  you 
a  conjecture.  I  think,  perhaps,  it  may  have  been  Mr. 
Evetts.    The  telegram  was  from  Matthews. 

I  still  fail  to  see  why  you  gave  him — a  person  yon  had 
never  seen  before — ^the  £3,000?— We  certainly  had  the 
notion  from  somewhere  that  a  person  was  coming  down 
on  confidential  business.  Mr.  Charles  Martin,  of  the 
Junior  Carlton  Club,  was  the  person  who  gave  me  the 
£1,000,  and  it  was  to  him  I  gave  the  promissory  note  for 
£500.  He  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Junior  Carlton.  I 
have_  no  recollection  that  he  mentioned  the  names  of 
Williams  or  Pegler  to  me. 

Mr.  Draper,  wis  the  cheque  signed  by  Mr.  Martin  ?— 
Ko,  Sir,  I  don't  think  so.  I  cannot  tell  jon.  My  im- 
praasion  is  that  it  was  drawn  to  bearer.  I  have  told  yoa 
all  I  know  of  it.  I  gave  it  to  Mr,  Matthews  to  get  it 
oashed.  I  did  not  look  to  see  whether  it  required  enoorse- 
ment. 

Mr.  Walsh — I  have  been  trying  to  think,  but  I  can't. 
Do  jou,  Mr.  Dayman  ? — No,  1  can't. 

Bat  you  don't  get  a  cheque  for  this  sum  every  day  for 
snch  a  purpose.  And  do  neither  of  you  gentlemen  know 
who  drew  it  ? 

By  Mr.  Bidley— Tou  ssv  it  was  not  signed  by  Mr. 
Martin  ? — I  say  I  don't  think  so. 

Mr.  Cowie  (to  Mr.  DaymaD)— Can  yoa  say  whether  ii 
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cAme  in  a  letter  ?— My  mind  is  a  perfect  blank  on  that 
subject.    I  don't  remember  who  handed  it  to  me. 

Didn't  it  come  in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Evefcta?— Ihave 
not  the  faintest  recollection.  I  am  in  the  habit,  on  re- 
ceiving cheques,  to  enter  the  amount  in  my  cash  book. 
I  have  no  entry  of  this,  because  it  did  not  pa<i8  through 
my  hands  in  any  way.  If  Mr.  Draper  says  he  received 
the  cbeqtie  from  me,  it  must  have  been  a  fe«r  minutea 
after  it  came.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  it  came.  If  the 
cheque  had  been  sent  to  me  I  might  have  been  able  to  tell 
you  ;  but  it  was  not. 

Mr.  W.  Evetts  was  recalled  and  examined  by  Mr. 
Ridley.  Hn  said— I  saw  some  members  of  the  party  at  St. 
Stephen's  Chambers. 

Mr.  Ridley—  Who  were  they  ? 

Mr.  Evetts — Am  I  compelled  to  answer  that? 

Mr.  Ridley— Yes. 

Mr.  Evetts — Will  it  do  if  I  put  the  names  down  on 
paper. 

Mr.  Ridley— You  may  put  them  on  paper,  and  we  will 
connider  whether  it  is  necessary  to  give  them  in  public. 

Mr.  Evetts — (banding  a  paper  to  the  President)  I  believe 
tho$<e  four  gentlemen  were  there.  I  made  the  appointment 
and  telew;raphed  that  I  was  coming.  A  conversation  took 
place  with  regard  to  the  financial  question,  and  I  said  the 
Conservative  agents  would  conduct  the  election  for  3,500^, 
which  they  seemed  to  think  excessive,  and  pressed  me  to 
dd  it  for  less.  Ultimately  I  received  a  cheque  and  returned 
to  Oxford.  I  do  not  think  I  was  present  at  a  meetinfg 
that  eveninsr.  It  wis  settled  that  there  should  be  a  fight 
on  the  receipt  of  my  telegram,  which  was  to  the  effect  that 
the  money  was  all  right.  The  cheque  arrived  on  the  "Wed- 
ne-day  or  Thursday.  It  was  payable  to  my  order.  I 
do  not  know  on  what  bank  it  was  drawn.  I  forwarded  it  to 
Mr.  Dayman  in  an  envelope.  It  was  signed  bv  the 
person  whose  name  is  first  on  the  list.  I  endorsed  it  on 
the  back.  I  have  seen  Mr.  Dayman  several  times  since, 
but  we  have  had  no  conversation  about  the  money.  I 
first  saw  Mr.  Matthews  at  the  St.  Ebbe's  committee-room 
in  Littlegate-street  on  the  Thursday  or  Friday  in  the  first 
week  of  the  election.  He  asked  me  to  point  some 
onb  out  to  him  who  would  take  him  'round  Oxford 
to  the  different  committee  rooms,  and  I  did  so.  I 
believe  the  next  time  I  saw  him  was  in  St.  John  Street. 
I  was  summoned  there  by  him.  It  was  on  the  evening  of 
the  Friday  before  the  poll.  There  was  no  one  there 
but  himself  when  I  arrived.  Nothing  passed  between  us 
before  we  went  out  in  a  hansom.  Wells,  Calcutt,  and 
Payne  were  the  others  who  were  present.  The  business 
trauHacted  r'-lated  to  the  organisation  on  the  polling  day 
He  told  us  to  be  careful  of  the  Birmingham  men,  and  said 
that  personation  was  carried  on  extensively  at  large 
places.    Persooation  was  carried  on  pretty  largely  at  the 
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first  election  by  the  Liberals,  and  we  talked  about  the  way 
to  prevent  it^ namely,  whether  we  should  fight 
the  other  side  with  their  own  weapons  or  not,  but 
he  would  not  entertain  it.  Nothing  was  metttioned 
abr»ut  money.  Wells  and  I  left  together.  I  saw 
Matthews  three  or  four  times  during  the  week.  I 
saw  him  at  the  Central  Committee  ror>m.  I  did  not 
know  at  the  time  that  he  had  a  sum  of  mrney  or  that  he 
had  given  any  either  to  Wells,  Calcutt,  or  Pajne.  I  have 
heard  of  it  since.  I  never  asked  him  to  give  me  anything. 
I  cannot  remember  when  I  heard  that  the  monev  had 
come  down  in  bagp.  It  was  before  the  petition,  but  I 
beli'  ve  after  polling  day  sometime. 

By  Mr.  Cave— Mr.  Matthews  introduced  himself  to 
me  as  havmg  come  from  London  to  assist  us.  He  did 
not  mention  anyone  in  particular  ^ho  had  sent.  him. 
I  put  confidence  in  him  because  I  had  at-ked  them 
to  Bend  Bomfrone  down  to  assist  us.  I  mentioned  Mr. 
Shaw's  name  to  them,  and  they  said  he  could  not  come. 
Mr.  Shaw  had  been  in  Oxford  before  to  aid  ns  in  forming 
associations.  I  think  that  would  be  12  or  18  months  ago, 
and  it  was  in  consequence  of  his  having  been  down 
that  they  asked  for  him.  There  were  three  or  four  gen-, 
tlemen  altogether  who  came  from  different  parts.  Mr. 
Bamsbottom  had  come  previously  from  London.  He 
is  a  kind  af  electioneering  agent.  He  worked  at  the 
Ceutral  Committee  room.  Mr.  Snowden  a)so  came 
from  Londr>n.  I  had  a  letter  from  him  the  othet 
day,  wliict)  I  produce.  (The  letter  was  read  by  the 
President,  and  was  dated  from  the  Beckenham  Conser* 
vative  Association,  and  referred  to  Birmingham  coins 
being  given  to  Liberal  voters,  to  be  ejccbanged  for 
good  coins  of  the  realm  on  the  Tuesday  af  ti-r  the  election. 
It  concluded  by  saying  that  after  the  admissions  of  Mr. 
Walnh  he  did  not  think  his  evidence  would  be  of  much 
good.) 

Mr.  Cave — I  have  consulted  my  colleagues,  and  we 
think  you  must  give  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  whom  you 
saw  at  St.  Stephen's  Chambers  ? 

Mr.  Evetts — I  do  not  say  for  one  moment  that  they  sent 
Mr.  Matthews  down.  Their  names  are  Sir  William  Hart 
Dyke,  Col.  Talbnt,  Mr.  Skene,  and  Mr.  Harvey,  the  latter 
of  whom  took  no  part  in  the  discussion.  He  is  Sir  H* 
Dyke's  secretary.  Col.  Talbot  signed  the  cheque.  I  have 
not  the  least  notion  where  Mr.  Matthews  is  at  the  present 
time.  I  had  ^a  notion  that  he  had  a  part  of  the  3,000{ 
I  knew  that  money  was  going  in  a  certain  direction, 
hot  I  did  not  know  through  whose  hands.  I  knew  that 
Mr.  Wells  and  Mr.  Calcutt  had  spent  large  sums  of 
money,  and  that  they  could  not  conduct  the  eleetioa 
unless  they  had  help.  The  last  thing  that  Mr.  Mat- 
thews said  to  me  was  that  he  was  not  the  "  Man  in  the 
moon,"  but  that  he  was  down  to  see  that  the  money  was 
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■pent  properly.  I  knew  that  Mr.  Payne  also  received 
money.  I  knew  it  went  through  one  or  two  channels — 
Matthews  or  Dayman.  The  matter  was  talked  over  at 
Dayman  and  Walsh's  office,  between  myself  and  Dayman. 
We  considered  who  the  men  were  who  had  done  most  for 
the  party  in  fighting  the  North  Ward  in  the  Towb 
GonndL  Galcutt  and  Wells  have  spent  hundreds  of 
pounds  in  that  way,  and  we  thought  we  could  not  ask 
them  to  spend  any  more.  We  considered  them  the  best 
men  to  put  certain  districts  under,  so  that  the  money 
could  be  expended  in  the  way  they  have  described.  Mr. 
Galcutt  is  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  a  member  of  the 
Town  Gouncil.  Galcutt  and  Wells  were  selected  on 
account  of  their  high  principle  and  respectability,  and  not 
because  they  had  spent  money  to  secure  people's  votes, 
and  so  knew  best  how  to  lay  it  out.  I  thought  ths  money 
wAs  to  recompense  them  in  some  d^ree  for  what  they 
were  out  of  pocket  in  their  loss  of  time  and  trade,  and 
that  it  was  to  go  into  their  pockets.  We  thoui^ht  they 
might  use  the  money  in  whatever  way  they  thought  proper 
in  their  discretion,  and  not  necessarily  upon  the  election. 
I  never  knew  what  instructions  were  given  to  Payne  with 
reference  to  the  employment  of  people.  I  understood 
that  Wells  and  Galcutt  were  to  have  1002.  each  out  of  the 
3,5002.  The  conversation  as  to  the  best  men  for  the  district 
was  before  the  money  came,  but  after  I  knew  it  was  cominfi^. 
I  did  not  know  what  Payne  was  to  have,  I  do  not  see 
that  it  looks  like  giving  other  people's  money  away  to 
Wells  and  Galcutt  for  previous  labours.  We  should  not  have 
been  within  300  votes  of  the  other  party,  if  that  money 
had  not  been  given  to  Wells  and  Galcutt,  because  they 
are  two  of  the  most  influential  men  in  Oxford.  Their 
influence  was  attributable  to  their  having  spent 
most  money  in  the  interests  of  the  party  in  a  per- 
fectly proper  manner.  Mr.  Wells  has  contested  the 
North  Ward  twice,  and  I  believe  was  returned  at  the  head 
of  the  poll  on  both  occasions.  Both  Mr.  Wells  and  Mr. 
Galcutt  retire  from  the  Gouncil  in  the  ordinary  course  next 
November.  When  we  had  the  conversation  about  the 
money  being  given  to  Wells  and  Galcutt  it  was  with  no 
idea  that  people  wonld  be  employed  for  the  purpose  of  .in- 
fluencing their  votes.  The  idea  of  employing  messeogem 
who  were  not  wanted  cropped  up  later.  Wnen  we  first 
started  with  the  election  we  thought  it  could  be  carried 
out  for  3»50O2.  I  knew  that  a  sum  of  3002.  was  to  be 
handed  to  Wells,  Juggins,  Hobdell,  and  Galcutt  to 
reimburse  them.  Originally  it  was  not  contemplated 
that  Mr.  Hall  should  be  at  the  expense  of  anything 
for  the  May  election.  There  was  a  suggestion  made 
at  the  St.  John  Street  meeting  that  the  Liberals  had 
been  guilty  of  personation  at  the  first  election.  One 
caae  was  that  of  Barson.  Another  in  St.  Ebbe,  that  of 
Nntt^  who  personated  his  father.    Taylor  was  personatad 
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in  the  West  Ward.  A  man  named  King,  of  Jericho, 
who  haa  been  dead  bome  time,  had  his  vote  recorded  by 
somebody,  and  there  was  another  case  in  Jericho.  I  have 
been  told  that  Nuttall  took  a  msm  to  the  St.  Clement 
booth  with  a  vote  to  peroonate  another.  I  never  hear^ 
that  there  was  but  £2,700  in  the  box.  I  don't  recollect 
seeing  either  Calcutt,  Wells,  or  Payne  during  the  elec» 
tion. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — ^I  told  tbem  in  London  that  £3,500 
would  be  required  for  the  election,  and*  that  was  based 
upon  the  calculation  of  Messrs.  Dayman  and  Walsh.  I 
had  no  details  as  to  how  that  was  arrived  at.  I  have  no 
idea  as  to  the  way  Wells  and  Calcutt  expended  the  money 
that  was  given  to  them.  I  believe  I  sent  the  cheque  to 
Mr.  Dayman  without  any  accompanying  directions.  He 
knew  it  was  coming.  I  did  not  tell  him  how  to  deal  with 
it.  I  had  not  heard  of  Matthews  coming  to  Oxford  be- 
fore I  sent  the  cheque  to  Mr.  Dayman.  Perhaps  the 
drawer  of  the  cheque  can  inform  me  on  what  bank  it  was 
drawn.  I  did  not  know  that  the  cheque  was  to  be  handed 
to  Matthews,  and  I  never  suggested  it. 

By  Mr.  Kidley— Hobdell  is  an  auctioneer  in  Oxford, 
and  I  believe  he  canvassed  for  us  at  the  election,  bat 
where  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Oave~Mr.  Matthews  did  not  suggest  to  me 
anything  as  to  the  employment  of  people.  He  never  said 
anything  to  me  as  to  how  the  money  was  being  spent. 

Mr.  Dayman — The  account  produced  is  a  short  one. 
There  is  an  item  of  2622.  2d.  which  I  received  from  Prof. 
Burrows,  and  the  other  idde  is  the  item  of  self,  300Z.  It 
is  quito  possible  Mr.  Evetts  sent  the  cheque  in  an  en- 
velope, and  it  raises  a  doubt  as  to  whether  1  did  have  it, 
but  1  have  no  recollection  of  it.  I  have  no  doubt  I  was 
annoyed  at  the  cheque  being  sent  to  me,  as  I  was  not  Mr. 
Hall's  agent,  and  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  me  whatever. 
I  do  not  understand  how  it  was  that  Mr.  Matthews  after- 
wards brought  me  the  money  in  gold.  I  paid  fur  the  tin 
box  out  of  our  moneys,  because  I  was  very  glad  to  gat  rid 
of  the  money.  It  was  to  oar  bankers  that  the  box  went, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  Matthews  was  a  stranger  to  them.  ^  I 
gave  him  no  letter  to  take  to  them  when  I  sent  him  with 
the  money  to  the  bank.  I  sent  a  clerk,  which  was  a  sort 
of  introduction.  If  it  had  occurred  to  me  to  send  the 
eheque  back  to  Mr.  Evetts  I  should  not  have  done  it^ 
because  it  weuld  have  been  an  uncivil  thing  to  do.  The 
pass  book  only  accounts  for  the  sum  which  I  received  from 
Prof.  Burrows.  I  cannot  give  yon  the  names  of  any- 
one who  has  promised  money.  I  have  not  communicated 
with  Prof.  Burrows  as  to  the  rest  of  the  money  which 
he  had  guaranteed,  namely  5002.  I  and  my  partner 
are  out  of  ^cket,  but  I  have  no  reason  at  all 
for  not  applying  to  him  for  the  remainder.  I  do  not 
leooUect  any  conversation  with  Mr.  Evetts  as  to  the  best 
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men  to  place  over  districts.  Everything  had  been 
-started  within  three  or  fonr  days  of  the  election.  0 1  never 
handed  one  sou  to  either  Wells  or  Ca'cutt  besides 
the  150/.  and  100?.  Mr.  Ridley  came  to  me  and  said  he 
had  an  urgent  bill  to  meet,  and  so  I  paid  him  501.  on  ac- 
count  of  hi«<  bill.  I  paid  16/.  to  Howard,  and  other  smaller 
sums,  into  which  I  cannot  go  into  detail.  We  spent  420/. 
out  of  our  own  pockets.  Kidley's  50/.  came  out  of  that. 
[A  great  deal  of  amusement  was  occasioned  by  the  ntory 
of  a  letf-er  which  had  been  recovered  by  Mr.  Walsh  at  »he 
cost  of  20/.  A  man  from  London,  professing  to  have  infla- 
ence  as  an  iu'^arance  agent,  bad  obtained  cboney  for  certain 
purposes  from  Mr.  Walsh  ;  and  Mr.  Dayman  afterwards 
paid  him  by  cheque,  and  sent  a  letter  thankinsr  him  for 
nis  services.  Mr.  Walsh,  who  found  out  the  man  h*d 
swindled  him,  was  horrified  to  find  that  Mr.  Dayman  had 
sent  the  man  a  letter  which  could  be  used  Either  as  proof 
of  agency  or  to  impose  upon  the  party  somewhere  else'. 
Therefore  Mr.  Walsh  sent  a  clerk  to  London  to  get  the 
letter  l)ack,  but  he  had  to  give  20/.  for  it.  Mr.  Walsh  tore 
the  press  copy  of  the  letter  out  of  the  office  letter  book.]  I 
4id  not  know  Howard  from  Adam,  and  I  do  not  kuow 
what-  he  did  for  the  money.  I  sent  him  a  mere  formal 
letter  thanking  him  for  his  service,  as  a  mark  of  civdity. 
I  know  that  Mr.  Walsh  offered  20/.  to  get  that  letter  back, 
and  it  might  have  been  paid^  through  my  London  agents. 
I  have  not  seen  it  since  it  wap  got  back,  and  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  getting  it  back.  Possibly  Mr. 
-Wa'sh  directed  the  money  to  be  paid.  The 
letter  in  the  copy  book  was  destroyed,  becanse  there  was 
such  a  fuss  about  the  letter.  I  believed  I  destroyed  the 
copy  mvself.  1^0  doubt  it  is  a  suspicious  thins;  to  do. 
It  was  before  the  petition  that  I  destroyed  it.  I  burned 
it.     I  have  not  seen  the  original. 

Mr.  Wal^h — I  think  the  facts  are  these.  Fancying  tb9 
letter  was  being  shown  to  the  other  side,  I  instructed 
Mr.  Draper  to  go  to  London  and  see  Mr.  Howard, 
and  he  made  the  extraordinary  demand  of  I7/.  for 
it.  I  told  him  to  get  it  at  any  cost,  and  Mr.  Draper  came 
•way  triumphantly  with  it  for  20/.,  which  we  borrowed  of 
oar  London  a&rent?,  and  I  believe  he  destroyed  it.  Howard 
bad  swindled  me  with  forged  documents,  and  I  was 
determined  that  he  should  not  swindle  another  Conser- 
vative ag:ent  with  the  document.  When  I  saw  Mr. 
Dayman's  letter  in  the  copy-book,  I  was  paralysed,  and 
beside  myself  with  rage. 

'^'Mr.  Dayman — I  should  have  expected  Matthews  t^ 
take  the  money  to  the  Committee  room,  because  Mr. 
Hall's  a^ent  was  there,  and  that  was  the  place  where  the 
iQQoney  was  to  be  disbursed. 

By  Mr.  Ridley  -This  was  the  only  time  at  which  I 
could  have  paid  these  gentlemen  for  their  services  to  the 
party.     It  was   certainly   not  a  carious  thing  to  pay 
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a  debt  of  honour  with^  other  people's  money  under 
the  circamstances  of  this  case.  I  repeated  over  and 
over  again  that  not  a  single  farthing  of  it  was 
to  be  applied  to  the  election,  and  I  had  no  idea  that  any 
of  it  was  so  used.  I  did  not  know  that  money  was  paid 
to  them  through  Matthews.  I  did  not  think  that  so  much 
as  3,5002.  would  have  been  required  for  the  electii>n.  I 
thought  that  3,0002.  would  have  been  epougb.  I  do  not 
recollect  it  being  openly  talked  about  that  any  of  the 
money  was  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  old 
debts.  Mr.  Evetts  was  certainly  present  at  the 
meeting  on  the  Monday  at  his  own  houBe.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  often  receive  cheques  for  3,0002.  My 
recollection  as  to  receiving  this  cheque  is  very  faint 
now.  I  fancy  that  I  must  have  seen  the  cheque  in  open- 
ing the  envelope.  (Laughter. )  I  am  only  ppeaking  of 
what  I  have  been  told.  I  have  a  faint  recollection  now  of 
having  received  the  cheque.  I  knew  that  the  «gold 
which  Mr.  Matthews  brought  was  the  product  of 
the  cheque.  I  did  not  even  liok  '■  at  the  bags 
because  the  money  did  not  concern  me  in  any  way  or  shape 
whatever.  Mr.  Matthews  took  the  bags  out  of  his  pocket 
and  put  them  in  a  chair,  and  I  sent  for  a  box.  I  have 
taken  no  active  part  in  any  previous  election.  I  have 
collected  money  for  the  payment  of  cabs  and  conveyances, 
because  then  such  payments  were  illegal.  I  can  give  no 
reason  why  the  cheque  was  sent  to  me,  and  I  was  surprised 
and  annoyed  that  it  was  so  sent. 

Mr.  Cave — Considering  that  yon  seemed  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  elec  ion  it  seems  singular  that  you  should 
have  been  entrusted  with  such  a  large  sum  of  m<>ney 

Witness — I  should  suppose  that  Prof.  Burrows  would 
have  acquiesced  in  handing  the  money  over  to  the  gentle- 
men named,  to  recompense  them  out  of  the  monev  which 
he  had  got  by  subscription.  I  informed  Mr.  Matthews 
that  I  should  want  1102.  to  pay  off  old  debts.  I  will  let 
you  have  the  accounts  I  have  promised. 


ELEVENTH  DAY.— THURSDAY,  Oct.  14. 

Mr.  P.  Walsh  recalled  said, — I  produce  my  own  private 
pass  book,  the  bank  book  which  belongs  to  the  head  of  my 
family,  and  the  debtor  and  creditor  account,  showing  the 
whole  of  my  transactions. 

Mr.  (Jowie — Can  you  suggest  any  reason  why  the  cheque 
was  sent  to  London  to  be  cashed,  and  brought  down 
to  Oxford  in  gold? — Directly  it  was  reported  to  me  that 
the  cheque  had  been  sent  to  me,  I  kicked  up  a  great  row. 
It  was  not  right,  looking  at  the  relation  in  which  I  stood 
with  the  candidate,  for  these  large  sums  of  money  to  come 
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into  mv  handg,  and  the  whole  of  this  difficulty  has  arisen 
from  Ithe  attempt  to  get  it  into  my  hands,  and  my  desire 
not  to  receive  it. 

Tou  heard  of  the  cheque  being  sent  to  Mr.  Dayman? — 
I  must  have  heard  of  it.  I  have  no  doubt  someone  said  it 
was  so.    I  would  not  deal  with  these  large  sums  of  money. 

If  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  the  election  why  should  yon 
be  afraid  to  have  it  pass  through  your  hands  ?~Do  you 
think  3,500^  could  be  legitimate  expenses  ? 

I  am  asking  you  questions.  If  you  thou^tht  the  money 
was  for  the  purpose  of  the  election,  why  should  jon  be 
afraid  to  have  it  pass  through  your  hands,  you  being  the 
accredited  agent  ?— That  is  asouming  I  thousfht  so. 

May  I  take  it  you  did  not  think  the  £3,500  could  not  be 
required  for  the  legitimate  expenses? — I  think  the  evi- 
dence has  shewn  you  that  3,5002.  could  not  be  expended 
legitimately,  and  it  was  evident  that  I  bad  no  intention 
of  Accounting  for  so  large  a  sum  as  that.  I  was  not  aware 
that  any  part  of  it  was  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Galcutt  and  Mr. 
Wells. 

Why  did  you  not  place  the  whole  amount  that  came 
to  the  election  account  in  one  sum  ? — You  have  to  follow 
the  whole  of  the  reasons  I  have  given  on  account  of 
that.  I  never  had  any  intention  of  accounting  for  so  large 
a  sum  as  that  in  respect  of  the  May  election.  That  is 
dear. 

You  intended  to  apply  some  for  previous  elections  ? — 
No.  I  must  leave  my  partner  to  answer  you  with  rt^gard 
to  thai.  That  was  not  my  intention,  but  it  is  only  fair  if 
you  will  follow  me  for  one  moment  with  regard  to  that.  I 
should  be  disposed  to  tell  the  Commissioners  that  these 
moneys  were  actually  applied  for  this  particular  election  in 
May.  There  had  been  complaints  from  time  to  time  by 
men  who  had  had  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  battle, 
of  the  immense  amount  of  money  that  had  been  spent. 
We  cannot  get  very  high  class  people  to  stand  for  the 
Council,  and  the  time  they  were  complaining  was  the  time 
to  hand  them  this  money,  and  it  seeitiis  to  me  it  was  a  pay- 
ment in  respect  of  the  Mav  election.  I  took  into  account 
the  previous  election,  and  I  knew  it  would  be  a  fight  of  ex- 
traordinary intensity. 

You  con.iider  that  the  expenditure  of  part  of  the  money 
in  the^manner  related  by  Mr.  Dayman  to  Messrs.  Wells, 
Caloutt,  and  other  gentlemen  was  a  fair  expenditure  con- 
nected with  the  May  election  ?— Certainly.  It  struck  me 
when  I  was  listening  to  his  evidence  it  was  so,  and  what  he 
■aid  at  the  time  was  merely  a  matter  of  delicacy,  because 
they  might  have  refused  it  otherwise. 

Don*t  you  think  it  would  have  been  prooer  to  have  let 
the  subacribers  of  the  3,0002.  and  the  5002.  know  part 
of  the  money  was  expended  in  that  way  ?  ~tio  leng  as  the 
3,0002.  was  spent  for  the  pnrposes  of  the  election,  I  don't 
think  there  was  any  subscriber  in  the  Conservative  party 
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in  the  world,  who  would  call  upon  me  or  Mr.  Draper  to 
accoant  for  the  money.  Supposing  I  had  the  application 
of  the  money,  I  should  conceive  myself  fully  authorised, 
looking  to  the  position  I  hold  here,  to  apply  the  money  as 
I  thought  proper.  I  give  a  very  elastic  interpretation  to 
my  own  power. 

Mr.  Bidley — Do  I  understand  that  the  reason  why  you 
sent  Mr.  Matthews  to  bring  the  money  down  in  gold  was 
that  you  did  not  want  to  account  for  so  large  a  sum  ? — Have 
I  said  I  seut  Mr.  Matthews  back  ta  London  ? 

I  do  not  say  you  seut  him,  but  consented.  I  suppose 
you  are  aware  he  went  to  turn  the  cheque  into  gold  ?— He 
did  not  bring  back  the  cheque. 

Did  you  know  Matthews  was  going  to  London  with  the 
cheque  ? — He  did  go.  It  was  not  by  my  direct  orde  or 
authority,  but  you  may  take  it  from  others  he  was  sent 
back  with  the  cheque  on  account  of  my  having  made  a 
fuss. 

And  you  thought  it  was  safer  in  the  form  of  sovereigns  ? 

*  — It  did  not  turn  out  so. 

YrtU  presumed  so  ? — Yes. 

Had  you  any  suspicion  that  beyond  the  181^.  you  gave 
to  Matthews  he  had  any  further  sums  ? — No  I  have  been 
trying,  after  the  rifling  of  the  Court,  with  Mr.  Draper, 
to  find  where  the  1902.  went  to.  2,7002.  was  the  money  at 
the  bank.  I  think  he  is  innocent  of  the  stigma  that  haa 
been  cast  upon  him. 

It  appears  Mr.  Matthews  was  in  possession  of  more  than 
1812.  He  paid  1002.  to  Mr.  Wells,  he  gave  1002.  t3  Mr. 
Calchtt,  and  402.  to  Mr.  Payne,  so  he  was  in  pot^session 
of  more  than  1802.  ?— That  is  so.  I  wish  I  could  account 
for  it. 

Had  you  any  suspicion  he  had  more  money  ? — No.  I 
told  you  bona  Ude  what  had  become  of  the  money,  and  it 
has  turned  out  not  to  be  so. 

Mr.  Frederick  Gregson,  solicitor,  Bampton,  examined  by 
Mr.   Cowie — Previous   to  the  May  election  I  was  tele- 

•  graphed  to  by  Mr.  West  to  come  to  Oxford  to  help.  I 
met  him  at  the  Roebuck.  We  had  previously  worked 
together  at  the  April  election.  He  and  I  were  supposed 
to  be  io  charge  of  the  Jericho  district.  We  made  reports 
to  no  one  as  to  what  was  going  on  unless  we  were  asked 
for  them.  We  sent  up  our  street  lists  daily  to  the  Central 
Committee  room.  We  engaged  a  Committee  room  at 
Garlick's,  and  on  the  polling  day  we  had  another  in 
Gloucester  Green,  at  Scown^s.  I  arranged  with  Garlick 
thatiie  should  be  paid  82.  and  Scown  30s.  I  thiok  we  did 
not  take  formal  possession  of  Garlick*8  room  until  the  29th 
of  April.  Mr.  West  and  I  eneraged  clerks,  of  whom  I 
believe  I  have  a  perfect  list.  They  were  H.  Brown,  J. 
Pilmer,  F.  Mabbatt,  and  H.  Foster.  It  was  understood 
that  they  would  be  paid  the  same  as  at  the  first  election, 
lOs.  a  day.    Foster  had  something  extra.    I  paid  him 
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62.  IOj.  for  additional  work,  and  the  others  had  5^  I  think 
we  had  three  check  clerks  on  the  polIiaGT  day,  Wheeler, 
Foster,  and  Shurrock.  They  had  lOs.  I  can  t  possibly 
tell  you  the  whole  of  the  messengers  engaged  on  any  par- 
ticular day.  Some  of  them  might  have  b^en  employed  at 
night  canvassing,  and  they  received  something  extra  for 
that.  On  the  polling  day  we  had  112  employed,  of  whom 
about  30  were  put  on  on  the  poUiag  day  only,  at  7s.  6d. 
Most  of  the  payments  were  made  by  myself,  and  some  by 
Mabbatt.  I  sent  in  to  Mr.  Walsh  an  account  of  the  whole 
of  the  payments  I  made,  and  it  balanced  within  a  few 
shillings  with  the  money  I  received.  We  employed  persons 
specially  to  canvass,  the  majority  of  them  at  7s.  6d.  a  day, 
and  the  others  less.  I  believe  the  list  produced  contains 
the  names  of  every  person  employed,  I  had  to  reject 
several  who  applied  for  employment.  At  first  I  did  not 
ask  whether  those  employed  were  voters,  but  later  on  I 
did,  because  I  had  so  many  applicants.  If  they  had  all 
been  real  workers  I  should  have  had  too  many,  but  on  the 
day  of  the  election  I  found  myself  under-manned.  I  am  . 
sorry  to  say  thoy  did  not  work.  I  should  think  legi- 
timate employment  could  have  ordinarily  been  found 
for  20  messengers.  I  was  under  the  impies^ion  that  I 
ought  cot  to  refuse  any  more  than  I  could  help,  but  I  had 
no  definite  instructions  as  to  that.  I  knew  that  a  great 
many  were  being  employed  in  other  district-,  and'  also  by 
the  other  side.  We  knew  that  a  large  number  of  Conser- 
vative voters  were  out  of  work,  and  we  endeavoured  to 
secure  them.  Some  threatened  to  go  on  the  other  side  if 
they  were  not  employed.  Previous  to  the  polling,  day 
ther^  were  no  arrangements  made  for  providiour  refresh- 
ments, and  very  little  was  brought  to  the  Committee 
room.  I  have  some  small  bills  here,  but  they  do  not 
amount  to  more  than  two  or  three  pounds.  On  the  polling 
day  we  had  refreshments  supplied  to  the  Committee 
room,  and  in  some  of  the  sub-disitricfcs  they  were  supplied  at 
the  houses  of  Pome  of  the  canvassers — B  )ssom,  Mabbatt, 
Newport,  and  I  think  Edmonds,  for  which  we  have  haa 
accounts  sent  in.  All  have  been  paid  except  Newport's.  * 
The  refreshments  were  supplied  by  my  sanction,  and  they 
were  for  the  bringers-up  and  the  voters  after  they  had 
polled  if  they  wanted  it.  It  was  not  in  the  f«)rm  of  a 
breakfast,  and  it  was  not  supplied  until  about  mid-day. 
We  found  that  the  Gloucester  Green  Committee  room  was 
not  necessary  on  the  polling  day.  I  went  through  the  par- 
ticulars of  the  election  petition,  and  saw  that  I  was  down 
in  a  great  many  places.  Edward  Collins  was  a  mes- 
senger and  received  2^.  There  was  no  special 
promise  made  to  him,  and  I  did  not  ask  him 
about  his  vote.  I  do  not  know  William  Tolley, 
and  if  bis  name  is  not  down  in  the  list  I  should  think  he 
was  not  employed.  Jesse  Fathers  was  employed  at  the 
first   election.     Thomas    Jackson   was   not    employed. 
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altboDgh  there  were  two  Jacksons  on  the  list  as  mea- 
eeogers.  HenrvBrown,  of  Jericho  Street,  received  21.  lOs. 
as  messenger.  Henr^  Watkins  I  don't  remember,  and  hie 
name  is  not  on  the  list.  I  have  net  the  nlightefit  dnubt 
the  whole  of  those  employed  are  down  on  thi-*  list.  John 
Kitchen  received  308.,  and  Q-eorge  Timms  21.  Sa.  as  mes- 
sengen.  I  did  not  employ  William  Brain,  but  A.  Brain 
received  5s.  for  the  election  day.  William  Perkins  had 
21.  5s.  I  do  not  think  there  is  F.  Busby.  I  did  not 
employ  George  Parr,  nor  William  Tompkinp,  nor  John 
Phillips,  but  we  bad  an  ale  score  of  lOs.  at  the  house  of 
the  last-named.  I  do  not  know  that  I  gave  special  in- 
structions  foi  beer  to  be  sent  from  Phillips's.  I  left  that 
to  "M  abbatt.  I  paid  21,  10s.  to  AHam,  and  7h.  6d.  to  Jos. 
Smith.  There  is  a  Kicbard  and  not  a  Willinm  Gardner, 
who  bad  11.  2a.  6d.  as  a  ni(;ht  canvasser.  There  is  no  F. 
Smith  on  the  list.  James  Passey  had  7c  6d.  as  a  mes- 
senger. Charl^8  Whip^  is  not  in  my  list.-  George  Higgs 
was  employed  as  a  bill  poster  at  21.  lO:*.,  and  George 
Pearce  bad  U.  128.  6ci.  for  night  canvasiiiog.  William 
Griffin  had  five  guineas  for  canva^sintf,  and  he  was 
employed  on  one 'Sunday.  The  canvassers  were  calcu- 
lated at  78.  €d.  a  day,  but  they  complained  that  in  other 
districts  lOd.  was  being  paid,  and  I  rose  it  to  that, 
and  some  of  them  received  extra  for  Sunday  work.  John 
Lewis  Parr  is  not  in  my  list.  Henry  Money  received  five 
guineas  as  a  canvasser.  Narroway  received  35s.  as  mes- 
senger. Ferris  Carr  1  did  not  employ.  Henry  Oook  re- 
ceived 21.  10s.  for  bill  posting,  and  Thos.  Hanks  21.  5^.  as 
messenger.  Abel  Creedy's  name  I  do  not  finr)  in  the  list, 
but  I  remember  him  as  having  been  employed  at  the  first 
election.  Geo.  Pilmer  received  2?.  Ss.  as  messenger,  as  also 
did  Thos.  Piimer.  I  did  not  send  Thos.  Pilmer  with  an 
order  to  Lay  for  flour  to  make  paste.  John  Higginson  has 
21. 10s.  as  messenger,  and  John  Hamlett  21.  lO-*.  f '>r  canvME 
ing  parts  of  Hays.  Gbas.  Shurrock  was  paid  21. 10^.  as  mes- 
senger and  Geo.  Burden  7s.  6d.  Ido  not  find  the  names  of 
Bruce,  or  Hunt,  or  T.  Leaver.  Joseph  Chaundy  had 
21.  IOp.,  and  Jewell  had  21.  20s.  for  night  canvassing. 
Fleetwood  had  1^.  5s.  for  similar  work.  Alfred  Lay  was 
not  employed,  but  he  was  paid  11.  0^<.  10d.for  a  beer  score  ^ 
and  flour  for  paste.  I  do  not  remember  sending  an  ordet 
for  floar.  The  beer  was  for  the  Gomm'ttee  room  during 
the  election.  I  don't  find  the  name  of  Joa  Payne,  but  I 
believe  I  canvassed  him  for  his  vote.  Woods  was  paid 
something  at  the  April  election.  I  sanctioned  an  expen- 
diture for  flags,  but  I  can't  tell  to  what  amount. 
Qnie  accounts  were  sent  to  thn  Central  Committee 
room.  There  is  an  item  of  30n.  for  taking  the  pole  down 
after  the  election.  Matthew  Eaton  was  a  canvasser,  and 
was  paid  51.  G^oree  Allen  I  have  down  for  21.  1&4.  as 
messenger,  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Webb  22.  12i.  fid.  as  canvasser, 
Thomas  Tombs  7s.  fid.  as  messenger,  Bichard  Wheeler 
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£ather  and  son ;  the  father  had  11, 10a.  and  the  son  6s., 
W.  A.  Sansam  had  7s.  6d.,  Charles  Bo  well  had  5  gs.  as 
a  canvasser,  Frederick  West  received  11,  lOs.,  Thomas 
Winterborne  isdow^n  as  an  orderly  for  7s.  6d.,  Moses  Stan- 
brook  received  1^  15s.,  C.  Liley  15s.,  Jackson  21,  10s.,  J. 
Wells  21,  lOd.,  T-  Bowell  21,  10a.,  Jesse  Foster  7s.  6d., 
Sansum  5  gs.,  Bichard  Eley  21,  5s.,  James  Green  5s.  F. 
Shnrrock  78.  6.i.,  William  Newman  12.  5s.,  John  Marsh 
5^,  G,  St  road  51,  and  22.  5a.,  for  the  fares  of  two  voters. 
Charles  Mabbatt  assisted  me,  and  Mr.  West  had  not 
been  paid  anything.  The  voters  whom  Stroud  paid  came 
from  Wantage  and  Abingdon.  John  Brown  received  7s.  6d., 
Collier  10a.,  William  Smith  52.  for  bill  posting,  some 
of  which  was  done  at  night.  I  took  his  receipt  for  the 
money  I  paid  him.  He  is  a  voter.  E.  Foster  was  a 
check  clerk,  and  two  other  Fosters  were  employe]. 
Alfred  Linehanii  was  paid  52.  as  canvasser.  I  expended 
altogether  2302.  48.  lid.,  and  there  were  a  few  minor 
expenses.  On  the  1st  of  May  I  had  a  cheque  for  302.. 
either  from  Mr.  Draper  or  Mr.  Walsh ;  on  the  7th  ox 
May  502. ;  and  on  the  15th  of  May  852.  I  am  not  sure 
whether  the  last  was  not  from  Mr.  Dayman.  On  the  14th 
of  May  Mabbatt  received  672.  13a.  Cd.  from  Mr.  Wabh 
and  he  handed  me  an  account  showing  how  he  had  ex- 

S ended  it,  and  the  balance.  I  believe  he  gave  me 
U,  3a.  6d.,  but  I  am  not  quite  sure.  I  received  1302.  in 
cash  from  Mr.  Walsh,  to  which  reference  has  been  made, 
about  a  week  or  ten  days  before  the  election,  for  mjr  own 
personal  services.  On  the  26th  of  May  I  sent  in  an 
account  in  which  I  purposely  suppressed  the  names  of 
some  of  those  I  had  employed,  and  Mr.  Walsh  asked  me 
to  send  in  a  complete  account,  and  I  did  so.  I  have  paid 
nothing  as  election  expenses  but  what  I  have  told  you.  All 
the  payments  I  have  made  are  for  services  rendered. 

By  Mr.  Cave — I  sent  a  copy  of  the  account  produced  to 
Mr.  Walsh  in  the  begianing  of  July.  In  the  account  of 
the  26th  of  May  the  names  and  amounts  ^ere  all  iictitious. 
I  think  it  was  wished  that  I  should  suppress  the  names 
of  the  persons  employed  as  far  as  possible,  and  it  was  my 
own  idea.  I  sent  in  the  names  of  27  persons  only  out  of 
112  to  save  the  trouble  of  getting  further  receipts. 
The  27  receipts  were  fictitious  either  in  amount 
or  name.  I  signed  a  receipt  in  July  for  1322.  10s* 
which  I  had  not  received  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Draper.  I  knew  perfectly  well  it  would  be  paid.  I  signed 
it  before  I  received  the  money^  so  that  Mr.  Walsh  could 
file  it  in  the  election  vouchers,  and  I  imagined  thi^ 
would  be  so  with  the  27  receipts  too.  I  knew  I 
should  get  the  money.  I  think  there  was  a  John 
Snuth  employed,  and  if  he  did  not  sign  a  receipt  someone 
else  did,  but  I  cannot  tell  who.  I  do  not  find  the  name  of 
John  Smith  in  the  list,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  no  sndi 
person  was  employed.    I  am  not  able  to  tell  you  who 
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ngned  the  name  of  John  Smith.  The  receipts  were 
A&eady  prepared.^  I  did  not  Bign  the  name.  I  told  the 
man  not  to  sit^n  his  own  name,  for  fear  of  being  prosecated 
aa  a  voter.  I  told  the  man  not  to  sign  his  real  name  to  a 
receipt  for  money  which  he  had  never  received,  and  which 
receipt  I  sent  in  to  be  filed  on  the  election  acconnts.  I 
have  no  recollection  of  asking  Foster  to  sign  this  receipt, 
and  I  have  never  had  it  in  my  hand  before,  and  I  do  not 
know  how  it  came  to  be  filed  on  the  election  accounts.  I 
paid  Scown  SOa.  for  his  room,  and  the  receipt  produced  is 
for  it.  I  do  not  know  why  I  did  not  send  the 
Toucher  in  to  be  filed,  nuless  it  was  that  it  was 
for  a  small  amount.  We  did  not  use  Scown's 
room,  but  an  agreement  was  made  that  he  should 
have  308.  for  it  at  the  time  it  was  engaged.  There 
were  two  rooms  engaged  at  Scown 's  house  at  the  first  elec- 
tion, on  the  fiist  floor  and  on  the  g  ound  floor,  and  ours 
was  the  latter.  There  is  a  sum  of  32.  railway  fare  for 
Albert  Fasiiant,  who  came  somewhere  from  the  north. 

The  President— Now  listen  to  this — ''Beceived  from 
Miss  Mabbatt,  for  new  boots  and  repairs,  £3.  Signed 
Albert  Passant." 

Witness — That  was  the  form  in  which  the  receipt  was 
given  for  the  railway  fare,  and  which  Mabbatt  brought 
to  me.  (Laughter.)  I  do  not  know  what  the  ISs.  to 
J.  Higgs  is  for ;  11.  to  Ayres,  I  believe,  is  for  canvassing. 
A  number  of  persons  were  paid  half  on  account  on  the  let 
of  May,  and  some  of  them  were  paid  the  balance  on  the 
14tb,  and  some  on  the  15th.  In  exeeptional  cases  more 
than  half  was  paid. 

Bv  Mr.  Kidley — I  do  not  think  we  had  any  other  Com- 
mittee  room  except  Garlick's  and  Soown's,  I  know  nothing 
about  Gardner's.  Bossom's  was  not  used  as  a  Committee 
room,  but  no  doubt  he  had  bills  pasted  on  his  house.  No 
work  was  done  there.  Peedell's  was  a  publichouse,  and 
there  was  certainly  not  a  Committee  room  there.  1  know 
nothing  about  a  room  at  Davis's,  in  Cranham  Street.  I 
am  not  able  to  state  the  time  at  which  I  was  able  to  listen 
to  applications  for  employment.  I  do  not  think  people 
were  refused  anywhere.  I  knew  that  Payne  had  a  num- 
ber of  men  employed.  He  had  no  Committee  room,  but 
he  was  not  in  our  district.  I  had  no  notion  how  many 
men  he  had  employed,  ur  what  they  were  doing,  or  where 
be  got  the  money  from  to  pay  them.  At  the  end  of  the 
time  the  pressure  got  so  great  that  I  enquired  whether 
the  applicants  were  voters.  I  do  not  know  whether  James 
Passey  is  a  Liberal.  I  should  say  that  Stanbrook  is  a 
Conservative,  as  he  worked  for  us  at  both  elections.  I 
was  about  the  district  on  the  polling  d^.  I  did  not 
lecognise  any  of  the  '  Liberal  Association  Guard."  There 
were  a  great  many  men  standing  about  in  Gloucester 
Green  who  were  wearing  colours.  I  knew  nothing  of  l^e 
Abingdon  men  until  I  heard  of  it  in  evidence.  I  had  heard 
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that  there  were  a  lot  of  Lit>eral8  who  were  kept  ia  the 
Liberal  Hall  and  supplied  with  beer  and  tobacco.  At  the 
April  eleotioD  there  was  a  ftreat  difficalty  m  voters  record- 
iog  theii  voteH,  I  thiuk  because  the  people  inside  were  so 
slow.  At  the  second  election  a  booth  was  erected,  and 
one  man  was  allowed  to  enter  while  another  was  recording 
his  Vote,  and  it  was  thus  done  quicker.  We  had  a  little 
over  350  promises  in  Jericho  out  of  about  640  voters.  I 
reckoned  we  had  a  majority  of  about  20,  but  I  will  not 
answer  for  the  accuracy  of  the  figures.  I  have  a  list  of  the 
promises  at  the  second  election,  and  I  find  there  are  355. 
At  the  first  election  our  promises  wt-re  not  so  numt^rous, 
but  there  were  several  changes,  owing,  I  believe,  to  the 
immenoe  dis^ippuintment  caused  by  Mr.  Hall  bein^  turned 
out.  There  w^re  cot  many  more  employed  at  the  May 
election  than  at  the  April  election.  I  should  no^  think  there 
wasadifferenceof  more  than  30 at  the  outHide.  The  majority 
of  those  employed  were  voters  or  related  to  voters'.  I  can't 
tell  iKrhether  among  those  who  changed  were  any  who  were 
employed.  Our  employment  I  do  not  believe  induced 
them  to  poll.  We  employed  because  the  other  side  were 
doing  it,  and  I  was  threatened  that  if  I  did  not  give  em- 
ployment they  would  go  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Mabbatt  was  recalled,  and  said— I  don't. know 
anyone  su^gesttd  the  money  for  Pas-Pant's  railway  fare 
should  ht^  made  out  for  new  boots.  It  was  not  done  to 
get  out  of  the  difficulty.  The  bill  was  3/.  The  fare  was 
2/.,  and  the  other  1^.  was  for  two  days'  work.  He  is  in 
a  small  way  of  business,  and  is  now  living  in  Oxford. 
I  will  try  and  find  out  his  address.  He  came  from  Shrop- 
shire. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— I  paid  Ayers  1?.  on^  account  the  day 
before  the  election  for  canvassing.  He  is  a  railway  man, 
and  was  engaged  at  night  duria<i:  the  election.  He  had 
22.  lOs.  after  the  election  to  finish  up  the  payment  for  the 
time  hu  had  made.  William  Hare  is  a  railway  man,  and 
he^  looked  after  the  men  employed  on  the  railway.  I 
paid  KigiiB  for  bill  posting  and  messenger's  work. 

Mr.  William  Mathews,  examined  by  Mr.  Ridley,  said, 
— I  was  engaged  on  the  Conservative  side  at  the  May 
election  id  the  St.  Clement's  district.  Mr.  Herbert 
Morrell  was  Chairman,  and  I  was  Secretary.  I  employed 
the  (whole  of  the  persons  in  the  district.  One  Com- 
mittee room  was  at  Melnai's,  85  or  89,  High  Street, 
St.  Clemen I's.  I  did  not  make  a  bargain  as  to  what  waft 
to  be  paid  for  it.  I  took  another  of  Mr.  John  Bacon,  who 
had  left  his  house  on  the  Cawley  Koad.  ThU  was  because 
the  first  Committee  room  would  not  hold  all  the  mes- 
sengers that  were  employed.  ^  It  was  u^ed  as  a  Liberal 
Committee  room  at  the  April  election.  The  Liberal 
Committee  room  in  May  was  at  the  house  where 
Mr.  Bacon  is  now  residing,  the  Black  Horsd  Inn.  Mr« 
Bacon  offered  the  house  to  the  Chairman  of  the  district,  and 
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he  said  the  sum  that  was  psud  to  other  people  would  satisfy 
him.  The  reason  he  had  Meinai's  house  was  because 
it  was  opposite  his  shop.  There  was  a  Committee 
room  at  East's  in  James  Street,  beinsr  the  extreme  end  of 
St.  Clement's  parish.  Alderton's,  Bullingdon  Koad,  was 
used  as  a  bill  posting  station.  I  believe  21.  or  SI.  was  paid 
to  him  for  it.  All  the  Committee  rooms  were  necessary. 
All  the  accounts  were  sent  to  Mr.  Walsh,  with  a  list  of 
the  clerks  and  messengers.  I  have  a  copy,  but  I  don't 
know  whether  it  is  perfect. 

Mr.  Kidley — You  are  uot  likely  to  see  the  original 
again.    (A  laugh.) 

Mr.  Mathews— A  copy  of  the  list  was  afterwards  ap- 
plied for  by  Mr.  F.  Bacon.  The  rate  of  pay  for  the 
clerks  was  lOs.^a  day,'and  the  messengers  5s.  ani  6s.  a  day. 
They  weie  paid  according  to  the  work  they  did.  Some 
would  come  in  the  cnorning  and  not  show  themselves  again 
till  the  evening.  One  of  them  had  the  sack.  (Laughter.)  He 
was  sent  out  with  a  message  and  got  drunk.  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  canvassers  were  paid,  The  canvassing  was 
done  by  Mr.  Herbert  Morrell,  Mr.  H.  Druce,  solicitor,  Dr. 
Todd,  Mr.  F.  Bacon,  and  Mr.  Bailey.  There  were  seven  or 
eight  bill-posters.  There  were  extra  men  on  the  polling  day 
to  fetch  up  voters  and  to  act  as  check  clerks  and  to  prevent 
our  voters  being  interfered  with.  The  clerks  were  Aldertoo, 
Walters,  Drurv,  Groombridge,  and  Thurgood.  Thurgooc 
and  Groombridge  received  7s.  6d.  each.  The  list  handec 
in  contains  all  the  messengers  I  employed.  I  shoulc 
think  between  80  and  90  altogether  were  emj)l(>yed  in  St. 
Clement's  district.  Some  were  engaged  pasting  the  Con- 
servative bills  over  the  Liberal  placards.  It  was  my  duty 
to  see  the  men  went  to  work.  I  paid  some  men  the  night 
bef«)re  the  election,  and  also  on  the  polling  day.  Only  non- 
voters  were  paid  before  the  election,  because  1  knew  it  was 
illegal  to  pay  voters,  but  after  all  it  came  to  the  same 
thing.  Whf n  men  nlade  application  for  work  who  were 
voters,  T  considered  whether  £  should  put  them  on,  but, 
finding  tL'e  other  party  had  done  so,  I  en  imaged  them. 
Employment  was  made  fox  all  the  men.  If  they  were  not 
at  work  they  would  be  drinking.  Some  of  them 
were  drun|^  late  at  night.  I  epoke  to  them 
about  it  several  times.  I  warned  several  of  it  because 
the  Chairman  of  the  district  noticed  it.  After  I  spoke 
to|them  several  dropped  it.  We  only  had  refresh- 
ments for  those  who  were  actually  engaged  in  the  Com- 
mittee mom,  and  the  f etchers  up  grumbled,  and  said  the 
other  bidn  allowed  78.  6d.  I  found  afterwards  one  of  our 
party — Mr.Sheoherd — ^had  provided  refreshments', and  had 
sent  in  a  bill.  Refreshments  were  provided  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  on  the  polling  day  for  those  in  the  Committee 
room,  but  thn  f etchers  up  were  not  supplied  at  the  Cape. 
The  landlord,  Hudson,  provided  the  refreshments,  and 
Bent  in  a  bill,  ,but  it  has  not  been  paid.     I  l)ought 
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all  the  stuff  for  colonrs  I  possibly  could,  and  had  it 
made  up.  The  colours  came  from  Kemp,  Faulkner, 
Evans  and  Box.  They  cost  about  42Z.  There  waft  a  larji^e 
display  of  Liberal  colours.  I  have  paid  all  those  bills  out 
of  my  own  pocket,  but  I  have  not  had  the  money. 
I  had  180^.  4s.  for  messenf^ers.  I  also  received  the  ex- 
penses for  the  committee  room.  The  tradesmen 
pressed  me  for  payment  for  the  colours  because  they 
knew  the  petition  was  coming  on,  and  they  were 
afraid  they  would  not  get  the  money.  I  have  a  claim 
for  personal  expenses  for  both  elections  ;  it  is  60/.  In  the 
April  election  I  don't  think  I  employed  so  many  men.  I 
could  have  done  with  less  men. 

Mr.  Cave — I  should  think  on(*-fifth. 

Mr.  Matthews — It  is  a  Urge  district.  The  men  had  to 
do  anything  that  was  set  them.  When  they  were  put  on 
we  had  to  employ  them.  There  were  56  charges  against 
me,  I  believe,  in  the  petition.  Samuel  Harri«,  who  was' 
charged  with  bribing  ,is  unknown  to  me.  The  Plough  Inn 
is  out  of  my  district,  and  I  was  not  there  on  the  polling  dsy. 
I  know  Jas.  Dearlove,  he  is  an  extreme  Radical.  I  do  not 
know  his  house  at  all.  There  is  a  Plough  Ion,  in  St. 
Clement's.  I  was  never  in  the  house.^  I  never  go  in.  I 
believe  David  Dearlove  is  his  son-in-law.  James  Haynes 
is  a  freeman  whom  I  employed  for  one  day  and  paid 
him  5s.  He  got  drunk,  and  I  then  turned  him  off, 
and  I  was  charged  with  having  bribed  him  with  5s. 
I  did  not  give  him  a  sovereign.  I  did  not  employ 
Edward  Evans  nor  pay  him  anything.  I  employea 
Edward  Soanes.  He  was  a  messenger  at  58.  a  day  for 
three  days.  I  don't  know  William  Bryan.  I  did  not  employ 
him  as  a  canvasser.  None  of  our  canvassers  have  been* paid. 
I  employed  Edward  ToUett  for  six  days  at  5s.  a  day,  SOs.  I 
did  not  pay  him  anything  more.  James  Woods,  jun.,  college 
servant,  was  employed  six  days  at  5s.  as  messenger.  Wm. 
Hodgkins  was  similarly  employed  and  paid.  I  know 
Lawrence  Snow ;  I  don't  recollect  his  being  employed, 

S>B8ibly  I  may  have  omitted  his  name.  I  know  Wm. 
ray,  a  non-voter,  who  was  employed  as  messenger 
for  four  days  at  5s.  per  day.  Greorge  Smart,  jun.,  a 
non-voter,  was  paid  1/.  10s.  for  six  dajrs'  work.  W. 
Carter  was  employed  six  days  at  5a.';  he  is  a  non- voter. 
I  have  no  Chas.  Martin ;  there  is  F.  Martin,  one  day, 
10s.  Crapper  was  employed  by  me  as  messenger  for . 
eight  days,  at  5s.  ;  he  is  a  non- voter.  Trinder,  Jan.,  acted 
as  messenger  lor  eight  days,  and  had  21.  and  had  no  vote. 
Thomas  Pluister  was  a  roessent^er  for  eight  days  and  was  a 
voter.  I  employed  Thomas  Simmn  for  nine  days.  Alfred 
Higginson  was  employed  at  East's  Committee  room  for 
nine  days  to  do  anythmg  we  wanted  at  60.  a  day.  George 
lies,  a  non-voter,  was  employed  for  eight  days.  Charles 
Preston  was  employed  four  days  at  10s.  per  day,  going 
round  with  Mr.  Stratton,  barrister,    and  Bhowing  him 
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yarions  places.  Mr.  Stratton  was  canvassing.  Groom- 
bridge  was  clerk  at  the  James  Street  Committee  room  and 
received  69.  a  day  for  being  clerk  and  something  extra  for 
writing,  12s.  6d.,  total  for  nine  days,  32.  68.  6d.  He  is  a 
non-voter.  George  Ponting,  Jan.,  was  a  messenger  and 
received  15b.,  and  his  father  had  lOs.  for  bringing 
up  voters.  I  have  two  personsdown  named  Lord  as  being 
employed.  James  Griffin  was  down  for  eleven  days  at  Gs. 
per  day ;  be  was  employed  the  whole  of  the  time.  Jam<'« 
JPipkin,  a  non-voter,  received  10b,  for  two  days'  employ- 
ment. There  is  no  Arthur  Savage  in  my  district.  George 
Mathews  was  employed  as  a  bill  poster  for  14  days  and 
nights  at  6s.  per  day.  John  Bentham  was  employed  seven 
days  as  watcher  and  T  paid  him  3os.  Henry  Garter  was 
paid  7s.  6d.  per  day  for  ten  days.  Joshua  Shepherd  was 
employed  canvassing  among  his  friends  and  goine  about 
with  Mr.  Herbert  Morrell  in  his  canvass.  David  Walters 
was  clerk  for  eleven  days  at  10£>.  a  day  at  the  Committee 
room  where  I  was.  James  Bird  was  not  employed  under 
me.  He  is  my  brother-in-law.  I  did  not  employ  him  a&; 
canvasser,  and  have  not  promised  him  anything.  Alderton 
was  clerk  for  eleven  days  at  lOs.,  and  he  had  21.  10s.  for 
the  room  at  his  house  in  Bnliingdon  Koad.  James  Frosser 
was  employed  as  messenger  and  was  paid  11. 168.  for  six 
days.  John  Ludlow  had  21.  for  eight  days.  I  did  not 
employ  Bobert  Ludlow.  James  Dormor  was  a  voluntary 
canvasser. 

By. Mr.  Cave — ^The  names  of  the  clerks  are  Walters, 
Alderton,  Drury,  Thurgood,  and  Groombridge.  When  I 
paid  them  I  did  not  take  receipts,  in  pursuance  of  instruc- 
tions from  Mr.  F.  Bacon,  received  from  Mr. Walsh. Waters 
had  51.  lOs.,  Alderton  51.  10s.,  Drury  62.,  Thiurgood 
32. 15s.,  and  Groombridge  22, 14s.  No  reason  was  given 
why  I  should  not  take  receipts.  The  messengers  gave  no 
receipts  for  the  same  reason,  and  I  destroyed  the  pay- 
sheet  as  directed.  I  received  instructions  not  to  take 
receipts  when  I  received  the  money,  three  or  four  days 
after' the  election.  Mr.  Walsh  had  the  pay-sheet  before  I 
received  the  money.  I  took  the  whole  of  the  Committee 
rooms,  and  sent  Mr.  Walsh  the  receipts.  I  paid  Mr. 
Bacon  and  lost  the  receipt,  and  I  had  another.  Alderton's 
and  East's  receipts  were  also  mislaid,  and  those  produced 
were  given  in  substance.  I  did  not  send  in  any  receipts 
for  the  clerks  and  messengers.    I  received  instructions  not 

to  do  BO. 

Mr.  Cave  asked  the  witness  to  make  out  a  list  of  the 
persons  employed,  the  amormta  paid,  and  those  out- 
standing. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — The  receipts  I  burned  were  for  about 
180^.,  and  I  have  no  memorandum  of  them. 

Mr.  Mathews  handed  to  the  President  a  coin  about  the 
size  of  half -a- sovereign  and  of  the  colour  of  bra^s,  saying 
he  had  received  it  of  Mr.  North  in  St.  Clement's.    He 
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would  not  tell  hitn  from  whom  he  received  it,  but  said 
it  was  to  be  exchanged  for  a  good  coin  by  the  Liberals 
the  day  after  the  election,  but  as  Sir  WilUam  Harcourt 
did  not  get  in  he  did  not  have  the  amount. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bennett,  33,  Walton  Crescent,  dyer,  ex- 
amined by  Mr.  Cowie,  said — I  took  part  in  the  May  elec- 
tion on  behalf  of  the  Conservatives.   I  was  at  a  Committee 
room  in  Friars'  Entry.  I  was  at  the  meetin?  at  the  Roebuck 
Hotel,  when  Mr.  Walsh  was  in  the  chair.  He  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Dallin  aud  other  gentlemen.  I  received  my  instruc- 
tions from  Mr.  Walsh.     At  the  first  election  my  brother 
received  61.  for  the  room,  which  was  used  as  my  office.     I 
believe  there  has  been   a  claim  for  the  second  election. 
The  meeting  at  the  Koebuck  was  on  the  Wednesday.     I 
did  not  superintend  any  other  Committee  room.       The 
clerks    were    F.    Gardner,    Chas.     Hester    (non-voter), 
Franklin,  and  Percy  Ward.     Three  of  the  four  were  non- 
voters.  They  are  all  sons  of  voters,  and  known  supporters 
on  the  Conservative  side.     I  did  not  employ  extra  clerks 
on  the  polling  day.     I  don-t  think  they  have  been  paid. 
I  placed  SI.  at  each  of  those  names.     That  was  on  the 
basis  of  10  days*  employment ;   they  were  not  there  all 
day,    but    some     came     in     the    evening     and     helped 
ns.      On     the    evening     of    the     polling    day     I    had 
the    handsome   total     of    150    messengers.      (A    laugh.) 
The  messengers  I  took  on  the  first  day  I  paid  7s.  6d.  a 
day.     The  first  or  second  messenger  I  put  on — James 
Phipps,   who  used  to  be  a  Liberal,— camo  to  me  and 
said    he    had   been   slighted,   and    wished  for    employ- 
ment.    He   said  he  could  have  7s.   6d.   on  the    other 
Bide,  but  he  would   rather  work  for  the  Conservatives. 
The  other  men  knew  this,  and  I  was  obliged  to  pay  them 
78.  6d.   a  day.       Payments  were    made  on  Saturdays. 
I  think  it  was  generally  understood  they  were  to  come  to 
me.     I  did  not  make  any  inquiry  who  they  were  or  their 
political  views.     I  never  refused  anybody.     (Laughter.) 
I    had    no    instructions,    but    it     was    an     understood 
thing    that    I    was    to   take   them    on.     I  consider   I 
had  a  sort  of    a    Liberal    Hall  for  the  Conservatives. 
There   was    a   regiment    of    men  employed    there.     (A 
laugh.)     I  knew  the  employment    would  influence  the 
votes  of  the  men.     This  system  bad  not  benn  pursued 
to    any  extent    at    the    previous  election.      I  had  20^. 
on   the    first   of   May.      I    think   that  was    given   me 
by  Mr.  Draper,  and  was  a   cheque  on  the  Old  Bank. 
Nearly  the  whole  was  paid  away  that  night.      On  the 
next  Saturday  night  I  had  another  201.      I   think   the 
cheque  came  from  the  same  souice.     I  believe  Mr.  Pratt, 
clerK    at  the   brewery,  was    in    the   hotel    at  the    time 
and^  he   cashed    it.       About    the    Thursday   after   the 
polling  day   I  made  a  careful  calculation  of    what   we 
required  to    pay  the  men,  and  I  found  I  should  want 


139 

281?.,  and  I  made  an  application  to  Mr.  Draper. 
He  gave  me  £200.  This  money  was  in  gold.  I  made  it 
known  I  could  pay  the  men,  and  a  great  number  of  them 
were  soon  at  the  committee  rooom.  It  took  me  two  or 
three  days  to  pay  it  away,  and  I  had  to  apply  to  Mr. 
Draper  again  for  £41  5s.  The  £281  included  the  £40  I 
had  already  received.  The  £45  was  also  in  cash. 
The  150  men  employed  did  not  include  canvaBsers. 
The  £281  was  used  in  the  employment  of  messengers  and 
Bandwich  boys.  I  fear  I  could  not  make  out  a  list  of 
the  names  now.  I  paid  £9  for  sandwich  boys  and 
£3  to  myself  for  refreshments  and  something  for 
bill  posting.  "We  had  a  Committee  of  12  and 
they  acted  as  canvassers  and  assisted  as  clerks.  There 
were  Messrs.  A.  E.  Ward,  W.  Anstey,  W.  G.  Bennett, 
F.  Bennett,  C.  Hastings,  W.  Bull,  J.  E.  Powell, 
and  the  late  Mr.  John  Berry.  Chas.  Anstey  was 
also  an  active  supporter.  A.  Bennett,  H.  Franklin, 
and  J.  Bennett  also  assisted.  They  did  not  profess  to  be 
volunteers.  I  think  I  stated  £5  would  be  a  reasonable 
sum  for  them.  We  had  no  *'  paid  volunteers"  on  our  side  ; 
they  belonged  to  the  Liberals.  (A  laugh.)  I  was 
personation  agent  on  the  election  day  and  had  a 
country  solicitor  with  me.  I  suppose  the  helpers 
and  fetchers  up  were  included  in  the  150  men. 
I  provided  refreshments  myself  ;  most  of  the  members  of 
the  Committee  partook  of  them.  On  the  polling  day  I 
did  not  make  any  arrangement  for  refreshments,  but  I 
left  that  to  Mr.  Patterson,  and  I  believe  some  bread  and 
cheese  was  E^ent  to  the  room.  I  believe  the  account  was 
sent  to  Mr.  Walsh.  I  don't  know  of  any  other  refresh- 
ment being  supplied  on  the  polling  day.  1  am  not  out  of 
pocket  myself.  I  made  no  cldim  for  my  own  services.  I 
nave  sent  a  list  to  Mr.  Draper  of  the  clerks  and  canvassers 
who  have  not  been  paid.  I  am  aware  there  were  charges  of 
bribery  against  me.  I  am  sorry  to  say  I  know  Thomas 
Stone.  (A  laugh.)  But  I  did  not  promise  him  78.  6d. 
a  day  under  disguise  of  being  a  messenger,  and  £1  2s.  6d. 
extra.  On  the  Thursday,  Stone  came  and  asked  for 
employment,  bub  I  knew  he  was  a  Liberal.  I  told  him 
this,  but  he  said,  ''They  used  me  so  bad  that  I  will  see 
them  hanged  first  before  I  go  with  them  again."  I 
told  him  I  thought  it  was  a  "try  on."  He  left  and  I 
did  not  see  him  again.  He  was  an  enemy  in  the 
camp,  and  I  sent  him  about  his  bnsineBS.  I  told 
him  to  come  another  day.  I  was  not  aware  he  was  in  a 
clab,  and  I  did  not  know  he  had  to  pay  a  fine  until  I  saw 
it  in  the  petition.  I  did  not  promise  Bowley  5b.  to  vote 
for  Mr.  Hall.  Anybody  who  reads  the  evidence 
on  the  petition  will  feel  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  I  did  not  ofer  an  order  for  money  on  Mr. 
Webber  Patterson  to  a  man  named  Hal).  I  know 
Benjamin  Blagrove ;  he  is  my  hair  dresser.    (Laughter.) 
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Mr.  Cave  told  the  witness  to  conduct  himself  with  pro- 
priety.   He  did  not  come  there  to  play  the  fool. 

Mr.  Bennett  —  I  did  not  offer  Bla^rove  money  to 
vote  for  Mr.  HalL  Ives  asked  me  to  take  a  Committee 
room,  but  I  refused.  I  did  not  give  him  any 
money.  Greorge  Scown*s  room  was  used  as  a  Com- 
mittee room.  I  don't  think  I  have  paid  him  anything. 
His  rooms  were  used  on  both  occasions.  There  was  also  a 
Committee  room  at  Mr.  Bull's,  in  George  Street.  He  is 
the  same  man  who  acted  as  a  canvasser.  30s.  is  always 
paid  for  the  room  on  the  polling  day.  Simma's  room, 
Victoria  Court,  was  also  used  on  the  polling  day.  James 
Cook  was  employed  as  a  messenger.  I  did  not  promise 
him  more  than  his  ordinary  pay.  Be^t  was  a  messenger. 
Jas.  Phippa  and  J.  Akers  were  paid  7s.  6d.  a  day  for  10  days. 
E.  Miller  was  a  messenger,  and  I  believe  was  paid  a  similar 
sum.  Two  Coolings,  father  and  son,  received  53.  a  day.  X 
did  not  pay  William  Ward  ten  guineafj.  He  was  a 
member  of  our  Committee  and  a  canvasser.  It  is 
understood  tiie  members  were  to  have  5^  Kawlins 
had  6s.  a  day.  Thos.  Clarke,  I  believe,  received 
a  sovereign.  I  did  not  give  him  21.  15s.  Charles 
Cook  had  altogether  about  30s.  I  did  not  give  him 
21. 158.  He  was  one  of  our  platform  protectors.  I  did 
not  spend  any  money  in  flags.  I  have  expended  no 
money  other  than  that  which  I  have  stated.  I  don't 
remember  having  promised  anyone  money  whom  I  did 
not  employ,  and  they  had  the  amount  stated. 

Mr.  Mabbatt  attended,  and  complained  that  two  men 
named  Edward  Collins  and  James  Allen  had  assaulted  him 
in  a  most  abusive  manner. 

The  President  replied  that  he  would  protect  him  most 
undoubtedly.  It  was  a  gross  contempt  of  the  Com- 
missioners' authority,  and  would  be  severely  dealt  with  by 
them. 

Benjamin  Bennett  recalled.— I  produce  a  list  of  my  can- 
vassers and  clerks.  Some  of  the  canvassers  expect  to  be 
paid.  With  regard  to  Henry  Charies  Hutt,  I  did  not  ask 
him  for  his  vote,  nor  did  I  say  **  If  your  old  man  is  in  need 
of  assistance  I  can  give  him  a  bit  of  paper  which  he  can 
take  to  Webber  Patterson."  James  Pbipps  worked  for  me 
during  the  election.  He  was  at  the  door  of  the  Committee 
room  from  morning  to  night,  and  was  paid  7s.  6d.  a  day. 
I  think  Henry  Shorter  was  on  our  list,  and  on  the  list  I 
gave  to  Mr.  Draper.  I  think  he  received  a  sovereign  for 
his  services  on  the  polling  day.  I  did  not  promise  him 
anything  more,  and  I  did  not  see  him  after  he  applied  to 
have  his  name  put  down.  I  have  not  received  anything  for 
the  Committee  room,nor  has  my  brother,butmy  brother  has 
unfortunately  given  a  receipt  for  251.  at  my  request,  and  1 
am  not  quite  sure  whether  Mr.Draper  told  me  to  make  out 
the  receipt  or  not.  I  made  out  fictitious  receipts  to  make  up 
the  2S11,  because  we  were  asked  to  do  so,  I  believe  by  Mr. 
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Draper.  I  do  not  think  1  fixed  npon  the  sum  of  25h  I 
may  have  done  so.  I  can't  remember  all  the  fictitiotua 
receipts.  I  have  no  list  of  them.  I  sent  it  to  Mr.  Walsh, 
and  do  not  know  what  has  become  of  it.  I  think  Mr. 
Franklin  also  gave  a  fictitious  receipt.  He  was  employed 
on  the  polling  day,  and  was  on  the  list  I  £[ave  to  Mr. 
Draper.  I  should  think  there  were  seven  or  eight  receipts 
which  I  sent  in,  and  others  took  some  receipts.  We  were 
told  to  get  receipts.  Mr.  W.  J.  Anstey  collected  some 
receipts  from  persons  whose  names  were  not  on  the  list. 
We  took  fictitious  receipts  from  anybody  who  would  give 
them.  I  do  not  know  what  it  was  done  for.  I  thought  it 
was  net  proper.  I  thought  these  receipts  were  wanted  for 
some  other  pnrpose.  The  persons  who  gave  these  receipts 
received  nothing  at  all,  and  that  1  knew. 

By  Mr.  Gave— I  do  not  think  I  sent  in  vouchers  for  the 
whole  of  the  2802.  I  am  a  tradesman  in  Oxford,  and  I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  took  part  in  this  fraud.  It  never  occurred 
to  me  the  serious  responsibility  of  what  I  was  doinsr. 

Mr.  Cave—Never  occurred  !  It  is  incredible.  Bribery 
18  bad  enough,  but  you  complicate  matters  by  sending 
in  fraudulent  receipts.  We  shall  require  you  to  make 
out  a  list  of  the  persons  you  employed,  and  the 
amounts  you  gave  them.  We  are  not  satisfied  that 
yon  have  given  us  all  the  information  that  you  can, 
and  it  will  depend  in  a  great  measure  upon  your  fur- 
nishing us  with  this  list  as  to  whether  .we  shall  give  yon 
a  certificate  of  protection. 

Witness — I  will  as  far  as  I  can.  I  put  anyone  on  who 
applied.  .  I  think  I  had  notes  to  put  men  on  from  Gynes 
and  Plowman  from  the  Central  Committee  room.  I 
can't  remember  that  I  received  them  from  anyone  else. 

Mr.  Cave — I  must  tell  you  that  you  stand  in  consider- 
able peril.    We  must  have  a  full  disclosure  of  what  a 
witness  knows,  and  if  yon  do  not  give  that  disclosure  you 
will  get  no  certificate  of  protection  from  us. 
\^tness— I  will  tell  you  all  I  know. 
Mr.  Cave— We  believe  you  can  tell  us  a  good  deal  more 
yet.    Ton  must  see  these  people  and  make  enquiries  of 
them,  and  make  out  a  list  of  the  persons  employed  and 
fthe  sums  paid  them. 
Witness—I  will,  sir,  as  far  as  I  can. 

Mr.  Thos.  Spokes,  examined  by  Mr.  Bidley — I  was 
chairman  of  the  Committee  room  in  Hythe  Bridge  Street 
at  the  last  election.  Mr.  Wells  took  my  room.  I  am  a 
oab  proprietor.  Mr.  Wells  came  to  my  room  daring  the 
election.  I  engaged  the  messengers  myself.  I  had  twelve 
of  them,  and  their  names  were  Thomas  Jew  and  James 
Stroudley  (canvassers),  James  Allen,  sen.,  Henry 
Jones,  Charles  Howse,  Arthur  Drewitt,  Abel  Beesley, 
jun.,  Thomas  Hewitt,  James  Allen,  jun.,  Thomas 
Daw,  William  Howkins,  and  Joseph  Thompson.    I  paid 
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the  whole  of  thege  men,  and  reouived  the  money 
to  do  so  from  Mr.  Wells.  I  sent  in  an  account  of  what  I 
paid.  All  money  I  have  received  I  can  account  for.  I 
only  received  27^.  from  Mr.  Well?,  aU  in  cash.  212.  went 
in  payinf^  the  men ;  we  had  a  little  bread  and  cheese  and 
beer,  to  the  amount  of  about  ijd.  each.  I  sent  in  an  ac- 
count, **  Chairman  of  the  Hythe  Bridge  Committee,  5?. 
158.  6d.,*'  which  I  have  not  received,  and  an  account  of  62. 
for  12  days  use  of  the  Committee  room.  I  have  sent  in  a 
bill  for  refreshments,  amounting  to  71.  Ss.  6d.  I  have  only 
received  the  271.  We  worked  very  hard  at  our  Committee 
room.  The  men  were  sent  to  post  bills  all  over  the  place. 
They  took  notes  backwards  and  forwards  to  different  Com- 
mittee rooms.  I  was  in  St.  Giles  at  the  April  election* 
The  10  messengers  were  necessary  for  the  conduct  of  the 
election.  If  I  had  not  sent  them  to  post  the  bills  there 
would  not  have  been  employment  for  them.  The  Liberals 
at  Howkins'  Committee  room  were  paid  78.  6d,  a  day,  and 
I  paid  a  similar  sum.  There  were  six  messengers  at  How- 
kins',  and  I  believe  one  was  paid  to  walk  about  and  do 
nothing.  I  gave  a  breakfast  on  the  day  of  the  polling,  as 
the  Liberals  did  so,  but  mine  only  came  to  168.  Before 
the  election  they  had  a  bit  of  bread  and  cheese  and  beec 
every  day.  Mr.  Wells  did  not  complain  of  drunkenneea  at 
my  room.  I  never  had  a  man  drunk.  Mr.  Wells  did  not 
complain  of  th^  consumption  of  beer  in  my  house.  He  did 
not  give  a  warning.  I  was  told  at  the  Central  Committee 
room  not  to  be  particular  about  spending  a  shilling 
ofT  two.  This  warning  was  with  regard  to  my  own  pocket. 
I  don't  know  who  gave  that  warning. 

Mr.  Cave — ^Yon  must  know  tha^ 

Mr.  Spokes  —  I  think  Mr.  Wells  told  me  that,  but 
I  will  not  be  certain.  That  was  to  come  out  of 
my  pocket,  and  I  don't  suppose  I  shall  get  it  now.  I 
don't  remember  whether  it  was  in  the  Committee 
room  or  outside.  I  said  we  must  not  be  particular 
to  a  shilling  or  two  over  this  election,  and  Mr.  Well  said, 
*'  No."  I  was  not  called  at  the  petition,  and  I  dont  know 
what  the  charges  are.  I  know  James  Allen.  He  had 
11, 16s.,  and  worked  as  a  messenger  and  I  paid  him  my- 
self. I  don't  know  whether  he  is  a  voter.  I  had  no 
register.  The  canvassers  were  St.  Thomas'  men,  and  they 
only  canvassed  that  parish.  I  had  no  canvass  book  with 
me.  The  gentlemen  the  men  went  with  probably  had 
them.  I  don't  know  Henry  Smith.  I  never  paid  him 
anything.  Abel  Beesley,  jun.,  is  a  waterman.  He  was 
employed  by  me.  I  ^aid  him  11. ;  Henry  Jones  U.  ;  I 
had  nothing^  to  do  with  Nesbit  Simmonds.    I  did  juat 

Eromise  or  give  him  any  money.  He  is  a  publican,  and 
ves  at  Osney.  James  Stroudly  was  employed  as  a  can- 
vasser. He  had  3Z.  3s.  The  canvassers  were  Mr.  Bad- 
gard  and  another  gentleman.  W.  Howkins,  jun.,  11.  12b.; 
Chas.  Howse,  22. 128. ;  Thomas  Daw,  15s.  6d. ;  Thomas 
Tew,  32. ,  he  was  a  canvasser ;  Thomas  Hewett,  Ss.    I 
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know  Joseph  Stephens ;  he  was  not  employed  by  me.  I 
may  have  seen  him  in  the  street  during  the  election,  but 
we  did  not  have  any  business  transactions.  I  did  not  pay 
hixaSl.  .Idid  not  pay  or  promise  him  anythinf?.  He 
lives  with  his  father,  and  I  don't  think  he  is  a  voter.  I 
may  have  spent  a  little  money  in  beer  as  I  went  about  as 
I  generally  do.  I  did  not  treat  any  voters  ;  the  best  part 
of  them  were  women.    (Laughter.) 

By  Mr.  Cave — The  Committee  room  was  taken  of  Mrs. 
Cornebey's,  but  the  house  belongs  to  myself.  I  made  out 
the  bill  in  my  own  name  because  Mrs.  Cornebey  has  gone 
away.  I  have  not  allowed  her  anything  yet  for  it,  but 
when  I  get  it  I  shall  let  her  hbve  it.  The  signature  to  the 
bill  is  not  my  writing.  I  never  gave  a  receipt  except  for 
llire  of  vehicle?.  ^  The  receipt  for  2U.  is  a  forgery. 

Mr.  Cave— This  is  a  serious  accusation  you  are  making 
against  someone. 

Mr.  Spokes — I  swear  that.  I  was  Chairman  of  the 
messengers.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Cave— Tbey  were  the  Committee  were  they  ? 

Mr.  Spokes — Yes ;  there  was  no  Committee  except  my- 
self.   (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Cave— You  had  no  register  or  canvassing  books. 
I  should  think  this  was  a  very  useful  Committee  room. 
(Langhter.) 

Mr.  Spokes — It  was  very  useful.    (Kenewed  laughter.) 

Mr.  Cave— Yes  ;  there  is  about  6  gs.  for  refreshments. 

Mr.  Spokes — Not  eo  much  as  that.  The  bill  includes 
items  for  flour  and  paste,  and  expenses  when  I  was  out. 
I  don't  think  I  put  down  so  much  as  I  ought  to  have 
done. 

Mr.  Cave— I  should  like  to  know  what  you  have  spent 
out  of  your  own  pocket. 

Witness  --What  I  ordinarily  do.  I  spend  3s.  or  4s.  a 
day  all  the  year  round  as  I  go  about,  and  during  the  elec- 
tion I  might  have  spent  10s.  or  12a.  every  day  of  the  ten 
days  of  the  election.  I  can't  give  the  names  of  the  publlc- 
honsfs  at  which  I  ppent  it.  I  think  I  spent  lOs.  or  158.  at 
the  King's  Arms,  Summertown,  and  Ss.  at  Hone's,  on  the 
Cowley  Road.    This  has  been  charged  to  the  party. 

Mr.  Cave— Then  it  is  not  out  of  your  own  pocket  ? 

Mr.  Spokes — I  don't  know  the  amount  I  spent  out  of 
my  own  pocket.  Kudgard  came  to  my  room  with  another 
gentleman,  whose  name  I  don't  know.  Several  gentlemen 
came  to  see  that  we  were  working  away. 

Mr.  Cave — Working  away  at  the  beer  and  bread  and 
cheese.    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Spokes — If  you  reckon  it  up  it  only  comes  to  4^. 
each,  so  that  there  could  not  be  much  bread  and  cheese. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — I  had  to  take  all  my  men  to  every 
meeting,  and  they  had  no  money,  so  I  haid  to  treat  them. 

Mr.  Cave  said  they  would  require  all  the  names.  The 
Commissioners  were  not  satisflea  with  the  way  Mr.  Spokes 
bad  given  his  evidence. 
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TWELFTH  DAY.— FRIDAY,  Oct.  16. 

Mr.  Tboi^as  was  recalled  and  said :  The  acconnts  for 
Cowley  parish,  of  wbich  I  had  charge,  are  approximately 
tme,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  omission,  «!  find  that 
123^.  7s.  6d.  has  been  spent,  and  accoants  to  the  amount 
of  270^.  17s.  Id.  hare  yet  to  be  paid.  The  number  of 
persons  employed  was  86,  of  whom  41  were  non-voters. 
Of  the  45  voters,  15  refused  to  take  any  remuneration. 

Mr.  Cave — The  total  amount  is  upwards  of  4002. 

Mr.  Thomas— I  think  about  that.  The  accounts  I  paid 
principally  were  those  of  messengers  who  wanted 
their  money.  We  have  a  Conservative  Association 
in  Cowley  parish,  and  most  of  the  members  are  on 
the  register.  All  the  canvassers,  with  the  exception 
of  Albert  Savage,  were  voluntary  workers,  and  he  ia  a 
non-voter.  I  could  scarcely  say  that  26  messengers  were 
more  than  was  legitimately  required,  because  the  time  wai 
short,  and  because  I  was  informed  600  '^roughs'*  were  im- 
ported from  Birmingham  on  the  Liberal  side. 

Mr.  Cave — But  the  600  "  roughs"  was  a  delusion  ? 
,  Mr.  Thomas— I  tell  you  what  I  was  informed. 

Mr.  Cave — When  were  you  informed  that  ? 

Mr.  Thomas — At  the  time  the  contest  was  to  take 
place. 

Mr  Cave — And  without  enquiry  you  put  on  26  messen- 
gers to  meet  that  ? 

Mr.  Thomas— I  think  if  600  were  not  imported  some 
were. 

Mr.  Cave— According  to  the  Liberal  statement  five 
were  sufficient  to  do  the  work. 

Mr.  Thomas— According  to  their  statement. 

Mr.  Cave — My  impression  is  five  were  sufficient. 

Mr.  Thomas — Tou  must  understand  it  is  a  large  scat- 
tered parish.  The  "  orderlies"  were  employed  on  the  poll- 
ing day  to  keep  order.  I  think  there  were  46  men  em- 
ployed on  the  polling  day  besides  the  clerks.  To  the  best 
of  their  ability  they  were  trying  to  keep  order,  standing 
outside  the  polling  booth.  I  don't  know  whether  they 
took  anybody  into  custody. 

Mr.  Cave— Is  it  your  opinion  that  they  ought  to  have 
supplemented  the  police  in  Oxford  ? 

Mr.  Thomas— Not  to  supplement  the  police,  because  I 
think  they  are  under  a  baneful  influence  which  would  not 
tend  to  be  encouraging  to  the  Cooservative  party. 

Mr.  Cave— Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  they  would 
not  keep  order  in  Oxford  ? 

Mr.  Thomas — I  don't  say  that.  The  principal  number 
of  clerks  were  employed  at  Gordon's  room.  Nine  were 
permanently  at  Grordon's  room,  and  others  were  simply 
coming  in   perhaps  for    two   or    three   hours   in   the 
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eveniDfr.  The  Clerks  ivere  paid  10s.,  7s.  6d.,  and  5s.  ft 
day.  Bentbam  was  not  employed  by  us.  He  was 
engaged  by  Mr.  Matthews,  of  St.  Clement's. 

Mr.  Cave — Mr.  Walsh  has  put  down  101.  for  Savage. 
You  have  put  him  down  5^.  here. 

He  was  paid  lOs.  a  day,  and  I  think  he  did  some  extra 
work  for  Mr.  Walsh,  and  that  makes  up  the  difference.  I 
don't  know  what  Boddington's  ISs.  9d.  is  for.  Tarry  57.  lOs. 
I  think  is  something  he  supplied  to  Mr.  Ban  well.  G-ray  21., 
I  think  that  is  for  putting  up  some  scaffold  poles. 
Ban  well's  7bl.  9s.  9d.  was  for  colours.  Hone  nine  guineas 
was  for  proviftions.  Smith,  51.  8s.  2d.,  also  supplied  re- 
freshments. The  Committee  clerks  and  others  assisting, 
to  the  aipount  of  20,  bad  cold  beef  and  ham. 

Mr.  Cave — That  makes  14^.  Don't  you  think  13s.  4d. 
each  for  refreshments  on  the  polling  day  is  excessive  ? 

Mr.  Thomas — Smith's  was  not  on  the  polling  day. 

Mr.  Cave— -When  was  that  ? 

Mr.  Thomas — I  don't  know,  but  I  believe  it  was  in  the 
week. 

Mr.  Cave — I  am  not  satisfied  at  all  with  your  evidence, 
and  I  don't  think  you  have  dealt  frankly  with  us.  I  look  on 
these  messengers  and  "  orderlies  "  as  being  in  excess  of 
the  requirements.  I  don't  think  you  have  answered  my 
questions  frankly. 

Mr.  Thomas — What  do  you  mean  by  frankly  ?  I  have 
given  you  my  belief  on  the  subject,  and  I  should  imagine 
that  is  frank  enough. 

Mr.  Cave— I  decline  to  have  any  further  discussion  with 
you. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — I  do  not  think  that  we  could  ha^  done 
with  less  than  nine  clerks.  Some  were  employed  on  the 
polling  day  and  some  for  only  one  or  two  hours  in  thdday. 

Thomas  Spokes  was  then  recalled,  he  said — With  regard 
to  the  receipt  (produced)  for  211.  for  the  Hythe  Bridge 
Street  Committee  room,  Mr.  Wells  told  me  I  must  give 
Mr.  Walsh  a  receipt  for  it.  I  said  that  as  I  had  had  no 
business  with  Mr.  Walsh  he  hskd  better  manage  that  him- 
self. The  handwriting  you  have  there  is  not  mine.  I 
don't  know  whose  it  is.  I  was  employed  at  the  April 
election  in  tracing  removals.  I  cannot  give  the  names  of 
any  one  who  came  to  the  Committee  room  except  Mr.  Wells, 
but  others  visited.  The  messengers  were  engaged  in  dis- 
tributing the  bills  in  Wolvercote,  Wytham.  and  other 
parts.  Two  men*  went  to  Wolvercote.  There  are  six 
voters  there  (a  laugh).  They  posted  bills  on  the  way. 
There  were  12  messengers.  James  Allen  was  a  messenger. 
He  did  the  same  as  the  rest.  When  there  was  nothing  to 
do  he  sat  in  the  room. 

Mr.  Cave—Will  you  swear  the  men  were  not  sitting  in 
the  room  one-third  of  the  time  ? — They  might  te. 

Were  these  men  employed  with  the  view  of  influencing 
their  votes  ?  —No. 
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Do  yoa  expect  as  to  believe  that?— I  don't  think  aboTt 
three  had  votes. 

Were  they  sons  of  voters?— Yes. 

You  are  come  here  to  tell  us  the  truth,  and  not  to  im- 
pose upon  us,  and  if  you  do  not  answer  truthfully  we  shall 
give  you  no  protection,  and  the  consequence  is  that  you 
will  be  prosecuted. — I  intend  to  tell  the  truth. 

Were  these  persons  employed  with  the  view  of  influenc- 
ing their  votes? — I  never  asked  them  for  their  votes. 

Did  you  employ  them  to  prevent  them  being  employed 
on  the  other  side  ?— Yes, 

And  you  did  not  think  if  they  were  employed  on  the 
other  side  they  would  probably  vote  for  them  ? — No.  They 
were  all  Conservatives. 

Then  you  don't  think  the  voters  would  be  infla^oed  by 
their  sons  being  employed? — I  don't  think  so.  I  have 
heard  that  a  man  named  James  Allen,  who  was  in  my 
employ,  was  given  5b.  by  Mr.  Payne.  He  received  11, 16s. 
from  me. 

Mr.  Wells  was  re-called.  He  said  :  I  do  not  know  the 
receipt  produced.  I  may  have  told  Spokes  he  would  have 
to  give  Mr.  Walsh  a  receipt  for  212.  I  told  Spokes  to  see 
Mr.  Draper  or  Mr.  Walsh,  and  if  he  wanted  any  more 
money  he  must  get  it  from  them.  He  did  not  say  he  would 
have  nothing  to  do  with  Mr.  Walsh.  I  have  spent  more 
than  5002.  in  Municipal  and  Parliamentary  elections  during 
the  last  12  years.  I  spent  a  great  deal  when  Mr.  Hall 
stood  in  1874.  I  think  I  was  2002.  out  of  pocket  over 
the  two  elections  in  1874,  but  I  had  202.  for  the  second 
election.  I  did  not  spend  so  much  in  April.  I  sent 
in  a  claim  for  892.  In  the  three  elections  I  must 
have  spent  3002.  My  own  election  in  the  North 
Ward  cost  about  1002.  There  were^  several  other 
municipal  elections  I  took  an  interest  in.  The  object 
of  employing  the  men  was  to  keep  them  out  of  the 
enemy's  camp.  I  think  it  was  the  Thursday  before  the 
election  that  Mr.  Dayman  left  £150  with  Mrs.  Wells.  I 
spent  that  on  the  May  election.  I  was  given  to  under- 
stand I  was  not  to  use  it  for  this  election,  but  having  it  by 
me  I  used  it.  I  afterwards  sent  in  a  claim  for  the  money 
I  spent-- 2002. —and  I  have  received  1502.  on  account.  Tha 
latter  payment  is  by  cheque,  drawn,  I  believe,  by  Mr. 
Dayman  on  August  6.  I  did  not  receive  1502.  from  Mr. 
Walsh  as  well  as  Mr.  Dasrman.  I  did  not  receive  1502.  in 
September  or  October  from  Mr.  Dayman.  August,  I 
believe,  is  the  date. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— The  money  given  to  Mrs.  Wells  was  in 
notes.  Mr.  Dayman  sent  for  me  te  his  office,  and  I  there 
saw  Mr,  Calcutt.  We  talked  over  the  election,  and  Mr. 
Oalcutt  and  myself  mentioned  that  we  were  out  of  pocket. 
We  were  willing  to  work  again,  but  could  not  pay  the  men 
out  of  our  own  pockets.  Mr.  Dayman  said  they  were 
going  to  make  ns  a  present,  but  he  did  not  mention  the 
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HBDHiit.  Nothing  was  said  at  the  meetiDg  about  the 
money  not  being  spent  on  the  May  election.  I  did 
Bot  know  where  the  money  was  to  come  from.  I 
thought  it  was  his  money.  I  knew  that  Mr.  Dayman 
had  aJiways  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  Conservative 
party.  I  did  not  think  he  gave  me  the  money  as  the 
agent  of  the  Conservative  party. 

By  Mr.  Ridley— I  oommeneed  work  before  Mr.  Day- 
aan  sent  for  me.  I  should  have  conducted  the  election  in 
my  district  in  the  same  way  if  I  had  not  received  the  1501,, 
but  perhaps  not  spent  so  much.     I  should  have  gone  on 

raying  the  men,  but  I  could  not  pay  them  all.  I  think 
had  the  100^.  from  Mr.  Matthews  before  I  received  the 
1602.  from  Mr.  Dayman,  but  I  would  not  be  positive.  I 
mifffat  have  said  to  Mr.  Dayman  money  must  be  provided 
for  the  election,  but  to  no  one  else. 

By  Mr.  Cavp — Altbongh  I  was  told  not  to  spend  the 
150^.  on  the  election,  I  did  po  because  I  knew  I  should 
be  paid  again,  and  I  did  not  want  to  touch  my  money. 
When  people  are  out  of  work  and  in  distress  they  come 
to  me  all  the  year  round,  and  I  scarcely  ever  refuse  to 
assist  them.  1  have  no  doubt  this  is  done  to  keep  up  the 
influencing  of  their  votes. 

The  Rev.  W.  West,  bursar  of  Lincoln  College,  said — I 
have  lived  in  Oxford  29  years.  From  the  year  1874 1  have 
been  a  member  of  the  Conservative  Registration  Society. 
I  did  not  take  part  in  the  1874  election.  I  interested  my-^ 
•elf  in  the  April  and  May  elections.  When  it  was 
announced  there  was  to  be  a  contest  I  commenced  to  work. 
I  was  working  in  the  Jericho  district  with  Mr.  Gregson. 
I  undertook  to  canvass  three  or  four  streets.  I^did  not 
engage  clerks  or  messengers  or  recommend  who  should  be 
employed.  I  knew  there  was  an  increase  of  persons  employed 
on  the  polling  day  for  the  purpose  of  fetching  up  voters. 
I  did  not  know  that  112  persons  were  employed  in  this 
district.  At  the  first  election  Mr.  Walsh  reproached  me 
for  the  number  of  messengers  employed.  I  said  I  thought 
there  were  not  many  more  than  20.  I  consider  112  persona 
too  many.  I  found  it  necessary  to  have  four  persons  to 
MsiBt  me  to  bring  up  24  voters.  I  was  told  that  in  Birming- 
bam  they  assigned  one  man  to  bring  up  every  two  voters. 
(Laughter.)  It  took  me  nearly  two  hours  to  find  one  man. 
I  do  not  know  the  number  of  vehicles  engaged.  I  knew 
that  refreshments  were  supplied  to  the  Committee  room 
on  the  polling  day  in  April,  and  I  thought  the  same 
would  be  done  in  May.  I  saw  the  particulars  in  the 
petition,  and  I  know  my  name  was  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  some  charges  of  bribery.  I  don't  know 
Moses  Stanbrook.  I  did  not  promise  him  anything.  I 
know  Thomas  Bowell,  Wellington  Street.  I  employed 
him,  or  asked  Mr.  Gregson  to  do  so  ;  I  did  not  canvass  him. 
I  spoke  to  him,  but  I  never  offered  him  any  inducement  t» 
oome  on  onr  side.    I  met  near  the  Ratcliffe  Lifirmary  twa 
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men  wbom  I  supposed  to  be  messengers  of  the  Walton 
Orescent  room.  I  asked  them  where  they  were  going,  and 
tiiey[flaidtoSammertown.  They  then  asked  for  some  Mer.  I 
-enqnired  why  they  did  not  get  something  from  Mr.  Gregson. 
I  gave  them  Is.  and  told  them  to  get  some  bread  and 
■cheese  and  beer.  A  man  named  Harris  might  have  been 
one  of  them.  I  did  not  know  their  names  or  whether  they 
were  voters.  I  lent  a  man  named  Newport  half-a-crown^ 
who  had  been  canvassing  the  streets  with  me.  He  has 
not  paid  me.  The  men  working  with  me  sometimes  asked 
me  to  lend  them  money,  and  I  lent  a  shilling  or  two.  Proba- 
bly the  men  were  voters.  None  of  these  small  sums  have 
been  repaid.  I  know  Davies'  room.  There  was  no- 
thing colonrable  in  engaging  it.  It  was  used  by  me  on  the 
polling  day,  and  I  paid  for  it  out  of  my  own  po(^et.  I  sent 
down  refreshment  from  Lincoln  College  for  myself,  and 
some  of  the  men  assisting  also  partook  of  it.  I  did  not 
lend  Newport  or  the  others  money  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
•flnencing  their  votes.  I  don't  remember  whether  I 
lent  money  at  the  April  election.  The  men  were  safe  to 
vote  on  our  side  under  any  drcumstances. 

By  Mr.  Cave — With  reference  to  the  polling  arrange- 
ments in  Jericho,  I  was  very  much  annoyed  to  find  at 
the  May  election  that  the  polling-place  was  put  in 
Gloucester  Green  and  that  we  could  not  get  vehicles  in. 
I  thought  it  would  have  been  better  if  there  had  been  a 
polling-place  for  Jericho  and  one  for  St.  Thomas.  The 
whole  number  of  votes  to  be  canvassed  was  635,  bat  I  did 
not  canvass  one-half  of  them — it  might  be  about  one-sixth. 
The  Conservative  promises  at  the  April  election  were  324, 
4iLe  Liberals,  as  reported,  were  240.  At  the  May  election 
the  Conservative  ptomises  were  300,  but  they  were  more 
reliable.  It  is  the  general  opinion  of  the  Conservative  party 
that  the  freeman's  charities  are  distributed  for  poUticid 
purposes.  I  know  Mr.  Thos.  Mallam,  agent  of  the  Badical 
party,  beinf?  the  clerk,  it  is  supposed  the  Liberals  are 
favoured.  The  Liberals  are  more  zealous  for  their  party 
than  the  Conservatives.  The  members  of  the  Police  Com- 
mittee are  mainly  Liberals.  It  is  very  much  supposed 
there  is  political  bias  there.  I  have  been  informed  that 
cases  that  come  before  the  Police  Committee  are  settled 
by  the  Committee  and  are  not  brought  before  the  Magis- 
trates, and  especially  if  it  is  in  favour  of  Kadical  voters. 
'<A  laugh.) 

Mr.  Cave — Can  you  give  me  any  instance  of  that  kind? 
— ^No.     I  have  heard  that  expression  of  opinion. 

But  can  you  refer  to  any  instance  ? — No.  I  have  never 
been  before  them.  (Laughter).  I  have  also  been  told  that 
some  of  the  Badical  visiting  Magistrates  will  even  toady 
to  the  prisoners  with  the  view  of  securing  their  votes  when 
they  come  out.  Of  course  I  don't  know  that  it  is  so. 
I  know  that  the  Mayor,  because  a  man  in  the  street 
•called  ."  Hall  for  ever "  at  the  time  the  Judges  were 
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sitting  on  the  election  trial,  seized  the  man  himself  and 
handed  him  oyer  to  the  police.  When  I  heard  of  it 
I  went  round  to  the  Police  Station  to  bail  him  ont.  I 
doubt  whether  the  Mayor  would  have  done  so  if  he  had 
said  "  Harcourt  for  ever.' 

Can  you  give  us  his  name?— No.  I  did  not  bail  him 
out  because  the  Mayor  did  noti  go  on  with  it.  I  believe 
he  found  he  had  done  wrong. 

Then  he  was  not  actually  taken  to  prison  ? — No ;  he  was 
kept  at  the  Station  about  twenty  minutes  or  half -an- 
hour.    The  register  ought  to  be  brought  out  in  a  complete 
form  on  the  first  day  of  January  every  year.    When  I  got 
the  register  I  found  that  a  Conservati7e  lodger  had  been 
left  out  named  William  Walter   Harrison,   University 
Beadle ;  another  of  our  voters— Stapleton — was  left  out ; 
and  I  found  that  Bottomley  was  also  left  out ;  and  Owen 
told  me  that  altogether  there  were  13  or  15  omissions  of 
Gonservativd  voters.     Four  names  which  the  Revising 
Barrister  had  allowed  in  the  Cowley  district  were  not  in- 
sorted,  and  were  added  afterwards.  Four  names  which  the 
Bevising  Barrister  had  struck  out  were  still  remaining, 
and  had  to  be  struck  out.    I  did   not  get  a  complete 
register  until  the  22nd  of  January.    On  the  16th  or  17th 
of  January  I  demanded  a  copy  of  the  register.    A  differ- 
ence of  !ten  votes  on  the  register  is  an  important  thing. 
At  the  first  election  the  Conservatives  were  only  beaten 
by  ten  votes.    On  asking  for  an  eitplanation,  Mr.  Dudley 
remarked  that  there  very  likely  might  be  more  mistakes.  I 
do  not  suggest  that  it  was  done  purposely,  but  it  was  very 
careless.    At  the  last  election  there  was  a  large  colourable 
employment  of  voters,  but  I  am  not  inclined  to  believe 
that  the  freemen  are  more  open  to  that  kind  of  corruption. 
I  was  frequently  asked  by  men  to  put  them  on,  out  I 
said    I    had    nothing     to    do     with     it.      There  was 
an  excessive  employment   of    men    in  the  April  elec- 
tion   if    40  were  employed   in  the  Jericho  district.    I 
did  not  ^take  steps  to  prevent  excessive  employment  in 
May.    I  did  not  interfere.    I  did  not  see  so  many  men 
about  at  the  May  election  until  a  day  or  two  before  the 
polling  day.    I  don^t  admit  that  I  shut  my  eyes  to  what 
was  going  on  in  the  matter  of  exceesive  employment. 
The  elections  for  the  Town  Council  are  conducted  on 
I>olitical  principles.    I  don't  know  that  there  has  been 
colourable  employment  on  these  occasions.    I  suppose 
the  Newport  I  referred  to  is  the  man  who  has  sent  in  a  bill 
for  72. odd.    I  guaranteed  1002.  for  the  expenses  of  the  elec- 
tion.    I  have  paid  that  to  Professor  Burrows.    That 
would  form  part  of  the  2602.  he  handed  to  Mr.  Dayman. 
Kone  but  Professor  Burrows  and  myself  were  present  when 
the  money  was  handed  over.    Nothing  was  said  as  to  how 
the  money  was  to  be  expended.    Not  a  word  was  said  as 
to  its  being  handed  over  to  Mr.  Wells  and  others  for  pre- 
vious elections.     I  did  not  understand  that  was  the  des- 
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tinafeion  of  the  money.  I  thought  it  would  be  applM 
to  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the  election.  I  think  the 
first  I  heard  that  the  money  had  been  applied  to  previoos 
elections  was  when  I  read  the  report.  It  was  under- 
stood Mr.  Wells  would  take  charge  of  Oaney, 
md  Mr.  Calcntt  of  Jericho  or  Summertown,  and 
Mr.  Dayman  said  on  the  Tuesday  that  they  had  spent  a 
great  deal  of  money.  It  was  also  understood  they  woold 
not  be  expected  to  take  chaorge  of  these  distriots  without 
the  necessaries.  They  were  not  to  be  compensated  in  fulL 
but  were  to  receive  something.  Fart  of  the  money  I 
*  thought  was  for  past  services,  and  also  for  purposes  of  the 
pending  election.  I  assented  to  that  vievv  ;  that  is  I  did 
not  say  anything  against  it.  The  100^.  I  guaranteed  was 
paid  out  of  my  own  pocket. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — The  tone  of  the  Charity  Trustees  is 
Liberal.  I  don't  agree  with  the  Town  Clerk  that  they 
are  evenly  balanced  in  politics.  All  the  Trustees  ate 
well  known.  I  don't  say  they  have  administered  the 
Charities  one-sided,  but  there  is  a  general  idea  if  you  want 
anything  you  must  apply  to  the  active  men.  Aid.  Carr  is 
one.  I  have  not  heud  of  Conservative  voters  having 
received  relief  from  these  Charities.  I  have  not  watched 
the  register  in  previous  years  as  in  thiB.  The  freemen 
used  to  be  printed  as  a  separate  list,  and  I  heard 
once  the  freemen  did  not  go  beyond  the  letter  T. 
I  would  not  have  anything  to  do  with  flags.  I  should 
think  there  was  enough  colour  about.  (Laughter.) 
Stephen  Peedell  was  in  the  Jericho  district.  I  did  not 
know  what  was  going  on  at  his  house.  I  canvassed  him 
at  the  first  election,  but  not  the  second.  I  did  not 
canvass  that  part  of  the  street  in  May.  He  did  not 
promise  his  vote  to  me  the  first  time  1  went  to  him  in 
April.  Afterwards  he  came  to  the  Committee  room  and 
asked  me)  to  give  him  some  names  to  canvas.  I  thought 
he  would  be  of  no  good  and  I  tried  to  put  him  off.  He 
pressed  me,  and  so  I  gave  him  about  half  a  dozen  of  the 
most  unpromising  names.  I  think  he  is  a  half-witted  man, 
and  I  was  astonished  at  the  sentence  of  the  Judge  at  the 
Assizes.  (Slight  applause,  which  was  inmiediately  sup- 
pressed.) I  knew  that  Nat  Payne  was  a  strong  Conser- 
vative, but  I  did  not  know  what  was  going  on  at  bis  house. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— It  was  generally  said  that  Mr.  Hawkins 
was  really  the  agent  of  the  Liberal  part^  whilst  he  was 
Town  Clerk.  He  was  agent  for  Sir  William  Harcoart 
before  he  was  Town  Clerk.  I  was  told  Mr.  Hawkins  was 
going  to  resign  on  the  Monday  before  the  petition  was 
presented  on  the  following  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Walter  Peppercorn,  exan.ined  by  Mr.  Ridley,  said — 
I  am  a  solicitor  practi^ing  in  Oxford,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  the  1874  and  succeeding  elections.  I  have  lived 
at  Iffley  for  sometime,  and  I  worked  in  the  Cowley  dis- 
trict,  and    acted   as    a    canvasser   with  Mr.   Padbury 
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King,  the  Hod.  F,  Parker,  and  Mr.  Stratton.  I 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  clerks  and  messengers. 
I  do  not  know  the  number  of  men  employed.  Albert 
Sayage  went  with  me  chiefly.  Bentham  {and  ^  Bod- 
diogton  also  went  with  me.  I  made  a  suggestion  on 
the  evening  before  the  polling  day  that  they  should  not 
have  so  many  men  to  bring  voters  up.  I  knew  refreshments 
were  supplied  at  the  Committee  room.  In  the  middle  of  the 
day  I  wanted  to  get  a  glass  of  beer,  but  was  unable  to  do 
so.  The  only  two  Committee  rooms  I  engaged  were 
Gordon's  and  jBrewer*s.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  engaging 
Carter's  as  a  bill  posting  statioD.  I  gave  my  returns 
to  Mr.  Thomas,  and  he  sent  them  to  the  Central 
Committee  room.  I  was  not  in  any  way  retained. 
I  was  not  promised  anything  and  I  don't  expect  to  receive 
anything.  Lots  of  my  friends  asked  me  about  the  3,000Z., 
but  I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  it.  I  think  I  first 
heard  of  it  durmg  my  canvass.  'I  might  have  seen  Mr. 
Matthews,  but  I  did  not  know  his  name.  I  did  not  see 
•*a  man  in  the  moon."  (A  laugh.)  I  believe  my  name 
appears  in  the  petition  as  being  bribed  by  Mr.  Percival 
Walsh.  (Laughter.)  That  is  not  true. ^  I  don't  know 
where  Mr.  Monger  is  at  the  present  time.  I  was  not 
applied  to  by  people  to  put  them  on.  I  did  not  receive 
any  money.  / 

Mr.  James  Sheard,  131,  High  Street,  examined  by  Mr. 
Cave,  said,  I  am  a  member  of  the  Town  Council,  and  have 
taken  an  interest  in  the  elections  during?  the  last  two  years. 
I  canvassed  a  portion  of  the  Central  Ward,  what  I  may 
term  the  respectable  part  of  it.  I  agreed  to  do  this  can- 
vassing at  the  first  meeting  held  at  the  Koebuck.  Mr. 
Webber  Patterson  was  associated  with  me  and  Mr.  Ben- 
nett, and  the  late  Mr.  Berry.  I  did  not  engage  mes- 
sengers or  clerks,  and  I  did  not  receive  any  money  or 
pay  any  away.  Mr.  Juggins,  Mr.  Bennett,  and  Mr. 
Anstey  also  canvassed.  fVom  time  to  time  I  went  to  the 
Committee  room  and  made  returns.  I  had  no  notion 
of  the  number  of  men  employed.  It  was  said  the 
Radicals  woald  put  men  on  in  any  number.  I  made  no 
enquiry  about  them.  Possibly  I  shut  any  eyes  to  it.  It's 
all  fair  at  election  time. 

Mr,  Francis  Cripps,  examined  by  Mr.  Cowie,  said— I 
am  a  solicitor  practising  in  Oxford.  I  live  at  Summer- 
town.  My  first  experience  of  electioneering  was 
when^  I  was  agent  for  Mr.  Sergeant  Gaselee.  I  have 
been  identified  with  Summertown  for  about  half  a  century, 
and  I  worked  there  in  May.  I  engaged  a  Committee 
room  at  Swiers,  South  Parade,  Summertown.  It  was 
engaged  at  the  April  election.  I  bad  one  clerk,  Francis 
Pigott,  jun.  The  staff  of  messengers,  bill  posters, 
detectives,  orderlies,  &c.,  numbered  16.  Pigott  is  down 
for  62.,  but  I  don  t  think  he  has  received  the  money. 
The  messengers,  who  were  paid  at  the   rate  of   ds.  a 
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day,  were  Henry  Payne,  21.  10s. ;  Wm.  Fletcher, 
21  OS. ;  Edward  William  Simms,  15s.  ;  William  Carpen- 
ter, 21, ;  Thomas  Clements,  11 ;  William  Peake  11  l(hi. ; 
Henry  Hazell,  11  10s. ;  John  Smith,  11,  (includinsr  hire 
of  pony  and  trap) ;  Greorge  Hedges,  11 ;  William 
Matthews,  10s. ;  T.  Rowland,  11 :  William  Busby, 
7s.  6d.  (for  the  pollinf?  day) ;  George  Castell,  1{  lOs.  ;  B 
Howell,  7s. 6d.,  and  John  Simms,  21 10s.  I  don't  remember 
having  employed  anyone  else.  All  these  men  were  paid  by 
me  the  sums  I  have  mentioned,  and  vouchers  were  sent 
to  Mr.  Walsh.  I  paid  all  the  money  myself  amomitint;  to 
191,  lOs.  and  have  not  received  anything  yet.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  abstract  from  my  account :  conveyances  71, 1(^. ; 
Committee  room  expenses  including  clerks  14^.  12a.  ;  mes- 
sengers 19^.  10s.  The  receipt  was  undoubtedly  signed  by 
the  clerk.  My  claim  in  all  amounted  to  41Z.  129.,  and 
deducting  clerks'  remuneration  1  am  35^  12s.  out  of  pocket. 
A  man  has  given  a  receipt  for  21.  2b,  which  he  has 
not  received.  It  was  for  two  meetings  which  were  held 
at  his  house.  I  do  not  see  anything  wrong  in  giving  these 
receipts. 

Mr.  Cave— I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  say  so. 

Mr.  Cripps — I  consider  election  business  and  private 
business  very  different,  but  I  should  not  object  to  give  a 
person  a  receipt  without  the  money  if  I  knew  him. 

The  President— It  strikes  me  you  have  been  assisting 
in  committing  a  fraud  upon  the  Act  by  giving  these 
receipts. 

Mr.  Cripps— I  had  supreme  charge  of  Summertown.  I 
have  not  made  any  charge  for  my  services.  I  worked  for 
the  cause,  as  I  was  the  first  man  to  suggest  to  Mr.  Hall 
that  he  should  contest  Oxford  in  1870  or  1872.  I  am  aware  I 
was  changed  in  the  election  particulars  with  bribing  several 
I>eople.  I  know  Edward  Carpenter.  He  was  employed  by 
me.  I  paid  him  £2.  He  was  engaged  seven  days,  receiv- 
ing 5s.  extra  on  the  day  of  the  poll.  Before  he  was  em- 
ployed I  called  at  his  house  and  saw  his  wife  and  left  word 
for  Carpenter  to  call  on  me.  Ha  was  loitering  about  the 
village  with  a  man  named  East  carrying  a  red  flag  and 
making  himself  a  nuisance.  I  was  not  apprehensive  that 
he  would  go  on  the  other  side.  I  had  employment 
for  all  the  men,  and  could  have  done  with  more.  I 
had  thirteen  at  the  April  election.  The  nominal 
strength  of  the  register  in  the  district  is  190 ;  about  125 
of  these  supported  Mr.  Hall — in  fact  the  working  men 
were  his  supporters,  and  his  opponents  chapel-goers  and 
rabid  teetotallers.  Bobert  Howell  was  employed  for  one 
day.^  Creorge  Hedges  was  employed  for  four  days  ;  no 
n>ecial  promise  was  made  to  him.  I  did  not  employ 
Samuel  Castell.  He  is  74  years  of  age,  and  is  father  of 
the  Castell  who  was  engaged.  I  did  not  employ  the  son 
to  influence  the  father's  vote.  I  don't  know  Vincent 
Pletcher,    Parsons  is  a  Summertown  man,  but  I  did  not 
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give  him  anythmg.  I  found  Mr.  Nuttall  had  be^n  to  Sum- 
mertown  trying  to  induce  men  to  change  their  minds,  and 
I  got  my  men  together,  and  he  beat  a  retreat  to  Oxford. 
I  did  not  engage  Frederick  Walker.  I  canvassed  him  and 
hepromiped  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  I  hired  a  conveyance 
off  John  Hazell.  The  charge  against  John  James  Gell- 
ing in  the  particulars  is  very  ludicrous.  He  is  a  Master 
of  Arte  and  a  gentleman  of  private  fortune.  I  have  not 
paid  for  any  refreshments,  nor  have  I  had  any  claim  made 
upon  me.  Two  detectives  and  tbe  drivers  on  the  polling 
day  had  refreshments. 

ny  Mr.  Cave— I  know  of  no  illegitimate  expenditure. 
At  the  time  I  handed  in  the  vouchers  the  messengeis  were 
all  paid.  Saxton  and  Pigott  have  not  been  paid.  I  ofave 
instructioos  to  the  bill  posters  to  put  bills  where  they  got 
permission  and  anywhere  else  when  opportunity  presented 
itself.  The  account  was  made  up  to  18^  Ss.  for  various 
items,  which  brought  up  the  total  to  602.  The  bill  poster's 
material  was  21. ;  that  was  for  whiskey  when  they  went 
out  at  night.  We  decorated  the  Kadical  Committee  room 
and  the  Kadical  temperance  and  carriers'  carts. 

Mr.  Cave  said  that  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  accounts 
should  not  be  filed  unless  they  were  paid. 

Mr.  Cripps— When  I  rendered  tbe  vouchers  I  expected 
to  be  paid  in  a  lump  sum.  With  regard  to  what  the 
Mayor  and  Town  Clerk  has  said  about  the  out-of-town 
freemen  being  a  venal  and  corrupt  body,  I  mi^st  say  I 
think  they  are  the  cream  of  the  constituency,  and  the 
only  nune  which  appeared  at  all  -'snooky"  is  that  of  the 
gentleman  who  so  conveniently  got  six  week's  credit  for 
a  ton  of  coal  from  Mr.  Buckell  on  the  day  of  the  poll. 
The  assertion  of  the  Mayor  and  Town  Clerk  is  a  slander 
upon  the  freemen.  I  have  no  facts  to  bring  forward  ao  to 
cnarities  being  administered  from  political  motives,  but 
there  is  a  conviction  amongst  Conservatives^  generally — 
and  it  is  my  own  conviction — that  all  the  official  influence, 
patronage,  and  distribution  of  benefactions  is  brought 
to  bear  at  Parliamentary  and  municipal  elections. 

Mr.  Francis  Pigott  said :  I  was  employed  as  a  clerk 
tinder  Mr.  Cripps.  I  have  not  been  paid  for  my  services. 
I  gave  a  receipt,  being  fully  satisfied  I  should  have  the 
money  another  day. 

Mr.  Bidley— The  receipt  is  for  11?, 

Mr.  Pigott — The  difference  is  for  odds  and  ends.  I  have 
not  received  the  6^  for  my  services. 

Mr.  Cave— I  must  warn  you  not  to  give  receipts  for 
money  yon  have  not  received.  It  is  a  matter  which  may 
lead  to  more  serious  consequences. 

Mr.  Fredk.  Bacon,  James  Street,  Cowley  Koad,  said  :  I 
was  engaged  at  the  last  election  in  St.  Clement's.  Mr. 
Morrell,  Mr.  Druce,  Mr.  Bailey,  Mr.  Matthews,  and  Mr. 
Dormer  were  the  working  members  of  the  Committee.  I 
received  on  May  lit,  30?.;  May  13, 130^;  and,  I  believe 
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kind  of  accoantant,  had  [51.  as  Vice-Chainnan  ;  Harman 
assisted  in  canvassing,  and  faa  had  3/.  15i. ;  I  can't  sa^  wha€  - 
Johnstone  was  doing.  The  canvassers  were  Mr.  Morr^l, 
Headington  Hill  Hall,  Mr.  F.  Bacon,  Mr.  Jagaea  Bailey, 
Dr.  Todd,  Mr.  H.  Bruce,  and  Mr.  Stratton,  besides  se- 
veral volunteers.  They  took  canvass  books  from  me 
and  returned  them.  Men  were  paid  to  show  the 
canvassers  the  houses  of  the  voters.  Feadell, who  assisted  the 
canvassers,  v>  a  carpenter,  and  is  not  the  man  who  was  .con- 
victed of  bribery.  Mr.  Thomas  sent  me  the  following  men 
to  be  put  on  :  Boulter,  Johnstone,  Stevens  (2),  Ludlow, 
i^entham,  and  a  boy  named  Turner.  I  paid  the  mt-n  em- 
ployed,  and  those  sent  to  me  by  Mr.  Thomas.  I 
struck  off  eight  names  that  came  in  Mr.  Thomas'  list 
because  I  had  paid,  them,  I  was  not  in  want  of  the  men 
Mr.  Thomas  sent.  I  could  have  supplied  him  with  <^uite 
sufficient  to  work  his  district.  There  was  a  Committee 
room  at  East's.  There  were  no  committee  or  canvassera, 
and  no  returns  were  made  to  that  house.  .  All  the  printing 
was  sent  out  from  Bacon's  room.  The  circulars  were  directed 
at  Melnai's  room,  and  distributed  from  Bacon's.  Preston 
assisted  Stratton ;  Cox  was  with  Mr.  Bacon  ;  Shepherd 
assisted  Mr.  Morrell ;  Gardener  went  where  he  was 
Wanted.  Mr.  East  did  a  great  deal  of  writiocr  for  na  in 
the  first  instance,  and  went  through  the  list.  The  reason  ' 
the  literature  was  not  distributed  from^  Melnai's  was 
because  we  had  enough  to  do  there  without.  Boulter 
acted  as  chairman  at  Bacon's,  and  saw  the  work  was 
done.  I  don't  know  what  the  vice-chairman  did.  I  had 
five  bill  posters,  who  were  paid  152.  128.  ;  there  were  eight 
detectives  and  15  fetchers  up,  who  had  lOs.  a  day  ;  other  ex- 
penses 3S2.    The  sum  total  comes  to  about  2202. 

Mr.  Cave — The  sum  actually  received  was  2302.  What 
became  of  the  other  102.  ?— ^The  money  was  drawn  accord- 
ing to  the  wages  sheet. 

But  you  have  given  me  the  items,  and  T  add  and  find  it 
£221 10s.  There  are  other  92.  unaccounted  for.  —I  cannot 
give  you  this  information. 

There  are  four  persons  who  supplied  refreshments,  cost- 
ing 142.  9b.  lOd  ?— X  es,  but  Boulter's  name  should  be  added. 
Shepherd  supplied  refreshments  without  orders.  As  far 
as  I  know  these  are  all  the  sums  I  have  paid.  The  412. 
12b.  8d.  outstanding  claims  have  been  paid,  but  I  have  not 
received  the  money.  All  the  bills  were  sent  to  Mr. 
Bacon.  I  have  given  you  all  I  can  remember.  I  dont 
suppose  there  are  any  outstanding  claims  in  our  district. 
I  had  flags  from  Mr.  Seary,  of  Queen  Street.  I  believe 
Mr.  Spackman  told  me  to  get  flags  from  S^ary's. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — I  had  instruction  from  Bacon  to  destroy 
all  papers,  because  Mr.  Walsh  said  it  was  undesirable  to 
keep  them. 

Mr.  Bacon  recalled,  said — I  am  aware  a  large  number 
of  messengera  were  employed;    I  knew  that  about  ton 
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men  were  asButing  in  eanrasBiog.  Cox  is  a  saddler.  He 
assisted  me  aboat  two  hours,  for  which  he  received  lOs. 
That  I  ooDsider  too  much.  Besides  the  2S0^  I  have  men- 
tiooed  I  never  received  any  other  suibs. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bennett  handed  in  his  accounts. 

Mr.  Goddard  was  called  and  examined  by  Mr.  Kidley. 
He  said — I  am  a  book-binder,  and  I  took  part  in  the  May 
election.  I  was  employed  at  the  Oeney  committee  room 
as  clerk  and  canvasser.  There  were  two  othets  besides 
myself  employed,  George  Browning  and  F,  Kidge.  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  engaging  clerks.  I  do  not  know  how 
many  messeoRers  we  had,  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
engaging  them  or  employing  them.  I  devised  theplan 
lor  sending  the  men  about  the  country  with  bills.  When 
the  men  had  nothing  to  do  they  had  to  work  away  and 
come  another  time.  There  was  no  agreement  as  to  what 
I  should  be  paid.  I  was  engaged  in  the  April  election. 
I  had  nothing  to  do  with  any  other  committee  room.  My 
duty  was  to  be  inside  the  committee  room,  directing  the  men 
what  to  do  and  trying  to  find  them  employment.  I  think 
Ridgeand  Browning  were  employed  at  the  rate  of  lOa.a  day. 
Browning  had  been  employed  between  the  first  and  second 
elections.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  out-of-town 
voters  on  the  day  of  the  election.  I  know  Francis  Francis. 
He  is  in  the  Workhouse.  After  he  had  polled  he  came 
down  and  had  refreshments  at  Mr.  Wells'  house.  I  never 
promised  him  anything.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  Gardener, 
a  publican,  at  Mr.  Wells'  house.  Hayward  is  a  rail- 
way guard.  I  did  not  offer  him  11.  for  an  india  rubber  tobacco 
pouch.  I  gave  bim  6d.  for  a'pouob.  I  am  in  the  habit  of  buy- 
ing pouches  in  that  way  because  the  india  rubber  of  which 
they  are  made  is  more  suitable  than  any  other  india 
rubber  for  rubbing  the  gilt  off  the  edees  of  books.  (Witness 
produced  a  piece  of  rubber  meltea  down  from  a  pouch 
which  he  had  used  for  this  purpose.)  There  was  a  much  more 
serious  charge  against  Hayward  wno  had  offered  Cook,  at 
the  Old  Gate  House,  to  get  four  votes  if  he  would  give 
him  71,  or  8/.  I  knew  the  employment  of  men  was 
excessive,  but  we  were  simply  following  in  the  step^  of 
the  Radicals. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— Francis  came  to  me  on  the  following 
day,  land  I  gave  him  *two  pennyworth  of  whiskey.  I 
I  never  offered  more  than  sixpence  on  this  occasion  for 
the  pouch.  There  was  another  old  fellow  who  came 
from  the  Workhouse.  I  think  as  many  as  20  had  refresh- 
ments at  Mr.  Wells'  house,  consisting  of  cold  roast  beef 
and  cheese.  They  had  it  after  they  had  voted— men  who 
came  from  a  distance. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — I  have  often  been  at  Mr.  Cook's  house 
on  other  occasions  than  the  time  of  the  election,  but  I 
never  saw  people  have  beer  without  paying  for  it.  We  were 
followed  about  by  a  man  named  Knight,  oneof  Mr.Nuttall's 
men.    There  were  several  strangers  about  Mr.  Cook's 


168 

house  during  the  election,  and  we  thought  they  were 
Bpies.  I  generally  go  to  Cook's  in  the  evening ;  it  is  on  my 
way  home. 

Mr.  Peppercorn— In  the  evidence  I  gave  yesterday 
I  said  I  suggested  the  evening  before  the  poll  that 
there  should  not  be  too  many  bringers  up.  What  I 
intended  to  eay  was  that  the  bringers  up  should  not  take 
too  many  voters. 

Mr.  Calcutt  re-called  —  I  received  the  sum  of  1002. 
through  my  wife  from  Mr.  Dayman.  I  believe  it  was  on 
the  29tb,  the  Thursday  before  the  election.  Mr.  Dayman 
is  an  old  friend  of  mine.  I  had  expressed  mv  opinion  to 
Mr.  Dayman  that  1,0002..  had  been  spent  by  me  prin- 
cipally in  Parliamentary  elections.  I  have  no  doubt  I 
was  considerably  out  of  pocket  over  the  1874  election. 
There  are  so  many  calls  upon  a  man  in  the  North  Ward, 
that  I  cannot  possibly  tell  what  I  have  expended.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  tell  what  I  have  spent  in  the  elections 
since  1874.  X  should  think  it  would  be  nearer  2002.  than 
1002.  It  was  spent  as  was  customary  in  Oxford,  and  in 
ways  which  I  expect  could  not  bear  the  Pght.  In  the  1868 
election  I  think  I  was  3002.  out  of  pocket.  I  have  contested 
the  North  Ward  four  times  at  municipal  elections. 
Their  Radical  friends  estimated  a  Parliamentary  vote 
cost  12.,  and  a  municipal  vote  5s.,  and  if  that  was 
true,  calculating  the  number  of  votes  which  have  been 
recorded  for  me,  it  would  come  to  about  6002.  The  ar- 
rangement at  municipal  elections  in  the  way  of 
clerks,  messengers,  cab  hire,  and  bill  posting  is  something 
similar  to  those  at  Parliameatary  contests.  I  should 
think  there  never  was  a  municipal  election  fought  in 
Oxford  that  was  pure  since  1868.  I  understood  from  Mr. 
Dayman  that  the  1002.  was  not  to  be  used  for  election  pur- 
poses,  and  it  was  not  so  used.  I  attended  the  meeting  of 
the  Conservative  party  at  Mr.  Ward's  in  Broad 
Street,  and  Mr.  Cripps,  Mr.  Geo.  Ward,  Mr.  nnderhill, 
and  I  believe  Professor  Burrows, were  present.  The  meeting 
was  to  take  the  sense  of  those  present  as  to  opposing  Sir 
William  Harcourt.  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Walsh 
was  present.  The  chief  matter  under  discussion  was  as 
to  the  money  for  the  contest.  It  appeared  to  be  clearly 
understood  that  there  was  no  chance  of  Mr.  Hall  paying 
the  expenses  out  of  his  own  pocket.  I  believe  that  Mr. 
Evetts  mentioned  that  the  money  could  be  got  from  a 
certain  source,  if  application  was  made  for  it,  and  the  sum 
of  £3,000  was  suggested  as  necessary.  The  first  election 
in  1880  was  pure  for  Oxford.  The  Conservatives  thought 
they  could  return  Mr.  Hall  by  a'majority  of  250,  hut  they 
lost  by  ten,  and  at  the  second  election  they  determined  to 
fight  the  Radicals  with  their  own  weapons  in  employing 
men.  An  extra  £1,000  it  was  thought  would  put  the  linishng 
stroke  to  the  business  at  the  sec3nd  electon.  We  waited 
a  day  or  two  to  see  if  the  money  was  forthcoming.    I  was 
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acquainted  with  the  fact  that  a  contest  would  tak« 
place  by  receiving  a  message  from  Mr.  Evetts  on  the 
Wednesday.  I  talked  |with  Mr.  Dayman  about  the  ex- 
penses I  had  been  put  to  in  previous  contests. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — The  lOOL  I  received  from  Mr.  Dayman 
did  not  in  any  way  influence  my  conduct. 

By  Mr.  Ridley— lOOZ.  of  Matthews'  money  came  into 
my  hands  in  two  bags.  One  bag  of  402.  I  gave  to  Payne, 
and  the  other  602.  I  kept  to  eive  him  when  he  required  it. 
Payne  must  have  had  nearly .  AOl.  also  out  of  the  60^. 
I  had  lent  him  money  previously  and  that  was  deducted. 
After  the  election  Payne  told  me  he  had  had  money  from 
Matthews.  I  ^ave  never  known  an  election  that  has 
taken  place  on  other  but  political  grounds.  Public  meet' 
ings  are  held  at  chapels,  schools,  publichouses,  and  in  the 
open  air.  If  the  vote  was  taken  fairly  and  people  were  left 
a*one  to  vote  honestly  I  think  there  are  as  many  or  more 
Conservatives  than  Liberals  in  Oxford.  (Laughter.) 
There  are  about  1,000  out  of  a  constituency  of  6,000  who 
will  take  money  from  both  sides.  I  think  from  the 
Mayor  downwards  to  the  special  constables  who  keep  the 
course  on  Port  Meadow  on  the  day  of  the  races,  all  ap« 
pointmentB  are  for  a  political  purpose.  Everything  in 
connection  with  public  money  is  directly  in  the  hands  of 
the  Kadical  party.  An  application  was  made  by  the 
Chief  Constable  to  have  special  constables  at  the  tirst 
election.  I  said,  if  you  want  2Q0  have  them,  but  don't 
have  voters  as  specitd  constables.  I  was  very  much  sur- 
prised to  fiod  that  almost  every  special  constable  was  a 
voter.  I  myself  had  a  man  working  for  me  in  the  prime 
of  life,  and  sent  him  down  to  be  sworn  in,  but  they  would 
not  have  him.  He  was  not  a  voter,  but  had  he  been  a 
voter  on  the  other  side,  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  would 
have  put  him  on. 

Do  I  understand  that  no  one  gets  employment  but 
Badical  voters  ? — The  Police  Committee  have  power  to 
spend  a  considerable  quantity  of  money,  and  almost  every 
penny  is  spent  for  political  objects.  Then  we  have 
our  Market  Committee,  and  almost  every  penny  is  spent 
to  bias  voters.  Then  we  have  our  Estates  and  Water- 
works producing  something  like  between  13,0002.  and 
14,000/.  a  year.  These  entail  a  greatoutlay,and  Idon't  know 
a  single  man  who  professes  to  be  a  Conservative  that  ever 
received  a  penny  of  that  money.  Then  we  come  to  the 
Local  Board,  which  raises  something  like  14,000/.  a  year  ; 
no  matter  who  it  is,  whether  it  is  a  blacksmith,  he  is 
almost  sure  to  be  employed  if  he  belongs  to  the  Kadical 
party,  and  we  have  that  entirely  verified  through  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  city. 

You  mean  to  say  it  is  intentionally  done? — Well,  it  is 
put  up  to  a  sort  of  sham  competition,  but  somehow  or 
other  these  men  all  get  the  worlL 
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What  do  you  mean  by  a  sham  competition  ? — ^Two  or 
three  men  are  invited,  but  it  is  sure  to  go  into  the  hands 
of  these  men  The  Kadical  party  has  all  the  power,  azKl 
they  take  good  care  of  their  political  friends.  I  am  a 
member  of  several  committees,  and  I  have  named  my 
friends,  but  I  don*t  know  a  single  case  where  theyhave 
been  employed.  I  am  the  only  Conservative  on  the  Water 
Works  Committee.  It  was  only  by  accident  I  got  on. 
,  Mr.  John  Juggins,  13,  High  Street,  examined  by 
Mr.  Cowie,  said— I  have  resided  in  Oxford  25  years, 
and  I  have  taken  an  interest  in  the  elections  in  Oxford. 
It  was  on  the  Wednesday  that  I  heard  there  was  to 
be  a  contest.  At  a  rou?h  gneps  I  think  I  have  spent 
£1,000  during  the  last  12  years  in  elections.  I  see 
Mr.  Dayman  said  that  was  an  exaggeration.  I  have  never 
kept  any  account.  The  first  election  I  spent  money  was 
in  1868.  I  have  no  idea  how  much  I  spent.  I  could  not 
tell  whether  it  is  1,000^.,  900Z.,  or  800^.  I  have  spent.  I 
caa't  say  whether  I  spent  100^.  or  over  at  Dr.  I>eane'8 
election.  The  next  time  I  spfeut  money  was  at  the  1874 
election — it  must  be  about  502.  In  the  April  election  I  must 
have  spent  money,  but  I  can't  tell  you  how  much.  I  am 
desirous  of  telling  the  truth. 

Mr.  Cave — We  thinJc  you  can  tell  us  something  more 
than  you  have. 

Mr.  Juggins— You  are  mistaken.  I  did  not  spend  1002. 
in  April.  With  regard  to  the  municipal  elections,  I 
have  been  concerned  with  them  since  1865  ;  T  was  returned 
in  that  year.  It  cost  me  701,  or  802.,  and  was  spent  in  the 
employment  of  persons.  I  have  been  more  or  less  con- 
cerned in  the  elections  every  year.  The  remainder  of  the 
money  has  been  spent  in  these  municipal  contests.  I 
have  not  kept  any  memorandum.  My  calculation  is  only 
a  rough  guess.  All  the  money  I  spent  was  for  the  Con- 
servative cause,  whether  ia  the  employment  of  voters  or 
not.  The  employment,  no  doubt,  was  to  influence  the 
votes  of  the  men.  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  after  the  election 
that  I  mentioned  that  I  was  1.0002.  out  of  pocket.  It 
may  have  been  before.  Mr.  Dayman  said  he  wished  to 
acknowledge  my  services  in  the  past,  and  he  handed  me 
502.  in  gold,  and  told  me  that  it  was  not  to  be  spent  in  the 
pending  election.  I  think  the  1,0002.  I  had  expended  must 
have  been  named  on  the  Wednesday  before  the  election. 
I  put  the  502.  in  mv  business.  I  canvassed  High  Street 
as  far  as  St.  Mary's  Church,  Com  Market  Street,  the  top 
of  St.  Aldate's,  and  Queen  Street.  I  did  not  employ  any 
persons,  and  I  did  not  expend  any  mone^  in  the  May  elec- 
tiou.  I  reported  to  the  Central  Committee  the  result  of 
my  canvass.  I  fetched  up  a  few  voters  on  the  polling 
day.  I  heard  of  some  forged  ballot  papers,  and  it  was 
reported  three  or  four  had  been  found  in  the  box.  I  don't 
know  who  told  me.  I  am  sure  it  was  not  Mr.  Dudley.  I 
heard  of  this  matter  the  Monday  or  Tuesday  after  the 
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election  ;  I  was  told  the  Conservatives  forged  tbem.  '  I 
informed  Mr.  Dayman  and  Mr.  Walsh  of  what  I  had 
heard.  The  50^.  I  received  from  Mr.  Dayman  did  not 
inflnence  my  conduct  at  the  election.  If  Mr.  Hall  was 
put  up  to-morrow  I  should  do  the  same  thing.  I  thought 
it  hard  lines  I  had  not  been  paid  some  of  the  1^000^ 

By  Mr.  Cave— I  ppentthe  1.0002.  in  behalf  of  "the  cause." 

Mr.  Cave  remarked  that  *'  the  cause  *'  appeared  to  be 
securing  his  own  return  at  the  municipal  elections. 

Mr.  Juggins — I  spent  money  at  my  election  in  1865.  I 
can't  name  any  other  candidate  at  whose  election  I  spent 
money.  I  did  not  apply  to  Dr.  Deane  or  Mr.  Hall  for 
payment  of  the  money  I  had  expended.  I  never  expected 
It.  The  bOl.  came  to  me  as  a  pleasant  surprise.  I  did 
not  have  the  curiosity  to  ask  where  it  came  from. 

By^  Mr.  Ridley— Mr.  Walsh  paid  me  1002.  for  coloure. 
This  is  the  first  election  I  have  supplied  colours.  I  think 
I  have  only  stood  two  contests  during  the  whole  of  the 
time.  If  any  dinners  were  wanted,  or  anything  else  for 
the  Conservative  cause,  we  put  our  hands  in  our  pockets. 
Attending  public  meetings  costs  money.  When  I  go  to 
a  meeting  at  a  publichouse  I  generally  stand  something. 
(A  laugh.)  I  spent  money  mostly  in  treating,  and  for 
printing  on  my  own  account.  If  anything  is  wanted  we 
pat  our  hands  in  our  pockets.  People  are  not  in  the  habit 
of  asking  for  money  as  elections  are  going  on,  but  at  other 
times,  when  aman  is  bard  up,  I  have  generally  assisted  them, 

Mr.  Hobdell,  examined  by  Mr.  Ridley,  said— I  am  an 
auctioneer,  and  have  taken  an  interest  in  Parliamentary 
and  municipal  elections.  I  stood  for  the  West  Ward,  and 
it  cost  me  1201,  or  1302.  I  was  unsuccessful.  That  is  all 
I  have  spent,  except  some  trifling  sums.  I  have  not  spent 
money  in  Parliamentary  elections.  When  I  stood  for  tHe 
West  Ward  it  was  against  my  wish,  and  I  understooa 
from  Mr.  Evetts  and  Mr.  Hugh  Hall  that  my  expenses 
would  bt)  paid.  I  did  not  attend  any  meetings  in  con* 
nection  with  the  May  election.  I  think  I  went  to  see  Mr. 
Dayman  on  the  Monday  before  the  election.  He  told  me 
he  beard  I  had  been  to  heavy  expense,  and  that  he  had 
funds  now,  and  if  I  would  take  it  he  would  give  me  602. 
When  I  contested  the  West  Ward  I  understood  from  Mr. 
Evetts  there  was  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  these  elections. 
Mr.  Dayman  said  he  thought  it  was  liberal  of  me  to  take 
the  602.  when  there  was  so  much  owing  to  me.  ^ 

By  Mr.  Cave— Mr.  Dayman  did  not  say  where  he  got 
the  602.  from,  and  I  made  no  enquiry. 

Mr.  Dayman  was  further  examined  as  to  what  it  was 
constituted  the  understanding  that  these  repayments 
were  to  be  made,  and  whether  it  was  left  to  himself 
to  fix  the  amounts.  He  was  reminded  that  three  out  of 
the  four  had  repudiated  any  expectation,  and  bad  said  that 
nonpayment  would  have  made  no  difference  to  their  inte^* 
eat  in  the  election.  H6  could  only  say  they  had  been  men- 
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tioned  as  omob  of  hardsbip.  I  sent  a  oheqae  for  150Z.  to 
Mr.  Wellfl,  which  was  debited  to  the  wrong  account.  I 
had  no  receipt  for  it  from  Mr.  Wells.  The  150^.  was 
taken  from  my  No.  2  account,  and  was  set  against 
the  unpaid  subscriptions  of  £100  each  from  Mr.  Morrell 
and  Mr.  Parsons.  I  paid  the  money  into  my  own  account 
because  it  was  understood  that  the  whole  of  it  was  to  be 
applied  as  subsidies  to  the  leaders  of  the  party.  I  believe 
I  spoke  to  Mr.  Evetta  about  the  sums  which  should  be 
given  to  Mr.  Wells*  Mr.  Calcutt,  and  the  other  gentlemen. 
There  was  a  meeting,  at  which  some  of  the  sums  were 
mentioned.  I  did  not  know  how  the  money  had  been  ex- 
pended, and  I  have  no  suspicion  that  it  has  been  expended 
in  bribery.  I  did  not  enquire,  it  was  not  my  bi^iness  to 
do  so.  The  150^.  to  Mr.  Wells  was  in  consequence  of 
application  beingr  made  by  him.  He  was  pressed  for 
money,  and  Mr.  Walsh,  the  authorised  agent  of  the  party, 
was  not  present. 

The  Bev.  W.  West  was  re-called.  He  said,— The  first 
meeting  I  attended  was  on  the  Tuesday.  I  was  not  at 
the  meeting  at  the  brewery.  Mr.  Wells  and  other  gentle- 
men were  at  the  meeting  on  the  Tuesday.  At  that 
meeting  they  did  not  say  they  had  spent  money.  It  was 
not  stated  whether  the  money  which  had  been  expended 
had  been  spent  in  Parliamentary  or  municipal  elections. 
I  had  reason  to  believe  that  they  had  spent  a  great  deal  of 
money.  I  did  not  hear  how  they  spent  the  money— only 
!n  promoting  their  own  municipal  contests.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  was  spent  in  employing  voters  to  influence 
their  votes.  It  never  occurred  to  me  to  ask  them  whether 
they  had  been  paid.  Ttie  money  which  came  from  London 
was  supplied  for  the  purpose  of  the  Ma>  election,  and 
^ere  was  no  reason  given  for  applying  it  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  previous  elections.  X  think  Mr.  Dayman 
said  they  could  not  be  expected  to^  manage  the  different 
districts  unless  they  had  something  given  to  them.  I  have 
heard  them  say  they  would  have  exerted  themselves  if 
they  had  not  been  paid.  I  thought  the  money  would 
increase  their  vigour.  I  was  told  we  lost  the  first  election 
by  not  looking  after  the  out-of-town  voters,  and  I  hope 
during  the  course  of  this  enquiry  you  will  ascertain  what 
the  other  side  did  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  Cave — You  may  depend  upon  it  we  shall. 

Witness — ^Tum  them  inside  out  the  same  as  you  are 
doing  us. 

Mr.  Cave — Oh,  yes,  we  will  inquire  into  it 

By  Mr.  Cowie — I  understood  amounts  were  to  be  paid 
to  certain  gentlemen  for  past  services  from  the  general 
fund,  and  I  was  willing  the  money  subscribed  should  be 
appliei  in  any  manner  that  would  conduce  to  the  return 
of  Mr.  Hall. 

By  Mr.  Kidley — I  don*t  know  how  Mr.  Calcutt,  Mr] 
Wells,  and  Mr.  Juggins  expended  the  money. 
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Mr.  Dayman,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gowie,  said  there  was  no 
snggeation  discufised  at  the  April  election  ae  to  the  pay- 
ment of  these  gentlemen  for  their  expenditure  at  municipal 
elections. 

Mr.  CsJcutt  wished  to  correct  the  statement  with 
regard  to  the  meeting.  I  eaid  it  was  held  at  Mr. 
Ward's  room,  in  Broad-streelf.  That  occurred  before  the 
first  election,  and  there  was  a  lai^e  number  of  the  leaders 
of  the  party  present.  I  talked  the  matter  over  with  Mr. 
Evetts  of  fighting  the  Liberals  with  their  own  weapons, 
as  it  was  my  opinion  we  lost  the  firdt  election  by  the 
Liberals  employmg  so  many  men. 

Mr.  James  Compton  was  the  next  witness.  He  said, — 
I  am  an  accountant  and  I  have  lived  in  Oxford 
about  12  years.  I  ha^e  taken  an  interest  in  the 
elections  since  1874.  I  worked  in  St.  Aldate's  and  North 
Hincksey  district.  The  Committee  room  was  at  Mr. 
Jacks',  and  it  was  also  used  in  April.  I  did  not  pay  for 
it^  but  it  was  engaged  by  myself  and  Mr.  Churms. 
Tliere  were  four  clerko,  viz.,  Trafford,  Tzinder,  B.  Jack- 
son, and  Beechey,  who  were  paid  lOa.  a  day.  I  don't 
think  Beechey  was  engaged  the  whole  time.  There 
were  two  extra  clerks  on  the  polling  day.  There  were 
13  messengers  employed  until  the  day  before  the  election. 
Three  extra  were  employed  on  the  polling  day.  I  paid 
the  clerks  and  messengers.  We  commenced  giving 
the  clerks  5s.,  a  day,  but  a  complaint  was  made  that 
that  was  not  sufficient,  and  they  could  get  more  from 
the  other  side,  and  so  we  agreed  to  give  them  6s. 
There  were  very  few  of  them  voters.  Two  bill 
posters  were  engaged.  Mr.  Beedle,  of  Walton- 
crescent,  was  a  canvasser.  B.  Jackson  was  put  on  as 
personation  agent  on  the  polling  day.  All  the  persons  em- 
ployed at  the  Committee  room  had  refreshments 
on  the  polling  day.  I  paid  a  few  small  items,  about 
228.,  but  I  have  not  made  b  claim  for  it.  I  did  not  treat 
anybody.  I  gave  the  bills  of  the  payments  to  messengeis 
to  Mr.  Churms,  on  the  Saturday  before  the  election. 
I  paid  about  201.,  and  Mr.  Chnrms  paid  the  men  on  the 
Tuesday  after  the  election.  I  heard  I  was  charged  with 
having  bribed  certain  persons.  1  have  not  employed  any- 
one besides  those  I  have  mentioned  to  n^  recollection. 
Kichard  Dorsett  was  working  for  us.  He  was  not  in 
our  district.  I  did  not  give  him  anything.  I  visited  T. 
Dolley's  house  during  the  election,  but  I  did  not  treat 
anyone  there.  I  think  we  might  have  done  with  half 
the  messengers.  I  did  not  have  any  conversation  with 
people  at  the  other  Committee  rooms  as  to  what  was  to 
be  paid  the  men. 

By  Mr.  Cave -We  did  not  have  a  Committee  room  at 
Edward  Penn's.  I  don't  know  anything  of  the  bill  for 
41.  10s.  Hancock's  room  was  used  on  the  day  of  polling. 
I  did  not  pay  Piper,  the  canvasser,  or  Wark,  the  persona- 
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tion  agent.  I  don't  kno^  Edward  Fenn,  Abingdon  Koad. 
I  should  think  that  would  have  to  do  with  South  Hinckaey 
district.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  outstanding  claims  in  my 
district. 

By  Mr.  Bidley — There  were  317  voters  in  North  Hinok- 
sey  and  St.  Aldate's,  and  I  reckoned  we  had  36  mistjority. 
That  was  a  better  return  than  in  April.  We  employed  a 
smaller  number  at  the  first  election.  I  did  not  employ  the 
men  to  influence  their  votes.  Some  of  the  messengers  put 
up  one  or  two  flags. 

Mr.  Thos.  Tanner,  examined  by  Mr.  Bidley,  said — I 
keep  the  "  Welsh  Pony"  publichouse,  in  Gloucester  Green, 
and  was  employed  as  a  messenger  under  Mr.  Ben- 
nett at  the  GentriJ  Ward  Committee  room.  I  had 
to  find  out  the  out-town  voters  at  Tetsworth,  Tack- 
ley,  and  Watlington.  I  bad  7s.  6d.  a  day  for  ten 
days.  I  was  sent  by  Payne  to  fetch  some  freemen  out  of 
the  WorkhouBOt  and  he  said  he  would  pay  all  expenses, 
and  I  was  to  let  the  men  have  all  that  was  necessary  and 
needful.  This  took  place  on  the  day  after  it  was  known 
that  there  was  to  be  a  contest.  I  bad  to  find  them  food 
and  to  see  that  they  polled  for  "  the  Squire.''  They  were 
kept  at  the  "  Welsh  Pony. "    Richard  Poole  was  one,  and  I 

fave  him  Is.  for  tobacco,  and  paid  his  cab  fare  back  to  the 
Inion.  I  also  promised  him  that  I  would  give  him  some- 
thing another  day,  and  I  have  since  sent  him  2^.  6d.  I 
bad  given  him  beer  and  tobacco  before  he  went  into  the 
Union.  Mr.  Gardener,  one  of  the  guardians,  brought  Poole 
out  of  the  Workhouse  to  the  fly-door,  and  witness  drove  him 
to  Victoria  Court,  where  the  polling  booth  was.  My  '*  mis- 
sus, "I  believe,  gave  himhalf-a-pintof  aleand  abitof  tobacco 
after  he  had  voted.  .  Thos.  Carter,  another  freeman,  has 
been  out  of  the  Union  (since  a  fortnight  before  the  first 
election ;  he  has  been  looking  after  my  pigs  and  potato 
ground,  and  I  have  given  him  two  half-sovereigns  which 
were  given  to  me  for  that  purpose  by  Payne.  The  pigs 
were^  in  Norham  Gardens.  I  employed  Carter  without 
any  idea  of  influencing  his  vote,  and  he  went  back  to  the 
Union  yesterday  because  he  was  ilL  I  never  asked  him 
ab  Jut  his  vote,  but  I  knew  he  was  always  Conservative. 
James  Hayes,  another  freeman,  was  fetched  out  of  the 
Union  by  letter  by  Bennett.  He  came  to  the  Welsh 
Pony  and  lived  there,  and  he  was  put  on  as  messenger  at 
the  Boebuok.  He  bad  as  much  beer  as  he  wanted.  Wit- 
ness gave  him  half-a-sovereign. 

By  Mr.  Cave — I  sent  in  a  claim  of  21,  lOs.  refreshments 
supplied  at  my  house  to  different  people.  I  believe  Mr. 
Ward  gave  me  the  order.  I  kept  an  account  on  the  slate, 
and  I  sent  it  to  Mr.  Draper  after  the  election.  There  was 
another  item  of  6^.  for  keeping  two  men  after  the  petition 
was  filed.  Their  names  are  Carter  and  Dell.  I  kept  them 
at  Mr.  Bennett's  request.  I  sent  in  a  bill  altogether  for 
23/.  159. 
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Mr.  Cqwie — There  is  lH,  .for  keeping  the  freemen. 
How  do  yoQ  make  up  the  9^.  15s.  ? 

Mr.  Tanner— What*8  that  for,  sir  ?    (Much  lau(?hter.) 

Mr.  Cowie — That's  what  I  want  to  know.  (Benewed 
loQffhter.) 

Mr.  Tanner— There  was  the  61,  and  the  2L  10s.  IVIy 
daughter  made  out  the  biU.  I  did  not  get  any  particular 
Older  f<MF  the  refreshments.  1  chanced  whether  I  should 
ever  get  the  money  or  not. 

Mr.  Cowie— Bo  you  mean  to  say  you  let  the  men  have 
drink  without  any  order? — Bread  and  cheese  and  beer. 

Without  any  order  ?— Yes. 

rWhat  did  you  do  it  for  ? — I  don't  know. 

Mr.  Cave-^You  had  better  not  talk  in  that  way. 

Mr.  Tanner — I  don^t  know  how  I  came  to  do  it. 

Mr.  Cave— Yon  must  give  a  better  answer  than  that,  or 
you  will  not  get  any  certificate  from  us. 

Mr.  Tanner — I  don't  know  how  I  managed  to  come  to 
do  it.  I  can't  remember  the  names  of  the  persons  I  gaye 
the  beer  to.    I  am  very  sorry  for  what  I  did. 

Mr.  Cave — It's  nonsense  to  talk  in  that  way.  Did  you 
do  it  because  there  was  an  election  to  get  votes  for  Mr. 
Hall? 

Mr.  Tanner — It  was  to  people  who  were  going  to  vote 
forMr.  HalU  . 

By  Mr.  Cowie — I  charged  5s.  a  day  for  keeping  the 
mdn.  They  spoilt  a  bed  and  mattress  for  me.  After  the 
election  I  charged  7s,  6d.  a  week  for  the  keep  of  the  two 
men  nntil  the  petition.    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Beojaman  Bennett,  re-called,  said— The  account 
produced  contains  all  the  information  that  I  have  been 
able  to  obtain.  I  have  not  ceased  to  work  day  and  night 
to  get  information  from  the  persons  employed  as  to  the 
amounts  paid  them,  and  some  have  signed.  None  of  them 
refused  to  sign.  The  total  amiount  was  liZl.  78.  6d.  I 
gave  Tanner  51.  on  account  of  the  freemen  he  had  at  his 
house.  I  cannot  recollect  the  names  of  the  men,  but  I 
took  them  down,  and  gave  the  paper  to  Mr.  Draper.  I 
.  have  accounted  for  143Z.  out  of  the  281Z.  Mr.  Berry,  who 
was  the  Yice-Chairmao,  and  who  has  died  since  the  elec- 
tion, paid  a  great  many  men,  and  drew  small  sums  of 
money  from  me  for  the  purpose.  I  cannot  remember  any 
of  the  men  whom  Mr.  Berry  paid,  nor  can  I  tell  what 
money  he  had  from  me.  I  remember  giving  him  two  sums 
of  5^.  and  then  62.,  and  altogether  I  think  he  had  302.  or 
d52.  Berry  signed  for  all  the  money  he  had,  and  the  sheet 
was  sent  to  Mr.  Draper. 

By  Mr.  Ridley— During  the  election  time  I  had  401.  in 
cash  which  I  paid  away  myself,  and  Berry's  money 
came  out  of  the  2002.  During  the  procjiress  of  the  election 
Tanner  came  to  me  and  said  he  had  some  friends  in  the 
Union.  He  said  he  had  been  advised  by  Mr.  l:'ayne  to 
get  them  quti  but  he  could  not  write  himself,  and  would  I 
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mind  writing^  to  these  men.  I  wrote,  "  Dear  Harry,"  or 
whatever  the  name  was,  ''come  oat  and  spend  two  Or 
three  day?,  I  shall  be  pleased  to  see  yoa  at  my  boose. 
Tour  old  friend,  Tom  Tanner.*'  (Laughter.)  I  knew 
very  well  they  were  voters*,  and  it  was  undoubtedly 
done  to  get  their  votes  for  Mr.  Hall.  Tanner  really  did 
do  some  useful  work  during  the  election.  It  was  no  part 
of  the  bargain  that  I  was  to  provide  beer.  I  paid  51, 
to  Tanner,  which  I  understood  was  to  be  given  to  the 
freemen  he  had  at  his  house  for  what  they  did  on  the 
polling  day. 

By  Mr.  Gave— During  the  election  E.  Brooks,  tailor, 
St.  Giles's,  brought  him  three  men  to  be  put  on,  and  after 
the  election  he  came  and  asked  for  6^.  to  pay  them,  and 
witness  gave  it  to  him.  He  thought  one  of  the  men'a 
names  was  Thomas  Marsh. 

Mr.  Cave  said  they  were  not  satisfied  with  Mr.  Ben- 
nett's statement. 

Mr.  Bennett  replied  that  he  was  very  sorry.  He  had 
been  working  very  hard  to  make  it  complete. 


FIFTEENTH  DAY.— MONDAY,  Oct.  25. 

The  Rev.  W.  "West  recalled,  said— I  wish  to  correct 
my  statement  with  regard  to  what  I  said  about  the 
register.  I  stated  I  could  not  get  it  until  the  22nd 
of  January.  I  went  there  that  day,  but  I  did  not 
get  it  until  the  26th.  I  attribute  the  defeat  of  Mr. 
Hall  in  April  partly  to  his  over  confidence.  On  the  polling 
day  Mr.  Hall  was  in  the  Jericho  district,  and  to  some 
remark  I  made  he  said,  "  Have  you  any  doubt  ?"  I  replied, 
I  shall  be  easier  in  my  mind  when  the  poll  is  declared.  I 
don't  know  what  the  Liberals  were  doing  in  the  way  of 
corruption,  but  we  felt  it  was  two  purses  against  one.  Sir 
Wm.  Harcourt  and  Mr.  C bitty  stood  on  the  same  ground, 
and  it  was  quite  reasonable  they  could  spend  more  money 
than  one.  From  what  I  know  of  any  place  I  have  no  doubt 
the  spending  of  money  would  influence  votes.  There  are 
other  ways  of  corruption  besides  money.  I  refer  to  an 
Alderman  who  has  been  a  Conservative  and*voted  Hadical, 
I  mean  Aid.  Kandall,  who  did  this  to  keep  his  gown. 
They  turned  out  Mr.  W.  Ward  because  he  was  Chairman 
of  Dr.  Deane's  Committee  in  1868. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— The  spending  of  money  by  both  parties 
would  influence  votes. 

By  Mr.  Cave— I  have  no  means  of  knowing  whether 
Mr.  Calcutt's  remarks  as  to  the  1,000  corrupt  voters  is 
correct.  Towards  the  finish  of  the  May  election  I  was 
aware  there  was  a  good  deal  of  colourable  employment, 
but  the  men  who  were  put  on  were  Conservatives,  and  X 
don't  think  it  influenced  their  votes. 
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Mr.  Henry  Ives  said— I  am  a  sheriff^B  ofiBoer,  and  hare 
resided  in  Oxford  all  my  life.    I  took  an  active  part  in  the 
May  election.    I  waa  at  th^  Central  Committee  room,  and 
had  to  organise  the  various  Committees,    see  that  pro- 
per iAnvassers  were  chosen,  and  pay  particular  attention 
to  the  ont-of-town  voters,  of  whom  there  are  about  150.   I 
had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  engaging  of  clerks  or 
messengers,  and  I  did  not  receive  or  pay  money  avray.     I 
should  think  there  was  not  an  unnecessary  numb«r  of 
clerks  throughout,  considering  the  register.     We  could 
not  procure  sufficient  copies  of  the  register  from  the  ordi- 
nary source,  and  it  had  to  be  written  out.    We  canvassed 
the  out*of-town  voters,  and  I  should  think  we  gained  50 
votes   by  doing  so.   I  think  an  arrangement  was  made 
by  Mr,    Bamsbottom   that   the  real  expenses    of  the 
out-of-town  voters  should  be  paid.     1  did  not  take 
an  active  part  in  the  April  election,  but   I   happened 
to  go  into  Jericho,  and  there  I  saw  much  disorganiza- 
tion.   Most  of  the  cabmen  were  drunk.    I  am  aware  ray 
name  is  mentioned  in  the  particulars.    I  know  Blagrove. 
I  did  not  speak  to  him  about  the  election.    It  is  quite 
false  that  I  bribed  him.    I  don't  believe  I  paid  Harris 
8?.  10s.  for  his  Committee  room.    I  don't  know  a  shop 
was  engaged  of  anyone  by  that  name.    I  know  the  name 
of  WilUam  Fassey,  Bridge  Street.    I  don't  think  I  spoke 
to  him  during  the  election.    It  is  a  mistake  that  I  employed 
him  to  bring  up  voters.    I  never  promised  anyone  any 
reward  with  reference  to  the  election.   Drewitt,  a  freeman, 
was  one   of   Mr.  Hall's   agents.     I  went  with   him  to 
Wolvercote.      It    was    said    the    parson    was    pulling 
down  all  Mr.  Hall's  bills.    1  went  there  and  found  it  waa 
so,  and  I  set  to  work  and  had  them  put  up  airain.    I  found 
out    the    parson  —  it    was    the    curate>in-charge.     He 
said  he  did  not  know  he  was  doing  wrong,  and  promised 
not  to  touch  them  again.    I  then  went  with  Drewitt  and 
had  some  bread  and  cheese  and  beer  at  the  "Red  Lion," 
Summertown.   I  paid  for  it  '>ut  of  my  own  pocket.  At  the 
St.  Clement's  booth  I  heard  the  question  put  to  a  man  as  to 
jrhether  he  lived  in  York  Place.     He  said  *'No."    I  said, 
*'  How  can  he  claim  to  vote  then  ?"  and  Mr.  Nuttall  said 
to  him«  **  Come  along  my  lad  with  me.     We'll  vote  else- 
where." 

Mr.  Cave — I  was  at  the|Roebuck  every  day  during  the 
election,  both  in  the  large  room  and  in  Mr.  Walsh's  private 
room.  Everyone  connected  with  the  election  came  into 
the  large  room.  1  never  saw  Mr.  Morrell  there  but  once. 
I  could  not  say  whether  Mr.  Morrell  was  chairman  there, 
or  that  Mr.  Parsons  was  vice-chairman.  Mr.  Wm.  Plowman 
was  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  room  and  I  looked 
over  the  clfrks  to  see  that  they  were  doing  the  work 
properly.  I  then  went  round  to  the  different  Committee 
rooms  and  consalted  the  chairman  of  each  district  as  to 
what  was  going  on.    I  consulted  Mr.  Bennett  as  to  his 
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canYMsiog.  I  was  not  aware  he  had'150  messenfTOTs.  I 
h^ard  after  ihe  election  he  had  more  than  he  oaght  to  have. 
From  what  I  eaw  in  Magdalen  parish  as  I  went  in  and 
oat  I  thought  there  were  from  12  to  20  messengers.  I 
may  have  suggested  the  names  at  one  or  two  that  shouli 
be  employed,  but  I  really  don't  think  I  did.  I  won't  sir  ear. 

Mr.  Cave — Do  you  mean  to  tell  us  yoa  don't  know  ?~I 
don't  know.    I  could  not  swear  I  did. 

Mr.  Ives — I  d  on't  remember  suggesting  messengers  should 
be  put  on  at  other  Committee  rooms.    It  was  not  my  duty. 

Will  ynu  swear  you  did  not  do  it  ? — I  don't  remember. 
If  I  knew  I  would  say  So  in  a  moment.  I  should  not  like  to 
swear  I  did  not.  X  went  to  Calcutt's  and  Wheeler's  rooms. 
I  yrskB  not  aware  Spokes  had  a  Committee  room.  I  went  to 
Mx*  Wells'  house  on  the  day  of  election.  I  had  no  idea 
of  the  number  of  mesRengen  employed  in  St.  Clement's. 
I  don't  know  the  number  of  canvassers  in  St.  Ebbe'a  dis- 
trict. I  have  not  been  paid,  and  have  not  sent  in  a  claim. 
I  am  about  5^.  out  of  pocket  for  cabs  to  go  where  I  was 
wanted.  I  did  not  pay  a  man  named  Harzis  anything  on 
election  matters.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  procuring 
flags.  I  think  Mr.  Wm.  Plowman  ordered  two  fla^s.  I 
believe  I  have  told  you  all  I  know. 

Mr.  Cave— You  had  better  be  careful. 

Mr.  Ives— I  think  I  have  told  you  all  I  know.  I  did 
not  know  anything  of  Mr.  Walsh's  expenditure,  or 
of  the  destruction  of  the  accounts.  I  was  surpriaed 
and  difgusted  at  the  destruction  of  the  accounts,  and  that 
there  had  been  such  a  large. expenditore. 

By  Mr.  Kidley — Mr.  Blagrove  is  a  hairdresser.  I  and 
Mr.  Bennett  talked  to  him.  I  don't  remember  seeing 
George  Bull  there  during  the  election.  I  did  not  see 
Bennett  give  Blagrove  any  money.  I  did  not  hear 
Blagrove  say  to  Bennett  "  Slip  it  behind ;  I  shan't  know 
what  you  give  me."  I  did  not  see  Blagrove  put  bis  hand 
behind  him.  Blagrove  was  very  much  annoyed  at  being 
charged  with  being  bribed  by  witness ;  and  he  went  to 
Mr.  Buckell,  and  said  "  If  that's  the  way  you  are  going 
on  I  have  done  with  your  party  for  ever."  That  was  what 
he  told  me  he  had  said.  The  out-lying  voters  are  those 
away  from  Oxford, — at  Manchester,  Liverpool,  London, 
&c.  It  was  left  to  the  secretary  to  do  what  was  necessary 
and  legal  with  regard  to  the  expenses  of  the  outnof-town 
voters.  I  don't  know  why  these  voters  did  not  come  in 
April.  I  had  charge  of  the  out-lying  voters  because  I 
know  most  of  them.  I  think  the  clerks  and  messengers 
had  refreshments  at  the  Central  Committee  room.  I  don't 
know  refreshments  weregiven  to  the  out-of-town  voters. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— Mr.  Wm.  Plowman  engaged  the  messen- 
gers, and  Mr.  Wakh  was  wrong  when  he  mentioned  my 
name  as  assisting  him.  I  did  not  recommend  Mr.  Praper  or 
Mr.  Plowman  to  engage  certain  persons  aa  far  as  I  know. 
I  suggested  Dorrell  as  a  clerk. 


169 

Mr.  John  Fanons  examined  by  Mr.  Cave  said, — I  am  a 
banker  and  a  freeman.  I  have  taken  a  slight  part  in  the 
elections  in  Oxford  with  the  exception  of  the  May  election^ 
The  br6t  meeting  at  which  I  was  present  was  at  Messrii. 
Dayman  and  Walsh's  office  on  the  Thursday,  at  which  Mr. 
West,  Prof.  Barrows,  Mr.  BaymaD,  Mr.  Walsh,  and  Mr. 
Hall  were  present.  I  don't  recollect  whether  Mr.Evetts  was 
there.  It  was  stated  that  3,0002.  might  be  procured  from 
London.  I  went  to  the  meeting  in  consequence  of  a  note 
from  Prof.  Burrows.  It  was  to  discuss  the  question  as  £o 
whether  there  should  be  a  fight.  Personally  I  was  against 
a  fight,  and  I  raised  the  question.  I  think  I  said  to  Mr. 
West,  "  Do  you  want  to  fight?"  (A  laugh.)  It  was  then 
arranged  that  we  should  fiiiht.  I  was  told  3,500^  would 
be  necessary,  and  as  we  knew  3,0002.  would  be  forthcoming 
we  agreed  to  rai^e  5002.  I  guaranteed  1002.,  Mr.  West 
1002.,  and  Mr.  Morrell  1002.  I  don't  know  what  Prof. 
Burrows  euaranteed.  I  felt  Mr.  Hall  had  been  beaten 
in  April  by  the  suoineness  of  the  Conservatives,  and  I 
tjhink  so  still.  I  heard  men  who  were  absent 
in  April  say  afterwards,  ''Ah,  I  am  one  of  those 
nnhappy  ten."  I  don't  think  anything  was  said  as  to  the 
employment  of  the  3,0002.,  but  there  was  a  kind  of  by-con- 
versation going  on.  Mr.  Juggins'  name  was  mentioned, 
and  I  believe  Mr.  Walsh  and  Mr.  Dayman  were  estimating 
what  Mr.  Jui?gins  had  done.  I  had  no  idea  when  I  left 
that  any  of  the  3,t5002.  was  to  be  used  in  the  payment  of 
persons  for  past  services.  I  did  not  know  that  it  was  to  be 
used  in  iufiuencing  vot  s.  I  did  not  see  the  tin 
box  with  the  3,0002.  I  heard  it  had  come  by  one  of 
the  clerks— Mr.  Haines.  I  think  it  was  sent  from  Messrs^ 
Dayman  and  Walsh's  office  by  one  of  their  clerks.  The 
clerk  would  not  give  a  writ^en  receipt  and  there  would  be 
BO  entry  in  the  books.  Knowing  the  money  Came  from 
Messrn.  Dayman  and  Walsh's  it  would  be  given  Up  to  any 
of  their  clerks  with  an  order  for  it.  I  don't  know  Mcitthewa 
and  1  did  n<>t  see  him.  I  think  Mr.  Haines  received  g'>ld 
from  Mr.  Walsh  and  placed  it  to  his  No.  2  account.  The 
money  was  drawn  out  before  the  3,0002.  arrived,  but  wd 
knew  it  was  coming,  and  should  not  be  particular  to  a  day 
or  two,  as  the  election  had  commenced.  Mr.  Daymait 
asked  to  draw  a  cheque  for  1502.  on  his  No.  2  accounts 
When  he  drew  it  there  was  no  mention  of  No.  2  account, 
and  then  it  was  taken  from  his  ordinary  account.  I  knew 
nothing  of  2502.  having  been  paid  in  by  Mr.  Evetts  in 
September. 

Mr.  Cave  said  the  Commissioners  would  like  to  see  the 
ledger  with  Mr.  Dayman's  No.  2  account,  and  Messrs. 
Dayman  and  Walsh's  accounts. 

Mr.  Parsons— I  think  there  are  ten  or  eleven  guineas  sent 
to  me  by  two  friends  which  have  not  been  used.    I  have  not 

Said  thel0G2.  I  guaranteed.     I  koew  the  No.  2  account  of 
[r.  Dayman  was  slightly   overdrawn,  and  at  the  end  of 
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Aagmt  he  said  he  wanted  to  draw  150^.  I  told  him  he 
was  then  overdrawn,  but  if  he  wished  to  do  so  I  would 
pay  the  1002.  I  had  f^uaraateed.  I  did  not  see  his  cheque, 
and   conseqaentlv  did    not  pay  it  in.     I  canvassed  the 

garishes  of  St.  Mary,  St.  John  the  Baptist,  and  St. 
lichael.  I  wa«  Yice-Chairman  of  the  Central  Committee 
room.  I  attended  a  large  meeting  at  the  Boebuck  on  the 
Tuesday,  and  I  wa<<  then  asked  to  canvass.  The  general 
organization  was  in  Mr.  Walsh's  hands.  I  had  no  idea  of 
the  number  of  persons  employed.  No  discussion  took 
place  in  my  presence  as  to  the  desirability  of  employing 
persons.  I  had  no  reason  to  suspect  there  was  colourable 
employment. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— I  did  not  know  it  was  usual  to  employ  a 
large  number  of  people  in  Oxford  at  election  times. 

Mr.  H.  O.  Crane,  plumber  and  painter,  Holywell  Street, 
said, — I  have  taken  an  interest  in  politics  in  Oxford  during 
the  time  I  have  lived  here— 16 years  I  did  not  take  an  active 
part  in  the  1S74  election.  In  April  I  canvassed,  and  also 
made  up  the  canvassers'  book  for  Holywell  and  St.  Peter- 
in-the«East.  I  did  the  same  in  May.  Mr.  T.  F.  Plow- 
man was  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  room,  and  I  was 
the  Secretary.  The  canva<«sers  were  all  volunteers.  There 
were  three  or  four  for  Holywell,  and  two  or  three  for  St. 
Peter- in- the'East.  Nothing  has  been  paid  to  any  <>f  them. 
I  employed  the  messengers.  There  were  six  messengers 
and  check  clerks,  but  they  were  not  engaged  the  whole 
time.  The  clerks  had  7s.  6d.  a  day,  the  messengers  5s. 
For  the  two  districts  I  had  171.  lOs.  to  pay  the  men  from 
Mr.  Walsh  and  Mr.  Draper.  It  was  in  gold.  I  handed  in 
the  list  of  the  amounts  that  were  paid  to  Mr.  Walsh.  I  did 
pot  take  receipts  for  the  messengers  or  clerks.  The  ac- 
counts I  handed  in  simply  showed  the  names  of  the  men 
and  the  amounts  paid  them,  and  also  money  expended  for 
stationery.  Refreshments  were  provided  on  the  polling 
day  for  those  who  were  employed.  The  fetchers  up  were 
all  volunteers,  and  they  would  have  bread  and  cheese  and 
beer.  I  have  not  made  out  a  list  of  the  persons  I  have  paid, 
but  I  think  I  could  do  so.  I  exoended  the  whole  of  the 
£17  lOi*.  and  30s.  besides,  which  I  am  out  of  pocket.  Geo. 
Vincent  was  one  of  our  canvassers,  and  nothing  whatever 
was  paid  to  him.  He  is  a  porter  at  Brasenose  College.  Alf. 
Rowl:;y  was  also  a  volunteer.  W.  R.  Bowden  is  a  sta- 
tioner. I  did  not  pay  anything  to  him  except  for  stationery. 
He  was  a  canvasser.  I  have  not  received  anything,  and  no- 
thing was  promised  for  my  vote.  W.  Horsley  is  a  teacher  of 
mnsic.  He  was  a  canvasser.  Richard  Best  was  employed  as 
a  mesffenger.  William  Prickett  belonged  to  the  St.  Mary- 
the- Virgin  district.  I  don't  know  William  Henry  Brown. 
Wm.  Tollett  was  not  employed  by  us,  and  there  is  no  pre- 
tence for  saying  he  was  promised  anything  for  his  vote. 
Champion  was  a  messenger.  I  had  plentv  of  work  for  the 
messengers  to  do.    I  think  we  polled  275  at  that  booth 
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in  May.  Plenty  oC  persons  applied  to  me  for  employ- 
ment, but  I  told  them  I  could  not  take  them  on.  I  don't 
know  of  any  colourable  employment  in  our  district.  The 
colours  coat  a  little  over  31. 

By  Mr.  Cave — I  received  the  171,  10s,  in  f^old  after  the 
election,  I  did  not'  receive  a  cheque  for  3^.  10s,  I  had  5^. 
before  the  second  election  for  personal  expenses  in  April. 
That  was  paid  to  me  by  Mr.  Draper.  My  services  were 
gratuitous. 

I^eut.  Gol.  Henry  Hall,  examined  hy  Mr,  Cowie,  said, 
— I  am  brother  to  Mr.  A.  W.  Hall.  I  reside  in  London. 
I  took  great  interest  in  the  May  election.  I  looked  after 
South  Hinckaey  in  the  way  of  canvassinfir.  I 
worked  at  the  Committee  room — Jakeman's  house. 
I  also^eanvassed  a  great  many  outlying  voters.  I  did  not 
rtcommeod  the  employment  of  messengere.  Four  old  sol- 
diers came  to  me  and  I  put  them  on  to  explain  to  the  people 
the  disgraceful  cartoon  of  Mr.  Hall  flogging  a  soldier.  They 
were  employed  to  do  that  solely  and  were  non-voters,  I 
ah>o  put  on  some  men— not  more  than  half^a-dosen — who 
were  out  of  work.  I  don't  think  we  had  more  than  10  or 
12  messengers.  I  was  careful  not  to  engage  too  many 
men  because  I  knew  the  Birmingham  roughs  were 
watching.  I  thought  the  Liberals  were  employing 
too  many.  No  extra  men  were  engaged  on  the 
day  of  the  poll.  I  calculated  that  at  Hincluey  we  had  a 
majority  of  10  out  of  a  total  number  of  14Q  voters.  Re- 
freshments were  not  provided  for  the  men  before  or  on  the 
polling  day  to  my  knowledge.  I  gave  strict  orders  they 
should  not  be  supplied.  I  think  I  know  James  Gompton. 
I  know  nothing  whatever  about  St.  Aldate's  Committee 
room.  I  don't  know  there  was  a  breakfast  there.  At  the 
time  the  men  were  employed  I  did  not  make  any  arrange* 
ment  as  to  employment.  I  th^nk  the  messengers  had  58. 
and  the  clerks  7s.  6d.  or  lOs.  a  day.  The  list 
oi  messengers  and  the  amounts  paid  tbem  were  sent  in. 
I  did  not  fetch  any  men  up,  but  I  saw  the  others 
did.  Some  of  the  men  employed  were  voters,  but  I 
did  not  canvass  them  for  their  votes  or  offer  them  any  in- 
ducement to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  If  a  man  oame  to  me  and 
said  he  was  out  of  work  I  put  him  on  directly.  I  should 
think  if  a  man  was  employed  he  was  more  likely  to  vote  for 
us.  Mr.  Brunner,  on  the  other  side,  had  double  the  num« 
ber  of  messengeiB.  Some  men,  if  they  were  not  engaged, 
would  probably  abstain  from  voting.  Some  of  those  X  em- 
ployed I  tbink  voted  against  us,  and  I  believe  some  of  Mr,, 
Brunner's  men  voted  fur  u£>.  Some  of  the  Local  Board 
men  who  went  up  in  Brunner's  cart  voted  for  us.  Mr. 
Hugh  Hall  is  my  brother.  He  was  working  in  another 
part  of  the  town.  I  know  Mr.  Hobdell  by  sight,  but  I  am 
not  aware  of  any  claims  he  had  against  the  party.  We 
knew  at  the  meeting  on  the  Tuesday  at  the  Boebuck  that 
3,000^.  had  been  subscribed  by  the  Carlton.    It  was  also 
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stated  that  another  500^  was  all  right.  I  understood  the 
money  was  for  the  election.  I  did  not  know  certain  gentle* 
men  had  claims  on  the  party  for  past  services.  Sabseqnently 
Mr.  Dayman  said  some  money  should  be  given  to  them.  I 
had  no  idea  but  that  the  money  subscribed  would  be  used 
bana  fide  for  the  election.  I  think  there  was  4,0002.  snb- 
vcribed  at  the  April  election,  and  I  thought  there  was  a 
balance,  out  of  which  these  men  could  be  paid.  I  should 
not  have  approved  of  their  being  paid  out  of  the  3,500j. 
I  stayed  in  Oxford  six  weeks  owing  to  the  election.  I 
did  not  contribute  anything  to  the  fund.  The  only  money 
I  expended  was  that  which  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
expenses.  I  don't  think  anyone  understood  at  the  meeting 
that  any  part  of  the  5002.  was  to  be  applied  to  paying  gen- 
tlemen for  past  services.  I  knew  Mr.  Evetts  bad  liieen  to 
London  and  named  a  certain  sum.  My  brother  said  he 
would  not  contest  the  seat  unless  3,5002.  was  subscribed. 
Mr.  Dayman  wanted  4,0002.  I  did  not  know  of  Matthews 
or  Pegler  being  in  Oxford,  or  of  anyone  coming  from 
liondon  to  assist  in  the  election. 

fiy  Mr.  Cave — I  don't  know  what  Edwin  Penn's  claim 
IB  for.  The  messengers  looked  after  themselves.  They 
were  paid  every  week.  We  sent  our  men  all  over  Oxford.  If 
I  wanted  a  messenger  sent  to  St.  Ebbe's,  or  any  other  Com- 
mittee room,  I  sent  any  of  the  men.  Two  were  engaged 
in  posting  bills.  There  might  have  been  12  messengers. 
I  was  at  the  Committee  room  every  day,  sometimes  for  an 
hour  or  two  hours,  and  sometimes  longer  as  the  polling 
day  approached.  I  mean  to  represent  to  the  Commissioners 
that  tho  messengers  were  employed  the  whole  of  the  time. 
Mr.  Cave— Do  you  think  you  coul  \  employ  ten  men 
the  whole  of  the  time  ? 

^  Col.  Hall — They  were  fairly  employed  the  whole  of  the 
time.  I  put  the  men  on  who  were  out  of  work  to  give 
them  a  Job. 

By  Mr.  Ridley— I  had  nothing  to  do  with  Gold  Har* 
bour.     Mr.  Hutt  had  charge    of   that.     I   think  these 
messengers  were  included  in  the  Gold  Harbour  list.     Mr. 
Cripps  keeps  the  Fox  and  Hounds.    There  waci  a  Com- 
mittee room  there.  That  was  taken  by  Mr.  Hutt's  choice. 
I   am    not   aware   there    was    a    Committee    room    at 
Buckett's.     T^e  vehicles  were  sent  from  head  quarterSb 
The  Local  Board  men  went  up  to  the  booth  themselves;  they 
were  afraid  to  go  up  with  the  Conservatives.      We  polled 
every  man  before  12  o'clock,  and  I  suppose  the  cabmen  then 
went  and  enjoyed  themselves.  Nothing  was  arranged  by  my 
consent  with  regard  to  refreshments.     I  never  saw  a  town 
■o  sober  as  at  the  May  election,  and  I  have  seen  a  good 
many  towns  when  elections  were  taking  place.     I  did  not 
order    the    colours.        They    sprung     up    like    magic, 
and  I  supposed  "  the  people"  provided  them.     (A  laugh.) 
I    knew    that    flags    were    illegal,   and    I    was    very 
careful,    for  I  knew  I  should    be   watched   as    a    cat 
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watcbes  a  mouse.  There  were  a  great  many  out  of 
work,  and  that  is  why  I  took  men  on.  Mr.  Sim  is  a 
barrister,  and  he  assisted  me  in  canvassiug.  We  did  not 
caloulate  as  to  the  number  of  men  we  should  require.  On 
the  polling  day  I  was  in  other  districts  in  Oxford.  I  had 
DO  knowledge  of  the  number  of  men  employed  in  other 
districts.  I  thought  in  some  districts  they  were  employing 
too  many. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — I  did  not  countenance  the  breakfasts, 
because  I  knew  they  were  illegal.  I  will  find  out  the 
pames  of  the  messengers  and  make  a  list  of  them. 

Mr.  John  Seary,  examined  by  Mr.  Ridley,  said—I  am 
an  outfitter  of  Queen  Street.  I  have  been  a  member  of 
the  Town  Council  for  six  years.  I  have  taken  an  interest 
in  political  matters.  I  began  to  take  an  active  part  in  the 
1874  electioD.  In  the  April  election  I  canvassed  the  St. 
Aldate's  parish.  I  was  Vice-Ohairman  for  the  South  Ward 
Working  Men's  Conservative  Association  in  May.  Mr. 
Churms  and  Mr.  Compton  were  employed  there.  I  en- 
gaged the  Committee  room  at  Jacks'.  On  the  polling  day 
we  had  a  room  near  the  polling  station.  I  don't  know 
anything  of  North  Hincksey.  Trafiford,  the  chief  clerk, 
was  not  a  voter.  DoUey  was  engaged  on  the  polling  day. 
I  don't  think  more  clerks  were  engaged  than  were  neces- 
sary. The  canvassing  was  done  by  Mr.  By  man  Hall  to 
relieve  me.  I  was  very  pleased  to  get  out  of  the  job.  He 
was  a  volunteer.  I  should  think  there  were  six  or  seven 
messengers.  I  recommended  one  man,  and  I  belie?e  he 
was  taknn  on.     It  was  Bobert  Akester. 

Mr.  Ridley — His  name  does  not  appear  in  the  list  Mr. 
Compton  gave  us. 

Mr.  Seary— I  don't  think  I  enquired  the  number  of 
messengers,  or  the  number  that  were  to  be  taken  on.  I 
had  no  idea  too  many  messengers  were  employed.  I  was 
very  often  at  the  Committee  room,  and  the  men  seemed 
well  employed.  I  don't  know  who  did  the  bill  posting. 
The  messengers  delivered  bills.  On  the  polling  day  I 
acted  as  personation  agent.  I  am  not  aware  extra  men 
were  engaged  on  the  day  of  election  to  bring  up  voters. 
We  had  refreshments  in  the  polling  booth.  Breakfast 
was  ordered  for  those  who  came  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning.^  I  don't  know  where  refreshments  were  ordered. 
I  sent  in  a  bill  for  colours,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  it 
has  not  been  paid.  (Laughter.)  The  bill,  I  believe, 
is  1642.  48.  7d.  The  colours  were  sent  all  over  the  town. 
Two  known  Conservatives  came  to  me  for  an  estimate  for 
Mr.  EvetU  for  5ft.  poles  and  flags,  and  I  askfd  Is.  6d. 
each.  They  returned  and  brought  me  an  order  for  500, 
which  were  made  and  distributed.  Afterwards  I  faw  Mr. 
Evetts  and  said,  "People  are  worrying  me  for  flags  ;  what 
am  I  to  do?"  and  Mr.  Evetts  said,  "  Make  another  oOO." 
My  place  was  inundated  with  people  requiring  flags.  I 
made  a  few  flags  for  the  April  election.     We  do  net  have 
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colours  in  the  tnanicjpal  election.  I  have  been  returned 
as  a  member  of  the  Gonncil  for  the  South  Ward.  Men 
are  employed  in  municipal  elections.  My  first  was  a 
hardly  fought  election.  I  don't  know  what  it  cost  me.  I 
should  say  from  20L  to  30Z.  I  did  not  spend  it  in  the  waj 
of  treating.     The  greatest  item  was  for  printing. 

Mr.  Bidiey— You  seem  to  have  got  out  of  it  cheap. 

Mr.  Seary— I  paid  it  all  myself,  and  I  don't  expect  it  to 
be  repaid  to  me.  I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  at  the 
Roebuck,  nor  at  Mr.  Walsh's.  There  are  few  voters  in  North 
Hincksey,  and  tbey  would  come  in  St.  Aldate's  district. 
Gompton  was  not  a  man  I  should  have  engaged.  I  have 
been  served  badly  by  him.  He  was  sent  from  the  Central 
Committee  room.  I  was  not  aware  twice  as  many  men 
were  employed  as  were  necessary.  At  the  May  election 
I  found  the  Liberals  had  got  over  some  of  our  men.  The 
members  of  the  Association  subscribed  6d.  a  quarter, 
and  in  case  of  the  death  of  a  member  the  widow  got 
fU.  lOs.,  and  when  the  member  died  his  representative  had 
3Z.  I  don't  know  Nathaniel  Payne,  or  about  the  employ- 
ment of  men  by  Bennett. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— I  am  a  member  of  two  Committees  of 
the  Council,  but  they  are  not  important.  They  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  employment  of  labour.  I  have  no 
doubt  it  would  be  better  for  the  City  if  the  parties  in  the 
Council  were  more  evenly  balanced.  I  am  not  a  member 
of  the  Police  Committee,  and  I  heard  nothing  of  an 
application  to  Birmiogham  for  men.  During  the  May 
election  Oxford  went  mad  over  colours  and  I  was  per- 
fectly inundated  for  flags. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — I  made  a  great  number  of  flags  for  pri- 
vate individuals. 

Mr.  Padbury  King,  examined  by  Mr.  Cave,  said— I  live 
at  Hey  ford,  and  I  took  an  active  part  in  the  April  and  May 
elections,  and  also  in  those  in  1874.  I  assisted  in  the 
Cowley  district.  They  sent  for  help,  and  I  was  requested 
by  Mr.  Walsh  to  go  there.  I  was  requested  to  canvass 
certain  streets,  and  certain  men  were  told  off  with  me.  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  management  of  clerks  and  mes- 
sengers, and  I  did  not  know  the  number  employed.  I 
canvassed  four  out-of-town  freemen  at  Littlemore.  I  am 
only  certain  of  one,  by  the  name  of  AUin,  votiug.  They 
would  not  promise  me  their  votes.  I  did  not  write  to 
any  out-town  freemen. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — I  know  I  was  charged  in  the  partionlars 
with  having  bribed  several  persons,  and  I  was  very  much 
astonished,  because  Mr.  Hall  cautioned  me,  and  said  h« 
would  rather  give  up  the  seat  than  win  by  unfair  means. 
I  know  Hitchcock,  and  called  on  him  at  the  April  elec- 
tion, when  he  said  he  had  been  ill-used,  and  had  not  been 
paid  as  a  messenger  on  the  last  occasion  in  1874,  and  ha 
would  never  vote  again.  I  inquired  and  ascertained 
that   a    great    many  had    not    been    paid.      I    then 
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called  on  him  during  the  May  election,  and  paid 
him  21.  f  bat  distinctly  told  him  I  shonld  not  aak  him 
for  his  vote.  I  gave  it  him  out  of  charity.  I  took  a 
reeeipt.  He  told  me  he  wonld  not  vote  again,  as  he  bad 
been  so  badly  treated.  I  did  not  pay  Henry  Kempson 
3^.  lOs.  for  a  pony  trap.  I  am  not  aware  his  trap  was  hired. 
The  account  for  the  cab  I  used  for  the  first  few  days  was  sent 
to  Mr.  Walsh.  I  don't  know  John  Davis  I  never  pro- 
mised anyone  a  single  halfpenny  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  I 
don't  know  Charles  Martin,  of  Pembroke  Street.  There 
was  an  old  man  of  the  name  of  Martin  engaged  as  a 
meisenger  at  Cowley  Nehemiah  Ash  was  taken  to  the 
Roebuck,  after  he  had  voted,  because  he  was  ill,  and  I 
believe  he  had  some  brandy.  He  has  always  voted  for 
Mr.  Hall.  I  did  not  treat  anyone  on  the  polling  or 
previous  days. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — I  know  Henry  Davis,  of  Headington. 
I  canvassed  him  with  Mr.  Foster.  I  did  not  offer  to  put 
him  on  a  job.  He  did  not  ask  if  there  was  a  chance.  I 
never  said  I  would  do  him  good  after  the  election  was  over. 
He  is  a  journeyman  tailor.  I  don't  know  Lynes,  and  I 
don't  know  anything  of  Davis  going  to  his  house  on  the 
polling  day. 

By  Mr.  Cave— I  enquired  of  Mr.  Walsh  if  Hitchcock 
had  been  paid,  and  he  replied  he  was  afraid  a  great  many 
messengers  had  not  received  their  money.  I  paid  him  out 
of  my  own  pocket. 

Mr.  Dayman  recalled,  said  :  t  have  brought  my  accounts. 
There  is  a  list  of  the  cheques  I  paid  Mr.  Draper  for  elec- 
tion purposes  at  the  two  elections,  but  I  don't  know  the 
Cticuiars  of  the  bills.  I  alao  produce  my  private  pass 
k.  The  3,0002.  went  to  the  Old  Bank  on  the  3rd  of 
May,  and  12s.  was  paid  for  the  tin  box. 

Mr.  C'ipps,  recalled,  said — I  cannot  recollect  who  made 
use  of  the  exprepsion  that  I  '*  starved'^  the  election  in 
April.  I  paid  clerks  double  at  the  second  election.  At 
the  first  election  I  spent  232.  4^.  6d.  in  Summertown,  and 
at  the  second  election  432.  12s.  There  were  more  placards 
in  May  than  in  April.  The  register  being  based  on  house- 
hold suffrage  it  is  almost  impossible  to  engage  persons 
who  are  not  in  some  way  related  to  voters. 

Mr.  Cave  said  he  only  wished  that  all  the  accounts  they 
had  before  them  were  as  neat  and  clear  as  those  Mr. 
Cripps  had  handed  in. 

Mr.  Charles  Underbill,  examined  by  Mr.  Cowie,  said 
— My  place  of  business  is  in  the  Cornmarket.      I  took 

Ssrt  in  the  electicm  of  1874,  and  also  in  April  and 
[ay.  My  principal  district  in  May  was  in  St.  Giles', 
and  I  was  at  the  Committee  room.  I  had  nothing  what- 
ever to  do  with  the  employment  of  clerks  and  messengers. 
I  only  canvassed.  I  worked  with  Mr.  William  Ward 
and  Mr.  Simmonds.  I  did  not  pay  anybody.  A  cab 
was  placed  at  my  service  on  the  polling  day  to  bring  up 
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voters.  I  don'fc  thiak  I  saw  any  refreshments  whatever, 
and  was  very  seldom  at  the  Committee  room.  I  made 
no  promise  to  any  one  during  the  course  oi  my  canvass.  I 
don't  know  whether  there  were  extra  people  employed  on 
the  polling  day  to  bring  up  voters.  I  was  not 
aware  at  the  time  that  an  unnecessary  number  of  people 
were  being  employed.  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Council  nine  years.  At  the  time  I  entered  the 
Council  politics  were  not  imported  into  the  elec- 
tions. During  the  nine  years  I  was  a  member  of  the 
Council  I  was  only  placed  on  one  Committee — the 
Fort  Meadow  Committee.  I  am  one  of  the  Oharitv 
Trustees*  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  an  applicant^ 
politics  being  brought  before  the  Trustees.  I  have 
been  through  three  contests  unsuccessfully  since  I  left 
the  Council.  A  municipal  election  is  very  much  like 
a  Parliamantary.  We  have  to  employ  an  agent,  and  en- 
gage a  certain  number  of  people.  It  costs  about  201.  to 
contest  the  Central  Ward,  and  601.  or  701.  to  contest  the 
North  Ward,  in  'which  there  are  more  voters. 

B^  Mr.^  Ririley— I  have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  tA* 
minutration  of  the  chai  itieo.  I  don't  know  of  any  instance 
where  a  Conservative  has  been  refused  the  benefits  of  the 
freemen's  charities  for  political  reasons.  The  applicants 
h/ive  to  satisfy  the  conditions  of  the  charity,  ana  the  vot- 
ing is  by  ballot.  I  think  every  Trustee  is  desirous  of 
doing  justice,  and  of  giving  the  charities  to  the  most 
deserving  persons,  but,  of  course,  I  cannot  tell  what  pri- 
vate motives  influence  the  Trustees  in  giving  their  votes. 


SIXTEENTH  DAY.— Wednesday,  Oct.  27- 

Mr.  John  Samuel  Churms,  examined  by  Mr.  Cowie, 
said—  I  retiide  at  4,  Marston  Terrace.  I  am  a  lay  clerk, 
and  assistant  librarian  at  Magdalen  College.  I  have 
resided  in  Oxford  since  1874  I  had  the  management 
of  the  South  Ward  at  the  April  election,  and  I  also  had 
the  management  in  May,  but  as  I  could  not  dt^vote  the 
whole  of  my  time  to  the  work  then,  I  was  asniated  by  Mr. 
Compton.  At  the  meeting  at  the  Koebuck  on  the  Tues- 
day 1  suggested  that  we  should  engage  the  same  clerks 
and  messengers  as  in  April,  and  I  gave  Mr.  Compton 
dfrections  to  that  effect.  This,  I  believe,  was  done,  and  I 
think  there  were  only  three  or  four  different  in  May. 
There  were  five  clerks,  and  they  were  paid  at  the  rate  of 
lOd.  a  day.  Two  extra  clerks  were  put  on  on  the  polling 
day,  namely,  Dolley  and  Thomas.  Dolley  has  not  been  paid. 
I  tUnk  Mr.  Compton  had  a  little  red  book  in  which  he 
entered  the  names  of  those  employed  and  the  amounts, 
and  Mr.  Walsh  gave  a  cheque  for  the  sum  required.  I 
paid  the  measengers  every  week  because  I  thought  when 
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tb«  election  wm  om  they  might  not  g^t  the  money. 
(A  langfa.)  There  were  twelve  messengers  employed 
thTonghont.  I  hare  not  Ward's  name  down  in  my 
list.  I  entered  the  amounts  I  paid  on  a  list,  and  handed 
it  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee.  The  messengers 
were  paid  6s.  a  day.  One  day,  on  ooming  from  college,  I 
found  all  the  messengers  outside  the  Committee  room. 
-They  had  scruck.  I  asked  the  reason,  and  Thoe.  Spiers 
■aid  the  Liberals  were  payiog  7s.  6d.  a  day,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  give  them  6s.  irrevioasly  they  had  been  paid 
Ss.  a  day.  The  expenses  of  the  ward  were  less  by  2007. 
than  any  of  the  others.  I  thought  we  had  a  majority  of 
36  in  the  ward.  I  assisted  Mr.  By  man  Hall  in  thn  canvass, 
and  I  wss  more  especially  with  Mr.  Walsh  i^t  the  second 
election.  I  took  care  all  the  messengers  were  employed.  I 
kept  my  accounts  for  the  St.  Aldate's  district  distinct  from 
the  other  parts  of  the  South  Ward.  The  money  wiis  paid 
to  me  for  the  expenses  of  that  ward.  I  can't  tell  which 
were  the  men  I  paid,  and  those  that  were  paid  by  Comp- 
ton.  I  endeavoured  to  settle  up  on  the  Saturday  as  we 
went  along.  There  are  no  outstandingjdaims  for  clerks  or 
messengers  that  I  am  aware  of.  611.  15s.  was  paid  to 
clerks  and  messengers.  We  were  ordered  not  to  take 
receipts  from  the  messengers.  I  believe  they  signed  in  the 
book. 

Mr.  Cave — Who  ordered  yon  not  to  take  receipts  ? 

Mr.  Churms — Mr.  Draper,  I  think.  It  was  at  the  Cen^^ 
tral  room  I  was  told  that.  I  don't  think  anyone  else  was 
present  at  the  time.  I  had  then  a  list  of  the  names  of  those 
employed.  1  thought  receipts  would  be  required  to  be 
filed,  and  that  was  why  I  asked  Mr.  Draper  whether  they 
should  be  taken.  Many  of  those  employed  were  non- 
voters.  The  Committee  room  tor  St.  Peter-le-Bailey  was 
in  New-Inn-Hall  Street,  and  I  think  Mr.  Evans  was 
chairman.  It  was  an  empty  house,  and  was  the  room 
we  had  in  April.  I  believe  about  181,  was  paid  for  it  to 
Hedges.  I  think  he  charged  20^.,  but  a  deduction  was 
made.  I  engaged  the  clerks  at  that  room.  They  were 
Holt  and  Bliss.  There  were  none  extra  on  the  polling  day. 
The  men  were  Shirley,  Kyne,  Austin,  Brown,  White, 
Hickey,  and  Simmonds.  Nash  was  a  check  clerk  on  the 
polling  day.  They  received  68.  a  day.  There  was  also  a 
clerk  at  Buckland's  room  in  Castle  Street.  I  paid  him 
7s.  6d.  a  day.  lOL  was  charged  for  that  room.  The  messen- 
gers did  the  bill-posting.  Mrs.  Wbsrton's  room  was  aloo 
used  as  a  Committee  room  for  St.  Michael's,  but  I  don't 
know  what  was  paid  for  that.  This  district  was  put  on 
me  on  the  polling  day.  Mr.  Smith,  I  think,  had  the 
management  of  that  room  and  was  paid  52.  There  were  two 
mefisengers.  I  removed  the  Committee  room  from  Hedges' 
on  the  polling  day  to  the  Conservative  Club,  because  it 
was  close  to  the  polling  place.  Mr.  Barney  bad  121.  for 
the  meseengers  at  Hinckeey.  I  saw  the  list,  and  checked 
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of  the  money  I  received  from  Mr.  Walsh.  Mr.  Smith,  Si. 
Aldate,  had  10a.  for  aasistanoe  on  the  poUiDg  day,  A. 
Hall  10s.,  and  F.  Burton  lOs.;  cab  fare  17b.  I  also  paid 
Hincksey  expenses,  but  the  list  is  unreliable.  It  was  giveh 
to  me  by  Mr.  Draper.  I  received  50/.  from  him  and 
borrowed  202.  from  Mr.  Scott.  Altogether  I  receiyed  116^. 
1102.  of  which  wss  by  cheque.  No  refreshments  were  sup- 
plied before  the  polling  day.  I  knew  the  Liberals  were 
? firing  a  breakfast  on  the  election  day,  and  I  ordered  one 
or  my  men.  Hastings  supplied  the  breakfast,  and  I 
believe  the  account  is  42.  7s,  Dolley  supplied  the  men  in 
the  polling  booth  with  some  refreshment.  Hancox'<i  room 
was  also  engaged  on  the  polling  day,  and  he  received  21, 5s. 
for  it.     He  is  not  a  voter. 

By  Mr.  Cave — I  made  payments  in  the  Central  Ward, 
ftnd  have  made  out  a  list. 

Mr.  George  Herbert  Morrell  was  next  called  and  exam- 
ined by  Mr.  Ridley.  He  said — I  live  at  Headington  Hill 
Hall,  and  I  have  been  a(x)uainted  with  Oxford  more  or  less 
for  the  last  17  yesrs.  Professionally  I  am  a  burrister,  I 
have  taken  no  practical  interest  ir.  elections  untU  May 
beyond  one  day  in  1874.  I  canvassed  St.  Clement's  parisli^ 
and  elsewhere  when  special  voters  were  brought  to  my 
notice.  I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  when  the 
question  of  opposing  Sir  William  Harcourt  was  dis- 
•cussed  I  arrived  soon  after  the  meeting  had  taken  place. 
A  conversation  took  place  about  the  finances,  and  it 
was  understood  there  W3uld  be  no  contest  unless  some 
money  was  forthcoming.  Mr.  Hall  was  present,  and  it  was 
agpreed  there  should  be  a  fight  if  the  money  could  be  found. 
It  was  estimated  that  from  3,0002.  to  4,0002.  would  be 
required,  but  I  don't  know  who  fixed  that  amount.  I 
understood  there  was  a  possibility  of  the  money  being 
raised  outside.  I  knew  Mr.  Evetts  had  gone  to  London. 
I  first  heard  the  money  wrnld  be  found  by  a  written  com* 
munication  from  Professor  Barrows  the  day  after  the 
meeting  at  the  Brewery.  Professor  Burrovra's  letter  was 
marked  "private,"  and  I  destroyed  it  at  the  time,  as  I 
always  do  when  1  have  letters  so  marked. 

Mr.  Btdley— Your  practice  is  not  always  followed. 

Mr.  Morrell— No  ;  and  I  should  like  some  enquiry  made 
as  to  the  treatment  of  Prof.  Burrows's  letter,  and  whether 
it  was  lost. 

Mr.  Cave  said  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  them.  It  warn 
a  genuine  letter,  and  they  did  not  care  what  happened 
to  it 

Mr.  Morrell — I  attefided  the  meeting  at  Mr.  Walsh's 
office.  Mr.  Dayman,  Professor  Burrows,  Mr.  Evetts,  Mr. 
Walsh,  and  also  Mr.  Parsons,  I  believe,  were  present.  To 
the  best  of  my  belief  Mr.  Widsh  was  there. 

Mr.  Bidley— What  was  the  subject  of  discussion  ? 

Mr.  Morrell— Whether  the  3,5002.,  which  was  then  sop* 
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■poBtd  to  be  available,  was  Bufficient  for  ihe  conieBf. 
The  amount  which  came  from  London  was  8,0002., 
and  6002.   was  guaranteed    by  some  of    the    gentlemen 

E-eaent.  I  guaranteed  the  sum  of  1002.  in  a  letter  to  Prof, 
nrrows,  in  respect  of  his  enquiries  whether  a  sum  of  5002. 
would  be.forthcoming.  I  repeated  that  statement  at  the 
meeting.  I  said  I  was  glad  to  srive  1002.,  and  if  another 
1002.  was  wanted  I  would  give  it.  When  I  beard  there 
was  going  to  be  a  contest  I  went  away,  which  was  before 
the  meeting  was  over.  I  did  not  hear  the  whole  of  what 
passeii.  I  never  heard  that  Mr.  Wells  was  out  of 
pochet  at  the  previous  Parliamentary  election.  At 
the  time  of  that  meeting  the  names  of  Mr.  Wells,  Mr. 
Juggins,  and  Mr.  Calcutt  were  mentioned  as  persons  who 
had  done  a  great  deal  for  the  cause.  I  do  not  recollect  any 
other  name.  I  think  Mr.  Dayman  mentioned  them.  Hie 
said  he  thought  they  should  have  some  substantial  recog- 
nition  for  the  work  they  had  done  at  previous  elections. 
I  did  not  ask  where  the  substantial  recognition  was  to 
oome  from. 

Mr.  Ridley — iJid  it  occur  to  you  that  any  money 
subscribed  for  the  election  was  to  be  paid  to  Mr.  Wells  or 
Mr.  Jupgins  ? 

Mr.  Merrell— I  did  not  know  anything  about  what  was 
going  to  be  done. 
Mr.  Kidley— Yon  did  not  enquire  further  into  it. 
Mr.  Morrell— I  did  not  make  any  further  enquiry  into 
it.  I  heard  that  there  was  to  be  some  substantial  recogni- 
tion, and  that  is  all  I  know  about  it.  Before  I  left  the 
meeting  the  conduct  of  the  election  was  settled,  and  I  was 
asked  to  «rork  in  St.  Clement's  parish,  and  I  did  almost 
all  the  canvassing  in  St.  Clemen  rs. 

Mr.  Bidley— Were  you  not  chairman  of  the  Central 
Committee  ? 

Mr.  Morrell— There  was  no  such  thing  as  a  Central 
Committee.    The  chairman  was  a  fiction. 
Mr.  Ridley^I  believe  you  were  the  chairman, 
Mr.   Morrell — ^As  far  as  action  went  I  was  a  fiction. 
My  name  was  attached  to  a  circular  on  one  occasion, 
but  I  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  have  it  taken  off. 

Mr.  Ridley— Did  you  do  anything  else  in  the  Central 
Committee  f 

Mr.  Morrell— I  went  to  see  if  the  reports  which  had 
been  started  from  the  Committee-room  of  St.  Clement's 
had  reached  in  time  and  had  been  properly  ticked  off. 
When  canvassing  I  was  invariably  in  company.  Mr. 
Drur^e  and  Mr.  Bacon  were  the  two  I  generally  went 
with.  Dr.  Todd  and  Mr.  Bailey  occasionally  accompanied 
me.  I  was  very  seldom  at  the  Committee  room,  and  I  reported 
the  result  of  the  canvass.  I  saw  the  list  of  clerks  employed 
and  I  assented  to  them.  I  did  not  see  the  lifit  of  messen- 
gers. I  only  know  the  names  of  a  few  of  the  men  who 
were  there  generally,  I  did  not  know  the  number  employed. 

V  2 
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.There  were  never  mbre  than  five  or  six  inthe'rodm  when 
.  I  was  there.  I  should  think  it  impossible  that  51  were 
employed  as  messeogers  and  bill-posters.  I  did  not  know 
.there  were  more  than  14  or  15.  There  was  an  immense 
.deid  of  bill-posting,  but  I  shanld  think  not  so  much 
as  in  April  —  perhaps  the  same  amount.  I  was 
ftware  flags  and  colours  were  about.  I  wrote  an  order  for 
twenty,  &t  I  could  not  get  them.  These  were  for  women 
and  children  in  the  back  streets.  They  said  there  was  so 
much  red  about  that  they  wanted  a  bit  of  blue  to  stick 
between.  (A  laugh.)  I  did  not  look  after  the  flags  with 
the  view  of  keeping  them  down.  We  were  overwhelmed 
with  bunting  on  the  other  side.  The  demand  for  colours 
came  from  the  ladies.  (A  laugh.)  I  understood  3,0001. 
was  to  be  found,  but  I  did  not  know  where  it  came  from. 
Mr.  Matthews  and  Mr.  Payne  came  to  my  house  three  or 
four  days  before  the  election.  I  understood  Matthews  was 
.an  agent  come  down  in  connection  with  the  money.  He 
aeked  me  what  money  I  had  paid  and  whether  I  had 
sufficient.  I  did  not  know  then  who  he  was,  and  being 
aware  there  were  a  great  many  detectives  about  I  did  not 
care  to  give  an  answer.  Matthews  said,  I  have  come 
down  te  see  how  the  money  is  spent.  I  told  him  I 
was  not  spending  any  money  on  messenger?,  and  he  said 
to  me,  "  Be  certain  you  put  on  every  single  man  you 
can  find  or  else  we  shall  not  find  the  election  go  right."  He 
asked  me  how  much  money  I  should  want  for  the  rest  of 
the  time,  so  that  he  might  form  an  estimate  of  the 
money  required?  I  said  I  knew  nothing  of  the  mes- 
sengers and  I  could  not  tell,  and  he  was  apparently 
rather  annoyed.  He  wanted  then  to  have  an  interview 
with  the  Vice-Chairman  of  the  district,  ^  whose  name  is 
also  Mathews.  Gircumstances  arose  at  the  City  Court, 
and  Mathews  was  away  and  the  interview  did  not  take 
place.  He  pointed  out  the  desirability  of  employing  the 
greatest  number  of  messengers  pessible,  as  we  walked  down 
to  Mathews'  house.  Mr.  Stratton,  who  is  a  barrister, 
was  also  with  me,  and  we  both  argued  that  it  was  a  very 
improper  thing  to  do,  and  we  did  not  wish  to  see  it  in  our 
district.  I  said  I  thought  it  was  very  bad  policy  to  be 
going  about  the  town  suggesting  such  a  thing,  and  that  it 
would  get  us  into  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  I  went  to  Mat- 
hews* house,  and  there  parted  with  him.  I  was  impressed 
with  the  man.  and  I  went  to  the  Central  Committee  room  to 
enquire  about  him.  He  came  to  me  without  any  introduc- 
tion, and  I  was  not  satisfied  with  him.  I  was  told  he  was 
•all  right." 

Bid  you  tell  them  at  the  Central  Committee  room  that 
he  had  been  su^^gesting  you  should  employ  as  many  people 
as  possible  ? — I  made  that  observation,  and  I  said  I  thought 
-we  should  get  into  trouble  by  it. 

Where  did  you  make  the  observation  ? — Publicly,  gener- 
ally.   I  could  get  no  satisfactory  answer  about  hiiu 
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Did  yon  speak  to  Mr  Walsh  about  him  ?— Yes,  on  one 
occasion,  and  he  said  he  could  not  say  exactly  who  Mat* 
thews  was ;  but  he  was  sent  down  to  look  after  the  expen- 
diture of  the  money. 

Did  yon  tell  him  what  Matthews  said  about  the  em- 
ployment of  messengers  ?~I  tbiok  I  must  have  done  so, 
but  I  cannot  say  the  day. 

.  Did  Mr.  Walsh  make  any  remark  to  yon  ?— No,  I  don't 
think  he  did.  I  did  not  know  where  Payne  lived  at  the 
time,  and  I  did  not  ask.  I  regarded  them — it  is  perhaps 
plain  English — ^as  persons  come  to  make  enquiries.  I  did 
not  think  they  were  on  our  side,  but  had  come  to  suggest 
evil  influences.  I  had  no  idea  of  what  Fayue  was  domg. 
I  did  not  know  what  was  going  on  in  other  districts. 

Had  you  any  reason  to  believe  there  was  an  excessive 
Dumber  of  messengers  employed  ?->  No.  I  had  not  the 
sb'ghtest  idea  about  it. 

With  regard  to  your  own  Committee  room  in  St* 
Clement's,  are  you  prepared  to  say  that  there  was  work 
for  all  the  men  that  were  employed  there  T-^I  think  there 
was  work  made  for  them.  I  doo't  say  the  work  that  was 
actually  wanted  was  sufficient  to  employ  half-a-dozen  men. 
The  distribution  of  circulars  and  bill  posting  all  form  part 
of  the  business. .  That  was  the  way  the  work  was  made 
for  the  people,  and  I  think  it  was  most  undesirable.  I 
cannot  conceive  the  use  of  a  single  messenger  at  any  place. 
I  think  if  messengers  were  disallowed  in  Oxford  we  should 
have  been  saved  all  this  trouble. 
.  And  you  may  say  the  same  of  flags  and  bills? -Cer- 
tainly. 

Tou  are  aware  that  bill-posting  is  legal,  but  flags  and 
•olours  are  not? — I  thought  if  a  voter  leceived  colours  it 
disqualified  him  from  voting;,  but  I  was  not  aware  the 
gift  of  a  flag  to  children  or  women  who  were  not  in  any 
way  interested  in  voters  was  illegal. 
.  Ton  are  aware  that  if  a  person  employed  voters  it  ifl 
illegal?— Yes. 

Is  it  not  somewhat  difficult  to  find  persons  to  employ 
who  are  not  voters  or  related  to  them  ?— No,  in  St  Cle« 
ment's  I  should  think  not.  It  is  a  very  poor  district.  There 
are  a  great  many  non-voters. 

Can  you  suggest  any  reason  why  flags  are  illegal  and 
bill'poating  is  not?— The  bill-posting  and  flags  is  a  part  of 
the  show  and  identical  in  its  action.  I  saw  it  stated  that 
we  employed  a  great  many  Committee  room^,  but  I  think 
it  is  a  fact  that  a  great  many  that  were  quoted  as  Com- 
mittee rooms  were  simply  decorated  with  the  blue  bills. 

Was  it  suggested  at  any  time  that  the  election  might  be 
conducted  with  much  less  expense  ?— I  don't  think  it  was 
contemplated  that  the  expenses  would  be  likely  to  exceed 
3,0002.  The  question  as  to  whether  the  show  part  of  the 
election  could  be  left  out  was  not  discussed.  The  Liberals 
on  the  previous  occasion  had  more  colours  than  we  had, 
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and  when  the  people  saw  roBettee  on  oows  and  to  on  we 
were  obliged  to  do  somethin((  to.eounteract  it. 

Bo  you  know  anything  of  Mr.  Bing,  who  keeps  the  Li(m, 
in  St.  Clement's  ? — No. 

Or  about  Mr.  Beath  ?— I  know  nothing  of  them  beyond 
the'fact  that  they  are  publicans.  Mr.  Wm.  Payne  is  also 
a  publican. 

Did  you  know  what  was  goiog  on  at  these  pnblichousee  ? 
— "No ;  I  was  never  inside  them  except  Mr.  Payne's  when 
there  was  a  meeting. 

These  men  are  charged  in  the  particulars  with  treating? 
—I  don't  know  anything  about  tiiat.  i 

.  Had  you  any  idea  beer  was  being  given  away  at  these 
houses  ?— No  ;  not  in  the  least. 

Were  any  refreshments  given  away  the  night  the  meet- 
ing took  place  ?— Not  to  my  knowledge.  It  was  a  meeting 
of  the  Conservative  Association,  annouifcing  that  a  oontert 
was  likely  to  take  place. 

There  is  no  charge  whatever  against  you  in  the  par- 
ticulars, but  did  you  ever  endeavour  to  influence  any  voter 
by  any  promise  or  gift  ? — No,  sir. 

Mr.  Cave— I  see  there  were  34  messengers  who  were 
employed  for  a  week  or  longer.  Do  you  agree  that  was 
in  excess  of  what  was  reasonably  required  ? — Yes.  I  adhere 
to  my  original  statement.  I  don't  believe  one  is  necessary. 
There  is  not  a  reasonable  excuse  for  one  single  messenger 
being  employed.  I  think  if  three  or  four  men  who 
voluntarily  canvass  were  to  take  their  messages  to  the 
central  room  it  would  not  materially  increase  their  work. 

I  see  there  were  a  number  of  persons  at  the  Committee 
room  at  Bacon's  house  who  appeared  to  have  been  paid 
Committee  men. — I  don't  know  anything  of  the  Committee 
room  in  Cowley  Road.  I  had  to  do  with  Melnai's  in  High 
Street,  St.  Clement's.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  writing 
done  there,  ne%rly  all  the  circulars  being  sent  out  from 
that  room.  That  would  be  clerks'  and  messengers'  work. 
The  return  of  the  canvass  was  made  to  Melnai's  room. 

There  were  another  set  of  men  who  are  charged  for  as 
aasisting  the  canvassers.  One  is  said  to  have  accompanied 
you — Shepherd. — Probably  that  is  an  old  gentleman  a 
tailor.  He  went  down  one  district  to  get  three  or  four 
men  who  were  some  of  his  friends.  He  tak^s  great 
interest  in  the  Conservative  cause  in  the  St.  Clement's 
district. 

He  is  down  for  32.— I  should  think  he  was  employed 
three  or  four  days. 

The  suggestion  was  made  that  he  accompanied  yon  in 
the  eveniDG^'s  canvass  ?  —  I  seldom  went  round  in  'the 
evening.  He  may  have  done  so  once.  I  remember  him 
going  down  Caroline  Street,  that  is  all  I  recollect  of  him. 
He  bad  employment  from  time  to  time  as  a  messenger. 

Ten  shillings  a  day  is  rather  a  large  sum  as  messenger. 
— I  hope  you  understand  that  none  of  these  sums  went 
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Ubiough  my  hands.  I  had  not  th«  remotest  idea  that 
anyone  would  charge  10b.  a  day.  He  oertainly  was  not 
paid  lOs.  a  day  at  my  saggestion. 

Do  you  know  aoytbing  of  the  engagement  of  detectives? 
— I  only  know  of  one.  I  put  him  on  myself.  That  was 
the  only  person  I  put  on  during  the  election.  His  name 
was  Brown.  That  was  very  nearly  the  oommeccement  of 
ti»e  election.    He  was  engaged  ten  days  at  78.  6d.  a  day. 

What  did  he  do  T^-He  said  there  were  several  men  who 
were  put  on  as  messengers  who  were  not  going  with  the 
messages  —  who  were  hanging  about.  I  asked  him  to 
name  them  to  me,  and  they  should  not  be  employed 
agalD. 

Did  he  name  any  persons  ?~I  think  he  named  two,  but 
I  forget  their  names. 

Were  they  discharged  ? — ^I  mentioned  their  names  at  the 
Committee  room. 

I  suppose  Mr.  Brown  would  have  plenty  of  work  to  do 
in  telling  you  about  these  men  ?— I  can't  [quite  answer 
that  question.  There  are  only  two  soms  that  I  have 
spent  in  connection  with  the  election.  I  paid  121.  ior 
printing  an  extract  from  the  Olobt,  A  great  many  claims 
were  sent  to  me  during  the  month  of  May.  A  man  iiamed 
Smith,  a  publican  on  the  Cowley  Koad,  sent  his  account 
to  me.  I  think  almost  every  week  he  sent  a  letter  to  me. 
His  account  was  for  decorations.  I  did  not  like  to  pay 
him  without  advice.  I  saw  Mr.  Dayman,  and  he  told  me 
there  were  a  great  many  outstandmg  claims.  Smith's 
bill  was  for  *a61.  Gs.  8d.,  and  I  gave  a  cheque  to  Mr.  Day- 
man to  pay  in  that  dirt>ction  if  he  thought  desirable.  I 
have  not  sten  the  bill  again.  I  don't  think  many  of  these 
decorations  came  into  my  district.  Tbey  were  not 
ordered  by  me.  I  see  there  is  an  item  of  5/.  for  refresh- 
ments supplied  by  Smith,  which  I  never  heard  of 
before.  I  never  had  the  cheque  back  from  Mr.  Day- 
man, and  whether  it  has  been  paid  or  not  I  don't  know. 

Were  you  aware  there  was  a  larger  number  of  persons 
employed  than  was  required  in  your  district  ? — The  same 
answer  applies  to  that.  I  thiok  we  could  have  dune  with 
much  fewer.  I  know  of  no  further  account  from  Smith 
of  23^.  for  decorations  nor  of  any  refreshments  except 
those  supplied  to  those  engaged  at  the  Committee 
rooms  on  the  day  of  polling,  and  they  consisted  of  sand- 
wiches and  two  bottles  of  sherry. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— I  heard  indirectly  that  Matthews  had 
control  of  a  large  sum  of  money.  I  expressed  my  dis- 
approval of  Matthews'  action  in  going  about  advocating 
the  employment  of  persons  as  messengers,  as  I  knew  the 
risk  of  it.  The  excitement  of  the  second  election  was  due 
to  the  strong  animus  caused  by  the  first  election.  Alderman 
Carr  said  to  me,  **  We  don't  care  su  much  about  ousting 
Mr.  Hall,  but  we  must  have  a  fight  for  the  benefit 
of  the  town."    Assuming  that  there  are  2,000  Liberals  to 
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1,700  Conservatives,  I  believe  a  contest  would  be  avoided 
if  each  voter  could  give  his  two  votes  to  one  candidate  if 
he  pleased.  In  April  many  Conservatives  split  betweeu 
Hall  and  Chitty  to  utilize  their  second  vote,  whereas  if 
they  could  have  f^v^en  their  two  votes  to  Hall  he  would 
have  been  returned,  or  I  believe  there  would  have  been  no 
contest.  Each  voter  would  then  have  an  equal  voice.  A 
good  many  hated  Harcourt,  and  though  at  the  April 
election  they  split  for  Harcourt  and  Chitty,  liking  Chitty, 
they  at  the  second  election  voted  for  Hall,  for  the  personal 
feeling  for  Chitty  would  not  extend  to  Harcourt.  There 
were  50  Conservative  absentees  from  Oxford  in  April  on 
account  of  its  bein?  vacation  time. 

By  Mr.  Cave — The  St.  Clement's  arrangements  were 
quite  satisfactory.  I  believe  there  are  a  number  of  people 
who  would  side  with  those  who  paid  them  best, 
and  I  should  think  nine-tenths  of  them  would  vote  accord- 
ingly. I  did  not  know  that  the  freemen  were  more  open 
to  corrupt  influence  than  the  others.  I  always  believed 
that  in  Oxford  there  was  a  floating  thousand  who  would 
go  to  the  side  that  paid  them  best.  I  do  not  believe  there 
is  a  single  person  in  Oxf  3rd  who  would  receive  a  direct 
bribe,  and  the  pass  we  had  come  to  of  employing  large 
numbers  was  due  to  previous  elections.  As  an  instance  I 
might  mention  that  Mr.  Cooper  of  St.  Thomas'  bought 
some  ten  Conservatives  over  at  the  first  election  who  were 
got  back  at  the  second. 

Mr.  Henry  Druce,  examined  by  Mr.  Cave,  said— I  reside 
in  High  Street  and  am  a  8olicit4)r.  I  have  taken  part  in 
elections  in  Oxford  since  the  1866  election — in  both  the 
1874  election  and  during  those  of  this  year.  I  have  never 
been  in  any  other  district  but  St.  Clement's,  and  I  took  a 
part  as  canvasser.  I  received  no  money  whatever  and 
paid  no  one,  and  I  took  no  part  in  engaging  the 
persons  employed.  There  was  a  meeting  at  Melnai's 
Committee  room,  but  there  was  no  discussion  as  to  the 
number  that  should  be  employed.  Those  present  con- 
fined themselves  to  the  canvassing  part  of  the  business.  I 
had  not  the  least  idea  that  fifty-one  messengers  were 
employed.  I  knew  there  was  a  Committee  room  at 
Bacon's  house  in  Cowley  Road,  but  I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  person's  employed  there.  The  persons 
I  canvassed  with  principally  were  Mr.  Morrell  and 
Mr.  Bacon,  and  occasionally  Shepherd  came  with  me 
to  show  me  where  certain  persons  lived.  There  was  a 
man  named  Cox,  a  saddler,  who  was  supposed  to  be  an 
assistant,  but  he  did  not  go  out  with  me.  I  had  no  idea 
that  detectives  were  employed.  The  Committee  room  at 
Melnai's  had  not  control  over  the  whole  of  the  expenditure 
BO  far  as  I  know.  On  the  day  of  polling  persons  were 
employed  for  the  purpose  of  bringins?  up  voters.  Mr. 
Mathews,  of  St.  Clements',  had  the  entire  management  of 
the  district.     I  suggested  at  firat  that  none  but  non- voters 
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shonld  be  employed,  but  I  believe  that  Mr.  Mathews  sub- 
eequently  employed  some  who  were  voters.  The  employ- 
ment of  voters  would  be  iu  some  instaDces  colourable,  as 
indirectly  influencing  some  who  were  voters.  It  seemed 
to  me  most  unreasonable  that  over  a  hundred  people  were 
employed  in  St.  Clement's  on  the  day  of  the  election,  and 
the  payments  made  were  quite  unknown  to  me. 

Mr.  Cave — What  strikes  me  is  that  a  Committee  which 
can  allow  that  kind  of  thing  to  take  place  is  not  of  much 
use  in  the  way  of  checking  expenditure. 

Mr.  Druce— I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  payments. 

Mr.  Cave— All  this  went  on  in  your  Committee  room. 

Mr.  Druce — It  was  unknown  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — I  knew  that  there  were  people  at  the 
Committee-room  who  were  doing  nothing,  but  I  do  not 
know  the  number  who  were  umemployed.  From 
the  number  I  saw  there  I  should  think  there  was  not  suf- 
ficient employment  for  them  all. 

By  Mr.  Ridley— I  was  at  the  meeting  at  Wm.  Payne's, 
and  saw  refreshments  being  supplied,  but  I  do  not  know 
who  paid  for  them.  I  saw  no  treating  going  on.  I  do 
not  know  the  Lion,  but  I  do  the  Koyal  Oak.  I  had  no 
idea  that  treating  was  going  on  at  these  houses,  and  was 
surprised  to  hear  it.  Everything  was  kept  dark  from  me 
in  that  respect. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wheeler,  examined  by  Mr.  Cowie,  said — I 
live  in  Norfolk  iStreet,  St.  Ebbe's,  and  am  a  coal  mer- 
chant. I  took  an  active  part  in  the  elections  this  year, 
and  in  May  worked  the  St.  Ebbe's  district  in  canvansing. 
I  took  my  reports  to  the  Committee-room  in  Littlegate  at 
which  Mr.  Evetts  and  Mr.  Gynes  were  working.  I  gave 
the  reports  to  Mr.  Gynes.  I  did  nothing  else  but  canvass, 
and  had  nothing  to  do  with  clerks  and  messengers, 
or  the  receiving  or  paying  of  money.  I  should  think  I 
canvassed  100  voters,  and  on  the  day  of  polling  I  assisted 
in  bringing  up  voters  to  the  poll.  There  were  refresh- 
ments on  the  day  of  election  to  those  who  were  apsisting, 
at  "  the  Albion"  publichouse.  There  were  about  twenty 
present.  I  was  not  aware  that  there  was  a  second  Com- 
mittee-room in  that  district.  I  never  concerned  myself 
to  enquire  how  many  persons  were  engaged  at  the 
Littlegate  Committee-room.  I  was  charged  with  bribery. 
I  lent  Albert  Haynes  Is.  6d.  and  2^.  at  the  end  of  April. 
He  anked  to  be  put  on  as  a  messenger;  and  I  referred  him 
to  Mr.  Gynefl,  and  I  believe  he  was  put  on.  He  said  he 
was  going  to  Hincksey  to  see  a  great  many  voters,  and  I 
lent  him  the  money.  I  did  not  say  anything  to  him 
about  his  vote.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  going  to  pay  me 
back  the  money  I  had  lent  him  and  he  asked  for  more. 
(Laughter.)  During  the  election  he  was  a  pest.  I  did 
not  lend  him  money  before  the  election  week,  and  did  not 
think  the  lending  of  the  money  would  have  the  slightest 
influence  on  his  vote.    When  he  got  on  as  messenger  I 
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betieTe  I  hewd  him  tf*y  hb  was  going  to  Tote  for  Mr. 
Hall.  I  have  not  paid  him  U,  I  know  Jamoa  Snrridge ; 
it  is  not  true  that  I  paid  his  taxes,  or  bay*  lent  him  money 
to  do  BO.  I  saw  him  during  the  election;  he  was  em- 
ployed as  messenger,  and  I  gave  him  10«.  as  a  present  on 
the  election  day  because  he  was  ill  some  time  and  badly 
off.  I  belieye,  as  a  Conservative,  he  voted  accordingly. 
I  dtid  not  see  him  sro  to  the  poll,  and  have  not  heard  that 
he  did.  I  know  Thomas  Field,  plumber  and  painter,  of 
Albion  place.  I  have  not  offerbd  him  152.  or  any  sum 
whatever.  I  called  at  his  hou»e  to  canvass  him  ;  and  he 
said  he  was  sorry  there  was  goi^  to  be  a  second  election, 
as  it  would  upset  the  town.  I  said  I  believed  that  it 
would  cost  tha  Liberals  most  as  they  were  offering  6/. 
acd  102.,  and  I  thought  the  Conservatives  ought  to  give 
152.  for  votes.  I  heard  that  the  Sherifif  (Mr.  Parish)  had 
been  bound  for  a  man  named  Goodlake  for  bis  vote. 
Another  man  named  Simmonds  said  to  me,  **  I  am  going 
to  see  Dick  Carr,  and  if  the  price  is  all  ri^ht  I  shall 
go  with  the  Liberals."  Shortly  after  I  saw  him  with  the 
red  colours  on,  and  he  told  me  he  had  made  it  all  right 
with  Aid.  Carr.  I  know  Wm.  Bowe,  a  railway  porter. 
On  the  Friday  before  the  election  he  asked  me  if  I  thought 
Mr.  Hall  would  get  in.  I  asked  him  if  he  would  vote  for 
Mr.  Hall,  and  he  asked  me  what  I  would  give.  I  said  I 
supposed  he  wanted  ISs.  or  12.,  and  he  said  he  wanted  more 
than  that  for  his  vote,  and  I  told  him  he  had  better  go  to 
the  Liberals,  who  I  heard  were  giving  good  prices. 
The  man  then  pointed  to  a  placard  offering  a  reward 
of  £20  for  intormation  of  bribery ;  and  witness 
said,  **  Yes,  that  is  the  best  business  going  to  get  bribes 
and  then  inform  on  those  who  give  them."  I  did 
not  intend  to  give  him  anything,  and  I  did  not  do  so.  I  saw 
Bowe  after  the  election,  aod  he  told  me  he  was  sorry  for 
having  made  a  report  of  what  had  passed  between  us. 
I  offered  a  man  named  Kersey  10s.  if  he  would 
vote  for  Mr.  Hall,  but  I  heard  no  more  of  it.  Henry 
Surridge,  a  tenant  of  mine,  came  to  me  and  told  me  he 
bad  a  summons  for  a  tax,  and  if  I  would  pay  him  the 
money  he  should  be  glad,  and  I  lent  him  the  money.  I 
did  not  see  the  summons.  I  told  him  that  if  he  ever 
wanted  a  pound  he  could  have  it.  On  the  polling  day  I 
lent  him  2s.  or  3b.  for  refreshments,  and  he  told  me  that  at 
the  first  election  he  voted  for  all  three  candidates. 
(Laughter.)  I  received  152.  from  Mr.  Evetts  on  the 
polling  day  after  the  poll  was  over.  I  made  no  claim  and 
have  not  sent  in  any  account.  If  anyone  I  know  asked  me 
to  stand|a  glass  of  beer  I  did  so.  I  did  not  expect  the  152, 
and  put  it  into  my  business  when  I  got  it.  I  should  think 
I  spent  about  52.  and  bad  102.  for  my  services. 

By  Mr.  Bidley— I  told  Haynes  that  if  Mr.  Hall  got  in  X 
would  give  him  12.  This  was  at  the  time  I  lenthimthe  money 

Mr.  Edwin  Brooks,  examined  by  Mr.  Bidley,^d— I 
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reside  in  St.  GiWs  taid  am  m  tailor  aod  draper.  I  did  not 
take  any  particular  part  in  the  May  election.  I  was  on 
no  Oommittee,  neither  was  I  a  canvasser.  I  Bupplied  some 
flags  and  received  67.  from  Bennett  for  Thomas  Marsh  for 
maliiog  flags.  I  had  no  receipt  for  it.  I  sent  Marsh. 
Sansnm  and  another  Bennett  to  be  employed.  I  employea 
them  making  flags  and  6^  was  what  they  charged.  I 
supplied  colours  for  the  party  and  gave  Marsh  the  materials 
to  make  np  into  flags.  Marsh  bad  been  a  postman 
and  bad  been  turned  away;  he  bad  worked  for  me 
before,  and  being  in  difficulties  I  employed  him.  Marsh 
had  worked  for  me  before  for  years,  and  does  so  at  the 
present  time.  I  wked  no  question  as  to  whether  either  of 
the  three  men  were  voters,  and  I  did  not  ask  Marsh  for 
bis  vote.  I  should  think  they  made  two  dozen  flags ;  they 
were  of  peculiar  make  and  had  words  upon  them.  They 
were  decorative  flags,  and  laive,  and  were  placed  near  the 
Liberal  Committee  room  at  Lambert's,  and  directly  they 
were  there  the  Liberals  put  up  others  to  hide  them.  I  and 
otters  sat  up  and  watched  so  that  they  should  not  be  pulled 
down  by  the  Liberals.  I  have  sent  in  a  bill  for35Z.  9d.  6d. 
to  Messrs.  Dayman  and  Walsh  for  flags  and  colours.  I 
was  told  at  Alderman  CavelFs  that  they  had  sent  a  waggon 
load  of  flags  to  the  Liberal  Hall,  for  which  they  were  being 
paid  Is.  per  yard.  I  gave  T^d.  a  yard,  and  was  quite 
ashamed  of  my  flags. 

Ashamed  of  the  quality  and  not  of  the  quantity? — 
Ashamed  of  both. 

I  know  John  Gillam.  I  believe  I  was  at  the  Wheat- 
sheaf  publichouse  in  April,  and  I  gave  Gillam  a  glaea 
of  beer.  At  the  time  he  was  nearly  drunk,  and 
I  knew  he  bad  ill-treated  bis  wife.  I  do  not  often 
treat  people  with  beer,  but  if  a  working  man,  if  he 
was  a  Liberal  or  Conservative,  asked  me  for  a  glass  or 
a  pint  of  beer  I  gave  it  him  if  I  thought  he  wanted  it.  I 
generally  spend  3^.  or  42.  treating  people.  I  knew  that 
Gillam  was  a  "red"  long  before  I  gave  him  the  glass  of 
beer.     I  did  not  ask  him  for  his  vote. 

By  Mr.  Cave — I  supplied  flags  for  Summertown,  St. 
Giles',  and  Walton  Street  the  week  before  the  election. 
It  was  left  entirely  to  me  to  send  any  number  of  flags  I 
liked,  and  any  size.  A  man  named  Brewitt  came  from 
the  Central  Committee  room  with  an  order  that  I  was  to 
let  anybody  who  came  have  flags,  whether  man,  W(»man, 
or  child.  I  nsnally  enter  my  orders  in  a  book,  but  I  can 
give  no  reason  why  I  did  not  enter  the  particulars  therein, 
I  did  not  enter  every  yard  of  ribbon  there. 

Mr.  Cave  directed  the  witness  to  bring  bis  book  in  the 
afternoon  so  that  they  might  see  what  he  had  put  down.    , 

Mr.  Brooks^I  paid  Walker  1;.  10s.  for  the  use  of  his 
room.  It  was  arranged  that  Mr  Hall  ehould  speak  from 
bis  window.  I  also  paid  him  1/..  lOs.  for  bill  posting  and 
bad  bis  receipts   I  invited  some  of  the  Sammertown  people 
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to  lanch  at  my  hooM  after  they  had  poUecL  The  order  to 
engage  Walker's  room  was  oouDtermanded,  and  Mr.  Hall 
spoke  from  Sazton's  window.  A  placard  was  put  up  at 
Walker's  stating  that  It  was  '*  Hall's  Oommittee  Room," 
but  it  was  not  used  as  such.  I  engaged^  the  room  without 
any  instructions  from  anybody,  and  without  being  asked 
to  do  so.  Walker's  house  is  about  a  mile-and-a-half  from 
my  house,  and  I  engaged  the  room  because  Walker  wanted 
a  Committee  room  there.  I  did  it  to  do  him  good.  I  spoke 
to  Mr.  Draper  about  it,  and  he  said,  **  All  right ;  they  had 
better  have  it  if  it  is  necessary."  I  thought  it  was  neces* 
sary  because  there  were  a  great  many  voters  on  that  side 
of  the  road,  and  they  grumbled  a  good  deal  because  there 
was  not  one  at  the  first  election.  I  did  not  consult  Mr. 
Grippe,  who  has  the  management  of  the  district,  and  I  be- 
lieve he.  was  annoyed  at  my  engagin^f  the  room. 

Mr.  Cave — ^Very  likely.  Which  is  true— that  no  one 
Bpoke  to  you  after  engaging  the  room,  or  that  Mr.  Draper 
said  you  might  do  so  ?    Be  careful. 

Mr.  Brooks— What  Mr.  Draper  said  was  true.  I 
asked  Draper  if  he  would  give  30s.  for  a  room,  and  he  told 
Walker  it  was  the  amount  he  would  be  paid.  I  talked  to 
Walker  a  eood  deal  during  the  election  about  all  sorts  of 
things.  Walker  looked  uter  the  fl-igs  at  Summertown 
at  my  request.  I  took  upon  myself  to  do  that.  I  paid 
Walker  32.  altogether.  The  flags  went  across  the  turn* 
pike  road,  and  were  those  I  supplied.  It  did  not  strike 
me  at  the  time  to  leave  Mr.  Cripps  to  look  after  his  own 
flags.  I  cannot  account  for  the  word  "  flags"  not  being  in 
the  receipt  produced.  I  know  that  Walker  did  bilUp  osting. 
Draper  fetched  a  bill  some  time  after  the  election,  in  June, 
which  I  made  out  from  my  books.  I  can  give  no  ezplana* 
tion  why  I  put  11.  10a.  in  the  bill  when  I  had  paid  32. 
Walker  bad  always  voted  for  Mr.  Hall.  He  told  me 
several  times  in  the  course  of  conversation  that  he  had 
given  Mr.  Hall  a  plumper.  I  made  out  my  bill  for  flags 
to  Mr.  Dayman  because  I  was  told  to  do  so  by  Drewitt. 
Mv  own  workmen  made  some  flags. 

What  are  their  names?— They  are  my  own.  family — 
myself,  my  wife,  and  daughters.    (Laughter.) 

I  cannot  give  the  name  of  a  workman.  I  bought  some  of 
the  material  at  Elliston  and  Cavell's,  at  Bolton'?,  and  of  a 
man  named  Skinner.  I  went  by  guess-work  as  to  the  quan- 
tity I  wanted ;  that  is  not  my  usual  custom.  I  had  the  poles 
off  Simms,  of  Summertown.  Marsh  was  always  coming  to 
me.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  called  on  Benoett,  or  sent 
Marsh  to  him— I  cannot  recollect.  I  should  thick  it  most 
likely  I  went  myself  in  the  election  week.  Marsh  had 
worked  for  me  previous  to  the  election,  and  had  done  so, 
on  and  off,  since  he  left  the  Post  Office.  Myself  and 
Marsh  talked  over  the  election,  and  I  cannot  tell  why  he 
should  have  gone  to  Bennett.  I  have  not  been  to  him 
since,    and  I   did   not   know  that  he  was  employing 
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men.  I  cannot  recolleot  whftt  I  taid  to  Bennett  or  what 
Bennett  said  to  Die.  That  is  the  truth.  I  cannot  recolleot 
the  conversation  at  all,  and  I  coDnot  tell  in  the  least 
what  I  called  on  Bennett  for.  When  I  returned  from 
Bennett  I  asked  Marsh  if  he  would  make  up  some  flags 
for  me. 

Mr.  Ghurms  was  recalled  and  produced  the  accounts  he 
liad  made  out.  There  was  41.  he  could  not  account  for  at 
present. 

Mr.  Cave  asked  Mr.  Ghurms  to  make  out  a  further 
statement  separating  the  derks  from  the  messengers. 

Mr.  Bartholomew  Kobinson,  8,  Oromwell  Street,  said : 
I  am  a  coachman,  but  out  of  employment  at  the  present 
time.  I  wish  to.  deny  the  statement  that  I  was  a  spy  for 
the  Liberals.  I  never  went  to  the  Liberal  Committee 
room.  I  was  paid  6s.  a  day.  I  was  never  offered  a  job  by 
the  Liberals.  I  asked  Mr.  Buckell  at  the  first  election, 
but  he  said  they  were  filled  up.  Mr.  Linnell  met  me  at  the 
second  election,  and  asked  me  if  I  wanted  a  job.  I  told 
him  I  did  not  care  about  going  on  as  I  was  a  Liberal.  After- 
w  ards  I  wentto  the  St.  Aldateroom,  and  Mr.Compton  wrote 
a  note  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Central  Committee.  I  brought 
back  a  reply,  and  Compton  then  told  me  I  was  to  work 
there.  Tnis  was  on  the  Friday  week  before  the  election. 
I  had  to  take  notes  to  the  different  Committee  rooms,  and 

S've  the  supplements  away  that  contained  the  speeches  of 
!r.  Hall.  I  was  paid  fis.  a  day  and  had  altogether  488. 
I  did  not  vote  at  the  election.  One  day  attention  was 
called  to  the  fact  that  I  was  a  Liberal,  and  my  name 
was  struck  off  the  list ;  but  afterwards  somebody  came  to 
my  house  and  said  it  was  all  right,  and  I  was  to  return. 
I  was  not  at  that  time  a  voter,  but  I  have  been  placed 
on  the  register  since, 

Mr.  William  Boulter  said— X  keep  the  Fir  Tree  Tavern, 
Iffley  Bioad.    It  is  in  St.  Clement's  parish.    I  was  at 
Bacon's  Committee  room.     I  was  acting  as  Chairman,  in 
the  absence  of  Dr.  Todd.    I  was,  in  fact,  Vice-Cb airman. 
It  was  my  duty  to  see  that  the  messengers  were  employed 
and  to  send  out  circulars    and    other    things.      I  had 
nothing    to    do^     with      engaging     or    paying     mes- 
sengers.   I  was  in  the  room  from  half-past  eight  in  the 
morning    until    seven  or    eight    at   night.      No   doubt 
there     was    a  lot    of     messengers    at    the    Fir    Tree 
Tavern  during  the  election.    Some  of  them  were  my  cus- 
tomers. Bacon's  room  was  taken  for  the  messengers.    The 
men  paid  for  what  they  had  or  they  would  not  have  had 
it.    I  did  not  send  them  to  the  Fir  Tree.    I  did  not  do  so 
much  trade    during  the  election  as  now,  because  I  was 
away  from    home.      Mrs.    Boulter   served    the    men 
and  she  would  not  -  let  any  beer  go  without  the  money. 
J)uring  ^tfae    election    all    the   messengers    might   have 

fone  to  the  house.     I  received  5^.  from  Mathews  for 
eing  Chairman  of  the  Committee.     I  have  heard  I 


ohargred  in  thie  partlonlars  with  treatinfr.    I  did  nol 

lapply  anything^  witbont  being  paid  for  it.  None  but  mr 
WMkly  onstomers  had  drink  the  election  week  without 
paying  for  it.  Some  of  the  meaeengers  were  weekly  cns- 
tomers.  I  never  made  a  statement  in  the  Fir  Tree 
Tavern  on  the  nisfht  before  the  election  that  nothing  more 
wonld  be  supplied  until  the  poll  wa?  over.  I  knew  some 
of  the  messengers  were  voters.  I  could  not  say  how  manj 
were  employed.  No  doubt  there  were  too  many,  and  it 
was  difficult  to  find  work  for  the  men.  On  the  polling 
day  I  was  engaged  fetching  up  voters.  On  the  polling 
day  Bacon's  room  was  closed,  and  the  men  I  suppoae 
were  about  the  street.  They  were  not  at  the  Fir  Tree 
Tavern. 

By  Mr.  Cave— I  know  Mr.  London,  a  grocer, 
but  I  did  not  know  that  he  was  looking  after  the 
Liberals.  I  do  not  know  the  number  of  Liberals  em- 
ployed. Stevens,  who  was  paid  5?.,  was  en?aged 
in  writing.  Carter  and  Johnstone  were  messengers. 
Walker  and  Harman  were  together,  but  I  don't  know 
what  they  did.  We  had  nine  or  ten  men  come  from 
Mr,  Thomas.  They  were  not  paid  at  our  Committee 
room.  Mr.  Thomas'^  Committee  room  was  about  60  yards 
from  mine.  I  don't  know  anything  about  the  emplojrment 
of  detectives.  I  had  orders  from  Mr.  Mathews  to  send 
tefreshments  to  the  amount  of  11.  13i.  to  the  Committee 
room. 

Mr.  Cave — There  is  a  bill  of  141.  149.  lOd.  from  Hudson, 
Shepherd,  Payne,  and  Smith  for  refrenhments. 

Mr.  Boulter — We  did  not  have  any  of  those.  I  had  SOs. 
for  pony  trap  hire  for  canvassing.  That  was  paid  by  Mr. 
Mathews. 

Mr.  Cave— It  is  put  down  .as  11.  Is. 

Mr.  Boulter— It  was  308. 

William  Evans  examined  by  Mr.  Cowie,  said— I  am  a 
bootmaker  of  Jericho.  I  have  lived  in  Oxford  all 
my  life.  It  is  more  than  50  years  ago  since  I  began  to  take 
any  interest  in  politics.  In  May  I  canvassed  Jericho.  I  was 

Said  10s.  a  day  by  Mr.  Gregson.  I  was  employed  10 
tkjs,  I  did  not  g^ve  a  receipt  for  it.  On  the  day  of  elec- 
tion I  fetched  up  voters.  I  did  not  pay  or  promise  anyone 
anything  during  the  election.  I  met  Thomas  Longford, 
and  asked  him  if  he  was  going  to  serve  'Hhe  little  man.**  1 
meant  Mr.  Hall.  (A.  laugh.)  I  told  him  if  he  altered  his 
mind  and  came  to  Mr.  Hall's  Committee  room  he  would 
probably  get  7s.  6d.  for  the  polling  day.  I  know  Alfred 
Green,  cabinet  maker.  I  did  not  promise  him  anything. 
I  recommended  that  he  should  be  put  on  as  a  messenger. 
He  was  at  Gordon's  room.  I  called  on  Thomas  Jan  away,  of 
Jeriebo  Gardens,  and.can  vaesed  him.  He  said  he  should  vote 
for  Mr.  Ball.  He  said  he  had  been  out  of  work  for 
some  time,  and  should  like  to  be  put  on.  I  told  him  to  go 
to  the  Walton  Crescent  Committee  room.    I  know  Joseph 
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.Wren,  a  roter.  I  never  paid  him  78.  6cl.  He  said  he  bad 
nothing  to  do,  but  nothing  more  pftesed.  I  saw  him  tA 
the  Committee  room,  and  I  suppose  he  got  on.  Very  few 
of  the  men  in  Jericho  Gardens  were  in  employment.  I 
canvassed  John  Hutt.  I  did  not  say  anything  to  him 
abont  money  or  employment.  I  never  paid  a  half -penny 
to  anybody^.  I  wonld  not  say  I  did  not  tell  him  to  go  to 
the  Committee  room.  Charles  Kitchin  works  for  the 
Local  Board.  He  said  be  would  not  nromise.  I  knew 
he  was  against  us  before.  I  dia  not  tell  him 
where  the  Committee  room  was.  I  canvassed  William 
Bichardson,  Jericho  Street.  He  promised  to  vote 
lor  Mr.  Hall.  I  did  not  ask  htm  if  he  wanted  a  job.  I 
told  him  if  he  felt  inclined  to  aiisist  in  bringing  up  votem 
nn  the  polling  day  he  could  probably  get  on.  I  don't  know 
James  Ay  res,  a  cabinet  maker,  of  Jericho  Street.  I  told 
some  of  my  neighbours  to  go  to  the  Committee-room.  I 
think  I  stood  a  "  half- horn"  to  three  of  the  men  who  were 
out  of  work.  They  had  promised  long  before  this  to  vote 
for  Mr.  Hall.  I  was  not  supplied  with  money  by  anybody 
to  upend  during  the  election. 

Thomas  Tanner,  recalled,  said-^I  had  £7 158.  or  £8  ISs* 
lor  messengers*  money,  and  mimey  for  keeping  the  men. 
£3  158.  was  messengers'  money.  I  had  to  give  £4  or 
£5  to  the  "  gentlemen"  I  had  entertained.  (Laughter.) 
Mr.  Bennett  said  they  were  to  have  something  if  the 
Squire  won.  He  said  this  when  the  men  were  written  f or« 
When  Bennett  handed  him  the  money  he  said  "  For  God's 
■ake  don't  let  anyone  see  what  it  is  I  give  you." 

Mr.  Brooks,  recalled,  produced  several  bills.  The  3/.  5e. 
for  pnlee  is  owing.  I  have  no  bill  from  Simms.  I  was 
told  be  had  sent  so  many  poles  to  the  Committee  room  ai 
Summertown  and  he  would  have  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  Cripps  said  with  regard  to  the  Committee  room  on 
the  Woodstock  Boad,  that  was  not  engaged  by  me. 
Walker  is  a  tenant  of  Mr.  Brooks,  and  is  a  staunch 
supporter  of  Mr.  Hall.  It  was  arranged  that  Mr.  Hall 
should  address  a  meeting  at  Summertown.  It  was  under- 
stood by  Brooks  that  he  would  speak  from  the  balcony  of 
Walker's  house,  but  a  previous  arrangement  had  l>een 
made  tiiat  he  should  speak  at  Saxton's.  I  told  Simms  he 
had  better  send  his  bill  to  Brooks.  I  told  Brooks  I  was 
being  importtmed  for  flags,  and  he  had  better  send  a  dozen 
or  two  more.  Gillam  is  a  Bed  Republican,  and  I  should 
not  think  of  aaking  him  for  his  vote. 

Mr.  Brooks  said — The  bills  I  have  made  out  amount  to 
lU  98.  I  think  I  paid  191, 15s.  4d.  out  of  my  pocket.  I 
don't  recollect  telling  Bennett  that  Marsh  was  a  mes- 
■enger.  I  can't  sav  when  I  took  the  receipt  produced.  It 
mignt  have  been  this  month. 

Mr.  Cave ^ Will  you  swear  it  is  a  month  ago? 

Mr.  Brooks — ^As  I  lost  the  first  receipt,  1  got  him  to 
give  me  another  about  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  ago. 
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"  By  Mr.  Gowie— I  did  not  make  arrangements  for  "hSi, 
Hall  ii  speak  from  Walker's  boose. 

Mr.  Humphry  Smith,  formerly  Grovemor  of  the 
City  Gaol,  sain,  —  I  reside  at  29,  Juxon  Street. 
I  have  a  small  pension,  and  I  am  employed  four 
hoars  daily  by  Mr.  Batterfield.  I  have  resided  in 
Oxford  between  SO  and  40  years.  The  first  election  I 
took  an  aotive  part  in  was  in  May.  Tamer  met  me  in 
the  street  and  asked  me  if  I  would  take  employment. 
I  said  I  would  do  nothing  that  would  inyalidate 
my  vote,  as  I  was  determined  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Hall.  I  consented  to  stand  at  the  door  of  the  Com- 
mittee room  and  look  after  the  men,  and  see  there 
was  no  drinking  in  the  room.  I  was  a  yolunteer  at  first; 
After  the  election  I  met  Mr.  Turner,  and  I  said,  '*  As  yom 
are  settling  up,  ^rou  had  better  settle  with  me.''  I  said  iSL 
or  7L  would  satisfy  me.  I  heard  theie  was  a  great  deal 
of  money  about,  and  it  did  not  come  from  Mr.  Hall,  so  that 
I  thought  I  might  have  a  pound  or  two  as  well  as  anyone 
else.  (Laughter.)  I  did  not  claim  at  so  much  a  day,  but 
a  lump  sum.  I  think  I  received  01.  6s.  Mr,  Rud^ard, 
curate  of  St.  Thomas',  paid  me.  I  did  not  give  a 
receipt.  I  was  caricatured  in  Land  and  Water, 
It  was  not  part  of  my  duty  to  play  the  clarionet  in  the 
street  during  the  election,  out  I  did  it  in  the 
excitement — (laughter) — and  hundreds  of  boys  and  men 
came  round  and  joined  in  the  chorus.  (Renewed  laughter.) 
We  played  outside  the  Roebuck  and  Exeter  College.  The 
Liberals  never  interfered  with  us  and  the  Conservatives 
rather  liked  it.    I  voted.    The  extract  was  as  follows : — 

**  Mr.  Taunt,  of  sal vo-quadrioyclist  fame,  has  immortal- 
ized himself  by^  becoming  the  Tyrteeus  of  the  Torv  army. 
The  tune  is  spirited,  and  has  been  taught  to  all  the  weU- 
educated  children  of  Oxford.     A  select  choir  of  urchins  | 

parade  the  streets,  led  by  a  picturesque  old  corpphcBuSt 
who  leads  the  psalmody  on  a  flageolet,  and  whose  face 
reminded  me  iiresistibly  of  Caldecott's  picture  of  Master 
Simon  in  Washington  Irving^s  *  Old  Christmas.' " 

Mr.  William  Best,  hairdresser,  4,  Rowley  Road,  said — 
I  canvassed  in  the  May  election  in  different  parts  of  the 
town.  I  was  Vice-chairman  of  St.  Thomas's  Conserva- 
tive Association,  and  I  went  to  the  Park  End  Street  Com- 
mittee room.  I  received  five  guineas.  I  was  accompanied 
bv  Richard  Allen  and  Alfred  Thomas.  They  were 
also  paid.  Turner  was  in  charsre  of  the  Committee 
room.  I  did  not  promise  Edward  Hunt  anytbinfi:  for  his 
vote.  I  knew  he  was  a  Liberal.  I  met  him  and  asked  him 
if  he  would  like  to  work  for  us.  He  said  he  thought  he 
would  rather  work  for  his  party.  I  told  him  if  he  could 
not  get  employment  by  the  LiberaU  he  might  come  on  oar 
side,  bat  I  should  not  ask  him  for  his  vote.  I  did  not 
smile  or  wink  when  I  said  this.  (Laughter.)  I  don't. know 
anything  of  Charles  Andrews.    I  recommended  De  Bankf 
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«8«iiieweoger.  Mr.  Turner  told  me  if  I  saw  men  who 
would  do  a  good  day's  W3ik  to  send  item  to 
•the  •  room.  I  don't  know  Edward  Crapper,  I 
never  gave  or  received  anything  during  the  election.  I 
went  to  Mr.  Browning's  twice  during  the  election.  I  never 
gave  a  voter  a  glass  of  beer  dunni(  the  election.  I  did 
not  study  whether  there  was  sufficient  work  for  the  mes- 
.sengers  or  not.  I  believe  there  were  40  or  60  messengers, 
aod  I  think  we  found  them  all  somethinR  to  do.  I  have 
■een  some  of  "Cooper's  lambB."  Sjme  of  them  chaoged 
their  minds  between  April  aod  May.  De  Bvtks  was  one  of 
the  lambo,  Tubby  nas  another,  and  so  was  Dell.  I  can't 
say  the  number  of  **  Cooper's  lambs,"  but  there  were  a  great 
many.    Samuel  Covey  was  one. 


SEVENTEENTH  DAY.— Thursday,  Oct.  28. 

Mr.  W:  D.  Kadgard,  examined  by  Mr.  Cowie,  said — 
I  am  an  undergraduate  member  of  New  Inn  Hall  and 
have  resided  in  St.  Thomas'?  about  12  months.  At  the 
May  election  I  canvassed  St.  Thomas'e  district  aod  was  at 
the  Coinmittee-room  in  Park  End  Street.  I  had  nothing 
to  do  with  engaging  anyone.  I  don't  think  I  recommended 
more  than  one  person  to  be  put  on.  That  was  George 
Burgess.  I  lent  Turner  21,  28.  6d.  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing thiee  men.  Turner  repaid  me  the  money  and  I  gave  him 
a  receipt.  That  is  the  only  payment  I  made  during  the 
election.  Smith  made  a  mistake  when  he  said  I  paid  him 
61.  or  61,  1  don't  know  anything  of  his  employment.  The 
men  I  paid  the  21,  2».  6d.  went  as  far  as  the  door  of  my 
house.  I  did  not  pay  anyone  5/.  or  6/.  one  evening  before 
the  polling  day.  Turner  gave  me  5Z.  or  62.  to  pay  the 
men  for  the  week's  work. 

By  Mr.  Bidley— I  did  not  canvass  with  Mr.  Harry 
Foster.  Mr.  Walters  accompanied  me.  Nothing  was 
■aid  about  Beauchamp  being  taken  on,  but  I  believe  he 
was  employed.  After  Easter  I  gave  him  10s.  He  was  a 
regular  attendant  at  the  Chapel-of-Eaae  and  in  poor  cir- 
cumstances. It  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  elec- 
tion. I  think  when  I  canvassed  him  he  said  he  was  not 
sure  who  he  should  vote  for. 

By  Mr.  Cave  —I  saw  myname  on  the  Committee  and 

that  was  the  origin  of  my  taking  part  in  the  May  election. 

In  April  I  was  on  the  Committee,  but  as  a  kind  of  sleep- 

'  ing  member  until  the  polling  day.    I  know  Spokes  by  sight. 

I  went  to  his  Committee  room  three  or  four  times.      He 

[  was  then  generally  talking  or  reading  the  paper.     I  never 

'  law  more  than  half-a-dozen  persons  there.    I  don't  know 

of  any  work  being  done  there  except  giving  some  rosettes. 

Mr.  Smith  was  called  into  the  box,  and  witness  said 

fca  now  reooIleGted   him.       He  might  have  called  at 
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liis  honft^,  but  he  conld  not  remember.  He  did  not  think 
he  had  61.  or  71.  in  his  pooket  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Smith  adhered  to  the  statement  that  Mr.  Budgard 
gave  him  the  money. 

Mr.  Rndfrard — I  don*t  recollect  the  transaction,  but  I 
can  only  explain  that  by  supposing  that  Mr.  Turner  may 
have  handed  me  th(*  amount. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — Mr.  Turner  was  directed  by  the  authori- 
ties of  Christ  Church  not  to  take  part  in  the  election, 
and  I  was  a  kind  of  a  go-between.  I  know  Charles 
Foster.  I  don't  remember  seeing  him  durin?  the  election. 
He  must  have  been  one  of  the  men  employed  and  received 
a  week*8  pay. 

By  Mr.  Cave — ^I  never  knew  the  actual  number  of  men 
engafired  in  the  Committee  room  in  Park  End  Street  or 
Spokes. 

Mr.  Churms  recalled,  produced  his  accounts.  There 
was  a  cartoon  of  Mr.  Hall  whipping  a  soldier,  and 
a  man  named  Dipple  took  the  board  away.  He  was 
summoned  to  Abingdon  for  this  and  the  case  was  dis- 
missed. He  was  paid  32.  extra  because  of  this,  and 
received  61.  altoRpther.  Mr.  Walsh  said  Mr.  Draper  wis 
busy  and  he  should  be  glad  if  I  would  assist  him.  I  went 
to  Mr;  Draper  and  he  aok^^d  me  to  pay  the  Hincksey 
men.  He  said  701.  would  be  required,  but  he  had  only 
501.  and  Mr.  Scott  would  lend  201.  The  list  that  was  given 
by  me  was  unreliable  and  a  fresh  one  was  made  out.  The 
men  were  paid. at  Mr.  Dolley's  house.  Mr.  Wark  told  me 
the  men's  names.  I  was  compelled  to  pay  what  the  men 
demanded,  as  I  did  not  know  how  they  were  employed, 
and  I  bad  to  take  their  word  for  it.  'I  occasionally  con- 
sulted Mr.  Wark.  I  think  H.  was  paid  for  Jakeman's 
Committee  room.  Perhaps  he  only  had  41.  lOs. 
Akester  was  not  employed  at  the  second  election  as  was 
stated  by  Mr.  Seary.  He  confused  the  first  election  with 
that  in  May.  I  cannot  tell  the  number  of  men  who  were 
paid  at  South  Hincksey. 

Mr.  Cave —There  are  36  down  out  of  140  voters. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — Mr.  Hodsrson  took  charge  of  the  out  of 
'  town  voters  and  those  at  Binsev. 

By  Mr.  Cave— I  received  173^  to  pay  the  men  in  the 
Central  Ward  at  the  first  election.  I  should  like  to  say  I 
was  grossly  insulted  by  the  man  Rohinson  after  I  left  the 
Court  yesterday.  The  clerks  at  the  C'>mmittee  room  told 
me  he  was  a  spy.  I  am  informed  by  Mr.  Draper  that  he 
'  believes  the  Hincksey  list  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr. 
Gee. 

Mr.  Joseph  Draper,  clerk  in  Mr.  Walsh's  office,  prb- 
duced  an  account  that  he  had  made  out  as  far  as  he  pos- 
sibly could. 

Mr.  Churms  said— I  f?ave  Hedges,  of  the  New  Road, 
42.  to  pay  the  expenses  of  out-of-town  voters.  I  was  in- 
formed that  Hutchinson  was  a  slippery  customer  to  deal 
with*  and  that  he  had  received  money  from  the  other  side. 
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Mr.  Draper— I  have  cbarRed  myself  in  my  acoonnt  with 
Rome  emoaDts  drawn  by  Mr.  Walsh.  W.  Plowman  re« 
ceived  two  anms  for  petty  cash,  and  Mr.  Bowden  Green 
was  paid  132.  for  his  services  as  clerk.  Mr.  Crane  had 
21.  l&L  for  cash  to  go  on  vrith. 

Mr.  Cave — Mr.  Crane  says  he  never  had  the  cheque. 

Mr.  Draper — I  believe  it  was  drawn  to  order.  He  might 
have  taken  the  cash  from  me.  I  have  no  doubt  at  the 
time  I  took  a  receipt  for  it.  There  is  a  payment  of  111.  lOs. 
to  Mr.  Crane  for  Holywell. 

Mr.  Cave — ^Mr.  Crane  says  that  v*  all  he  had. 

Mr.  Draper — My  impression  is  Mr.  Crane  made  a  mis- 
take when  be  said  he  had  ooly  £17  lOs.  in  gold.  The 
cheque  can  be  easily  traced.  Mr.  Howard,  of  London,  bad 
a  cheque  for  lOl.  He  is  the  gentleman  who  absconded.  W. 
Plowman  had  601,  to  pay  the  clerks  and  messengers. 
He  had  three  cheques— one  of  201,,  another  262.,  and  the 
£60.     I  bf'lie^  e  he  is  now  very  ill. 

I  Mr.  Draper— Bacon,  I  believe,  had  a  cheque  for  302.  on 
the  Srd  of  May.  Porter  1042.  for  cab  hire  ;  Higgs  452. 
for  the  same ;  the  share  of  returning  officer  1852.  19s.; 
Garlick  10  guineas  for  hire  of  Committee  room.  I  think 
Bowden 's  item  for  printing  fac  simile  of  Ballot  paper  was 
struck  out.    I  don't  know  whether  he  has  been  paid. 

Mr.  Cave — Why  was  it  struck  out  ? 

Mi.  Draper— We  did  not  care  about  letting  it  go  into 
the  retumiDff  officer's  hand».  Hedges  18/.  for  Committee 
room  in  St.  Peter-le-Bailey  ;  Scown  12.  lOs. ;  Morris  432. 3s. 
for  bill  posting ;  Biigbtwell  ditto  452.  My  account  is  made 
from  memory,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  accounts  as  filed. 
Hancox  22.  5b.  for  Committee  room,  I  paid  the  sums  men- 
tioned myself ;  also  Jack^,  Wharton.  Gordon,  Brewer, 
audKempson  for  Committee  rooms.  For  St.  Giles'  district 
there  was  1002. ;  Jericho  682.  and  852. ;  St.  Thomas  272.  lOs. : 
Littlegate  1752.  and  372. 10s.  Holywell  172.  10s. ;  Central 
2002.  and  412.  5s. ;  St.  Clement's  1552.  and  622.  Os.  9d.;  Cow- 
lev  1952.  ;  with  regard  to  the  last  mentioned,  hearing  from 
Mr.  Thomas  that  the  men  were  becoming  dissatisfied 
at  the  delay  in  paying  them,  I  took  a  cab 
and  drove  to  Bicester,  and  Mr.  Walsh  gave  me 
a  cheque  for  2502.  Finding  the  Old  Bank  was  closed  I 
fetched  Mr.  Phillips  out  of  St.  Ebbe's  Church,  and  he  let 
me  have  2002.  on  account  that  night,  and  I  and  Mr.  Thomas 
paid  it  all  away  within  about  52.  I  estimate  I  paid  away 
2152.  at  the  Koebuck  Hotel.  I  reckoned  it  cost  us  alto- 
gether for  clerks  and  messengers  there  2752.  I  paid  the 
2502.  on  the  10th  of  May.  I  had  at  the  time  a  list  of  the 
persons  who  were  paid  in  the  Cowley  district,  and 
the  sum  they  were  to  receive  was  put  opposite  each  namie. 
That  was  destroyed  with  the  other  papers.  W.  Plowman 
gave  me  a  list  of  the  jpeople  be  had  paid  at  the  Centra 
oom.    We  had  from  85  to  90  employed  at  the  Centi^a 
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room,  of  whom  18  or  19  were  clerlrs.    Mr.  Plowman,  Mr. 
~  Ive^,  Mr.  Bellamy,  and  Mr.  Halliwell  put  men  on  at  the 
Boebuck.    There  might  be  a  difference  of  14/.  between  me 
and  Mr.  Turner  of  the  amount  he  received.    I  told  Brooka 
that  if  it  waa  necessary  to  have  a  Committee  room  at 
Bummertown  to  engage  one,  and  I  believe  I  paid   3k 
for    it.     I    can't    remember    taking   a    receipt.      Tbe 
sum   of  25i,    was     applied    to    canvassing    yoters   in 
London    and   starting    them     off.      I   believe   I    took 
receipts  for  almost  every   payment  I  made.      Howard 
receiv*'d  sums  of  10{.<  221.  lOe.  for  which  he  was  to  pay 
eanvassers,     but     which      I      have     been      infoimed 
has  never  reached  their  hands  ;  21.  for  his  expenses ;  15^, 
16/«,   and  202.    He  had  912.  altogether.     Gompton  for 
services  122.,  (that  is  only  on  account,  there  is  a  balance  of 
82.  we  consider  to  be  due  to  him) ;  Gynes  102.  on  account ; 
Barney.  32. ;  Jack  Marsh,  12.  10s.  6d.  for  (-recting  flag  in 
Walton  Street ;   Thomas,  of  Cowley,^  12.  worth  of  postage 
stamps ;    Halliwell,  102.  for  sandwich  boys,    who  were 
paid  every  night  at  the  Koebuck.     I  had  a  correct  account 
of  everything  I  disbursed,  but  tlkkt  is  destroyed.    All  the 
accounts  were  destroyed  as  soon  as  we  heard  there  was 
any  likelihood  of  there  being  a  petition.     My  accounts 
show  the    total    receipts   were    2,0252.,  and  the   pay- 
ments 2,0082.     There  is   the  152.  to   Howard  which  I 
have  left  out,   and  one  or  two  other   items.     I  have 
alfio  received  792.,  out  of  which  I  pnid  a  bill  to  Mr. 
Oliver,   for  printing,   amounting  to  732.  16s.   9d.,   and 
expenses    to    London  22.   10s.     That  is   as  near  as  I 
can  state  from  memory.      Tbe  €62.   14s.  lOd.  was  taken 
out  of  the  monies  of  the  partnership  for  which  I  will  give 
Tou  an  account.     The  sum  of  82.  9d.  Id.,  for  petty  cash, 
has  been  accounted  for  by  Mr.  Dayman.    I  had  a  receipt 
of  1322.  10s.  from  Mr.  Grregson.     I  did  not  pay  the  money 
to  Mr.  Gregoon  when  he  signed  the  receipt,  and  it  is  the 
same  with  Mr.  J.  Bamobottom  and  Mr.  Walsh.  Only  some 
of  the  clerks  have  filed  vouchers.  There  are  vouchers  for  54, 
and  none  for  41.    Some  of  these  vouchers  were  procured 
from  the  agents.     I  have  made  out  a  list  aa  far  as  possible 
of  the  names  of  those  engaged  at  the  Roebuck,  and  the 
amounts  paid  them.    I  did  not  take  vouchers  from  the 
messengers.     The     vouchers    for    clerks   do   not    cor- 
rectly represent  the  amounts  paid  them.     Having  too 
many  clerks  the  amount  paid  to  three  is  entered  to  one. 
I  signed  Spokes'  receipt.    It  is  all  in  my  handwriting. 

Mr.  Cave— How  came  you  to  do  that? 

Mr.  Draper — ^Mr.  Wells  brought  me  an  account  of  a 
payment  to  Mr.  Spokes.  I  said,  I  cun't  enter  that  in  my 
accounts ;  I  must  have  it  as  a  Committee  room.  He 
said,  **  You  sign  one  for  Spokes :  that  is  all  riwht.*'  and  I 
signed  it  accordingly.  I  thouglit  it  only  just  to  say  this  in 
the  witnesA  box.  I  do  not  remember  paying  B.  Robinson 
10  guineas  for  which  there  is  a  voucher.  I  think  the  names 
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off  the  mesBengers  were  returned  to  m»,  bsi^  I  xnstnicted 
Bome  of  the  agents  not  to  take  receipts.  I  got  the 
agents  to  tell  me  the  names  of  those  who  were  well  known 
bv  the  other  side  to  have  been  employed,  and  the  names 
of  others  who  were  not  so  well  known  were  o  nitted.  I 
oould  not  say  how  many  vehicles  the  sum  paid  for  them 
represents,  as  I  bad  nothing^  whatever  to  do  with 
eniraging  them.  I  can  throw  no  Jight  at  all  upon  the  1902. 
whicm  was  missing  from  the  3,0002.  I  know  tha. 
when  Mr.  Walsh  and  myself  opened  the  box  there  waa^ 
2^7002.  in  it.  I  saw  the  name  of  Goutts  on  some  of  ttie 
money  bags.  I  purposely  refrained  from  looking  at  the 
name  on  the  cheque,  because  I  thought  hereafter  I  might 
be  asked  about  it.  I  thought  we  should  not  pay  the 
whole  sum  into  the  account. 

Mr.  Cave— How  did  you  know  they  were  not  going  to 
pay  the  whole  sum  into  the  account  ? 

Mr.  Draper — I  expected  we  should  not  because  we  think 
we  only  spent  2202.  odd,  and  I  hardly  expected  that  in  an 
election  of  ten  days  we  should  expend  over  3,0002.  published. 
I  paid  1502.  to  Mr.  Wells  for  bimself,  and  1002.  in  cash  on 
account  of  Mr.  JuKgins,  which  I  think  was  part  of  a  sum 
obtained  from  Mr.  Hall.  Mr,  Ward  was  paid  402.  for 
what  he  was  out  of  pocket  over  the  first  election.  I  know 
of  no  other  sums  than  those  mentioned  having  been  ex- 
pended over  the  election.  I  could  not  quite  tell  at  the 
present  moment  bow  much  Messrs.  Dayman  and  Walsh 
were  out  of  pocket  without  looking?  at  the  lists  G.  Bowell 
received  92.  10s.  for  canvassing  in  Jericho.  IViartin,  whom 
Mr.  Walsh  always  employs  at  elections,  had  102,  in  April 
and  52.  in  May.  Sheldon  canvassed  the  college  servants. 
Ridley's  account  of  502..  was  for  colours.  The  GounsePs 
fee  for  the  defence  of  Peedell  amounted  to  132.  14s.  6d. 

By  Mr.  Gowie — He  had  said  all  he  knew  about  the 
Cheque  that  came  from  London^.  He  did  not  know  James 
Allen.  He  was  not  sure  that  Brooks  mentioned  the  awoo, 
of  £3  for  Walker's  room. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — He  gave  Owen  on  the  10th  of  May 
1002.  in  cash  for  St.  Giles's  district,  and  he  had  not  the 
slightest  doubt  about  it. 

Bartholomew  Robinson  was  called  before  the  Gom' 
mis«ioners. 

Mr.  Gave— We  have  been  informed  that  you  threatened 
Mr.  Ghurms. 

Robinson-  I  know  I  said  something  to  him,  and  I  will 
state  to  you  what  I  said.  Previous  to  coming  into  the 
box  I  met  him  outside,  and  I  says,  *'  You  must  have  a 
thundering  good  cheek  to  tell  a  lie  about  me."  He  toBsed 
his  head  up  as  if  1  was  dirt,  and  said,  **  I  don't  want  a 
fellow  like  you  to  talk  to  me."  I  said  **  I  am  as  good  as  you." 
and  two  friends  who  were  with  me  said  "  You  go  and 
tell  the  Oomoiis^ioners^" 

Mr.  Gave— Do  you  know  yon  had  no  buwneBS  to  saj 
anything  to  a  witness  as  to  what  he  says  in  this 
Court  ? 
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Robinson— I  find  I  ought  not. ' 

Mr.  Cave— Certainly  you  ought  not.  Do  you  regret 
haviniir  said  it  ? 

Robinson— Yes,  I  am  sorry  to  insult  anybody. 

Mr.  Cave — Everyone  has  an  opportunity  of  coming  here 
and  giving  their  explanation,  consistently,  of  course,  with 
the  conduct  of  the  enquiry.  In  your  p  trticular  case  you 
were  allowed  to  come  at  once  and  state  what  you  had  to 
complain  of,  and  you  gave  us  your  explanation.  That  is 
tibe  proper  way  of  dealing  with  the  matter.  We  cannot 
allow  a  witness  who  gives  evidence  here  to  go  outside  and 
be  exposed  to  insult  on  account  of  what  he  has  said. 

Robinson— It  was  on  the  impulse  of  the  moment,  and  I 
was  a  little  excited  that  he  Hhould  come  here  and  say  it. 

Mr.  Ca^e — We  are  willing  to  accept  your  apology  and 
expression  of  regret,  but  it  must  be  understood  we  can- 
not sdlow  anything  of  this  kind  to  take  place.  We  are 
perfectly  willing  to  hear  anyone  in  opposition  to  any  state- 
ment that  has  been  made  m  this  Court.  ^  If  a  person  has 
to  complain  of  aoything  which  is  said  in  this  Court  he 
has  only  to  write  to  the  Secretary  or  put  himself  in  com- 
munication with  the  Chief  Clerk  and  he  will  be  heard. 
Having  expressed  your  regret  we  are  inclined  not  to  take 
any  further  notice  of  it,  except  to  express  our  reprobation 
if  what  has  occurred  and  a  sincere  hope  that  it  will  not 
haopen  again. 

Mr.  Ridley— You  said  you  received  2L  8s.  Are  you 
certain  that  was  the  sum  ? 

Robinson— I  received  68.  a  day. 

Mr.  Ridley  handed  Robinson  a  receipt. 

Robi  nson — That  is  the  receipt  I  signed. 

Mr.  Ridley  (reading)— "Received  from  Mr.  Percival 
Walsh,  agHnt  for  Mr.  ULall,  10^.  10s.,  being  my  charges  as 
clerk  in  this  election." 

Robinson— I  deny  it  strongly.  I  never  spoke  to  Mr. 
Wal^h  but  once  in  my  life.  That  is  exactly  like  my  hand- 
writing.    I  signed  the  receipt  on  coloured  paper. 

Mr.  Ridley  —Is  that  your  signature  ? 

Robinson — That  is  my  handwriting,  but  I  simply  pnt 
"B.Robinson." 

Mr.  Ridley — And  you  never  received  ten  guineas  ? 

Robinson— No  sir. 

Mr.  Tom  Barney,  of  New  Hincksey,  said  he  was  fore" 
man  at  Mr.  Tagart's,  boot  and  shof  maker.  He  took  part 
in  both  the  election'^  this  year.  He  had  nothing  to  do 
with  Mr.  Churms  beyond  receiving  the  money  to  pay 
messengers.  He  was  at  Jackson's  Committee  room,  and 
began  work  on  the  27th  of  April.  He  went  to  Jakeman's 
on  the  following  day,  and  had  not  been  paid  anything, 
nor  had  he  sect  in  a  claim.  He  was  told  he  would  get  5^ 
He  received  instructions  from  Colonel  Hall  as  to  the  mes- 
sengers and  bill-posters.  There  were  about  twelve  mes- 
sengers on  the  Friday  before  the  election,  and  more  on  the 


polling  day  fetching  up  Voters.  Ghtirms  gave  him  10?.  on 
the  Saturday  before  toe  election  and  he  paid  that  away 
that  day  to  the  messengers,  and  21.  which  Mr.  Draper 
gave  him.  He  gave  a  list  of  the  names  and  amounts  paid. 
He  paid  no  other  money  away.  Churms  gave  him  about 
32.  Mter  the  election  topay  away.  He  received  and  paid 
no  other  money.  Col.  Hall  spoke  to  him  about  two  men 
who  came  touting  from  the  Liberal  side,  and  as  he  knew 
their  game  they  were  not  employed.  He  sent  tue  mes- 
sengers all  over  the  place.  Half  of  them  were  voters,  and 
the  remainder  were  connected  witb  voters. 

Mr.  C  'ave— Churms  says  he  paid  you  121.  and  Draper 
that  he  paid  you  32.    Which  is  right  ? 

The  Witness  said  he  was  sure  he  was  right.  The  clerks 
were  his  brother  and  an  old  soldier  named  Belcher.  He 
would  make  out  a  list  of  the  c)erks  and  messengers,  and 
put  the  amounts  down  as  near  as  he  could.  He 
saw  Col.  Hall  every  day  at  Jakeman's.  Witness  only  put 
his  own  brother  on,  and  the  remainder  were  put  on  at  the 
recommendaticn  of  Col.  Hall.  There  was  a  Committee 
room  at  Cripps'  publichouse  at  Cold  Harbour.  He  knew 
Edward  Penn's  at  New  Uincksey,  but  nothing  took  place 
there  that  he  knew  of.  Penn  bad  made  a  claim  of  41.  10s. 
for  a  Committee  room,  and  he  referred  him  to  Mr.  Ws^sh. 
He  knew  Wark,  who  acted  as  personation  agent.  Wark 
had  sent  in  a  bill  for  flags,  which  he  supposed  Waik 
ordered  himself.  (Laughter.)  Witness  ordered  some 
flags  of  Walters  on  his  own  account,  because  Col.  Hall 
had  said  he  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  them,  but  wit- 
ness had  no  idea  that  he  was  to  pay  for  them.  Very  likely 
Jakeman  ordered  flags  on  hU  own  account.  King  kept 
the  **  Old  Berkshire  "  publichouse,  and  he  supplied  breaiL- 
f aet  on  the  morning  of  the  polling  day.  There  was  great  dis- 
satisfaction among  their  own  men  because  the  Liberals 
were  going  to  have  a  breakfast  and  they  were  not.  Gee 
ordered  the  breakfast,  and  also  recommended  that  they 
should  have  flags.  There  were  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
to  breakfast,  and  they  were  the  men  who  assisted  on  the 
polling  day  to  fetch  up  voters.  Whitbread,  Walters, 
Salter,  Budd,  and  Chapman  were  the  f  etchers  up  at  New 
Hincksey ;  the  two  Brenp,  Day,  Beechey,  Berry,  a  boy 
named  Collier,  Haynes,  Soundy,  Taylor,  Florey,  Joseph 
Collins,  W.  Collins,  Gibbs,  Mallett,  W  iikios,  and  others 
were  engaged  for  various  times.  Collier  was  aged  14,  and 
had  5s.  a  day.  Col.  Hall  put  him  on.  The  witness  pro- 
mised to  prepare  the  list  as  requested  by  Mr.  Cave. 

Aid.  Kandall  came  forward  and  said,— I  am  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  present  myself  here  to  ask  the  protection  of  this 
Court  against  an  aspersion  so  groundless  that  it  would  be 
most  unjust  to  myself,  andsbowinga  lack  of  self-respect,  if  I 
did  not  come  here  to  answer  it.  1  find  in  the  report  of  Mon- 
day'f<proceediDgs(holding  a  copy  of  the  speoialedition  of  the 
Oxford  Chronicle  in  his  hand)  the  loliowiug  language  used 


hv  a'peraoh  of  the  name  of  Wasbboume  West,  a  reverend 
divine,  a  olerffyman  of  the  Church  of  England,  a  Master 
of  Arts,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  a  member  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Oxford.  One  special  word  has  caused  me  oonsi- 
derable  pain ;  it  is  the  word  *'  corruption*'  in  connection 
with  my  name  as  a  Magistrate  of  the  Gitv  of  Oxford,  a 
member  of  the  Corporation,  and  an  Alderman,  and  I 
hope  also  entitled  to  the  name  of  a  gentleman.  (Ap- 
plause.) The  language  used  is  this:  ** There  are  other 
ways  of  corruption  besides  money.  I  refer  to  an  Alder- 
man who  has  been  a  Conservative  and  voted  Radical ; 
I  mean  Aid.  Bibndall,  who  did  this  to  keep  his  gown."  I 
cannot  but  feel  seriously  pained  by  such  an  aocusatioD, 
knowing  it  to  be  so  thoroughly  groundless.  I  think  you 
have  before  you  in  the  &horthand  writers*  notes  the 
language  more  copiou«>ly  Riven,  and  that  rather  aggra- 
vates than  extenuates  the  mischief  and  pain  he  has 
given  me.  He  has  accused  me  of  havmg  been  an  Alder- 
man who  has  been  Conservative  and  voted  Radical.  I 
confers  in  the  early  part  of  my  life  my  opinions  weie 
contrary  to  the  political  opinions  I  have  held  for  nearly 
the  la^t  40  year's.  Since  the  time  of  the  Municipal  Reform 
Act  I  have  always  voted  as  a  Liberal.  I  supported  Mr. 
Langston,and  I  always  supported  enei^tioally  that  states- 
man, to  be  connected  witn  whom,  in  any  way,  is  to  me 
an  hon-ur — ^Lord  Card  well.  I  always  supported  SirWm. 
Page  Wood  and  also  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt ;  I  c^enerally,  if  not 
always,  supported— but  I  have  not  been  able  to  a«ceitain 
that — Mr.  Hughes-Hughes.  I  never  supported  Mr. 
Neate,  Sir  Charles  Wetherall,  or  Mr.  Stonor.  With  that 
evidence  before  you  I  think  you  will  be  able  to  judge 
whether  my  political  position  at  this  moment  is  calculated 
to  bring  upon  me  such  an  asperxioo,  that  being  Conserva- 
tive I  voted  Radical,  an  aspe'sion  which  looks  to  me  to 
be  intending  to  convey  this,  that  I  have  recently  changed 
my  opinions  for  some  specisJ  cause,  and  that  he  is  right 
and  truthful  in  eiving  this  account  of  me.  He  has  re- 
ferred to  the  fact  of  my  being  also  an  Alderman.  I  am 
proud  of  this  opportunity  of  saying  that  I  never  asked  any 
gentlemen  of  the  Council  to  propose  or  second  me  as 
Alderman,  and  I  have  taxed  my  memory  closely  and 
sternly,  but  I  cannot  recollect  having  asked  a  single  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  to  vote  for  me  as  Alderman,  therefore^ 
how  far  I  wa^  likelv  in  my  recent  vote  for  Sir  Wm.  Har- 
court to  do  it  in  order  to  keep  the  gown  upon  my  back,  is 
evident,  and  I  think  the  charge  is  unworthy  of  the  man 
who  has  made  it,  and  ill-deserved  by  me.  Under  these 
circumstances  I  think  I  am  right  in  asking  you  to  throw 
round  my  character  such  protection  as  is  in  your  power.  I 
think  Mr.  West  ought  to  be  called  on  to  substantiate  the 
statement  he  has  made  in  the  best  way  he  can,  or  make 
as  ample  an  apology  as  words  can  convey.  (Loud  ap- 
plause.) 


Mr.  Oav»-*Mr.  Aldenaan  Bandall, — XTpbo  hearing  honi' 
the  seorefcary  that  you  wished  to  make  a  statement  with 
reference  to  what  appeared  in  the  paper,  which  you  have 
now  read,  we  thought  it.  only  fit  and  proper  that  yoa 
should  have  the  opportunity  given  you  ofmahing  that 
statement  which  you  liow  have  ;  we  at  the  same  time 
thought  it  desirable  that  Mr.  West  should  be  here,  and  we 
took  means  to  endeavour  to  procure  his  attendance,  but 
owing  to  the  ver>  short  opportunity  there  was,  owin^r,  we 
understood,  to  the  fact  that  you  desired  to  be  here  to-day 
we  havo  not  been  able  to  secure  his  attendance  upon  this 
occasion.  You  have  had,  however,  an  opportunity  of 
making  a  statement,  which  no  doubt  will  be  published  to 
the  whole  of  Oxford.  We,  sitting  here  as  CommissionerflL 
are  always  glad  togive  anyone  who  feels  himseif  aggrieved 
by  statements  in  this  Court  an  opportunity  of  setting 
himself  right  vrith  his  fellow-citizena.  We  caAnot  lefuse 
to  hear  statements  made  tons,  and  which  may  tend  to  throw 
discredit  upon  other  persons,  bf  cause  we  sit  here  as  a  Com- 
mission of  Enquiryand  are  bound  totakeeverythinv  brought 
to  us,  good  or  bad,  and  sift  it,  with  a  view  of  seeing  whether 
it  will  throw  liKht  on  the  enquiry.  At  the  same  time 
we  are  extremely  anxious  that  opportunity  should  not 
be  taken  of  that  circumstance  to  throw  out  imputa- 
tions  which  are  ^not  warranted.  Having  heard  your 
explanation,  I  can  only  say  that  I  have  had  great 
pleasure  in  listening  to  it,  and  one  can  only  feel  that  a 
gentleman  who  has  passed  the  long  life  which  you  have 
passed  in  Oxford,  may  safely  appeal  to  the  judgment  of 
bis  fellow  citizens  upon  his  character.  With  regard  to 
how  it  was  that  a  matter  of  this  kind  came  to  be  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  West,  he  is  not  here,  and  therefore  has  not 
the  opportunity  of  explaining  what  induced  him  to  make 
that  statement.  I  of  course  do  not  know,  and  cannot 
conjecture  what  they  are,  and  it  is  not  for  me  t**  form  a 
conjecture  one  way  or  the  other.  You  will,  however, 
obtain  the  end  which  I  understand  you  had  at  heart  of 
making  a  public  explanation  in  the  ears  of  your  fellow 
citizens,  who  will  now  have  heard  your  explanaiion  as 
well  Bs  the  charge  brought  against  you. 

Aid.  Randall — One  word  has  a  special  meaning,  and 
that  is  the  word  "corruption/*  You  are  here  to  enquire 
into  all  cases  of  apparent  corruption.  It  is  a  term  ho 
offensive  that  I  shall  be  glad  if  you  will  be  kind  enough 
to  ijlude  to  that. 

The  J  resident— With  regard  to  the  word  "  corruption," 
I  do  not  know,  I  am  sure,  what  was  passing  in  the  mind 
of  Mr.  West  when  he  used  the  word.  Certainly  nothing 
which  he  said  here  amounted  to  a  justification  of  any 
charge  bf  that  kind.  As  I  understand,  you  have  now  for 
something  like  40  years  been  consistentljr  of  one  opinion 
in  point  of  politics,  and  it  certainly  is  not  what  I 
i^ould  expect,  that  anyone  should  be  charged  with  cor- 
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could.  Hb  8ftW  him  at  th^  GoamiUee  room ;  he  did  not 
know  whether  Aid.  Carr  oanvasMd  Simmoada,  who  waa 
a  member  of  the  Liberal  AsAOciation.  He  knew  nothing 
of  Idimmonds'  eon  being  in  a  reformatory. 


EIGHTEENTH  DAY— FRIDAY,  Oct.  29. 


Mr.  Thomas  recalled,  said  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
any  money  besides  the  two  cheques  fttr  202.  He  fancied 
tihat  Mr.  Draper's  statement  was  correct^  that  he  paid 
away  1952.  He  could  not  give  any  particulars  besidt-s 
those  he  bad  already  produced.  He  had  not  the  slightest 
ideaof  the  number  of  messengers  and  *'  ordeilies'*  employed 
in  his  district. 

Mr.  Walter  Thompson,  solicitor,  examined  by  Mr. 
Bidley,  said,  I  waa  employed  on  the  Liberal  side  at  the 
May  election,  and  was  asked  by  Mr.  Bickerton  to  help 
generally.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  receiving  or  paying 
money.    I  received  five  guineas  for  my  services. 

Mr.  Cave  said  he  thought  it  would  be  more  convenient 
if  Mr.  Thompson  gave  bis  evidence  at  a  later  stage  of  the 
proceedings. 

Mr.  Gen.  Henry  Annetts,  clerk  to  Mr.  Bickerton,  said 
he  had  not  been  able  to  make  out  a  detailed  statement, 
but  he  had  a  list  of  amounts  paid  to  the  secretaries  of  the 
Committee  rooms.  Geo.  Webb  received  202.  for  personal 
services  ;  172.  2s.  6d.  was  paid  him  on  the  1st  of  May  ; 
262.  28.  6d.  on  the  8th  ;  and  582.  14s.  6d.  on  the  11th,  to 
pay  the  men.  3,1112.  was  all  the  money  received  out 
of  the  bank  for  the  purpot^es  of  the  election.  Mr.  Lambert 
had  552.  and  paid  532.  10s.  6d.,  and  returued  the 
balance.  The  two  it<>ms  for  conveyance  of  voters  from 
Piddington  and  Watlington  were  omitted. 

Mr.Cave^They  are  illegal  payments— is  that  the  reason 
ihey  were  omitted  ? 

Mr.  Annette  said  they  only  received  a  voucher  for  one 
of  the  items.  Mr.  Barrett,  St.  Aldate's  district,  received 
572.  He  expended  492.  17s.  2d.  leaving  a  difiference  of 
72.  2s.  lOd.,  which  waa  returned  to  him.  The  filed 
vouchers  don't  show  the  amount  of  492.  178.  2d. 

Mr.  Cave — What  do  they  show  ? 

Mr  Annetts  said  they  showed  that  amount  less  22.  158. 
There  were  16  persons,  he  believed,  who  had  a  portrait  of 
Sir  W.  Harcourt  and  Mr.  Chitty  presented  ta  them.  Ho 
fancied  they  were  two  separate  portraits  at  29. 6d.  each.  He 
believed  six  other  persons  received  2s.  6d.  ea  h  for  refresh- 
ments on  the  polling  day.  Receipts  were  taken  from  the 
six  persons  who  received  the  2d.  od.  Barratt,  I  believe, 
oommenoed  to  take  receipts  for  refreshmeuto,  and  I  told 
him  nut  to  take  them,  but  to  pat  it  down  as  employment. 
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Mr.  C*ve — Why  did  yon  pnt  down  refreiihiDeiits  m  em* 
'  t>|oyineiit  ?    Can  yon  give  any  reanoo  for  that? 

Mr.  Annetts^I  hardly  know  whether  it  was  refresh* 
ment  or  employment. 

Mr.  Gave — But  yon  eay  yon  pnt  down  refreshment  as 
'  employment. 

Mr.  Annette — He  says  I  told  him  to  take  them  as  em- 
ployment and  Tiot  refreshments. 

Mr.  Cave— That  I  snppotte  was  to  conceal  the  fact  that 
refrediments  were  had  ? 

Mr.  AnoettB  replied  that  he  supposed  it  wonld  he.  H  e  had 
no  account  for  the  portraits.  I  don't  know  whether  Talboys 
had  refreshments  as  well  as  a  portrait.  Barratt  told  him 
the  six  persons  who  had  refresnments  on  the  polling  day 
were  fetchers  np.  He  believed  Barratt  ordered  the  por- 
traits from  Mr.  Carter,  in  New  InjQ  Hall  btreet.  They 
*  were  not  given  until  after  the  election.  Mr.  London,  151, 
28.  6d.  fie  did  not  think  Mr.  London  had  the  money,  bnt 
-  that  Mr.  Brooks,  his  clerk,  had  it  to  pay  clerks  and 
messengets.  Mr.  Freeman,  Ship  Street  Committee  room, 
ICl.  58.,  forderkt  and  meitsengers.  With  regard  to  Holy- 
well the  payments  were  made  to  Mr.  Jenkin.  but  they  had 
no  statement.  Witness  engaged  moat  of  tne  clerks  and 
messengers  at  the  Clarendon  Hotel.  The  Touchers  were 
all  in  the  accounts.  Mr.  Bickerton  produced  the  staff 
book. 

Mr.  Cave— Bnt  it  was  very  incorrect. 

Mr.  Ann«>tt8  said  he  believed  they  were  correct  as  far 
as  the  Clarendon  went.  Mr.  Buclcell  had  5501,  altogether 
to  pay  expenses.  Witness  did  not  pay  Gulliver.  He 
believed  he  was  paid  by  Mr.  Bsrratt.  He  sent  a  cheque 
to  Mr.  Hatch  for  his  Committee  room,  and  also  paid  the 
messengers  there.  He  believed  he  drew  the  last  cheque 
that  Mr.  Nuttall  had. 

Mr.  Cave— The  amount  drawn  out  of  this  account  is 
8J1U.  The  amount  of  the  election  expenses  are  3,276^. 
This  includes  4202.  for  fees  to  Mr.  Mallam  and  Mr, 
Bickerton.    That  has  not  been  paid. 

Mr.  Annettn— I  believe  not. 

Mr.  Cave — Consequently  there  is  2,8857.  That  leaves 
2567.  which  is  not  accounted  for.  What  was  done  with 
that? 

Mr.  Annetts— I  don't  think  Mr.  Bickerton  said  the 
whole  of  the  4207.  was  outstanding. 

Mr.  Cave— Where  has  any  money  been  paid  to  Mr. 
Bickerton's  private  account— I  want  to  know  how  you 
account  for  the  2667.  Can  you  trace  that  to  Mr.  Bicker- 
ton's  possession  in  any  way,  and  what  he  has  done  with 
it  ?  It  is  gone  out  of  the  bank  and  I  want  to  know  whut 
you  \iave  done  with  it  ? 

Mr.  Annette- 1  may  with  Mr.  Bickerton's  assistance 
prepare  an  account. 

Mr.  Cave— Of  course  Mr.  Bickerton*s  and  Mr.  Mallam' 
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olaim  exeeeilB  tliat,  but  I  want  to  know  what  wav  done 
with  the  2662.  In  addition  to  the  portraits  and  empk^- 
xnf nt,  and  two  items  for  carriage,  do  you  know  of  other 
payments  that  have  not  been  returned.  r 

Mr.  Annetts^If  you  let  me  have  time  I  will  prepare  an 
account.  I  may  then  be  able  to  give  some  information 
about  it. 

Mr.  Caye—But  at  this  moment  do  you  know  of  any 
payments  not  returned  in  the  expenses  ? 

Mr.  Annette— I  think  there  was  a  payment — ^I  dont 
know  the  amount— to  Mr.  Young,  of  Hose  Hill.  I  don*fe 
know  whether  I  made  it  to  him,  or  whether  it  was  Mr. 
Bickerton.  I  think  it  was  made  sometime  after  the  elec- 
tion, some  time  in  the  month  of  May.  The  amount  was 
about  602.,  and  I  think  it  was  for  colours.  I  don't  think 
Mr.  Toung  is  in  any  way  of  business. 

Mr.  Cave— Then  I  presume  he  did  not  himself  manu- 
facture colours  ? 

Mr.  Aonetts- No.  It  may  be  for  payments  for  colours. 
I  don*t  know  of  any  other  payments. 

Mr.  Gave  said  he  had  an  account  before  him  for  colours 
— Buckell,  3392. 15fl.  lOd.  ;  Young,  1972.  28.  lid. ;  Cooper, 
182.  Is.  7d. ;  J.  Dnv«*r,  42.  148.  8d.,  making  a  total  of 
6092. 149.    Who  pa'd  1002.  to  Buckell  ? 

The  witness  said  he  did  not  know  where  it  came  from. 
He  paid  642  Ids.  to  Young,  and  took  no  receipt  for  it. 
He  believed  that  it  was  for  petty  payments.  There  was 
abo  a  payment  to  Carter  of  152.  for  nags  'on  account  made 
by  witness.  A  day  or  two  after  the  election,  Carter  came 
and  »aid  the  money  was  wanted,  and  having  some  gold  be 
let  bim  have  152.  on  account.  He  handed  the  bill  to 
Young  directly  afterwards.  He  did  not  put  any  of  the 
remaining  sum  of  about  1752.  in  his  pocket.  He  could  not 
recollect  any  other  payments.  He  had  not  made  payments 
to  Sheldon  or  Johnson,  and  Carter  had  recftived  no  more 
than  152.  He  bad  not  paid  George  Kempson  anything, 
and  could  not  discharge  himself  of  the  1752.  in  any  way. 
He  could  not  at  that  moment  account  for  it,  and  did 
not  know  that  that  sum  was  deficient. 

Mr.  Chve— You  see  the  advantage  of  a  cash  account  ? 

The  witnens  said  he  would  try  to  account  for  the  whole 
of  the  money. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — He  had  been  in  Mr.  Bickerton's  office 
for  about  five  years,  and  had  not  been  in  Mr.  Hawkins's 
office.  The  balance  which  Barratt  had  was  deducted  from 
the  amount  which  was  paid  to  him  personally.  He  did 
not  know  that  Young  was  acting  in  any  particular  district. 
He  could  not  say  whether  when  be  drew .  the  chtrque  for 
642.  ISd.  there  was  any  gold  in  the  office.  He  paid  nothing 
to  Mansell  nor  to  Elliston's  for  flags ;  he  believed  the 
latter  had  sent  in  a  bill.  There  were  no  detectives  at  the 
Clarendon.  He  did  not  give  any  money  to  Mr.  G. 
Mallam  to  distribute  in  Cowley. 
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By  Mr.  Bidley — ^Witness  made  the  majority  of  ttie 
payments.  He  used  to  draw  cheques  and  Mr.  Bickerton 
and  Mr.  Mallam  signed  them.  He  was  not  aware  that 
any  other  portraits  were  sent  abont  at  either  election.  He 
believed  there  were  some  boxes  sent  about  containing  neck* 
ties  with  Mr.  Chitty's  portrait  upon  them  at  the  firiit 
election,  (laughter.)  He  gave  no  orders  for  them,  and  did 
not  know  how  many  boxes  there  were.  They  were  in  Mr. 
Bickerton'sroom  at  the  Clarendon,  and  he  should  think  he 
did  not  see  more  than  a  dozen  boxes.  The  neckties  were 
not  distributed  among  the  clerks  at  the  Clarendon.  Wit- 
ness had  an  empty  box,  bnt  no  necktie.  (Laughter.)  He 
saw  no  such  neckties  at  the  second  election.  He  could  oot 
say  whether  they  were  paid  for  before  the  second  electio", 
but  the  item  did  not  form  part  of  the  deficient  1752.  He 
believed  the  boxes  came  from  Mr.  Evenfi*s,  in  High  Street. 
He  saw  no  white  gloves,  or  pink  and  white  gloves  beside 
the  neckties.  The  colour  of  the  neckties  was  red,  and  no 
doubt  Mr.  Evens  would  be  able  to  tell  how  many  redneck- 
ties  he  supplied.  He  did  not  think  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt'e 
portrait  was  on  the  boxes  with  Mr.  Cbitty's.  He  did  not 
know  that  any  arrangement  was  made  for  the  payment  of 
out- voters'  expenses,  and  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
He  should  imagine  they  were  looked  after  in  the  respective 
districts. 

By  Mr.  Cave— He  paid  61.  8s.  for  breakfasts  at  the 
Maidenhead,  about  the  end  of  September,  but  he  did  not 
-  order  thtm.  He  received  the  bill  about  a  week  previous 
to  its  payment  from  Neal.  Mr.  Bickerton  gave  direc- 
tions for  it  to  be  paid.  Mr.  Buckell  brought  him  the 
bills  for  the  breakfasts  at  Jer  cho  House  and  the  Liberal 
Hall,  just  before  the  accounts  were  filed.  The  Jericho 
House  bill  was  132.  6s.,  and  the  Liberal  Hall  bill  231.  8s. 
He  f«*und  the  bills  among  some  other  papers  which  he 
kept  in  a  tin  box.  It  was  a  miscellaneous  lot  of  papers, 
and  he  would  take  ca^e  that  the  Commissioners  saw  them. 
He  had  n(»t  paid  the  bills,  and  he  believed  they  were 
unpaid,  so  they  would  not  go  to  reduce  the  1752.  Mr. 
Buckell  did  not  suggest  that  the  bills  should  not  be 
inserted  with  the  other  vouchers.  Witness  did  not  know 
that  he  had  these  bills  for  460  breakfasts  until  he  found 
them  among  Mr.  Buckell  *s  other  vouchers.  Mr.  Buckell 
had  told  him  that  he  called  witness's  atttention  to  the 
bills  when  he  brought  them,  but  he  had  forgotten  it.  He 
did  not  think  there  was  anything  else  he  had  overlooked. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — He  did  not  pay  any  money  to  William 
Holt.     He  did  not  recollect  the  name. 

Mr.  George  Webb  re-called,  examined  by  Mr.  Ridley, 
said,  as  near  as  he  could  remember  he  received  about  171. 
the  Saturday  before  the  election  ;  that  was  for  payments 
to  the  men.  On  the  evening  of  the  election  he  thought 
he  had  252.  He  did  not  remember  having  12.  28.  6d.  on 
that  day.    He  paid  252.  away  as  far  as  it  would  go.    On 
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'the  following  Monday  he  reosived  n  cheqae  for  the  bal- 
ftnce  and  paid  the  men,  and  also  for  the  nreakfast.  He 
was  not  aware  of  an  item  to  Fisher  for  watchinf?  fls^. 
The  West  Ward  statement  showed  662.  14a.  6d.  as  having 
.been  expended.  Each  man  signed  bis  name  an  he  re- 
ceived his  money.  He  took  the  bill  for  the  breakfast  and 
the  Committee  rooms  to  MrjAnnettii.  He  was, told  lOd 
.had  breakfast.  Perry  sopplied  furniture  for  the  seoond 
Cffmmittee  room.  Fitiher  was  a  bill-poster.  He  was  paid 
42.  for  washing  off  bills  after  the  election  was  over.  He 
.believed  he  was  paid  by  Annette.  He  believed  there  was 
Abo  a  bill  of  12.  for  paste  from  Fisher.  A  number 
of  people  volunteered  to  have  their  houses  placarded 
with  bills  on  the  understanding  that  they  were  washed 
off.  He  received  202.  for  his  services — ^102.  in  gold  and  a 
.oheque  for  102. ;  12.  178.  6d.  was  paid  as  incidental 
expenses.  The  *'  etc."  meant  nothing  particular.  He  made 
no  claim  for  202.  He  considered  be  bad  paid  12.  17fl.  6d. 
out  of  his  pocket  during  the  election  for  cab  hire,watchingy 
and  other  .things.  The  "  watching"  might  have  been  a 
glass  or  two  of  beer  he  had  given  away.  ^  The  other  side 
were  also  watching  them.  On  one  occasion  he  thought 
Mr.  Bickerton  told  him  he  ought  to  be  careful  of  tbe  men 
be  employed.  Some  men  were  discharged,  but  he  could 
not  say  whether  it  was  at  the  first  or  second  election.  Some 
of  them  wf^re  yoters,  and  some  not  voters.  He  believod 
it  was  in  April.  Thev  had  great  difficulty  in  keeping  the 
employment  down.  Timms  was  put  on  at  the  second  elec- 
tion. He  was  not  put  oa  to  get  his  vote.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Liberal  Association.  Witness  was  secretary  of  tbe 
West  Ward  Liberal  Association.  The  members  paid  Is.  a 
vear  to  the  Association.  There  were  350  names  on  the 
books.  The  majority  .are  voters.  Their  district  was  a  large 
one,  and  having  heard  the  Conservatives  meant  to  win  the 
election  by  hook  or  by  crook,  they  had  four  detectives. 
The  men  had  not  been  engsged  in  this  way  in 
April.  Three  of  the  four  were  voters.  He  did  not  think 
the  detectives  did  much  good.  One  of  the  detectives 
(Daniel  Higgins)  reported  that  he  had  been  bribed  by 
Ovnes.  He  did  not  find  out  uivone  else  had  been  bribed 
but  himself.  (A  laugh).  He  could  not  say  the,money  paid 
to  these  men  was  thrown  away. 

By  Mr.  Cave — He  th'^ught  Air.  Charles  Galpin  and  Mr. 
J.  J.  Hughes  suggested  that  detectives  should  be  put  on, 
but  he  would  not  be  sure  of  that.  Since  the  last  election 
he  thought  they  would  have  to  mark  some  members  of  the 
AjBsociation  as  black  sheep,  as  some  of  th^m  voted 
against  Sir  William  Harcourt.  He  believed  they  had  a 
majority  of  40  in  the  Ward.  About  28  was  paid  f«>r 
|ref  reshments  out  of  the  12.  17s.  6(1.  The  person  he  first 
employed  was  Fisher,  and  he  did  bill-postiog.  The  de- 
.tectives  werf«  told  to  go  about,  and  see  if  they  oould  traee 
OBt  pases  of  bribery.    Higgins  told  witness  he  believed 
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he  could  go  into  th«  enemy's  oamp,  and  he  told  him  to 
use  his  own  discretion.  He  did  not  tell  him  to  go  and  get 
bribed. 

B^  Mr.  Ridley — He  was  not  aw&re  of  any  of  the  men 
in  his  employment  having  been  bribed. 

William  Lambert,  examined  by  Mr.  Cowie,  said  he  lived 
at  119,  Cowley  Koad,  and  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner. 
He  was  employed  at  Kichings's  Committee  room  during 
the  May  election.  He  received  53^  10i>.  6d.  to  expend  in 
messengers,  cab  hire,  &c.,  of  which  be  gave  a  Hat  to  Mr. 
Aonetts.  He  had  no  part  of  it  himself.  There  were 
three  clerke,  Bellamy,  Richings,  and  Harris,  the  latter  of 
whom  was  placed  at  another  Committee  room.  They  were 
paid  7s.  6d.  a  clay.  He  had  five  messengers  for  the  two 
rooms.  He  enKagfd  one  andthouKht  one  would  be 
sufficient,  but  as  time  went  on  he  found  the  work  in* 
creased,  and  he  put  on  four  others,  and  four  more  on  the 
day  cf  the  election ;  they  received  2d.  6d.  on  the  polling  day 
for  refreshments.  He  received  for  his  service^  7s.  6d.  a  day 
for  12  days,  11,  Is.  for  the  election  day,  and  about  six  weeks 
after  the  election  he  had  a  present  of  5^  from  Mr.  Bicker- 
ton.  The  slip-clerks  were  Cartwright,  Stooe,  Mason,  and 
Hounslow.  who  had  lOs.  for  the  polling  day.  They  were 
non-voters.  Joues  was  employed  as  a  detective,  and  ttie 
bit  of  work  he  did  was  at  nigbt,  and  Alexander  was  em* 
ployed  as  such  on  the  election  day.  Mr.  Nuttall  came  and 
reported  several  houses — Boulter's,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
the  Port.Mahon,  and  Beath's,  and  knowing  that  Jones 
had  been  a  policeman,  he  thought  he  would  be  the  man 
for  the  job,  and  so  he  set  him  to  watch.  He  told  them  U} 
do  the  best  they  could  in  getting  all  the  information  they 
could  of  what  was  going  on  at  these  housed,  and  they 
reported  to  Mr,  6.  Mallam.  He  did  not  know  if  anything 
was  done  with  the  reports.  The  district  was  a  large  one, 
and  the  canvass  showed  a  return  of  two  or  three  to  one  in 
favour  of  the  Liberals.  There  were  about  145  promises 
for  Mr.  Hall,  and  about  three  times  as  many  for  the  other 
side.  Mr.  Nuttall  showed  himself  once  or  twice  at  the 
polling  booth  during  the  day,  but  there  were  none  of  the 
men  from  Birmingham  there.  He  had  orders  to  get  any 
voter  who  Wi»8  within  20  miles  to  the  polling  place  in  the 
best  way  he  could,  and  the  result  of  the  canvass  showed 
that  there  was  one  at  Piddington  and  one  at  Watlington. 
There  was  no  other  way  of , getting  the  voter  (Hewlett) 
into  Oxford  but  by  conveyance,  and  he  had  to  be  taken 
back  to  his  work.  A  sweep  named  Hine  fetched 
him,  and  charged  him  21.  Is.  Hine  ha4  a  cart  of  his 
own,  but  he  had  to  borrow  another,  as  he  did  not  think 
his  own  was  resjpectable  enough.  (Laughter.)  Ind  was 
the  voter  at  Watlington.  They  were  strong  supporters  of 
the  Liberals,  but  not  strong  enough  to  come  of  their  own 
accord.  Ind  came  as  best  he  could,  and  charged  U.  158, 
He  could  not  explain  why  he  did  not  take  receipts  from 
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Ind  for  the  amoi]iit»  bat  be  had  a  child  lyioflr  dead  in  the 
house,  and  that  might  account  for  it.  He  did  not  tno<v 
thit  he  spent  a  copper  in  treating  during  the  ekction.  Ho 
paid  a  email  bill  for  colours— 22.  J 8s.  3d.^-to  Mr.  INiorris, 
and  he  gave  the  receipt  to  Mr.  Yxung,  who  had  told  hiia 
to  order  the  colours.  Young  gave  him  the  money  to  pay 
for  them.  He  thought  there  was  a  receipt  of  his  for  21.  ^ 
mont*y  which  he  had  paid  out  of  his  own  pocker.  He  can* 
vassed  several  out  of  town  voters,  and  to  do  this  be  had  to 
hire  a  pony  and  trap  on  one  or  two  occasions.  He  paid 
about  15b.  for  hire,  for  which  he  took  no  receipt,  and  thd 
remaining  258.  was  spent  in  his  own  refreahmeots  andaome 
incidental  expenses.  He  had  to  overlook  the  preparaticma 
for  a  platform  on  **  the  Plain^'  and  he  believed  he  t?ave  the 
men  a  little  refreshment.  There  were  pix  or  seven  men, 
chiffly  consisting  of  spare  hands  at  the  G<>mmitt«e  room, 
and  he  might  have  spent  ^.  or44.  He  might  po8i«ibl>  have 
spent  some  small  ftums  of  which  he  had  no  recoUecfion  now. 
He  spent  about  2l(i.  on  his  own  personal  refreshments. 
Mr.  Nuttall  gave  the  order  for  the  oreakfasts  at  the  (Joacb 
and  Horses,  and  witness  invited  60  persons,  all  of  whom 
he  should  think  attended.  He  handed  in  a  list,  showiu}; 
those  who  were  voters  and  members  of  the  Ai-sociation, 
non- looters  and  voters  who  w»*re  not  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation. He  found  that  43  of  them  were  voter*} ;  there 
was  plenty  of  work  for  the  whole  number  on  the  poUinf^ 
day  ;  he  could  not  have  done  with  less  mefisengers,  unless 
the  work  was  done  by  the  Post  Office.  He  did  not  engagn 
a  man  who  was  likely  to  vote  on  the  other  side,  and 
did  not  employ  one  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  his  vote. 
He  did  not  think  he  could  have  done  with  one  less. 

By  Mr.  Gave — He  did  not  eni^age  Loder,  who  lived  in 
St.  Clement^s  district.  His  yard  wa?  covt-red  with  billn. 
He  paid  Alice  Harris  about  15^.  for  making  flagn,  and 
Young  repaid  him  the  mooey  ;  she  was  the  wife  of  Harris 
the  elf  rk.  Another  woman,  Rose  Hewlett,  received  7s  6<i. 
from  Harris  for  similar  work.  She  was  the  wife  of  the 
man  at  Piddington.  Thomas  Cook  received  &>.  for  two  lines 
for  flasrs.  He  was  not  aware  that  he  paid  him  10^.  He  hud 
no  recollection  of  anv  other  pavment  bfing  made  by 
him.  It  was  understood  that  Mr.  Young  was  the  only  i>er- 
sou  to  whom  application  should  be  made  for  cc  lours.  That 
was  settled  at  the  meeting  at  the  *'  British  Workman  ** 
A  man  named  Tyler  made  280  flags  and  Carter  aboat  200^ 
and  they  were  divided  as  equally  as  possible  between  tha 
districts  of  Cowley  and  8t.  Clement'rf.  There  was  a  large 
fliig  put  up  at  the  Black  Horse,  but  he  knew  nothing  of  it. 
•Some  of  the  fl  igs  were  on  poles,  and  some  were  slung 
across  the  streets. 

By  Mr.  Ridley— Charles  Barefoot  came  to  vote,  but  did 
not  do  so.  His  proper  name  was  Baskerville,  but  ever 
since  he  had  known  him  he  had  gone  by  the  name  of 
Barefoot.  His  name  appeared  as  such  on  the  regiiiter,  and 
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be  believed  he  was  the  man  lei^y  entitled  to  vote.  He 
was  objected  to  by  the  Conservatives  and  came  back  in 
about  an  hour,  but  when  he  found  he  would  have  to  vote 
Dnder  oath  he  would  not  vote  at  all.  Mr.  NuttaU  was 
preseot  at  that  time.  He  paid  for  no  other  voters  to  come 
to  Oxford  than  those  he  had  mentioned.  He  believed 
that  the  main  object  in  having  the  election  on  a  Saturday 
was  that  men  should  lose  no  time  in  voting,  and  manv 
would  prefer  to  ride  in  order  to  look  a  little  Krand, 
(Laughter.)  He  engaged  the  conveyances,,  and  he  had 
applications  for  the  money  for  them  before  he  was  up  on 
the  Monday  morning. 

By  Mr.  Cave — A  list  was  made  of  those  williogf  to  work 
as  volunteers  on  the  polling  day,  and  they  were  invited  to 
breakiasi.  There  were  16  employed  amoDg  those  who 
attended  the  breakfasts,  and  he  sent  a  ticket  tp  all  who 
sent  in  their  names. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — The  breakfasts  were  charged  for  at  the 
rate  of  3s.  a  head.  They  did  not  have  light  refreshments, 
but  legs  of  mutton  and  beef».and  he  considered  that,  if 
they  did  not  have  something  substantial  inside,  they  cpuld 
Qot  work. 

Mr.  Bidley—Pid  they  carry  any  away  that  was  not 
iBside  them  ?    (Laughter.) 

The  witness  said  noy  but  he  believed,  they  picked  the 
bones  pretty  close.  He  did  not  see  anyone  who  was 
at  breakfast  the  worse  for  liquor  during  the  day  ;  they 
did  their  work  well. 

Mr.  Draper  handed  in  a  list  of  the  district  agents,  the 
chequf  s  paid  to  them,  the  cheques  drawn  by  self,  and 
other  cheques  for  petty  cash.. 

Mr.  Cave  (addressing  the  Bev..  W.  West)^  said— You. 
have  asked  us  to  hear  something  you  have  to  state,  but 
before  hearing  anything  you  have  to  say  I  wish  to  say  on 
behalf  of  the  Commissipners  that  it.  is  extremely  unde- 
sirable that  any  personal  discussion  should  take  i>lace. 
before  us.  We  are  not,  of  course,  sitting  here  to  ventilate 
any  grievance  that  may  exist,  but  only  to  enquire  into 
matters  that  really  affect  the  elections  at  Oxford,  and  of 
course  it  would  be  extremely  undesii  able  that  either  party 
should  take  advantage  of  coming  before  us  to  make 
charges  one  against  the  other.  In  the  course  of  some  ob<. 
servations  of  yours  vou  made  a  charge  which  appeared  to 
reflect  on  Aid.  Bandall's  character,,  and  we  gave  him  the 
opportunity  we  conceived  wo  were  bound  of  stating  what 
he  desired  to  say  on  the  subject.     Now  we  dor.'t  wish  t<i 

go  into  any  dispute  between  you  and  Aid  Bandall,  q/ 
etween  any  gentlemen  in  Oxford  at  all,  unless  it  is  somp 
matter  pertinent  to  the  enquiry  which  is  before  us.  You 
have  asked  to  go  into  the  box,  and  you  are  there,  but  beforn 
say  ing  anything  I  hope  you  vgll  take  that  into  consideratioi. , 
and  that  yon  are  not  there  for  the  purpose  of  saying  9om»  - 
thing  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  present  enquiry^ 
You  understand  me.    No  doubt,  the  columns  of  the  Oxford 
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papers  are  alike  open  to  Aid.  Randall  and  yonmelf,  and  I 
hope  in  any  dispnte  between  you  and  him  you  will  adopt 
that  mode  of  publishing  your  news  to  the  people  of  Oxford. 
It  ia  quite  obvious  if  you  come  hert^  and  make  a  statement 
Aid.  Ilandall  would  come  again  asking  us  to  hear  him  in 
reply.  You  might  then  want  to  rejoin,  and  Aid.  Randall 
might  want  to  say  something  to  that,  and  if  that  were  to 
be  the  course  generally  adopted  throughout  the  City  our 
whole;  time  would  be  taken  up  in  listening  to  accusa- 
tions and  recriminations,  and  things  of  that  kind  having 
nothing  to  do  with  the  enquiry.  I  hope  you  won't  say 
anything.  I  hope  you  will  let  the  matter  rest  where  it  isj 
unless  you  have  something  to  say  which  really  affects  the 
enquiry.  I  think  it  much  more  desirable  in  the  interests 
of  both  we  should  hear  nothing  further  of  the  matter  if 
you  can  possibly  avoid  it.     (Applause.) 

The  Rev.  W.  West — I  have  come  to  substantiate  the 
correctness  of  what  I  said  as  far  as  I  can,  and  also  to  con- 
tradict something  which  Aid.  Randall  said  as  to  facts. 
All  I  know  about  what  he  said  ia  from  what  I  read  in  the 
Titnes  this  morning.  He  has  said  that  he  did  not  vote  for 
Mr.  Stonor.  Mr.  Stonor  was  a  Radical,  or  the  Radical 
candidate,  and  what  I  said  was  that  he  was  formerly  a 
Conservative  and  changed  his  views.  He  has  denied  it 
very  much,  and  now  he  acknowledges  he  was  a  Conserva- 
tive one  time  and  changed  his  views,  and  he  mentions  he 
did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Stonor  as  if  he  had  been  a  Conserva- 
tive. Then  he  says  he  did  not  vote  for  Mr.  Neate.  Mr. 
Neate  was  the  Radical  candidate,  Now  I  have  seen,  and 
there  is  now  in  Oxford  a  large  parchment  document  of  a 
very  flaming  constitution  and  kind  signed  by  Thomas 
Randall.  That  was  as  long  ago  as  1832,  and  therefore  might 
not  affect  this  matter.  In  1841*  the  Conservatives  tried  for 
two  seats— Maclean  and  Malcolm — and  I  went  to  see  the 
poll-book  since  I  knew  that.  M '.  Randall  denied  that  he 
had  ever  been  a  C>mBervative,  and  there  I  find  Thomas 
Randall  voted  for  Maclean  and  Malcolm.  Now  in  1857» 
which  was  really  the  last  contest  that  took  place  before 
the  one  I  refer  to  of  Dr.  Deane's,  when  Mr.  Neate  was 
elected,  Mr.  Randall  vot  d  for  Mr.  Card  well,  and  I 
recollect  to  some  extent  remonstrating  with  him  for  doing 
it,  because  I  thought  Cardwell  was  very  much  of  a  Radical. 
I  said,  **  How  can  jou  vote  for  Cardwell,"  and  he  said, 
'*  From  his  conversation  with  me  he  seems  to  be  the  most 
Conservative  of  the  candidates."  That  was  in  1857.  Then 
comes  the  next  election,  and  in  the  meantime  Mr.  Randall 
became  an  Alderman.  In  1861  he  voted  for  Cardwell  and 
Harcourt,  they  being  the  Liberal  or  Radical  candidates, 
and  what  £  said  was  had  he  ventured  to  vote  for  Dr.  Deane 
he  would  have  lost  his  Aldermanic  gown.  Now  he  hu 
shown  very  special  activity, .  and  more  than  activity— 
— virulence — in  the  last  contest.  In  1874  he  was  very 
active.    He  actually  went  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Schools  and 
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asked  him  ivhether  Mr.  Hall  had  been  plncked  for  his 
**  Little  go/' — (laughter) —and  that  led  to  the  walls  of 
Oxford  l^ing  placarded  with  literature  snch  as  Mr. 
Buckell  speaks  of,  appealing  to  the  reason  and  judgment 
of  men.  But  he  was  still  more  virulent  in  the  last  election 
about  that  poor  fellow  Peedeil — (holding  a  large  bundle  of 
papei  8  and  documents  in  his  hand) — of  course  I  am  not 
going  to  auk  you  to  read  all  these  papers — 

The  President— I  think  yon  had  better  leave  the  matter 
where  it  is. 

Mr.  West — And  see  how  they  persecuted  him ;  but  the 
main  proof  and  point  is  what  I  said,  that  if  he  voted  for 
Dr.  Deane  he  would  have  lost  his  Alderman's  gown.  Mr. 
Briscoe  can  corroborate  that  view  which  I  hold,  and  every- 
body else  knows  who  knows  Aid.  Randall.  You  cannot 
enter  into  a  man's  thoughts,  and  can  only  judge  of  his 
thoughts  and  motives  from  what  he  does  and*  says,  and  I 
refer  to  Vlr.  Briscoe  for  what  he  has  said  to  him.  Mr. 
Briscoe  will  tell  you  that  he  was  obliged  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Wm.  Ward  being  deprived  of  his  Alderman's  gown.  It  is 
notorious  in  Oxford.  'Notorious  may  not  be  true,  but  it  is 
a  notorious  tbiog  that  Aid.  Randall  is  pointed  out  as  a 
turn  ooat.  (Cheers.)  Will  you  please  hear  what  Mr. 
Bri«coe  will  say  ? 

The  President — No,  we  cannot.  We  shall  have  Aid. 
Randall  hnre  to-mono w  with  three  or  four  witnesses  in 
contradiction,  and  we  shall  be  engaged  with  matter  quite 
foreign  to  the  enquiry. 

Mr.  Briscoe — ^i  understood  I  came  here  about  Peedeil  ? 

Mr.  George  Young,  examined  b^  Mr.  Ridley,  said  he 
lived  on  bis  means  and  had  been  a  builder.  The  part  be  took 
in  the  May  election  was  the  "flag  and  colour  business." 
He  bad  the  maaagemeut  of  St.  Aldate's,  St.  Clement's, 
Cowley,  and  St.Ebbe's.  There  was  no  meeting  held  specially 
to  order  the  flags,  bat  he,  Mr.  Buckell,  and  Mr.  Cooper 
had  a  consultation,  and  made  themselzesrciiponsible  for  the 

Sayment,  because  they  did  not  think  it  right  that  the  candi- 
ates  should  bear  the  expense.  He  supposed  no  one  ever 
saw  the  like  of  the  quantity  of  flags  that  was  seen  in  Oxford, 
or  had  any  idea  that  it  would  get  to  the  exteat  that 
it  did  when  they  began.  Mr.  Carter's  bill  for  flag^, 
banners,  and  pole^  amounted  to  79^.  18  <.  Id.  Some 
of  the  banners  would  be  of  cambric  and  some  of  twill,  and 
he  had  not  heard  that  any  of  it  had  been  used  up  as  cur- 
tains, Bor  bad  he  noticed  an  increased  number  of  red  petti- 
coats about.  (Laughter.)  It  was  a  difficult  matter  to  get 
the  flags  fast  enough,  ana  other  people  made  them  besides 
Carter.  Beaumont's,  Chandler's,  Lucas's,  Crow's, 
Biggs's,  and  Faulkner's  accounts  had  not  been  paid, 
nor  had  Allen's  for  poles.  He  knew  nothing  of  any 
neckties  being  ordered.  The  total  amount  for  flags  and 
colours  was  197^  2s.  2d.,  and  of  that  sum  102/.  ISs.  Id.  re- 
mained unpaid.    He  was  responsible  for  the  whole  of  it. 
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He  was  out  of  pocket  already  in  what  he  had  paid  for  flags 
and  colours.  He  had  no  instractious  whatever  as  to  the 
disposal  of  them.  The  outlay  wis  astonishing^,  And  it  took 
him  most  of  his  time  to  look  after  thene  things.  There 
were  constant  complaints  about  flags  being  torn  down.  He 
wa»>  solely  responsible  for  ordering  flags. 

By  Mr.  Cave— This  decoration  of  Oxford  was  a  new 
thing.  He  and  Cooper  and  Buokell  arranged  about  the 
flatre.  There  were  district  liberal  Associations,  and  a 
Beform  Club,  but  he  did  not  know  whether  they  had 
any  fun^^s.  He  was  neither  treasurer  nor  secretary,  and 
they  looked  for  the  expense  of  the  flags  to  be  met  by 
subscriptions.  He  had  taken  no  steps  to  collect  subscrip- 
tions as  yet,  because  they  bad  been  collecting  money  for 
the  petition.  He  thought  that  within  a  week  the  money 
could  be  collected  to  pay  off  the  amount  that  was  owing. 
Sir  William  Harcourt  would  not  condescend  to  receive  sub- 
scriptions for  his  election.  In  1874  the  Liberals  subscribed 
heavily  for  Mr.  Lewis's  election. 

By  Mr.Cowie — Sometime  in  May  a  man  named  HutchiU'^ 
son  met  him  in  St.  Aldate's  and  said  witness  owed  him 
money  for  the  1874  election.  He  expressed  his  surprise, 
and  ai«ked  him  how  it  was  he  had  not  mentioned  the  matter 
to  him  before,  and  Hutchnison  replied  that  he  had  asked 
him  once  in  Gloucester  Green,  when  he  was  busy  in  a 
contested  election  for  the  North  Ward,  about  three 
years  after  the  time,  and  when  the  accounts  were  all 
closed.  From  this  conversation  he  remembered  employing 
him,  and  then  asked  him  wbat  he  considered  he  ought  to  be 
be  paid,  and  he  said  a  sovereign.  Looked  at  him  to  ascer- 
tain if  he  was  honest,  and  was  satisfied,  and  a^^reed  to  give 
him  1/.  He  took  him  to  bis  office  in  Blue  Boar  Street.. 
Hutchinson  asked  him  what  he  should  write,,  and  witness 
said  **The  factp,^  and  nothing  more."  Hutchinson  then 
wrote  out  a  receipt  as  follows  : — *'  Received  of  Mr.  Young 
li.,  for  services  rendered  at  the  1874  election."  Witness 
undertook  to  produce  the  receipt  to  the  Commissioners. 
Hutchinson  said  he  was  living  at  Didcot,  but  witness  had 
no  idea  that  hn  was  a  voter. 

Mr.  Cowie — You  did  not  know  he  was  a  voter  ? 

Witness— No,  I  did  not,  nur  do  I  now.     » 


NINETEENTH  DAY.— Saturday,  Oct.  30. 

Mr.  Cave  said— I  may  take  this  opportunity  of  saying 
that,  when  we  rise  to-day,  the  enquiry  will  be  adjourned  to 
London,  and  our  next  meeting  will  be  this  day  week,  at 
No.  4,  Paper  Buildings,  Temple,  and  the  enquiry  will  be 
continued  here  in  Oxford  upon  December  22ad  in  thiq 
place.  The  Commissioners^^  when  originally  appointetl, 
hoped  to  have  completed  their  enquiry  during  the  course 
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of  the  Long  Vacation,  but,  owing  in  a  great  measure  to 
the  fact  that  the  vouchers  presented  by  Mr.  Walsh,  the 
Conservative  agent,  have  been  found  to  be  unreliable,  the 
Commissioners  have  been  engaged  during  a  very  long 
portion  of  their  enquiry  here  in  procuring  from  those  who 
nave  the  management  of  the  different  districts  other 
accounts  which  they  have  been  rendering  from  memory  and 
imperfect  memoranda  in  substitution  of  those  which  are 
filed,  and  are  not  calculated  to  afford  the  Commissioners 
that  light  which  they  must  have  before  they  can  make  their 
report  to  Her  Majesty. 

Mr,  Owen  re-called  said — I  believe  I  received  100^ 
on  the  Monday  after  the  second  election.  I  also  had 
100^.  during  the  first  election.  Altogether  I  have  received 
during  both  elections  340^.  On  March  the  27th  I  had  36^  , 
on  Aprl  7th,  50^.,  then  a  cheque  on  the  17th  of  April, 
1007.,  21.,  100/.  in  cash  from  Mr.  Draper.  I  have  a  list  of 
payments  which  I  made  at  the  April  election.  About 
40/.  has  been  expended  more  than  I  have  received ; 
there  is  an  item  of  4/.  for  colours.  I  could  show 
vonohers  for  114/.  Is.  6d.  for  the  second  election, 
and  I  have  arrived  at  the  amount  from  my  receipt  book. 
I  have  estimated  that  I  paid  40/.  odd  for  clerks  and 
I  have  vouchers  for  22/.  13s.  6d.  I  have  vouchers  for 
menoengers  for  ZOl.  15s.  out  of  an  estimated  expenditure 
of  38/.  5s.  I  received  at  the  second  election  145/.,  and  I 
believe  I  have  stated  that  I  have  had  50/.  too  mnch. 
There  is  nothing  to  show  when  t^e  April  payments  were 
made.  I  wish  to  state  that  my  wife  ban  received 
nothing  for  making  colours  or  flags.  I  have  beea 
exposed  to  a  great  deal  of  chaff,  becanse  Mr.  Evetts, 
in  nis  evidence,  said  that  he  paid  Mrs.  Owen  for  making 
colours.  I  should  like  to  say  this  was  not  my  wife.  At  the 
April  election  I  had  the  whole  of  the  house  in  St. 
Giles's,  the  lady  being  in  London,  and  that  will  explain 
some  of  the  items,  such  as  giving  milk  to  the  cat,  and  so 
on.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Joseph  Freeman,  jun.,  examined  by  Mr.  Cave,  said 
— I  reside  in  St.  John  Street,  and  am  a  furniture  dealer. 
In  the  May  election  I  wa^  chairman  of  the  Ship  Street 
Committee,  and  I  bad  under  my  charge  All  Saints',  St. 
Michael,  and  St.  Feter-le- Bailey.  The  promises  for  and 
against  of  the  out-of-town  freemen  were  sent  to  me  from 
the  Central  Committee,  and  I  ticked  them  off.  After  the 
election  I  received  15/.  from  Mr.  Annette  to  pay  the 
mesRengers,  and  as  it  was  not  sufficient  he  gave  me  another 
1/.  5s.  The  account  produced  I  made  out.  I  received 
10/.  for  my  services.  I  gave  a  receipt  for  it  at  the  time ; 
it  was  after  the  election.  I  did  not  pay  for  the  C>^mmittee 
room.  Cox  canvassed  the  out-town  freemen,  and  he  made 
returns  to  me.  A  slip  clerk  sent  me  word  a^  they 
voted,  and  I  ticked   them  off.    I  never  had  a  flag  or 
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colour  at  my  room,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  providing 
breakfast  for  the  out-towa  freemen.  We  had  break- 
fast  for  those  who  worked  with  us  on  the  day  of  election, 
and  I  believe  they  all  beloDii^ed  to  the  Liberal  Asaocia* 
tion,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  NuttalPa  eon.  There  were 
2o  at  the  breakfast.  I  and  Mr.  Ogden  ordered  it.  J 
bflieve  the  men  at  the  Holywell,  Sbip  Street,  and 
George  Street  Committee  rooms  had  breakfast  together 
at  the  Maidenhead  Hotel.  I  don't  know  of  any  expe^n- 
diture  beyond  what  I  have  told  you. 

By  Mr.  Gowie— It  was  left  to  my  discretion  to  select 
the  fi^uests  to  the  breakfast.  It  was  mentiooed  a  day  or 
two  before  ttie  election.  I  can't  say  the  persons  invited 
knew  of  the  breakfast  before  tbey  received  the  card  for  it. 
I  canvassed  a  man  named  K.eeler.  I  always  counted  him 
as  our  supporter  until  the  lant  election.  He  had  a  red  and 
white  flag  out  and  then  put  oilt  a  blue  one.  I  don't  know 
that  he  was  an  applicant  for  Wootton's  Charity.  I  believe 
be  asked  me  two  years  ago  to  let  him  know  when  a 
charity  was  vacant.  I  did  not  speak  to  anyone  con- 
nected with  the  charities  about  him. 

By  Mr,  Ridley — We  had  two  clerks  part  of  the  time, 
and  six  messengers  at  the  second  election.  I  had  no  de- 
tectives at  my  room.  Dansby  gave  me  a  report  after  the 
election,  in  consequence  of  which  I  took  him  to  Mr.  Nut- 
tall.  Ttiere  were  a  lot  of  flags  in  St.  Peter- le-Bailey,  but 
very  little  in  All  Saints  and  St.  Mich'^el's.  It  was  mostly 
In  the  poorer  districts  of  the  town  that  there  were  so  many 
colours. 

By  Mr.  Cave — Mr.  Nutt  was  a  member  of  the  Asso- 
ciation, but  a  non-voter ;  he  assisted  on  the  polling  day. 
Mr.  J.  J.  Hughes  canvassed  part  of  the  district  with  Mr. 
C.  A.  Galpin.  Mr.  Kowell  canvas-ied  All  Saints,  and 
Mr.  Patterson  part  of  St.  Michael's,  and  Mr.  Pavier 
Kethero  assisted  on  the  polling  day. 

Aid.  John  Richard  Oarr  examined  by  Mr.  Cowie,  said — I 
have  filled  the  office  of  Mayor  on  three  occasions.  I  was 
Mayor  in  1863,  1867,  and  1871.  I  have  been  a  member  of 
the  Council  for  nearly  30  years.  I  am  chairman  of  the 
Police  Committee,  and  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  City 
Charities.  I  have  been  connected  with  election  matters  in 
Oxford  for  more  than  40  years.  I  remember  the  elec- 
tions in  Sir  Charles  Wetherell's  time,  and  from  that  time 
I  have  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  elections.  In  1874 
X  had  a  fall  from  my  horse,  and  I  did  not  interfere  in  the 
election  beyond  voting.  When  Mr.  Hall  got  in,  the 
representation  was  divided. 

Mr.  Cowie — Previous  to  the  April  election  of  this  year 
did  you  take  any  part  in  making  arrangements  for  the  ex- 
pected contest  ?— Yes. 

Were  you  anxious  that  the  representation  should  be 
changed,  and  there  should  be  a  second  Liberal  member?— 
X  was. 
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Did  yon  sign  any  requisition  in  the  Gitjr  for  Mr»  Ghitty 
to  become  a  candidate  ?~No,  I  did  not  sign  any  requin* 
tion.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  several  names  were 
mentioned  at  the  Reform  Club— four  or  five  names — and 
Mr.  Ghitty  was  ultimately,  by  an  overwhelming  majority^ 
selected  to  contest  the  City^ 

You  are  an  active  member  of  the  Reform  Club  ? — ^I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  am  an  active  member  of  anything  that  1 
take  up.    (A  laugh.) 

Do  you  remember  meeting  Mr.  Morrell  at  the  Town 
Hall  ?^I  had  not  the  slightest  reoolleotion  of  doing  so 
until  I  saw  his  evidence. 

Do  you  recollect  it  now  ? — ^Yes. 

Do  vou  remember  having  a  conversation  with  him  in 
regara  to  the  election  ?— The  conversation  could  not  have 
exiieeded  the  time  it  has  taken  for  you  to  mention  it  to  me» 

Did  you  say  something  to  this  effect :  *'  You  know  we 
don't  want  to  oust  Mr.  Hall  altogether,  but  we  must  have 
a  fight  for  the  benefit  of  the  town  of  Oxford'*?— I  deny 
saying  anything  approaching  to  that,  and  I  have  challenged 
my  memory  thorongbly.  I  believe^  on  the  occasion 
of  the  nomination,  I  bad  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Morrell 
about  the  election^  and  I  am  very  anxious  you  should  know 
what  I  said.  The  City  had  been  deprived  of  its  full  re^ 
presentation)  because^  until  Mr.  Hall  got  in»  we  always 
had  two  Liberals,  and  I  thought  the  town  would  not  be 
satisfied  until  we  returned  to  the  old  state  of  things^  and 
that  nothing  could  prevent  the  Oxford  constituencr 
doing  their  utmost  to  return  two  Liberals.  To  ^ay  that  I 
made  any  mention  of  the  words  Mr.  Morrell  has  used 
would  simply  be  revoking  what  I  have  been  doing  all  my 
life. 

You  said  you  had  no  unkind  feeling  to  Mr*  Hall? — In 
order  that  there  may  be  no  mistake  1  have  written  it  down* 
On  the  day  of  the  nomination  for  the  April  election,  I 
remember  having  a  few  minutes*  conversation  with  Mr« 
Morrell  which  was  the  only  time  I  ever  spnke  to  him  on 
election  matters^  and  I  have  no  doubt  I  said  there  was  no 
personal  ^feeling  against  Mr.  Hall,  but  the  town  cannot 
consent  to  be  virtually  disfranchised,  for  whenever  Sir 
William  Haroourt  says  "aye,"  Mr.  HaU  says  <'no."  I 
believe  these  were  the  words  I  used  to  Mr.  Morrell.  There 
waR  no  feeling  against  Mr.  HaU  on  my  ^art. 

Then  I  may  take  it  the  opposition  to  him  Was  simply  on 
political  grounds?— Yes* 

And  it  is  your  opinion  the  City  of  Oxford  was  virtually 
disfranchised  by  having  two  members  of  ditferent  politics? 
»^That  is  my  opinion. 

Did  you  say  anything  about  its  being  a  good  thing  for 
the  Oity  of  Oxford  if  there  Was  a  Contest  ? — I  did  no^  for 
t  think  it  is  one  of  the  worst  things  that  can  happen  to 
the  town,  except  to  a  few  individuals.    (A  laugh.) 

Yon  are  aware  a  great  deal  of  money  has  been  spent 
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the  contest?-^!  know  that,  bat  I  don't  think  it  is  a 
benefit. 

Withoat  going  into  fiarure^,  was  there  considerable 
expense  in  1868? — I  believe  there  wa«  never  a  parer 
contest  fought  than  in  1868  ;  it  was  carried  on  in  a  kindly 
spiiit.  I  remember  I  had  a  dinnerparty,  and  invited  Sic 
Wm^  Harcourt,  Mr.  Card  well,  and  Dr.  Deane. 

It  is  not  unusual  for  candidates  to  meet  together  at 
election  time  ?— It  ought  not  to  be.  A  man  who  is  now 
dead  asked  someone  if  he  would  have  some  beer,  and  Sir 
Wm.  Harcoart  said,  "  If  I  hear  anything  of  that  kind 
again  I  will  pack  up  my  trunk  and  leave  Oxford  imme» 
diately."  It  has  always  been  a  cuatqm  to  employ  voters 
on  the  Oommittees,  but  nothing  like  what  it  has  been 
lately. 

Do  you  regard  the  employment  of  a  large  number  oC 

Sersons  o£  this  kind  as  necessary  for  the  election  t    N0|  t 
on't. 

Do  you  agree  with  Mr.  Buckell  that  the  election  would 
infallibly  have  been  lost  if  the  men  had  not  been  em- 
ployed ?— t  agree  with  every  word  Mr,  Buckell^  said  on 
that  point.  It  has  been  a  custom  now  for  sometime,  and 
people  come  and  expect  employment.  At  the  April  elec- 
tion sometimes  I  worked  independently  and  sometimes  can* 
vassed  with  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  and  went  round  to  some  of  the 
committee-rooms  to  see  that  the  work  was  being  done  and 
what  the  returns  were.  1  first  heard  from  public  rumours 
that  there  would  be  ac  mtestin  May;  then  that  it  had  been 
abandoned  ;  after  that  I  heard  that  a  large  sum  of  money 
had  baen  received  from  the  Carlton,  that  Mr.  Morrell  would 
take  the  St.  Clement's  district,  and  at  his  own  expense^  and 
that  other  gentlemen  were  going  to  contribute  money. 
That  was  about  eight  or  ten  days  before  the 
election.  There  were  the  wildest  rumours  about,  one  being 
that  a  nobleman  in  the  county  had  given  a  large  sum. 
The  first  time  I  heard  of  £3,000  coming  from 
London  was  after  a  letter  had  been  picked  up.  I 
believe  I  heard  it  from  Mr.  R.  S.  Hawkins,  the  late  Town 
Olerk,  about  a  day  after  the  letter  came  into  his  possession. 
1  Bpeak  entirely  from  memory.  I  believe  Mr.  Hawkins 
said  that  a  letter  had  been  plaeed  in  his  hands,  stating 
that  3,000Z.  was  coming  from  London,  and  that  Prof. 
Burrows  was  endeavouring  to  raise  a  further  sum  of  5001, 
I  afterwards  saw  the  letter,  and  the  Mayor  told  me  he 
had  put  the  letter  in  the  hands  of  the  Town  Olerk  to  ad' 
vise  him  respecting  it.  At  that  time  I  did  not  consider 
anything  about  it  being  public  or  private  property, 
a^  all  is  fair  at  election  times  as  in  war.  I  believe  I 
should  have  done  exactly  as  the  Mayor  has  done,  but  if 
1  had  seen  that  it  was  marked  **  private,"  I  should  have 
taken  it  to  the  gentleman  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  I 
think  the  Mayor  £lid  quite  right  and  acted  with  great 
caution    as    the    contents    referred    to     an    event   of 
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liational  hnportanee.  I  aeaiated  at  the  Central  ODmmitte« 
room,  and  canvaBsed  persons  who  wouM  not  see  the 
ordinary  canvassers.  I  had  very  little  to  do  with  Mr. 
Nuttall.  I  had  some  intimation,  I  belieye,  from  Mr.. 
Bickerton,  that  certain  gentlemen  were  coming  from  Birm- 
ingham, aiod  ene  evening  Mr.  Nattall  called  at  my  house  as 
I  was  at  dinner.  I  do  not  think  that  Nattall  told  me 
he  was  going  to  employ  detectives,  but  it  was  reported  thati 
there  was  a  deal  of  treating,  drinking  and  bribery  at  the 
April  election,  and  Supt.  Head  said  he  must  have  assist- 
ance. I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  we  could  not  have 
obtained  assistance  in  Oxford  for  the  management  of  the 
election,  but  it  was  understood  that  there  were 
half-a-dozen  men  from  Birn^ingham  who  had  had 
great  experience  in  elecfcion  proceedings,  and  I  was  very 
glad  to  have  them.  In  the  April  election  the  Liberals  had 
called  tk  large  meeting  in  the  Oom  Exchaoge.  It  came  to 
the  knowledge-  of  the  Committee  that  the  Conservatives 
had  forged  tickets  for  this  meeting,  and  that  a 
man  named  Bennett  intended  to  turn  the  gas  out,  so 
that  the  platform  could  be  stormed.  A  warrant  was  taken 
out  for  the  apprehension  of  Bennett,  but  it  was  not  exe- 
cuted as  precautions  were  taken  and  the  occurrence  averted. 
I  had  a  great  apprehension  that  there  would' be  disturbance 
at  tbe  April  election,  and  a  large  number  of  special  con- 
stables were  sworn  in.  As  chairman  of  the  Police  Com- 
mittee I  obtained  a  report  from,  the  Supt.  of  Police, 
in  which  he  stated — 

^  General  election.  —  Fbr  about  three  weeks  pre- 
vious to  this  election  (that  is  the  April  election),  the 
police  were  continually  engaged  in  different  parts  of 
the  City,  preserving  order  and  keeping  peace  at  open  air 
meetings,  in  addition  to  performing  their  day  and  night 
duty.  .  .  In  St.  Clement's  particularly  great  disorder 
occurred  and  as  many  as  20  men  were  on  duty  there  one 
night.  On  the  29th  of  March  a  meeting  was  announced  hk 
the  Com  Exchange,  admittance  by  ticket.  In  the  after- 
noon of  that  day  it  was  reported  that  fal6e  tickets  were 
iBsuci,  that  a  row  was  intended,  the  gas  was  to  be  tnmed 
off,  and  the  stage  pulled  down.  Twenty  special  constables 
were  sworn  in  to  assist  the  police*  and  they  were  awarded 
by  the  magistrates  ds.  6d.  each.  A  great  number  of  false 
tickets  were  taken  from  persons  during  the  evening.  The 
persons  who  had  them  were  known  to  have  been  noisy  and 
disorderly  at  previous  meetings.  Xhiring  the  week  i>re- 
cedinfiT  the  election  many  persons  complained  of  being 
assaulted,  especially  in  the  districts  called  Jericho  and  St, 
Ebbe's.  It  was  deemed  necessary,  so  many  parsons  apply- 
ing for  protection,  to  have  assistance,  and  88  special  con- 
stable were  sworn  in  for  duty  at  the  polling  places,  and  to 
preserve  order  after  the  declaration  of  the  poll.  They  were 
awarded  5s.  for  the  day  of  10  hours,  and  6d.  an  hone- 
afterwards.    After  the  declaration  of  tbe  poll  there  was  a 
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tvenM&domi  uproar  and  disorder  in  St,  Aldate's  Street  for 
about  three  hours^  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  force  the 
Town  Hail  gates  and  poll  down  the  board  showing  the 
result.  A  dozen  special  constables  had  to  be  taken  to 
this  spot  to  prevent  nuschief ,  and  two  or  three  persons 
were  taken  to  the  station.  Fighting  was  going  on 
oyer  the  town,  and  the  police  and  specials  bad  to  be 
posted  in  different  places  for  the  protection  of  the  ini 
habitants.  The  night  after  the  election  a  large  and  ex- 
cited body  of  men  and  youths  paraded  the  atreets,  carryiog 
flags  and  flinging  and  shontixig,  and  fights  occurred  with 
the  roughs,  several  of  whom  were  looked  up.  It  was  with 
gre%t  difficulty  that  a  riot  was  prevented.'^ 

The  President — When  was  that  report  made  f 

Witness— T^at  was  made  when  the  OommissioQ  opened } 
it  was  not  a  report  made  at  the  time. 

At  the  first  election  we  were  able  to  protect  the  City  witht 
out  anv  assistance  from  outside.  About  a  week  before  the 
May  election  an  application  was  made  for  assistance  by 
Superintendent  Headj^  because  eight  of  his  men  were  aick^ 
and  he  could  not  guarantee  ta  keep  the  peace 
Qf  the  town  without  extra  help.  I  thought  that  60  extra 
men  would  be  sufficient^ 

How  did  you  come  to  this  conclusion  ?~Thia  report,  will 
ihow. 

Very  well,  you  had  better  read  it. 

Aid.  Garr-^^*  Bye  election  1880.  "For  ten  days  previous 
to  this  election  many  large  open  air  meetings  were  held 
in  differfAfc  parts  of  the  City;  many  complaints  were 
made  that  certain  inhabitanta  were  moleated  in  St. 
Thomas,  Jericho,  St.  GUles',  and  St.  Abbe's.  Yarioua 
Ihssaults  were  committed,  ana  the  police  had  to  be  posted 
in  these  i^eighbourhoods  day  and  night  continuously. 
I^ight  after  night,  to  nearly  one  a.m.,  large  and  excited 
prowda  assembled  in  Oommarket  Street,  hooting  and 
shouting  at  one  another,  and  the  police  had  to  form  line 
^tween  themi  and  it  waa  with  difficulty  that  a  serioua 
riot  was  prevented^  Many  windows  were  broken  in  dif- 
ferent parta  of  the  town,  flags  were  pulled  down,  and 
much  rou^h  ivsage  and  assaults  committed  i^on  some  of 
the  inhabitants  and  the  police,  and  stonea  were  thrown. 
On  the  &th  Mav,  about  10.15  p.m^  after  a  meeting  in  St. 
Clement's,  a  moo  of  between  three  or  four  hundred  persona 
very  excited,  some  carrying  flags,  shouting  and  hooting, 
went  into  Beaumont  Street,  where  a  window  was  broken 
%%  the  house  of  Prof.  Rogers.  They  then  went  to  No.  20— 
tiiat  is  myhouse— (laughter) — where  a  windaw  was  broken, 
and  a  stone  thrown  which  struck  the  front  of  the  house.  A 
man  was  taken  into  custody,  for  this  offence,  and  the 
mob,  consisting  of  roughs,  grown  up  men,  and  a  number 
of  undergraduates,  then  turned  and  followed  the  police,  and 
attempted  to  rescue  the  prisoner  at  the  rear  of  St.  Mary 
|l(agdalen  Church*      There  was  a  tremendous  uproar. 
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yelliDg  and  cries  of  rescue,  and  an  attempt  was  made  in 
Tnrl  Street  to  throw  down  the  Superintendent  who  was 
protecting  the  men  with  the  prisoner.  The  ring-leader 
was  a  drunken  man  named  BushnelK  and  subsequently 
he  was  taken  into  custody,  convicted,  and  sentenced  to 

gay  a  fine  of  lOs.  and  costs.  Beiog  the  landlord  of  a  beer 
ouse  his  license  has  since  been  refused.  This  matter 
was  reported  next  morning  to  the  Mayor,  who  asked  for 
the  police  force  to  be  strengthened,  and  men  were  ob- 
tain^ from  Bath  and  Leicester." 

A  resolntion  was  passed  that  Sup««rintendent  Head 
should  get  as  many  as  100  men  from  wherever  he 
oould,  and  all  he  oonld  get  was  98,  and  those  with 
difBcnlty.  Mr.  Nuttall  did  not  suggest  to  me  that 
application  should  be  made  to  Birmingham.  We  had 
Birmingham  police  in  this  City  in  1871,  at  the  Boyal 
Agricultural  Show,  and  in  1878,  at  the  Bath  and  West  e£ 
England  Agricultural  Show.  There  has  never  been  any 
Birmingham  Police  in  Oxford  at  any  Parliamentary 
election  before.  There  were^  on  the  8th  of  May,  23 
Leicester  Police,  who  were  paid  SSI.  Ss.  lid.,  and  extra 
DoUce  cost  altogether  1522.  12s.  9d.,  and  63  specials  cost 
201.  58.  6d.  I  had  no  idea  that  any  men  were  coming 
from  Abingdon. 

You  take  an  active  interest  in  the  distribution  of  cha- 
rities t—I  do. 

Do  the  politics  of  the  applicants  affect  the  decision  of 
the  Trustees  ^— Never. 

Some  of  these  charities  consist  of  pensions,  others  gratui- 
ties ?~Quite  so,  and  others  weekly  payments. 

Are  some  of  them  kept  up  from  a  permanent  fund,  which 
is  already  closed,  and  others  from  a  fund  which  is  subscribed 
to  ? — I  should  say  neither  one  nor  the  other. 

Look  at  that  ticket  (ticket  handed  to  Aid.  Oarr)  ?— That 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  Trustees.  That  is  the  Clothing 
Fund.  Sir  William  Harcourt  subscribes  to  it,  and  so  do  L 
'  Are  the  tickets  given  on  the  recommendation  of  sub- 
scribers ? — Always,  I  should  think. 

Are  they  given  out  at  a  particular  period  of  the  year  ? — 
Tes,  The  people  pay  for  a  long  period,  and  at  the  end  of 
the  year  the  total  amount  paid  is  ascertained,  and  I  think 
they  get  goods  double  the  value  they  subscribe. 

Uow  long  has  it  been  in  existence? — A  great  many 
years. 

Do  you  know  Flexham,  of  No.  1,  Christ  Church  Build- 
ings ? — I  think  Flexham  is  a  person  who  has  always  been 
given  a  ticket. 

Would  he  apply  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  for  his 
ticket  ?— I  should  think  so.  I  generally  hand  four  or  five 
tidcete  to  Mr.  Cooper,  of  St.  Thomas,  to  distribute  to  those 
he  thinks  deserving.  I  think  Mr.  Cooper  refused  to  give 
a  ticket  and  he  was  mobbed  in  consequence.  The  ticket 
produoedhasnponit  "  Subscribed  by  Sir  W.V.  Harcourt." 
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The  subscribers  have  the  power  of  reoeminendinflr  ft  nnmber 
of  persons  according  to  the  amount  subscribed.  Sir  Wm. 
Harcourt  subscribed  22.  2s.,  and  I  subscribed  11,  Is.,  and 
I  hare  so  many  tickets  sent  to  me. 

In  how  many  cases  where  you  had  applications 
did  you  apeak  about  their  votes  ?— Never.  I  only 
saw  their  wives.  It  is  natural  that  the  tickets  should  uo 
given  to  oneVi  political  supporters.  I  told  Mr.  Cooper 
%n  give  the  tickets  to  those  he  thought  doRerving.  Sir 
Wm.  Harcourt  did  not  subscribe  for  tickets  for  Mr.  Hall's 
supporters,  and  it  was  not  likely  they  would  be  given  to 
them.  He  subscribed  to  those  who  were  deserving,, 
and  there  are  lots  of  most  deserving  Liberals* 

Do  you  remember  if  Flezham  applied  last  January  for 
his  ticket  ?— I  feel  quite  certain  in  the  first  instance  he  ap- 
plied to  Cooper.  I  never  see  the  men ;  the  wives  alwaya 
come.  Mr.  Cooper  called  on  me  and  told  me  he  had  re- 
fused a  ticket,  and  he  gave  his  reasons.  He  said  he  had 
been  greatly  abused. 

In  any  of  these  cases  yon  would  have  no  occasion  to  go 
to  the  Conservatives  ? — They  never  come  to  me  and  I  never 
trouble  them.  (A  laugh.)  I  know  that  Mrs.  Bigg  has 
been  an  applicant,  and  she  has  done  work  for  Mrs.  Carr« 
She  has  a  large  family,  and  I  gave  the  ticket  on  my  wife's 
recommendation.  I  should  not  think  she  applied  for  a 
ticket  in  January  and  did  not  get  it  till  ApriL  If  that 
is  so,  it  is  her  own  fault  for  not  calling.  I  have 
not  the  least  recollection  of  having  canvassed  Greorge 
Palmer,  of  Magdalen  Boad,  at  the  May  election.  I  did 
not  give  anybody  money  to  vote  fur  Sir  William  Harcaurt, 
or  promise  anything,  or  pay  anybody's  rent.  I  did  not 
pay  78.  6d.  as  rent  for  Palmer.  I  should  think  X  did  not 
canvass  Charles  Ives,  and  I  do  not  know  him.  I  can  say 
most  unhesitatin^^ly  that  I  have  not  dangled  the  gift  of  a 
charity  before  him  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  his  vote. 
I  know  Thos.  Stone,  but  I  never  paid  a  fine  for  him  or 
gave  him  any  assistance.  He  told  me  that  he  had  been  to 
the  Badcliffe  Infirmary,  and  that  his  club  had  refused  to 
assist  him.  I  know  a  man  named  Simmons  who  has  pes- 
tered me  very  much.  He  has  a  boy  in  a  reformatory,  who 
is  a  very  bad  boy.  Simmons  never  met  me  in  the  street 
without  he  asked  me  to  intercede  on  behalf  of  the  boy, 
and  I  told  him  I  would  not  do  so  until  two  years  had 
expired,  as  I  then  hoped  he  would  come  home  a  better 
boy.  I  have  never  interceded,  and  I  said  I  would  be  no 
party  to  the  boy's  release  until  he  had  been  there  a  certain 
time.  I  saw  Simmons  aboat  a  month  back,  and  he  then 
told  me  that  the  boy  was  out.  I  did  not  know  that  any 
sort  of  recommendation  was  made  from  the  Magistrates 
about  the  boy's  release.  The  Mayor  and  myself  might 
have  mentioned  the  matter,  but  I  should  think  it  was 
twelve  months  ago,  and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  elec- 
tion.   I  do  not  know  which  way  Simmons   voted,  nor 
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eyen  wbetber  he  had  a  vote.  I  knew  that  there  must  be 
a  considerable  expenditure  for  flags  as  the  town  was  smo- 
thered with  them.  I  know  of  bo  understanding  as  to  the 
making  up  of  any  amount  for  them  at  the  Reform  Club.  I 
was  not  consulted  by  Nuttall  about  the  breakfasts,  and  if  I 
had  ;been,  I  should  have  objected  to  them.  There  is  no 
ground  for  the  assertion  that  the  Council  is  influenced 
by  politics  in  giving  employment,  or  that  the  giving  of 
contracts  are  so  influenced.  I  do  not  remember  an 
application  being  made  by  Mr.  Simonds  about  the 
lease  of  a  public  house  in  Castle  Street,  in  August  1879. 
It  may  have  been  supported  by  Mr.  Juggins  and  Mr. 
Galcntt,  but  perhaps  refused. 

Upon  what  ground  ?— The  house  had  been  leased  to  the 
late  Mr.  Hanley  on  a  repairing  lease.  Aid.  Hanley  had 
given  up  property  for  3002.  which  he  had  originally  asked 
9001,  for  the  purpose  of  a  school.  I  do  not  remember  that 
Mr.  Simonds  offered  a  rental  of  421,  a  year.  The  house 
was  re-let  to  Messrs.  Hanley  at  202.  a  year,  or  some  other 
rental,  in  consideration  of  their  giving  up  the  property 
to  the  value  of  3002.  for  the  purpose  of  our  High  School. 
I  am  speaking  only  from  memory,  but  I  will  piocure  and 
forward  to  you  full  particulars.  I  know  a  man  named 
Abbey  who  was  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace  for  six 
months.  He  suffered  with  a  cataract  m  the  eye,  and  hear- 
ing that  his  wife  was  dying,  I  went  down  and  found  her  in 
an  emaciated  state  and  living  on  the  charity  of  her  mother. 
Mr.  Calcutt  thought  it  a  very  hard  case  that  the  man 
should  have  suffered  two  months  and  then  should  have  to 
undergo  another  six  months  because  he  could  not  get  a  bond, 
and  Mr.  Calcutt  said  he  thought  he  could  get  a  person  to 
be  bound  for  him,  bnt  he  did  not  succeed.  The  bond 
was  202.  in  himself,  and  two  sureties  of  102.  each,  and 
a  man  named  Bryan  ultimately  became  bail  on  Mr. 
Calcutt  and  myself  promising  to  pay  the  bail  if  it 
became  estreated,  and  the  man  was  liberated.  I 
believe  that  Abbey  is  a  Conservative.  It  was  ia' 
October  that  he  was  convicted,  and  it  was  on  the  14th 
of  January  of  this  year  that  he  was  bailed.  It  has  beeil 
stated  in  evidence,  and  I  think  by  the  Bev  W.  West,  that 
the  charities  are  not  properly  expended,  and  I  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  copy  a  few  of  the  cases  dealt  with  by 
the  Trustees.  On  the  29th  of  May,  1879,  Joseph 
Henry  Gynes,  who  was  then  living  in  Corn  Market 
Street,  had  a  loan  of  1002.  for  seven  years  free 
of  interest.  The  Charity  Trustees  require  three  sureties 
for  the  repayment  of  the  money,  and  his  sureties  were  Mr. 
Ward,  solicitor.  Broad  Street,  Mr.  Washbourne  West,  and 
Mr.  Hobdell,  in  the  High  Street.  In  1877  there  was  a 
William  Emmanuel  Bichards  who  had  1002.>  free  of  inter- 
est for  seven  years.  His  sureties  were  Mr.  Ryman,  Mr. 
Frank  Byman  Hall,  and  Mr.  Thom:iS  HaU,  of  Queen 
Street. 
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The  sareties  »re  all  well-known  OonierTatavee?— Tee. 
Another  man  had  100^  free  of  interest,  and  his  name  is 
Henry  Turner,  of  Hy  the  Bridge  Street.  His  sureties  were 
Mr.  Jugfirins.  a  late  member  of  the  Town  Council,  B£r, 
Thomas  Wells,  and  Mr.  Charles  Ayres,  of  Walton  Street 
There  are  also  several  annuities  of  31.  and  41.  each.  I 
have  a  number  of  cases  of  this  kind.  I  have  taken  seven 
cases  from  1876  to  1830.  I  never  said  anything  to  Sim<< 
monds  during  the  election  about  his  vote,  and  it  is  a 
great  scandal,  and  I  hope  Simmonds  will  be  sent  for. 

By  Mr.  Cave— It  came  to  my  knowledge  that  some 
men  were  coming  from  Abingdon  to  assist,  but  I  had 
no  idea  that  they  were  to  be  paid.  I  did  not  nnaerstandthey 
were  to  assist  in  keeping  the  peace.  Some  Oxford  Liberals 
went  to  Abingdon  at  the  election  there,  and  w;ere  not 
paid.  The  reports  of  the  persons  apprehended  from  the 
4th  to  the  10th  of  May  shows  that  there  wexe  convicted 
of  being  drunk  and  disorderly,  7  ;  discharged,  1 ;  breach 
of  the  peace— 1  convicted,  3  discharged,  S  remanded, 
and  11  undergraduates  handed  'over  to  the  proctors : 
totalj  18 ;  personating  voters,  2 1  throwing  missiles— 2 
convicted,  1  discharged,  and  1  remanded;  drunk  and 
attempt  to  rescue,  1 ;  assaults  en  police,  2  convicted ; 
drunk  and  assault,  2  convicted,  making  a  total  of  31. 

Mr.  Cave— I*or  a  contested  election  that  looks  yetf 
moderate. 

Aid.  Carr— We  had  the  assistance  of  98  extra  police* 
Mr.  George  Herbert  Morrell,  speaking  at  a  Conservative 
dinner,  on  the  15th  of  May,  as  reported  in  the  Ozford 
ChronicU,aa,\df  **  He  did  not  wish  to  be  unjust  to  an^  foe,  but 
when  they  tried  to  let  loose  upon  them,  as  on  a  previous  occa^ 
sion,  a  man  more  like  a  Red  Indian  than  anythiog  that  was 
ever  seen,  it  was  about  time  they  took  the  tmog  in  hand  to 
see  if  such  another  came  he  was  *  tarred  and  feathered.'"  (A 
laugh.)  "  He  did  not  wish  to  detain  them  longer,  but  he 
wished  tojput  before  them  one  closing  remark,  which  was  one 
short  sentence  out  of  a  well-known  rhyme, 

*'  We  don't  want  to  fight  but  by  Jingo  if  we  do." 
I  suppose  he  finished  it, 

"  vVeVe  got  the  slups,  we've  got  the  men^  we've 
got  the  money  too." 
(Tianghter.)  The  person  referred  to  as  a  "  Red  Indian^ 
was  a  gentleman  who  when  he  is  knswn  is  respected — 
Mr.  Lewis,  formerly  member  for  Davenport.  We  thought 
it  necessary,  after  this  announcement  to  the  public,  to  see 
if  Mr.  Chitty  came  here  he  was  not  ''tarred  and  feathered.^ 
Since  Mr.  Merrell  made  these  very  elegant  remarks  he  has 
been  called  '^Tbe  Jingo  of  Headington  Hill/    (A  laugh«) 

Mr.  Cave — Can  you  tell  me  in  what  respect  Mr.  Lewis 
resembles  a  Red  Indian  ?— That  is  always  what  surprised 
me,  and  showed  me  that  Mr.  Morrell  could  not  have 
travelled  far,  or  he  would  not  have  identified  him  with  a 
Bed  Indian.    When  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  were  in  Oxford 
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they  etiffered  most  serious  assaults.  I  am  sure  Mr.  Morrell 
must  regret  now  having  made  such  a  remark.  I  refer  to 
this  to  show  why  we  had  so  many  epecial  constables. 

By  Mr.Kidley — I  thought  it  was  my  duty  to  prevent  any- 
one being  **  tarred  and  feathered,'*  so  that  no  breach  of  the 
peace  should  take  place.  That  was  the  reason  the  police 
were  employed  at  the  May  election.  It  was  generally 
rumoured  that  Mr.  Morrell  would  take  charge  of 
St.  Clement's  and  Cowley  districts,  that  a  sum  of 
money  was  coming,  and  that  even  the  Earl  of  Jersey 
was  going  to  contribute  1,000^.  That  was  not  true.  I  can- 
not tell  who  mentioned  the  matter  to  me.  I  heard 
from  the  Town  Clerk  of  Professor  Burrows'  letter 
being  picked  up.  I  know  nothing  of  the  fete  aimiUi 
of  the  letter.  I  believe  the  story  of  the  letter  having  been 
picked  up  in  the  street,  because  the  boy  who  picked  it  up 
can  be  brought  before  the  Commissioners.  The  common 
rumour  was  that  a  great  deal  more  than  the  ^^(XM,  was 
eoming.  To  my  knowledge  the  Liberals  never  had  any 
foreign  aid  at  elections.  Sir  William  Harcourt  is  a  rich, 
lionerons,  and  kind  man,  and  did  not  want  any  assistance 
from  his  friends.  As  regards  the  petition,  at  first  I  was 
against  it,  but  subsequently  we  met  and  raised  a  guarantee 
fund  of  1,000^.  I  subscribed  50^.  This  was  done  without  the 
knowledge  of  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  and  probably  not  hU  wisbi 
I  do  not  wish  to  represent  that  the  elections  up  to  1874  had 
been  pure»  because  a  large  number  of  persons  were  always 
employed,  and  the  late  Mr.  Neate  was  unseated  r)Q  that  ac- 
fount.  I  never  knew  any  bribery  at  elections,  and 
drunkenness  was  avoided  to  a  great  extent.  I  remember 
that  the  late  Mr.  Langston  used  to  give  11.  to  each  freeman 
'  for  a  plumper  and  10s.  for  a  split  vot«»,  to  all  who  chose 
to  apply;  but  the  law  has  altered  all  that  now. 
Members  at  that  time  were  "chaired,"  and  bands  of  musio 
were  played,  which  cost  a  great  deal  of  money,  t 
have  kept  the  unseating  of  Mr.  Neate  for  excessive  em« 
ployment  before  .my  eyes,  and  I  know  that  this  year  a 
great  number  of  persons  were  employed*  I  under^ 
stand  that  above  two  hundred  persons  were  employed 
at  both  elections,  and  if  you  (the  Commissioners)  h^i  seen 
the  quantity  of  literature  that  was  distributed  you  would  not 
have  thought  that  200  men  were  too  many  to  do  the  work* 
X  was  not  a  party  to  the  engaging  of  meenengers)  and  if 
anyone  applied  to  me  I  referred  them  to  Mr.  Bickertoni 
I  do  not  know  the  exact  number  employed  at  the  May 
election,  but  there  were  a  great  many  more  than  was 
necessary.  I  dare  say  that  620  persons  were  employed,  but 
I  had  no  idea  that  there  was  that  number  at  the  time.  I 
did  not  issue  the  notice,  "£20  Reward."  I  saw  the  name 
of  James  Hughes  at  the  bottom  of  it.  The  Ft  -lice  Committee 
have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  it.  In  my  opinion  there 
waH  a  good  deal  of  bribery,  both  by  the  payment  of  money 
and  colourable  employment  by  the  Conservatives.    I  based 
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tliat  on  genJBrftVrambcr,  and'from  the  fact  that  men  wh^liad 
Toted  Liberal  at  the  first  election,  and  who  were  members 
of  the  Liberal  Association,  voted  Conservative  ia 
Ma^.  It  was  because  of  f^eneral  cumoar  that  la 
thought  there  wa«i  a  change  of  opinion,  and  because  people 
changed  their  colours.  The  extra  police  had  nothing  to  do 
with  finding  out  cases  of  bribery,  and  I  believe  the  Police 
Committee  would  discharge  any  member  of  the  force  yho 
interfered  .in  any  way  in  an  election.  Peeded  was 
convicted  before  a  Judge  of  Assize.  It  is  a  painful  thing 
to  contcadict  the  Bev.  w.  West,  but  I  have  seen  Peedell 
in  thie  gitol  since,  and  I  do  not  consider  him  a  "half-witted 
fellow."  I  never  ordered  any  flags,  but  I  was  worried  to 
death  with  applications  for  them,  and  I  spent  about  13^. 
©ut  of  my  own  pocket  for  them.  I  have  no  doubt  my 
wife  has  the  receipt,  because  she  is  a  woman  who  never 
burns  receipt!^.  (Laughter.)  I  know  now  that  expenditure 
was  illegal,  and  unless  you  give  me  a  certificate  someone 
tiaay  prosecute  me.  (Laughter.)  I  never  had  a  farthing 
from  a  candidate  in  my  life.  I  did  not  protest  against 
the  number  of  flags,  because  it  would  have  been  no  good 
if  I  b<ftd.  The  amount  of  colours  was  something  ehamef  ul. 
I  recollect  taking  off  a  red  and  white  necktie,  and  giving 
it  to  a  fellow  in  the  street,  but  I  do  not  know  who  it  was. 
I  saw  some  boxes  at  the  Central  Committee  room  with  Mr. 
Ohitty's  portrait  on  them.  They  contained  neckties,  aod 
the  one  I  gave  away  was  one  of  them.  As  far  as  my  own 
means  went  I  assisted  cheerfully  in  providing  flags.  I  be- 
lieved they  allayed  the  excitement  instead  of  increasing  it, 
because  people  were  satisfied.  1  do  not  think  the  flags  were 
worth  a  hundredth  part  of  what  they  cost,  bat  the  expendi- 
ture Could  not  be  stopped .  I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Hawkins 
is  in  New  Zealand,  but.  his  leaving  bad  no  more  to  do 
with  the  election  than  I  have  to  do  with  the  Pope  of  Rome. 
(Laughter.)  I  informed  the  Secretary  that  be  was  about 
to  leave  and  there  was  plenty  of  time  to  have  stopped  him. 
Mr.  Ridley—  There  is  a  rumour  that  he  has  not  left  the 
country  at  all. 

'  Aid.  Carr — Mr.  Hia^wkins  gave  up  appointments  worth 
800^.  a  year.  His  wife  told  Mrs.  Carr  the  name  of  the 
ship  in  which  they  were  going  and  the  day  of  leaving  on 
her  calling  to  winb  us  good  bye.  Mr.  Hawkins  has 
purchased  about  17,000  acres  of  land  in  New  Zealand, 
and  was  advised  to  give  up  his  profession  by  hits  medical 
adviser.  Mr.  Hawkins  told  me  that  he  tfaoucbt  the 
election  in  1874  was  A  perfectly  pure  election.  He  was 
not  Town  Clerk  then,  but  was  the  Liberal  agent.  It  is  a 
scandal  to  say  that  thf  giving  of  employment  by  the  Town 
Council  is  iijfluenced  by  politiciBill  motives,  and  I  totally 
deny  it.  I  believe  I  am  on  all  the  Committees  but  two. 
When  I  first  entered  the  Cmncil  the  Conservatives  were 
in  power,  and  they  made  a  Borough  rate.  I  fought  against 
it  with  others,  and  since  that  period  no  Borough  rate  has 
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been  collected  Thcire  is. no  Borongb.rate  now,  owing  to 
.the  good  management  of  the  Council.  J  always  vote, for 
the  man  who  takes  care  of  the  interests  pf  the  City  best. 

By  INir.  Cave— I  did  not  subscribe  or  promise  any  thing 
.  to  the  May  .election,  but  at  the  firat  electi9n  X  paid  22.  or 
.S^..  jtor  poles,  and  13^.  for  colours  out  of  uiyown  pocket. 
When  1  said .  that  190  messengers  were  hot  too  many, 
X  had  i&mind  the  koQiyledge  that  the  other  side  were  em*^ 
ploying  an  unlimited  Lumber.  At  the  May  election  the 
^or4^  Ward  was  qpder  the  management  r  f  .Mri.J3uckerf, 
and  the  remainlSer  of  the  City  under  Mr.  Bicker  ton,  and^ 
ijiiijak  this  diyided  authori^  entailed  the  employment  of  a 
larger  number  of  persoDs.!  don't  know,  that  X  could  give  a 
lint  pf  all  those  whom  .X  have  reason  to  think  have 
changed  their  opinions.  X  remember  pne  whq  had  always 
been  an  .active  and  energetic  Liberal  who  snddeaiy 
chaui^ed  his  colours,  and  told  me  it  had  been  made. worth 
^is  while  ta  alter,  and  a  man  named  il^rench,  of  .the 
Central  Ward,  also  suddenly  changedJ  We  have  now  ho 
BorouKhrate,  but  whether  the  Commission  will,  bring  one 
X  cannot  say.  X  will  make  out  a  list  as  near  as  I '  can  of 
those  whom  I  think  changed  their  opinion  betweei^  the  two 
•lectionp. 

Mr.  .^^i^iff ,  Parish,  examined  ^y  Mr.  Cowie^  said — 
I  live  in  Bridport  Itoad,  Sti.  iElhbe's,  and  have  no  ocuupa> 
Aion«  I  know  a  man.  named  Goodlake  whom  X  saw  dur- 
ing the  election^  .Idid  not.speak  to  him  about  his  vote. 
It  is  not  true  that  I  have  given  or  promised  him  .£10  if  he 
.would  vote  for  .the  Liberals.  X  canvassed  in  the  district 
in.  ^hicb.he  lived..  It  i^  a  great  falsehood  for  anyone  to 
say  that  X  gave  10^.  tor  a  vote«  In  1879  I  was  bound  for 
.10^.  for  Goudlake,  because  he  said  his  landlord  was  going 
>>.t^kehis  goods  for. rent.  .It, was  on  the  17th  of  Sept., 
1879,  and  the  bond  was  discharged  by  me  last.Septemoer. 
X  h%ve  told  Goodlake  that  X  thought  he  ouglit  to  pay  it, 
and  he  said  be  was  not  able. 

.^y  Mr«  G^ve— I  am  afraid  that-Gpodlake  never  will  pay 
.me  back.  '      ' 


TWENTIETH.  DAY.— Saturday,  Not.  6. 

.  The  Commissioners  (Mr..  Cave,  Q.C.,  Mr.  Cowie,  and 
Mr.'  Bidley)  contfaued  tneir  ebquir^  <>ri  Monday  afternoon, 
in  No.,  3  Committee  room,. House  of  Cpmmpnsi' 

The  onlv^  witness  called  was  LieCit.-Ci>l.  Hon.  W.  B. 
.M.  C.  Talbot,  Ser jeant-atr  Arms  of  the  House  of '  Lords, 
ytho  was  examined  by  Mr;  Cave. 
Where  do  you  reside?— Oakington. 
.X>o  you  know  Mr.  Evetts,  Mir.  Hall's  partner  ?— I  saw 
him  once. 

b2 
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Was  that  the  26th  of  April  ?— I  don't  know. 

Can't  yon  remember  the  date  ? — He  called  at  the  Cen- 
tral Consiervative  Office  and  I  saw  him  there. 

Was  that  St.  Stephen's  Chambers?— Yes. 

Who  was  present  on  that  occasion  ? — Sir  William  Hart 
Dyke,  I  think  Mr,  Harvey,  and  Mr.  Skene ;  but  the  con-* 
Tersation  was  with  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke,  Mr.  Evetts, 
and  myself.  I  don't  think  Mr.  Harvey  or  Mr.  Skene  took 
part  in  it. 

Had  yon  any  oommnnication  from  Mr.  Evetts  before  he 
p»meup?— No. 

He  said  he  sent  a  telegram.  Had  yon  seen  any  telegram  ? 
— Not  to  my  recollection. 

When  he  came  up  on  this  occasion  what  passed  between 
you  ?— He  came  to  ask  for  aid  from  the  Central  Office 
towards  Mr.  Hall's  election.  He  told  us  that  Mr.  Hall 
was  absolntely  without  a  shilling  to  fight  the  contest 
himself,  and  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the  election  would 
amount  to  3,500Z.  He  asked  us  to  subscribe  that  amount. 
He  repeated  over  and  over  again  that  Mr.  Hall  had  not  a 
shilling  for  the  contest,  and  that  the  local  subscribers 
were  run  perfectly  dry,  and  unless  the  party  found  the 
whole  of  the  ainount  for  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the 
election  Mr.  Hall  would  not  come  out.  We  then  agreed 
to  find  3,0002. 

That  was  only  part  of  what  he  asked  for?— 3,500f.  he 
put  as  the  lowest.  We  knew  Oxford  was  a  very  expensive 

glace  to  contest.  We  knew  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the 
bnservative  candidate  in  1874  were  nearly  that  amount. 
— over  2,500/.,  and  we  thought  it  by  no  means  an  inor- 
dinate amount.  He  would  nnt  accept  the  sum  of  3,000?., 
but  he  said  he  must  consult  hia  friendi,  and  I  believe  I 
got  a  letter  back  saying  it  had  been  settled  at  Oxford  to 
accept  the  3,000/. 

Did  he  make  any  statement  as  to  the  other  500/. ;  as  to 
how  that  was  to  be  found  ?— None  whatever^ 

Simply  that  they  would  accept  the  3^000/.  ? — ^Simply. 

In  the  course  of  conversation  did  he  ask  for  someone  to 
be  sent  down  to  help  him  ?  -I  don't  remember  that  he 
did. 

I  will  read  to  yon  what  he  says  on  the  subject.  He 
8i^s :  *^  I  had  asked  the  leaders  in  London  to  supply  some 
i^ents  to  help  us  in  carrying  out  the  election.  I  asked 
them,  if  I  remember  aright,  to  send  down  Mr.  Shaw.  I 
meotioned  his  name  amongst  others."  Do  you  remember 
that?— I  don't 

Do  yon  know  Mr.  Matthews  or  Pegler  ?— I  know  Mr. 
pMler. 

What  Mr.  Pegler  ? — I  don't  know  him  of  my  own  know- 
ledge. I  only  know  what  Mr.  Martin  told  me.  He  told 
me  Pegler  was  a  retired  man  of  business  ;  small  but  in- 
dependent ;  that  he  was  a  strong  partizan,  and  was  amdocui 
V»  make  himself  luefal  to  the  party  if  he  could. 
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Ton  learnt  that  from  Mr.  Martin?  Is  he  the 
Secretary  of  the  Junior  Oarlton  Club  ?— Yes. 

When  ?— Sometime  during  the  course  of  the  general 
election. 

That  was  before  Mr.  Evetts  came  up  ? — Yes. 

Sometime  in  the  course  of  February,  March,  or  April  ? — 
It  would  have  been  in  April  I  should  think. 

That  was  the  first  time  you  had  eyer  heard  Mr.  Pegler'a 
name  mentioned  ? — Yes. 

Was  any  Christian  name  mentioned? — No,  I  never  knew 
his  Christian  name. 

Was  any  place  of  residence  mentioned  ? — He  told  me  h« 
Kved  at  Brighton  or  Bath — I  think  one  of  the  watering 
places. 

How  came  Fegler*s  name  to  be  mentioned  ? — Because  I 
happened  to  go  into  Mr.  Martini  room,  and  Pegler  was 
there. 

And  how  came  his  name  to  be  mentioned  ?— He  intro- 
duced me  to  him  in  the  room. 

And  spoke  of  him  as  one  who  was  likely  to  do  something 
for  the  party  ?— Yes. 

Now  did  you  get  him  to  do  anything  for  the  party  at 
any  time  ? — I  did  not. 

Do  you  koow  if  he  went  to  any  place  in  the  general 
election  ? — I  do  not. 

Were  you  aware  he  went  to  Oxford  at  the  bye  election  ? 
—Yes. 

When? — ^I  knew  that  because  Mr.  Martin  told  me  he 
had  heard  from  Oxford  that  Mr.  Chamberlain  had  sent 
a  lot  of  electioneerers  from  Birmingham.  He  had  sent  some 
detectives,  and  Mr.  Pegler  was  there  to  watch  their  pro- 
ceediogs. 

When  was  that— about  what  time  would  that  be?— I 
really  don't  know.  Some  time  before  the  bye  election 
came  off. 

Until  that  conversation  with  Mr.  Martin  were  you 
aware  Mr.  Pegler  was  down  there  ? — I  was  not. 

Or  going  there  ?— No. 

Had  you  sent  anybody  down  at  all  ? — Nobody. 

Did  you  know  of  anybody  going  down  besides  Pegler  ? 
— No  one,  except  the  detectives. 

Were  any  names  given  of  the  detectives  ?— No,  and  I 
don't  know  the  number. 

And  you  sent  the  cheque  down  by  post  ?~ Yes. 

Have  you  the  cheque  ? — I  have  not. 

What  was  the  amount  ?— 3,000^. 

And  on  what  bank  was  it  drawn  ? — Drummond's. 

It  was  drawn  by  yourself,  was  it  not  ? — Yes. 

From  what  source  did  the  money  come  ?— The  monev, 
as  is  usual  on  the  occasions  of  general  elections,  was  sub- 
scribed  by  friends  of  the  party  and  placed  to  the  credit  of 
Sir  William  Hart  Dyke  at  Drummond's  bank.  That  was 
the  source. 
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That  it  was  derived  from  a  j^eaer^l  fand,  and  not  one 
specially  for  the  Oxford  election  ? — Y«8. 

lato:  whose  account  was  the  money  paid  at  Diummnnd's 
bank  ?  You  said  it  was  Sir  William  Hark  Dyke's  ? — Yea, 
but  I  had  the  power  of  drawing  it ;  it  was  in  my  name. 

Then  wha»t  had  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke  to  do  wuhit  ? 
— Nothing, 

How  was. the  money  raised  ? — By.subaorip^on. 

Subscription  amongst  the  party  ?— 'Yes. 

SoJely  by.«ubflcriptiQn7-  -That,  was  so. 

Is  it  usual  to  furnish  mont^y  in  this- way  for  Parlia- 
snentary  contests  ?  —I  believe  so  on  both  sides. 

Has  this  been  done-  in  Any  other  ca^es  in  the  CQ«rae  of 
thegeneral  contests ? — Not  many. 

Was  the  3; 000/.  which  went  to  Oxford  the  balance  .re- 
maining after  the  general  election,  iiad  been -fought  and 
disposed  of,  or  was  there  a  fresh  subscription  ? — Thei^e.waB 
no:8iib8oription.  It  was  part  of  the  balance  .whaqh  .was. 
left,  and  I  had  kept  it  for  the  purpose  .of  defending 
petitions. 

Were  you  aware  that  any  portion  of  the  iQoney  that  was 
80  supplied  was  to  be  paid  to  peraend  in  Oxford  in  repay- 
ment  or  acknowledgment  of  moneys  expended  in  previous 
elections : or  muniisi pal  eontests?— I  gave  the. u^oney  simply 
for  the  contest  in  hand. 

For  the  bye  election  ?  ^Yes. 

You  are  aware,  perhaps,  that  a  portion  of  this. money 
went  to  Mr.  Juggins  and  Mr.Hobdell?— I  knuw  liothing 
of  that  whatever. 

£J10  we  have  been  told  were  given  by  Mr.  Pegler  to  Ii([r. 
Dayman,  Mr.  Walsb'spartoer,  a«d  of.  .that  •  Mr.  Dayman 
handed  over  50/.  to  Mr.  Juggius  and  60/.  to  Mr.  Hobdell, 
in  acknowledgment  or  .repayment  of  sums  th^y  had  ex- 
jpended  in  previous  contents  in  Oxford. — I  never  heard  of 
the  names  of  Mr.  Juggins  or  Mr.  Hobdell. 

Had  you.. any  knowledge  the  money  was  to  be  applied  in 
that  way  ?— Not  the  sligbteQt. 

Was  that  in  accordance  with'  your  intentioQ  when  the 
money  was  handed  ov«r?>-Gertainiy  not.  I  seat  it  dawn 
for  the  legitiiQikte  purposes  of  the  election  only. 

Do  you  know  what  Mr,  Pegler  did  at  Oxford  ? — No. 

You  (lidixot  reoeive  reports  fjcom  him  ? — No. 

Or  Mr.  Martin  ? — No. 

Mr.  R^CQ^ottom  went  down;  do  you  know. anything 
of  that  ?— No. 

Did  you  have  any  coaversatiion  with  Mr.  Mar(iz\  with 
regard  to. the  second  election  ?<— Yes.  He  tojd  me  .p«ople 
were  coming  from  Birminghii.m»  and  we-mutit  endeavpur 
to  meet  them,  as  well  as  we  could,  and:  he  hadi  sent  down 
these  detectives.  I  don't  know  I  had  any  further  oon- 
iversation. 

Was  he  aware  you  had  sent  the  obeque.  (or  3^000/.  ?— I 
may  not  have  told  him,  but  I  can't  remember. 
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Are  you  aWtafa  M.f.  Wal^h  came  to  see  Mi*.  Mairtiti  amd 
got  a  further  sum  of  1,500/.  ? — I  have  seen  it  in  the  evi- 
dence, and  I  have  been  much  astonished  to  pee  it<  I  was 
&ot  a#are  he  got  it  before. 

Do  you  know  from  what  source  the  money  came  ? — 1 
don't  know,  and  what  is  more  I  don't  beheve  it  was  ever 
given.  I  am  sure  if  such  a  sam  h»d  been  collected  at  the 
Junior  Carlton  Club,  I  moat  have  heard  of  it,  and  I 
believe  the  evidence  before  the  Commissioners  is  wrong. 
I  don't  believe  that  sum  was  sent  by  the  party. 

Have  you  seen  Mr.  Martin  libteiy  ?— No, 

Do  you  know  where  he  is  ?— No. 

When  did  you  see  him  last? — I  have  haardly  seen  him 
since  the  sesMon  of  B&rliament.  I  have  been  living  out  of 
town,  and  the  club  has  been  closed  for  repairs.  I  may 
have  seen  him  oncA  or  twice  since  the  session  of  Parliament. 

Is  the  club  open  now  ? — Yes. 

Are  yon  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  the  Junior 
Carlton  Club  ?— No  I  am  not. 

May  I  take  it  that  you  knew  nothing  at  all  of  Mr. 
Pegler's  coming  to  Oxford  until  after  he  went  ? — Yes, 

You  had  no  part  whate/er  in  sending  him  there  ?— No, 

Do  you  recollect  now  anything  being  said  by  Mr.  Evetts 
about  ae^king  that  Bomeone  should  be  sent  down  ?— I  think 
he  did  speak  about  it,  about  sending  someone  to  help  him. 

Are  you  aware  there  was  any  discussion  as  to  sending 
imybody  down  ?— Not  that  I  remember. 

Do  yon  remember  his  mentioning  the  name  of  Mr.Shaw? 
— No;  Idont. 

Had  you  anything  to  do  with  Mr,  Shaw  coming  dowa 
twelve  months  previouely? — No;  I  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  it. 

I  will  read  to  you  what  Mr.  Evettssaid,— "  I  asked  the 
leaders  to  supply  us  with  some  agents  to  help  tis  in 
carrying  out  the  election,  t  asked  them  to  send  down 
Mr.  Shaw,  but  they  said  he  could  not  come.  He  had 
been  down  before  to  aid  us  in  getting  up  the  Working 
Men's  Associations.  I  think  he  is  called  an  organizing 
secretary,  or  something  of  that  kind."  Do  you  know  Mr. 
Shaw  ?  —I  think  I  have  seen  him. 

Had  you  anything  to  do  with  his  coining  to  Oxford  ?— 
No. 

Do  you  recollect  his  name  being  mentioned  on  this 
Monday,  the  26th  of  April  ?— No  ;  1  don't. 

Mr.  Evetts  stated, — "  When  they  said  Mr«  Shaw  could 
not  come,  they  said  they  would  send  somebody."  Do  you 
recollect  that  ?— No. 

You  did  not  send  Mr.  Matthews  down  ? — I  did  not. 

Have  you  ever  sent  him  to  any  other  place?  -No  ; 
Bowhei*e  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Cowie.— In  giving  this  3,000Z.  you  were  not 
depMrtmg  from  the  general  course  adopted  at  the  time  of 
the  general  election?— Certainly  not. 
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Have  yon  any  idea  that  any  part  had  been  spent  in  an 
illegitimate  manner?— No.  Mr.  Evetts  asanred  me  it 
should  not  be. 

Did  you  concern  yourself  in  the  details  of  the  expendi- 
ture after  conveying  it  over  to  Mr.  Evetts  ?— No,  in  no 
way  whatever. 

Did  you  know  in  any  way  what  was  going  on  in  Oxford  ? 
— No,  nothing  at  all.  My  office  was  purely  that  of  doleing 
out  the  money.  I  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
election  in  any  way. 

And  you  did  not  receive  any  report  whatever  during 
the  election  as  to  how  the  money  was  being  spent  ? — No, 
none  whatever. 

Do  you  know  Snowdon  ? — No  ;  I  never  saw  him  that  I 
am  aware  of. 

By  Mr.  Cave. — You  are  aware,  I  think)  you  said  you 
knew  what  the  election  of  1874  cost.^  Did  you  make  any 
enquiry  as  to  what  the  April  election  cost?— We  knew 
somehow.  I  think  Mr.  Evetts  told  us  it  co^t  3,200^. 
.  Did  it  strike  you  that  a  smaller  sum  would  be  required, 
as  the  election  was  only  to  last  a  wet^k  ?— I  thought  more 
would  be  required,  as  it  was  a  sort  of  test,  and  party  feel- 
ing was  running  high.  I  never  was  a  candidate  myself  in 
my  life,  and  I  have  never  canvassed  a  vt)ter.  I  heard 
there  would  be  a  severe  fight.  I  did  not  fix  a  sum  to  be 
given  to  all  these  places.     It  was  not  my  duty  to  do  that. 

Who  fixed  it?— The  whips  of  the  party  principally 
fixed  the  sums. 

Who  decided  the  amount  in  the  Oxford  elections  ?— I 
took  my  share  in  the  decision  for  the  reason  that  the  sum 
was  running  excessively  low,  and  I  was  anxious  to  save 
it  as  much  as  I  could.  I  and  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke 
agreed  to  give  the  sum.  I  am  willing  to  share  the  re- 
sponsibility. 

Did  you  consider  that  with  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke 
before  Mr.  Evetts  came  up?^I  think  we  must  have 
talked  it  over. 

What  led  to  that? — These  sort  of  things  are  always  in 
the  wind.  We  knew  Mr.  Hall  would  want  assistance, 
and  we  talked  it  over  before  Mr.  Evetts  came  np. 

What  led  you  to  think  Mr.  Hall  would  want  assistance  ? 
Because  I  had  given  him  assistance  in  the  April  election. 

What  was  the  assistance  then?— We  sent  him  two 
cheques  for  5002.  each. 

To  whom  were  they  sent  ?— To  Mr.  HalL 

To  Mr.  Hall  personally  ?— Yes. 

This  cheque  for  3,0002.  was  sent  to  Mr.  Evetts  ?— Ye«. 

Why  was  this  sent  to  him  ?— Because  he  came  up  and 
asked  for  it. 

Did  Mr.  Hall  ask  for  the  other  ones  ?— Beally  I  don't 
know,  I  can't  remember  whether  he  did  or  not.  Mr. 
Evetts  being  a  partner  of  Mr.  Hall  we  ihonght  it  right  to 
Bend  it  to  him. 
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Did  the  two  cheqaes  of  6002.  each  come  from  the  BAind 
fund  ?— Yes. 

And  these  cheques  were  also  drawn  by  yonrself  T^Tes; 

Had  you  any  knowledge  at  all  that  yoar  cheque  was 
brought  back  to  Loudon  and  cashed  ? — Yes. 

When  did  you  learn  that  ?— Mr.  Pegler  brought  it  to  me. 

When  was  that?— I  really  don't  know; 

Do  you  recollect  the  date  it  was  sent  down  ?— I  think  it 
was  sent  down  on  the  Wednesday,  but  I  can't  recollect. 

Do  you  remember  the  day  Mr.  Pegler  brought  it  back  t 
—The  Thursday  or  Friday. 

Where  did  he  bring  it  to? — Hd  brought  it  to  me  at  the 
Junior  CarltoA  Club. 

Is  he  a  member  ?~By  the  evidence  I  see  he  is  not,  but  I 
always  believed  him  to  be  so. 

What  did  he  say  when  he  brought  it  back  ? — He  said  he 
had  instructions  from  Oxford  to  ask  me  to  give  one  to 
bearer  instead.  It  was  thought  at  Oxford  that  if  this 
cheque  was  cashed  in  the  City  it  would  be  known  that 
Mr.  Hall  was  not  fighting  with  his  own  money,  and  he 
would  be  pretty  nearly  sure  to  lose  his  election. 

Had  the  cheque  been  made  out  to  Mr.  Evetts's  order  f 
-Yes. 

And  he  had  endorsed  it?— I  really  don't  know. 

What  did  he  say  when  he  made  this  application  ?-<^I 
asked  him  the  reason  and  he  gave  me  this  as  a  reason; 

And  what  then  ? — I  was  going  out  of  town.  Mr; 
Pegler  found  me  out,  I  left  my  bag  at  the  Junior  Oarlton 
and  was  going  then  to  fetch  it,  and  he  met  me  on  the  stepiet 
with  the  cheque^  and  asked  me  to  give  him  one  in  return. 
I  told  him  I  had  not  got  one,  and  I  said  I  was  going  out 
of  town  and  had  hardly  time  to  catch  my  train;  He  said 
will  you  be  back  to-morrow  morningj  and  added  that  he 
was  not  going  to  Oxford  till  the  following  day,  and  if  he 
had  the  cheque  by  half -past  nine  it  would  be  in  time;  The 
only  alternative  was  to  go  to  the  Bank  and  get  one,  ftnd  I 
went  to  the  Bank  and  gave  t  him  a  cheque  and  left 
him. 

Did  Mr.  Pegler  give  any  reason  Why  he^  rather  thMffn. 
anyone  else,  should  be  in  possession  of  the  cheque  ? — No^ 
he  did  not. 

Did  yon  make  any  enquiry  as  to  bow  he  came  by  the 
cheque  ?— I  asked  him,  and  he  gpave  me  that  reason^ 

Did  you  ask  the  reason  why  he  should  be  the  person  to 
bring  it  back^  rather  than  Mr.  Evetts  for  instance? — 
No. 

Then  you  took  the  cheque ;  did  you  give  him  one  in 
return? — Yef»j  to  bearer. 

Was  that  at  Drummond's  — Yes. 

Did  he  tell  you  he  was  going  to  take  it  down  in  gold  ?-~ 
He  did  not. 

Did  you  conjecture  that  ? — I  did  not  conjecture.    It  was  ' 
immaterial  how  he  cashed  it. 
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You  knew  of  coarse  his  bringing  it  back  waa  to  return 
with  notes  and  gold  t — I  suppose  that  was  it. 

Have  you  ever  enquired  what  was  done  with  the  money  7 
—No, 

Not  from  anyone  at  all  ?— No.  ^ 

Have  you  had  any  communication  with  Mr.  Hall  on  the 
subject  ?— None  whatever.    I  don't  even  know  him. 

You  might  have  had  communication  Without  knowing 
him  ? — I  have  had  no  communication  and  I  don*t  kno^ 
him. 

Had  you  any  communication  with  Mr.  £vett»  about  it  7 
—No. 

And  after  you  parted  with  Mr.  Fegier  at  the  bank  yon 
.  made  no  further  enquiry  of  any  kind  ? — None  whatever. 

Was  money  sent  from  the  Carlton  in  this  form  to  any 
other  of  the  places  at  which  Commissions  have  been  held  f 
— It  is  a  myth  that  the  Carlton  sends  it* 

From  this  fund  ?— Yes. 

Canterbury  ? — Nothing  was  sent  there. 

Sandwich  ?— No. 

Macclesfield  ?—!  think  there  was  some  sent  to  Maccles* 
field. 

Chester  ? — There  was  some  sent  to  defend  the  petition^ 
but  whether  there  was  any  for  the  election  I  don*t  know« 

Boston  ? — I  tbiok  not. 

Gloucester  ? — I  believe  not, 

Knaresboroagh  ? — ^No. 

There  is  one  oth&r  question  I  want  to  ask  you.  May  1 
take  it  thai  when  money  is  sent  for  from  the  fund  no 
enquiries  are  made  as  to  the  application  of  it?— It  i» 
always  understood  that  it  is  for  the  legitimate  purposoR  of 
the  election,  and  in  99  cases  out  of  100  I  probably  mention 
that  when  I  send  it. 

No  account  was  ever  asked  for  or  furnished  ? — No. 

By  Mr.  Kidley.— This  money  is  raised  entirely  by 
private  subscription?— Yes. 

At  what  periods  are  the  sabsoripdons  asked  for— ^in  iher 
anticipation  of  a  general  election  ? — Yes. 

Just  at  that  period  ?— Yes. 

And  after  the  election  is  over  that  fund  is  not  renewed 
or  replenished  until  the  anticipation  of  another  general 
election  ?--!  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  accidentally 
took  the  post  for  six  weeks.  I  really  have  nothing  to  do 
with  it. 

Then  the  Carlton  has  nothing  to  do  with  it  ?— Nothing 
whatever. 

Could  not  Pegler  have  cashed  Mr.  Evetta^s  cheque  in 
London  ?— I  really  don't  know.  It  never  struck  ma  at 
all.  He  asked  m«  to  give  one  to  bearer,  and  I  did  so.  I 
jpresume  he  could  not  cash  it  or  he  would  not  have  asked 
for  another. 

You  question  the  statement  of  Mr.  Walsh  that  1,5001; 
was  advanced  ? — Yes., 
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Have  you  made  any  inqairy  abont  it  ? — No,,  but  I  am 
enre  I  should  have  heard  if  any  such  sum  had  been  coU 
lected  at  any  of  the  clnba. 

It  appears  the  1,5002.  came  from  Bomewhero. — ^I  don't 
believe  it  It  never  oame  from  me»  and  I  should  think  it 
improbable  that  it  could  come  from  the  Club  without  my 
knowinf?  it  I  don^  believe  it  simply.  The  GommiBsionera 
are  better  judges  than  I  am. 

His  statement  was  that  he  received  1^000?.  as  a  gift,  and 
5001.  as  a  loan  ?— I  know  nothing  about  it^^  and  I  don't 
believe  it  was  had  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Gowie — When  Pegler  asked  yon  to  change  the 
chemie  for  one  payable  to  order  to  bearer,  had  you  seen 
Mr.  Martin  and  heard  that  Mr.  Pegler  was  gone  to  Oxfordf 
^Yes. 

Andyou  were  not  sarprised  at  his  bringing  the  cheque  ? — 
No.  i  really  believed  him  to  be  a  member  of  the  Club. 
I  had  seen  him  on  the  staim  and  in  the  Secretary's  room, 
and  I  trusted  him  more  than  if  I  had  not  seen  him  before. 

By  Mr.  Cave — Was  any  reason  given  why  he  should 
Appear  in  the  Oxford  election  ?— Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

With  regard  to  cashing  the  cheque.  I  understood  the 
reason  Pegler  gave  for  not  cashing  the  cheque  in  Oxford 
was  that  if  it  was  found  out  he  would  be  likely  to  lotte  the 
election  ? — ^Tbat  was  the  reason  he  gave.  It  would  preju- 
dice Mr.  Hall's  chances  of  winning  the  election. 

Can  you  explain  how  it  was  the  money  was  not  paid  to 
Mr.  Hall? — i  can't  tell  you  that.  I  can  only  tell  you 
what  happened  to  me.  I  think  it  very  natural,  because  I 
knew  Mr.  Hall  had  the  reputation  of  being  a  wealthy  man, 
and  if  it  came  out  he  had  no  funds  it  would  naturally  pre- 
judice the  election. 

It  was  not  that  which  was  present  to  my  mind,  but  how 
the  knowledge  would  be  obviated  by  the  money  going 
down  in  notes  and  gold,  and  not  by  cheque  ^— That  was  no 
business  ci  mine.    X  give  the  Btory  as  it  was  told  to  me. 

The  obvious  course  would  be  to  apply  to  one's  bankers 
and  obtain  the  money. — I  was  in  a  great  hurry.  I  wrote 
the  cheque  and  got  o€[  as  fast  as  I  could. 

Did  it  not  strike  you  afterwards? — No. 

Just  think.  A  cheque  would  be  paid  into  the  bank, 
the  bank  send  it  to  London,  and  have  it  credited  in  the 
account  in  that  way.  Was  the  first  cheque  endorsed  ? — 
Tes. 

And  it  would  be  paid  in  the  b»nk  and  placed  to  the  ac- 
count of  those  who  paid  it  in— Mr.  Hall's  or  Mr.  Bvetta's 
*— as  the  case  might  be.  How  would  that  be  more  likely  to 
be  known  than  S  the  3,000^.  came  down  in  notes  and  gold  ? 
— I  don't  know.  The  reason  never  went  through  my  mind 
at  all.  I  took  it  as  it  was  said,  and  I  believed  it,  and  I 
believe  it  now. 

Now  with  regard  to  the  money  sent  to  ^ther  places. 
Have  you  sent  it  in  xiotes  or  cheque  ?— Ghieques. 
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Have  yon  any  other  instance  of  a  cheque  coming  back  ? 
rr-No,  bat  a  number  of  mstances  where  members  don^ 
wish  their  names  to  be  in  the  cheque.  It  is  not  unuBual 
for  candidates  to  object  to  have  their  names  in  the  cheque. 

Tliat  I  can  understand.— That  is  precisely  the  same 
thing. 

The  enquiry  was  then  adjaumed  until  Saturday  at  two 
o'clock. 


TWENTY-FIRST  DAY— Satubday,  Nov.  13. 

The  Cbmmiseioners  sat  to-day  in  Ko.  3  Committee 
Boom  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Douglas  who  described  himself  as  a  country 
gentleman  and  a  magistrate,  residing  at  Everleigh,  near 
Christchurch,  in  Hampshire,  examined  by^  Mr.  Cowie, 
said  he  attended  in  consequence  of  a  communcation  which 
he.  had  received  at  the  Junior  Carlton  Club  from  the 
secretary  of  the  Commission.  It  was  addressed  to  Mr. 
Martin,  and  was  forwarded  to  him  as  the  present  secretary. 
Be  held  the  office  of  secretary  to  the  club  for  eight  years 
before  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Martin  two  years  ago,  and 
during  the  eight  years  Mr.  Martin  was  assistant  secretaryj^ 
naving  been  a  clerk  at  the  dub  from  its  formation. 

Do  you  know  where  Mr.  Martin  is  now  ? — I  do  not^ 

Are  his  lettisrs  addressed  to  the  Club  forwarded  to  him? 
r-No)  they  are  not.;  they  are  presumed  to  refer  to  Club 
flatters. 

As  far  as  you  know  are  letters  forwarded  to  an  address 
thac  he  left  ? — None  at  all ;  certainly  not  from  the  Club. 

When  did  Mr.  Martin  last  attend  at  the  Club  ?— I  can't 
tell  you.  i  have  been  in  the  country,  and  I  came  up  J 
think  on  the  26th  of  Oct.  for  one. day,  when  I  heard  Mr. 
Martin  bad  disappeared.  X  said  if  I  could  be  of  any  use 
to  the  Committee  my  services  would  be  at  their  disposal 
gratuitously. 

You  volunteered  your  services? — I  did.  I  believe  a 
Committee  was  called  the  next  day,  for  they  sent  a  very 
flattering  letter* 

Did  ^ou  hear  from  the  Committee  how  long  they  had 
been  without  a  secretary  ? — No,  I  don^t  think  they  men- 
tioned that.  It  must  have  been  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks. 

Can  you  tell  us  whether  Mr.  Martin  was  acting  as 
secretary  in  any  part  of  October?— I  can^t  say  positively, 
but  I  think  sa.  I  think  it  was  somewhere  about  th^  IList 
^e^  in  October  tl^t  he  disappeftred. 
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When  were  yon  last  at  the  Ghib  before  the  26th  of  Oct. 
when  yon  had  this  commanication  ?  —  I  can't  tell  yoa 
definitely,  bnt  I  think  it  must  have  been  in  the  early  part 
of  September.    I  don't  come  up  to  town  very  often  now. 

I  forgot  to  ask  you  where  you  reside?— At  "Everleigh," 
three  miles  from  Christ  Church,  in  Hampshire. 

Were  you  about  the  Club  in  April  and  May  of  this  year  ? 
—No,  not  at  all. 

Do  you  know  anything  at  all  of  what  Mr.  Martin  was 
doing  in  connection  with  the  general  election  ?— Nothing 
whatever  beyond  what  is  recorded  in  the  Club  books. 

And  do  the  books  record  anything  in  the  nature  of  a 
Bobecription  with  reference  to  the  general  election  ?— Not 
a  subscription.  There  is  a  grant,  at  the  time  for  the 
petition  at  the  end  of  July. 

For  the  petition  in  respect  of  the  Oxford  election? — 
Tes.  A  grant  of  money  was  made  by  the  Committee  for 
the  Oxford  petition. 

In  support  or  i^ainst  the  petition  ? — To  enable  Mr.  Hall 
to  fight  it. 

For  the  respondent,  then?— Yes,  at  least  I  imagine  so, 
but  the  wording,  as  ^ar  as  I  can  remember,  is  "  for  the 
Oxford  petition."    In  fact  I  know  it  is. 

A  grant  of  money  from  the  funds  of  the  Club  ? — Yes, 
£500. 

Do  the  books  show  whether  there  was  a  special  sub- 
scription or  whip  with  reference  to  the  expenses  of  the 
Oxford  petition  ?— No,  there  was  no  subscription  in  con- 
nection with  the  Committee  in  any  way,  or  it  would  be 
recorded.  I  heard  a  rumour  that  a  subscription  hat  was 
going  round  for  the  petition,  but  I  did  not  subscribe  to 
it,  and  I  can't  speak  definitely  on  the  subject. 

Was  this  grant  of  £500  out  of  the  general  club  fund,  or 
s  special  fund  for  election  expenses  ? — It  was  out  of  the 
GluD  funds  under  a  power  which  the  Committee  have  to 
devote  a  certain  portion  of  the  subscriptions  to  party 
purposes.  The  contributioDS  of  the  Club  for  party  pur- 
poses were  generally  paid  to  the  Central  Office  to  be  at  the 
disposal  of  the  whips  of  the  party. 

Who  decides  whether  £500  or  a  smaller  sum  should  be 
given  ? — The  Committee. 

Is  there  any  record  of  how  the  £500  was  paid  away  ?— 
Nothing  beyond  that  it  was  for  the  Oxford  election  petition. 

In  the  ordinary  course  it  would  be  paid  by  cheque  on 
the  bankers  ? — No,  I  think  it  has  generally  been  paid  by 
the  whips  of  the  party. 

In  London? — Yes.  On  this  occasion  I  think  it  was 
for  a  definite  purpose,  which  is  not  ordinarily  the  case. 

The  books  would  not  show  to  whom  it  was  paid  ?— No, 
they  would  not.  It  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to 
pay  the  money  over.  I  must  tell  you  the  £500  was  not 
advanced  as  a  donation,  but  as  a  loan  for  the  Oxford 
petition. 
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Can  yoa  say  from  memory  what  date  attaches  to  that 
memorandaca?— Qaits  the  eod  of  July — the  27th  I 
think. 

Would  it  be  a  regular  course,  from  what  yoa  know  in 
connectioi^  with  the  Club,  to  pay  the  same  to  tlie  solicitor 
at  Oxford  engaged  for  Mr.  HttU  ? — ^According  to  my  own 
experiei^ce  no  payments  were  made  in  that  way.  They 
were  always  made  by  the  Central  Office  in  London. 

You  are  unable  to  say,  from  what  you  know  of  the 
records,  how  this  money  was  paid  ?— Quite. 

Now  did  you  notice  in  the  records  of  the  Club  any  other 
entry  in  connection  with  the  Oxford  election  this  year  ?-  I 
have  looked  carefully  tihrough  the  books  of  the  Club,  but 
there  is  no  other  entry  relating  to  the  election. 

Have  you  found  any  entry  relating  to  the  mm  of  £1,000  ? 
— None  whatever.  That  is  the  sum  I  heard  a  rumour 
about  as  being  collected  outside  the  Club.  It  was  cer- 
tainly not  made  with  the  sanction  of  the  Committee. 

Have  you  heard  of  a  rumour  of  £1,000  being  collected 
duttside  the  Club  for  the  Oxford  election  ? — Not  the  elec- 
tion, but  the  petition.  What  became  of  it,  and  how  it 
was  disposed  of,  I  don't  know. 

Have  you  heard  to  whom  that  was  paid  ?—  No,  I  have  noi^ 
and  I  really  don't  know  anything  about  it  bevond  rumour. 
The  first  I  heard  of  it  was  when  Colonel  Talbot  was  here. 

You  have  heard  probably  that  Col.  Talbot  said  he  did 

not  believe  it  ?— That  made  me  ask,  and  I  heard  a  rumour 

that  such  a  collection  had  been  made,  but  not  with  the 

official  knowledge  of  the  Committee.    My  enquires  lead 

*me  to  believe  there  was  such  a  collection. 

Can  you  name  any  person  who  gave  you  such  definite 
information  as  to  lead  you  to  believe  that? — No,  only 
rumour  says  1000^.  must  have  been  collected.  No  doubt  a 
bat  went  round. 

You  have  heard  sufficient  to  induce  you  to  believe  the 
report  is  true?— Yes, 

i>id  you  hear  it  from  a  member  of  the  Committee  ?— No, 

Did  any  communication  take  place  between  the  Com- 
mittee and  Mr.  Martin  after  he  disappeared  from  the 
Club  ? — No ;  that  I  am  certain  of. 

Have  they  heard  from  him? — No.  There  has  been  no 
communication  whatever,  I  may  say  positively,  with  him 
and  the  Committee,  or  me.  8ome  say  he  is  in  Scotland, 
and  others  that  he  is  abroad.  My  own  impression  is 
that  he  is  abroad,  but  I  don't  know  where  he  is. 

Did  he  leave  abruptly,  or  give  any  notice  to  the  CoiQ' 
mittee  that  he  was  going  away  ?— He  gave  no  notice.  He 
had  no  leave  of  absence. 

And  he  has  ceased  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Club  ?— The 
letter  to  me  was  that  the  post  was  vacant  and  i^ed  me 
if  I  would  take  it. 

Do  you  know  of  any  resolution  being  come  to  with 
regard  to  his  losing  the  office  ?•— There  is  no  such  resolu- 
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tioD,  bat  the  one  appointing:  me  states  that  I  was  appointed 
temporarily  at  my  desire,  owing  to  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  absence  of  Mr.  Martin. 

Is  that  all  the  reeord  there  is  in  the  Club  books  ? — ^YeS) 

By  Mr.  Cave— The  Christian  name  of  Mrt  Martin  is 
Charles.  I  have  known  him  16  years.  He  succeeded  me 
in  January  1878.  I  took  charge  in  1870  when  the  Club 
moved  into  the  new  premises  in  Pali  MalL  Mr.  Martin 
was  raised  from  Clerk  to  be  Sub-Secretary.  I  had  a  good 
opinion  of  him  as  a  man  of  business.  I  backed  his  appoint^ 
ment,  and  the  Committee  unanimously  appointed  him 
when  I  lefti 

During  the  time  you  vrete  there,  did  you  know  him  to 
take  part  in  any  contested  election  ?— None  whatever. 

Mr.  Walsh  told  us  that  he  received  the  £1,500  on  or 
before  the  18th  of  July*— I  cannot  dispute  Mr.  Walshes 
evidence,  but  it  did  not  come  from  the  Club,  or  there  must 
be  some  conf  asion,  as  the  sums  I  have  mentioned  were  of 
later  date. 

Mr.  Cave— It  could  not  be  a  later  date  because  it  is 
credited  to  him  in  the  bank  book  on  that  day* 

Mr.  Douglas — I  should  state  that  I  find  the  books  and 
accounts  of  the  Club  in  tbe  most  perfect  or  ler. 

Do  you  find  in  the  books  of  the  Club  any  reference  to 
Mr.  Pegler? — None  whatever. 

Do  you  know  him  ? — I  a  m  not  sure.  There  was  a  Mr* 
Pegler  who  when  I  was  in  charge  provided  linen  for  the 
Club,  and  I  have  paid  him  bills  and  so  forth  once  or  twicer 
He  had  a  moor,  and  once  or  twice  sent  me  grcmse.  I  don't 
know  his  Christian  name. 

What  was  his  business  at  that  time  ? — I  thought  he  was 
a  linen  draper  All  the  table  cloths  of  the  Club  came  from 
him. 

Did  he  get  them  from  somewhere  else  oi'  supply  them 
himself  ?— I  imagined  he  had  a  large  factory. 

WHere  did  he  live  ?— 1  don't  know,  but  Leeds  I  think—* 
somewhere  in  the  norths 

Do  you  know  whether  that  is  the  Mr.  Pegler  who  went 
to  Oxford  7—1  have  not  heard  anything  of  his  going  to 
Oxford. 

You  are  not  able  to  say  the  man  you  know  is  tbe  same 
man  ?— Not  at  all. 

Did  you  ever  see  Mr.  Pegler  in  the  Clubafter  you  vacated 
the  post  of  Secretary  ?— N  ever* 

Mr.  Kidley — I  suppose  it  is  never  the  practice  for  the 
secretary  to  advance  money  on  an  informal  resolution  aod 
then  have  it  formally  entered  afterwards  ?—  Never.    The  ^ 

money  is  never  advanced  until  the  Committee  have  come  f) 

to  a  conclusion  about  it. 

I  understood  you  to  say  it  was  not  the  practise  for  the 
secretary  to  advance  money  to  elections  directly,  but  when-' 
ever  it  was  paid  it  was  by  the  whips  ? — I  must  qualify 
that*   When  I  first  became  secretary  there  was  a  Political 


240 

Committee,  and  I  was  largely  instramental  in  gettinfi;  rid 
of  it  aa  a  dangerous  element.  The  late  Solicitor-Generid 
felt  strongly  that  it  was  a  mistake.  It  was  the  duty  of 
that  Committee  to  determine  what  sums  should  be  granted 
and  to  whoip,  but  it  only  existed  for  a  short  time,  and  after 
it  was  abolished  any  money  that  was  Tot  »d  went  straight 
to  the  whips  of  the  party. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Walsh  was  not  acting  in  the  election 
petition  ? — I  never  heard  his  name  until  a  few  days  ago.  I 
know  nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  Cave — How  are  cheques  drawn?— They  are  signed 
by  two  Committee  men  and  counter-signed  by  the  secretary. 

Mr.  Ridley— Is  there  a  promissory  note  amongst  the 
papers  of  the  Club  ?— I  heard  of  a  promissory  note  but  I 
have  not  seen  it  or  heard  anything  of  it. 

Will  you  look  for  it  ?— I  don't  think  it  exists  in  the  Club. 
I  have  made  search  for  it  but  cannot  find  it. 

Did  you  hear  there  was  such  a  document  except  from 
the  evidence ?— No,  that  is  all. 

Then  Mr.  Martin  must  have  taken  it  with  him  ?— 
Possibly.    That  I  don't  know. 

Have  you  asked  whether  the  bankers  have  got  it  ? — No. 

Where  did  Mr.  Martin  live  when  he  waa  Secretary  ?— ^ 
He  has  a  house  somewhere  in  the  west  of  London.  I  can 
easily  get  the  address. 

What  sort  of  a  man  is  Pegler,  who  provided  the  linen  for 
the  Club  ? — Quite  an  old  man. 

Who  are  the  bankers  of  the  Club?— Messrs.  HerrieSj 
Farquhar  and  Co. 

The  Hon.  Francis  Parker,  examined  by  Mr.  Ridley^ 
said — I  am  a  barrister  and  a  member  of  the  Oxford  Cir- 
cuit. I  took  a  part  in  the  election  of  May  in  the  Cowley 
district  in  canvassing.  I  bad  canvass  sheets  and  returned 
on  them  the  answers  I  got  from  the  voters  to  theCommittee 
room— Mr.  Thomas'.  I  canvassed  as  near  as  I  can 
recollect  about  four  days  towards  the  end  of  the  election. 

Do  you  know  anything  of  the  number  of  men  employed 
as  clerks  and  messengers  ?— No,  I  did  not  know  there 
were  so  many.  I  only  saw  three  or  four  in  the  room  at  once.- 

You  don't  know  that  so  many  as  86  people  wete  em- 
ployed under  Mr.  Thomas  at  that  Committee  room,  if  not 
more?— No.  I  can't  say  if  Mr.  Benwell  went  with  me. 
I  don't  think  he  did.  My  duties  were  confined  to  can- 
vassing. I  saw  Mr.  Thomas  but  he  did  not  consult  with 
me  as  to  the  employment  of  people.  One  day  someone 
dame  in  and  wanted  to  be  put  on  as  a  messenger.  Mr.- 
Thomas  saidy  *'  Take  him  on,"  and  I  said  I  thought  there 
were  enough  alre&dy.  That  was  within  three  or  four  days 
of  the  election. 

Did  Mr.  Thomas  make  any  answer  ? — He  said  it  would 
not  matter,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Can  you  give  any  idea  of  the  proportion  of  promises  ?— =- 
I  am  sorry  to  say  I  can't.    As  far  as  I  know  they  were 
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ttktisfactory.  I  did  not  make  any  observation  on  the  canvasa 
bonks  beyond  what  I  have  stated. 

Did  you  find  on  canvassing  that  voters  had  been  em- 
ployed?— No. 

Did  you  come  across  any  voters  who  said  they  were  em- 
ployed by  Mr.  Thomas?— No.  . 

Savage,  you  say,  was  employed.  You  assumed  he  was- 
a  voter  f— Yes. 

Did  you  go  to  the  people  employed  on  the  other  side  ? — 
We  were  not  told  whether  they  were  employed  or  not. 

Had  you  any  idea  what  was  going  on  on  the  other  side  ? 
—No,- 1  had  not. 

Had  you- any  reason  to  suspect  any  corrupt  practices? 
Do  yon  know  of  any  treating  ?~No,  I  canH  say  I  do.  The 
colours  were  about  the  same  on  both  sides. 

Do  you  know  of  anything  like  bribery  on  the  other  side  ? 
—I  can't  say  I  do. 

Had  you  any  reason  to  think  they  weie  employing  a 
large  number  of  people?— Ob,  yes;  by  seeing  people 
FUtining  about  with  red  in  their  coats  and  the  rosettes. 

You  assumed  that  when  people  ran  about  with  colours 
they  were  employed  ?^— When  I  saw  them  with  papers  in 
their  hands.  I  aon*t  knowMr.  Kevpson.  I  assisted  in 
bringing  a  few  voters  up  on  the  polling  day. 

Do  you  know  anything  about  refreshments  ?— I  know 
that  at  the  Committee-room  I  attended  on  the  day  of  the 
poll  there  were  sandwiches  and  sherry. 

Do  you  know  of  treating  on  the  other  side.— No,  I  do  not. 

Did  you  (now  the  people  who  wei-e  employed  were 
voting  ? — Well,  1'  knew  one  cabman  was,  but  I  did  not 
know  that  manv  voters  were  doing  so. 

Mr.  Care- Have  you  anything  to  complain  of  the  poll- 
ing arrangements  n^ade  by  the  Mayor  ?— No,  but  I  thought 
they  were  inclined  ^  foe  a  ]itt)e  one-sided.  I  have  been  a 
member  of  the  Junior  Oarltoh  Club  four  or  five  years,  I 
am  on  the  C^mmitte«. 

Do  you  know  anything  of  the  snm  of  l\tOi&l,  Mr. 
Walsh  said  he  got  ?— I  do  not,  beyond  what  I  have  seen 
in  the  repoits. 

Mr.  Stuart  Sim,  a  barrister  of  the  Oxford  Circuit, 
exandned  by  Mr.  Cowie,said— In  May  I  received  a  note 
from  Mr.  Hall,  and  I  went  to  Oxford,  and  was  aesinted  by 
Mr.  Stratton,.  Mr.  Bennett,  and  Mr.  Radcliffe  Cook  in 
the  Hincksey  district.  My  duties  were  almost  entirely 
confined  to  canvassing.  It  was  about  two  miles  out  of 
Oxford,  and  the  chief  time  to  catch  the  men  was  about 
dinner  or  tea  tine.  At  other  times  I  would  go  to  different 
parts  of  Oxford.  I  did  not  have  anything  to  do  with 
employing  or  paying  persons. 

Did  you  notice  the  number  of'  persons  employed? — I 
have  read  Colonel  HalPs  evidencethat  there  were  twelve. 
There  might  have  been  tweivethe  night  before  the  poUins; 
aad  the  poSing  day,  but  dwing  the  canvass  I  shotrid  not 
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thiok  there  were  more  than  four  or  five.    That  I  dont 
think  is  an  outside  number  considering  the  district. 

Then  you.  never  saw  more  than  four  or  five  employed 
until  the  polling  day  ? — No.  I  don't  think  there  wer& 
more  than  two  or  three. 

And  the  persons  you  canvassed  were  artizana  ? — Chiefly 
astizans — a  very  intelligent  set  of  men. 

Did  you  find  any  of  them  were  employed  by  the  Com-, 
mittee? — ^Very  few  indeed.  I  can  tell  you  the  number  of 
voters  employed.  I  have  a  oopy  of  the  list  of  clerks  and 
messengers. 

Did  you  make  it  up  yourself  ?— It  is  a  copy  made  by  me 
the  night  before  the  election..  We  had  a  meeting  to  arrange 
matters  for  the  polling,  and  there  were  present  Col.  Hall 
and  myself,  and  others  connected  with  the  Association. 
A  message  was  brought  down  from  the  Central  Committee 
Koom  to  put  on  extra  orderlies  to  protect  our  voters,  as 
there  was  a  rumour  that  we  might  expect  intimidation  by 
the  Birmingham  men. 

You  thereupon  made  arrangements  for  an  extra  number  t' 
-•-Some  of  the  members  of  the  Association  volunteered  to 
be  at  the  polling  booth  to  look  after  th»  voters^  and  I  sup- 
pose some  of  the  messengers  were  put  on.  There  were 
nine  orderlies  on  the  polling  day.  One  or  two  might  have 
be(»n  messengers  befoie. 

Does  the  list  give  anything  else  besides  the  list  Gf  the 
orderlies  ?— Two  ticking  clerks,  who  ticked  off  the  names 
of  the  voters  as  they  voted,  and  sent  off  sl%>s.  They  were 
employed  for  the  polling  day  only.  One  took  the  slips  to. 
St,  Aldate's  Committee-room,  and  the  other  to  Hincksey.. 
WepoUed  in  the  St.  Aldate's  district.  I  make  13  altogether.. 

Were  there  any  more  ?— There  were  three  messengers 
on  duty  at  the  Committee  room. 

Are  there  any  others  ? — No,  I  think  not. 

Were  you  from  time  to  time  applied  to  for  employment  ? 
No,  on  no  occasion.  I  never  was  even  asked  for  a  glass  of 
beer.  A  person  asked  me  for  a  cigar,  but  I  refused  to  give 
it  him. 

Did  you  refer  any  candidates  for  employment  to  CoL 
Hall? — No,  Mr.  Walsh  asked  me  to  see  that  there  were 
Bo  corrupt  practices. 

Had  you  any  rea«ion  to  believe  there  were  corrupt 
practices  in  Hinckaey  ?~I  had  an  intimation  throut?h  Mr. 
Haynes  that  there  were  two  people  who  had  named  their 
price.    I  will  give  you  their  names  if  you  like. 

Who  is  Haynes  ? — A  sort  of  volunteer  assistant  who  came 
.down  with  the  view  of  making  himself  generally  usefoL 
The  two  people  I  refer  to  were  father  and  son.  When  I 
canvassed  them  I  had  some  subpicion  that  they  were  hold- 
ing out  for  money,  and  I  left  them  and  did  not  call  again. 
This  is  the  only  instance  that  came  to  my  knowledge. 

What  were  the  names  of  these  persons?— Parrat^.—  ik 
SQ^all.  publican. 


!Do  you  kfiow  whether  these  persons— father  and  soti — 
'or  either  were  employed  afterwards? — I  am  not  sure 
whether  they  were  employed  on  the  other  side  or  not. 
They  were  not  employed  by  us.  We  took  no  more  notice 
"ofthem. 

Not  in  any  way  ?— Of  course  I  can  only  speak  of  &inck<> 
'sey  ;  not  to  my  knowledge.  I  had  ^ome  impression  one 
was  employed  on  the  other  side  at  Hincksey,  but  I  am  not 
sure. 

Do  yon  know  whether  there  were  any  refreshments 
given  on  the  day  of  the  pollt — ^Ko ;  there  were  not  in 
Hincksey,  but  I  believe  the  members  of  the  Association 
'and  those  bringing  up  votern  had  breaktast  together  and 
made  their  final  arracg'^nients  fqir  taking  voters  to  the  poll. 
No  refreshments  were  given  to  any  of  the  men  in  Hinck'* 
sey  before  the  polling  day  or  on  the  "polling  day.  1  think 
the  slip  clerks  who  could  not  leave  the  polling  booth  had 
^sandwiches  sent  to  them.  On  the  polling  day  I  brought 
up  some  of  the  voters.  I  was  personation  and  canvass- 
ing agent,  and  I  was  in  and  out  of  the  polling  booth.  I 
looked  after  tl^e  voters' generally  and  saw  that  those  whose 
duty  it  was  to  bring  up  voters  had  done  so. 

Did  you  obse'rve  any  persons  go  to  the  polling  booth 
who  were  employed? — I  can't  say  that  I  observed  them. 

Do  you  know  whether,  as  a  rule,  persons  employed  on 
the  other  side  came  to  vote  ? — I  know  some  of  them  did. 
I  can  hardly  say  I  know  they  did,  but  some  of  them  were 
marked  off  as  having  voted. 

They  were  not  told  not  to  vote?— I  said  in  regard  to  the 
messengers,  **  You  will  lose  your  votes  if  you  are  employed 
'as  messengeYs.*' 

To  whom  did  you  say  that?— To  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection I  said  that  in  the  committee  room  at*  Hincksey.  I 
bad  not  the  slightest  idea  there  were  corrupt  practices  on 
the  Conservative  side.  I  may  say  I  heard  of  bribery,  not 
Iby  the  Oxford  Liberals,  but  by  members 'of  the  Birming- 
ham League  by  means  of  tokens  to  be  afterwaids  ex- 
changed for  money. 

Mr.  Gave— Can  you  give  us  any  informatioti  of  what 
you  supposed  to  be  the  number  of  messengers  employed? 
—I  should  say  not  more  than  four.  I  think  that  is  about 
it.  I  made  out  a  list  on  the  evening  before  the  polling 
day.  Someone  mentioned  the  names,  and  they  were  put 
00  as  messengers. 

Who  settled  this?— I  should  say  CoL  Hall  settled  it  I 
think  the  list  is  all  in  my  handwriting. 

First  coming  to  the  orderlies.  There  are  ninC)  and  one 
Was  employed  before.— Yes,  Soundy. 

What  does  "T.  V. "  mean  against  his  name^— I  have  been 
Varying  to  recollect,  but  I  can't.  I  don't  know  any. 
thing  of  F.  R.  Fletcher,  I  know  Mallett,  jun^by  sight. 
He  was  put' on  the  night  before  the  eiectios.  Me  was  not 
"Ik  messenger  previously. 
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Waa  he  employed  in  any  way  before  the  pelliDg  dsy'?-^ 
Only  on  the  polling  day. 

Can  you  explain  why  he  was  to  be  paid  11,  16b,  for  one 
day's  work  ?— Certainly  not. 

Now,  Edward  Gibbs,  sen. — Can  you  explain  why  be 
was  paid  11.  16fl.?~Na 

And  Wilkina  and  Sellar  the  same?— No,  I  don't  know 
what  they  were  to  be  paid ;  76,  6d.  for  the  day  I  think  it 
was. 

Florey,  Gibbs,  Sellar,  and  Clarke  appear  to  have  had 
11.  163.  tor  one  day  only.  Was  that  the  ordinary  day's 
rate  for  Hincksey  ?  -I  can't  recollect. 

Collier  was  a  boy  of  14?— Yes,  he  was  a  sharp  arid 
intelligent  fellow.  He  was  employed  throughout.  He 
took  me  round  canvassing. 

How  many  days  was  be  employed  ?— Every  time  I  went 
canvassing  I  took  him  with  me — eight  days. 

Can  you  explain  why  he  received  IL  I63.,  the  same  as 
tho!>e  engaged  on  one  day? — I  can't.  Mr.  Gree  is  a 
bookseller  in  Oxford.  He  had  charge  of  Hincksey  in 
April,  and  he  came  down  the  ifight  before  the  poll  to 
look  after  the  bringing  up  of  the  voters,  and  so  forth. 
I  don't  know  whether  Parsons,  Haynes,  and  Gurden 
were  employed  for  one  day  or  more.  I  don't  remember 
Gurden.  I  don't  know  whether  J.  Haynes  was  paid 
1^.  168.  as  a  messenger. 

Who  told  him  to  go  on  duty  as  soon  as  he  had  voted  ?^ 
Col.  Hall,  I  should  think. 

I  suppose  you  knew  it  was  illegal  for  him  to  vote  ?— I 
told  them  they  would  lose  their  votes  as  messengers,  and 
someone  said  it  is  understood  in  Oxford  that  messengers 
vote,  and  no  objection  is  made  by  Mther  side,  and  I 
said  no  more.  Collier  was  one  of  the  slip  clerks,  but  I 
don't  remember  the  other.  I  should  not  have  recol- 
lected anything  of  it  if  I  had  not  come  across  the  list. 

Where  were  the  persons  stationed  who  had  to  fetch  up 
the  voters  at  Hincksey  or  St.  Aldate's  ?— Tney  were  not 
stationed  anywhere.  They  would  go  to  the  nearest 
place  to  see  whether  a  man  had  voted.  There  were  II, 
I  think,  engaged  in  fetching  up  voters.  They  were 
members  of  the  Conservative  Association. 

Were  they  volunteers?— I  understood  they  were. 
And  you  cannot  understand  why  they  were  paid  1^  16b. 
a  piece? — No,  I  understood  they  were  volunteers. 

Mr.  Cave — ^What  does  this  mean  in  pencil,  ''John 
Bobinson,  a  pauper,  to  look  after,  leave  to  run  ?" — His 
name  was  sent  up  to  the  Central  Committee  room,  and 
we  were  to  look  oat  for  personation.  He  was,  X  think, 
returned  to  the  Central  Committee  as  one  of  those  likely 
to  be  personated,  and  our  personation  agent  had  to  look  01^ 
for  that. 

What  does  **  leave  to  run"  mean  ?— That  is  one  of  our 
ass'iciation  men  to  look  after  it.    These  notes  were  taken 
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;itt'the  meeting  the  night  before  the  election,  and  a  num- 
ber of  men  nere  there,  and  when  we  were  going  through 
•oar  list  one  man  would  say  leave  sach  and  such  a  person  to 
me^  and  I  would  say,  "leave  to  run." 

I  see  again  Par^tt  **  wavering,"  underlined  ?— Colonel 

Hall  would  give  the  names  of  those  he  wanted  me  to  see 

particularly— those  ^lio  were  wavering.     I  did  not  go  and 

-see  him.    That  is  the  case  I  mentioned  jusf*  now.    I  only 

concluded  money  was  wanted.  I  never  was  asked  for  money. 

"George  Henry  Dickins;"  Evetts  to  see? — He  had  a 
grievance  with  regard  to  some  cricket  match  or  some 
-cricket  dinner.  Mr.  Evetts  was  captain  of  the  team  and 
he  had  some  grievance  Mr.  Evetts  could  solve,  and  Tasked 
him  to  go  and  see  him.  Mallett  jun.  was  only  engaged  on 
the  polling  day  to  the  best  of  my  recollection.  Malleti, 
*8en.  wasidBoon. 

He  was  a  shifty  customer,  was  he  ?— That  was  what  they 
told  me. 

Well,  this  shifty  man,  I  see,  had  H.  16s.  for  his  work  as 
an  orderly  on  the  polling  day.  Do  you  know  how  that 
was  ?'  I  know  nothing  of  that  at  aU. 

According  to  this  list  there  were  24  persons  who  were 
-paid  17. 16s.  a  piece.  If  that  allows  for  the  persons  being 
employed  tdl  the  time,  would  that  be  far  in  excess  of  what 
was  required?— Yes.  I  should  say  five  or  six  and  a  couple 
^f  clerks,  with  a  few  extra  persons  on  the  polling  day,  would 
have  been  sufficient. 

Can  you  tell  me  who  was  responsible  for  the  employment 
of  messengers  in  Hinoksey? — I  assume  GoL  Hall  was. 
</oL  Hall  and  myself  were  the  persons  who  had  charge  of 
the  district. 

Mr.  Bidley — ^What  is  the  meaning  of  this  "John  Speke, 
not  to  fetch''  ?— Those  were  the  men  who  were  employed 
l^  the  Oxford  Local  Board.  I  was  asked  not  to  canvass 
them  because  they  did  not  want  a  Conservative  canvasser 
to.  be  seen  at  their  houses,  and  I  was  given  to  understand 
by  their  friends  that  they  would  vote  all  right,  but  they 
^might  get  into  trouble  if  it  was  known. 

Were  these  men  working  for  the  Local  Board  ? — Some 
■for  the  Local  Board  and  some  for  the  Waterworks. 

Did  you  send  for  these  men  on  the  polling  day  ? — No, 
4hey  were  not  to  be  fetched  on  any  account. 

You  did  not  find  that  out  from  the  voters  themselves? — 
No ;  I  was  told  to  leave  them  alone  by  people  who  knew 
better  than  I  did.  I  forget  who  the  presiding  officer  was 
•in  St.  AldateV,  but  he  behaved  very  fairly  indeed. 

Do  you  know  anything  about  four  old  soldiers  ? — I  read 
Col.  Hall's  evidence,  and  that  is  all  I  know  of  it. 

Were  you  aware  of  the  source  from  whence  the  money 

mras  coming? — No,  I  did  not  know  anything  about  the 

money.    I  supposed  the  election  would  cost  some  money, 

hvLt  I  did  not  know  where  i6  was  coming  from. 

'  Did  you  know  Any  money  was  coming  from  London  ? — 
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Ko,  not  at  all.     According  to  rumour  an  old  lady  wa8 
|>roviding  some  money. 

Not  "  the  Man  in  the  Moon  ?"— No ;  I  never  heard  of 
any  suggestion  of  bribery,  except  on  the  part  of  thd 
Birmingham  men.  I  think  the  Cold  Harbour  Committed 
room  was  next  to  a  public  house.  I  did  not  canvass  Cold 
Harbour.  I  only  canvassed  South  Hincksey  and  other 
places  when  I  was  asked.  I  think  there  were  only  l6 
voters  in  Cold  Harbour.  Col.  Hall  spoke  of  nine  Com- 
mittee rooms.  There  was  only  one  room.  Dussett  was 
the  landlord,  and  Jakeman  was  under  him. 

Mr.  Cave— Do  you  know  of  the  bill  of  Penn's  4Z.  10s.? 
—No. 

No  one  seems  to  be  able  to  tell  us  abotlt  that. — Mr. 
Penn*s  bouse  was  within  a  few  yards  of  eur  Committee 
room,  and  I  Can't  conceive  any  need  of  it.  I  never  saw 
"  Comoaittee  room"  up  there. 

What  was  the  duty  of  the  orderlies? — ThCy  were  simply 
to  take  care  of  voters,  and  they  were  to  be  at  the  polling 
booth  to  prevent  any  attempt  to  hustle  our  Voters. 

Was  there  any  occasion  for  such  a  thing  of  this  kind?— 
A  communication  was  sent  down  that  there  was  to  be 
intimidation  on  the  part  of  the  Birmingham  roughs.  I 
don't  kn«w  whether  there  was  any  foundation  for  it,  but 
messages  were  sent  down  to  the  various  Committee  roomd 
to  have  men  to  protect  the  voters. 


TWEK^TY-SECOND  DAYj  Saturday, 
noyembeb   20. 

The  Commissioners  contianed  their  enquiry  at  No.  3) 
Committee  Room  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Mr.  Edward  William  Douglas,  the  present  secretary  of 
the  Junior  Carlton  Club,  was  recalled  and  examined 
by  Mr.  Cowie.  He  saids  I  have  looked  over  the 
return  cheques  which  invariably  Come  from  the 
bankers  after  they  are  cashed,  and  I  found  the  cheque 
for  jb*600.  It  was  in  its  proper  place,  and  I  have 
brought  it  with  me.  I  alDO  found  the  promissory 
note  of  Messrs.  Dayman  and  Walsh,  which  I  have  also 
brought.  The  cheque  for  SOW.  is  on  Messrs.  Herries  and 
Farquhar,  payable  to  Charles  Martin  or  order.  That  is 
the  late  Secretary,  and  the  obeqae  tallies  with  the  minute 
book.  The  cheque  is  signed  by  Mr,  Charles  Leggeand 
Sir  G-eorge  Prescott,  members  of  the  Committee,  and 
countersigned  by  Mr.  Martin,  and  endorsed  by  him.  I 
know  Mr.  Martin's  handwriting  perfectly  well.  The 
cheque  was  returned  to  me  with  the  office  vouchers  in  the 
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ordinary  w«y.  The  promissory  note  was  in  the  desk 
BBder  the  control  of  Mr.  Martin,  with  the  receipts  and 
cheqaes.  I  might  have  found  it  last  week  if  I  had  looked 
for  it.    It  18  dated  the  29th  of  July. 

Is  there  anything  to  show  whether  the  giving  of  this 
promissory  note  wae  connected  with  the  payment  of  that 
cheque  in  any  way  ?— Nothing  that  I  know  of  beyond  what 
appears  in  the  minute  book.  I  am  not  aware  there  is  any 
mark  on  the  cheque  to  show  when  it  was  paid  by  the 
bankers.  I  have  not  the  pass  book.  There  is  no  entry  in 
any  book  of  the  Club  with  regard  to  this  promissory  note 
beyond  the  mention  in  the  minute  book  of  a  loan.  That 
entry  would  apply  to  the  cheque  payable  to  Mr.  Martin. 

And  do  you  understand  that  the  promissory  note  was 
Riven  in  exchange  for  the  money  paid  on  that  cheque  ?— 
Yes. 

Have  you  found  any  memoranda  in  connection  with  the 
Oxford  election  ?  —None  whatever. 

Mr.  Cave— Can  you  explain  this,  Mr.  Douglas  :  In  the 
books  of  the  Club,  as  I  understand  it,  there  is  a  loan  of 
&iOl,  for  the  expenses  of  the  petition.  How  is  it  that  went 
to  Messrs.  Dayman  and  Walsh  when  they  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  petition  ?— No,  I  can't,  beyond  that  it  was  sent 
to  them,  I  imagine,  for  the  purpose  of  the  petition  to  be  put 
mto  proper  hands. 

We  know  that  Mr.  Russell  was  the  solicitor  in  the 
petition  ?— Yes,  I  can't  explain  it  beyond  that  t  think  it 
u  more  than  probable  that  Mr.  Martin  did  not  know  who 
the  agent  for  the  petition  was,  and  naturally  sent  it  to  the 
gentlemen  who  had  previously  conducted  the  election. 

Have  you  been  able  to  discover  anything  about  Mr. 
Martin's  whereabouts  ?— Nothing  whatever. 

Mr.  Kldley— Let  me  see  the  entry  in  the  minute  book 
Mlating  to  the  5001.  (book  handed  to  Mr.  Ridiey).  The 
tot  entry  is  the  27th  of  July  :  "  The  Secretary  reported 
that  with  the  consent  of  the  leaders  of  the  party  a  loan  of 
SOW.  had  been  made  to  the  agents  of  the  Oxford  election." 
—yes,  it  is  entered  there  as  the  Oxford  election,  but  it 
has  been  carried  on  as  the  election  petition  all  through  the 
weekly  financial  statement.  I  was  quite  aware  of  that 
clerical  error,  for  it  is  nothing  else.  On  the  27th  of  July 
there  are  two  signatures  of  members  of  the  Committee  as 
^ing  present— Mr^  Gore  Lanjjton,  M.P.,  and  Colonel 
^ylor,  M.P..  I  don't  know  whether  the  subject  was  dis- 
cussed, and  I  have  not  seen  any  member  of  the  Committee 
since. 

I  see  it  says  ''The  Secretary  reported,  with  the  consent 
of  the  leaders";  had  there  been  any  previous  discussion 
about  it  ?— Not  that  I  know  of.  There  is  no  record  of  it. 
There  is  nothing  to  show  in  what  way  the  consent  of  the 
leaders  had  been  obtained  or  signified. 

Or  had  he  been  directed  to  enquire  into  the  matter  ?— I 
ihonld  imagine  it  was  settled  at  that  Committee. 
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The  cheque  seems  to  be  dated  the  day  before  the  27tb  t^ 
—That  would  account  for  the  report. 

**  With  the  consent  of  the  leaders  they  had  authorised  a 
loan"  ?— They  must  have  authorised  it.  The  Committee* 
ofdr  meet  once  a  week. 

There  seems  to  be  no  mention  of  it  onr  the  20th  ?— No,- 
there  is  no  record  of  any  kind  before  that.  It  is  <»rried 
on  as  for  the  Oxfoid  election  petition  until  it  is  audited 
Add  passed. 

It  is  likely  to  go  for  a  long  time  ?— That  I  don't  know. 
Since  I  saw  it  was  a  loan  I  have  written  to  ask  for  it,  but 
have  had  no  answer. 

I  think  you  have  said  there  was  also  a  subscription  for- 
the  purpose  of  the  petition  ? — I  believe  so.  I  heard  so, 
but  I  have  no  real  authority  for  ity  for  I  was  not  in  Lon- 
don at  the  time.  Hearsay  says  the  hat  went  round  for 
the  petition  at  the  end  of  July,  and  I  befieve  it  did.  The 
minutes  are  signed  by  Mr.  Martin  on  the  5th  of  October 
and  not  on  the  12tb.  That  is  the  last  time  I  found  his 
signatuie  in  the  book.    Mr.  Bennett  signed  on  the  12tb. 

Mr.  Gave — Who  were  the  leaders  of  the  party  referred 
to  in  that  minute  ?— I  can't  tell.    I  was  not  there.    I  think- 
it  would  be  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke,  and  jjerhaps  OoU 
Taylor,  but  I  am  only  speaking  from  supposition. 

Are  the  leaders  of  the  party  those  who  had  the  distri- 
bution of  the  general  fund  ? — I  should  imagine  so. 

You  have  not  found  in  your  search  since  the  last 
occaeion  an  entry  of  1,000^.  ?— -None  whatever.  I  am  satis- 
fied there  is  no  trace  of  itt 

Suppose  subscriptions  were  raised  in  the  ordinary  prac- 
tise, would  you  find  a  trace  of  it  in  the  book?— I  have 
never  known  a  similar  subscription  beimir  raised,  I  don't- 
see^how  it  could  possibly  appear  in  the  club  books,  because 
they  had  nothing  to  do  with  it»  It  would  not  ptass  through' 
the  club  account,  and  I  don't  know  what  bank  it  would  be. 

Mr.  Cave  gave  instructions  that  some  one  should  bring* 
the  pass  book  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commission  era. 

Mr.  Frederick 'Bichard  Bennett,  examined  by  Mr. 
Oowie,  said— I  am  employed  at  the  Junior  Carlton  Club. 
I  am  in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  have  been  so  employed 
for  nearly  nine  years.  At  the  present  time  I  am  acting 
assia'ant  secretary,  and  I  have  held  that  post  since  Mr. 
Martin  absented  himself.  When  Mr.  Martin  was  at  the 
Club  I  held  the  post  of  Secretary's  clerk.  It  is  not  m^ 
duty  to  be  present  at  meetiogs  of  the  Committee.  I  closed 
the  book  up  in  May,  June,  and  July  of  this  year.  The 
entries  Mr.  Douglas  has  referred  to  were  made  by  Mr. 
Martin  in  the  ordinary  course.  He  made  the  entries  him- 
self sometimes.  Wherever  Mr.  Martiii's  name  appeared 
at  the  foot  of  the  page  he  made  the  entries  upon  it.  In  the- 
whole  of  the  entries  I  have  made  I  was  instructed  by  Mr. 
Martin, 

When  did  Mr.  Martin  last  attend  at  the  Seoretacy'ih 
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(office  ?~He  WM  prenent  at  the  meeting  on  the  5tb  of  Oct., . 
and  you  will  see  I  signed  the  book  on  the  12tb.  He  mnst 
have  gone  away  betiVeen  thoee  two  dates,  probably  the 
9lh  or  10th.  I  can  probably  give  yoa  the  exact  date  when 
I  saw  him  at  the  Club  by  reterriog  to  my  bookc.  I  h&ve 
not  my  books  heie. 

Did  he  tell  you  he  was  going  away  ?— Yes.  He  said 
one  afternoon  '*^I  am  going  away  for  some  days/*  and  I 
was  to  go  on  as  usual.  Tba&^was  the  same  as  he  did-pre-* 
▼iously.  He  did  not  give  me  an  oekiressto  send  letters  to, 
in  fact  he  did  not  tell  me  where  he  was  going.  His  pri< 
vate  residence  is  Nb.  9,  Addison  Bead.  I  waa-  indeed 
astonished  that  he  remnined  away  so  lorg.^ 

Did  you  go  to'bis  private  address  ?— Yes,  I  think  it  was 
^e  second  Saturday  after  he  left.  I  went  there  to  make 
enquiries,  and  I  found  he  was  not  there,  and  the  servants 
were  as  much  surprised  as  I  was;  I  went  on  my  own 
responsibility. 

Had'his  absence -begun  to  be  talked  about  inr  the  Club  ? — 
Tes,  members  came  and  ai>ked  for  him,  and  it  was  known 
in  a  short  time.  -  I  had  no  communication:  with  the  Com- 
mittee about  it.    It  waB-4ny  duty  to  write  all  cheques. 

Did  you  write  this  one  ?  (cheque  for  £500  produced)— 
N'o,  I'did  nott'  The  whole  of  that  is  in  Mr.  Martin's 
bandwriUng,  with  the  exception  of  the  signatures.  If  I 
was  not  in  the  office  Mr.  Martin  would^  draw  out  the 
cheque  himself.  I  don't  know  of  any  particular  cheque  he 
would  fill  up  bknself .  If  he  did  draw  a  cheque  I'^hould 
kaowofit.'  I  knew  afterwards  this  cheque  was  drawn 
when  I  saw  it  in  the  banker's  pass  book.  I  havo  no  idea 
what  became  of  it.  I  should  continue  entering  it  as  a  loan. 
r«  don't  know  anything  of  the  promissory  note.  Mr-. 
Mai  tin  did  not  tell  me  anything  about  it.  He  may  have 
lold  me  at  the  time  that  this  £500  was  for  tho  Oxford 

Stition  fund,  but  I  don't  remember.  I>have  never  seen 
r.  Percival  Wal*h. 

Do  you  remember  the  sum  of  £1,000  being  subscribed  by 
members  of  the  Junior  Carlton  Club  ? — There  was  a  sub- 
scription about  the  same  time  as  that  cheque,  |w  far  as  I 
can  remember.  I  saw  one  or  two  cheques  about  that  time 
as  subscriptions  for  the  petition  fund. 

Were  these  cheques  or  the  amounts  carried  to  any 
account? — Not  as  far  as  I  know  with  respect  to  the  Club. 
Ixlon't  know  if  Mr.  Martin  kept  an  account  of  any  kind 
in  which  he  entered  the  amounts.  I  am  not  aware  that 
he  kept  any  account  in  which  he  entered  subscriptions 
received  from  members;  I  did  not  see  any  of  the  cheques 
I  have  spoken  of  in  Mr.  Martin's  hands,  nor, did  I  hear 
from  anyone  else  besides  him  of  subscriptions.  Mr.  Mar- 
tin did  not  mention  any  amount  to  me.  The  first  I  heard 
of  the  £1,000  was  in  evidence. 

I  understood  you  te  say  that  Mr.  Martin  had  received 
«heqae8?-<-That-he  was  coUectiiig  subaoriptions. 

V- 
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You  BfticE  cheqaee. — I  oan't  say  how  the  sabecriptioD9 
were  got. 

Have  yoa  not  said  you  had  heard  from  Mr.  Martin  that 
he  bad  received  cheques  ?— It  may  have  been  so.  I  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  collection  of  the  money, 
I  might  have  seen  cbeqnes  in  Mr.  Martin's  handa  I  know 
of  no  other  account  being  kept  by  Mr.  Martin  except  that 
of  the  Clab.  I  don't  know  the  bank  or  banks  on  which 
the  cheques  were  drawn.  I  have  had  no  communication 
with  Mr,  Martin  since  he  left  the  Club.  I  don't  know 
where  he  is  at  the  present  time. 

By  Mr.  Cave — ^Mr.  Martin  did  not  say  where  he  was 
gcing^  and  I  have  not  learned  from  any  source  where  he  is.. 

Had  you  any  reason  to  suppone  he  hcMl  gone  to  one 
place  or  another  f— I  had  not  the  slightest  idea  where  he 
went  to. 

Is  that  your  handwriting  (handing  letter  to  witness)  ?— 
It  is. 

I  see  you  say,  *'  Mr.  Martin  is,  I  believe,  on  the  Con- 
tinent at  the  present  time."— That  is  so  I  believe. 

How  came  you  to  believe  that  ?— By  goiog  to  his  house 
and  making  enquiries.  The  servants  told  me  they 
thought  BO. 

I  thought  you  told  me  you  had  no  reason  to  suppose  he 
was  in  one  place  or  another  f—1  had  not  the  slightest  idea 
where  he  was,  I  can't  remember  the  day  I  gave  that  letter 
to  your  messenger,  I  have  no  memoranda  of  the  day  it 
was  firiven.  I  have  seen  Mr,  Pegler  two  or  three  time«i  in 
the  Club.  He  would  come  to  the  office  and  see  Mr.  Mar- 
tin in  his  reom.  The  first  time  I  saw  him  was  sometime 
in  the  spring—May  or  June.  I  can't  give  the  date  because 
I  don't  remember.  I  did  not  ask  the  servants  for  any  par* 
ticulars  whea  I  went  to  Mr.  Martin's  house. 

Why  did  you  not  7— They  did  not  seem  to  know. 

How  did  you  know  that  without  asking?— I  might  have 
asked  and  they  gave  me  an  answer  in  the  negative, 

Wbat  do  you  mean  by  that  ?— I  miRht  have  asked. 

I  must  ask  you  to  be  uarof  ul.  Yuu  must  not  say  any- 
thing that  comes  into  your  head  and  then  contradict  it  the 
next  moment.  Tou  are  sworn.  Now  I  should  like  to  ask 
how  many  times  you  saw  Pegler  ? — Two  or  three  times. 
He  was  in  the  Secretary's  office,  I  was  never  present  at 
any  conversation  between  him  and  Mr.  Martin,  I  believe 
Mr.  Martin  had  a  private  banking  account  at  the  Birkbeck 
Bank  and  Herries  and  Farquhar.  That  is  all  I  know, 
pegler  gave  his  name  when  he  called  to  see  Mr.  Martin. 
We  do  not  keep  m  the  office  a  list  of  the  persons  who 
eall. 

By  Mr.  Ridley— If  there  was  a  notice  in  the  Club  as  to 
subscriptions  being  given  I  should  have  known  of  it.  I 
suppose  Mr.  Martin  received  the  money.  I  don't  know 
whether  the  Pegler  who  has  been  mentioned  is  the  same 
person  who  supplied  the  linen  to  the  Club.    Linen  wm 
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rapplied  by  Messrs.  Pegler  and  Co.,  of  Leeds*    The  Peg- 
ler  1  know  is  an  elderley  man,  about  60  years  of  age. 

By  Mr.  Cave— I  have  not  heard  from  Mr.  Martin  since 
he  left,  nor  has  anyone  in  the  Clnb  to  my  knowledge. 

Mr.  William  Snowdon,  agent  and  collector,  from  the 
Beckenham  Oonscrvative  Association,  of  which  Mr. 
Bevington  is  chairman,  examined  by  Mr.  Ridley,  said,— 
I  was  in  London  on  the  4th  of  May,  and  I  called  upon 
Mr.  Bevington  on  other  business.  Mr.  Bevington  said  to 
me  **  You  have  done  at  Beckenham  ;  you  would  do  good 
at  Oxford.  I  will  write  to  Mr.  Martin."  He  then  wrote 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Martin  suggesting  that  I  should  be  sent  to 
Oxford,  and  offering  to  bear  part  of  the  expense  of  send- 
ing me.  I  took  the  letter  to  Mr.  Martin  at  the  Club, 
and  he  said  he  was  much  obliged  to  Mr.  Bevington  for 
sending  me,  as  they  were  asking  for  money  at  Oxford.  I 
had  not  brought  any  mpney.  I  was  to  go  down  in  lieu  of  it. 

He  said  you  were  as  good  as  gold  ?  (A  laugh.) — No,  not 
exactly  that.  He  said  **  I  am  glad  you  have  come.  It  will 
be  a  good  reply. "  I  remarked  that  I  could  not  go  under 
11.  Is.  a  day.  He  gave  me  5^.  5^  out  of  his  own  pocket,  and 
a  letter  of  introduction  to  Mr.  Evetts — Mr,  Hall's  partner, 
Mr.  Martin  then  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Mr. 
Bevington.  "Junior  Carlton  Club,  May  4th.— Pray 
allow  me,  on  behalf  of  the  party,  and  on  my  own  behalf, 
to  thank  you  for  your  kind  and  generous  offer  with  regard 
to  the  Oxford  election.  I  imiiiediately  avail  myself  of 
Mr.  Snowdon's  services,  and  have  given  him  5^.  Ss.  as  part 
of  his  expenses  ;  I  will  take  care  to  mention  your  valuable 
aid  to  the  Greneral  Election  Committee  of  which  Col. 
Talbot  IS  Chairman."  I  did  not  receive  any  more  money 
from  Mr.  Martin,  or  the  promise  of  any.  I  went  back  to 
Mr.  Bevington  and  he  gave  me  5^.,  and  he  said  I  should 
have  more  if  I  ran  short.  He  said,  it  appears  to  me  you 
will  have  hard  work  to  do,  and  you  put  up  at  the  beat 
hotel.  I  went  to  Oxford  on  the  4th  of  May.  I  stayed 
there  from  the  Tuesday  to  the  Monday. 

Then  you  had  more  than  a  guinea  a  day  ? — Yes. 

When  you  got  to  Oxford  did  you  go  to  the  best  hotel  ? 
— I  told  the  cabman  to  drive  me  to  the  head  quarters  of 
the  Conservative  Association,  and  he  drove  me  to  the 
Clarendon,  which  was  the  Liberal  Central  Committee- 
room.     (A  laugh.) 

Did  you  tell  him  he  had  made  a  mistake  ? — I  did  not 
find  it  out  until  I  was  havine  a  chop,  and  then  the  first 
intimation  I  had  that  I  had  made  a  mistajce  was  seeing 
men  wearing  red  colours  with  staves,  on  whicli^:^^ere  large 
and  9m  all  loaves,  and  Sir  William  Harcourt  WffjMr.  Chitty 
followed  by  their  "Lambs."  ^^ 

Did  you  get  out  of  the  way  of  the  Latmbs  ?— No,  I  stayed 
all  night. 

Did  you  tell  them  you  were  on  the  other  side  ? — No,  sir, 
eer  taioly  not.    I  stopped  at  the  Clarendon  only  that  night. 

v2 
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tutkVf  th9  party  vHth  the  lar^e  and  ^mall  losveii,  %nd  tbe^f 
were  treated  by  thA.gMitlemeii  thtire.  They  hod  anything 
tbev  liked .    I  s»w  that  myself. 

AVhere?— At  the  bar  of  the  Clarendon.  They  were 
treated  by  gentlemen  we&ring  ribbon?.  I  presume  some 
'  leaders  of  the  party.  I  mentioned  it  at  the  time  to  Mr. 
Walsh,  bat  no  notice  was  taken  of  it.  I  don't  know  the 
namej  of  those  who  were  treated,  or  by  whom  they  were 
ti^ated.     There  wa^  great  confusion  at  the  time. 

How  many  of  th«)m  were  there?— The  lobby  was  full- 
about  half-a-dozen. 

Clin  you  tell  us  anything  «lse  that  happened  at  the 
Clarendon  ?— Nothing  beyond  that.  On  the  folio  wing  morn- 
ing I  went  to  the  Brewery  with  my  letter  of  iotrodnction 
to  Mr.  Evetts.  'Pre^iouely  I  went  to  the  .Boebudc  and 
told  them  there  the  mistake  I  had  made,  and  th^y  directed 
roe  to  Mr.  Evetts.  He  a^^ked  me  to  meet  him  at  the-Boe- 
bnck  Hotel  about  10  o^clock  or  haff-pasty  and  I  saw  him 
there  with  Mr.  Waish  and,  I  think,  Mr.  Bamsbot-tom.  J 
had  not43eon  Mr.  Ramsbottom  before.  Mr.  Evetts  handed 
my  letter  of  introduction  to  Mr.  Walsh,  and  I  asked  wheve 
was  the  weakest  point.  Mr.  Walsh  said  I  thiiJc.you  had 
better,  go  down  into -St.  Clement's.;  that  is  where  we  are 
in  a  minority,  and  Mr.  Morrell  would  be  glad  of  your 
assistance.  He  then  went  with  me  in  a  cab  and  introduced 
me  to  Mr.  Merreil.  He  did  not  say  anything  whilst 
we  were  in  the  cab  beyond  that  he  thought  I  should  be 
most  useful,  and  Mr.  Morrell  was  no  electioneering  man. 
I  was  to  assist  him  in  the  district  in  any  way  that  was 
po8<*ibIe.  Nothing  was  said  to  me  as  to  how  the  election 
WAS  being  conducted,  and  I  did  not  know  the  number  of 
people  that  were  being  employed,  i  was  in  St. 'Clement's 
the  whole  time.  The  canvass  was  in  a  forward  state,  and 
I  atri  eed  to  call  on  two  or  three  doubtful  voters. 

You  were  to  call  on  the  persons  whose  proouses  Me. 
Mnrrell  was  unable  to  get^— Yes. 

]>id  you  expect  to  get  them  to  vote  ?  -I  may  say  there 
was  a  strong  feeling  against  Mr.  Morrell  about  some  local 
matter  that  I  could  not  understand.  X  called  on  two  or 
three  doubtful  voters.    I  can't  give  you  their  names. 

Did  you  get  their  promises  ? —Yes,  there  was  one  person 
promised  me  if  it  was  not  recorded.  I  returned  him  ae  » 
promise. 

Did  you  give  any  advice  to  Mr.  Morrell  about  the  elec- 
tion ?  -Yes.  Mr.  Morrell  seemed  to  be  very  anxious  as 
far  as  I  could  see,  being  a  stranger,  that  the  election  should 
be  fought  in  a  fair  manner.  Mr.  Morrell  a^ked  a  question 
about  giving. aome  coals  away.  I  sud  if  it  is  to  influence 
a  vote  decidedly  it  will  be  bribery.  Don't  do  it.  Mr. 
Mathews,  the  acting  Secretaiy  in  St.  Clement's,  was  in 
the  Committee  rcoiu,  hut  I  don't  know  how  many  there 
were  in  his  employment.  I  saw  a  number  of  people  about 
with  blue  colours.    It  was  the  morning  of  the  election  that 
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I  noticed  them.  That  was  the  first  time  it  struck  me  th^y 
were  employing  too  many.  I  did  not  make  any  remon- 
strance. I  saw  a  lot  of  people  about  with  red  colours  ou. 
They  were  going  about  in  gangg ;  what  you  would  term 
importations  *from  Birmingham  and  other  places.  Witb 
my  knowledge  of  electioneering  matters  I  knew  this  was 
wrong.  I  did  not  tell  Mr.  Walsh  ftnytbing  about  it.  When 
I  found  things  were  forward  in  St.  .Clement's  I  went  to 
the' Central  Koom  and  tJked  if  I  coUld  gire  them  any 
assistance,  but  they  said  thev  were  goiog  on  very  well. 

Although  you  saw  Mr.  Walsh  in  this  way  you  did  not 
My  anything  to  him  about  the  employment  ?— He  seemed 
to  cut  me  short  once  or  twice.  When  I  asked  if  I  could 
be  of  any  service  he  said,  **  No  thank  you  ;  you  go  to  St. 
Clement's ;  we  don't  want  you  here.^'  I  went  back  to  St. 
Clement'd.  I  never  saw  so  many  flags  and  colours  at  an 
election  in  my  life.  I  did  not  give  any  advice  about 
them.  About Ul  o'clock  on  the  polling  day  a  gentleman 
fetched  me,  stating  that  a  policeman  liad  been  stopping 
some  conveyances,  and  I  was  to  go  down  at  once.  I  think 
it  was  Dr.  Todd  who  told  me  this.  I  went  and  said, 
"  What  is  all  this,  policeman  ?  Whatever  your  politics 
are  you  must  not  shew  them  -here.  You  must  not  stop  the 
cabs,  whether  they  are  Conservative  or  Liberal."  He 
said,  "  I  could  not  help  it.  There  was  a  bit  of  a  stoppage, 
but  it's  over  now."  T  said,''*!  shall  have  to  see  your 
Inspector,  and  get  you  removed."  1  went  to  see  the 
Inspector,  but  on  returning  I  found  a  Birmingham  and 
Worcehter  policeman  in  his  place.  I  think  I  saw  three  or 
four  policemen  about  the  booth.  About  one  o'clock  on 
the  polling  day  Superintendent  Shaw,  of  the  Birmingham 
police,  came  to  the  Hoebuck,  and  I  had  a  conversation 
with  him.  He  said  things  looked  -very  ugly,  and  he  was 
infoimed  that  if  Sir  William  Uaroourt  was  not  returned 
the  Roebuck  would  be  sacked  and  burned  afterwards. 
He  was  then  speaking  to  me  and  Mr.  Chapman.  He  said 
he  had  so  many  picked  men,  and  he  intended  to  hold  the 
city  against  all  comers,  and  could  I  get  fifty  good  men  to 
assist  the  police  if  necessary.  I  said  I  would  go  and  try« 
I  went  to  St.  Clement's  and  found  some  men,  and  also  to 
Jericho,  and  when  i  got  back  under  the  gateway  there 
were  a  nnmber  of  men.  The  names  were  taken  down  by 
M  r  Chapman.  Those  who  said  they  wore  voters  were 
not  engaged.  I  believe  the  men  were  to  be  paid  53.  a  day. 
I  had  nothing  to  do  with  paying  them.  The  men  were 
taken  to  the  long  roon^,  and  Bome  one  was  in  charge  of 
them.  They  were  not  sworn  in  in  any  way.  I  don't  think 
refreshments  were  given  to  them.  Ilsnow  they  asked  for 
it,  but  I  said,  "  Don't  give  them  anything  at  all."  They 
were  to  be  dismissed  about  eight  o'clock.  I  have  not  sent 
in  any  claim  for  services,  and  I  have  not  received  any 
money  besides  that  I  have  stated. 

Bjr  Mr.  Cave— Daring  the  general  election  I  assisted  at 
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B'  ckenham  and  Croydon.  In  1868  I  was  in  Uxbridere.  I 
was  in  Southwark  when  Mr.  Clarke  waB  returned,  **  The 
generous  offer"  referred  to  was  Mr.  Bevington  offering  to 
pay  part  of  my  expenses.  I  canvassed  two  or  threu  persons 
in  Oxford.  I  was  at  the  Committee  room,  in  fact  the  can- 
vassing was  all  done.  There  was  very  little  to  do,  and 
that  was  why  I  went  to  the  Roebuck.  I  am  competent 
to  take  charge  of  a  district  if  it  is  under  my  control,  but 
there  was  Mr.  M^rrell  and  Mr.  Mathews  in  St.  Clement's, 
and  I  don't  think  they  cared  about  my  being  there.  Mr. 
Chapman  had  charge  of  the  conveyances  and  he  broke 
down.  He  had  more  conveyances  than  he  knew  what  to 
do  with,  and  he  seemed  to  lose  his  head.  He  had  some 
conveyances  where  they  were  not  wanted,  and  there  were 
none  where  they  were  required.  There  were  too  many 
offers  on  the  night  of  the  poll  as  soon  as  it  was  known 
men  were  wanted.  I  don't  think  more  than  a  dozen  of 
those  picked  up  by  me  were  employed.  I  think  Mr. 
Chapman  took  down  the  names  of  those  engaged. 
After  the  poll  was  declared  I  saw  some  men  going 
for  their  money.  They  wanted  to  be  paid,  and  someone 
said  Mr.  Chapman  would  be  there  presently  and  I  left 
them.  I  don't  know  where  Mr.  Chapman  got  the  money 
to  pay  them.  He  paid  the  money  out  of  a  canvass  bag. 
These  men  were  employed  in  consequence  of  a  communi- 
cation of  Supt.  Shaw.  He  said  he  should  like  fifty  loyal 
men.  I  understood  him  to  mean  that  they  were  to  do  aa 
they  were  told.  Some  of  the  men  were  wearing  Mr. 
Hall's  colours.  I  don't  know  anything  of  Mr.  Peglet 
or  of  detectives  being  sent  down.  Mr.  Martin  wrote 
out  a  cheque  for  the  £5  5a.  and  then  got  it  cashed 
for  me.  I  don't  know  what  bank  the  cheque  was 
drawn  on. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — I  did  not  distribute  anv  money  at 
Oxford,  nor  did  I  recommend  anyone  for  employment.  I 
was  in  a  very  difficult  position  in  Oxford.  I  saw  I  was 
hardly  wanted  and  I  did  not  force  myself. 

Mr.  John  Hamsbottom,  of  Soutbport,  Lancashire,  said, 
— -I  went  to  Oxford  in  consequence  of  a  communication 
from  Mr.  Skene,  of  the  Central  Office.  I  think  it  was  on 
the  27th  of  April.  I  have  been  engaged  since  1865  in  the 
management  of  elections.  I  have  been  twice  at  Barnstaple 
for  Sir  Robei  t  Carden.  I  assisted  in  Sheffield  in  December 
1879,  and  also  at  Bristol,  and  many  other  places.  I  did 
not  always  go  to  these  places  in  consequence  of  a  commu- 
nication from  th«^  Central  Office,  sometimes  through  the 
office  and  sometimes  not.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
April  contest  in  Oxford. 

Can  von  tell  me  the  purport  of  Mr.  Skene's  letter  ?' 
He  said  you  are  wanted  at  Oxford,  if  you  can  g«  see  Mr. 
Evetts  at  once. 

How  many  times  had  you  been  to  elections  before,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Central  Office  ?— Koughly  spealdiig 
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I  sbould  think  about  twenty  times.    I  think  I  went  to 
Oxford  on  the  Tbarnday. 

When  yon  get  comtnunicattons  of  this  nature  from  tha 
Central  office,  to  whom  do  yon  look  to  pay  your  charfi^es  ? 
— In    the  Oxford    case    the   Oxford  people,   but  as    a 
gnr^ral  rule  to  the  candidate  of  the  Boroucrh  I  go  to. 

Ton  don't  look  to  the  people  at  the  Central  Office  ? — 
Only  on  special  occasionf*.  I  went  and  saw  Mr.  Evetts 
and  told  him  my  name.  He  made  an  appointment  to  pee 
me  at  the  Central  Committee  room,  and  then  a  general 
oonversation  took  place  as  to  how  matters  stood.  I  was 
introduced  to  Mr.  Wal^b,  and  desired  to  make  any  sugges- 
tions  that  I  thought  would  be  useful.  Mr.  Walsh  sugges- 
ted that  in  the  first  place  I  should  be  introduced  to  the 
different  committees,  to  see  ^;he  way  in  which  they  were 
werhiog.  He  took  me  round  to  the  several  Committee 
rooms,  and  we  saw  the  Chairman  or  the  Secretary  at  the 
several  parishes,  and  I  was  invested  with  the  general 
superintendence  of  the  Committee  roomR,  and  with  the 
arrangements  for  bringing  up  *' foreign"  voters — ^that  is 
those  resident  beyond  a  certain  distance  from  Oxford.  I 
htfki  the  sole  charge  of  them.  I  visited  daily,  or  almost  daily, 
the  Committee  rooms,  about  eight  or  nine.  I  don't  know  the 
number  of  messengers  employed.  The  weak  point  I  detected 
was  that  the  canvassers  took  charge  of  too  many  men  on 
the  day  of  election  in  April,  and  I  introduced  a  plan  that 
no  man  shoald  have  more  than  four  voters  to  look  after. 
In  April,  before  some  of  the  voters  could  be  looked  after, 
they  were  taken  to  the  poll  by  the  other  side.  I  expected 
that  volunteers  would  be  found  in  the  proportion  of  100  for 
600  pledges,  but  I  am  afraid  my  sagge^tion  led  to  whole- 
sale employment  which  I  had  not  contemplated.  I  had 
the  management  of  the  out-of-town  voters,  including  thoso 
who  weie  temporarily  absent  from  Oxford,  and  residing  at 
a  distance.  I  received  their  names  from  the  local  Com- 
mittees. There  were  40  or  50  in  London  and  the  district, 
who  were  looked  up  by  Mr.  Justice,  of  Queen's  Square, 
Bristol.  I  gave  him  241. ,  with  instructions  to  take  railway 
tickets  for  the  voters,  so  that  no  money  passed  into  their 
bands.  ^  He  told  me  he  had  expended  the  money^  and 
asked  if  it  was  necessary  to  give  an  account.  I  said 
"No."  I  thought  the  charge  was  a  very  reasonable  one. 
Mr.  Draper,  clerk  to  Mr.  Walsh,  gave  me  the  money,  I 
think,  on  the  Monday  preceding  the  election.  I  wrote  to 
the  agents  in  the  different  towns  requesting  them  to 
canvass  the  voters  in  their  districts,  and  take  tickets.  I 
did  not  get  accounts  from  all  of  them.  Those  I  received 
I  handed  to  Mr*  Draper.  I  saw  two  men  that  came  from 
a  distance.  I  don't  remember  where  they  came  from, — 
one  I  believe  from  Cirencester.  About  half-past  eight  on 
the  day  of  the  election,  after  the  declaration  of  the  poll,  I 
was  called  into  the  yard  of  the  Boebuok.  A  man  spoke 
to  me,  and  said  he  came  from  London.    He  said  he  was  a 
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working  man,  and  wished  to  know  what  I  j^as  going  to 
give  him.  He  stated  that  a  gentleman  had  given  him  his 
ticket,  and  I  saia  that  was  aU  I  had  got- to  do  witli  it.  He 
at^ed  for  a  few  shiUings  for  his  expenses,  and  I  said  I 
oould  nut  give  it  him.-  Shortly  afterwards  I  was  called 
down  again  to  another  out* voter.  He  said  he  had  lost  bis 
return  tdeket,  and  he  wished  me  to  give  him  something 
for  his  return  fare — 38.-  I  refused  to  give  him  the  monejFi 
but  I  induced  some  bystander  whom  1^  knew  had  been 
engaged  in  the  election  to  go  to  the  Station  and  take  a 
ticket  for  him.  Those  were  the  only  two  oases  whore 
application  was  made  to  me  jtor  mooey; 

Did  you  sign  a  receipt  for  200  guineas  f— I^did. 

How  oame  you  to  do'that  ?— I  was  sent  for  a  few  day^ 
previous  to  the  time  expired  for  publ-ishing  the  acooutits 
to  look  over  them.  When  I  went  down  to  Oxford  to  my 
eurpridH  I  found  almost  everything  unpaid,  and  the  even- 
ing before  the  aocounts  were  being  sent  in.  About  mid- 
night Mr.  Walsh  said  it  was  impossible  to  make  up  the 
amount  of  money  he  wiafaed.  There  wafrno  miiney  to  pay 
the  accounts  of  Mr.  Walsh,  Mr.  Ramsbottom,  and  Mr. 
Gregson,  the  three  agents.  Mr.  Dayman  suggested  that 
I  should  take  an  I.O.U.  in  exchange  for  the  receipt,  h\A 
that  I  did  not  get.  I  sent  in  a  bill  about  two  months  ago. 
I  had  a  letter  from  Mr.^  Draper  requestiiig  me  to  send  in 
a  written  account.  I  sent  in  a  bill  for  £100.  That  was  to 
cover  my  account  for  the  election  of  May  and  my  railway 
fares.  My  hotel  bill,.  I  suppose,  was  paid  by  Mr.  Walsh. 
My  usual  fee  is  £100. 

'rhat  being  your  fee,  how  came  you  to  sign  a  receipt  for 
^200  ? — 8o  that  Mr.  Walsh  could  send  in  the  aocounts  in 
the  legal  time..  It  was  thought  it  would  be  a  suspicious 
circumstance  if  the  accounts  were  not  filed  at  the  proper 
time.  The  receipt  for  200  guineas  was  written  out  for  my 
signature.  Mr.  Walsh  suggested  that  when  the  bill  was 
paid  I  should  contribute  one  half  to  the- election  fund^'  I 
Lave  not  received  anything. 

You  knew  you-  were  signmg  a  false  receipt? —Yes. 

And  did  you  know  at  the  time  Mr.  Walsh  was  trying 
to  make  his  accounts  square  his  expenses?'-- Yes. 

For  the  purpose  of  the  election  petition  ?— For  the 
purpose  of  sending  the  accounts  in. 

And  he  was  sending  them  in  because  there  was  an 
election  petition  ?— That  was  not  said,  but  I  thouorht  so; . 

Do  you  know  if  that  has  ever  been  douo  before  ?<— Not 
in  my  experience* 

Did  you  ever  send  in  a  voucher  for  money  yon  had 
not  received,  and  for  money  that  wae  not  due  to  yon? 
— No. 

I  suppose  that  led  yon  to  suspect  that  something  was 
wrong  in  the  accounts  ? — I  knew  the  aoeounts  could  not  be 
right,  because  they  had  not  been  paid.  I  was  present 
whilst  the  accounts  were  being  prepared.    Mr.  DrspsK 
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prepared  them  from  the  accnnnts  sent  in  not  paid—the 
accouuts  of  the  district  mauagers.  I  boliev*  these  to  be 
genuine  accnunto.  I  think  the  accounts  were  niore  honert 
than  Mr.  Walsh  represented. 

What  makes  you  think  that?— From  what  I  saw  The 
only  thing  was  that  the  accimnts  were  not  paid.  I  told 
Mr.  Draper  I  c<mld  not  pass  the  flags  as  a  legal  acoount, 
anii  that  those  who  ordered  them  must  pay  for  them. 

By  Mr.  Oowie — My  advice  was  not  to  employ  voters, 
bu  £  dou't  think  that  was  attended  ta  Mr.  Walsh  de- 
cided that  we  should  have  a  number  of  watchers,  and  that 
added  to  the  number  of  men  employed.  I  am  familiar 
with  thf  usH  of  jac  iimUe  votinR  papers  for  the  instruction 
of  votern,  and  I  consider  that  in  employing  tkem  agents 
are  only  seconding  the  efforts  of  the  returning  officer  to 
make  the  method  of  voting  intelligible. 

By  Mr.  Ridley— Mr.  Teal,  of  Bolton,  is  an  agent  for 
the  southern  division  of  the  county  of  Lancashire.  I 
bad  him  to  look  after  the  out  voters,  and  to  write  to  the 
different  a^entn.  That  will  explain  how  it  was  he  was  paid 
£25.  He  holds  me  rt-sp^nsible  for  £19  16a.  lOd.  for  his 
services.  Another  man  who  assisted  Mr.  Justice  was 
Mr.  Robert  Struthers.  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  paying 
railway  fares,  and  at  Bolt'»n  we  went  so  far  as  to  issue 
railway  passes.  The  railway  fares  would  have  been  paid 
in  Oxford  if  I  hud  not  been  there.  The  practice  might  be 
illegal,  but  it  could  not  be  corrupt,  for  no  money  was 
aiven  to  the  voter,  and  there  was  nothing  more  in  it  than 
driving  a  town  voter  to  the  poll  in  a  cab  or  carriage.  If 
Mr.  Wells  paid  money  to  voters  from  a  distance  it  might 
be  that  they  were  some  be  had  kept  charge  of.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  other^eide  did  the  same  as  us  with  regard  to  out 
voters. 

By  Mr.  Gave — I  have  met  Mr.  Martin  of  the  Junior 
Carlton  Club  once — I  think  it  was  thf*  end  of  July.  I  told 
bim  I  thought  there  jn&*  some  mistake  about  the  Oxford 
election,  and  I  was  pretty  certain  the  money  did  not  get 
into  the  bands  it  was  said  it  did.  I  am  Cf  rtain  the  money 
was  never  used  for  bribery.  I  may  say  with  regard  to  the 
money  that  was  supposed  to  be  sent  down  I  never  heard  of 
it  until  I  read  of  a  letter  being  picked  up  in  the  street.  I 
belitfve  the  expenditure  was  about  £3,800,  which  is  double 
whot  it  ought  to  be  for  th^  size  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Walsh  hM  told  us  the  sum  spent  was  between  £7,000 
and  £8,000. —Not  on  that  occasion.  I  am  certain  of  it. 
Mr.  Walsh  kept  me  in  the  dark  as  to  monetary  matters. 
I  saw  Mr.  Matthews,  or  Pegler,  at  Oxford  at  the  Roebuck. 
I  bad  never  seen  him  before.  I  was  sitting  at  the  de^k, 
and  I  bt*lieve  Mr.  Draper  said,  *'  Do  you  know  that  gentle- 
man 7  He  is  a  Mr.  Matthew?,  of  Loudon,  connected  with 
the  Licensed  Virtuallers.  or  come  down  as  a  licensed 
victnall^^to  assist  in  the  election.'' 

By  Mr.  Ridley- -I  don't  know  why  Mr.  Walsh  wanted 
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toinake-u^  his  accounts  to  a  particnlar  atHonnt.  I  Bigne d 
the  receipt  for  £!2lO  beoanse  it  wa«  laid  before  me  at  tlie 
last  moment. 

Did  it  ptrike  you  it  was  to  be  used  for  the  purposeH  of 
deception  ?— I  thought  it  was  not  a  straightforward  pro- 
ceedlog. 


TWENTY-THIRD  DAY.— Wednesday, 

i^OVEMBER   24. 

Mr.  Douglas,  the  present  Secretary  of  ^he  Junior  Carl- 
ton Club  (re-cailed).  He  »aid, — I  produce  the  paRF-bnok 
of  the  Junior  OaiUon  Club  on  Messrs.  Herriea,  Farqahar, 
and  Co.  It  contains  entries  during  -the  periods  of  April 
to  October  of  this  year.  There  in  «n  entry  on  July  26nh 
of  600^.  to  Mr.  Martin.  It  refers  'to  a  cheque  of  500^. 
which  I  produced  on  the  last  ocoa«ion.  It  is  drawn  by 
Mr.  Charges  Legge  and  Sir  Geo.  Pre&oott,  and  is  payable 
to  Charles  Martin  or  order. 

Canyon  explain  that  en  try-on  the  12th  of  April,  5001. 
with  the  word  "  political?" — That  ds  the  annual  donation 
from  the 'Club  h>  the  Central  Conservative  Office. 

With  reference  to  any  particular  election?  No  ;  it  is 
that  every  year. 

Mr.  Harold  John  Adams,  examined  by  Mr.  Cowie, 
said  :  I  am  a  traveller  and  eommiseion  agent.  I  reside  in 
Clarendon  Street,  Birmingham.  I  have  been  employed 
at  different  times  by  Mr.  Nuttall.  I  daresay  it  is  five 
years  ago  ftince  I  was  firot  employed  by  him.  That  wa« 
not  as  a  detectrve,  but  as  a  canvasser.  I  went  to  Oxford 
at  the  end  of  April  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Nuttall. 

What  were  you  employed  to  do  ?— We  were  employed 
to  watch  the  election  on  behalf  of  Sir  Wm.  Haroourt. 

Had  you  any  detailed  instructions  given  you  by  Mr. 
Nuttall? — None  whatever.      Mr.  Bode  accompanied  me. 

How  did  you  set  to  work  to  watch  the  election  f—WeU, 
we  went  to  Oxford  without  any  sf>ecial  knowledge.  We 
went  to  various  publichouses  we  knew  to  be  Oonaervative 
to  glean  what  we  could,  and  got  into  conversktion  with 
people. 

Did  you  represent  yourselves  as  Oonservatives?— Yes; 
and  we  wore  the  Conservative  colours.     * 

Did  you  succeed  in  making  the  people  at    the  Con 
servative  publichouses  believe  that  you  belonged  to  their 
party  ? — Thoronghly  so.     We  arrived  at  Oxford  on  the 
30th  of  April.    We  went  first  to  the  Alliance  Hotel,  where 
Mr.  Nuttall  was  staying. 

Did  he  give  you  directions  ?— No.  He  said  simply  what 
he  required  was  that  we  should  ge  and  do  the  best  we 
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Could.  We  wenfr  first  to  Boulter's  publicbbosA  on  the 
Iffl^y  Road  to  obtain  loilgings.  I  could  not  succeed  in 
tba%  and  Icame  to  the  Alliance  and  had  apartments  there. 
I  then  went  to  the  Gikte-houne  and  got  into  conversation 
with  the  landlord's  son.  It  was  on  the  Saturday  murning 
that  I  went  to  the  Gate-house . 

Did  you  see  any  thin?  at  Boulter's  on  the  first  occasion  f 
— Yes,  I  saw  a  considerable  quantity  of  beer  carried  to 
the  Committee 'room  in  the  Cowley  Road.  I  saw  it  taken 
myself. .  I  don't  know  the  name  of  the  house. 

Was  there  a  nun:ber  7— Not  that  I  am  aware  of.  I  only 
saw  beer  carried  to  the  Committee  room  on  one  occasion. 
Bills  were  .plastered  all  over  the  house.  I  went  tu  the 
Gate-house  on  the  Saturday  morning.  It  id  kept  by  Mr. 
Albert  Cook.  I  went  to  Mr.  Pay  ne'e  house  in  Little 
Clarendon  Street  on  the  Thursday.  I  did  not  see  him  then  . 
that  I  am  aware  of. 

Did  you  notice  anything  going  on  there  that  you  men-  - 
tioned'to  Mr.  Nuttall? — It  was  what  you  may  call  an  . 
open  house.     Anyone  who  wore  the  blue  colours  had  beer 
served  to  him  without    any  charge  being  made^i    I -was 
there  about  three  parts  of  an  hour. . 

How  many  people  cameinT-^Xhere  were. about  40  or 50 
that  came  into  the  house.  There  were  also  a  number  of 
people  in  the  front  room.  I  was  in  the  bar  at  th« 
back. 

Were  these  supplied  with  beer  ?— Yes,  and  I  am  certain 
no  money  was  paid  during  the  time  I^was  there,  except  in 
isolated  cases. 

Did  you  count  how  many  «aid  for  beer  and  those  who 
did  not?— No,  but  at  least  only  four  or  five  out  of  50.  Some 
of  the  beer  was  carried  into  the  kitchen  in  large  cans.  I 
stood  outside  the  door  and  coul'i  see  all  that  passed.  It 
was  on  the  30th  of  April  that  I  went  to»^.  the  Gate-house 
and  saw  the  landlord's  son.  I  made  some  notes  at  the 
time,  and  if  ynu  have  no  objection  I  will  refresh  my 
memory  with  them.  It  was  from  these  notes  that  I  made 
my  rep'>rt  to  Mr;  Nuttall.  Mr.  Cook's  son  said  that  they 
had  15,0002.  at  the  bank,  and  that  they  meant  winning 
the  election  this  time.  They  were  prepared  to  give  51, 
for  a  vote.  It  was  owing  to  their  not  having  sutficient 
money  that  they  loAt  the  April  election.  This  was  about 
ten  o'clock  on  the  Saturday  morning.  I  don't  think  any 
beer  was  being  given  away  on  that  occasion.  I  might  not 
have  made  a  note  o£  the  fact  that  no  beer  was  given  away. 
I  don't  remember  reporting  anything  about  beer.  Bude 
was  with  me. 

Di'i  you  both  make  reports  when  yon  went  out  together  ? 
•^Yes. 

Separate  reports  ?— Yes,  but  they  were  a  f<ic  sinule  of 
each  other. 

Did  you  agree  to  put  down  the  same  ? — No  ;  we  could 
not  very  well  put  down  anything  different. 
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Did  yon  look  at  his  book  as  well  as  yours?— Yes.  I 
think  we  each  said  the  same  thin^r. 

You  looked  at  Bode's  book  bf fore  you  made  the  report  ? 
— ^Yea.  On  Monday,  the  &rd  of  May,  I  viaited  the  Har- 
court  Arms,  Leaver's,  Bossom'tn  C>  mmittee  Room,  the 
Lamb  and  Fla^r,  and  various  other  places.  I  had  nothing 
to  report  of  moment  at  any  of  these.  I  went  to  Fayne'd 
on  the  4th  twice. 

Did  you  muke  any  report  ? — I  reported  that  beer  was 
being  served  in  large  quantities  both  times.  I  did  not 
report  anything  else.  Nearly  all  tbe  men  at  Payne's  wore 
blue  coleurs. 

Did  you  report  anything  about  money  being  paid  ?— No, 
I  said  nothing  about  it  that  I  know  of.  They  still  thouRht 
me  to  be  a  Oouservative.  Mr.  Tew,  of  Hytbe  Bridge 
Street,  gave  me  tbe  colours  I  wore.  They  were « ffered  tcus. 

Had  you  previou-<Iy  represented  that  you  were  Con* 
lerrativrs  ? — Yes,  I  reported  that  there  was  a  Committee 
Boom  in  Hythe  Bridge  Street  where  no  business  was  done. 
I  visited  that  room  every  day  from  the  Monday  until  tbe 
election.     I  did  nut  visit  any  other  Committee  Boom. 

Did  you  report  anything  about  it— that  tbe  men  were 
IfMinging  about,  and  drinking  was  goiog  un  ? — There  was 
always  a  two-gallon  can  of  beer  uud^^r  the  table.  I  did 
not  see  the  can  taken  away  and  brought  in  agam.  Some- 
times  there  were  twaor  three  men  at  tbe  Committee 
Boom,  and  nometimes  a  dozen  or  more.  There  were  Tew, 
Webb,  Harry  Jones,  and  one  or  two  men  named  Howkins 
and  Spoken,  who  seemed  to  be  the  leaders  of  the  lot.  Tbe 
men  were  introduced  to  roe  by  T«:)«v.  We  went  to  a  free- 
and-easy  at  the  Gat^'-house  on  the  Saturday  niKht,  I  saw 
some  of  the  men  in  the  Committee  Boom  drinking  out  of 
the  can  of  beer.  I  did  not  notice  who  brought  it  into  the 
room,  and  I  don't  know  wht^re  it  came  from. 

Did  you  make  any  remark  to  Tew  about  the  work,  or 
rath  r  the  no  work,  that  was  going  on  ?— I  asked  him  what 
the  men  were  supposed  to  do.  He  said  they  wi$re  sup- 
posed to  be  canvassing,  but  there  woa  notbinK  to  do.. 

Did  you  offer  to  do  any  work  ?— Yes.  I  offered  to  can- 
vass. We  were  to  have  gone  canvassing  on  one  or  two 
occasion!*,,  but  there  seemed  nothing  to  do.  W^e  were 
to  have  gone  out  with  Jones  aad  Tew  in  tbe  St.  Thomas 
district.  We  asked  for  the  canvass  list,  but  could  not  get  it, 

I  suppose  you  were  not  very  eager  for  the  work  I — Well, 
we  had  no  particular  wi>4h  for  it.  I  did  not  have  any  in- 
structions from  Spokes  at  any  time.        * 

Did  you  yourself  take  any  of  the  beer  ? — Oh,,  yes,-  I  had 
a  glass  of  beer  on  several  occasions,  and  so  did  Bode.  It 
was  handed  to  us.  On  Thursday,  the  6th  of  May,.  I  went 
to  the  Marlborough  Arms,  and  I  saw  two  or  three  men 
come  in  and  have  beer,  but  no  money  passed.  I  don't 
know  whether  they  were  known  to  the  landlord.  On  the 
Thursday  or  Friday  I  went  to  Boulter's  and  saw  many 
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glassed  of  beer  given  away.  A  man  named  KHmpson 
wanted  us  to  join  in  a  spree  to  pull  down  the  Liberal  flags. 
We  agreed  to  do  fo,  but  we  «tid  not  join  in  it.  There  was 
a  good  deal  of  this  going  on.  I  wan  introduced  to  CharU  s 
Han  is  at  the  Britannia.  He  was  employed  as  a  canvasser 
and  WAS  a  voter.  Oa  the  Friday  evening  I  went  to  Payne*s 
and  the  drinking  was  excessive.  I  met  Bode  every  morn- 
ing. I  made  the  report  to  Mr.  Nuttall  in  the  mornins?. 
On  the  pulling  day  we  fetched  up  two  voters,  and  after- 
wards went  oo  the  river.  The  Conservatives  understood 
we  were  asninting.  We  did  not  receive  any  pay.  The  two 
voters  we  fetched  lived  at  Oaney.  We  wei.t  with  Harry 
Joned.  It  was  between  9  and  10  o'clock  we  did  thix. 
There  seemed  nothing  else  to  do  after,  and  Jones  and  Tew 
accompanied  us  up  the  river.  We  returned  to  Birmingham 
on  the  SMtuiday  evening.  On  the  Monday  evening  we 
came  back  to  Oxford  and  saw  Mr.  Nuttall  at  the  Alliance. 
He  to!d  U8  be  wanted  further  evidence,  and  anked  if  we 
thought  we  were  safe.  He  told  us  to  mix  amongst  the 
same  people  as  before.  We  went  to  a  Conservative  supper 
at  the  Swan  Inn.  I  had  seen  Tew  iu  the  meantime.  Tew 
told  me  on  several  occasions  of  men  being  paid  7^.  6<1.  a 
day  as  mest^engers.  They  were  all  votera.  He  said 
Ward  was  employed  at  the  Brewe;*y  and  he  was  afraid 
of  being  p'^osecuted,  having  bribed  to  a  large  extend 
We  did  not  find  ont  any  hing  about  it.  Bode  hid  a 
conversation  with  Mr.  UalPs  coachman.  We  visited 
Payne's  on  oi.e  or  two  occasions  to  find  out  when 
the  men  were  to  be  paid.  They  said  they  were  not  in  a 
hurry,  and  were  going  to  wait  to  see  what  followed.  One 
evening  we  saw  Mrs.  Boulter,  and  she  said  her  husband 
was  gone  to  a  meeting.  She  said  she  was  told  to  supply 
all  the  voters  with  beer  on  the  polling  day  who  asked  for 
it,  and  was  to  make  an  entry  of  it.  On  one  occasion  at 
Boulder's  Kempson  asked  me  to  have  a  glass  of  al**,  and  I 
hf  d  two  glasses  with  him.  I  am  certain  he  did  not  pay 
for  it.  I  did  not  offer  to  pay.  That  was  one  of  the  cases 
I  reported  to  Mr.  Nuttall.  I  went  to  Hone's  on  the  13th 
of  May.  They  were  then  paying  the  Copley  district.  I 
made  a  report  of  this.  I  saw  two  men  sitting  at  the  table 
and  they  pushed  money  across  it.  Mr.  Draper  was  present. 
I  don't  know  Mr.  Thomas  by  sight.  I  reported  the  names 
of  some  of  the  men  who  were  paid.  I  asked  them  their 
names  as  they  left  the  bar.  Sometimes  we  did  not  take 
notes.  All  th<^se  persons  were  paid  in  the  same  way.  The 
men  said  theyjiad  been  employed  as  messengers.  One  of 
the  men  said  he  was  employed  as  a  messenger,  and  bad  got 
some  gold.  I  asked  him  what  he  did  for  it.  He  replied, 
"  Nothing ;  I  took  two  messages  on  the  day  of  the  election, 
but  it  was  not  worth  twopence."  He  said  he  had  voted. 
I  found  out  the  name  of  the  man. at  the  time  and  put  it 
in  the  report.  I  believe  it  was  Butler.  There  was  a  man 
they  called  **  Fidgetty  Jim."    He  had  money  in  his  hand. 
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and  be  said  he  voted  aod  it  paid  him  well.  He  did  not 
say  what  work  he  had  done.  He  did  not  meution  the 
Dames  of  those  about  the  C  mmittee  room.  Mathew 
Baroep  said  he  had  drawn  some  of  his  money.  I  saw  him 
«t  BoulterV  on  several  occa<'ioDS.  He  said  it  was  agreed 
to  give  him  l(k.  a  da>  if  '*  the  Sqaire''  got  in.  Philip  Per- 
kins had  £2  or  £3  odd.  He  stated  that  he  voted.  I 
reported  this  to  Mr.  Kuttall.  I  don't  remember  stating 
iu  the  report  that  1  could  not  get  out  of  him  that  he  h%d 
voted.  Kempson  afterwards  told  me  that  he  had  voted. 
I  think  50  or  60  persons  were  being  paid  at  Hone's.  The 
named  I  ascertained  I  put  in  the  report.  I  had  m>t,  great 
difficulty  in  getting  the  names.  If  we  had  made  close  en- 
quiries it  woold  have  looked  suspicious.  I  reported  that 
Draper  had  made  a  mark  for  a  man's  signature.  I  have 
DO  recollection  of  his  name.  I  ti  ied  to  ascertain  it  in  the 
bar.  I  made  the  report  without  the  name.  On  the  14th 
of  May  Lmet  Kempson  at  the  "  Bed,  White,  and  Blue," 
Cowley  Road.  I  think  it  was  the  niKht  that  Kempson 
said  he  had  paid  Harris.  The  landlord  (Mr.  Bryan)  said 
Harris  had  paid  his  score,  so  he  supposed  he  had  got  his 
money.  On  the  15'th  of  May  I  visited  the  "  Rising  Sun," 
in  St.  Thomas'.  The  payments  in  St.  Thomas  district 
were  put  off  from  time  to  time.  There  was  considerable 
drinking  in  St.  Thomas'.  Cook  said  on  the  15th  of  May 
it  was  decided  to  pay  the  messengers  7».  6d.  a  day.  They 
grumbled  at  this  because  they  wanted  lO*.  as  "  the  Squire" 
got  in.  The  voters  were  not  to  be  paid  until  the  petition 
was  over.  On  the  17th  Cook  said  the  men  would  not  be 
paid  until  the  following  Saturday.  I  remained  in  Oxford 
until  the  22nd.  On  two  occasions  we  saw  Spokes,  of  the 
Hythe  Bridge  Committee  room,  go  to  the  Brewery  and 
draw  money  and  then  pay  the  men — as  many  as  a  dozen 
one  time  and  on  another  occasion  five.  To  ceveral  he  gave 
5§.  and  others  half  sovereigns.  I  did  not  discover  any 
specifie  acts  of  bribery  beyond  what  I  have  stated.  I 
was  paid  £1  Is.  a  day.  We  did  not  get  amongst  the 
Liberals  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Ridley— I  am  sure  Mr.  Spokes  went  to  the 
Brewery  to  get  the  money.  We  were  at  the  White  Swan, 
which  is  near  the  Brewery.  Mr.  Wells,  I  believe,  was  the 
agent  for  the  district.  Tbere  were  lots  of  talk  of  direct 
bribery,  but  I  know  nothing  beyond  what  I  have  told  yon. 
Mr.  Ward  was  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Hall,  and  he  was 
Mr.  Hall's  coachman.  I  received  22  guineas,  besides  my 
ttzpentfes.  We  were  paid  by  Mr.  Nuttall.  I  don't  very 
cfften  go  on  these  election  excursions.  I  have  had  some 
experience  in  electioneering.  I  have  been  eagaged  as  a 
detective  on  one  occasion  previously.  I  did  not  f^ee  Mr. 
Payne  pay  the  men,  but  I  saw  a  great  deal  of  beer  drinking 
there  after  the  election.  I  talked  politics,  but  not 
largely.  I  did  not  see  any  treating  at  the  Harcoort 
Arms.     BoBBoms'  was  a  Committee  room,  but  I  don't 
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think  it  was  paid  for,  and  bills  were  plastered  all  o^er 
the  house.  There  were  oleika  there.  They  were  sittiufl: 
down  talkinsr,  &c.  I  saw  colours  brought  in  and  cut  up 
for  distribution.  I  did  not  see  treatioGf  there.  I  was 
never  at  the  head  Gomnsiittee  room  Id  Jeiicho. 

Do  you  know  of  any  bills  being  put  up  in  **  Mr.  Hall's 
Committee  room,**  when  really  there  was  no  Committee 
room  ?— I  only  know  of  one,  and  that  was  Kempson*?,  in 
the  Cowley  district.  The  bills  were  put  up  in  his  window, 
but  the  room  was  never  interfered  with  in  any  way. 
Kempson  was  engaged  an  a  paid  agent  on  the  Conservative 
side.  I  went  to  the  Welsh  Pony.  We  could  not  ascer- 
tain anything  of  the  paupers.  I  went  to  the  Cross  Keys. 
There  wa<)  some  treating  there,  but  we  could  not  find  out 
the  man's  name.  A  man  paid  f  «)r  glasses  to  all  in  the 
house  twice.  No  one  could  tell  us  who  he  wa<4.  I  don't 
know  Albert  Smith  of  the  "Queen,"  Cowley  Ko&d,  and  I 
don't  know  anything  of  the  Grey-hound. 

Mr.  Harry  Cbeetham  Bode,  examined  by  Mr.  Ridley, 
said, — I  am  a  tin  plate  worker.  I  went  with  Mr.  Adams 
to  Oxford,  and  he  »tayed  at  the  Ttmperance  Hotel.  We 
could  not  get  lodgings  together,  and  I  stayed  at  the 
Pheasant.  That  was  next  door  to  one  of  Mr.  Hall's 
Committee  rooms.  On  one  occasion  I  saw  beer  taken 
there.  I  did  not  see  any  treating  at  the  Pbeaf^ant.  One 
of  the  clerks  was  frequently  in  the  Pheasant ;  he  seemed 
to  have  the  run  of  the  house.  I  don't  know  his  name.  I 
have  heard  Mr.  Adams  give  his  evidence,  and  I  have 
nothing  important  to  add  t<>  it.  When  Mr.  Adams  said 
there  were  50  or  60  at  Hone's  I  should  say  there  were  not. 
more  than  40. 

Were  you  ever  suspected  by  the  Conservatives? — On 
one  occasion  someone  was  watobiog  outside  the  hotel,  and 
I  wan  followed,  and  they  began  to  suspect  me.  I  then 
walked  straight  into  the  Committee  room.  They  called 
the  person  out  I  was  speaking  to,  and  asked  him  if  he 
knew  who  I  waf*.  He  said  I  was  a  friend,  aad  hd  had 
known  me  several  days. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— I  saw  Spokes  go  into  the  brewery.  He 
did  not  know  at  that  time  I  was  a  traitor  in  the  camp.  I 
was  paid  11.  Ip.  a  day  and  expenses.  I  was  at  the  dinner 
af:  the  "  Swan,"  and  sat  next  to  Mr.  Hall's  coachman. 
He  was  talking  about  the  election,  and  said  somHthing 
about  the  Liberals  trying  to  have  it  that  Mrs.  Morrell 
had  been  bribing  people.  He  said  she  had  done  her  work 
quietly,  and  nothing  had  come  of  it. 

Mr.  Kidley— Was  it  a  report  that  Mrs.  Morrell  had 
been  bribing  400  people  ?  Was  a  number  of  400  mentioned  ? 
— I  c»»n't  remember. 

It  is  in  your  report. — I  did  not  attach  any  importance 
to  it  at  all.  There  was  simply  a  conversation  between 
us,  and  I  did  not  get  any  facta  that  she  had  bribed  so-and- 
so  on  a  ceitain  date. 
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Mr.  Edmnnd  Bentley,. examined  by  Mr*  Cave,  said,— I 
livA  at  17,  Mnntz  Street,  Birmingham,  and  am  an  engineer 
And  commerdal  traveller.  I  was  about  in  Oxford  at  the 
May  election  for  five  or  «ix  days.  In  the  evoningra  I  die- 
gnised  myself  accordinGi'  to  circamHtances  and  th**  housen 
visited.  OntheSrdofMaylwenttothe  "Koval Blenheim." 
Little  Clarendon  Street.  There  were  a  number  of  people 
at  the  back  of  the  bonoe.  I  was  stnppftd  in  the  pa^saflfe, 
and  told  I  could  not  go  that  way.  There  was  a  place 
that  peem«>d  tr)  be  used  as  a  Committee  room  at  the  back. 
It  was  dangerous  to  try  and  get  there.  I  daw  beer  carried 
to  the  back  of  the  house.  The  snme  evening  I  went  to  the 
Oate  House,  where  there  was  a  lot  of  drinking  going  on. 
The  landlord's  son  was  constantly  asked  for  driuk  daring 
the  evening,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  whispered  con- 
versation in  the  passage.  I  also  went  to  the  Kite.  I  was 
in  the  taproom,  and  there  were  six  or  eight  men  playing 
cards.  The  landlady  came  in,  and  pat  down  a  quart  jag 
of  beer,  and  then  another.  One  of  them  asked  who  paid 
for  if,  and  she  replied,  "  Never  mind — a  frend."  After  a 
short  time  the  landlord  came  in,  and  his  wife  whimpered 
something  to  him,  and  he  entered  the  room  and  enquired 
who  was  going  to  pay  for  the  pots.  One  ot  the  men  then 
pretended  to  pay  for  the  beer.  On  the  4th  of  May  I  went 
to  the  **  Royal  Blenheim."  I  found  drinking  going  on,  and 
the  same  persons  were  about  the  bar.  I  visited  the 
Harcourt  Arms  on  the  Tuesday.  Drinking  seemed  to  be 
going  on  freely  all  round.  Money  was  pretended  to  be 
passed.  I  had  a  piece  of  paper  in  my  hand,  on  which  I 
used  to  make  notes.  I  went  to  the  Lamb  and  Flag 
in  St.  Giles',  but  I  did  not  see  anything  suspiciour'. 
I  also  went  to  Best's  beerhouse  in  B«wley  Road.  There 
was  treating  going  on  there,  and  it  appeared  to  be  an  open 
house.  Even  after  eleven  o'clock  at  n^eht  I  saw  men 
coming  out  with  beer.  At  the  "Cr(>s<«  Keys"  in  Qiieen 
Street  I  saw  a  number  of  people,  low  characters,  soldiers 
and  women.  Drinking  was  going  on  there.  I  stayed  f  r 
balt-an-hour,  and  the  only  person  I  saw  pay  was  a  soldier. 
On  the  4th  of  May  I  went  to  Payne's  in  St.  Clement's  I 
should  say  that  was  an  open  bouse.  There  had  been  a 
meeting  close  bv,  and  the  people  were  flocking  in.  At  the 
"  Royal  Onk,"  St.  Clement's  the  landlord,  Thomas  Beath, 
was  entering  into  a  discussion  with  a  man,  and  I  slipped 
up  the  steps.  About  ten  or  twelve  people  were  in  the  tap- 
room. It  Heemed  that  when  a  person  passed  the  landlord's 
scrutiny  it  was  all  ri^ht.  I  had  a  vlass  of  beer  and  did 
not  pay  for  it.  I  went  into  the  **  Lion."  I  could  not  dis- 
cover that  money  wag  paid  there.  I  saw  what  appeared 
to  be  ofifers  more  than  anything  else.  On  the  Wednesday 
I  again  went  to  the  **  R<»yal  Blenheim,"  and  the  same 
persons  were  drinking  there  that  I  had  ae^n  before.  I 
went  to  the  "  Grayhound"  and  saw  a  man  wearing  the 
Liberal  colours,  who  said  he  was  selling  the  LiberaLs.    I 
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went  to  Mr.  Backell  at  the  Liberal  Hall  and  told  him  of 
this,  and  the  man  was  watched*  When  I  was  in  Cranham 
Street  I  heard  some  men  say  they  would  go  and  have  a 
belly  full  at  the  dirty  turn  out.  On  Thursday  I  went  to 
the  "  GratehoQse"  for  a  iew  minutes.  I  believe  the  same 
people  were  drinking  there  that  I  had  seen  previously. 
That  was  after  a  meeting  of  Sir  Wm.  HarcourVs  support- 
ers, which  took  place  almost  opposite  the  house.  A  man 
was  standing  in  the  doorway  and  the  landlady  appeared 
to  give  the  signal  as  to  who  should  enter.  The  passage 
was  crowded  with  persons.  The  tenour  of  the  conversation 
was  that  Mr.  Tew  was  to  be  trusted.  I  visited  the  *'  Kite" 
the  same  night,  and  there  was  a  great  deal  of  drinking,  in 
fact  it  seemed  an  open  house,  and  the  people  seemed 
entirely  careless.  It  seemed  that  they  served  the  men  at 
their  request.  I  don't  think  money  was  paid  there.  I 
afterwards  went  there  again,  but  the  place  was  crowded 
and  I  could  not  get  in.  Drinkrag  was  still  going  on.  The 
women  were  shouting  "  God  bless  the  little  Squire"  and 
*'  Hall  for  ever."  I  went  to  Beet's  beershop.  There  was 
a  good  deal  of  drinking  among  the  lower  classes.  They 
seemed  to  go  in  and  out  as  they  thought  fit.  I  can't  say 
that  anyone  paid  for  what  they  had  except  myself.  On 
tbs?  Friday  I  visited  the  **  Royal  Blenheim."  I  was  watched 
all  down  Jericho. 

By  Mr.  Oowie — I  acted  as  personation  agent  in  Birming- 
ham at  the  municipal  election.  I  acted  as  detective  at 
Frome  and  was  paid  1^.  Is.  i^-day  and  all  expenses.  I 
solicited  orders  at  Oxford,  but  that  was  a  blind ;  that  was 
to  throw  them  off  the  scent. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Cave,  witness  said, — I  did  not  see  any 
money  given  to  voters.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  con- 
versatioQ  as  to  what  the  men  would  have  after  the  election 
was  over.  They  said  it  would  be  all  right  but  they  would 
have  to  wait.  The  persons  who  said  this  were  wearingr 
colours.  They  were  running  about  with  envelopes  as  if 
on  an  errand.  The  kind  of  bribery  that  appeared  to  be 
done  was  in  the  employment  of  men.  I  should  think  that 
many  men  pretended  to  be  messengers  that  were  not 
employed. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  DAY.— Saturday, 

November  27. 

The  Commissioners  continued  their  enquiry  in  No.  3 
Committee  Room  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

Sir  William  Hart  Dyke,  principal  whip  and  Patronage 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  in  the  late  Administration, 
examined  by  Mr.  Cowie,  said— I  am  M.P.  for  Mid-Kent. 
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I  saw  Mr.  EvAtts,  with  reference  to  the  bve-election,  at 
St.  Stephen's  Charobem.  My  impression  is  that  I  was 
samaioned  to  see  to  Mr.  Eretm  at  St,  Stephen's  Gh^mbers. 
Oel.  Talbot,  Mr.  Skene  and  Mr.  Harvey  were  present. 

Will  yon  tell  us  the  snbstanoe  of  the  onnversation  ?" 
Mr.  Evetts  stated  that  there  was  great  anxiety  that 
there  should  be  a  contest  at  Oxford,  that  Mr.  Hall  was 
unable  to.  pay  anything  towards  the  expense,  and  that 
locally  it  would  not  be  possible  to  collect  any  funds.  He 
said  the  election  would  cost  about  3,500^ ,  and  he  wished 
us  to  subscribe  that  sum. 

Out  of  what  fund  ? — Out  of  the  general  fund. 

How  was  that  fund  contributed? — It  was  contributed 
by  the  subscriptions  of  members  of  Parliament,  and  friends 
of  the  party  at  the  General  Election. 

Was  it  a  fund  raised  for  the  purpose  of  the  G-eneral 
Election,  or  a  continuing  fund  ? — It  was  raised  at  the  time 
of  the  General  Election,  but  it  is  possible  a  small  balance 
misht  continue. 

Who  has  control  of  the  fund?— The  *<  whips"  of  the 
party. 

But  while  you  were  in  town  you  had  the  control  of  it  ? 
— If  I  was  in  town  I  should  naturslly  have  the  control  of  it. 

Col.  Talbot  tells  us  the  account  was  in  your  name,  but 
he  drew  cheques  ? —Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  tell 
the  OommiBsionerA  one  paint  that  I  recollect  with  reference 
to  this  question  that  I  am  now  being  examined  about. 
Before  Sir  William  Harcourt  was  actually  appointed 
Home  Secretary,  I  met  Mr.  Hall.  He  stated  to  me  that 
if  it  was  the  wish  of  the  party  he  should  fight  the  contest 
he  should  be  unable  to  bear  any  portion  whatever  of  the 
expense..  He  had  foaght  several  very  expensive  elections, 
and  he  told  me  distinctly  he  should  be  utterly  unable  to 
bear  any  portion  of  the  expense,  and  there  was.no  fund 
whatever  locally  for  the  purpose. 

Then  I  may  take  it  you  were  not  surprised  to  receive 
application  from  Mr.  Evetts  ? — I  was  i^ot  at  all  surprised. 

What  did  you  arrange  to  do  ? — I  stated  that  I  thought 
it  was  a  very  large  sum  he  was  asking  for,  but  at  length 
consented  to  pay  '6,0001.  towards  the  Ultimate  expenses  of 
the  election. 

Had  you  assisted  Mr.  Hall  in  the  April  election  ? — Ool. 
Talbot  I  think  stated  in  his  evidence  that  two  sums  of  5002. 
were  paid  to  him. 

Do  you  know  Pegler  alicu  Matthews  ?— No  I  don't.  I 
have  heard  somethibg  of  him. 

You  never  employed  him  yourself  ?— I  have'no  know- 
ledge of  him. 

■  Are  you  a. member  of  the  Junior  Oarlton  Olub  ?— No,  I 
am  not. 

Did  you  know  an]rthing  of  the  formation  of  a  fund  at 
that  Club  by  subscription  for  the  purpose  of  the  election 
expenses  ?—IrdmemberMr.Martin'8name being  mentioned 
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M  being  active  in  ooUecting  robscriptions  for  the  general 
fund. 

Did  von  know  that  any  eubacriptions  had  been  oollected 
at  the  Junior  Carlton  Club,  or  among  ttie  members  of  the 
Junior  Carlton  Club,  for  thepurposeof  the  Oxford  election  ? 
—No. 

Or  for  the  purposes  of  the  petition  which  followed  upon 
the  election  ?-^Yes. 

By  whom?— I  have  heard  during  the  last  few  days  that 
a  subscription  was  oollected  in  July  for  the  purpose  of  the 
petition.  I  ought  to  explain  that  at  the  last  election  I  wae 
very  mach  over-worked  myself,  and  I  had  to  take  a  long 
rest  from  active  woik.  That  will  account  for  my  not  being 
aware  of  these  things  at  the  time.  What  I  find  happened 
was  this.  A  subscription  was  collected  by  Lord  Henry 
Thynne  and  Mr.  Rowland  Winn,by  whom  the  greater  pare 
of  the  1,0002.  was  oollected,  and  this  money  was  handed 
oyer  to  Mr.  Martin  as  Treasurer  of  the  fund  to  defend  the 
Oxford  petition. 

Do  you  know  aujrthing  of  the  sum  of  5602.  having  been 
paid  by  Mr.  Martin  on  a  promissory  note  given  by  Mr. 
Hall's  solicitor  ?»!  know  nothing  of  that. 

Now  with  regard  to  the  3,0002.,  had  you  any  reports  or 
laformation  from  Oxford  as  to  what  was  being  done  with 
it  ? — No,  I  had  nothing. 

You  told  us,  I  think,  that  you  consented  to  pay  3,0002. 
towards  the  legitimate  expenses  of  the  election  ?— Ye^. 

Had  you  any  idea  that  part  of  the  money  would  be 
devoted  to  aoy  payments  in  connection  with  the  previous 
election  in  April  ?— Not  the  least. 

Do  you  consider  that  part  of  the  legitimate  expenses  of  ^ 
the  May  election? —No,  I  should  say  decidedly  not,  and 
I  should  never  ccmsent  to  subscribe  any  money  to  such  a 
purpose.     I  have  only  seen  Mr.  Martin  once. 

When  was  that?— I  t^^ink  in  September  laftt.  On  my 
return  from  Sootland  I  was  having  luncheon  at  the  Junior 
Carlton  Club  in  consequence  of  the  Senior  Club  being 
closed  for  repairs.  I  was  lunching  with  a  friend,  and  he 
asked  me  to  go  upstairs  and  wished  to  try  some  wine,  and 
I  went  to  the  Secretary's  room.  I  did  not  say  anything  to 
him  about  the  Oxford  election. 

Do  you  know  that  the  cheque  by  which  the  3,0002.  was 
paid  to  Mr.  Evetta  came  back  to  London  to  be  changtd 
for  another  ? — I  did  not  know  it  at  the  time.  I  have 
no  knowledge  of  it  beyond  what  I  have  heard  from  the 
evidence  that  has  come  before  you. 

I  presume  that  to  be  the  cheque  payable  to  Mr.  Evett's 
order  and  crossed.  Should  you  have  thought  it  was  a 
remarkable  circumstance  that  the  cheque  was  sent  back 
to  be  changed  to  one  payable  to  bearer  hot  crossed  ? — 
What  I  should  have  felt  vrith  reference  to  that  would 
entirely  depend  on  the  person  who  sent  it  me.  If  it  bad 
been  sent  by  a  leader  of  the  party  I  should  not  have  thought 
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it  strange.    It  mast  depead  entirely  on  the  person  making 
the  request. 

It  appears  that  making  a  cheque  payable  to  order  and 
crossiQg  it  BO  as  to  go  through  a  banker  was  a  straigkt- 
f orward  way  of  paying  money.  Do  you  consider  the  fact 
of  its  having  to  go  through  an  Oxford  banker  sufficient 
reason  for  the  person  to  whom  it  was  to  be  paid  desiring 
that  it  should  be  changed  for  one  not  having  to  go  through 
an  Oxford  bank  ?— I  know  there  is  always  a  very  strong 
feeling  with  a  candidate  with  reference  to  the  point  that 
it  should  not  be  known  in  any  shape  or  form  he  ia  being 
assisted  at  the  election. 

Do  you  think  that  sufficient  reason?— I  think  it  is  a 
strong  reason. 

And  supposing  that  such  a  representation  had  been  made 
would  you  have  thought  proper  to  have  given  a  cheque 
that  might  be  cashed  at  once  ? — Yes,  on  that  ground.  I 
know  nothing  more  with  reference  to  the  Oxford  election 
beyond  what  I  have  told  you. 

By  Mr.  Cave — As  a  rule  we  don't  supply  money  for  a  bye 
election,  I  have  had  to  do  with  the  fund  since  I  have  been 
in  office.  There  was  the  same  fund  for  the  general  election 
of  1874.  I  had  to  do  with  the  fund  at  that  time.  I  was 
connucted  with  the  management  of  the  elections  of  1874, 
and  in  that  sense  was  connected  with  the  fund. 

I  want  to  know  whether  you  had  any  mode  of  exercising 
control  over  the  disposal  ol  the  3,000^.? — Well,  I  certainly 
did  not  take  anv  steps  with  ref er^nce  to  the  disposal  of  it. 
I  had  Mr.  Kail  s  statement  that  he  required  this  sum  for 
the  whole  of  the  legitimate  expenses  ot  the  election,  and  I 
honestly  believed  at  the  time, — as  I  did  to  the  time  of  the 
enquiry, — that  this  3,000^.  was  all  that  was  available.  I 
had  not  the  least  intimation  that  £500  .was  raised 
locally. 

Then  so  far  as  you  and  those  with  whom  you  acted  in 
London  were  concerned  no  steps  were  taken  to  see  how 
this  3,0002.  was  applied? — No  steps  were  taken  in  any 
way. 

Did  you  ever  enquire  if  it  had  been  applied  and  how  it 
had  been  applied  ? — No,  I  did  not. 

After  you  heard  that  a  petition  had  been  filed  and  bribery 
was  alleged  did  you  ask  for  any  account  as  to  what  had 
been  done  with  the  3,0002. ? — No,  I  did  not.  I  did  not 
communicate  with  Mr.  Evetts  or  Mr.  Hall.  I  did  not 
know  that  5002.  had  been  subscribed  towards  the  petition 
by  the  Junior  Carlton  Club. 

Is  it  usual  when  sums  are  subscribed  for  the  purpose  of 
an  election  from  this  fund  to  adopt  any  measures  for  see- 
ing that  the  money  has  been  spent  legally  ? — I  confess  I 
have  never  taken  any  steps  to  produce  that  result.  I  have 
always  assumed  that  if  the  money  was  given  in  each  case 
to  some  very  responsible  person  it  would  be  spent  legally, 
as  in  the  case  of  my  own  election. 
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Mr.  Bassell,  o|  the  firm  of  GoUyer-Bristow,  Withers, 
and  Rassell,  Bedford  Bow,  examined  by  Mr.  Ridley — I 
had  the  management  of  the  election  petition  at  Oxford  on 
behalf  of  Iha  respondent,  Mr.  Hall.  I  was  first  applied 
to  I  think  on  the  20th  of  May,  asking  whether  I  would 
act  in  case  there  should  be  a  petition.  I  had  the  manage- 
ment  of  the  petition  throughout. 

What  steps  did  you  take  as  to  the  funds  that  were 
necessary  ? —  Shortly  after  the  briefs  were  delivered  I 
asked  Mr.  Hall  J  or  his  partner— -perhaxjs  both— but  one  of 
them,  for  a  cheque  on  account.  The  briefs  were  delivered 
on  the  28th  of  July. 

Did  you  get  a  cheque  from  Mr.  Hall  ? — ^I  think  Mr. 
Evetts  gave  it  to  me  and  it  was  signed  by  Mr.  Hail. 

What  was  the  amount? — £500.  I  received  no  other 
money.  1  hat  is  all  the  money  I  received  for  the  expenses 
of  the  petition.  I  never  got  any  money  from  the  Junior 
Carlton  Club  or  Mr.  Martin.  I  had  no  knowledge  of 
money  being  found  to  pay  the  account.  I  did  not  know 
there  had  been  a  grant  by  way  of  loan  from  the  Club  for 
the  petition.  The  cheque  was  signed  "  Hall  and  Co.,"  on 
an  Oxford  bank.  Messrs.  Parsons  and  Co.,  I  think.  I 
don't  know  that  money  has  been  found  in  other  quarters. 

Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Evetts  had  been  expending 
money  in  getting  up  evidence  ? — I  have  no  doubt  that  he 
must  have  been  to  some  expense  in  the  enquiries  that  he 
made.  He  must  have  disbursed  money.  1  was  informed 
that  persons  were  employed— not  regular  detectives — to 
make  enquiries  and  watch  the  other  side. 

Who  were  they?  —  I  think  there  was  a  man  named 
Edmonds  and  a  man  named  Savage,  and  perhaps  one  or 
two  others,  but  I  don't  recollect  their  names. 

Who  paid  the  expenses  of  these  men  ? — I  don't  know. 
I  should  think  Mr.  Evetts. 

Then  there  must  have  been  some  source  besides  the 
money  in  your  hands  by  which  these  expenses  were  to  be 
defrayed  ?— The  only  source  was  Mr.  Evetts'.  Mr.  Hall's 
is  the  only  cheque  I  have  had  at  present.  I  shall  send  in 
my  charges  in  the  usual  way. 

They  will  amount  to  a  large  sum  beyond  that  ? — I  should 
think  they  would,  The  briefs  delivered  included  the 
names  of  some  960  or  980  persons.  There  were  nearly 
fifty  sheets  of  brief  paper.  It  was  very  heavy  indeed.  I 
had  a  staff  of  clerks  at  Oxford.  The  moment  I  got  the 
particulars  I  went  to  Oxford  with  a  ntskfS.  of  clerks,  and  I 
was  eogaged  there  thoroughly  investigating  e^ery  case  as 
far  as  the  time  would  permit.  I  had  but  little  time,  and 
I  applied  to  postpone  the  trial,  and  I  succeeded  in  getting 
it  put  off  for  two. days.    It  was  a  great  labour. 

Was  the  evidence  of  persons  alleged  to  be  guilty  of  cor- 
rupt employment  taken  by  your  clerks  ? — Partly  by  me 
and  partly  by  my  derks. 

Now  of  course,  after  the  enquiry,  perhaps  I  may  ask 
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you  whether  there  were  any  corrupt  practices  ?  — The 
decision  of  the  Judges  was  that  there  had  been  ccrrupt 
practices  under  colourable  employment  mainly.  The 
corrupt  practices  were  not  very  fully  gone  into. 

That  was  your  decision? — I  could  not  but  concur  in  that 
decision. 

When  did  you  first  become  aware  of  this  excessive  em- 
ployment —who  told  you  ?— I  think  Mr.  Evetts,  when  I 
Went  down  on  an  early  occasion  after  I  had  been  instructed 
— about  the  7r.h  of  .Tune.  I  became  aware  of  it  to  some 
extent,  but  not  to  the  full  extent. 

Did  you  go  into  the  vouchers  that  had  been  filed  on  the 
accounts  ?— t  never  askw  a  voucher  or  an  account.  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  making  up  of  the  accounts  or  the 
filing  of  them.  Mr.  Walsh  never  told  me  he  had  any 
money  on  account  of  the  petition  fund.  I  did  not  act  as 
Mr.  Walsh's  agent.  I  bad  never  acted  for  Mr.  Hall  before. 

Mr.  Cave — You  say  Mr.  Walsh  never  told  you  he  had 
received  any  money  on  account  of  the  petition.  Did  you 
ever  hear  from  him  of  his  receiving  1,000^.  and  another 
500^.?— Yep,  he  told  me  he  had  been  to  London  to  get 
some  farther  money  to  meet  the  remaining  liabilities 
which  had  to  be  discharged.  I  understood  him,  to  the 
best  of  my  recollection,  that  he  had  obtained  500/.  from 
the  Carlton,  and  had  borrowed  1,000^.  on  the  credit  of  his 
firm.  I  think  I  first  heard  that  when  I  went  to  Oxford 
after  the  delivery  of  the  briefs  for  the  purposes  of  pre- 
paring for  the  triaL  That  would  be  about  the  20th  or  the 
22nd  of  July. 

You  aAv  he  told  you  he  had  received  500?.  and  borrowed 
another  1,0002.  Are  you  sure  you  are  right  in  that,  or 
that  he  had  received  1,000Z.  and  borrowed  5002.  ?— Not  to 
my  recollection.  I  did  not  pay  great  attention  because  it 
was  a  matter  that  did  not  concern  me.  I  am  aware  it  has 
been  stated  different,  but  that  is  my  recollection. 

It  did  not  appear  that  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  your 
liabilities? — No,  or  I  should  have  asked  Mr.  Walsh  to 
hand  it  to  me. 

Was  the  evidence  you  succeeded  in  procuring  for  the 
petition  in  accordance  with  the  facts  that  have  been  given 
before  us  ? — Not  entirely,  I  should  think  the  evidei  ce  I 
succeeded  in  getting  was  very  unreliable. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — I  was  told  there  were  more  people  em- 
ployed by  the  Liberals  than  the  Conservatives  at  both 
elections.  .1  had  no  opportunity  of  testing  or  closely 
examining  that.  Time  did  not  allow  of  ray  ascertaining 
^e  exact  fact  accurately.  By  the  filed  accounts  it  was 
evident  a  great  many  had  been  employed  by  the  Liberalsi 
and  this  led  me  to  believe  a  more  favourable  result. 

Mr.  ,Henry  NichoUs,  ledger  keeper  in  the  bank  of 
Messrs.  Heries,  Farqubar,  and  Co.,  produced  the  private 
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pass  book  of  Mr.  MartiD,  late  Secretary  of  the  Jaaior 
Carlton  Club. 

Mr.  Cave — I  see  on  the  26th  of  July  you  cashed  a 
cheque  drawn  in  favolic  of  Mr.  Walsh  for  £1,500.  Can 
you  tell  me  how  that  was  presented  ?— I  can't  tell  how  it 
was  presented  except  over  the  eounter.  The  cheque  has 
been  returned  to  Mr.  Martin. 

On  the  same  day  there  is  credited  £500.  Can  you  show 
how  that  was  paid  in  ? — I  believe  the  credit  note  is  in  Mr. 
Martin's  handwriting^.  The  cheques  of  the  Club  are  drawn 
by  two  members  of  the  Committee,  and  countersigned  by 
the  Secretary. 

On  the  26th — the  same  day — there  is  credited  £347  49.— 
I  believe  that  was  in  several  cheques.  I  have  not  the 
particulars  of  it.  The  book  is  made  up  to  the  date  I 
received  the  subpcena. 

I  see  Mr.  Martin  continues  to  draw  cheques  ? — ^Yes. 

There  is  November  16  self  £10. — I  have  only  brought 
Touchers  to  the  end  of  October. 

And  on  November  4th  there  is  a  cheque  drawn  in  favour 
of  self  to  the  amount  of  £115.  By  whom  was  that  pre- 
sented?—! can't  tell  you.  I  could  do  so  if  I  had  the 
vouchers  here.  There  is  a  cheque  on  October  28th,  (Some 
of  the  cheques  appeared  to  have  been  paid  away  abroad, 
judging  from  tiie  endorsements,  coupled  with  the  fact 
that  they  had  been  presented  through  the  Continental 
Bank.) 

By  Mr.  Ridley — At  the  time  of  the  general  election 
money  was  paid  into  Mr.  Martin's  account,  and  cheques 
were  drawn  upon  it.  On  the  27th  of  March  a  cheque  was 
casbed  over  the  counter  for  £1,000,  and  on  the  14th  of 
April  there  was  a  cheque  for  £1,046  paid  to  Col.  Talbot. 
The  £1,000  was  in  hard  cash.  The  £1,046  was  paid 
through  the  London  and  Westminster  Bank,  and  that 
probably  would  be  m%de  up  of  contributions  to  the  fund 
at  the  disposal  of  the  whips  for  party  purpoeeSk  The 
cheque  for  £301  ISs.  9d.  on  the  12th  of  June  was  paid 
throaKh  the  London  and  County  Bank.  The  cheque  for 
£1,500  on  the  26th  of  July  was  in  one  item.  Notice  was 
not  sent  that  the  money  was  wanted  in  gold.  It  would 
not  be  considered  an  unusual  thing  to  draw  this  amount 
of  money  in  this  way.  There  are  three  or  four  clerks  in 
the  corresponding  room,  and  any  one  of  them  would  know 
of  letters  written  to  or  from  Mr.  Martin. 
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TWEWTY-FIFTH  DAY.— Wednesday, 

December  i. 

Mr.  Nicholls  recalled.  He  said,— I  produce  Mr.  Martin's 
cheques  that  have  been  paid  this  month.  OnNoy.5  there  is  a 
cheque  for  50^.  drawn  by  Mr.  Martin  and  made  payable 
to  self  or  bearer.  That  was  paid  over  the  counter.  We 
have  no  record  of  who  it  was  paid  to.  On  the  6  th  of 
Nov.  there  is  one  for  5^.  paid  tbrou^h  the  Imperial  Bank, 
and  on  the  same  day  another  for  50^.  was  paid  over  the 
counter.  On  the  16th  a  cheque  for  10/.  was  paid  through 
the  London  and  Joint  Stock  Bank.  That  appears  to  have 
been  endorsed  at  Nice  un  the  10th  of  Nov.  We  have  had 
no  communication  from  Mr.  Martin  except  by  these 
cheques.  I  have  enquired  of  the  corresponding  clerks, 
examined  the  books  and  files,  and  I  cannot  find  that  there 
has  been  any  communication  whatever.  On  the  Ist  of 
Nov.  two  Bumd  of  100^.  and  501.  were  paid  in  to  Mr.  Mar- 
tin's credit.  One  was  a  cheque  on  the  Norwich  Bank,  and 
the  other  was  in  money.  I  have  no  record  as  to  who  signed 
the  Norwich  cheque.  I  don't  know  who  the  John  Smith 
is  that  paid  in  the  501, 

Mr.  C.  E.  Legge,  of  Lavant,  Sussex,  and  Victoria 
Street,^  Westminster,  said — I  have  been  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Carlton  Club  for  the  last  four  years. 
Sir  George  Prescott  was  also  a  member  of  the  Committee, 
and  he  and  myself  signed  the  cheque  for  £500  payable  to 
Mr.  Martin. 

Can  you  tell  us  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was 
signed? — That  is  very  ditficult  indeed,  because  I  left 
London  on  the  16th  or  17th  of  July,  and  did  not  return  to 
reside  in  London  until  the  first  week  in  November. 
I  passed  through  London,  and  doubtless  I  signed  the 
cheque,  but  I  have  no  recollection  of  this  one  in  par- 
ticular. Whenever  I  passed  through  London  I  went  to 
the  club  and  asked  if  there  was  any  busiuess  to  be  done. 
No  doubt  I  signed  the  cheque  on  one  of  those  occasions. 
I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  when 
it  was  arranged  that  some  money  should  be  contributed 
towards  the  expenses  of  the  Oxford  election  petition.  I 
did  not  attend  any  Committee  meeting  from  the  16th  of 
July  to  the  first  week  in  November.  If  a  cheque  was 
laid  before  me  by  the  Secretary  I  should  assume  it  was 
for  a  payment  that  had  been  pasaed  by  the  Committee, 
and  it  is  my  duty  to  sign  a  cheque  if  it  was  put  before 
me  and  has  been  passed  by  the  Committee.  I  sign  so 
naany  cheques  that  I  have  no  recollection  of  this  par- 
ticular one.  I  should  not  make  any  enquiry  as  to  the 
purpose  for  which  the  money  was  to  be  drawn,  i  attended 
the  Committee  meeting  a  fortnight  before  the  26th  of 
July.  There  was  no  discussion  as  to  contributing  money 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Oxford  petition  or  the  election. 
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Assistance  has  alwftyBjheen  given  by  the  .Jnmor  Carlton 
Olub  to  elections,  buir  the  extent  of  it  has  never  come 
under  my  notice.  I  jiras  .not  aware  the  Committee  had 
resolved  to  j^ive  a  certain  sum  of  money  towards  the 
ezpHnses  of  tbe  Oxford  petition. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Druscovitoh,  private  enquiry  agent,  of 
LoDdoD,  examined  by  Mr.  Ridley,  said-rl  went  to  Oxford 
about  the  21st  of  May.  I  bad  been  asked  to  go  there  by 
Mr.  Evetts.  I  stayed  there  a  few  hours  and  sent  down 
three  men  to  help  in  detective  work.  They  were  to  find 
out  whether  there  was  any  bribery  on  tbe  Libera  1- side 
daring  the  previous  elections.  Mr.  Evetts  had  called  on 
me  in  Lonoon.  I  gave  certain  instructions  to  my  men 
and  told  tbem  where  to  put  up. 

What  were  their  names  ? — Is  it  necessary  to  give  tho 
names? 

Yes,  certainly. — Witness  then  wrote  the  names  on  a  slip 
of  paper,  which  he  handed  to  tbe  Commissioners. 

What  icstructioDs  did  you  give  as  to  how  they  were  to 
go  to  work?-OQe  was  to  be  a  commercial  traveller, 
another  an  actor,  and  a  third  a  journalist.  They  stayea 
in  Oxford  eight  days.  They  were  in  different  districts  and 
they  met  every  night.  They  made  a  report  to  Mr. 
Chadbourn,  a  clerk  to  tbe  solicitor  for  the  respondent.  Bat 
lam  exposing  my  basinesis.  (A  laugh.)  They  were  verbal 
reports,  and  he  put  them  in  form  and  sent  them  to 
London.  (Witness  handed  the  Commisiiioners  the  copies 
of  three  reports  forwarded  to  Mr.  Chadbourn.)  The  object 
was  to  counteract  and  prevent  the  Liberals  from  filing  a 
petition.  We  were  back  in  London  before  the  petition 
was  filed.  My  account  was  £54  Hs.,  which  was  paid  Ijy 
two  cheques  from  Mr.  Evetts. 


TWENTYSIXTH  DAY.— Saturday, 

December  4. 

Lord  Henry  Thynne,  M.P.,  said  he  collected  very 
nearly  £1,000  for  the  Oxford  Election  Petition.  He  was 
informed  that  Mr.  Hall  was  not  prepared  to  find  the 
money  to  fight  the  petition,  and  unless  he  received  ssMst* 
ance  he  would  not  defend  it.  Some  of  the  money 
WHS  ftnbflcribed  by  members  of  the  Cailton,  and  some  by 
members  of  the  party.  He  beard  first  from  Mr.  Hall  that 
he  was  not  in  a  position  to  fi^ht  the  petition.  In  the 
letters  he  writte  to  people  applying  for  sab^criptiotls  he 
Bsked  them  to  send  the  moii«y  to  Mr.  Martin,  bat  some 
sent  their  cheques  to  him,  and  these  be  handei  to  Mr. 
Martin.  He  was  aware  that  3,0002.  had  been  subscribed 
from  the  funds  of  the  Central  Office  for  the  election.    He 
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thought  Mr.  Walsh  saw  him  onoe  about  the  petitioo  to 
the  lobby  of  the  House  of  Commons,  but  he  would  not  be 
certain  whether  it  was  Lim  or  some  one  else.  He  was  not 
aware  the  Junior  Carlton  Club  was  subscribing  £500.  It 
was  a  distinct  understanding  that  the  1,000^.  was  for  the 
petition,  and  the  petition  alone.  He  would  certainly  not 
nave  approved  of  any  of  the  money  being  spent  in  paying 
off  outstanding  accounts. 

Sir  Qeo,  Fresoott  said  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Junior  Carlton  Club,  and  had  been  so 
or  two  years.  He  signed  a  cheque  on  the  26th  of  April 
for  5002.  He  was  going  out  of  town,  and  Mr.  Martin 
met  him  io  the  hall  and  said,  "  I  want  vou  to  sign  a  cheque 
immediately  because  it  is  important  the  money  should  be 
got  to-day."  It  was  alreadv  signed  by  Mr.  liegge,  and 
filled  in.  Nothing  wad  said  at  the  Committee  Meeting 
on  the  20th  with  regard  to  making  a  gn^ant  of  money 
towards  the  petition.  Mr.  Martin  said  it  was  an  advance 
on  a  promissory  note  for  ^Ir.  Walsh,  and  the  money  was 
for  the  petition.  He  should  think  Mr.  Martin  prepared 
the  cheque  on  his  own  responsibility,  tru&tinflr  that  the 
Comipittee  would  ratify  what  he  had'done.  No  member 
of  the  Committee  had  any  authority  to  grant  loans 
between  the  Committee  Meetings.  He  supposed  M*. 
Martin  had  some  sort  of  intimation  from  the  Central  Com- 
mittee to  advance  the  money.  Ha  understood  that  if  tbe 
loan  was  not  repaid,  the  amount  was  to  be  deducted  frooi, 
or  the  loan  treated,  as  the  next  annual  subscription  to  the 
Central  Political  Fund. 

Mr.  John  Thomas  Chadbourn,  derk  in  the  office  of 
Messrs.  OoUyer-Bristow,  Withers  and  Russell,  the 
solicitors  for  the  respondent  in  the  petition,  examined  by 
Mr.  Ridley  said,— I  went  to  Oxford  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  any  evidence  that  might  be  got  to  prepare  a  cross 
petition  if  necessary. 

Did  you  have  evidence  brought  to  you  for  that  purpose? 
— Yes,  there  were  two  or  three  peraons  that  I  learned  had 
received  bribes. 

Who  brought  you  the  evidence  ?— I  csm't  tell  you. 

Were  they  MTr.  Dru^covitch's  men  ?  —No  I  received  no 
reports  from  Mr.  Druscovitch's  men. 

Who  then?— From  persons  making  inquiries  on  behalf 
of  Mr.  Hall — Payne  and  Gvnes  or  sooie  of  those  persons. 

(Witness  handed  in  an  affidavit  and  two  other  papers). 

Then  it  was  determined  not  to  present  a  cross  petition? 
— No,  there  was  not  sufficient  material. 

No  material  for  it  ?— Except  that  which  I  have  handed 
in.  I  produce  a  copy  of  the  circular  sent  out  by  the 
Liberal  agents  inviting  the  men  to  breakfast.  I  stayed  in 
Oxford  a  week. 

Then  your  presence  was  connected  with  endeavouring 
to  get  up  a  counter  petition  and  not  answering  the  case  ?— 
Yes ;  the  time  however  had  passed  for  presenting  a  cross 
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petition.  No  detectives  were  employed  by  me.  I  did  not 
know  any  were  employed  until  I  went  to  Oxford.  I 
knew  Mr.  Dniscovitch  had  some  men  there,  who  were 
making  enqairiee. 

He  sfiys  reports  were  handed  to  yon  ? — It  is  a  mistake. 
I  am  not  aware  there  were  any  reports,  but  one  of  Mr. 
Druscovitch's  men  invariably  saw  Mr.  Evetts  at  the 
brewery. 

Did  you  take  any  part  in  answering  the  case  furnished 
in  the  particulars  ?— No,  I  had  the  management  of  the 
petition  up  to  the  middle  of  July  under  the  supervision 
of  Mr.  ICussell,  and  then  I  went  to  Boston,  and  Mr. 
Bassell  took  the  matter  up  entirely. 

By  Mr  Cave— I  saw  Mr.  Dayman  at  Oxford.  I  did 
not  hear  from  anybody  that  Mr.  Walsh  had  received 
1,5002.  for  the  purpose  of  the  petition. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  DAY.— Saturday, 

December  11. 

Mr.  Gieorge  Henry  Annetts,  clerk  to  Mr.  J.  J.  Bicker- 
ton,  the  Town  Clerk,  was  re-called,  and  examined  by  Mr. 
Cave,  in  reply  to  whom  he  said, — I  have  put  some  figures 
on  paper  to  account  for  the  money  which  1  could  nut  make 
right  before.  If  you  remember  you  deducted  4202.,  the 
fees  to  Mr.  Bickerton  and  Mr.  Mallam,  from  the  3,1002. 
that  was  paid  into  the  Bank.  That  left  the  published 
return  Z,27til.,  and  as  3,1002.  wks  paid  into  the  Bank  that 
leaves  a  balance  due  from  Sir  William  Haroourt4>f  17''>2., 
which  has  been  paid  by  Sir  William  since  you  were  in 
Oxford. 

That  doesn't  answer  my  question  as  to  your  making  a 
cash  account  ?— I  will  account  for  the  money.  There  were 
two  cheques  which  came  back  from  Mr.  Schnadhorst — 
one  for  1002.  and  one  for  502. — the  account  owing  by  Sir 
William  Harcourt,  1752.,  and  the  602.  that  Mr.  Buckell 
returned  to  Mr.  Bickerton,  and  then  352.  which  Mr. 
Bickerton  had  in  hand  out  of  petty  cash  cheques,  which 
made  4202. 

That  will  not  do  at  all.  That  is  a  kind  of  attempt  to 
shufi9e  with  us.  I  want  to  know  what  you  did  with  the 
money.  You  never  handed  it  over  to  Mr.  Bickerton  or 
Mr.  Mallam  ?— I  did  not. 

Mr.  Bickerton  stated  in  his  evidence  that  two  cheques 
which  were  given  to  Mr.  Schnadhorst  were  handed  to  Mr. 
Mallam  on  account  of  his  fee  ?— They  were  handed  either 
to  Mr.  Mallam  or  Mr.  Bickerton,  1  believe,  but  I  dont 
know  when. 

Did  you  keep  any  cash  aooount  of  what  yon  paid  away 
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— Ab  I  aaid  before,  I  had  no  actual  account  but  the  Bank 
book. 

Amongst  other  things  I  find  in  the  petty  payments  121, 
6s.  10>i,  Where  did  yoa  get  that  £rom  ? — It  ia  in  the  pub- 
lished expenses,  and  it  came  in  the  ordinary  way  from 
petty  cash  cheques.    There  is  no  petty  cash  accouot. 

Where  did  yoa  get  those  figures  from  ?—Thoae  were  the 
amounts  of  the  petty  accounts. 

How  dp  you  know?  What  book  have  you  to  show 
that? — I  had  a  statement;  I  kept  an  account  of  petty 
payments,  and  I  can  show  you  that  when  you  go  to 
Oxford. 

That  is  what  we  want.  Ton  said  also  that  you  paid 
642. 18a.  ta  Mr.  Young. — Yes,  but  I  don't  remember  the 
date,  and  I  have  nothing  to  show  for  it.  It  was  paid 
out  of  the  money  which  was  found  by  Sir  William  Har- 
court,  and  it  came  out  of  money  in  hand  from  petty  cash 
cheques. 

/  I  want  you  to  tell  me  where  you  have  anything  to  show 
that  you  paid  that  sum.  Did  you  put  it  down  in  a  book 
that  you  paid  so  much  to  Mr.  Young  ?— No,  I  did  not, 
and  I  have  nothing  to  show  for  it.  I  have  no  receipt  from 
Mr.  Young.  I  do  not  know  why  it  was  not  put  down  in  a 
book,  and  I  can  give  no  reason  why  it  was  not. 

There  ia  also  a  auoi  paid  to  Carter,  15^.  You  have  nothing 
to  show  for  that,  have  you? — N'o,  I  think  not;  I  don't 
know  whether  I  have  a  receipt  for  it. 

Did  you  never  make  out  any  account  showing  how  you 
had  spent  this  seven  hundred  and  odd  pounds  ?  — Ko,  no 
more  than  the  pabliehed  expenses.. 

The  published  expenses  don't  show  it,  you  know.  Did 
Tou  have  a  voucher  from  Mr.  Mallam  for  the  1502.  which 
he  got  from  Mr.  Schnadhorst's  cheques?  —  No,  I  did 
not ;  I  don't  know  whether  Mr.  Bickerton  took  a  receipt 
or  not. 

What  I  want  to  know  is  what  you  were  doing  with  7742. 
petty  cash.  What  account  have  you  kept  of  that  ?— The 
vouchers  show  it. 

The  vouchers  don't  show  it,  and  that  is  the  difficulty. 
They  don't  show  the  payment  of  642.  18s.  I  want  to  know 
what  you  did  with  the  remaining  1752.,  because  I  can't 
accept  anything  in  the  nature  of  your  telling  me  that  the 
4202.  has  now  been  settled  up  or  anything  of  t-hat  kind.  I 
want  to  know  what  you  did  with  the  moiiey.  You  had 
1752.  in  your  hands  in  petty  cash  which  ought  to  be  ac- 
counted for  in  some  way. — There  were  two  chequee 
already  drawn  for  Schnadhorst  for  1502.  which  I  believe 
were  handed  back  to  Mr.  Bickerton.  I  don't  know 
whether  he  ever  cashed  them.  They  were  entered  in  the 
pass-book. 

Did  the  whole  of  the  '7742.  18s.  cheques  for  petty  cash 
pass  th  tough  your  hands?— No  doubt  it  all  passed  through 
my  hands.    I  don't  think  the  502.  handea  back  by  Mr. 
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BuckeU  passed  tbrongh  my  hands,  but  it  might  have  done 
so.  I  gave  no  receipt  for  it,  nor  did  I  ever  enter  it  in  any 
book. 

Now  let  me  know  how  you-  discharge  yourself  of  the 
7742. 18^.,  whidh  you  received  ? — J.  discharge  myself  by  the 
vouchers. 

The  vouchers  don^  discbarge  you  of  that  amount?— I 
could  not  tell  you  what  the  amount  of  the  petty  cash 
cheques  was. 

You  don*t  know  within  100^  what  you  paid,  do  you? — 
No. 

I  thought  not.  I  want  to  know  if  you  kept  any  account 
whatever.  You  never  entered  in  any  book  the  sums  you 
paid?— No. 

You  made  no  entry  in  any  book  of  any  sums  you  paid  ? 
— No,  not  one. 

Is  that  your  notion  or  Mr.  Bickerton's  notion  as  to  what 
the  amount  is  ?— I  consider  it  to  be  so  by  the  vouchers. 

Never  mind  what  you  consider  by  the  vouchers,  because 
we  don't  consider  it.  You  don't  know  what  the  vouchers 
are  to  discharge  you  of  the  7741.,  you  have  not  even  gone 
through  them  ?^ — No  more  than  in  preparing  the  published 
expenses. 

But  the^  are  all  jumbled  together  there.  You  have 
never  gone' through  them  to  see  what  you  have  paid? — 
No. 

A.nd  whether  it  is  774?.,  or  6742.,  or  5742.,  you  haven't  a 
notion  ? — ^I  believe  they  are  right. 

In  point  of  fact  they  can't  be,  because  for  the  642.  18s. 
paid  out  of  that  su^m  you  have  nothing  at  all  to  show ;  you 
are  clearly  wrong  there.  I  waot  to  know  what  other  pay- 
ments you  have  made  beside  the  642.  Ids.  and  the  152.  to 
Carter  ? — I  am  not  sure. 

What  have  you  done  then  with  7742.  188.? — ^^I  can't 
tell.  I  do  not  know  the  amount  of  the  petty  cash  account 
cheques. 

You  were  told  to  get  an  account  ready :  you  have  done 
nothing  apparently. — I  have  no  means  of  getting  it  teady 
without  tbe  vouchers,  and  I  have  no  copy  of  them.  I 
could  not  very  well  do  it  without  seeing  the  vouchers, 
'because  I  could  not  remember  which  payments  I  made — 
which  I  paid  and  which  Mr.  BuckeU  paid.  I  had  no 
vouchers  for  the  petty  payments. 

Nor  had  yon,  pardon  me  for  reminding  you,  of  the  sums 
which  made  up  the  7742.  18s.?— No ;  the  petty  payments 
'Would  include  telegrams,  stamps,  stationery,  and  so  on. 

How  was  it  you  came  to  keep  an  account  for  122.  6s.  lOd. 
made  up  of  several  sums.  If  you  kept  an  account  which 
-went  down  to  lOd.  even,  one  would  think  you  ought  to 
-have  kept  an  account  which  went  to  hundreds  of  pounds. 
— The  vouchers  are  there  for  all  the  amounts  I  have  paid. 

But  they  don't  cume  to  anything  like  7742.  18s.  There 
is  the  642.  Mb.  which  there  is  no  voucher  for,  and  theve  are 
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A  lot  m^>re  paymentB  yon  have  made  which  yoa  ha^e  no 
Youchera  for.  The  64^  148.  is  not  in  the  accounts ;  how 
came  that  not  to  be  in  the  accounts  ?-  Theie  was  no  voucher 
for  it. 

That  is  not  the  reason. — ^There  were  Touchers  for  every- 
thing  that  is  in  the  accouota. 

There  is  no  voucher  for  another  sum  which  is  in  the 
accounts— 102.  paid  to  Bacon.  Why  should  not  the  64^.  IBs. 
be  in  the  accounts  ?— I  had  nothing  to  show  for  it. 

Nor  had  you  anything  to  show  for  the  amount  paid 
to  Bacon  ? — I  have  a  letter  I  can  produce  with  regard  to 
that. 

And  that  is  the  true  reason  you  did  not  put  it  into  the 
accounts,  because  you  had  no  voucher,  for  it,  and  did  not 
know  what  it  was  for?~-I  had  nothing  to  acQOunt  for 
it  by. 

What  was  the  reason  for  its  not  being  put  in  the 
accounts  ? — That  is  my  reason. 

You  really  wish  to  t- 11  us  that  was  your  reason  for  not 

Jutting  it  in  the  accounts  ?  I  warn  you  to  be  careful. — 
f  it  was  spent  in  the  way  Mr.  Young  says  it  was  it 
would  naturally  not  come  into  the  accounts. 

In  respect  to  flags,  which  were  illegal,  and  that  was  the 
reason  ?— Of  course  it  would  not  come  in  the  accounts. 

Why  did  you  not  say  that  at  once,  instead  of  saying  you 
had  no  voucher  for  it  ?  It  is  not  a  straightforwaid  way  of 
dealing  with  us.  You  knew  what  it  was  for,  and  you  are 
only  giving  us  false  reasons  and  shuffling  with  us.— <I  am 
only  telling  the  truth. 

I  don't  think  you  are. — I  don't  wish  you  to  make  that 
Accusation  against  me. 

If  you  tell  me  that  the  64^.  18s.  were  not  in  the  accounts 
because  you  had  no  vouchers,  I  don't  believe  it  for  a 
moment. — J  am  very  sorrv  to  hear  that  you  make  that 
accusation  against  me.  I  oion't  wish  to  tell  you  anything 
that  is  wrong. 

You  want  to  repeat,  do  you,  that  you  did  not  put  it  in 
the  accounts  because  you  had  no  vouchers  ?— It  was  for 
flaes. 

Where  are  the  papers,  the  bills  for  the  breakfasts  ? — I 
have  not  got  them  here,  but  I  i-nay  produce  them  when 
you  go  back  to  Oxford.  I  did  not  draw  the  cheques  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Schnadhorst.  I  should  think  Mr.  Bickerton 
handed  them  to  him.  Payments  were  made  in  most  of  the 
district,  twice,  I  think—once  on  the  1st  of  May  and  after 
the  election.  I  believe  I  paid  messengers  and  clerks  on 
account  on  the  1st  of  May.  I  did  not  keep  any  account  of 
what  I  paid  them  more  than  the  vouchers  which  I  took. 
I  don't  remember  whether  I  paid  any  clerks  in  St.  Aldate's. 
I  think  I  paid  Cox  for  canvassing ;  ne  was  engaged  by  Mr. 
Bickerton  I  should  think,  and  I  paid  him  by  hi«  directions. 
I  did  not  have  a  list  of  the  payments  I  was  to  make  given 
to  ma    I  have  no  doubt  I  made  payments  on  account  in 
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St.  Aldate*B  on  the  Ist  of  May.  I  paid  Barrett  sams  of 
money  on  several  occaBions,  but  I  kept  no  record  of  them 
beyond  the  statement  which  I  gave  yon  showing  the 
amounts,  and  I  believe  the  paper  was  signed  at  the  time 
he  received  the  last  payment,  on  the  18th  of  May.  I  think 
I  took  a  memorandum  every  time  from  Mr.  Barrett ; 
I  believe  I  destroyed  those  when  I  received  a  statement 
for  the  whole. 

Did  yon  ever  copy  them  into  a  book  ?— I  copied  them  on 
the  piece  of  paper  you  have  there. 

Did  you  copy  them  in  a  book  was  my  question  ?— No.  I 
am  not  sure  whether  I  paid  Sayers  anything  or  not  for  a 
committee  room  at  Hincksey ;  if  I  did  there  would  be  a 
vouchet  for  it.  I  may  have  paid  Bellamv,  in  the  Cowley 
district,  1^.,  but  I  am  not  sure.  If  I  did  it  was  12.  on 
account.    I  believe  he  was  a  clerk. 

Mr.  Bellamy  was  paid  for  ten  days  by  Mr.  Lambert ; 
what  did  yo»have  to  pay  him  another  11.  for?— If  I  paid 
it  it  woula  be  11,  on  account. 

How  could  that  be  when  he  had  32.  15s.  for  ten  days  at 
78.  6d.  a  day,  and  28.  6d.  for  refreshments,  all  of  which  he 
received  from  Lambert  ? — If  I  paid  him  there  would  be  a 
voucher,  and  it  would  be  in  the  accounts. 

I  want  to  know  where  your  II.  eomes  in  ?— Lambert 
must  have  paid  him,  but  he  could  not  have  deducted  the 
11.  I  paid  him  ;  he  might  not  have  known.  There  was  no 
prevention  of  that  by  communicating  it  to  hin ,  but  I  n^y 
nave  told  him  what  I  had  paid  the  messengers. 

You  may  have  done  all  sorts  of  things,  but  did  you  ?~ 
I  can't  remember  that  I  did.  Cant  well  had  21.  10a.  for 
ten  days,  at  5s.,  and  2^.  6d.  for  refreshments,  and  the  other 
voucher  for  lOs.  might  be  for  being  on  twelve  days.  I 
don't  know  whether  a  messenger  was  engaged  longer  than 
the  clerks^  who  were  engaged  for  ten  days.  I  hardly 
think  there  were  any  payments  on  account  in  the  St. 
Clement's  district  on  the  Ist  of  May.  There  were  only  two 
clerks  there,  London  and  Brooks.  Money  was  given^  to 
pay  the  messengers  there  on  the  Monday  after  the  election 
—Ibl,  12s.  6d.  ;  they  wanted  their  money.  I  have  nothing 
to  show  what  money  I  gave  in  the  district  on  the  10th  of 
May.  I  have  no  entry  to  show  that  it  was  given  on  that 
day.  I  remember  Tyler ;  he  was  employed  in  St.  Clement's 
or  Cowley,  I  don't  remember  which.  He  could  have  come 
to  us  instead  of  going  to  Lambert  I  made  the  payments 
on  account  in^St.  Aldate's  on  the  1st  of  May,  I  think,  and 
I  can  pick  tliem  out  by  the  vouchers.  I  cant' remember 
the  number.  At  the  time  I  paid  I  must  have  known  the 
number.  I  do  not  think  I  paid  on  any  other  occasion  in 
St  Aldate's. 

Mr.  Robert  Buckell  came  forward,  and  Mr.  Cowie  said 
— We  want  some  information  with  regard  to  the  1002.  which 
you  paid  for  colours  after  the  election.  From  whom  did 
yon  get  the  money  ?—  It  was  my  own  money  I  used  for  that; 
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Were  yoa  in  coxiQBunication  with  Mr.  Bicketton  Bhon% 
spending  money  for  oolonrs  ?— I  don't  remember  any  such 
communication. 

It  was  entirely  on  your  own  responsibility  ?— I  acted  in 
the  matter  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Liberal  Assooiatioas, 
and  in  their  behalf. 

Had  there  b^^en  any  discussion  by  the  Liberal  Associa- 
tions with  regard  to  the  purchase  of  colours  ?—Tbere 
had  not ;  I  took  it  upon  myself  to  act  for  the  Liberal 
Associations,  and  took  the  responsibility.  You  have  my 
vouchers  there  to  show  to  wbom  I  paid  the  money. 

Can  you  tell  me  the  names  of  the  difierent  persons  7 — 
Part  of  it  would  be  to  Shelton,  but  I  have  not  a  scrap  o£ 
paper  relating  to  it  with  me.  If  I  bad  had  any  idea  of 
being  called  this  afternoon  I  might  have  been  able  to  tell 
you.     I  dropped  in  here  accidentally. 

I  hiuid^d  you  the  papers,  and  I  bavn't  anvthing  with 
me.  I  think  I  sent  you  a  statement  of  the  hille,  showing 
what  I  had  paid  and  what  I  had  not.  Shelton's  bill  was 
paid  in  full ;  the  colours  that  came  from  him  Here  bought 
in  London,  and  the  bill  had  to  be  paid.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber  the  amount.  I  have  not  looked  at  the  memorandum 
since  I  handed  it  to  you.  Some  money  was  paid  to  Walter 
Carter  for  colours.  I  think  I  paid  161.  on  account.  These 
bills  (produced)  have  been  paid  by  Dover,  but  I  have  not 
paid  him,  and  the  vouchers  produced  are  for  the  iteois 
charged. 

Is  he  indaded  in  this  account? — ^Yes  ;  and  here  it  is. 
The  total  amount  of  flags  and  colours  ordered  by  me  was 
339^.  153.  lOd.,  and  of  that  I  have  paid  1002.  6s.  4d.  out  of 
my  own  money.  None  of  this  appears  in  our  accounts, 
for  the  reason,  I  suppose,  that  they  were  not  legal  pay- 
ments.   The  town  was  all  alive  with  colours. 

Did  you  know  anything  about  payments  made  by  Cooper 
and  Young,  which  were  put  dnwn  in  separate  accounts, 
and  not  ordered  by  you  ?— I  know  there  were  such  orders 
given.  I  took  vouchers  for  all  the  sums  which  I  paid, 
amounting  to  1002.  6s.  4d. 

By  Mr.  Cave— 5592.  represents  the  total  amount  ex- 
pended or  incurred  for  flags.  Whatever  else  there  ia 
beside  that  I  have  no  knowledge  of,  and  it  would  be  nothing 
more  than  what  individuals  would  buv  in  the  shape  of  a 
rosette  or  something  of  that  sort.  The  amount  paid  to 
Shelton  was  in  cash  ;  I  think  there  is  a  receipt  for  it,  dated 
the  10th  of  May.  I  did  not  pay  the  5502.  I  received  from 
Mr.  Bickerton  into  the  Bank.  I  received  it  at  different 
times,  and  kept  it  in  my  house.  The  largest  sum  I  re- 
ceived was,  I  think,  2002.  As  soon  as  I  received  money 
I  began  paying  it  away.  I  believe  I  paid  back  the  balance 
the  same  evening  I  took  in  the  accounts ;  that  woald  be  a 
day  or  two  before  filing  the  accounts  in  July.  I  paid  it 
back  to  Mr.  Bickerton.  I  had  a  memoraadum  of  it. 
There  was  an  aocoont  of  102.  between  us  which  I  had 
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loaned  to  him  dturing;  the  electioD.  I  have  a  copy  of  the 
mefflorandum,  and  I  will  let  you  have  it  when  you  go  to 
Oxford  again.  I  paid  him  the  balance  I  had  less  the  102. 
he  had  borrowed  of  me,  so  that  I  paid  back  491.  The 
money  I  paid  to  Mr.  Shelton  was  out  of  money  which  I 
had  in  the  house.  These  monies  were  not  kept  absolutely 
distinct  from  these  I  received  from  Mr.  bickerton.  I 
have  monies  for  several  institutions,  of  which  I  am 
Secretary  or  Treasurer.  If  I  had  money  in  my  pocket 
and  wished  to  make  a  payment  I  should  do  so,  and  take  it 
from  the  other  money.  The  money  which  I  paid  to 
Shelton  came  from  my  own  money.  I  usually  kept  the 
money  which  I  received  from  Mr.  Bickerton  in  my  own 
desk.  If  I  wanted  to  pay  such  a  bill  as  Shelton*s  I  should 
take  the  money  from  my  house,  or  from  the  Bank,  or  from 
my  business.  I  don't  make  a  pretence  of  keeping  all 
monies  I  have  separate. 

The  not  keeping  monies  separate  I  can  well  understand, 
because  that  is  not  important  if  you  keep  an  account  show- 
ing how  the  monies  are  paid.  Did  you  keep  any  cash 
account  showing  what  money  you  paid  ? — No,  I  have 
no  private  cash  at  all.  The  principle  on  which  I  went 
with  regard  to  the  election  was  that  laid  down  by  Mr. 
Mallam,  that  for  every  penny  spent  we  must  have  a 
voucher,  and  that  really  was  the  principle  which  guided 
me  in  the  payment  of  money.  I  did  not  think  it  necessary 
to  keep  it  altogether  separate  and  distinct. 

I  wonder  why  you  did  not  kee^  a  cash  account  ?—A  cash 
account  would  be  almost  impossible. 

Do  you  keep  a  cash  account  in  your  business  ? — Of  course 
we  have,  but  of  the  money  I  paid  day  .by  day  for  the  pur- 
poses ot  the  election  I  kept  no  account. 

It  appears  to  be  easier  to  do  that  and  not  get  vouchers  7 
— No  doubt  it  is ;  it  seems  that  vouchers  are  most  im- 
portant at  these  times. 

A  cash  account  is  more  satisfactory  for  our  purpose  ? — I 
wish  I  had  kept  it. 

In  the  account  ^ou  have  furnished  here,  if  you  will  just 
look  at  it  you  will  find  down  the  left  hand  side  **BilI 
posting,  Cooper,  12.  5s.  2id.'*?— That  woall  be  for  paste 
and  floor. 

The  items  in  book  C,  added  up,  come  to  312.  12s.  5i. 
You  have  taken  credit  for  the  item  of  12.  58.  2^d.  twice 
over,  have  you  not? — I  may  have  done  so. 

Then  you  see  the  vouchers  don't  work  out  so  correctly 
as  a  cash  account  would.— Can  you  tell  us  from  your 
memoranda  whether  592.  7s.  4d.  was  the  sum  jou  actually 
paid  over  ? — That  was  the  sum  I  paid  over. 

Have  you  been  repaid  any  portion  of  the  1002.  for  flags  ? 
— I  have  not ;  I  expect  to  be. 

Has  anything  been  done  towards  the  receiving  of  money 
towards  the  oatstanding  acoounts  for  flags?— Not  at 
present. 
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Who  decided  what  flags  should  be  had,  yoa  or  Mr. 
Tonng,  or  the  two  together  ?— The  larger  share  of  the 
responsibility  would  rest  upoa  me.  We  divided  the  place 
between  us.    I  took  St.  Giles's  and  St.  Thomas's,  and 

Eossibly  some  of  the  other  districts.  The  people  would 
ave  the  colours ;  they  were  colour  mad,  and  whatever 
responsibility  there  is  pertaining  to  it  belongs  to  me,  and 
whatever  blame  there  is  must  be  shared  by  every  Liberal 
ID  Oxford. 

That  you  have  said  before — that  you  were  compelled  to 
do  that  kind  of  thing,  or  lose  the  election  ?— I  would  not 
say  that  with  regard  to  the  colours.  The  colours  were 
forced  upon  us  by  the  intense  earnestness  of  the  people. 

Then  i  suppose  the  colours  tended  to  show  the  direction 
in  which  the  people  were  going  to  vote  ? — ^Yes. 

And  if  you  had  a  district  like  St.  Thomas's  or  St.  Giles's, 
for  instance,  largely  covered  with  colours  of  one  kind,  it 
would  give  the  impression  that  a  large  majority  of  the 
voters  were  of  that  particular  mind  ?— Yes. 

And  that  would  be  likely  to  lead  a  great  number  of 
people,  would  it  not?— Yes.  ^ 

A  lot  of  the  people  would  be  likely  to  be  led  by  the 
majority? — If  I  could  have  led  them  by  colour  I  would 
gladly  have  done  it.  We  were  fighting  ag^ainst  people 
wholQ  I  feared  were  being  led  away  by  money. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — I  don't  mean  that  I  would  have  led 
them  away  by  bribery,  but  by  enthusiasm. 

You  said  before  that  you  did  not  think  there  was  any 
direct  bribery  ?— I  don't  think  I  made  the  remark  that  f 
did  not  think  there  was  any.  I  think  the  question  was, 
''Did  any  cases  of  bribery  come  under  my  observation?" 

What  did  you  mean  by  people  being  led  away 
by  money  ? — What  I  meant  was  that  the  workers  on  the 
Conservative  side  were  continually  saying,  **  We  have 
plenty  of  money,  we  mean  to  wio,"  and  the  result  has 
shown  that,  I  think. 

I  did  not  know  whether  you  intended  to  allude  to  any 
particularcase  of  bribery, or  simply  excessive  employment  ? 
~To  excessive  employment.  I  am  the  Secretary  of  the 
LiberiJ  Association,  and  really  do  manage.  I  call  the 
meetings  and  arrange  all  business.  The  Chairman  is 
changed  every  year.  Mr.  Aid.  Hughes  was  the  Chairman 
at  the  time  of  the  election. 

Did  he  know  about  the  flags? — Only  as  any  other 
person  might  know,  by  seeing  them.  I  had  no 
authority  from  him  to  supply  them.  I  spoke  about 
them  before.  I  and  Mr.  Young  set  to  work  to  gf*t  the 
colours.^  Everybody  was  asking  me  what  I  was  doing. 
They  said,  '*  You  are  allowing  the  town  to  be  made  '  blue' 
all  over,  and  we  must  have  some  flags  and  some  colours." 
They  alluded  to  every  part  of  the  town,  and  they  looked 
o  me'  to  get  them.  There  were  Liberal  Associations  in 
ther  parts  of  the  town,    I  am  Secretary  of  the  political 
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Committee  of  all  the  wards.  I  suppose  the  idea  would  be 
that  it  was  illegal  for  the  candidates  to  do  it,  and  we 
determined  to  do  it  ourselves.  I  shall  look  to  them  for 
payment.  There  will  have  to  be  a  subscription  for  it. 
Bentham  was  a  canvasser  for  the  Conservatives  in  the 
Cowley  district.  Stanbrook  was  employed  in  Jericho, 
under  Mr.  Gregson.  He  and  Passey  were  masons,  and 
they  came  to  me  for  employment  first,  and  I  refused  to 
take  them  on.  It  was  Stanbrook  who  made  the  remark 
to  me  that  he  should  still  vote  Liberal,  although  he  was 
taking  money  from  the  other  side.  Charles  Shurrock  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Gregson. 

Mr.  Buckell  undertook  to  furnish  the  Commissioners 
with  a  list  of  the  men  who  were  refused  employment  by 
him  and  who  were  afterwards  employed  by  the  Conser- 
vatives. 

Mr.  Cave— I  find  that  you  paid  for  nine  Committee 
rooms  in  St.  Giles's  and  St.  Thomas's,  but  there  was  one 
Lambert's,  you  did  not  pay  for ;  how  was  that  ? — I  think 
it  was  because  he  took  the  bill  to  Mr.  Bickerton  instead  of 
bringing  it  to  me.    I  engaged  the  place. 

With  referenoe  to  the  canvassers,  why  do  some  of  them 
appear  in  Book  A,  and  others  with  separate  vouchers  ? — 
The  payments  at  the  Liberal  Hall  were  entered  in  the  book, 
but  when  I  had  not  the  book  with  me  then  I  took  separate 
vouchers.  There  was  no  reason  for  taking  the  vouchers 
if  I  had  had  the  book  when  I  made  the  pa3rments.  All 
the  entries  in  Book  A  were  made  as  the  men  were  paid, 
and  not  beforehand. 

Then  there  ought  to  be  a  voucher  for  each  name.  Can 
yon  tell  me  where  Mr.  John  Bowell  has  signed  ?— It  is  for 
iOs.  I  believe  he  was  paid  in  the  street,  and  it  was  after- 
wards put  down  in  the  book  with  the  intention  that  he 
should  sign  it,  but  his  signature  was  overlooked; 

There  is  a  man,  Pearce,  who  was  employed  at  Collier's 
Committee  room  as  clerk ;  how  was  it  you  did  not  pay  him  ? 
— There  was  a  lartre  mass  of  circulars  sent  to  me  for 
distribution  on  the  Thursday  or  Friday,  and  my  staff  was 
not  large  enough  to  send  them  out,  and  Mr.  Bickerton 
sent  me  one  or  two  assistants  for  that  purpose.  As  I  did 
not  employ  him  I  would  not  pay  him.  I  don't  know 
whether  he  had  been  employed  at  all  before.  I  recollect 
Harris,  who  is  put  down  among  the  canvassers,  and  I 
believe  the  payment  of  21.  to  be  separate.  I  do  not  think 
you  will  find  he  is  down  in  my  receipts  both  as  a  mes- 
senger and  a  canvasser.  I  know  nothing  about  him  except 
by  the  vouchers,  and  I  do  not  know  why  he  is  put  down 
as  a  messenger  in  one  place  and- as  a  canvasser  in  the 
other.  Harris  had  1{.,  for  his  house,  which  was  covered 
with  bills. 

Now,  there  is  one  East,  who  is  said  to  have  given  a 
voucher  in  the  name  of  Mansell ;  do  you  know  anything 
of  him  ?--I  do  not  think  he  would  be  in  my  district, 
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Ym,  St.  John's  Road  Committee-room ;  that  is  in  yonr 
district— "May  18,  1880,  received  7b.  6d.,  J.  H.  Mansell, 
for  servioes  rendered  at  election.  8th  May,  1880."  He 
seems  to  have  been  paid  by  Mansell ;  do  you  take  credit 
for  him? — That  nuist  have  been  one  of  the  cases  in  which 
I  gave  Manaell  the  money  to  pay  East  with.  I  don't 
think  there  are  any  other  cases  in  which  Mansell  was  made 
my  agent  to  pay  people,  and  that  I  had  forgotten.  Man* 
Bell  is  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  North  Ward  Liberal 
Association,  and  would  be  with  me  constantly.  I  paid 
Lanchbury  21,  when  I  had  not  got  my  book  with  me,  and 
BO  he  appears  by  a  voucher.  The  damages  paid  were 
those  caused  during  the  election,  and  they  were  all  in  my 
district  of  St.  Giles's  and  St.  Thomas's.  That  was  where  the 
trouble  was. 

They  don't  seem  to  have  come  to  a  very  great  deal ; 
broken  glass,  was  it  ? — ^Yes,  and  there  was  a  very  great 
deal  repaired  by  the  people  themselves.  There  are  one  or 
two  heavy  bills  which  I  think  the  insurance  people  will 
pay  for  plate  glass.  Attwood  is  a  glazier,  wno  repaired 
some  windows.  The  books  referred  to  payments  made  by 
me  in  St.  Thomas's,  HoUybush  Eow,  \n  St.  G-iles's,  and  at 
the  Liberal  Hall. 

What  I  can't  quite  understand  is  that  you  seem  to  have 
employed  the  same  persons  in  two  districts.  There  is  A, 
Badcock,  for  instance,  who  is  paid  both  as  a  messenger 
and  bill-poster  in  Book  C  Ss.,  and  then  I  find  him 
paid  2Z.  128.  as  messenger  in  Book  A. — ^That  is  the 
same  man.  He  did  some  special  work  or  other  during 
the  election  for  which  Mr.  Cooper  paid  him  Ss.  1 
did  not  know  all  the  men  who  were  employed.  In 
cases  of  those  whom  I  did  not  know  I  should  be  spoken 
to  about  them  by  persons  who  were  interested  in  them, 
and  who  wanted  them  to  be  put  on. 

Did  you  give  the  money  to  Nix  to  make  the  payments 
in  his  book  ?— It  .would  be  handed  over  to  him  or  to  Mr. 
Thomas  Mallam.  If  my  memory  serves  me  right  there 
was  10^  given  to  Mr.  Thomas  Mallam  in  the  first  instance, 
then  another  101, ,  and  then  I  think  the  final  payments  were 
made  by  Kix,  and  I  gave  him  the  amount  that  was  due  to 
him,  as  he  paid  away  a  lot  of  his  own  money. 

I  gather  that  the  persons  who  were  put  down  in  Nix's 
book  were  not  the  only  persons  who  were  employed  in  St. 
Giles's  as  messengers  and  bill-posters.  Did  you  fJso  have 
men  whom  you  paid  at  the  Liberal  Hall? — Those  men 
employed  and  paid  at  the  Liberal  Hall  were  not  confined 
to  St.  Thomas's  parish,  but  did  work  at  Summertown  and 
St.  Giles's  if  anything  "Special  was  required  to  be  done. 

I  gather  that  of  the  number  of  men  you  employed-^ 
255— it  is  not  possible  to  draw  any  distinction  and  say  that 
certain  of  them  were  employed  in  St.  Giles's  and  others  in 
St.  Thomas's  ?— It  would  not  be  just  to  draw  that  dis- 
tinction.    I  engaged  some  of  them  personally,  and  some 
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were  engaged  by  Mr.  Nix  after  consaltatioB  with  me. 
They  were  decidedly  under  my  superintendence.  I  think 
money  was  handed  to  Mr.  Mallam,  because  when  I  went 
to  the  Committee  room  Mr.  Nix  was  not  there,  and  I  left 
it  with  Mr.  Mallam  for  him.  Mr.  Mallam  made  the  pay 
ments  on  the  first  Saturday,  and  gave  the  balance  to  Mr 
Nix,  who  was  responsible  for  the  money.  About  5L  was 
actually  paid  away  on  the  first  Saturday.  I  know  the 
handwriting  in  tiie  book.  The  first  is  that  of  Turner,  the 
clerk ;  the  others  are  those  of  Mr.  Mallam  and  Mr.  Nix. 
Beesley  was  paid  52.  178.  6d.  for  printing  cards  for  meet- 
ings in  the  course  of  the  week.  I  paid  Wyatt  lOs. 
for  a  cab  for  some  special  work,  and  he  afterwards 
oame  for  the  money.  There  are  special  vouchers  for 
two  masons  who  assisted  Busby  for  some  two  or  three 
days  as  detectives.  They  do  not  appear  in  the  book, 
because  I  had  not  got  it  when  I  made  the  payments.  The 
three  items  to  Cook,  Goodall,  and  Jones  were — the  two 
former  for  allowing  their  houses  to  be  covered  with  bills ; 
Jones  I  don't  recollect.  I  said  on  a  former  occasion  that 
of  the  persons  I  employed  about  80  or  90  were  voters.  I 
could  ascertain  how  many  of  them  were  members  of  one 
or  other  of  the  Liberal  Associations.  I  should  think 
roughly  about  half  of  them.  I  do  not  think  any  under 
21  years  of  age  are  allowed  to  join  the  Association.  The 
payment  is  voluntary  and  in  the  shape  of  contributiens. 
The  members  get  nothing  at  all  by  belonging  to  the  Asso- 
ciations except  the  notices  ef  the  meetings,  which  are  held 
during  the  winter  once  a  week.  There  is  either  speaking 
or  a  lecture,  and  occasionally  a  concert  is  given  by  the 
members.  That  would  be  at  the  Liberal  Hall.  The 
admission  at  those  meetings  is  not  confined  to  members 
of  the  Associations,  and  young  men  do  come  in  who  are 
not  members.  Members  get  no  special  advantage  over 
non-members,  except  the  privilege  of  electing  officers,  and 
they  are  eligible  to  places  on  the  committee,  and  to  assist 
in  the  work  of  arranging  meetings  and  registration.  They 
look  after  the  Municipal  as  well  as  the  Parliamentary 
elections.  Jones,  I  now  think,  is  a  man  who  appears  among 
the  canvassers,  but  who  was  employed  as  a  messenger. 

Mr.  Annetts  was  again  called,  some  of  the  Liberal 
accoxmts  and  vouchers  having  in  the  meantime  been  sent 
for  by  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Horace  Smith.  The  witness  said 
— ^I  paid  F.  Curtain,  for  which  there  is  a  voucher.  The 
payment  was  made  on  the  1st  of  May. 

When  Mr.  Freeman  made  his  payments  he  seems  to  have 
put  down  in  his  statement  what  they  were  for..  You  did 
not  make  out  any  statement  of  that  sort? — No. 

Mr.  Cowie— Did  Mr.  Bickerton  know  that  you  had  any 
vouchers  from  Mr.  Young  ?— I  believe  so. 

And  did  he  know  that  ]^ou  had  no  vouchers  in  the  case 
of  the  other  payments  wmch  you  have  not  taken  vouohera 
for?— What  other  payments  are  you  referring  to? 
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^  The  others  that  were  referred  to  by  the  Chief  Commis- 
sioner generally.  You  made  sevaral  payments,  you  told 
us,  for  which  yon  took  no  vouchers,  in  addition  to  Mr. 
Young's.  —  I  don't  know  which  payments  you  are  re- 
ferring to. 

Bo  you  mean  that  Mr.  Young's  payment  was  the  only 
one  made  by  you  for  which  you  took  no  voucher?— I 
believe  it  was  the  only  one.  I  don't  remember  any 
others.  The  payments  were  all  made  by  direction  of  Mr. 
Bickerton. 

Did  he  tell  you  not  to  take  a  voucher  from  Mr.  Young  ? 
-No. 

How  came  you  to  make  that  payment  an  exception  ?— I 
knew  Mr.  Young  very  well  and  knew  that  Mr.  Bickerton 
knew  him. 

Was  that  the  only  reason  yon  took  no  voucher  in  that 
case  ?— -That  was  all. 

Was  it  for  the  same  reason  that  it  did  not  appear  in  the 
accounts  ?  Was  not  the  real  reason  that  it  was  an  illegal 
payment  ?— I  don't  know ;  I  could  not  say  that  it  was  not. 
I  trusted  to  Mr.  Young,  that  he  would  not  say  he  had  not 
had  the  money  when  he  had. 

And  that  is  your  only  reason  ? — That  is  all. 

Mr.  Bidley—Did  Mr.  Bickerton  give  you  any  instructions 
to  pay  the  money  to  Young  ?— I  believe  he  did  ;  I  have 
no  doubt  he  did. 

Did  he  tell  you  anything  else  about  the  flags ;  did  he 
give  you  any  other  orders  or  instructions  about  them? — No, 

Do  you  know  of  any[other  accounts  for  flags  except  those 
mentioned  by  Mr.  BuckeU?~No. 

Have  any  other  accounts  been  sent  in?—!  believe  not; 
I  don't  know  of  any. 

There  is  a  total  of  559^.  14s.  Id.,  of  which  the  greater 
part  is  ordered  by  either  Mr.  Backell  or  Mr.  Young ;  were 
there  any  other  smaller  accounts  beside  Mr.  Carter's  or 
Mr.  Dover's  ?— I  dofl't  know  of  any. 

Have  you  been  attending  to  the  accounts  all  the  time ; 
have  such  accounts  as  these  for  flags  been  sent  to  you  or 
to  Mr.  Bickerton  ?— I  have  not  received  any  accounts  for 
flags  at  all. 

Has  no  flag  account  been  sent  in  to  Mr.  Bickerton 
then? — I  believe  not. 

Why  did  Mr.  Young  have  the  management  of  the  flags  ? 
— I  don't  know.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  I  can't  say 
whether  I  saw  Mr.  Young  at  Mr.  Bickerton's  office  or  at 
the  committee  room.  I  saw  him  so  frequently,  almost 
every  day.  No  other  payments  have  been  made  for  colours 
beside  that  to  Mr.  Young.  I  have  had  no  instructions 
about  paying  Mr.  Young  the  balance  which  he  is  out  cf 
pocket. 

Then  he  is  going  to  pay  that  himself,  is  he  ?— I  don't 

now ;  I  have  had  no  instructions  about  it.  I  believe  .there 

are  no  other  sums  which  have  not  been  returned  in  the 
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Liberal  accounts  which  have  been  paid,  or  in  respect  of 
which  claims  have  been  sent  in. 

Are  you  certain  ? — I  believe  tkere  was  one  claim  which 
was  paid  after  the  election  which  Mr.  Bickereon  handed 
to  me,  and  I  believe  that  is  the  only  one. 

Mr.  Cave — Will  you  look  at  that  paper.  It  refers  to  the 
messengers  in  St.  Aldate's  paid  on  the  1st  of  May.  Do 
yon  know  why  Oouling  is  put  down  at  21,  29.  6d.  ?  You 
see  by  the  vouchers  that  Gouling  is  down  for  1^.  17s.  6d. 
and  15s.  Can  yon  account  for  that  ? — That  seems  to  be 
an  error.  I  suppose  it  is  entered  21,  2s.  6d.  for  21, 123.  6d., 
unless  he  appears  anywhere  else.  I  paid  several  amounts 
on  the  1st  of  May  by  Mr.  Bickerton's  instiuctions.  I 
was  aware  that  on  that  day  there  were  nine  messengers, 
two  bill-posters,  and  one  detective  being  employed  in  the 
St.  Aldate's  district.  I  said  nothing  to  Bennett  about  it. 
Twelve  persons  in  that  district  was  rather  a  large  number. 
I  think  Mr.  Jenkin  made  the  payments  in  Holywell.  I 
made  the  payments  on  account  on  the  1st  of  May,  as  in 
the  other  places,  and  he  paid  the  balance,  I  believe. 

I  have  no  statement  here  from  him,  and  I  don't  see 
here  any  account  of  the  money  which  you  paid  over  to 
him.— There  were  but  very  few  payments  in  that  dis- 
trict,  and  I  remember  I  gave  him  receipts  for  the  pay- 
ments he  had  to  make,  and  gave  him  the  money,  and  he 
returned  the  receipts. 

Why  did  you  not  put  down  all  the  money  you  gave  him 
along  with  the  others  ?~I  could  not  get  at  the  amount. 

You  have  no  memorandum  of  it,  then  ? — No.  I  made  the 
list  out  the  day  I  was  examined  before. 

You  kept  an  account  from  Mr.  Barrett,  but  none  from 
Mr.  Jenkin.  Who  made  the  payments  in  St.  Mary 
Magdalen  ?— I  believe  I  made  them  at  the  Clarendon.  I 
believe  that  neither  Mr.  Simms  nor  Mr.  Ogden  made  pay- 
ments there. 

How  came  the  Long  Wall,  the  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and 
the  All  Saints*  districts  to  have  their  breakfasts  together  ? 
—  I  don't  know.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  breakfasts,  I  did  not  engage  the  canvassers 
in  St.  Mary  Magdalen.  I  think  Mr.  Bickerton  engaged 
them,  and  I  think  the  names  of  the  messengers  were  sub- 
mitted to  Mr.  Bickerton  by  Mr.  Simms  and  Mr.  Ogden, 
and  they  were  told  to  take  them  on. 

And  when  you  paid  them  what  did  you  go  by  ? — I  had  a 
letter  sent  from  the  President  of  the  Committee-room 
stating  that  they  had  been  employed  a  certain  number  of 
days.    I  believe  I  have  got  that  now. 

Let  us  have  that  please  when  we  come  to  Oxford.    Did 

fou  engage  the  clerks  and  meseeogers  at  the  Clarendon? — 
believe  I  did,  most  of  them. 

Why  was  Melbert  employed  partly  in  St.  Clement's  and 
partly  in  the  Clarendon  ?— They  wanted  extra  help  in  St. 
Clement's,  and  he  was  transf eired  there  a  few  days  before 
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the  eleoUoQ.    Molynenz  was  engaged  in  Oowley,  and  he 
went  from  the  Clarendon  for  the  same  reason,  that  they 
wanted  extra  help. 
Was  he  not  wanted  at  the  Clarendon  ?— There   was 

Slenty  of  work  for  all  the  messengers  employed  at  the 
llarendon.    Fleeted  was  sent  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  but 
I  don't  think  we  had  him  at  the  Clarendon  at  all. 

Mr.  Cave — I  want  you  to  make  out  a  cash  account 
showing  what  you  did  with  these  sums  that  yon  had. 
The  account  you  have  made  out  is  not  satisfactory  to  my 
mind.  I  want  to  see  the  dates  on  which  you  received  the 
money,  the  dates  you  paid  it  away,  and  to  whom,  and  yon 
may  nave  the  vouchers  to  examine  and  look  at  if  yos 
Uke. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  DAY.— Wednesday, 

December  22. 

The  Commissioners  continued  their  -enquiry  at  the 
County  Hall,  Oxford. 

The  first  witness  called  was  Mr.  Percival  Walsh,  who 
was  examined  by  Mr.  Cave,  and  said — I  became  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Martin  almost  immediately  after  the  second 
election.  I  saw  him  at  the  Junior  Carlton  Club,  and  it 
must  have  been  within  the  21  days  before  the  petition.  I 
went  to  him  to  see  if  he  could  recommend  me  to  a  good 
solicitor  for  the  petition.  I  should  find  it  difficult  to  say 
why  I  went  to  Mr.  Martin,  as  I  was  exceedingly  bothered 
and  worried  at  the  time.  He  is  a  man  who  is  very  well 
known.  I  do  not  know  that  I  had  any  personal  com- 
munication with  him  before.  On  this  occasion  I  think  he 
mentioned  the  name  of  Mr.  Russell,  as  a  Solicitor.  I 
called  upon  him  one  day  and  represented  my  own  service 
to  the  party,  and  I  think  he  told  me  he  could  do  nothing 
for  me.  I  then  went  to  the  House  of  Commons  and  saw 
Lord  Henry  Thynne  in  the  lobby,  and  he  gave  me  an 
answer  that  he  wuuld  do  what  he  could  for  me.  I  told 
him,  as  I  had  Mr.  Martin,  that  I  was  very  much  pressed 
for  1,500/.  with  respect  to  the  May  election.  I  think  I 
was  introduced  to  Lord  Henry  Thynne  by  Mr.  Hall  the 
same  evening.  I  think  I  had  called  upon  Mr.  HaU  at  bis 
house  before  going  to  the  House  of  Commons.  I  went 
down  with  Mr.  Hall  to  the  House.  I  told  him  I  wanted 
some  money,  and  he  said  the  matter  must  be  met.  Lord 
Henry  Thynne  told  me,  like  everybody  else,  that  he 
thougnt  I  had  been  extravagant.  I  think  such  of  the 
accounts  as  were  published  were  sent  in  by  the  8th  of  July, 
and  the  1,500^.  I  wanted  I  had  borrowed  from  the  Old 
Baok.    I  h^  that  upon  no  secorit^,  and  I  waa  defiiroiu 
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of  finding  thB  money  to  rtplaoe  it.  I,  do  not  tbink  I  repie- 
sented  to  Lord  Henry*  l^ynne  that  I  was  pressed  for 
money,  beo&nse  I  bad  already  fonod  it.  I  preeame  Lord 
Henry  Tbynne  was  inducted  to  make  the  remark  abont 
extrava^aace  because  he  knew  that  3,0002.  had  been  sent 
down  to  Oxford.  I  went  again  to  Mr.  Martin  and  threw 
myself  at  bis  feet,  and  said  1  was  extremely  hard  up,  Lord 
Henry  Thynae  having  told  me  ibat  be  could  do  no  more 
for  me.  Mr.  Martin  said  he  would  try  and  do  all  be  could 
for  me.  I  representea  to  him  that  I  bad  made  great 
sacrifices  for  the  party  for  some  years,  and  he  said  be 
would  really  try  to  do  something  for  me,  and  if  I  called 
upon  him  again  he  would  see  what  be  could  do.  I  went 
up  again,  and  be  tuld  me  be  bad  succeeded  ia  getting  near 
1,0001, ;  he  said  be  bad  not  got  1,5002.,  and  I  said  I  would 
borrow  the  remainder  of  bim  if  he  would  lend  it  to  me, 
and  I  think  be  gave  me  one  cheque  for  tbe  amount.  I 
bad  ft  promissory  notn  signed  a  day  or  two  afterwards. 

Did  you  tell  Mr.  Martin  the  money  was  wanted  for  tbe 
petition?— No,  I  wanted  to  make  an  explanation 
about  that:  there  exists  a  document  which  I  hoped  to 
produce  before  the  Commisfiionera — the  draft  of  it — ^but  I 
fear  it  bae  shared  tbe  fate  of  my  other  papers.  It  would 
in  fact  confirm  Lord  Henry  Thynne's  idea  that  it  was  for 
tbe  purpose  of  tbe  petition.  When  tbe  1,0002.  was  banded 
to  me  Mr.  Martin  said  we  must  take  care  you  don't  come 
here  applying  for  money  for  the  purpose  of  the  petition, 
atnd  be  said  you  must  supply  me  with  a  letter  signed  by 
yourself  or  Mr.  Hall  saying,  in  consideration  of  this  1,0002. 
being  paid  to  yoiOL  you  or  Mr.  Hall  will  pay  tbe  expenses 
of  tbe  petition.  That  letter  exists,  and  it  is  signed  by  Mr. 
HaU  or  myself.  That  wouJd  confirm  Lord  Henry  Thynne 
in  saying  that  be  coUected  the  money  for  tbe  petition,  and 
would  confirm  myself  when  I  say  I  bad  it  for  no  other 
pturtXMe  but  for  tbe  payment  of  my  claims. 

Then  this  letter  would  make  matters  pleasant  all  round  ? 
— That  would  be  impossible  to  me  I  am  afraid. 

Li  reply  to  further  questions,  Mr.  Walsh  said,^— It  ^  a 
mistake  of  Lord  Henry  Thynne's  to  say  that  I  told  him  in 
the  lobby  that  tbe  money  was  wanted  to  figbt  the  petition. 
I  never  was  agent  for  the  petition,  and  as  between  Mr. 
Martin  and  myself  the  money  was  banded  over  for  the 
payment  of  my  personal  election  expenses. 

^y  Mr.  Cowie— The  first  intimation  I  had  that  tbe 
money  was  for  the  petition  was  from  Lord  Henry  Thynne's 
evidence.  Tbe  letter  signed  by  Mr.  HaU  was  written  by 
myself.  I  saw  Lord  Henry  Tbynne,  Mr.  Hal!,  and  Mr, 
Martin  only  with  reference  to  tbe  1,5002.  I  think  I 
probably  did  not  1^11  Mr.  Dayman  about  it. 

By  Mr«  Ridley— The  letter  may  not  have  been  destroyed 
at  all,  but  I  am  afraid  it  is  gone,  along  with  a  lot  of  others. 
If  Mr.  Hall  signed  tbe  letter  at  all  it  was  at  bis  house  at 
barton.    X  mnst  baye  xepeive4  the  money,  somewhere 

Bb 


b6tfrd^tbdl8fett#iia26tliUr.fii|f.  IfhltlkttWMKiiiOM 
Siinday  that  I  if  ent  DVdt  to  Battott,  tM  i\i  wtts  tbeii  that 
Ml".  Hall  sigtied  the  letter.  The  money  1  told  Mn  Martin 
wai  for  election  0xpeiuie9  and  not  for  the  petition,  and  the 
reason  the  letter  i^aa  written  was  beoanse  BCr.  Itfartin 
said  he  oonld  give  no  assistance  for  the  petition.  The 
letter  was  an  nndertakipg  that  Mr.  Hall  should  pay  the 

Sxpenses  of  the  petition  out  of  his  own  pocket,  btti  nn- 
oubtedly  the  money,  as  Lord  Hnnry  Thynne  fmagined, 
Was  subscribed  for  the  porpoees  of  the  petition.  I  do  not 
^ow  how  Mr.  Martin  thought  that  the  money  was  for  I 

the  petition. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Gynes,  examined  by  Mr.  Ridley,  said—Hie 
list  I  have  drawn  up  of  persons  employed  contains  the 
names  of  some  employed  it  both  elections.  The  sums  I 
have  put  to  their  names  are  entirely  from  memory,  and  I 
dan*t  say  they  are  borrect.     I  have  asked  several  persons.  i 

and  they  l^ave  no  remembrance  of  what  they  reeelved.  i 
estimated  the  cost  of  detectives  at  M.  1  sent  in  a  list  to 
the  Secreta^  on  Sunday  of  the  persons  to  whom  I  paid 
the  money.  I  had  the  money  from  Mr.  Evetts.  (The  List 
#a8  produced.)  The  first  detective  I  employed  was  myself, 
and  I  received  4^  for  two  weeks'  work.  Mr.  Evetts  told 
me  to  i^et  some  men.  I  went  about  to  make  enquiries, 
but  principaily  in  St.  Ebbe's.  There  w^re  eleven  of  us 
watching  Nuttall  and  his  men  for  a  fortnight  to  see  that 
our  voters  were  not  tampered  with. 

Mr.  Gave— The  accounts  you  have  sent  in  of  the  April 
election  are  very  unsatisfactory  ;  you  have  entered  a  num- 
ber of  names,  but  with  no  amounts  to  them.  Yoti  must 
see  these  people  and  get  the  amounts,  and  if  you  do 
not  we  may  refuse  you  your  certificate.  Ton  are  in  a 
position  of  mreat  peril,  for  if  your  certificate  Is  not  granted 
you  will  be  liable  to  be  prosecuted. 

Mr.  George  Barrett^  examined  by  Mr.  OaTe,  said — I 
live  in  Uanaf  Street,  Jericho,  and  wks  engaged  in  the  May 
election.  Mr.  Bickerton  ^ve  me  a  note  to  engage  a  com- 
mittee room,  as  at  the  Apnl  election.  No  arrangement  was 
made  as  to  what  I  should  havefor  my  services.  On  theSthand 
lOtb  of  May  I  received  money  to  pay  expenses,  but  I  eoold 
not  say  now  how  much  I  had,  I  bad  some  money  after^ 
wards  for  my  own  services.  I  think  I  received  something 
like  66^.or  671.  The  original  list  of  the  men  I  employed 
was  worn  out  through  carrying  it  in  my  pocket,  and  I 
made  a  copy  of  it  when  I  had  my  subpoena  to  attend  here. 
I  tore  up  the  original  and  threw  it  away  because  it  was 
worn  out. 

Mr.  Cave— r on  kept  it  until  you  knew  yon  were  going 
to  be  called,  and  then  you  threw  it  away.    (Laogfater.) 

Witness— It  wae  wofcn  out.  I  should  think  I  received 
IR  and  71  on  the  8th,  and  35f.  on  the  10th  of  May.  I 
do  not  know  when  I  had  21.  lOs.  -whether  it  was  in  May 
or  Jime,    I  do  not  know  when  I  teosired  the  wm 


of'  7&  Ifti.  I  biUeve  I  hud  ttie  naaey  im  oaih*  A»d  H 
oheqno  for  the  bfOukoe.  I  prcsumo  the  ftiBonnAe  I. 
pieid  are  correct  aa  stated  on  the  abeet,.  namely, 
4SU,  17b.  ad.,  and  the  balaooe  7L  29.  lOd.,  oat  of  m,f  Mx. 
Annetti  knew  I  had.  I  had  a  ch.<ique  for  9L  balanjM  Ipf - 
my  aeryicee.  I  am  down  for  VU.  for  my  si^rvicee,  and  the 
differcQce  bietveen  that  anm  and  162.  &.  lOa.  19  ftoooUDted 
for  by  a  mMtake  being  made  in  the  hurry  and  confusion. 
Iliave  no  notion  where  the  II.  28.  lOd.  jegcme  tQi»lfehoQgh 
I  made  every  man  sign  as  he  was  paid.  The  heJi-orowa 
each  to  sefvetail  men  was  on  account  of  some  volonteeni 
who  had  complained  of  having  nothiof?  but  the  breakfast 
in  the  morning^  and  the  money  was  given  for  refre8hme«»tii 
by  order  of  Mr.  Bickerton.  Some  of  them  was  entered  a« 
•mplpymeBtf.bat  some  of  t^em  preferred  Bhotogrf^he  d 
Sir  William  Harcourt  apd  Bir.  Chitty.  I  have  two  my- 
•ell,  but  not  here.    I  will  bring  themu 

Mr,  Gwve— I  should  like  to  see  them.    (Jjapghsfcer.) 

The  witnees— There  are  2]  of  these  peopJe  altog|BthiBr, 
Wd  I  think  altout  16  of  them  received  the  portraits. 
SooM  of  .those  who  had  the  portraits  were  sorry  aft<erwac4 
uiM;  they  had  had  t^m,  as  they  had  to  be  acooupted  for 
ift  the  expenses.  Th^y  couffidered  they  were  volunteers, 
i^thoagb  they  reoeived  either  a  half-crown  or  a  portrait, 
besidet  hi^ving  .their  bjceakf asts.  Some  of  them  thought  it 
was  hi^d  thsft  they  should  lope  their  day's  work  and  buy 
litetr  oiwn  Ipod  too. 

By  ifiT.  Ridley— Tho  idea  of  the  photographs  was  mine. 
and  .they  vtece  obtained  fipm  Carter*s»  in  New  Inn  Hall 
Street.  There  were  agrsitt  mauy  portraits  of  Mr.  Hall 
nboot  the  town— some  with  roeettes— and  our  men  thought 
it  rather  hard  that  they  should  not  have  0119  of  Sir  Wsa, 
^t^tjopvft  und  Mn  Chitty. 

Mr*  Wiiliam  Jajn&t  Iiondon,  examined  by  Mr.  0>wie»' 
ildd,--Atthe  timiB  of  the  election  |  was  in  businesyas  a 
grocer  in  St  Clement's.  I  ^forget  when  I  commeneed 
wcvic  in  the  election.  I  revoeaved  inatructionB  from  Mr. 
Biokerton,  and  was  engagf  d  by  him.  I  w«9  at  tne  BUMik. 
Home  Oommittee  room.  No  arrangement  waa  mi^le  aa  to 
the  remuneration  I  wae  to  receive.  I  and  Bro<^8  were 
the  clerks  at  the  Committee  room,  and  IcemvaMBd.  There 
were  ten  mecsengi^ni  and  five  check  clerks.  Brooks  made 
the  w9m4f\tB^  and  the  account  was  made  out  by  him.  I 
fetcheia  the  money  twice  from  Mr.  Bickerton|s  office  ;  it 
waa  In  cash  and  in  p^p^r.  It  was  not  counted  out  to  me, 
Vfd  I  did ,  not  know  bow  much  there  was.  Brooksccounted 
it  once,  and  there  was  £3  17s.  6d,  Ifhis  money  was  not 
for  paying  the  messengers.  The  second  money  I  fetched 
{iU)  was  for  my  own  penK)i|al  services.  I  was  chiefly 
employed  canvassing,  and  1  was  in  the  Committee  .room 
on  theipolliog  day  pearly  aU.di^.  There  were  breakfasts 
on  thfit  d%y  At  )the  Siritish  Workman  to  abouti60,  and  they 
waiQi  giye»  ikt  theaupseation  ol  i^  ]^iicmkgnam  meo» 
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^ere  were  no  other  refreshments  supplied  on  the  po^g 
day  at  the  Oommittee  room.    I  never  paid  anybody. 

By  Mr.  Gave  —  i'here  was  not  a  clerk  named  Tyler 
employed  at  my  Committee  room.  I  should  imaf?ine  be 
was  at  the  Cowley  Committee  room.  The  handwriting 
produced  is  Tyler's,  but  I  know  nothing  of  him.  Brooks 
was  clerk  in  cunjunction  with  young  Mr.  Galpin.  I  know 
that  Kirby  was  asked  for  his  room  as  a  Committee  room. 
I  know  nothing  of  a  bill  for  U,  12s.  for  damages  at 
Bacon's,  at  the  Black  Horse,  St.  Clement's,  but  I  think 
that  was  for  alterations  so  that  access  could  be  had  to  the 
Committee  room  without  going  to  the  house.  There  were 
two  Hitchcooks  employed,  father  and  son.  I  believe  it 
was  usual  to  allow  those  who  were  employed  during  the 
election  2s.  6d.  for  refreshments  on  the  pollilig  day,  and 
they  went  to  the  breakfast  as  well. 

£[y  Mr.  Ridley— Everyone  wbo  applied  for  employment 
was  sent  to  the  Central  Committee  room,  and  if  they  were 
to  be  put  on  they  came  back  with  a  note.  I  assisted  the 
olerks  in  the  Committee  room  at  night.  The  messengers 
were  employed  distiibuting  '*  literature"  and  circuiarsj 
and  they  took  notes  to  other  Committee  rooms.  The 
number  was  increased  towards  the  polling  day  as  the  work 
increased.  Colours  were  supplied  to  the  Committee  rooms, 
and  people  clamoured  loudly  for  flags.  I  do  not  know 
where  the  flags  came  from.  Tyler  brought  some,  and  I 
think  some  came  from  the  Liberal  HalL  I  never  ordered' 
any  of  them.  AH  I  loiow  about  Mr.  Young^  is  from  what 
I  have  read  in  the  evidence.  Flags  were  given  to  people 
whom  we  knew  were  favourable  to  us,and  the  more  we  gave 
the  more  we  were  asked  for  them.  Tyleir  was  engaged 
maJcing  the  flags  in  the  Committee  room.  I  don't  know 
what  work  he  did  as  clerk,  or  what  he  was  paid. 
I  had  nothing  to  do  with  Cowley.  I  cannot  compare 
the  April  with  the  May  election  with  respect  to  the 
number  of  persons  employed. 

By  Mr.  Cave — I  had  nothingto  do  with  engaging  con- 
veyances on  the  polling  day.  Durran  and  Thatcher  sent 
vehicles,  which  were  engaged  at  the  Central  Committee 
room.  I  think  Mrs.  HiH  supplied  three  vehicles,  Durran 
fou^  and  Thatcher  two. 

Mr.  James  Simms,  examined  by  Mr.  Bidley,  said— I 
am  a  bootmaker,  and  reside  in  Friars'  Entry.  I  was  chair- 
man in  St.  Mary  Magdalen  district,  on  the  Liberal 
side  at  the  May  election.  I  have  been  a  Liberal  for 
about  50  years,  but  the  May  election  was  the  first  in 
which  I  was  engaged.  There  were  three  messengers  at  the 
room  during  the  election,  and  three  more  on  the  day  of 
election,  l  was  chairman,  Mr.  Ogden  secretary,  and 
Mr.  Poulter  was  clerk;  and  there  were  four  slip 
derkB.  X  had  a  present  of  62.  for  my  services.  I  paid 
nobody  who  was  employed.  lir. .  Ogden  made 
oat  the  bills   for  the  mesMDgers,  at  ao'  many  days 
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eacli,>and  they  took  tbem  to  the  darendoD,  and  I  imppose 
were  there  paid.  There  was  not  a  glass  of  beer  in  the 
committee  room  at  either  election.  There  were  several 
tradesmen  who  were  volunteer  canvassers.  Baokingham 
and  Millin  were  paid  for  thfir  services.  Mj  dintriot 
corresponds  with  Mr.  Bennett's  on  the  other  side.  My 
orders  from  Mr.  Bickerton  were  to  keep  the  expenses  down, 
and  to  put  no  ooe  on  unless  it  was  absolutely  necessary. 

By  Mr.  Gave — I  engaged  the  slip  clerks.  The  three 
messengers  at  the  begicmng  bad  5s.  a  day.  The  persons 
at  the  cectial  committte  knew  whom  to  pay,  and  the 
amount  by  my.noto  which  each  one  took.  I  did  not 
make  the  bargain  for  the  committee  room  at  the  May 
election.  I  think  Millin  had  had  something  eztia  for 
puttiDg  up  flags. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— I  attended  the  breakfast  at  the  Maiden- 
head Hotel.  I  received  £10  for  myself  at  the  April 
election.  That  lasted  three  weeks,  and  I  would  not  do  it 
again  for  50^.    I  have  had  enough  of  it. 

Mi.-  Cave — ^You  did  it  the  next  time. for  62. 

Witness—  That  waa  for  Sir  Wilham  Harcourt.  I  would 
not  have  done  it  for  anybody  else. 

Mr.  William  Ogden,  examined  by  Mr.  Bidley,  said — I 
am  a  dealer  in  curiosities,  asd  live  at  2,  Worcester  Street. 
I  was  secretary  at  St.  Mary  Magdalen  committee  room.  I 
had  to  check  the  returns  of  the  canvaeseis  and. to  canvass 
myeelf.  I  did  not  employ  any  of  the  clerks  or  messengers. 
I  sent  returns  to  the  central  crmmittee  room  every  day, 
and  I  and  Poulter  weve  fully  employed,  I  received  IW, 
for  my  servicea  at  the  May  election.  I  received  it  some 
time  after  the  election  ftom  Mr.  Annette,  and  I  believe  I 
gaveareceiptfor.it.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  paying 
money  away.  I  know  sothing  of  the  rate  at  which  the 
mesBengets  were  paid.  I  simply  furnished  the  number  of 
days  they  had  been  engaged.  I  cant  tell  how  the  bill- 
posting  was  done  in  the  district.  I  »uppose  it  was  done 
from  the  central  committee  locm.  Nothing  was  done  at 
the  St.  Mary  Magdalen  committee  room  except  canvass* 
ing.  I  had  the  ordericg,  with  Mr.  Freeman,  of  tho 
breakfast  at  tke  Maidenhead.  Everybody  employed  at 
my  committee  room  attended  the  breakfast,  but  I  could 
not  teU  the  exact  number. 

By  Mr,  Cave-->-I  should  think  it  was  three  or  four  weeks 
after  the  eleotlcin  that  I  received  the  102.  I  woiked  dnr« 
ing  the  April  election,  but  was  not  officially  engaged. 

By  Mr.  Cowie-^I  don't  remember. paying  anything  lit 
all  at  the  May  election.  I  ordered  some  bilb  of  JEleid^  but 
I  don't  think!  paid  fo^  them.  I  don't  remember  oidering 
any  colours.  1  believe  some  ribbon  was  sent  f^brbut  not) 
by  me.  '  I  waa  put  to  no  expense  during  the. eleotidn. 
Mr.  Annette  brought  the  102.  to  me  in  a  dieqtie,  but,  as  I 
was  going  away,  I  asked  him  to  give  me  it  in  gold*  an^. 
he  did  so.         .         . 
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Tim  witlMM  bM  hfdan  he  leithe  thouMl^a  td 
■totement  which  feht  mreianee  of  the  OomttiiMioiien  woidd 
perhapa  efaaphasise.  It  was  to  be  hoped  hk  fellow'eitisfaM 
would  «6ek  as  far  as  they  ooald  to  tsJcs  8.-iia6  moasunus  to 
■how  the  people  and  the  country  generally  that  then 
strongly  objected  to. pay  the  money  for  the  inquiry,  whm 
ought  to  be  more  properly  paid  by  the  Osrlton  Ciab. 

Mr.  W.  Thompson,  soBoitor,  examined  by  Mr.  Bidlejf, 
said-«-I  acted  as  canvasser  at  the  May  eketion  in  St. 
Mary  Magdalen  and  St.  Giles's  distriets.  I  and  M& 
Mathews  went  out  tO|retber,  and  we  made  onr  retuns  to 
the  respective  Committee  rooms.  I  had  nothing  to  do 
^tii  employing  messengers  or  olerks.  I  knew  nothuil;  o< 
tile  fiaga  and  colours. 

Mr.  Joeiah  Nix,  examined  by  Mr.  Gave,  said^<-I  live  at 
38,  St.  John  Street  I  have  taken  patt  in  municipal  alec- 
tiona since  1874  with  Mr.  BnekeU,  and  also  in  ParUamen* 
taxf  conteetR4  At  the  Mky  election  I  was  President  of  the 
St  Giles's  Committee-room  at  Lamberts.  I  was  a  volnii- 
teer.  482.  ISs.  7d.  was  paid  altogether  eA  the  ireom.  I 
paid  Arnatt  11,  &}<  for  work  doine  for  Mr.  BudselL  We 
had  two  clerks— both  TurneiB-*-*i|nd  Colegrove  was  eofr 
ployed  on  the  polling  day  and  occasionally  at  evenings. 
There  were  two  extra  dip  •  clerks  on  the  polling  day* 
There  were  12  meaaengeis.  James  Hore's  10&  iaolndes 
32.  llw.  6d.  to  Abraham  Parker  for  refreshments,  2i,  odi 
for  cabs,  and  1L  15s.  to  Hore  himself.  Owing. to  ipiy 
being  wanted  so  much  at  the  Cbmmittee*room  I  had  to 
engage  Sore  to  attend  to  my  shop,  and  Mr.  Bnckell  so* 
paid  me  the  12.  1&.  which  I  had  paid  him.  loelnded  in 
(the  19b.  Id.  for  sundries  is  something  for  refteshments.  I 
had  Parker's  bill  on  the  10th  of  May.  TiM  oanvasseif 
were  all  volunteers,  and  thejr  made  returns  to  me,  whifdi 
I  sent  to  the  Central  Committee-rooBB),  There  were  ae 
bill-posters  efagaged  by  me  in  the  district,  but  bill-pDeting 
was  done^  Pavkerfs  bill  included  some  refreshmenliB  for 
the  Oommittee«roosn  in  Gloucester  Gireen,  sand  they  wens 
ordered  by  me  by  direction  of  Mr.  Budcell.  THe  Goa« 
wlltee^men,  canvassers,  and  fetohers»up  partook  of 
nsfrisefanienfts,  t^hioh.  consisted  iof  sandwiohes^  hew,  and 
a  bottliB  or  two  of  shetry. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— James  Hore  was  not  employed  in  any 
way  at  the  election,  but  to  look  after  my  snop  in  lay 
absence*  1  worked  fer  a  month  at  the  Apttl  election  and 
for  eleven  days  at  the  May  eleotton«  and  therefore  after 
that  sacrifice  I  did  not  mind  being  veocoa^ensad  bjr  Hore 
being  paid. 

By  Mr.  Cave— There  wereatMlit02Oor  9aDvolenin  tbi 
district  which  I  worked. 

By  Mr.  Oave^^^^BngHsb's  Committee  room  was  in  Omxef* 
Mansell's  Oommittte  rooifei.  wae  in  my  district^  buA 
it  waa  merely  »  room  fos  inqniriea  to  be  made.  I 
rtoeived  no  other  money  than  that  I  have  stated*    The 
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moBawiMni  at  the  Libteal  Hall  did  work  all  0y«r  th« 
whole  Oitf  ,  and  although  the  avmber  looki  larffe  it  is  not 
io,  beoaose  the  work  there  was  no  ordinary  work. 

Mr.  James  Jenkin,  examined  by  Mr.  Oowie,  aatd-*! 
live  at  68,  High  Street,  and  am  a  grooer.  I  was  asked  by 
Mr.  BickertoQ  to  saperintHnd  a  Oommittee  room  ia  Holy* 
welL  I  had  done  the  same  at  the  April  election.  The 
toom  was  at  Mrs.  Manseli*s,  and  it  wan  to  be  paid  for  a* 
the  rate  of  21.  a  week.  There  were  two  clerks  and  two 
■Dessvnieers  during  the  election,  and  on  the  polling  day 
there  were  fonr  ahp  clerks.  Mr.  NuttiiU  and  cme  of  hu 
men  cauLB  to  the  room  on  one  ocoanioo  and  spoke  to  tfaem 
about  the  manner  in  which  the  canvassing  should  ^  done. 
I  haTC  received  nothing  whatever  fur  my  servioes,  and  I 
have  asked  for  nothing.  The  messengers  Haoh  had  a  oerti* 
fieate,  stating  the  nnmber  of  days  thvy  had  been  em^oyed, 
iriiioh  thi^v  took  to  the  Central  Committee  room,  it  was 
not  intended  that  any  money  for  pajrment  should  pass 
through  my  hands^  but  aoddentally  some  passed  through 
my  hands.  I  received  money  from  Mr,  Annettes  for  the 
elerks  who  had  been  overlooked  and  for  the  Committee 
room.  The  amount  was  either  lli.  12^.  6d.,  or  lU.  7«.  6d. 
On  the  evening  before  the  election  the  clerk  told  me  thCy 
had  received  tickets  for  the  breakfasts,  and  I  did  not 
approve  of  their  going.  I  had  a  small  bill  after  the 
^ction  for  making  flag  poles,  and  I  gave  it  to  Mr.  Castle. 
We  were  asked  for  colours,  and  on  applying  at  the  Central 
Committee  room  we  were  referred  to  the  Liberal  Hall, 
and  were  there  told  that  they  had  no  orders  to  send  any 
colours,  but  some  were  sent  to  the  0«>mmittee  room. 

Mr.  Thos.  Mallam,  jun.,  examined  by  Mr.  Ridley,  said 
— ^I  am  a  solicitor  in  Oxford,  and  was  engaged  at  the  St. 
Giles's  Committee  room  as  legal  ageot,  at  the  May  elf  ction 
only.  Mr.  Nix  was  the  secretary.  It  wais  not  m^  duty 
to  engage  anybody,  but  to  look  after  the  canvas«iog.  I 
canvassed  myself  with  Mr.  Walter  Thompson.  I  reckoned 
from  our  returns  on  a  majority  of  about  200,  and  I  thought 
it  would  be  about  160.  1  had  nothing  to  do  with  ordering 
the  breakfasts,  but  I  went,  and  the  f etehers-up  for  the 
(Ufferent  streets  were  then  appointed.  I  maHepaymentoto 
six  persoDS  in  Mr.  Nix's  absence  from  the  Committee 
room.  Myoletk  brought  me  the  money  from  Nix.  I 
think  it  was  IW.,  and  the  balance  I  returned  to  Nix.  Thai 
was  the  only  money  I  received  or  paid.  The  persons  I 
paid  were  all  messengers.  I  rnoeived  25  guineas  for  my 
services— at  least,  the  firm  of  Messrs.  T.  and  G»  Mallam 
did.  My  brother  received  the  same  payment ;  he  worked 
at  the  Central  Committee  roouL 

Mr.  Robert  James  Grubb,  examined  by  Mr.  Cowie,  said 
—I  am  a  baker  and  corn  dealer,  and  live  at  Summertown. 
I  was  chairman  at  the  Summei  town  committee  room.  I 
was  instructed  to  engage  the  same  conmiittee  room  as  at 
U)eA(ril  election— at  Howard's*    There  wae  no  staff  at 
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the  room,  Irat  there  was  *  oomtnittee  of  four,  who  m«t  of 
aa  ereniniT  *nd  went  over  what  had  been  done.  The 
messengers  were  sent  from  the  central  oommittee  room.  I 
have  not  oaid  a  farthingr,  nor  have  I  received  anvthin^for 
my  services  at  either  election.  We  knew  at  the  second 
election  that  we  should  be  met  with  what  we  have  foond 
in  the  way  of  corraption,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
eonetitaeney  is  flrenerally  oorrapt.  I  think  it  is  a  wonderfol 
thing,  consideriog  that  these  inflaences  were  broavht  to 
bear,  that  they  only  manai^ed  to  convert  the  minority  of 
10  into  a  majoritv  of  54, .  and  I  look  upon  that  a«i  due  to 
the  Liberal  Associations.  At  Sammertowa  Mr.  Hall  is 
kind  enough  to  let  out  a  farm  into  allotments  at  very 
oheap  rents,  but  although  56  perH>ns  have  those  allot* 
ments,  I  question  the  statement  of  Mr.  Cripps  as  to  the 
majority  that  he  thought  was  got.  from  Summertowo, 
although  I  have  no  doubt  Mr.  Hall  hai  a  majority  ot 
voters  In  Summertown.  There  wai  also  the  influence  of 
Mr.  Calcutt  in  that  district.  It  was  reported  there  that  if 
Mr.  H«ll  did  not  get  in  the  allotmenUi  would  be  taken 
away.  I  did  not  trouble  to  inquire  wh<)ther  this  was  true 
or  not,  but  I  knew  it  would  have  a  great  iafluenoe  on  the 
election. 

Mr.  Matthew  Henry  Watts,  tailor,  examined  by  Mr. 
Ridley,  said  —I  was  clerk  and  messenger,  and  assisted  in 
the  canvassing  on  the  Liberal  side  in  Summertown. 
I  took  the  **  literature**  out,  which  was  sent  up  from 
the  central  committee  room.  I  received  51.  tor  my 
services.  I  received  61,  for  the  April  election,  and  did 
similar  work  then.  I  canvassed  with  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt 
and  others.  It  has  been  reported  by  one  Saxton,  at  Sum* 
mertotvn,  that  I  had  giveu  two  voters  5s.  to  vote  for  Sir 
Wm.  Harcourt.    I  wish  to  deny  that  entirely. 

Mr.  William  GruUiver,  ezamioed  by  Mr.  Oave,  said— 
I  live   at  16,  Welliagton  Street,  and  am  a  baker  and 

frocer.  I  was  employed  at  the  May  election  at  New 
[inckaey  by  Mr.  Barrett,  at  Sayers'  committee  room.  I 
received  31,  ISs.  for  my  services  for  ten  days.  There 
were  six  messengers  who  were  employed  partlv  in  St. 
Aldate's,  and  I  should  think  they  were  paid  by  Mr.  Bar- 
sett.  I  attended  a  breakfast  on  the  morning  of  the 
polling  dky,  and  I  voted. 

By  Mr.  Gave^I  onsider  Mr.  George  Brunner  a  volun- 
teer friend ;  he  was  very  active  in  the  support  of  Sir  Wm. 
Harcourt.  I  do  not  know  that  he  engaged  any  messengert 
at  Qinokoey. 
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TWENTY-NINTH  DAY.— Thursday, 
December  23. 

Mr.  W.  Evetts  asked  leave  to  make  an  explanation  with 
regard  to  Mr.  Grnbb's  evidence  the  previous  day  as  to  the 
Summer  town  allotments.  The  farm  spoken  of  consists 
of  half  a  held,  and  is  about  five  acres  in  extent.  This  is 
let  to  Mr.  Biuney,  the  clergyman  of  Summertowc,  and 
the  rent  that  was  paid  in  1880  was  ISl.  lOs.  Mr.  Hall  has 
no  idea  of  the  allotment  holderp.  I  have  been  told  on 
several  occasions  that,  the  majority  of  them  are  advanced 
Badicals.  This  willyshow  there  was  not  a  shadow  of 
fonndation  for  the  spiteful  things  said  by  Mr.  Grubb. 

Mr.  Oowie — Mr.  Grubb  said  it  was  mere  rumour  and 
gossip.    There  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  it. 

Mr.  Evetts— If  I  may  be  aUowed,  I  wish  to  allude  to 
the  evidence  of  the  Birmingham  detectives,  which  was 
given  in  London,  as  regards  treating  at  different  public 
houses.  I  have  taken  the  trouble  of  having  a  list  drawn 
out  of  the  exact  casks  of  beer  sent  out  in  the  fortnight 
preceding  the  May  election,  and  actually,  in  the  fortnight, 
they  sent  out  le^s  beer  than  the  average.  I  hand  you  the 
names,  and  hope  you  will  treat  them  as  private  as  pos- 
sible, of  every  customer  who  received  beer  during  the 
fortnight,  and  they  will  corroborate  what  appears  in  the 
books. 

Mr.  Bidley — Do  you  wish  to  contradict  the  statement 
as  regards  any  particular  public-house  they  mentioned. 

Mr.  Evetts — I  cannot  carry  my  mind  with  regard  to  all 
accusations  made,  they  are  so  many  and  so  vague.  The 
list  will  prove  that  no  single  house  had  more  than  the 
average. 

Mr.  Cave— It  will  be  of  great  use  to  us  no  doubt.  We 
shall  have  to  ask  you  at  some  future  time  some  questions 
in  regard  to  the  amounts  taken  from  the^brewery  for  the 
purposes  of  the  May  election.  ' 

Mr.  J.^  J.  Bickerton,  the  Town  Clerk,  examined  by  Mr. 
Cave,  said— I  had  no  fund  to  deal  with  except  the  money 
supplied  by  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt,  which  was  drawn  out  bv 
cheques.  The  amount  for  petty  cash  was  774^  18s. ,  whicn 
passed  through  Mr.  Annette's  hands,  and  he  kept  no  caeh 
account  of  wnat  was  done  with  it.  He  was  told  to  keep 
receipts  for  the  whole  of  it.  I  have  been  through  the 
matter  with  him,  and  my  impression  isthat  he  can  iden- 
tify receipts  for  an  amount  exceeding  7742.  18s.— which 
would  be  accounted  for  by  his  receiving  money  from 
me.  The  642.  186.  paid  to  Mr.  Young  was  repaid  by 
hSm  to  me  in  November,  together  with  161,  more. 
The  account  I  have  made  of  the  money  expended 
by    Mr.    Annetts    shows    that    there    is    about    232. 

C  c 
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or  25/.  more  than  the  774^.  ISs.  I  had,  as  agent,  nothing 
to  do  with  oolonrs.  I  had  no  instructions  to  pay  for 
colours,  but  if  Mr.  Young  had  applied  to  me  for  100^.  pri- 
vately for  such  a  purpose  I  should  have  let  him  have  it. 
He  applied  for  the  642.  10^.  as  a  temporary  loan,  and  I  let 
himhave  it.  Mr.  Young  did  not  say  what  he  wanted  the 
6U.  18b.  for.  I  have,  in  business  matters,  let  him  have  money 
before.  I  knew  that  he  was  takinq^  part  in  the  election  by 
seeiog  him  about  constantly.  I  suppose  everybody  in 
Oxford  knew  something  about  the  flags,  but  I  gave  no  in- 
structions or  orders  about  them.  I  borrowed  on  one  even- 
ing lOZ.  from  Mr.  Buckell,  and  also  101.  from  Mr.  Mallam, 
and  this  went  to  make  up  the  252.  over  the  774:1.  which  was 
expended  by  Mr.  Annetts.  The  1502.  which  was  returned 
by  Mr.  Schnadhorst  was  not  handed  to  Mr.  Annetts.  It 
was  returned  in  one  cheque  payable  to  my  order.  Mr. 
Schnadhorst  hesitated  at  first  whether  he  would  take  a 
fee  or  not,  but  I  ultimately  sent  him  a  cheque  for  100 
guineas.  I  received  571.  7s  4d.  back  from  Mr.  Buckell  some 
time  in  July.  That  money  makes  up  part  of  my  fee.  It 
did  not  come  to  my  knowledt^e  that  thirty  persons  were 
employed  in  St.  Aldate's.  I  do  not  remember  that  the 
names  of  the  messengers  in  St.  Ebbe^s  were  submitted  to 
me  for  approval.  I  have  stated  before  that  I  could  not 
justify  the  number.  In  the  course  of  conversatieo  Mr. 
Barrett  said  he  thought  it  would  be  a  complimentaiy 
thing  to  give  some  of  the  men  photograpns,  and  I 
sanctioned  it.  I  do  not  trace  any  corrupt  motive  in  it. 
It  was  not  in  anyone's  mind  before  the  election.  There 
were  hundreds  of  photographs  of  Mr.  Hall  about,  and 
these  things  were  catching. 

Mr.  Cave— You  thought  that  what  one  side  did  you 
mnst  do  also  ? 

LIr.  Bickerton — I  don't  say  must,  but  it  puts  pressure 
upon  us.  I  asked  many  people  to  reduce  their  fees.  I 
succeeded  in  some  cases,  but  not  in  others. 

Mr.  Cave— Can  you  tell  me  why  the  different  secretaries 
received  such  different  amounts,  why  one  should  have  51, 
and  another  202.,  Freemen  102., London  52.,  and  Webb 202.  ? 

Mr.  Bickerton — Mr.  Webb  did  more  work  than  Mr. 
London. 

Mr.  Cave— He  expended  a  great  deal  more  money  ? 

Mr.  Bickerton— Mr.  London  is  a  man  who  might 
almost  have  thought  it  worth  nothing,  Mr.  Buckell  who 
had  most  work  to  do  was  not  paid  anything. 

Mr.  Cave— You  cannot  explain  it  in  another  way  ? 

Mr.  Bickerton — No.  Mr.  Ogden  was  paid  102.,  and  it 
was  put  into  the  April  accounts  by  mistake.  I  think  he 
had  a  payment  at  each  election,  but  at  the  April  election 
he  had  no  regular  engagement.  The  Charity  Commis- 
sioners have  the  appointment  of  the  Trustees,  and  their 
selection  is  going  on  at  the  present  time.  A  list  of  names 
18  sent  up  to  them,  and  two  have  been  sent  by  the  Town 
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Council  and  the  present  Truaiees,  and  the  Commisaionera 
will  be  acked  to  increane  the  number  from  18  to  40. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — 1  f  I  had  thought  that  the  loan  to  Young 
waa  required  for  the  election,  I  should  have  suggeated  to 
him  to  go  somewhere  else  for  it. 

By  Mr.  Cave — Mr.  Lowe,  the  present  Mayor,  waa  sent 
round  to  engage  conveyancea.  He  had  the  asaiatance  of 
a  clerk  named  Farrant.  I  believe  Mr.  Buckell  took  part 
in  the  engagement  of  caba.  I  should  think  the  account 
tent  in  by  Timms  for  guns  and  aworda,  3b.  6d.,  ia  a  joke. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Cave— It  ia  a  amall  matter,  and  I  will  not  trouble 
you  about  it.  I  haye  not  prepared  a  lifat  of  how  many  of 
the  clerka,  measecgera,  detectivep,  peiaooation  agents, 
canvassers,  and  bill  poatera  are  membera  of  the  Liberal 
Association.    A  great  number  of  them  would  be. 

Mr.  Stephen  Peedell,  examined  by  Mr.  Cowie,  said — I 
live  at  No.  5,  Canal  Stieef,  and  at  the  time  of  the  May 
elf^ctioQ  I  was  keeping  the  Prince  of  Walea  publichouae, 
Walton  Street.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  election, 
but  I  waa  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Fry  for  bribery,  con- 
victed, and  sentenced  to  four  months'  impriaonment.  I 
waa  charged  with  attempting  to  bribe  Edward  Ambroae 
Teegan  and  Emma  Hatt.  I  know  George  Higga,  a  baker, 
and  aaw  him  at  the  time  of  the  election  at  my  houae.  I 
waa  so  busy  drawing  beer  that  I  can't  remember  who 
came  into  my  house.  I  know  Harry  Amett,'  and  he  came 
into  my  house  at  the  time  of  the  election.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  aaw  him  at  any  time  with  Higgs.  I  did  not  ofifer 
Higga  any  money  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  Nor  did  I  Lake 
a  meaeage  to  him  from  any  other  person.  My  wife  paid 
him  7s.  6^d.  for  bread  during  the  election,  and  the  amount 
was  owing  to  Higga'a  father,and  we  had  been  aaked  aeveral 
timea  for  payment.  He  happened  to  come  in  during  the 
election,  and  it  waa  paid,  he  had  been  aaked  on  aeveral  oc- 
caaiona  to  bring  the  bill.  I  never  owed  5^.  to  either  Greorge 
Higga— father  or  aon.  I  did  not  receive  any  money  from 
Mr.  Payne  duringthe  election.  I  waa  at  Payne'a  houae 
during  the  election  and  I  went  to  his  house.  He  never 
mentioned  Higgs'a  name  to  me,  and  he  did  not  give  me 
money  to  distribute  to  other  peraona.  I  know  Jaa.  Allen 
of  King-street,  Jericho,  and  never  asked  him  for  his  vote. 
I  did  not  offer  him  any  money.  I  waa  charged  with 
offering  him  £1.  T  saw  him  several  times  at  my  house, 
and  I  refused  him  beer  twice  during  the  election  because 
he  waa  noisy.  He  broke  a  lot  of  my  spittoons.  Faulkner 
and  Harris  were  also  refused  drink.  I  can't  aay  if  I  saw 
Allen  on  the  30th  of  A-priU  I  met  him  in  Walton-street, 
and  be  insulted  me  because  my  wife  would  not  draw  him 
any  beer.  I  did  not  aay  I  had  a  commiaaion  to  offer  any 
man  a  aovereign  who  would  vote  straight.  Teegau  waa 
the  only  man  I  offered  money  to,  and  that  waa  in  a  joke, 
and  I  Old  it  en  my  own  reaponaibility. 
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By  Mr.  Bidley^  I  remember  signing  an  agreement  in 
my  house.  I  was  in  my  sober  senses  at  the  time,  but  the 
paper  was  in  one  of  Mr.  Bickerton^s  clerk's  haDdwritiDg. 
Teegan  was  to  have  £20  if  he  could  get  me  to  s  gn  the 
paper,  and  I  have  a  witness  to  prove  it — Thomas  Sheldon, 
of  Little  more. 

Mr.  Ridley— When  did  he  tell  you  that? 

Mr.  Peedell— I  can*t  say  he  told  me.  Teegan  did  not 
want  to  prosecute  me,  but  he  did  so  to  get  the  £20. 
Payne  did  not  promise  me  money.  I  was  not  promised 
money  from  anyone. 

Mr.  Ridley— Did  you  treat  anyone  during  the  election. 

Mr.  Peedell — I  treated  myself,  an4  let  other  people 
alone.  I  did  not  keep  a  book  of  my  takings^,  but  I  was 
paid  for  every  drop  of  beer  that  was  drank  in  mv  house. 
The  Magistrates  would  not  grant  me  a  license  after  my 
conviction.  I  had  to  go  to  the  Magistrates  about  Allen 
and  the  others  disturbing  my  customers,  but  I  looked 
over  the  matter  because  one  of  them  was  a  friend  of  mine. 
There  was  not  a  good  deal  of  row  in  my  house  during  the 
election,  except  what  was  caused  by  people  coming  from 
Jericho  House,  where  plenty  of  beer  was  given  away.  I 
received.  7s.  6d.  from  Mr.  Draper  for  repairing  a  roof.  I 
know  Jos.  Simms,  a  bricklayer,  but  he  was  not  in  my 
house  during  the  election.  £  know  n?  publican  of  the 
name  of  Simms  or  Knowles,  in  Jericho.  I  can  Rive  you 
my  account  book  at  the  Brewery  as  to  the  beer  I  had  in. 
I  was  never  sent  any  beer  to  give  awa^. 

Mr.  Edward  Ambrose  Teegan,  examined  by  Mr.  Ridley, 
said—I  am  a  dyer,  and  live  at  31,  Bath  Street,  St. 
Clement's.  I  am  Peedell's  nephew  by  marriage.  I  re- 
member Peedell  calling  at  my  house  on  the  13th  of  April ; 
he  came  there  to  offer  me  a  sovereign  to  vote  for  the 
Squire,  and  he  spoke  to  Mrs.  Hatt  about  induc'ng  my 
father-in-law  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  Peedell  8erir>u8ly  told 
me  that  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Morrell ;  and  I  believed 
him.  I  went  to  PeedelPs  house  the  same  evening  in  order 
to  get  a  confirmation  of  what  he  offered  in  the  shape  of  a 
sovereign,  but  he  was  not  at  home.  I  went  the  next  morn- 
ing with  an  agreement  which  I  wrote  out ;  neither  Mr. 
Bickerton  nor  his  clerks  had  anything  to  do  with  it. 
The  agreement  was  a  promise  to  pay  a  sovereign  on 
condition  that  I  voted  for  Mr.  Hall.  When 
the  agreement  was  signed  there  was  no  one  present  but 
Peedell,  myself,  and  Mrs.  Hatt.'  I  should  say  that  Peedell 
was  in  his  right  senses  when  he  signed  the  agreement. 
Peedell  bad  not  darkened  my  doors  before,  and  he  never 
came  to  see  his  sister  when  she  was  ill.  I  wanted  no  bribe 
and  I  wanted  do  reward,  nor  have  I  received  one.  I 
thought  it  was  my  duty  to  expose  the  villainy  that  was 
going  on  at  the  election.  It  was  no  trap  to  catch  Peedell. 
X  took  an  agreement  because  I  thought  word  of  mouth 
would  be  of  no  use.    I  did  not  take  it  as  a  joke  at  a 
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ard  when  he  mentioned  Mr.  Morreirs  name  I  took  it 
Eerionely.  I  thought  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Morrell  had 
authorised  him  to  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — The  idea  of  getting  a  written  agreement 
was  entirely  my  own,  and  it  was  done  on  my  own  respon- 
sibility. 

The  witness  asked  for  his  expenses,  and  Mr.  Cave  said 
if  he  applied  to  the  Secretary  he  woald  be  paid. 

Mr.  John  Hatt,  examined  by  Mr.  Bidley,  said— Teegan 
is  my  son-inlaw,  bat  I  know  nothing  of  the  agreement 
between  him  and  Peedell.  I  saw  Pe'edell  after  he  had 
been  down  to  see  Teegan,  and  he  asked  me  if  I  was  going 
to  vote  for  the  squire.  I  would  not  eatisfy  him,  and  he 
said  I  should  have  a  sovereign  if  I  would  vote  for  him. 
I  don't  think  it  was  a  joke,  because  he  said  it  was  *'  right 
enough*'— (laughter)— and  he  said  he  would  find  the 
sovereign.  I  did  not  pee  him  again,  and  I  never  had  the 
sovereign,  and  did  not  name  it.  He  was  sober  at  the 
time.  I  was  not  at  the  Prince  of  Wales'  during  the  elec- 
tion. 

By  Mr,  Cowie — I  did  not  see  a  sovereign.  He  said  I 
should  have  it  after  the  election,  but  I  did  not  think  it 
was  "good  enough."  (Laughter.)  It  did  not  seem 
righteous  to  my  mind.    (Laughter.) 

The  witness  was  allowed  his  exppDses. 

Mr.  Barratt  was  recalled,  and  handed  to  the  Commis- 
sioners the  photographs  he  alluded  to  on  the  previous  day 
and  the  bills.  I  had  detectives  because  my  door  was 
smothered  with  blue  paint,  and  they  bad  to  see  that  our 
bills  were  not  covered  by  those  on  the  other  side.  Graham 
was  a  night  watchman.  Four  extra  men  were  put  on  on 
the  day  of  election.  We  could  have  done  with  one  or  two 
less. 

Mr.  Cave— Tou  might  have  done  with  a  good  many  less 
in  my  opinion. 

The  witness — There  were  45  persons  who  had  breakfast 
on  the  day  of  the  poll. 

Mr.  William  Seeley,  examined  by  Mr.  Cowie,  said— I 
reside  at  Witney,  and  am  an  auctioneer  and  surveyor. 
I  assisted  at  the  May  election  in  canvassing  the  out-of- 
town  freemen  and  visiting  the  Liberal  Committee  roc  ms.  I 
was  paid  19^.  5.^.  6d.,of  which  I  estimate  lOgs.to  be  my  fee. 
I  made  no  payment  to  anybody.  I  think  i  saw  seven  or 
eight  out-of-town  voters  on  the  eleven  days  I  was 
engaged.  I  might  have  also  canvassed  twenty  voters  in 
the  town.  I  did  not  attend  a  breakfast  on  the  polling 
day.  I  got  those  people  to  vote  who  we  found  nadn't 
voted,  and  I  may  have  brought  up  half-a-dozen.  I  was 
paid  two  guineas  at  the  April  election  for  my 
seryioes  on  thepoUing  day.    I  then  made  no  payments. 

Mr.  Geoige  Higgs,  examined  by  Mr.  Bidle^i  said— I  am 
a  baker,  and  live  in  Mount  Street,  [Jericho.  I  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Gregson  at  the  May  election  as  bill- 
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poster,  for  which  I  received  5s.  a-day,  and  received  about 
£3  10b.  I  worked  bard  for  the  money.  (Laughter.)  I 
posted  bills  early  and  late  every  day  wherever  they  were 
wanted.  I  posted  the  bills  wherever  the  people  wanted 
them.  I  know  Peedell ;  he  has  paid  me  78.  S^d.,  I  think 
for  bread,  but  I  don't  know  when.  I  was  not  employed 
by  Mr.  Payne,  and  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  him  during 
the  election.  I  am  quite  certain  that  he  (;ave  me  no 
money.  I  have  sold  him  garden  stuff.  I  have  had  beer  at  his 
house  by  paying  for  it.  I  did  not  see  Bidmead  during  the 
election.  1  know  fMrs.  Bidmead,  but  I  don't  know 
whether  I  saw  her.  I  have  had  no  stray  £5  notes  lately 
to  give  her  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall. 

Mr.  Cave — I  ask  you  to  be  careful,  or  you  will  spend 
your  Christmas  in  gaol. 

The  witness — I  might  have  set  n  her,  but  I  have  no 
recollection  of  it.  I  saw  Mr.  Kaesell,  who  took  my 
evidence.  I  may  have  seen  her  frequently,  but  I  don't 
remember  offering  her  6L    I  never  had  5^. 

Mr.  Cave — Again  I  caution  you  to  be  careful.  Re- 
member you  are  under  the  obligation  of  an  oath ;  whether 
you  had  52.  or  not  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

The  witness — I  might  have  said  something  to  her  about 
5Z.  in  "  chaff."  I  might*have  told  Wm.  Holt  that  I  had 
51.  I  don't  remember  saying  anything  to  H.  J.  Arnatt 
about  sending  notes  to  the  bank. 

Bobt.  Dunsby,  11,  Wyatt's  Yard,  proved  that  Charles 
Linnell  promised  him  11. ,  and  subsequently  told  him  that 
his  name  was  on  Gynes's  list  for  £2. 


THIRTIETH  DAY.— Tuesday, 

December  28. 

Mr.  James  Simms,  recalled,  said,— I  want  to  make  aA 
explanation  as  to  part  of  my  evidence  given  the  other  day. 
I  told  you  that  the  people  employed  were  on  for  eight 
days,  but  after  reading  Mr.  Annettb'  evidence  I  remember 
it  was  ten  days,  and  I  have  receipts  from  them  to  that 
effect.  I  tind  I  also  made  a  mistake  in  saying  that 
Corbett  was  not  employed,  but  be  was  employed  as  a 
check  clerk  and  paid  for  his  services.  The  receipts  are  in 
the  handwriting  of  the  parties. 

James  Sarrage,  examined  by  Mr.  Cowie,  said — I  live  at 
61,  Friars'  Street.  I  am  an  ash  collector  and  fapgot  mer- 
chant. Mr.  Thop.  Wheeler  came  to  my  hou^e  about  the 
time  of  the  May  election,  and  gave  me  balf-a-sovereign.  He 
did  not  ask  me  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  I  pay  my  limdlord 
lis.  a  week  for  taxes.  He  did  not  offer  to  pay  my  taxes.  I 
was  employed  as  a  messeoger  in  the  West  Ward  for  ten 
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days  and  receired  50j.  I  was  asked  about  this  matter 
before,  but  I  did  not  say  anytblDg  about  the  10s.  because 
I  was  not  asked  concerning  it. 

By  Mr.  Gave— I  had  a  sovereign  on  the  first  Saturday, 
58.  the  next  Saturday,  and  the  remainder  on  the  following 
Monday.    I  had  the  money  from  Mr.  Gynes. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — Mrs.  Surragefmade  flags  and  rosettes, 
for  which  she  received  £3  Sa.  Mr.  Evetts  ordered  them. 
Henry  Surrage  is  my  brother,  and  Greo.  Surrage  is  my 
son.    Mrs.  6.  Surrage  had  4^  for  colours. 

Mr.  ThoB.  Field,  plumber  and  glazier,  4,  Albion  Place, 
said,  —I  saw  Mr.  Wheeler  a  few  days  before  the  May  elec- 
tion. He  asked  me  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  I  told  him  I 
always  voted  for  the  Liberals.  He  replied  he  would  make 
it  worth  my  while  to  support  Mr.  Hall ;  and  if  the 
Liberals  could  afford  to  give  Wl.  he  could  afford  to  give 

Wm.  Rowe,  in  the  employ  of  the  Great  Western  Rail- 
way, living  at  19,  Arthur  Street,  Osney,  said, —  Mr. 
Wheeler  said  hewould  give  me  half-a*sovereign  out  of  his  own 
pocket  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  I  replied,  if  you  can  afford  to 
give  me  a  half-sovereign  out  of  your  own  pocket,  I  should 
think  Mr.  Morrell,  with  his  thousands,  could  make  it  up  to 
sovereigns.  I  did  not  have  any  money  from  him.  Mr. 
Brown  and  Mr.  English  canvassed  me  to  vote  for  Sir  Wm. 
Harcourt.  I  mentioned  what  Mr.  Wheeler  had  said  the 
same  day  to  my  assistant  foreman.  I  have  spoken  to  Mr. 
Wheeler  about  this  matter,  and  I  have  told  him  he  has 
not  spoken  the  truth  before  you.  I  deny  ever  asking  him 
what  he  would  give  me  for  my  vote.  I  told  Mr.  Nuttall 
what  Wheeler  had  said,  and  he  wrote  'it  down  and  I 
signed  the  paper.  I  said  in  a  joking  manner,  **  If  jou  can 
make  it  up  to  a  sovereign  see  me  to-morrow  morning." 

Qeo,  Purser  said— I  lived  at  64,  Cowley  Road  at  the 
time  of  the  election.  I  am  at  present  residing  in  Rewley 
Road.  I  received  two  half-sovereigns  from  Mr.  Gynes 
during  the  second  election.  When  the  last  election  came 
on  I  was  taken  to  Mr.  Hall's  brewery  by  Arthur  Thomp- 
son. I  saw  Mr.  Evetts,  and  be  said  he  was  sorry  I  was 
going  away.  I  said  I  should  not  mind  stopping  in  Oxford 
two  or  three  days.  I  don't  remember  saying  to  Mr.  Wood- 
ward that  I  wanted  some  money.  I  should  not  like  to 
deny  it.  I  was  sent  for  and  went  to  Mr.  Thomas.  Be 
gave  me  half-a-sovereign,  and  I  was  to  do  the  best  I  could 
for  Mr.  Hall.  My  room  was  not  used  as  a  Committee 
room  in  May,  although  I  bad  the  bills  in  the  window.  I 
saw  Gynes  during  the  election  week,  and  we  had  a  glass 
together.  He  said,  **  I  suppose  you  are  not  so  very  flush, 
George.*'  I  replied  that  I  was  not,  and  he  gave  me  balf-a- 
sovereign.  I  did  not  canvass  or  work  as  a  messenger 
during  the  election.  I  was  at  the  Committee  room  on  the 
let  of  May,  and  saw  Mr.  Morrell.  I  told  him  I  had  a 
sort  of  rambling  commission  from  Mr.  Evetts,  and  he  told 
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me  to  do  the  best  I  could.  Mr.  Morrell  never  asked  me 
to  be  on  the  Committee ;  if  I  said  thftt  it  is  quite  a  mis- 
take.  I  am  almost  positive  the  statement  I  made  to  Mr. 
Mallam's  clerk  was  not  read  over  to  sae  before  I  signed  it. 
I  saw  G-vnes  on  the  polling  day  at  the  Committee  room. 
He  shook  hands  with  me  and  left  half-a-sovereign  in  my 
hand.  (Laughter.)  He  did  not  say  anything.  On  the 
12th  of  May  two  gentlemen  called  on  me  and  blackguarded 
me,  I  told  tbOiU  I  did  not  know  anything.  After  I  told 
Mr.  Mallam  of  this  I  had  the  second  half-sorereign.  Soon 
after  the  election  I  went  to  Birmingham.  X  saw  Mr. 
Nuttall  daily. 

Mr.  Cave — They  were  nursing  you,    (Laughter.) 

Witness— No,  i  did  not  require  that.  I  canvassed  for 
Mr.  Nuttall.    I  received  303.  a  week. 

At  the  conclusion  of  his  evidence  witness  asked  to  be 
allowed  hia  expenses. 

Mr.  Cave->No.  We  are  of  opinion  you  have  had  enough 
out  of  this  election  already.    (Loud  applause.) 

Henry  Stonehill,  butcher,  eaid, — I  live  in  Mill  Street, 
Osney,  and  formerly  resided  in  Castle  Street.  I  was  em- 
ployed  by^  the  Liberals  in  May,  and  received  £6.  I  had 
the  superintendence  of  the  messengers.  I  saw  Mr.  Evetta 
several  times  during  the  elections.  After  the  first  election 
was  over  he  gave  me  £5.  There  were  no  election  rumours 
in  the  town  at  that  time.  He  gave  me  the  money  because 
he  knew  I  was  in  want  of  it.  He  also  gave  me  £1  three 
or  four  weeks  since— after  the  Majr  election.  Mr.  JBvetts 
knew  I  had  been  working  for  the  Liberals.  The  money  he 
pave  me  was  not  for  my  vote.  I  have  kno?ni  Mr.  Evetts 
m  connection  with  cricketing. 

By  Mr.  Cave — I  was  t- mployed  by  the  Liberals  in  April 
as  check  clerk  on  the  polling  day.  I  received  Js.  6d.  I 
did  not  tell  Mr.  Evetts  I  voted  for  Mr,  Hall  at  the  second 
election.  The  statement  which  appeared  in  the  newspa^n 
surprised  me.  I  should  think  there  were  about  thirty 
messengers  at  the  Liberal  Hall— I  would  not  be  sure  to 
ten  or  twenty.  I  am  certain  there  were  not  150  messengers* 

John  Poole,  potato  dealer  and  market  gardener,  High 
Street,  St.  Thomas's,  said, — ^I  went  to  Mr.  Evetts^  about 
some  pigs  in  April.  I  boui^ht  two  in-pig  sows  the  first 
timQ.  About  the  26th  or  27th  of  April  I  exchanged  some 
potatoes  for  some  pigs.  At  the  May  election  Mr.  Evetts 
said  he  wished  to  engage  my  house  for  a  Comnuttee  room. 
I  said  I  was  surprised  at  that  as  he  had  not  asked  me  for 
my  vote  in  April.  He  said  I  had  better  come  on  their  side, 
and  it  would  be  a  good  thing  for  me.  I  said  I  could  not 
change  my  politics.  Mr.  Evetts  expressed  his  surprise  I 
did  not  go  into  a  larger  way  of  business,  and  said,  "  If  you 
will  go  over  to  our  side  I  will  make  a  wholesale  man  of 
yon— as  large  as  Mr.  Cooper,"  He  added  that  he  wanted 
to  do  Mr.  Cooper  a  turn  because  he  did  them  so  much 
harm  at  the  first  election.    Mr.  Evetts  asked  me  what  I 
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would  take  to  turn  round  because,  he  said,  "  We  want 
your  iDfloence  as  well  as  you."  I  was  to  let  him  have  the 
use  of  the  room.  Subsequently  he  came  to  my  house  and 
tried  to  argue  the  point.  I  refused  to  turn.  He  said  I 
was  dealiDg  with  a  party  who  would  stroke  me  down  the 
hhck  with  one  hand  and  take  money  out  of  my  pocket 
with  the  other.  I  have  seen  Mr.  Evetts  once  since.  Ha 
asked  n:e  what  I  had  done  with  the  £50  he  had  given  me. 
I  said  I  did  not  know  anything  about  it ;  I  bad  never 
received  it.  He  said  there  was  a  report  to  that  effect  in 
the  town.  I  said  something  about  false  statements',  and 
I  might  have  remarked  that  those  who  went  up  town 
telling  such  tales  got  more  than  those  who  stayed  at 
home. 

By  Mr.  Cowie^I  did  not  have  any  money  from  either 
side. 

John  Hathaway  said,— I  was  employed  as  a  f etcher  up 
on  the  polling-day.  Gynes  left  a  sovereign  with  my  wife 
for  my  work.  My  son  was  employed,  and  I  think  he  had 
6fe.  for  acting  as  a  fetcher  up. 

Mr.  Ridley— The  family  seems  to  have  made  a  good 
thing  of  it.    (Laughter. 

Witness— I  only  received  IL  As  far  as  I  know  the 
Hathaway  family  only  got  11,  and  68.  I  never  leceived 
21.  If  they  have  got  a  lot  of  money  down  to  the  Hatha- 
ways  it's  not  true. 

By  Mr.  Cave — Mr.  Gynes  asked  me  to  fetch  up  voters. 
I  am  a  chimney-sweeper.  When  I  was  employed  Gynes 
did  not  say  anything  about  my  being  paid.  I  did  not  ex- 
pect to  receive  anything. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — I  had  breakfast  at  Mb.  Talbot's  on  the 
polling  day.  There  were  between  30  and  40  there.  The 
breakfast  did  not  influence  my  vote. 

William  Henry  Grav,  purifier  at  the  Oxford  Gas 
Works,  said,— I  received  a  sovereign  on  one  occasion  from 
George  West,  a  publican,  of  St.  Ebbe's,  three  or  four  days 
after  the  election.  I  did  not  know  how  he  came  to  give  it 
me.  I  was  surprised,  and  I  kept  it.  (Laufi^hter.)  I  have 
really  no  idea  how  he  came  to  give  it  me.  We  have  known 
each  other  from  childhood.  I  did  not  see  him  during  the 
election.  I  was  not  canvassed  in  May  for  my  vote,  but 
someone  called  on  me  in  April.  It  was  not  West.  The 
sovereign  might  have  been  because  of  my  having  voted, 
but  I  cant's  say.  I  don't  know  Mr.  West's  politics.  {A 
laugh.) 

Mr.  Ridley— I  don't  think  you  axe  telling  ns  the  whole 
trath. 

Witness— I  am  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cave — Mr.  West  gave  me  the  sovereign  in  his 
back  room.    He  has  not  given  me  money  before. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Cowie,  witness  said — I  saw  Mr.  West 
durinff  the  first  election.  I  told  two  gentlemen  who  can- 
vaased  me  in  April  that  I  should  vote  for  Squire  Hall. 

Gray  applied  for  his  expeoBes. 
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Mr.  Cave^There's  that  sovereii^n ;  yoa  did  nothing  for 
it ;  I  think  it  must  be  for  coming  here  to-day.  (Ap- 
planse.) 

James  Blay,  Blackfriars'  Road,  dealer,  said, — Mr.  Hall 
and  Mr.  Evetts  canvassed  me  in  April.  I  replied  I  shonld 
vote  by  ballot.  I  put  up  the  red  colours.  In  May  Mr. 
Evetts  called  three  or  four  times  a  day  during  the  first 
three  days  of  the  election.  He  asked  me  for  my  vote,  and 
I  again  said  I  should  vote  by  ballot.  He  stated  that  he 
should  bring  Mr.  Long,  my  employer,  down,  and  Mr. 
Parker,  the  barrister.  I  have  kept  the  hounds  for  him. 
Mr.  Evetts  said  my  house  stood  in  a  ^ood  position  for  a 
milk- walk,  and  he  should  open  a  shop  if  be  was  me.  He 
would  supply  milk  at  lO^d.  a  gallon.  Mr.  Evetts  has 
never  spoken  to  me  about  miik  on  any  other  occasion. 

By  Mr.  Cave — I  was  engaged  by  Mr.  Webb  as  a  mes- 
senger on  the  polling  day.  I  received  7s.  6d.  I  went  to 
the  Station  to  meet  a  man  who  was  coming  from  London. 
I  took  two  ftr  three  meesages  for  Mr.  Webb,  who  told  nn» 
to  go  about  the  neighbourhood  and  make  myself  busy.  I 
walked  about  aud  came  back  aeaiu.    (A  laugh.) 

John  Samuel  Cox,  cabman,  24,  Albert  Street,  Speedwell 
Street,  said,— I  was  employed  on  the  polling  day  in  May 
by  the  Conservatives  to  fetch  up  voters.  Mrs.  Taylor, 
my  employer,  who  lets  out  vehicles,  took  the  order,  and 
paid  me  58.  for  the  day.  That  was  all  the  money  I  received. 

John  Couling,  19,  Blackfriars*  Boad,  fish  and  fruit 
dealer,  said.-r-I  was  employed  by  Mr.  Gynes  at  the  May 
election  as  bill-poster  and  messenger.  1  received  3?.  48., 
and  41,  5s.  for  the  April  election. 

Henry  Steventon,  Blackfriars'  Koad,  said, — I  was  em- 
ployed as  bill-poster  and  messenger  in  May.  I  received 
5s.  a  day.  I  sent  in  a  bill  for  7s.  for  paste.  I  don't  re- 
member having  any  money  beside  what  I  earned  and 
this  58. 

Mrs.  Harriet  Bidmead,  Nelson  Street,  Jericho,  wife  of 
Geo.  Bidmead,  said, — Geo.  Higgs  canvassed  me  for  my 
husband's  vote.  I  told  him  my  husband  would  not  turn, 
and  he  said  he  would  give  me  a  fiver  if  I  could  get  my 
husband  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  He  said  he  would  have  20^ 
or  30^.  on  the  day  of  the  election,  and  I  replied  that  I  did 
BOt  believe  him. 

Charles  Cndd,  90,  Backfriars'  Road,  said, — I  was  em- 
ployed  at  the  May  election  as  a  mepsenger.  I  received 
888.  I  live  with  my  father,  who  is  a  voter.  I  was  to  be 
paid  48.  a  day.  I  did  bill  posting  and  took  messages. 
Sometimes  I  was  out  half-a-dozen  times  in  the  day  and 
sometimes  not  more  than  twice. 

By  Mr.  Cave— T  am  a  bricklayer,  for  which  I  receive 
3id.  an  hour. 

Mr.  John  Furby,  tailor,  14  Friars'  Wharf,  said — I  was 
engsged  in  fetchiug  up  voters  on  the  pol]ing'>asy.  I  was  to 
be  a  volunteer. 
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Mr.  Ridley — How  was  it  then  you  were  paid  ? 

Witness— It  was  given  to  us  afterwards.  Mr.^  Gynes 
gave  a  sovereign.  I  fancied  I  should  have  something,  but 
I  voted. 

Daniel  Higgins,  slater  and  plasterer,  33,  Penson's  G-ar- 
dens,  said — I  wa^  engaged  in  the  t lection  in  May,  by  Mr, 
Webb,  the  Liberal  Secretary.  I  was  a  watcher  or  de- 
tective. I  was  to  find  out  any  bribery  that  was  going  on 
by  the  Conservatives.  I  only  found  out  about  money  that 
was  given  me.  I  rtceived  5s.  and  a  sovereign  from  Gynes. 
It  was  at  Mr.  Talbot's  that  he  gave  me  the  5d.  He 
spoke  to  me  about  voting  for  Mr.  Hall.  I  believe  he  said 
if  I  gave  him  a  vote  I  could  have  a  fiver.  He  gave  me  58. 
on  account  of  the  5^.,  and  paid  for  a  glass  of  wine.  On 
the  Tuesday  before  the  election  he  gave  me  a  sovereign. 
A  few  days  after  the  election  I  met  Gyne?,  and  he  said 
**  I  will  see  you  about  that."  I  went  lo  many  houses  in 
the  city,  but  I  did  not  find  out  anything  else.  I  received 
21.  78.  6d.  from  Mr.  Webb.  I  f-imply  walked  about  in 
different  parU  of  the  city.  I  did  not  ask  Gynes  to  be 
taken  on.  I  borrowed  some  money  off  Gynes  a  twelve- 
month last  September.     That  was  repaid,  with  intereat. 

By  Mr.  Cave— 1  put  the  1^  5.'.  into  my  pocket,  and 
spent  it  in  the  usual  way. 

Christopher  Gardener,  formerly  a  warder  at  the  County 
Prison,  living  at  80  Blackfriars'  Boad,  said — I  was  employed 
as  a  messenger  at  the  May  ehction,  and  received  21.  5s.  I 
had  plenty  of  walking  about,  and  I  think  I  did  sufficient 
work  for  the  money.  At  the  April  election  I  had  3^.  10s. 
for  the  same  kind  of  work. 

Mr.  Geo.  West,  landlord  of  the  Horse  and  Groom,  St. 
Ebbe's,  said — I  know  WiUiam  Henry  Gray.  I  gave  him  a 
sovereign.  We  were  talking:  about  the  election  sometime 
before  the  polling  day,  and  I  said  if  Squire  Hall  got  in 
I  would  give  him  1^.  He  afterwards  called  on  me  and  I 
gave  him  the  money.  I  did  not  ask  him  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall. 

Mr.  Cave— Did  you  give  any  other  persons  money  at  the 
election  ? 

Mr.  West — Yes,  several.  After  seeing  the  cartoon  of 
Mr.  Hall,  whipf!»ing  a  soldier,  I  did  everything  in  my 
power  to  secure  his'return.  I  backed  Mr.  Hall  in  April, 
and  I  lost  a  smart  bit  of  money.  I  was  told  they  had  a 
dinner  with  the  money  at  the  Blenheim,  and  several 
councillors  were  present.  I  gave  a  man  named  Speakes 
12i.  6d.  I  bought  a  coat  for  a  man  named  Launchbury, 
and  it  cost  me  158.  Smith,  of  Hincksey,  half-a-sovereign, 
and  a  baker  I  don't  know  5.«.  I  received  5^  from  a 
stranger,  who  I  was  told  was  named  Matthews.  He  said 
he  was  told  I  was  taking  an  active  part  in  the  election, 
and  I  CDuld  have  more  if  I  required  it.  I  spent  the  51,, 
and  some  51,  or  &.  with  it.  We  had  a  bit  of  fish  and  a 
beefsteak  on  the  Monday  after  the  election,  and  talked 
tht5  matter  over  with  men  who  had  been  busy  for  the 
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Squire.  One  dinner  was  at  Old  Hinoksey,  at  Simmonda', 
the*' General  Elliot^."  He  hod  nothing  to  do  with  the 
election.  We  had  also  some  bread  and  cheese  and  beer  ia 
my  garden.  There  were  about  ten  people  who  had  dinner 
at  Hincksey,  and  in  my  garden  we  had  a  few  at  a  time 
—about  7  or  8.  That  which  took  place  in  my  garden  wag 
on  the  Sunday  ni^ht  before  the  election. 

Mr.  Cave  directed  the  witriess  to  furnish  a  list  of  th? 
persons  to  whom  he  had  given  money. 

Mr.  Henry  Guiae,  builder,  1, Orchard  Street,  Raid— I  w&i 
a  volunteer  at  the  May  election.  On  the  polling  da^r  I 
assisted  to  get  people  to  vote.  I  cinvassei  a  little  with 
Mr.  Howe,  the  schoolmaster  of  St.  Ebbe's.  I  did  not 
recnivQ  or  pay  any  money. 

Mr.  William  Samuel  Powell,  landlord  of  the  Bell  Ino, 
Cornmarket-street,  said — I  received  money  for  work  done 
at  the  election.  I  was  paid  at  the  rate  of  10 j.  a  dny. 
I  don't  know  when  I  commenced  to  woik.  I  did  not 
keep  any  dates.  I  have  sent  in  bills  for  refreshments 
supplied,  one  61.  19s.  4d.,  aad  another  21.  4s.  That  was 
for  beer  and  sandwiches  supplied  to  the  St.  Ebbe^s  Com- 
mittee room.  Mr.  Gynes  asked  me  to  supply  the  refresh- 
ments.   • 

By  Mr.  Cave— I  am  not  aware  o!  receiving  32.  I  don't 
know  whose  writing  "  Powell  'SI,**  is  in. 

Joseph  Nash,  Blackfriars^road,  said  I  was  canvassed  by 
Mr.  Evetts  for  my  vote.  I  refused  point  blank.  He  did 
not  ask  me  twice,  but  went  strai^^ht  away. 

Henry  Ward,  7,  Littlegate,  said^I  am  a  butcher.  My 
rooms  were  hired  for  the  Committee.  I  carried  on  my 
business  in  the  passage.  I  was  paid  20Z.  for  my  rooms. 
I  lost  a  few  customers  through  it.  My  takings  were 
slightly  less.  I  was  paid  the  same  amount  in  April.  I 
should  think  the  rooms  were  in  use  for  a  month.  In  the 
May  election  I  was  paid  at  the  rate  of  21,  a  day.  I  did 
not  consider  it  a  large  sum.  I  lost  a  lot  of  money  over  the 
first  election,  and  I  thought  I  would  make  up  for  it  in  the 
second.  (A  laugh).  Mr.  Ward,  the  clerk  to  Mr.  Evett?, 
paid  me.  That  was  the  only  money  I  received.  A  great 
.aaany  of  the  Liberals  irould  not  have  Conservative  meat. 
(Laughter).  I  paid  James  Deacon  some  money  on  the  8th 
of  May,  and  several  times  previously.  He  has  done  work 
for  rae  as  a  carpenter.  1  saw  him  on  the  morning  of  the 
polling  day,  and  we  had  a  conversation  with  regard  to  the 
election.  I  gave  him  21.  He  said  he  would  make  it 
square  for  the  vote  for  Mr.  HalL  I  gave  him  the  money 
for  his  vote.  He  said  the  Liberals  had  promised  him  ia 
the  April  election,  but  he  had  not  got  the  money.  This 
was  my  own  money. 

Henry  Surrage,  ash  collector,  said— I  live  in  Van 
Deaman's  Land,  Blackfriars'  Road.  ^  I  was  employed  by 
the  Liberals  as  a  messenger  and  received  il,  5j.  In  May 
I  was  employed  by  the  Conservatives  by  Mr.  Evetts.    1 
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received  3^.  and  nothing  in  addition.  Mr.  Wheeler  gave 
xne  half-a- crown  on  the  election  morning.  I  have  b«en  a 
voter  all  my  life.  (Laughter.)  I  borrowed  a  sovereign  of 
Mr.  Wheeler  to  buy  something  sometime  ago.  I  am  not 
sure  whether  it  was  the  latter  part  of  April.  My  wife  was 
net  employed  during  the  election. 

By  Mr.  Gave— I  was  living  in  Union  Street  at  the  time 
of  the  election,  and  I  went  from  there  t j  Van  Deaman's 
Land.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Cave— Are  you  a  Conservative  or  a  Liberal  ? 

Witness — ^Well,  I  can't  answer  that.    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Cave— Its  a  very  difficult  question  is  it  ?  Do  your 
politics  happen  to  change  according  to  the  side  you  aie  on  ? 

Witness — I  works  for  eitlier  party  I  can  get  on. 

Greorge  Surrage,  1,  Trioity  Street,  said — Mr.  Evetta 
asked  me  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall  and  I  said  I  would.  Nothing 
was  said  about  money.  My  wife  received  41,  for  making 
losettes.     She  purchased  the  material. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Jackson,  commission  agent,  Albert 
Street,  Speedwell  Street,  said— I  was  engaged  to  take 
charge  of  the  Committee  room  in  St.  Aldate's.  I  was 
paid  10b,  a  day.  I  was  there  to'answer  any  question  that 
might  be  put.  I  received  61.  lOa.  in  all.  I  never  received 
any  money  from  Mr.  Cynes.  I  voted.  1  did  not  know 
at  the  time  it  was  wrong  to  do  so  after  being  paid. 

by  Mr.  Gave — It  was  51,  that  I  received  and  not  51.  lOi. 

Daniel  Carr,  cabinet  maker,  St.  Peter-le-Bailey,  said— I 
know  Greorge  Dunning.  I  don't  remember  seeing  him  the 
day  after  the  election.  If  hb  has  said  so  he  has  made  a 
mistake.  I  did  not  tell  him  I  had  done  very  well  over  the 
election.  I  have  not  done  pretty  well  during  the  election. 
I  was  employed  at  the  Roebuck  by  the  Conservatives  as  a 
messenger.  I  was  on  seven  days,  and  received  11,  15d. 
There  might  have  been  twenty  or  thirty  messengers  at 
the  Roebuck.  I  recorded  my  vote,  but  no  one  asked  me 
to  do  so  in  a  particular  way. 

Mr.  John  Akerman,  Commercial  Road,  said— I  ^as 
employed  in  the  May  election.as  check  clerk  on  the  polling 
day.  I  received  11.,  which  was  left  at  my  house  by  Mr. 
Gynes  the  week  followinGr  the  election.  That  is  all  the 
money  I  received.  Mr.  Evetts  did  not  pay  me  anything. 
I  was  not  on  as  a  messenger. 

Samuel  Spring,  shopman  at  Mr.  Tester's,  fishmonger, 
said — I  was  employed  as  a  messenger  in  April.  I  received 
21. 12s.  At  the  second  election  I  received  21,  5s.  15s.  was 
given  me  by  Mr.  Evetts.  My  chief  work  was  going  from 
chimney  to  chimney  patting  up  flags. 

Thomas  Hunt,  dealer,  said— I  am  not  a  voter.  I  was 
employed  aft  a  messenger  in  May  by  Mr.  6yne»,  and 
veoeivefl  22. 

Wm.  Sadler,  Albert  Street,  Mill  Street,  Osney,  said,^ 
I  lived  in  Fiiara  Street  at  the  May  election.  I  did  not 
receive  or  pay  any  money.    My  room  was  not  used  for  the 


310 


purpose  of  the  election.  Bills  were  put  up  at  the  firat 
electioD,  but  not  at  the  second.  Mr.  Ridley,  of  St. 
Aldate's,  made  me  a  present  of  10s.  for  uy  work  in  ApriL 

William  Howe  said — I  am  a  schoolmaster.  I  canvassed 
in  the  May  election,  and  received  3^.  from  Mr.  Evetts.  I 
did  not  ask  for  it,  and  I  did  not  expect  it.  I  canvassed 
with  Mr.  Wheeler  and  Mr.  Guise.  I  had  the  same  amount 
after  the  Apiil  election.  This  was  also  paid  by  Mr.  Evetts. 
My  school  is  in  Bridge  Street,  St.  Ebbe's.  Mr.  Hall  sub- 
scribes  to  the  school.  I  wrote  to  him,  and  he  said  he 
would  ask  Mr.  Evetts  to  pay  the  usual  subscriptiou.  I 
received  a  5^.  note  from  Mr.  Evetts,  and  I  paid  21,  to  the 
managers,  &nd  I  understood  3Z.  was  for  myself.  I  did  not 
give  any  receipt. 

Samuel  Timms,  tailor,  26,  Bridport  btreet,  said — I  was 
employed  in  the  May  election  a^  a  nii;ht  watcher.  I 
received  5s.  a  night.  I  alsj  acted  as  a  fetcher-up  on  the 
polli&g  day,  and  I  received  1^.  for  that.  The  watching 
was  to  see  the  flags  were  not  pulled  down,  and  what  the 
Birmingham  men  were  doing.  I  did  not  see  any  flags 
destroyed,  or  any  Birmingham  men  about.  I  was  paid 
for  walking  about  the  streets.  My  two  sons  were  engaged. 
I  refreshed  myself  now  and  then  with  a  glass  of  something. 
I  was  employed  in  April  on  the  polling  day,  and  received 
a  Boveieign.     Neither  of  my  s«>ns  are  voters. 

Samuel  Timms,  son  of  the  last  witness,  said— I  was 
taken  on  as  messenger  by  Mr.  Gynes.  I  received  4s.  a 
day — 21, 1«».  altogether.     My  brother  was  a  watcher. 

William  Higgins  said  —I  am  a  painter.  I  was  a  watch- 
man during  thn  May  election.  I  walked  about  at  night 
to  protect  the  flags.  I  did  not  see  any  one  pulling  them 
down.  I  received  30a.  I  was  walking  about  from  8  to  12 
o'clock. 

George  Teddar,  soda  water  manufacturer.  Nelson  Street, 
Blackfriars  Road,  said— I  received  4^.  for  night  watching, 
morning  watching,  and  for  acting  as  a  messenger.  I 
received  15s.  at  the  April  election. 

George  Bowles,  faggot  maker,  19,  Bale  Street,  St. 
Ebbe's,  said — I  was  employed  as  a  messenger  in  May.  I 
received  30s.  Wlien  there  were  no  messages  to  be  sent  I 
walked  about. 

Frank  Owen  said — I  was  ensployed  as  a  messenger,  and 
received  21,  59.^  I  also  received  1^.  for  night  work.  I 
found  out  nothing.  (Laughter.)  My  wife  made  some 
rosettes,  but  I  dou't  know  what  she  was  paid.  I  was  on 
for  two  days  in  April,  and  was  paid  10s.  I  am  a  voter. 
Nothing  was  said  about  my  vote  when  I  was  taken  on. 

Mr.  Edward  Carr,  19,  Dale  Street,  painter,  •aid — I  was 
a  clerk  at  the  Littlegate  room  in  May.  I  had  been'  em- 
ployed in  April,  and  perhaps  I  received  XOl.  or  121,  I 
was  empl'»yed  &ve  weeks  at  the  late  Section.  I  received 
152.  lOs.  I  also  acted  as  personation  agent  I  saw  Wm. 
Coaling  several  times  daring  the  second  election.    I  did 
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not  pay  him  Ws,  for  his  vote  or  promise  him  anything. 
In  a  jocular  manner  I  said  to  Charles  Godfrey,  **  Yon 
might  as  well  have  a  pig  as  any  one  else."  I  bad  not 
heard  of  any  one  having  a  pig  for  his  vote.  He  is  a  pork 
butcher.  I  did  not  ask  Edwin  Ernest  Bose  for  his  vote. 
In  the  May  election  he  was  employed  at  the  Committee 
room.  I  might  have  recommended  him  for  employment 
to  Gynes.  I  don't  know  of  his  having  beer.  The  amount 
of  my  bill  for  refreshments  is  31.,  but  it  has  not  been  paid. 
I  provided  a  breakfast.  There  might  have  been  70  or  80 
messengers  at  our  Committee  room.  Willonghby  sent  in 
a  bill  for  Ss.  l}d.  for  beer  for  the  messengers.  I  did  not 
take  any  receipts  for  the  messengers.  Simmons  sent  his 
refreshments  to  the  littlegate  Committee  room.  Employ- 
ment was  found  for  all  the  messengers,  but  it  gave  us 
some  trouble.  (A  laugh.)  I  watched  at  night,  and  I 
believe  I  caught  Mr.  Charles  Moore,  of  Blackfriars  Boad, 
in  an  act  of  bribery.  He  gave  William  Couling  half  a 
crown  to  vote  for  Sir  William  Harcourt.  He  asked  me  to 
treat  him,  and  I  refused,  and  recommended  him  to  his 
friend  Mr.  Moore.  About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards 
he  showed  the  half  crown.  I  lent  him  Is.  on  the  half 
crown  until  the  next  morning,  and  that  was  in  order  to 
have  it  as  evidence. 

G«orge  Mills,  plumber  and  glazier,  said,  —  I  was 
employed  as  a  messenger  for  the  Conservatives  in  May.  I 
received  22s.  I  was  on  in  April,  but  I  can*t  say  how  much 
I  was  paid. 

Charles  Linnell  said,— I  kept  the  "Waterman's  Arms" 
at  the  time  of  the  May  election.  I  am  now  a  traveller 
for  the  Singer  Machine  Company.  I  was  a  canvasser  in 
the  South  Ward.  I  claimed  10^.  at  each  election^  and  the 
bill  was  sent  to  Mr.  Walsh.  No  treating  was  going  on  at 
my  house  during  the  election.  I  put  Dunaby  on  a  pound 
to  nothing  if  Mr.  Hall  got  in,  and  I  asked  Gynes  to  make 
it  good  if  Mr.  Hall  got  in,  and  he  said,  **  Put  him  on  21,, 
and  make  sure  of  him."  Dunaby  has  not  been  paid.  1 
did  not  offer  Frederick  Ledwell  any  money.  I  canvassed, 
and  sent  the  returns  to  Mr.  Compton.  My  claim  has  not 
been  settled.  I  have  paid  no  money  away  in  bribing. 
Plenty  of  persons  tempted  me  to  bribe,  and  I  refused  to 
do  so.  I  applied  to  Mr.  Walsh  after  the  election  for 
money.  I  received  9^.  on  the  first  election.  Mr.  Walsh 
made  no  reply  to  my  claim,  and  he  said  he  could  not  pay 
me  until  after  the  petition,  and  then,  when  the  petition 
was  over,  that  he  could  not  pay  until  after  the  Com- 
mission. (Laughter.)  I  had  no  authority  to  bribe  persons, 
but  to  a  certain  extent  the  bet  with  Dunaby  of  22.  to 
nothing  was  bribery.  Dunsby  and  Daniel  Higgins  both 
tried  me  to  bribe  them,  but  I  did  not  fall  into  the  trap. 
I  did  not  ask  Ledwell  on  the  3rd  of  May  if  he  would  go 
on  for  Mr.  Hall  at  8s.  a  day,  and  on  his  refusal  increase 
the  offer  to  10s. 
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Ledwell  was  called,  and  said, — On  the  3rd  of  M'ay^ 
Llnnell  came  to  my  house  with  William  Ward,  a  college 
servant,  and  said  he  would  give  me  8s.  a  day  if  I  woold 
work  for  Mr.  Hall,  and  he  increased  the  offer  to  lOs.,  but 
I  still  refused.    I  went  on  for  the  Liberals,  and  had  30s. 

Linnell  was  repealled,  and  asserted  that  what  JLiedwell 
had  said  about  Ss.  or  10s.  was  false.  He  had  offered  to 
sell  a  dog,  and  if  he  oould  get  U,  for  it  he  would  vote 
accordingly,  whether  Liberal  or  Conservative. 

William  Ward  was  examined,  and  said, — I  remember 
going  to  Ledweirs  house  with  Linnell  on  the  3rd  of  May, 
and  they  talked  about  money  matters.  I  heard  the  con- 
versation about  5^  for  the  dog,  and  Ledwell  said  he  would 
vote  for  the  Squire  if  Linnell  would  buy  it.  I  did  not 
hear  Linnell  offer  Ss.  a  day  to  Ledwell  if  he  would  work 
for  Mr.  Hall.  I  must  have  heard  it  if  anything  of  the 
kind  had  been  said. 

By  Mr.  Gave^They  conversed  about  what  the  Liberals 
were  payiog,  and  I  think  7s.  6d.  was  mentioned.  That 
referred  to  the  April  election,  and  Lsdwell  said  he  would 
not  go  on  for  less  than  7s.  6d.  I  think  Linnell  said  that 
our  canvassers  would  get  68.  a  day.  I  will  swear  Ss.  was 
not  said,  or  10s.  I  could  partly  hear  what  passed.  I  will 
take  my  oath  that  Ss.  wa^  not  mentioned  by  LinnelL  I 
received  XL  I69.  for  the  election. 

Linnell  said  he  thought  if  William  Bdney  of  Friar- 
street  was  called,  he  thought  he  could  prove  that  Ledwell 
had  said  that  he  only  brought  the  charge  in  order  that  he 
might  get  something  out  of  it,  as  there  was  a  reward 
of  201,  offered  for  the  detection  of  bribery  during  the 
election. 

Ledwell  said  that  not  a  word  of  truth  bad  been  uttered, 
and  at  the  time  spoken  of  the  dog  was  drowned. 


THIRTY-FIRST  DAY.— Wednesday, 
December  29. 

Gteorge  Higgs,  re-ca!led,  said  —  I  did  not  receive  any 
money  for  the  purpose  of  the  election,  nor  did  I  have  any 
**  fivers"  to  give  away  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Cave— Let  me  caution  you  not  to  go  about  bragging 
about  "fivers*'  again,  or  you  may  get  yourself  into  very 
serious  trouble. 

The  Witnesf— Thank  you,  Sir. 

Bichard  Dossett,  of  Abingdon  Road,  said— I  was  not 
employed  at  the  first  election,  but  I  was  at  the  second  by 
Mr.  Seary,  and  was  at  the  New  Hincksey  Gonunittee  room, 
but  I  received  nothing  for  it.  I  was  there  only  two  or 
three  dByn,  and  Mr.  Jakeman  took  my  place.    I  said  if 
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they  chose  to  make  my  little  boy  a  present  I  shonld  be 
satisfied,  but  no  present  has  been  made.  A  few  colonra 
were  sent  to  me,  and  I  gave  them  away. 

Inward  Jakeman,  South  Hincksey,  painter,  laid, — After 
I  took  Dos8ett*B  place  I  continued  to  work  during  the  first 
election,  and  received  2^.  5s.  from  Mr.  Turner.  At  the 
second  election  I  was  asked  to  have  the  Committee  room  at 
my  house,  and  I  sent  in  a  bill  for  21.  for  it.  I  worked 
under  Colonel  Hall  canvassing  and  doing  other  things,  for 
which  I  received  11,  from  Mr.  Barney  and  32.  lOs.  from 
Mr.  Turner.  I  have  claimed  a  further  sum  of  SI,  10s.  I 
gave  no  receipt  for  the  1^  and  the  3^.  lOs.  There  were 
two  clerks  at  the  Committee  room  and  five  messengers  and 
bill  posters.     Some  of  them  were  old  soldiers. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — Dossett  ia  my  landlord.  By  the  bill 
produced  I  appear  to  have  given  credit  for  il.  14s.,  bat  I 
must  have  made  a  mistake.  I  charged  4^  10a.  for  my 
labour,  besides  21,  for  the  Committee  room.  My  labour 
consisted  in  attending  to  the  Committee  room. 

Thomas  Soundy,  clothes  cleaner,  Hincksey.  said, — I  was 
not  employed  as  messenger,  but  my  son  was. 

Mr.  Jakeman  said  the  witness  was  not  employed. 

Thomas  Speaks, of  Hincksey,atoker  at  the  Water  Works, 
ssid— I  was  not  employed  at  the  second  elect  on.  Mr. 
Wark  never  asked  me  for  my  vote.  X  never  receiyed  or 
paid  any  money. 

Samuel  Wilkins,  labourer,  New  Hincksey,  said — I  was 
employed  one  day  at  the  first  election  as  messenger  and  to 
open  cab  doors  on  the  polling  day,  and  had  os.,  and  I  voted. 
At  the  second  election  I  was  similarly  employed,  and  re- 
ceived 10a.,  from  either  Mr.  Churms  or  Mr.  Compton.  It 
is  not  true  that  I  received  11.  16?. 

By  Mr.  Catre— I  think  Mr.  Simms  employed  me.  I  and 
others  were  paid  at  the  Dolphin,  and  I  signed  a  paper  for 
the  money,  which  either  Mr.  Churms  or  Mr.  Compton  had. 

John  Oliver,  boat  builder,  of  Hincksey,  said. — I  received 
no  money  at  the  second  election.  I  know  Compton  and 
Wark,  but  neither  of  them  canvassed  me  for  my  vote. 

William  Collier,  a  boy  14  years  of  age,  said, — My  father 
lives  in  Lake  Street,  Hincksey,  and  at  the  second  election 
I  was  employed  as  messenger  by  Mr.  Jakeman.  I  did  bill- 
posting  and  hoisted  flags,  and  had  21,  6b.  altogether.  Mr. 
Barney  paid  me  15s.,  and  Mr.  Churms  30s.  I  gave  a 
receipt  for  the  ISs.  only.  CoL  Hall  came  for  my  father's 
Tote,  and' said,  **  How  is  it  your  boy  is  not  at  work,"  and 
my  father  said  he  was  not  going  to  let  me  run  about  for 
nothing.  The  next  morning  I  was  fetched  by  Mr.  Jake- 
man. I  had  some  sandwiches  at  DoUey's.  When  I  am 
at  home  I  work  with  my  father  at  oar  and  scull  making. 

Jonas  Walter,  New  Hincksey,  carpenter,  said, — I  was 
employed  by  Col.  Hall  as  a  canvasser.    I  received  308. 
and  used  to  work  every  night.  11 ,  was  for  the  May  election 
and  10b.  for  April     I  had  12a.  Od.from  Mr.  Gee  for  the 

E  e 


314 

first  election .  I  was  paid  the  SOa.  by  Mr.  Charms.  It  Is 
not  true  that  I  received  5^.  lOs.  There  is  no  pretence  for 
saying  that  I  was  bribed  to  that  amount.  I  voted.  I 
don't  think  I  had  any  refreshments  during  the  election. 

Edward  Gibbs,  labourer,  of  Hincksey,  said— I  was  em- 
ployed on  the  polling  day  in  fetching  up.  Mr.  Sim,  bar- 
rister, engaged  me.  I  was  paid  1(^.  by  Mr.  Ohurms  or 
Mr.  Gompton  at  the  Dolphin,  and  I  had  a  very  good 
breakfast  at  Jacks'  Oommittee-room.  There  might  have 
been  20  at  the  breakfast  whilst  I  was  there.  I  was  not 
bribed  by  Mr.  Compton  or  Mr.  Wark.  When  I  was  em- 
ployed no  mention  was  made  of  my  vote.  I  received  5s. 
lor  the  April  election.  I  looked  after  some  of  the  flags, 
for  Hincksey  was  a  very  fiery  place  daring  the  election.  I 
did  not  expect  the  lOd.,  and  when  I  was  paid  I  was  told 
that  if  there  was  anything  more  I  should  get  it  after  mat- 
ters were  settled  up.  I  did  not  make  any  claim,  but  I 
certainly  did  more  in  May  than  in  April. 

By  Mir.  Bidley—My  son  was  ahu  employed,  and  he 
received  lOs. 

Samuel  Buckett,  waterman,  Hincksey,  said, — I  was  not 
employed  in  any  way  at  the  last  election.    I  was  not  can- 
vassed by  Mr.  Wark  or  Mr.  Compton,  and  not  bribed  by 
them.    I  did  not  receive  or  pay  away  any  money  over 
the  election. 

Charles  Linnell,  re-called,  said  that  £dney,  whom  I 
spoke  of  yesterday,  is  present.     I  heard  Ward  say  that  I 
Old  not  mention  tne  sum  of  83.  to  anyone,  and  I  did  not 
do  so. 

William  Edney,  77,  FriArd'  Street,  faggot-maker,  said, — 
I  saw  Led  well  in  St.  Aldate's.  Whilst  I  was  speaking  to 
him  a  young  gentleman  came  up  and  put  a  paper  and  a 
shilling  into  his  hand.  He  took  me  over  to  the  Whoat- 
aheaf  and  spent  the  shilling.  Sometime  previously  he 
said  Linnell  had  offered  him  money.  On  this  occasion  I 
enquired  if  it  was  true,  and  he  replied,  **  No,  I  only  did  it 
to  get  monev,  I  know  what  I  am  about."  I  was  employed 
at  the  April  election  by  Mr.  Tompkins,  in  St.  Aldate'e, 
on  the  polling  day.    I  was  paid  5s.  by  Mr.  Compton. 

George  Gioson,  Lake  Street.  New  Hincksey,  dealer, 
said, — I  was  employed  in  the  Miay  election  by  Mr.  HaUi- 
welll  I  was  a  messenger  at  the  Roebuck  for  nine  days 
and  received  21.  15s.,  including  half  a  sovereign  extra  for 
night  work.  It  is  not  true  that  I  was  bribed  by  Mr. 
Compton  or  Mr.  Wark.  My  father  is  at  Stratford-on- 
Avon,  and  I  have  not  seen  him  for  aometime.  I  am  not  a 
'voter.  There  were  something  over  twenty  voters  at  the 
Boebuck.  I  signed  a  book  for  the  2/.  58.,  and  I  forget 
whether  I  signed  for  the  other  10s.  or  not. 

John  Hutt,  of  Cold  Harbour,  farmer,  said, — ^I  am  a  left 
off  farmer,  t  can't  say  I  am  a  retired  ene.  I  took  an 
interest  in  the  second  election.  I  was  Chairman  of  the 
first  Committee  meetingthat  was  held,  but  not  afterwards. 
It  is  not  true  that  I  was  bribed  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall  by 
Mr.  Evans  because  I  have  no  vote.    (Laughter.) 
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By  Mr.  Bidley — I  do  not  know  another  John  Hutt  I 
have  never  done  anything  for  the  Local  Board.  I  believe 
there  was  some  drinking  goiug  on  at  Crippa's.  It  was 
taken  into  the  Committee  room  and  I  paid  for  it.  I  don't 
think  too  much  was  drunk  there.  Some  of  the  people 
were  rather  elevated  before  they  came  in.  I  did  not  treat 
any  that  were  tipsy.  I  thought  it  was  lawful  to  have  the 
drink  in  the  Committee  room.  I  believe  Beuben  Smith 
had  enough  and  I  broke  up  the  Committee  meeting.  I 
think  I  paid  1^  4s.  altogether  at  the  two  Committee 
meetings. 

William  Budd,  New  Hinckcey,  said, — I  was  engaged  by 
Col.  Hall  to  cauvasB  with  him.  I  received  30?.  No 
arrangement  was  made  beforehand  as  to  what  I  was  to 
receive.  I  only  went  round  in  the  evening.  I  am  a  voter. 
I  did  not  have  breakfast  on  the  polling  day.  Mr.  Hall 
asked  me  to  vote  for  him,  but  nothing:  was  said  at  the  time 
about  my  being  employed.  It  is  Uhe  to  say  I  was  bribed 
by  Mr.  Wark,  Mr.  Compton,  or  anyone  else. 

By  Mr.  Cave — I  don't  know  how  the  30s.  was  calculated. 
I  did  not  ask  for  it. 

William  Salter,  boat  builder,  of  Hincksey,  said, — I  was 
employed  on  the  polling  day  fetching  up  voters.  I  received 
1^.  Is.,  and  was  paid  by  Mr.  Churmn  at  the  Dolphin.  I 
was  pretty  well  satisBed  with  the  gninea.  I  began  work 
as  a  volunteer,  but  I  expected  to  get  something.  I  was 
employed  in  April  and  received  12^.  6d.  It  is  untrue  that 
I  was  bribed  by  Mr.  Compton  or  Mr.  Wark,  and  the  pay- 
ments I  received  bad  nothing  to  do  with  my  voting. 

By  Mr.  Cave — I  had  breakfast  on  the  polling-day.    I 

?;ot  7s.  6d.  a  day  for  my  ordinary  work.      I  volunteered 
or  work  as  I  was  a  member  of  the  Association. 

John  Mallett,  marine  store  dealer,  Hinckoey,  said, — I 
was  engaged  by  Colonel  Hall  an  a  messenger  on  the  poll- 
ing-day. I  received  7s.  6d.  I  bad  breakfast  at  the  St. 
Aldate's  Committee  room.  I  was  canvassed  in  April,  but 
I  did  not  make  any  promise,  and  in  May  Mr.  Hall  called 
on  me.  Nothing  was  said  then  about  employment. 
Neither  Mr.  Wark  or  Mr.  Compton  or  anyone  else  bribed 
me  by  promising  me  employment.  My  son  also  acted  as 
a  messenger.  He  was  offered  7".  6d.  but  he  would  not 
accept  it.  He  wanted  10s.,  but  I  don't  know  whether  he 
got  it.    I  should  think  between  40  and  60  had  breakfast. 

John  Smith,  stone  sawyer,  said, — I  was  engaged  by  Mr. 
Barrett,  as  a  messenger  and  bill  poster.  I  was  at  work 
10  days,  and  I  had  21,  12s.  6d.  I  gave  a  receipt  for  the 
money,  I  was  given  half-a-sovereign  on  the  Monday  or 
Tuesday  after  the  election,  by  a  man  whom  I  did  not 
know.  I  was  walking  along  and  the  man  came  to  me  and 
said,  "  Here'H  half-a-sovereign."  I  took  it  and  put  it  in  my 
pocket.  (A  laugh.)  I  should  not  know  the  man  again. 
Mr.  Barrett  asked  me  to  vote  for  Sir  William  Harcoutt, 
and  I  did  so,  and  don't  care  who  knows  it.     Mr.  West 
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said  he  would  give  me  10b.  if  Mr.  Hall  got  in,  bnt  he  did 
not  give  it  me.  I  never  asked  Mr.  West  for  the  money. 
In  April  I  was  employed  by  Mr.  Barrett  for  10  dayg,  and 
received  the  same  amount.  There  is  no  truth  in  the 
■  tatement  that  I  was  bribed  by  Mr.  Wark  by  the  promise 
of  employment. 

Mr.  Geo.  West  recalled,  said, — I  promised  the  Inst 
witness  10a,  if  Mr.  Hall  got  in,  just  previous  to  the 
election.  I  gave  it  to  a  young  man  to  band  to  bim.  I  saw 
him  give  it  bim.  I  have  made  out  a  list  of  the  persons  to 
whom  I  gave  money,  in  addition  to  those  I  mentioned  ye*!- 
terday.  I  gave  Soundry  10s.  I  think  he  is  the  son  of  the 
person  who  was  examined  to-day.  Altogether  I  gave  away 
32.  5s.,  and  the  rest  was  spent  in  beer  and  refreshments. 
The  beef  steuk  businesia  at  Uincksey  co!<t  11, 

Mr.  Gave — Then  you  spent  between  01,  and  71.  in  bread 
and  cheese  and  beer. 

Mr.  West— I  only  had  .5?. 

Mr.  Cave  -But  you  spent  between  61,  and  71.  of  yonr 
own  money. 

By  Mr.  Cave — I  went  to  different  parts  of  the  town  and 
stood  some  pots  of  beer.  At  the  Nag'n  Head,  Seven  Stars, 
Albion,  and  Black  Drummer.  I  did  not  keep  any  account 
of  the  beer  consumed  in  my  garden. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— I  did  not  ask  the  men  to  vote  for  Mr. 
Hall,  but  I  told  them  that  if  he. won  they  should  have  half- 
a-sovereign.  I  might  have  given  a  few  shillings  to  a  few 
others,  but  I  can't  remember  their  names. 

Mr.  William  Jos.  Florey,  assistant  schoolmaster  of 
Hincksey,  said, — I  am  not  a  voter.  I  was  employed  as  a 
derk  on  tne  polling  day.  Barney  said  I  should  have  hidf- 
a-sovereign  or  more.  I  only  received  half-a-sovi-reign.  I 
saw  it  stated  in  the  paper  that  I  had  359.,  bnt  it  is  not 
true. 

Joshua  Collings,  plate  layer  on  the  Great  Western  Rail' 
way,  of  Hincksey,  said, — I  was  engaged  on  the  polling 
day  as  a  fetcher  up.  I  only  fetched  one  voter.  (AIau{<h.) 
I  had  breakfast  at  Mr.  King's.  There  were  about  ten  or 
a  dozen  people  present.  I  was  paid  78.  6d.  by  Mr.  Churms. 
Gol.  Hall  af>kei  me  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  Nothing  was 
said  then  about  employment,  and  it  is  untrue  that  I  was 
bribed  by  the  promise  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Cave— I  get  3d.  9d.  a  day  for  my  work.  I  was 
only  told  to  fetch  James  Griffin.  The  voters  were  nearly 
all  polled  when  I  returned. 

Charles  Gurden,  Cold  Harbour,  labourer,  said,— I  was 
engaged  by  Mr.  Haines  and  Mr.  Wark  to  carry  messages, 
and  received  2/.  Ss.  6d.  I  only  gave  a  receipt  for  part  of 
the  money.  I  had  breakfast  on  the  polling  day.  I  was 
not  bribed  by  Mr.  Wark  or  Mr.  Compton. 

Moses  Da^,  Cold  Harbour,  said, — I  was  employed  as  a 
messenger  by  Mr.  Haines.  I  was  on  eight  days  and 
received  2f.  6s.    I  did  not  give  a  receipt    I  was  not  Mke4 
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for  my  vote  at  any  time.  I  had  to  put  up  flags  and  stick 
bills.  I  had  no  beer  but  what  I  paid  for.  I  paid  2s.  6d.  after 
the  election  out  of  the  21.  6s.  for  beer  which  I  had  had.  I 
was  not  employed  at  the  iirst  election.  Ou  the  polling 
day  I  walked  about  and  took  care  of  the  flags. 

Mr.  Thomas  Wark,  Lake  Street,  New  Hinoksey,  deco- 
rator, said, — I  had  the  management  of  the  New  Hincksey 
district  given  me  by  Mr.  Walsh,  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Barney.  Nothing  was  said  as  to .  payment,  I  was  per- 
sonation agent,  and  received  11.  1^,  in  April.  The  clerks 
and  messengers,  I  believe,  were  engaged  by  Mr.  Barney. 
There  were  two  clerks  and  four  messent^ers  at  Jakemau's 
rooms,  and  two  old  soldiers  occasionally  uarme  to  see  if 
there  was  anything  to  do.  I  provided  colours,  and  being  a 
decorator,  I  had  a  quantity  of  material  by.  me  which  I 
used.  My  bill  is  107.  ts.  6d.  for  colours,  and  my  service  s  il. 
14s.  6 J.  for  canvassing,  has  been  paid  me  by  Mr.  Ghurms. 
I  think  I  have  a  claim  now  for  a  new  flag  at  li.  5?.  I 
think  Frederick  Haines  is  a  clerk.  Cripj)S  kept  a  public- 
house  at  Cold  Harbour.  1  had  nothing  whatever  to  do 
with  th^  employment  of  clerks  or  messengers,  or  the  paying 
nf  them.  I  heard  in  this  Court  yesterday,  for  the  first 
time,  that  I  was  charged  with  bribing  a  number  of  people, 
by  'Tomising  them  employment.  It  is  untrue.  I  par- 
toolc  of  breakfast  at  King's  on  the  polling  day. 

By  Mr.  Cave— I  canvassed  with  Col.  Hall.  When  I 
was  not  canvassing  I  was  cutting  out  flags.  I  had  no 
instructions  with  regard  to  flags. 

Mr.  Cave — Did  you  know  you  were  doing  wrong  with 
regard  to  flags? 

Mr.  Wark  —Not  politically. 

Mr.  Cave — "  Politioally,"  but  it  was  a  breach  of  the  law. 
You  were  an  aeent. 

Thomas  Cripps,  Cold  Harbour,  landlord  of  the  Fox  and 
Hounds,  said, — Part  of  my  house  was  used. at  the  second 
election.  I  was  to  receive  a  sovereign.  Mr.  Scott,  of  the 
New  Boad,  told  me  I  should  have  the  money  from  Mr. 
Hatt,  but  I  have  not  had  it  yet.  I  supplied  beer  at  the 
Committee  meetings,  and  Mr.  Hutt  paid  me  IL  4-9.  alto- 
gether. There  were  30  or  40  present  at  each  meeting,  and  I 
should  think  they  all  had  some  beer.  There  is  no  truth 
in  the  statement  that  I  was  bribed.  Anyone  who  came 
into  the  house  could  have  beer.  The  meeting  was  not 
unanimous,  but  there  was  no  division.  (Laughter.)  They 
were  unanimous  about  the  beer.     (Renewed  laughter.) 

Mr.  Charles  Moore,  Blackfriars  Boad,  said-^I  attend 
here  in  consequence  of  something  that  was  said  yesterday 
by  £  iward  Carr.  I  wish  wholly  to  deny  the  statement 
that  I  bribed  William  Couling  with  2^.  6d.,  and  as  soon 
as  I  may  be  called  here  I  think  T  shall  be  able  to 
produce  a  respectable  witness  to  prove  this.  It  is  perfectly 
true  this  man  had  23.  6d.  and  goods  in  kind,  but  it  was 
given  him  purely  as  a  matter  of  charity.  The  application 
was  to  lend  the  money,  but  practically  it  was  the  aam 
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thing.  It  had  nothing;  to  do  with  hia  voting.  The  firit 
time  I  REYO  him  any  money  was  in  April.  ^  The  voter  I 
am  alleged  to  have  oormpted  is  suffering  six  weeka*  im- 
prisonment for  theft.  When  I  lent  him  the  2s.  6d.  he 
said  he  was  in  great  distress,  and  wanted  assistance. 

William  Coleing,  said-— I  am  not  the  person  referred  to 
as  having  received  2s.  6d.  from  Mr.  Moore. 

Mr.  Bidley — I  am  afraid  yon  have  come  here  to  no 
purpose. 

Gnarles  Grodfrey,  Blackfriars  Road,  said, — Mr.  Carr 
stated  he  would  ms^e  it  worth  a  fat  pig  if  I  would  vote 
for  Mr.  HalL  I  said  I  never  had  and  never  would,  and 
he  replied,  "You  — ,  I  hope  you  will  be  paralysed. ** 

Frank  Wicks  said, — I  was  a  driver  at  the  last  election. 
Mr.  Porter  was  my  employer,  and  I  did  not  receive  or  pay 
any  money  beyond  that  for  the  work  done. 

Henry  Freeman  said, — I  was  a  manager  in  St.  AldateV. 
I  received  21,  2s.  6d.  from  Mr.  Barratt,  and  was  employod 
by  the  Liberals.  I  received  no  money  as  alleged  from  the 
other  side.  There  might  have  been  a  dozen  messengers, 
and  I  can*t  say  whether  there  were  more  than  those  for 
whom  they  could  find  work.  The  paper  prodaoed  bears 
my  signature.  Although  15s.  is  put  down  there  I  only 
received  10s.  I  suppose  I  did  not  look  at  it.  I  did  not  get 
any  photograph.  At  che  April  election  I  received  7s.  6d. 
for  the  polling  day.    I  am  a  voter. 

William  Baker,  11,  King  Street^  said,— Mr.  Payne 
asked  me  if  I  was  employed.  I  said,  "No,"  and  he  re- 
plied, "You  go  to  work  and  I  will  pay  you,*'  but  I  did 
not  go. 

Mr.  James  Jones,  4,  Hythe  Bridge  Street,  said, — I  did 
not  receive  any  money.  I  live  near  Spokes*s  Committee 
room,  and  I  went  in  there  once  or  twice.  I  saw  a  little 
drinking  there.  Three  or  four  people  were  in  the  room. 
I  did  not  see  anything  done  in  the  room  beside  the  drinking 
of  beer.    The  men  went  out  with  the  paste  pots. 

By  Mr.  Ridley— I  did  not  promise  James  Beesley  balf- 
a-sovereign  if  Mr.  Hall  got  in,  nor  Samuel  Beesley  5^.    I 

Eay  Burgess,  a  shoeing  smith,  every  week.  I  did  not  give 
im  anything  over  the  election.  I  have  never  paid  him 
5^  in  one  amount  for  any  business.  There  is  no  truth  in 
the  suggestion  that  I  was  employed  as  a  clerk.  I  was 
never  employed  at  an  election. 

Thomas  Burgess,  farrier,  said,— I  work  for  the  last 
witness.  I  live  at  No.  10,  Fisher  Row.  Mr.  Jones  never 
spoke  to  me  about  the  election. 

Arthur  Ellis,  Mount  Street,  Jericho,  said, — I  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Backell  as  a  messenger.  I  received 
2{.  lOs.  I  should  th^ik  there  were  20  or  30  messengers  at 
the  Liberal  Hall.  In  April  I  was  on  six  or  seven  days  at 
5s.  a  day.  I  voted.  Jeffery  Beesley,  of  Medley  Lock, 
asked  me  how  I  was  going  to  vote,  and  I  replied  I  did  not 
know.  He  said  if  I  would  vote  for  the  Squire  he  would 
satisfy  me.    He  added  that  he  was  to  see  a  gentleman, 
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atid  he  was  to  get  all  he  could.  He  enquired  about  my 
mate,  Stroudley,  and  I  told  him  to  speak  to  him  himself. 
Subsequently  I  sa«r  Beesley  in  Jericho  House,  and  he 
then  asked  Struudley  if  it  was  good  enough  for  two  half- 
sovereigns  to  vote  for  the  Squire,  and  he  said  it  was  not. 
Beesley  pulled  out  a  blue  bag,  and  offered  him  two  half- 
sovereigns,  but  he  declined  it.  He  also  offered  me  two, 
but  I  would  not  have  them,  saying  I  did  not  want  it, 
although  I  did  all  the  time — (laughter)— but  I  was  not 
going  to  be  bribed.    I  reported  this  to  Mr.  Mallam. 

Samuel  Beeslev,  Upper  Fisher  Row,  said,— I  was  em- 
ployed by  Mr.  Wells.  He  paid  me  4^.,  and  said  '*  Here's 
some  money,  do  the  best  you  oan.''  I  have  a  lot  of 
brother^  and  nephews  who  are  freemen.  I  did  the  best  I 
could  with  them,  aad  the  rest  I  enjoyed  myself  with. 
(Laughter.)  The  money  was  gone  in  about  a  fortnight, 
and  it  was  all  spent  on  myself.  (Renewed  lausrhter.)  X 
told,  Mr.  Well&  I  did  the  best  I  could,  and  that  the  money 
was  all  gone  on  my  time  and  labour.  (Laughter.)  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  fir^t  election.  I  have  never  had 
money  from  him  before.    I  know  him  t3  be  a  gentleman. 

Mr.  Thomas  Cook,  of  the  Old  Grate  House,  Osney,  said, 
— I  did  not  have  any  money  at  the  election. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — I  could  not  say  whether  I  was  on  the 
Committee.  (Laughter.)  I  did  not  give  any  people  drink. 
There  was  a  good  deal  going  on  at  my  father's  house 
during  the  election.  There  was  a  pretty  fair  trade  doing. 
(A  laugh.)    I  did  not  know  where  the  money  came  from. 

By  Mr.  Cave— Business  was  better  during  the  election 
than  ordinarily.    I  should  say  it  was  10^  a  week  better. 

Thomas  Wild,  Arthur  Street,  Osney,  said, — I  saw 
Mr.  Porter,  'bus  proprietor,  and  he  said,  **  Will  yon  vote 
for  Mr.  Hall  if  I  give  you  half-a-sovereign."  I  refused  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  bribery,  and  he  said  it  would  not 
be  bribery  if  he  gave  it  me  out  of  his  own  pocket.  On  the 
day  of  the  election  James  Allen  came  to  the  Great  Western 
Railway,  and  said  to  a  man  I  did  not  know,  "  I  have  been 
and  done  it,  and  you  owe  me  a  sovereign."  They  then 
shook  hands. 

John  £yles,  b,  Gloucester  Place,  s<kid,— I  was  employed 
on  the  polling  day  by  Mr.  Gregson,  and  received  78.  6d. 

Joseph  Manbury,  Victor  Street,  said, — The  day  before 
the  election  I  met  Jeffery  Beesley,  ana  he  offered  me  a 
sovereign  to  vote  for  '*fihe  little  man."  I  took  out  my 
pocket-book  and  wrote  down  what  he  said.  He  remarked 
that  he  had  plenty  of  sovereigns,  and  he  wanted  to  get  rid 
of  them. 

Mr.  John  Le¥ds  Palmer,  17)  Great  Clarendon  Street, 
said, — I  did  not  receive  any  money  in  May.  I  volunteered 
a  day's  work  in  April,  but  subsequently  Mr.  Mabbatt 
brought  me  7s.  6d.,  and  said  I  was  on  the  paid  roll.  I  took 
the  money  because  if  I  had  not  he  would.    (A  laugh.) 

James  Bawlins,  125,  Walton  Koad,  said, — ^I  was  em- 
ployed to  deliver  bills  and  circulars  by  Mr.  Ow^n.  I  was 
paid  £2 10s.  in  May,  and  £5  5s.  in  April. 
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Thos.  Dipple,  27,  St.  Aldate'a,  said, — I  was  a  messenger 
in  St.  Aldate'f),  and  was  employed  by  Mr.  Oharms.  I 
received  £3  for  this,  and  £3  because  I  was  tried  at  Abingr- 
don  for  stealiog  a  cartoon  of  Mr.  Hall  flogging  a  soldierat 
Hincksey.  I  was  acquitted.  I  kept  out  of  the  policeman's 
way  from  Tuesday  till  Friday,  and  stopped  at  Eynshana. 
This  was  durinjr  the  election  week.  1  was  paia  at  the 
same  rate  as  if  I  had  been  at  work.  I  attended  several 
meetings.  I  jumped  over  a  wall  and  stole  the  cartoon  out 
of  a  man's  garden.  There  were  a  good  many  about,  and  I 
would  have  had  them  all  if  I  could.    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Cave — What  did  you  do  at  the  metings? 

Witness — If  there  had  been  any  row  I  suppose  I  should 
have  had  to  fight.  I  was  what  you  would  call  **  a  chncker 
out"— (laughter)— but  I  did  not  have  much  to  do  in  that 
way.  I  was  on  two  days  in  April,  and  received  58.  a  day. 
John  Spiers  told  Mr.  Churms  in  the  May  election  that  the 
Liberals  were  paying  7s.  6d.  a  day,  and  if  he  did  not  give 
more  thaii  5s.  he  should  not  stop.  I  believe  that  was  wrongs 
after  all. 

George  Grain,  a  sawyer,  3,  Pipemakers'  yard,  St. 
AldateVjSaid — I  was  employed  at  the  Conservative  Central 
Committee  room  as  a  messenger.  I  received  22. 10s.  Mr. 
Plowman  sent  for  me.  There  were  a  smartish  number  of 
messengers  at  the  Roebuck,  ^30  or  40.  I  was  walking 
about  on  the  polling  day.  Some  extra  men  were  put  on  on 
the  polling  day. 

Arthur  Thompson  said,— I  keep  the  Gardeners'  Arma, 
Pensons'  Gardens.  I  was  employed  at  the  Littlegate 
room.  I  received  10s.  in  April  and  11.  in  May.  I  did  not 
receive  WL  I  might  have  received  double  in  May  perhaps 
because  we  won.  I  took  Purser  to  Mr.  Evetts  in  Apnl. 
He  said  his  master  had  given  him  the  sack  for  framing  a 
Conservative  picture,  and  that  he  would  not  vote  for  the 
Liberals  again.  I  told  him  he  should  stop  as  the  election 
was  approaching  and  he  might  get  on.  It  turned  out  he 
had  the  sack  for  something  else.  He  told  me  he  could  do 
Mr.  Hall  a  lot  of  good,  and  he  would  get  up  and  speak 
after  him.  (Laughter.)  Mr.  Evetts  told  him  to  see  Gynes 
or  go  to  St.  Clement's  and  ascertain  if  his  room  would  do 
for  a  Committee  room. 

Mr.  Cave, — I  suppose  yen  are  the  Thompson  who  u 
down  for  15^  in  the  accounts  ? 

Witness.— I  should  like  to  have  it ;  it  would  be  handy. 
(Laughter). 

The  following  were  called,  and  denied  receiving  money 
for  employment. 

Charles  Kitchin,  17,  Jericho  gardens ;  John  Hntt,  18| 
Jericho  gardens;  James  Weller,  4,  Albert-terrace; 
Thomas  Howkins,  73M]llarendon-street ;  James  Collier^ 
65,  Cranham-street;  William  Longford,  2,  Bridge-row; 
James  Barrart,  23,  victor-street :  Robert  Huckwell  Car* 
digan-street ;  Geoiffe  Worth,  Nelson-street ;  John  Dead- 
man,  29,  Bridge-street ;  Riehard  Spencer,  4,yiotor-8treet ; 
Nisbet  Symonds,  Bridge-street,  Osney. 


321 


THIRTY-FIRST  DAY.— -Thursday, 
December  30. 


JohD  Shasby,  Mill  Street,  St.  Thomas,  said,— I  was  aot 

Said  for  employmeot  at  the  election.    After  the  election 
Ir.  Wells  gave  me  a  sovereign  to  replace  one  I  had  lost. 

The  witness  asked  for  his  expenses. 

Mr.  Gave— Certainly  not.  The  Commissioners  don't' 
believe  what  you  have  told  them. 

Mr.  Charles  Dodd,  Alfred  Street,  said, — I  canvassed  im 
the  west  ward,  and  whilst  doing  so  I  gave  some  beer 
away.  I  paid  for  it  out  of  my  own  pocket.  I  made  a 
claim  for  i7L  10s.  I  did  not  expect  to  have  any  money, 
bat  I  sent  in  the  statement  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Churms. 
The  172.  lOs.  was  for  the  two  elections. 

John  Fadbury,  Cardigan  Street,  said, — I  was  at 
Peedell's  publichouse  during  the  election,  and  Thomas 
Cleaver  said  I  could  have  a  sack  of  barley  meal  or  two  on 
the  cheap,  or  a  pound  or  two  if  I  liked.  I  said  lets  have 
it.  He  replied  **you  go  with  me  in  the  morning."  I  re- 
marked if  I  had  it  I  should  not  alter  my  colours.  I 
treated  the  matter  as  a  joke. 

Wm.  ToUey,,  Albert  Street,  said, — I  was  employed  one 
day  at  the  Committee-room  in  Friar's  Entry,  and  received 
10s.  from  Mr.  Bennett.  I  walked  about  and  voted.  (A 
laugh.)    I  told  Mr.  Bennett  I  was  a  voter. 

Lawrence  Gilbert,  15,  Princes  Street,  Cowley  Road, 
said, — Mr.  Gynes  is  my  nephew.  I  had  a  glass  of  beer 
with  him  the  day  before  the  election.  I  am  a  staunch 
liiberal.  He  asked  me  if  I  should  like  to  earn  a  bit  of 
money,  and  I  replied  I  should,  but  not  from  him.  He 
said  something  about  "  three,'*  and  I  said,  *'  No,  nothing 
less  than  five."    This  was  simply  chaff. 

James  Ay  re,  8,  Jericho  Street ;  Henry  Macrory,  Ban- 
dol^b  Street ;  and  William  Bichardson,  3,  Jericho  Street, 
denied  receiving  payment  at  the  election. 

John  Molart,jan.,  of  Hinokfley  said,— I  was  on  one  day 
as  a  constable  at  St.  Aldate's  SchooL  I  was  to  stand  there 
to  see  that  there  was  no  row.  (A  laugh.)  I  was  offered 
7s.  6d.,  but  I  refused  to  take  it,  and  subsequently  I  re- 
ceived 10s.  from  Mr.  Barney.    I  breakfasted  at  King's. 

Mr.  George  Porter,  cab  and  'bus  proprietor,  Christ 
Church  Mews,  said, — I  took  part  in  the  election  in  fetch- 
ing out-town  voters.  I  don't  know  how  many  cabs  we 
sent  oat.  My  brother  had  to  do  with  the  bill,  and  I  am 
not  aware  of  the  amount  of  it.  I  asked  Wyld,  a  railway 
man,  who  he  was  going  to  vote  for.  I  neyer  remember 
^mising  him  any  money    I  said  he  would  vote  for  any- 
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body  if  they  woold  give  him  a  Bovereign,  and  that  pat  his 
monkey  up.  I  did  not  intend  to  give  or  offer  him  money. 
I  knew  he  was  a  Liberal,  and  that  was  why  I  chaffed  him. 

Henry  Edmonds,  shopman,  13,  Cranham  Terrace,  said,— 
I  was  employed  by  Mr.  Payne  and  Mr.  Gregson  at  the 
May  election.  I  was  on  at  the  Committee  Boom  for  ten 
days  as  clerk  and  canvasser,  and  received  52.  I  was 
engaged  by  Mr.  Payne  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  persons 
who  were  away  from  Oxford  in  April.  I  had  6{.  for  the 
job.  I  was  frequently  at  Mr.  Payne's  during  the  election. 
I  attended  different  meetings.  The  canvass  was  over  m 
.  Si  days.  Edward  Davis,  of  Jericho  Street,  was  sent 
away  by  his  master,  who  is  a  strong  Liberal,  so  that  he 
shomd  not  vote.  The  register  was  against  the  Conserva- 
tives. A  pian  named  Fell,  who  had  left  the  street  five 
years,  came  to  vote  for  the  Liberals. 

By  Mr.  Cave~I  think  I  received  IZ.  altogether  far  re- 
ireshments  for  the  canvassers.  My  son  was  employed  at 
Mr.  Payne's  as  a  sandwich  boy.  Me  received  308.  tor  ten 
days.  Another  son  had  10s.  from  Mr.  Gregson  for  a 
similar  thing.  I  should  think  on  the  day  of  the  election 
as  many  as  150  were  employed  at  the  Jericho  Committee 
room. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— Davis  works  for  Mr.  Phillips. 

Bichard  Allen,  gardener,  24,  Fisher's  Bow;  said— I  was 
a  messenger  at  Turner's  Committee  room.  New  Boad.  I 
received  £5  5s.  for  11  days.  There  were  a  dozen  or  more 
messengers  at  the  room.  I  saw  Samuel  Tolley  at  the 
Bailway  Station  on  the  polling  day.  He  did  not  say  any 
thing  aoout  having  voted,  and  that  I  owed  him  a  pound. 
I  have  never  spoken  to  Tolley  or  anyone  else  about  money 
in  connection  with  the  election. 

By  Mr.  Cave — I  was  paid  6Z.  for.  the  April  election. 
I  voted.    I  have  always  been  a  Conservative. 

James  Beesley,  waterman,  11,  Upper  Fisher-row, 
said. — I  saw  James  Jones  three  days  before  the  eleetion. 
I  told  him  I  was  going  to  work  for  the  Liberals.  He  said 
if  you  will  do  a  little  good  for  us  I  will  give  you  a 
sovereign.  He  never  gave  me  any  money.  It  seemed  as 
if  he  was  joking,  for  I  did  not  have  the  sovereign. 
(Laughter.)  I  wosked  at  Howkins'  room,  taking  mes- 
sages backwards  and  forwards  to  the  Liberal  HalL  I 
don't  remember  seeing  a  pack  of  cards  in  the  Committee 
Boom.  I  knew  there  were  several  there  who  could 
play,  but  whether  they  did  so  or  not  I  can't  say.  I 
received  62.  in  April,  and  3^.  15s.  in  May. 

By  Mr.  Cave— When  I  had  my  name  put  down  at  the 
Liberal  Hall  it  was  arranged  that  I  should  receive  78.  6d. 
a  day. 

By  Mr.  Bidley— I  was  one  of  the  Liberal  Guard  oo 
the  polling  day.  Johnstone  was  supposed  to  be  ehairmin 
at  the  room.  (A  laugh.)  Johnstone  was  also  supposed  to 
be  clerk.    (Benewed  laughter.)   I  voted  in  1874  tor  2ir. 
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Hall.  I  was  not  employed  then.  Mr.  Oooper  told  ni 
that  we  should  f(et  our  names  put  down  if  we  went  to 
the  Liberal  Hall. 

Mr.  Ridley— When  did  you  change  your  views  ? 

Witness— Lately. 

Mr.  Ridley— Before  Mr.  Cooper  spoke  to  yoa? 

Witness— Long  before  that. 

Mr.  Ridley — Are  you  one  of  the  Lambs. 

Witness — I  don't  think  so. 

Thomas  Wild,  re-called,  said,— Allen  is  the  man  I  saw 
at  the  Great  Western  Railway.  TuUey  said  to  Allen  "I 
have  been  and  done  it,  and  you  owe  me  a  sovereign." 

Allen  denied  that  this  was  true. 

Wild  said,  in  repl^  to  Mr.  Ridley, —  I  can't  say  whether 
Mr.  Porter  was  jokmg,  but  he  certainly  said,  ''Mr. Wild, 
I  know  you  are  a  man  of  your  word,  and  if  you  wUl  vote 
for  Mr.  Hall  I  will  give  you  half-a-sovereign." 

Frederick  Brooks,  Hythe  Bridge,  porter  at  the  Great 
Western  Railway,  said. — I  was  employed  in  May  as  a 
ohecker-ofE  by  Henry  Turner  on  the  polling  day.  I  re- 
ceived 11.  My  pay  is  2s.  lOd.  a  day.  I  was  employed  in 
the  previous  election,  and  received  lOs.  Mr.  Turner  told 
me  I  should  have  double  if  Mr.  Hall  got  in. 

Arthur  Louch,  Bridge  Street,  Osney,  milkman,  said, — 
I  was  engaged  prior  to  the  first  election  by  Mr.  Wells. 
He  i>aid  me  1^  a  week.  I  did  not  receive  more  at  the 
election.  I  was  not  employed  in  May,  and  did  not  re- 
ceive any  money. 

Geo.  Allen,  Lamb  and  FlagYard,  said, — ^I  was  em- 
ployed as  a  messenger  bjr  Mr.  Wells.  I  received  22.  for 
ten  days  in  May  and  12.  in  April. 

Geo.  Whale,  58,  Bridge  Street,  Osney,  cabman,  said, — 
I  was  emplo^red  at  the  last  election  as  a  messenger,  at  Mr. 
Wells*  committee  room.  I  received  22.  I  dicT  not  have 
any  refreshments  on  the  polling  day.  I  was  not  can- 
vassed for  my  vote  by  ansrone.  I  also  received  17s.  6d. 
from  Mrl  Cook  for  looking  after  the  bills  night  and 
morning. 

Charles  Hutt,  11,  West-street,  Osney,  said,— I  am  em- 
ployed at  Brasenose  College,  under  Mr.  Wells.  At  the 
utst  election  I  assisted  him  all  I  could.^  I  received  32.  for 
my  services  at  the  two  electiozis.  I  did  not  ask  for  the 
money. 

William  Long,  Thomas  Frederick  Brookings,  James 
Stroudley,  James  Allen,  Charles  Higgs,  William  Fred- 
erick Hunt,  Mark  Goddard,  John  Higginson,  John 
Mitchell,  John  Wood,  Charles  Shurrock,  William  BuSby, 
Abel  FreedV,  Thomas  Jackson,  Edward  Jackson,  Charles 
Whip,  William  Griffin^  Jamee  Faoey,  and  David 
FatEen,  were  also  exammed. 

Tf  2 
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THIRTY-SECOND  DAY.— Friday, 
December  31. 

Mr*  Thomas  Wells  was  re-oaUed,  and  said  that  what  Mr. 
Hntt  had  stated  was  correct.  He  ooald  not  remem- 
ber when  he  was  last  in  the  box  whether  he  stated  that  he 
had  paid  him  any  money.  He  made  him  a  present  of  3^ 
after  the  election,  as  he  had  worked  as  hard  as  any  man  in 
it*  He  thought  he  was  deser?iDg  of  a  great  deal  more. 
He  did  not  know  how  he  made  the  mistake  in  sayiog  Hfitt 
received  nothing  from  him  in  his  examination  in  October. 

Thomas  f^ederick  Brookings,  painter,  3,  South  Street, 
Osney,  sMd  he  was  employed  in  bis  trade  at  Mr.  Wells's 
house  for  about  four  months.  During  the  election  Mr. 
WeUs  told  him  to  stop,  as  he  could  not  get  on  with  his 
work,  and  he  never  received  more  than  30s.  a  week.  Mr. 
Wells  never  asked  him  for  his  vote.  He  had  some  refresh- 
ments every  day  for  four  months.  During  the  ten  days  of 
the  election  he  did  work  for  Mr.  Wells,  with  the  exception 
of  the  last  three  or  four. 

iSx,  Wells  said  the  Frederick  Brookings  in  his  aooonnt 
was  the  last  witness,  and  he  did  work  during  the  election. 
He  was  down  for22L  lOs.,  and  he  raised  flags  about  the 
town.  He  had  no  accounts,  and  spoke  from  memory  before. 

James  Stroudley,  cabinet  maker,  formerly  of  Hythe 
Bridge  Street,  said  he  was  employed;  by  Spokes  as  mes- 
senger, and  received  SI,  He  was  to  have  7b.  6d.  a  day : 
most  of  the  time  there  was  no  work  to  do.  He  attended 
a  breakfast  on  the  polling  day ;  he  was  not  a  voter.  Spokes 
was  no  relation  of  his,  and  he  had  only  to  do  with  him 
about  the  May  election.  Spokes  found  no  refreshments 
for  witness,  and  the  bill  he  had  sent  in  for  62. 10s.  was 
wrong  altogether.  The  (rale  was  that  those  who  were  in 
the  room  should  subscribe  and  pay  for  what  was  had,  and 
they  generally  sent  to  the  Running  Horses,  Hythe  Bridge 
Street.  Spokes  knew  that  witness  was  doing  nothing. 
They  had  rather  an  unpleasant  time  of  it,  being  "  stivecr 
indoors  so  much,  and  he  was  not  accustomed  to  being  idle 
in  the  way  he  was.  Spokes  put  him  down  as  a  canvasser, 
but  that  was  a  mistake,  as  he  never  did  any  canvassing, 
and  but  little  as  a  messenger.  To  tell  the  truth,  there  was 
but  little  to  do. 

James  Allen,  9^  Bussell  Street,  Osney,  said  he  was  em- 
ployed by  Spokes  as  a  messenger,  and  received  11, 16a.,  for 
whidi  he  gave  no  receipt.  Me  did  no  actual  work^  and  the 
mtfin  that  eleven  or  twelve  of  them  did  was  to  sit  down. 
They  had  refreshments  everyday;  Spokes  was  chairman, 
and  found  the  refreshments.  (Laughter.)  The  refresh- 
ments were  only  had  in  the  morning.  Witness  did  nothing 
at  all  on  thepoUing  day,  although  there  were  extra  hands 
•mgloyo^    He  had  never  said  that  Frederick  &niUi  was 
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employed  at  21,  per  week  as  a  messeDger,  bat  he  had  heard 
BO.  Ue  knew  Peedell  well,  and  on  the  30feh  of  April  he 
offered  witneaa  a  sovereign  if  he  would  Tote  for  Squire 
Hall.  Witness  had  never  stated  that  Peedell  had  a  com- 
mission from  Mr.  Morrell  to  do  so.  He  had  never  stated 
that  Walter  Bruoe  had  money  from  Mr.  Gregson  daring 
the  election.  He  knew  Payne's  house,  hot  he  did  not 
know  that  Tom  Jones  was  kept  there  for  a  fortnight  in 
meat  and  drink.  What  he  had  said  was  that  he  had  been 
told  that  he  had  been  kept  there  a  week,  and  had  re- 
ceived 2L  He  had  had  beer  at  Payne's,  and  had  not  paid 
for  it.  Payne  refused  him  three  half-pints  after  the  elec- 
tion without  his  paying  for  it.  Payne  gave  him  10s.  on 
the  day  of  the  election  after  he  had  voted,  but  he  did  not 
ask  witness  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall,  nor  did  anyone  else.  He 
believed  that  Payne  thought  that  he  had  been  at  work  for 
him,  but  he  did  not  explain  to  him  that  he  had  not,  and 
put  the  money  into  his  pocket.  Payne  thought  he  had 
Deen  putting  up  flags,  but  witness  had  not  spoken  to  him 
on  the  subject.  Witness  spoke  to  Johnny  Harris  about 
the  half-sovereign,  and  he  said  he  thought  it  was  given 
for  his  (witoessV)  vote,  and  he  told  witness  to  put  it  in  his 
pocket,  and  nobody  would  know  anything  about  it.  He  was 
promised  10s.  extra  by  Spokes  if  Mr.  Hall  got  in,  but  he 
nadnot  had  it,  although  he  had  asked  for  it  several  times. 

The  witness's  expenses  were  disallowed. 

Charles  Higgs,  Jericho  Gardens,  said  he  was  employed 
by  Pavne  to  look  after  the  flags  at  2s.  6d.  a  night  on  the 
first  election. 

William  Frederick  Hunt,  cabinet  maker,  Walton-street, 
laid  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Ward  in  St.  Giles's  as  can- 
vasser, and  expected  to  be  paid.  He  received  nothing 
himself,  but  ICIs.  was  left  with  his  wife.  A  committee 
room  was  at  hid  house  at  the  first  election,  for  which  he 
received  12/.  At  the  second  election  there  was  no  com- 
mittee room  at  his  house,  but  it  was  a  bill  posting  station, 
and  he  sent  in  a  bill  for  4/.,  which  covered  everything. 
He  might  have  fetched  up  half-a-dozen  voters. 

Mars  Goddard,  a  life  assurance  agent,  had  the  manage* 
meat  of  Mansell's  committee  room  in  St.  John's  Road, 
for  which  he  had  3/.  lOs.  from  Mr.  Buckell,  and  signed  a 
receipt.    At  the  first  election  he  received,  he  believed,  32. 

John  Higginson,  1,  Oanal  Street,  Jericho,  said  he  was 
engaged  as  messenger,  at  Ss.  a  day,  and  received  11,  Ifis. 
from  H.  (Foster  and  Mr.  Gregson.  He  had  to  fetch  up 
voters,  but  he  did  not  bring  up  many.  At  the  first 
election  he  was  employed  by  the  JLiberalfi,  and  had  42.  lOs. 
He  voted  each  time.  He  expected  a  little  more  at  the 
second  election.  He  never  found  oat  antU  a  few  days  ago 
that  he  had  not  drawn  enough  at  the  last  election,  or  he 
should  have  drawn  21, 

John  Mitchell,  Cardigan  Street,  plasterer,  said  he  was 
•ni9%ed  twodayiattoelaBteleotiosiMmMMDger,  for 
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whieli  he  received  5i.  a  dfty.  He  received  10s.  from  1&* 
Oreprson  on  the  I'riday  after  the  eleotion.  He  was  a  voter 
and  voted.  Squire  Hall's  man  oanvassec^  him  for  his 
vote.  Mr.  Pavne  employed  him  at  the  April  eleotion, 
and  he  reoeived  about  5^.  He  did  not  go  to  Payne's  honse^ 
and  had  no  refreshment  given  him. 

By  Mr.  Gave— I  did  not  receive  any  money  from  Payae 
on  the  second  election. 

Payne  was  called  up  and  stated  that  he  was  under  tiie 
impression — and  was  sure—that  he  pud  the  witness  21,  on 
the  second  election. 

Mitchell  said  he  was  sure  it  was  on  the  first  election,  and 
he  did  not  see  Payne  on  the  occasion  of  the  second  election. 
He  was  a  Oonservative. 

Payne  said,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bidley,  that  he  was  positive 
that  he  gave  Mitchell  something  at  various  times.  People 
came  to  him  because  they  thought  they  could  get  some- 
thing at  the  house,  and  that  he  had  some  money  to  spend. 
— The  witness's  expenses  were  disallowed,  Mr. Gave  stating 
that  the  Commissioners  did  not  believe  that  he  did  not  go 
to  Mr.  Payne's.    (Applause.) 

John  James  Woods,  99,  Cardigan  Street,  writer  and 
grainer,  said  he  was  employed  under  Mr.  Bossom  for  two 
days  at  the  last  election.  He  did  not  wish  to  receive 
payment,  but  Mabbatt  said  he  might  as  well  have  hie 
name  put  down,  and  he  received  ISs.  6d.  from  Bfr.  Greg- 
Bon,  and  he  signed  his  name  in  a  smidl  book.  He  received 
22.  10s.  on  the  first  election  for  writing  on  flags.  He 
attended  a  breakfast  at  Bossom's,  but  there  was  no  com^ 
mittee  room  there. 

Mr.  William  Busby,  steward  of  the  Reform  Club,  King 
Edward  Street,  said  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  last 
election ;  he  went  to  the  Liberal  Hall,  and  arranged  with 
Mr.  BuckeU  as  to  the  meetings  and  the  speakers,  and  then  . 
he  went  round  and  obtained  men  to  defend  the  speakers, 
as  they  had  reason  to  fear  that  the  Conservatives  would 
'*  bonnet"  them  and  tear  down  the  platforms.  He  believed 
he  had  the  title  of  "Captain  ef  the  Liberal  Guard"-- 
(laughterl-'Of  whom  he  employed  68  men  who  were  non- 
voters.  He  kept  no  list  of  their  names.  He  guaranteed 
that  none  of  their  meetings  were  interrupted,  none  of  their 
speakers  "  bonneted,"  and  none  of  their  plaftorms  torn 
down.  He  told  off  the  guard  on  different  occasions.  Mr. 
Buckell  paid  him  41.,  and  he  gave  a  receipt  for  it,  and  the 
men  he  (witness)  paid  he  had  receipts  from. 

William  Long,  gasfitter.  Nelson  Street,  said  that  he 
received  16s.  from  Payne  to  spend  in  doing  the  best  he 
oould  with  it ;  it  went  mainly  in  beer,  and  some  he  had 
himself.  He  also  had  10s.  from  Draper  on  the  day  of  the 
election  as  they  were  going  to  Cowley  to  fetch  a  voter-* 
whom,  however,  they  missed.  Witness  had  the  money 
for  himself. 

ChnleB  JSMKffroQiCildioettmker,  Mid  he  received  dK,  Mt>» 
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Mid  timed  »  boek  for  it,  for  woridng  as  a  m^aMngw  nnder 
Mr.  Gregson  in  the  last  election.  He  received  oZ,  Ss.  for 
the  first  election.  His  son  Arthur  was  alao  employed, 
and  received  about  the  same.  Witness  was  employed  in 
the  1874  eleetions.  He  had  never  asked  Mr.  Buckeli  for 
employment,  and  the  assertion  was  without  foundation. 
He  dare  sity  during  SO  years  he  had  sought  for  emplojrment 
on  both  sides.  (Laughter.)  He  had  never  been  refused 
employment  by  Mr.  Buckell.  He  wished  to  offend 
neither  party. 

Abel  Freedy,  Great  Clarendon  Street,  said  he  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Payne  as  a  messenger  at  the  last 
election,  and  went  to  his  house  for  ordera.  He  received 
21,  10b.  from  Mr.  Payne.  At  the  first  election  he  had 
about  IZ.  a  week,  and  did  a  bit  of  gardening.  He  paid  for 
everything  he  had  at  Payne's. 

By  Mr.  Cave — He  koew  nothing  about  what  other 
people  had  at  Payne's— he  paid  for  what  he  had.  He 
could  not  say  what  he  had  altogether  from  Mr.  Payne ; 
he  might  have  had  SI,  IQs,  or  a  little  more.  (Laughter.) 
The  best  part  of  it  was  spent  in  a  little  drop  of  beer  ana 
victuakf,  He  would  swear  he  had  no  more  than  50b.  from 
Payne  at  the  second  election. 

Mr.  Gave— Mr.  Payne,  stand  up.  How  is  it  you  put 
this  man  down  for  &l,  ? 

Mr.  Payne  said  he  believed  he  paid  the  witness  21, 10s., 
and  it  might  have  been  32.  At  the  first  election  he  paid 
him  11,  a  week. 

Preedy  said  he  would  swear  that  he  had  no  more  than 
50s.  at  the  second  election. 

Thomas  Jackson  said  he  was  employed  as  a  messenger 
by  Payne  at  the  May  election,  and  received  2Z.  10a.  He 
had  two  or  three  messages  to  deliver,  and  meanwhile  was 
hoisting  flags.  He  had  24s.  at  the  first  election— he  did 
not  do  quite  so  well  the  first  titaae  as  the  second.  On  the 
second  election  he  went  to  Payne's  and  had  a  bottle  of 
nectar,  and  as  he  had  nothing  to  do  Payne  i)ut  him  on. 

Edward  Jackson,  brother  of  the  last  witness,  said  he 
was  employed  as  messenger  by  Mr.  Gregson.  He  might 
have  gone  to  Payne's  house  a  time  or  two  and  had  a  glass, 
bnt  he  knew  the  house  welL  He  received  10s.  from  Payne 
for  watching  flags.  He  was  employed  as  messenger  by 
Mr.  Wells  at  the  first  election,  and  had  Zl.  for  it. 

Samuel  Johnson,  ironfitter,  said  he  was  employed  by 
Buckell  on  the  election  dav  and  had  Ss.  Mabbatt  had 
given  him  two  half-pints  of  beer  and  had  lent  him  IJd., 
bat  he  had  not  asked  him  for  employment.  He  bad  23. 6d. 
from  Mr.  Payne,  and  Ben  Green  told  him  that  he  could 
put  him  right  for  a  **  quid  "  for  his  vote.  He  told  Payne 
that  he  had  been  ill  for  a  long  time  with  bronchitis, 
and  he  said  he  thought  a  little  money  would  be  useful  to 
him,  but  he  never  had  the  remainder  of  the  **  quid."  No 
mention  was  made  of  his  vote  by  Payne.    He  was  can- 
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YMsed  for  his  yote  for  Sir  William  Hareonrk  and  yonni; 
Turner  waited  for  him  and  gave  him  a  pint  of  beer  to  get 
hifl  vote.  He  did  not  hear  Green  tell  Fayne  that  witness 
was  a  "  trae  blue." 

Payne  was  requested  to  stand  np,  and  he  said  that  the 
witness  came  to  him  with  Green,  who  said  he  was  a  "  true 
blue,"  bat  he  was  not  to  be  caught,  as  he  knew  him.  He, 
however,  lent  Green  5a.,  but  did  not  give  anything  to 
Johnson. 

Johnson  said  he  was  a  Liberal,  and  was  employed  by 
Buckell.  The  reason  he  went  to  Payne  was  that  ho  wanted 
to  get  a  little  money  out  of  him,  and  if  he  had  got  the 
sovereign  he  should  have  voted  Conservative.  (Laughter. ) 
As  Payne  would  not  trust  him  he  could  not  trust  Payne, 
and  so  the  business  did  not  *'  come  off.'* 

Charles  Whip  said  he  was  on  for  Mr.  Payne  and  Mr. 
Bennett.  He  looked  after  Payne's  pony  and  washed 
the  harness,  and  he  was  taken  on  for  eight  days  to  do 
this.  (Laughter.)  At  other  times  Payne's  son  attended 
to  it.  He  used  to  put  the  pony  to,  and  take  it  out,  and 
BO  on.  He  used  to  go  errands  for  Mr.  Bennett,  and 
carried  a  few  bills.  He  had  30s.  from  Bennett  and  21. 
from  Mr.  Payne.  He  did  not  know  that  Payne  and 
Bennett  were  aware  that  he  was  employed  by  each  of 
them. 

By  Mr.  Cave — Mr.  Bennett  met  him  in  the  street,  and 
asked  him  if  he  wanted  a  job  to  run  a  few  errands,  and  he 
said  he  did.  The  signature  prodnced  could  not  be  his 
because  he  could  not  write.  He  did  not  tell  either  Bennett 
or  Payne  how  he  was  going  to  vote. 

William  Griffin,  plasterer,  6),  Nelson  Street,  Jericho, 
said  he  was  employed  as  doorkeeper  by  Mr.  Mabbat^  and 
received  five  guineas.  His  duty  was  to  open  the  door  and 
shut  it,  and  he  daresay  the  people  could  have  done  it  them- 
selves. He  did  the  same  at  the  first  election,  and  received 
five  guineas  also.  He  was  ill  between  the  elections  and  did 
nothing.  He  had  two  boys, who  received  lOs.  a  day  each,  and 
his  wife  had  Is.  6d.  a  day  for  cleaning,  and  he  had  something 
extra  for  whitening  the  wiadows. 

James  Spacey,  labourer,  said  he  was  employed  by  Mr. 
Payne  at  5s.  a  day.    He  had  always  been  a  Conservative. 

Mr.  Payne  said  he  had  quite  forgotten  that  he  had  paid 
Spacey  3^  10s. 

David  Fathers,  Union  Street  Jericho,  said  he  was 
employed  at  the  Boebuck  as  a  messenger,  and  was  paid 
21.  and  was  153.  deficient.  He  was  not  a  Liberal  or  a 
Conservative.  He  voted  independent  of  the  employ- 
ment, and  went  the  way  his  bread  was  buttered,  andlat 
both  elections  pleased  both  parties.  (Laughter.)  Ua 
promised  nobody,  and  voted  according  to  his  conscience. 

Mr.  Cave— And  that  is  the  way  your  bread  is  battered  ? 
(Loud  laughter.) 
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Kr.WilHam  Sayagt,  butler,  atXTniveraity  College,  aud, 
—He  acted  as  penonation  agent  on  behalf  of  Hr.  Ball  in 
therCowley  dUtrict.  He  did  his  utmost  as  far  as  oan^ass- 
ing  went  to  seoure  his  return.  He  never  received  a  penny 
for  his  services.  He  wrote  to  a  friend  of  his,  an  out  voter, 
to  come  up  on  the  polling  day,  and  he  paid  him  30b.  or 
32. 10s.  out  of  his  own  pocket.  He  sent  this  for  his  rail- 
nay  expenses  i  He  believed  he  was  right  in  doing  this,  and 
he  should  do  it  again.  He  never  paid  Peter  Asnfield 
any  money  in  respect  of  the  election.  Mr.  Thomas,  when 
he  was  taMng  a  man  on,  would  say,  "  I  think  we  had 
better  employ  this  man."  He  did  not  know  what  was  the 
rate  of  pay.  He  did  not  regard  Cowley  as  a  Liberal  dis- 
trict. He  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  general  supply  of 
flags.    He  did  not  send  in  a  claim. 

Mr.  Cave— Do  yon  know  why  it  is  that  8/.  14a.  appean 
against  your  oame  in  Mr.  Thomas*  list. 

Air.  Savage— I  should  think  he  might  have  taken  it  for 
granted  1  was  entitled  to  some  payment. 

Mr.  Cave  repeatedly  told  the  witness  to  answer  the 
questions,  and  not  ^o  into  long  explanations. 

Mr.  Savage — I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  with  reference 
to  the  evidence  given  by  Mr.  George  Mallam,  inasmuch  as 
I  was  in  Court  on  the  morning — 

Mr.  Cave— We  can't  listen  to  a  long  winded  explana- 
tion. It  yon  have  got  anything  to  6ay»  put  it  in  writing 
and  give  it  the  Secretary. 

Charles  Dodd,  re-called,  said, — He  paid  his  son  22.  2s. 
for  comingf  rom  London  and  voting— railway  fare  and  loss 
of  time.  He  sent  in  an  account  for  61,  4s.  spent  in  treat- 
ing during  his  canvass,  and  also  an  account  of  91.  4s.  for 
his  services,  but  he  had  not  received  a  farthing  of  it. 

Mr.  Cave — We  cannot  allow  your  expenses ;  aocordiog 
to  your  own  account  you  employed  yourself  in  treating. 

fienrv  Izzard,  Magdalen  Bead,  said,— He  put  bills  np 
at  his  house.  He  asked  Mr^,  Thomas  for  48.  for  doing 
this,  but  he  said  he  had  not  got  it,  and  he  could  not  pay 
him.  He  had  10s.  for  being  la  police  constable  on  the 
polling  day. 

Peter  Ashfield,  Magdalen  Bead,  denied  receiving  158. 
from  Mr.  Thomas. 

Mr.  Bickerton,  Town  Clerk,  produced  some  cheques. 

Charles  Howse,  4,  Worcester  Steeeti  said, — He  was  em- 
ployed by  Thomas  Spokes  for  ten  days  as  a  messenger. 
He  .received  21.  ITs.  There  was  very  little  to  do  at  the 
room,  and  the  refreshments  he  had  he  paid  for.  John  Berry 

Save  him  21,  for  watching  at  night.    He  was  employed  in 
Lpril  and  receit^ed  U,     His  two   brothers  were  also 
engaged. 

George  Smith,  17,  Cardigan  Street,  porter,  said^— He 
received  10s.  from  Mr.  Payne  on  the  election  day  after  he 
bad  voted.  He  understood  he  got  a  subscription  for  him 
n  he  had  been  in  the  Infirmary.    He  had  a  redand  white 
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flag  oat,  and  John  Weller  said  ha  thought  "If  I  went  the 
other  way  there  would  be  a  trifle  for  me.'*  Witness  told 
Mr.  Payne  he  had  voted  for  Mr.  Hall,  and  he  gave  bim 
the  half-sovereign.  Weller  said  to  him,  "  Say  nothing 
about  it,  or  Payne  and  I  will  get  six  months.*' 

Alfred  Henry  AUam,  4,  King  Street,  Jericho,  labourer, 
said, — He  was  employed  by  Mr.  Gregson  as  a  messenger. 
He  received  21,  30s.  Had  31,  10a,  of  Mr.  Payne  for  the 
first  election.  He  told  Mr.  Gregson  and  Mr.  Pajrne  ha 
should  vote  for  Squire  Hall. 

By  Mr.  Bidley— He  did  not  get  any  money  from  Mr. 
Payne  at  the  second  election. 

Mr.  Ridley  pointed  out  to  Mr.  Payne  that  he  had  stated 
that  he  gave  AUam  something  at  the  second  election. 
■  Mr.  Payne  said  there  were  three  men  who  used  to  oome 
to  his  house  (Alien,  Harris  and  Allam),  and  it  was  quite 
possible  he  gave  Allam  a  bit  to  keep  the  other  two  square 
as  he  seemed  to  be  the  Captain  over  them. 

Joseph  Gromm,  Victor  Street,  Jericho,  carpenter, 
received  30s.  for  'being  messenger  at  the  Boebuck  Hotel. 
At  the  first  election  he  was  paid  U,  10s.  for  similar 
work. 

Henry  Watkins,  19,  Jericho-gai^ens,  was  emptied  by 
Mr.  Payne  seven  days,  and  received  £2  10a.  He  had 
lunch  at  Payne's  on  the  polling  day.  He  had  also  15s. 
from  Mr.  Draper,  for  being  on  duty  from  four  to  eleven 
on  the  polling  day,  at  the  Roebuck  HoteL 

Thomas  Leaver,  38,  Clarendon  Street,  painter,  said  he 
was  employed  by  Payne  to  make  himself  generally  usef  al, 
and  received  2^  He  was  employed  at  the  first  election  in 
the  same  way. 

Henry  Long,  48,  Wellington  Street,  faggot  maker,  said, 
— ^At  the  last  election,  about  three  weeks  before  the  polling 
day,  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Payne  to  serve  beer.  He 
received  11,  a  week.  If  there  had  been  no  election  he 
should  have  gone  to  Payne's  at  night  and  received  48.  a 
week.  Mr.  Payne  knew  that  he  was  always  a  *'trne 
blue."    (A  laugh.) 

Thomas  Faulkner, Clarendon3treet,coal  dealer,said,— he 
received  11,  from  Mr.  Payne  for  assisting  in  putting  up 
flags.  He  had  breakfast  on  the  polling  day,  and  generally 
had  a  drop  of  beer  when  he  returned  from  putting  up  the 
flags.    He  was  not  a  voter. 

Thomas  Cleaver,  Jericho  Street,  waterman,Baid,  —He  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Gregson  on  the  polling  day  as  a  fetcher-up 
He  received  70.  6d.  and  partook  of  breakfast  At  the  first 
election  he  did  similar  work,  and  was  paid  lOs.  He  was 
a  voter,  and  Mr.  Gregson  knew  he  was  a  Conservative. 

Edward  Afford,Barnabas  Street,labourer,  said,— -Hewas 
employed  by  Mr.  W.  Plowman  as  a  messenger.  He  was  at 
work  six  days,  and  received  21,  He  was  employed  b^  Mr. 
Buckell  at  the  first  election,  and  received  11,  He  did  not 
apply  to  him  for  employment  in  May.    His  father  was  a 
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Liberal.  He  heard  that  Mr.  Baokell  had  snffident  moD, 
to  he  went  to  the  CboserTatives. 

Henrv  Garter,  11,  High  Street,  St.  Clement's,  gas  fitter 
said,— He  was  employed  by  Mr.  Matthews  as  clerk,  and 
received  [41,  2s.  6d.  in  all.  He  did  not  think  he  gave  a 
receipt  for  the  money.  The  only  refreshments  he  had 
were  those  which  he  paid  for.  He  could  not  say  how 
manv  messengers  were  employed,  as  the  St.  Clement's  and 
Cowley  Road  were  joint  Committee  rooms.  He  believed 
there  were  a  dozen  or  15  bills  pasted  over  the  front  of  his 
house,  but  he  did  not  get  any  money  for  that. 

John  Ludlow,  Magdalen  Road,  gardener,  said, — He  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Matthews  as  a  messenger,  and  received 
2^  10s.  He  had  always  voted  as  a  Conservative.  ^  He  had 
lOs.  from  Draper  for  being  an  orderly  on  the  polling  day. 

Isaac  Shepherd,  Magdalen  Boad,'hawker,  said,~He  was 
not  a  voter.  He  was  employed  by  Mr.  Boddington  on  the 
polling  day  as  a  messenger,  and  received  lOs.  He  only 
went  one  errand.    He  had  lunch  in  Princes  Street. 

John  Bentham,  Howard  Street,  Cowley  Boad,  coal  mer- 
chantfSaid, — He  was  employed  b^  Mr.  Matthews  as  watcher. 
He  received  35s.  He  had  sent  in  a  bill  to  Mr.  Thomas  for 
extra  services  in  watching  the  detectives.  Unfortunately 
,he  was  knocked  down  by  one  of  them.  (A  laugh.)  That 
was  Mr.  Knight.  His  claim  was  102.  He  changed  his 
politics  in  1874. 

Lawrence  Snow,  York  Place,  St.  Clement's,  labourer, 
said, — He  was  employed  by  Mr.  Matthews  as  a  messenger. 
He  received  25^.  He  went  over  to  Abingdon  one  day  for 
Mr.  Draper,  and  was  paid  4s.  He  received  58.  from  Mr. 
Matthews  at  the  first  election.  Dr.  Todd  gave  him  a  glass 
of  beer  on  the  polling  day.  He  had  voted  Conservative 
at  both  elections. 

Samuel  Harris,  Howard  Street,  painter,  said, — He 
^  received  SI.  from  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Howard  Street,  for 
canvassing  and  fetching  up  voters.  He  was  employed  at 
the  first  election  in  the  same  way,  and  Mr.  Praper  paid 
him  62.  shortly  before  the  second  election.  He  was  a 
volunteor,  but  the  money  was  given  him  as  a  gratuity. 

Walter  Bruce.  19,  Albert  Street,  Jericho,  said, — He  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Gregson  on  Friday  and  Saturday  of 
the  election.  He  was  to  canvass  on  Friday  and  vote  on 
Saturday,  and  was  to  receive  7s.  6d  for  canvassing  and  5s. 
for  voting.    (Laughter.) 

Tom  Barney,  Church  Street,  NewHincksey,  foreman  to 
Mr.  Tagart,Bhoemaker, produced  a  list  of  persons  employed 
at  New  Hiockoey  as  far  as  he  could  remember;  and  the 
amounts  they  were  paid.  He  had  not  received  anything 
for  his  services.  He  told  Mr.  Churms  that  52.  would 
Satisfy  him  for  the  two  elections.  A  breakfast  was  pro- 
vided  on  the  polling  day.  On  the  Saturday  when  he  paid 
the  men  he  received  102.  from  Mr.  Charms.  That  was  not 
sufficient  and  Mr.  Draper  gave  him  32.  He  should  like  to 
say  that  Mr.  Q*  Bruuner  offered  Mr.  Jowatt,  the  school- 
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master,  a  Liberal  amnev  of  102.  and  32.  for  himielf  on  tha 
polling  day.  He  refused  it,  as  he  was  on  the  Conservative 
side.  Mr.  Jowatt  had  since  left  Hincksey  as  they  made 
it  unpleasant  for  him. 

William  Barney,  Castle  Street,  carpenter,  brother  of  the 
last  witness,  said  he  was  employed  at  Hincksey  as  a  derk, 
and  received  52. 

James  Deacon,  Friars'  Street,  ^  carpenter,  said  he  waa 
employed  by  Mr.  Dover  at  Abingdon.  Jessie  Arnold 
told  him  that  he  and  Fathers  had  been  told  by  Payne  that 
they  could  have  80s.  if  they  voted  for  Squire  HalL  A  man 
named  Somerville  said  that  Pajme  had  given  him  half-a- 
sovereign  for  witness,  and  he  handed  it  over,  and  Fath'ers 
showed  witness  half-a-sovereign  which  he  also  had  had. 
Mr.  Ballaid,  of  Abingdon,  saw  witness  and  Fathers  after- 
wards,  and  said  they  should  have  a  sovereign  each  if  they 
would  vote  for  Mr.  HalL  They  were  to  go  to  the  Thraa 
Tims  pnblic-honse  at  Abingdon  for  the  money  after  they 
had  done  work.  They  went  and  saw  a  strange  gentleman 
and  Mr.  Ballard,  and  witness  received  a  sovereign.  He 
had  not  seen  the  stranger  since.  On  the  night  before  the 
May  election  witness  was  called  npout  of  his  bed,  and  he 
then  had  22.  given  him  by  Henry  Ward,  for  whom  he  bad 
worked  several  times,  but  there  was  nothing  owing  for 
work,  but  a  receipt  was  made  out  to  that  effect.  On  the 
Wednesday  after  the  election  he  received  5s.  from  Payne. 
He  could  not  say  whether  he  was  on  the  register  in  1874, 
but  he  had  voted  at  three  Greneral  Elections  in  Oxford, 
although  his  age  was  only  25.    (Laughter.) 

The  witness's  expenses  were  refused  on  the  ground  that 
the  Commissioners  thought  he  had  had  enough. 

HeniyCostar,  wheelwright,  Bullingdon  Boad, 'said  that 
Henry  Kempson  came  to  him  and  asked  him  how  he  was 
going  to  vote.  Witness  asked  him  how  he  came  to  change, 
as  he  had  done  so  much  for  Sir  William  Haroourt,  and  ha 
replied  that  if  he  would  vote  for  Mr.  Hall  and  would  have 
a  blue  flag  he  would  give  him  10s.,  and  witness  replied 
that  he  would  sooner  have  his  house  on  fire.  (Laughter.) 
Eempson  said  if  he  voted  for  Mr.  Hall  he  should  find 
something  handsome  under  his  door  afterwards.  He  never 
had  a  sovereign  or  half  >a>sovereign. 

Samuel  Davis,  poultry  dealer,  Hincksey,  said  he  was 
employed  by  Churms  at  the  last  election  for  five  days 
in  sticking  up  and  delivering  bills,  and  had  30s.  He  had 
nothing  else  on  the  occasion.  At  the  first  election  he  had 
36s.  for  driving  on  thepolling  day  for  Churms. 

Mr.  William  Savage  entered  ^e  box. 

Mr.  Cave— Now  what  do  you  want  to  say  7 

Mr.  Savage— WeU,  the  caution  which  you  gave  me  this 
morning  somewhat  intimidates  me. 

Mr.  Cave— I  wish  it  would  have  another  effect  upon 
you  and  make  you  short.  Just  try  and  express  yoonelf  aa 
shortly  as  you  can.    Now  then. 

Mr.  Savage— Probably  yea  will  pat  your  cpieBtion  to  i 
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Mr.  Oave~I  have  no  question  to  put  to  yon.  I  did  not 
ask  you  to  get  into  the  box.    (Laugnter.) 

Mr.  Savage— I  was  Bummened  here  to-day. 

Mr.  Care — ^You  have  been  examined. 

Mr.  Savage — I  know  I  have. 

Mr.  Cave— Then  we  don't  want  you  any  more. 

Mr.  Savage — Will  you  hear  a  statement  from  me  ? 

Mr.  Cave — Yes,  if  you  will  make  it  short. 

Mr.  Savage— Ais  short  as  I  know  how. 

Mr.  Cave — Go  on  then. 

Mr.  Savage— Before  I  begin  I  must  ask  you  a  question. 

Mr.  Cave—  What  do  you  want  to  ask  ? 

Mr.  Savage— That  you  must  not  interrupt  me. 

Mr.  Cave— That  I  shall  not  promise  certainly.  Now 
please  go  out  of  the  box.s.  I  will  not  have  this  waste  of 
time  go  on. 

Mr.  Savage— I  sbould  wish  to  make  a  statement. 

Mr.  Cave— I  will  not  hear  it. 

Mr.  Savage^But  I  do  not  wish  to  be  interrupted  as  yoq 
£d  this  morning. 

Mr.  Cave — Take  him  out  of  the  box,  policeman. 

Savage  was  then  removed. 

George  Scarrott  said  he  was  employed  by  Gynes  as  a 
messenger,  and  received  22. 10s.,  and  for  five  nights'  work 
he  received  5s.  a  night.  At  the  April  election  be  worked 
for  Gimes  for  nineteen  days,  and  had  42.  6s.  The  Libeals 
had  a  type  printing'apparatus,  by  which  they  printed  on  the 
pavements  at  night  "  Mr.  Hall  and  the  Lash,"  and  he  and 
others  went  round  after  them  and  washed  the  words  out 
with  turpentine. 

Henry  Kawlins,  Baddiffe-row,  St.  Giles's,  said  he  had 
10s.  from  Payne,  and  was  not  exactly  employed. 


THIRTY-THIRD  DAY.— Saturday, 

January  1. 

Albert  Savage.  6,  The  Plain,  St.  Clement's,  said  his 
district  was  Cowley.  He  was  employed  by  Mr.  Thomas 
as  canvasser  for  ten  days,  and  received  nothing  for  his 
services.  He  sent  in  a  claim  for  52.  At  the  first  election 
he  received  81,  throug^h  Mr.  Peppercorn  foi  similar  work. 
He  could  not  give  a  list  of  the  persons  who  were  employed 
at  Gordon's  Committee  room,  but  they  were  taken  on 
solely  by  witness's  recommendatioii  to  Mr.  Thomas.  He 
canvassed  117  voters,  and  obtained  a  majority  of  eleven  for 
Mr.  Hidl.  In  the  list  of  names  produced  were  those  of 
several  militia  sergeants,  who  were  put  on  by  Colonel 
Hall,  and  there  was  also  the  name  of  iJavis,  of 
Headington  Qaarry,  who  had  admitted  to  witness  that  he 
had  received  a  ton  of  coal  from  Mr.  Buckell  to  vote  for  Sir 
William  Harconrt.    He  said  that  in  August,  after  the 
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petition,  at  the  Black  Horse  Inn,  St.  Clement's,  a  Liberal 
house.  Witness  was  determined  to  find  oat  about  it,  and 
he  first  of  all  denied  ha^inf;  received  the  coal  for  his  vote. 
At  the  petition,  witness  and  Mr.  Lyne,  of  the  White  Hart, 
were  charged  with  giving  a  pint  of  beer  to  a  man  for  his 
vote.  In  consequence  of  what  he  heard  he  went  to 
Headington,  and  was  there  told  that  Davis  had  never  had 
a  ton  of  coal  before  in  his  life,  and  that  it  would  scarcely 
go  into  his  washhouse.  He  was  told  that  Davis  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  haviog  his  coal  in  by  the  half-cwt., 
and  that  loog  Van  Venables,  a  water  bailiff,  and  Harris, 
a  short  man,  a  tailor,  came  to  canvass  Davis,  but  he  was 
not  at  home.  He  believed  that  Buckell  had  summoned 
Davis  in  the  County  Court,  but  he  thought  it  was  all  a 
sham.  There  were  86  persons  employed,  he  believed,  in 
the  Cowley  district,  and  he  recommended  most  of  them  to 
be  put  on.  As  regarded  Purser,  the  first  time  he  saw  him 
was  at  Goddard's,  a  beer  house,  in  St.  Clement's,  and  he 
said  he  was  a  Liberal,  and  a  Birmingham  man.  The  next 
time  he  saw  him  was  at  Goddard's  Committee  room,  when 
he  came  in  with  a  note  which  had  been  opened ;  he  then 
said  he  was  a  staunch  Conservative,  and  wanted  to  be  put 
on  as  a  canvasser  or  messenger,  and  to  have  his  house  for 
a  Committee  room.  He  said  he  had  been  doing  good  work 
for  Mr.  Hall.  Witness  told  him  that  his  room  could  not 
be  engared,  but  if  he  called  again  about  the  employment 
he  would  have  an  answer.  Purser  said  he  was  in  great 
distress,  and  that  his  wife  had  been  confined  and  the  child 
was  dead,  and  a  few  shillings  would  do  him  good.  He 
also  said  that  he  had  been  employed  b^  Gynes  at  the  first 
election.  When  Mr.  Thomas  came  m  be  implored  him 
not  to  have  anything  to  do  with  Purser,  as  he  knew  ha 
was  a  Birmingham  man,  and  that  he  was  connected  with 
NuttalL  The  third  time  he  saw  him  was  when  he,  witness, 
was  with  Mr.  Hall,  the  candidate,  and  he  then  detailed 
his  distress,  but  Mr.  Hall  deciioed  to  give  him  anything 
because  it  was  election  time.  Witness  had  cautioned  Mr. 
Hall  not  to  be  caught  in  a  trap  by  Purser,  because  he 
knew  that  he  was  employed  by  Nuttall,  and  that  there 
was  an  endeavour  to  catch  him  bribing.  Ban  well  supplied 
the  materials  for  the  flags.  Albert  Smith  did  not  supply 
any  refreshments  that  he  was  aware  of.  He  thought  Mr. 
Mallam  had  said  that  Nuttall  was  here  as  a  personatitm  agent 
but  how  could  he  do  so  when  he  did  not  know  people  ?  Nuttall 
took  a  man  named  Baskervilleinto  the  St.  Clement's  polling 
booth  to  personate  a  nian  named  Barf oot,  of  Tork-place, 
and,  because  he  was  refused,  Nuttall  said  "Nevermind,  we 
will  try  elsewhere."  Nuttall  then  took  Baskeprville  to  the 
Princes  Street  booth,  and  again  attempted  to  personate 
him  as  Barfoot,  of  Magdalen-road.  Baskerville  had  pre- 
viously told  witness  that  he  had  not  got  a  vote. 
Nehemiah  Nash,  of  Eynsham,  had  told  witness  that  Aid. 
Saunders  had  aakdd  him  for  bis  vote  for  Sir  William 
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Harooort,  and  he  declined  to  promise  becaiue  of  his 
health.  Dalies,  a  saddler,  of  Eynsham,  said  that  Aid. 
Saunders  had  requested  him  to  knovr  whether  a  '*  ^uid  *' 
would  be  of  any  good  to  him  for  his  vote  for  Sir  William 
Harcourt,  and  he  told  him  to  take  it  back  to  Aid. 
Saunders,  as  he  had  never  been  bribed  and  never  would 
be.  A  Birmingham  policeman  told  him  that  if  Sir 
William  Harcourt  was  returned,  there  were  two  coffins  in 
the  Clarendon-yard  which  the  Liberals  intended  carrying 
round  the  town,  and  then  there  would  be  a  frightful  row. 
They  also  had  a  mourning  card,  on  which  was  printed  the 
following : — 

'*The  mortal  remains  of  old  Torjrism  were  con- 
signed to  their  la»t  resting  (place,  on  Wednesday, 
March  3ist,  1880.  The  funeral  cortege  was  formed  at  the 
cities,  and  passed  through  the  boroughs  of  England,  Scot- 
land, old  Ireland,  and  Wales.  A  solemn  oration  was 
delivered  over  their  mortal  remains.  The  service  was  as 
follows :  ^  0,  man,  that  is  born  a  Tory  hath  but  a  short 
time  to  live,  and  is  full  of  humbug ;  he  springeth  up  like 
a  fungus,  withereth  like  a  cauliflower,  and  is  seen  no 
more  ;  in  the  midst  of  life  and  hope  he  meets  his  death, 
O,  Lord  Beaconsfield  have  mercy  on  their  foolishness,  and 
deliver  them  not  again  unto  the  bitter  pains  and  disap- 
pointments of  elections,  especially  in  the  ancient  city  of 
Oxford.  Forasmuch  as  it  hath  pleased  our  brethren  here 
departed ;  we  therefore  commit  their  bodies  to  their  own 
homes,  in  hope  of  no  return." 

gioui  laughter.)  The  <  coffins  were  made  bv  Mr. 
over  and  Mr.  Leverett.  In  conversation,  be  had 
been  told  that  Nuttall  would  round  on  the  Liberals 
if  he  did  not  receive  6002.,  and  it  had  been  reported 
to  him  that  Loder's  bill  for  bill  posting  was  so 
heavy  because  there  was  so  much  "  gold  size  *'  in  the 
paste.  He  went  about  a  great  deal,  but  never  saw  an^ 
treating,  and  if  there  was  any,  he  waa  of  opinion  that  it 
was  done  bv  the  Liberal  detectives.  As  regarded  intimi- 
dation, he  had  been  told  that  an  old  man  named  Fleet- 
wood, who  had  received  6d.  a  week  for  some  years,  was 
told  by  Mr.  Wootten  Wootten  that  he  would  discontinue 
the  amount  if  he  voted  against  Sir  William  Harcourt. 
The  Oonservative  voters  were  tampered  with  by  the 
Liberals  at  the  booth,  especially  by^  a  man  named  Tyler, 
and  at  Gloucester-green  Conservative  voters  were  kept 
for  twenty  minutes  during  their  breakfast  hour,  so  that 
they  should  not  vote.  As  regarded  the  interior  arrange- 
ments of  the  booths,  he  could  say  that  the  returning 
officer,  in  every  case  a  Radical,  was  in  such  a  position 
that  he  could  see  how  every  man  voted.  A  man  named 
William  Smith,  of  Jericho,  had  told  witness  that  he  was 
dragged  by  the  Liberals  before  he  was  taken  to  Mr. 
MaUam's  office  to  give  eWdence  for  the  petition.  Then 
again  oeitain  imitation   coins  were  used,  extensiyely 
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Qsedi  by  the  Xiberals  in  the  Friars,  for  certain  purposes 
during  the  election.  A  man  named  Knight  had  threatened 
several  persons,  and  Mr.  MorrelPs  bronze  gates  had  been 
tarred.  Of  ^  course  when  Aid.  Saunders  offered  the 
sovereign  witness  was  not  aware  whether  he  was  so 
illiterate  that  he  did  not  know  that  it  was  illegal. 

By  Mr.  Ridley — Mr.  Lambert,  the  personation  agent, 
believed  that  Baakerville  was  Barf oot  at  first.  There  were 
two  voters  named  Barf  oot  on  the  register,  one  of  whom 
lived  in  York  Place  and  the  other  in  Magdalen  road.  He 
might  have  mentioned  this  tale  about  Aid.  Saunders 
before,  and  he  had  been  told  dozens  and  dozens  of  tales 
of  bribery  on  the  part  of  the  Liberals,  but  the  parties  were 
afraid  for  various  reasons  to  come  forward.  The  landlord 
of  the  Swan,  on  the  New  Koael,  named  Willis,  had  said 
that  there  were  three  clear  cases  of  bribery  against  Mr. 
Chitty  at  the  first  election.  He  could  not  remember  the 
names  of  any  other  persons  who  had  been  bribed,  or  who 
had  told  him  of  bribery,  but  there  were  dozens  of  cases 
reported  to  bim.  He  maintained  that  the  Ballot  gave 
the  Conservatives  the  victory,  as  the  poor  Liberals  had 
the  votes  of  the  men  who  were  employed  by  the  Looal 
Board  and  other  public  bedies,  when  it  was  open  voting, 
or  they  would  have  been  discharged.  He  believed  if  there 
had  not  been  so  much  distress  in  the  town  that  not  one 
half  the  persons  who  were  employed  would  have  been  em- 
ployed, and  he  also  had  good  reasons  for  stating  that. 
Cooper  was  the  Liberal  *'Man  in  the  Moon"  in  St 
Thomas's. 

James  Fidgetts,  1,  St.  Mary's  Boad,  said,— He  was 
known  as  "  Fidgetty  Jem,"  and  was  not  a  voter.  He  was 
engaged  as  an  orderly  at  the  Princes  Street  polling  place 
on  the  polling  day,  and  was  paid  lOs.  by  Draper.  He  had 
never  said  he  had  voted,  and  that  it  had  paid  him  well. 
He  had  never  voted  in  his  life.  He  thought  it  was  best 
left  alone,  and  then  neither  party  could  ba  offended. 
(Laughter^ 

Georee  Terry,  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  Charles  Street, 
said, — He  canvassed  at  the  last  election,by  direction  of  Mr. 
Thomas,  and  was  paid  5^.  by  David  Thompson,  of 
Howard  Street,  about  three  week's  ago.  He  gave  him  a 
receipt  for  it.  He  had  sent  in  a  claim  for  boards  and  flag- 
staves,  amounting  to  52.  5s.,  which  had  not  been  paid. 
The  tnings  were  ordered  by  means  of  a  note  from  Brewer's 
Committee  room.  He  had  to  make  some  large  boards 
for  bills.  He  made  seme  flag  poles  privately  for  Banwell. 
He  Bent  in  no  account  for  his  services  because  he  was  asked 
to  volunteer,  and  he  did  not  know  why  he  was  paid. 

Thomas  Boddington,  Magdalen  Boad,  said, — He  was 
a  grocer,  &c.  He  was  employed  by  Mr.  Thomas,  as  can- 
vasser, and  had  51.  sent  in  a  bill  for  things  aelivered 
from  his  shop  to  Davidson's  Committee  room,  but  it  had 
not  b^en  settled.     He  had  not  receired  37.  from  BCr. 
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Thomas.  He  engraged  22  or  23  orderlies  for  i]Cdling  day  by 
direction  of  Mr.ThomaB.  There  was  a  meeting  held  and  Mr. 
Thomas  told  witness  and  others  to  pat  as  many  orderlies  on 
as  they  could,  even  if  it  was  a  hundred.  Anybody  was 
employed  who  applied,  and  there  was  no  trouble  to  get  the 
nnmber.  Only  two  voters  came  to  him,  and  he  could  not 
say  whether  all  tbe  other  voters  were  employed  as  mes- 
sengers. 

The  witness  was  refused  his  expenses,  Mr.  Cave 
telling  him  and  those  who  had  taken  part  in  engaging 
persons  and  had  helped  to  bring  the  great  expense  of  the 
Commission  on  the  city,  they  would  not  be  allowed 
them.     (Applause.) 

Jamus  Stroadley,  Victor  Street,  said— He  was  engaged 
by  Buckell  and  Sheldon,  and  received  SI.  5s.  for  making 
flags  and  poles.  At  the  first  election  he  "  messed  about*' 
with  Dunsby  on  the  polling  day,  and  had  48. 

John  Hitchmao,  tailor,  George  Street,  said — He  was 
not  a  voter.  He  was  employed  by  Mr.  Thomas  as  a 
messenger,  and  was  paid  1^.  53.  Benjamin  Bennett  told 
witness  he  would  not  give  him  a  job,  but  he  was  to  go 
about  and  offer  people  money  to  turn.  He,  witness,  was 
to  take  the  men  to  Bennett,  and  he  would  pay  them  and 
also  him  for  his  trouble.  Bennett  said  he  could  not  do  it 
himself,  because  he  was  a  voter,  and  it  would  not  matter 
about  witness  doing  it,  because  he  was  a  non-voter. 
Witaess  never  offered  people  money. 

Henry  Edmonds  produced  a  list  of  those  persons  who 
did  not  vote  on  the  first  occasion  and  did  on  the  second, 
which  he  bad  made  from  memory. 

Frederick  Smith,  13,  Albert  Street,  Jericho,  said  he 
was  employed  on  the  polling  day  by  Mr.  Mabbatt  in 
going  round  with  the  cab  drivers  to  show  them  where  the 
voters  lived.  He  received  5s.  He  had  not  received  21, 
from  Mr.  Gregson. 

Thomas  Doliey,  landlord  of  the  Dolphin,  said—He  wai 
a  poll  clerk,  and  had  not  been  paid.  The  messengers  on 
the  polling  day  had  a  pint  of  beer  and  a  sandwich  each, 
for  which  he  had  not  been  paid.  He  did  not  know  whether 
the  account  had  been  sent  in,  but  it  was  in  the  books,  and 
he  would  have  a  copy  of  it  made.  There  was  no  beer  sup- 
plied to  people  at  his  house  without  payment. 

William  Wall,  52,  Friars*  Street,  metal  dealer,  said  ha 
was  employed  by  Jackson  for  the  protection  of  the  ookn- 
mittee  room  windows.  (Laughter.)  He  had  2L  10s.  for 
being  there  ten  nights.  Mr.  Gregson  made  him  a  present 
of  one  sovereign,  and  he  asked  Mr.  Draper  to  make 
kim  a  present  of  another,  and  he  did  so.  (Laughter.) 
He  bad  41.  59.  for  protecting  the  windows  and  SOs.  off  Mr. 
Matthews,  of  St.  Clement's,  for  nothing.  (Laughter.) 
Albert  Savage  asked  him  to  go  down  to  St.  Clement's  and 
bring  two  good  men  with  him ;  he  did  so,  and  they  were 
there  three  days  doing  nothing  but  walking  about.     One 
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of  the  good  men  had  17a.  6d.  and  the  other  5s.,  the 
last  receiving  no  more  because  it  was  found  that  he  was 
no  good  of —that  be  could  not  fight.  (Laughter.)  Gynea 
gaye  him  21,  6a,  for  doing  nothinfir.  (Laughter.)  Mr. 
Thomas  gave  him  308.  also  for  nothing— in  fact,  he  didn't 
do  no  work  for  him,  beyond  having  a  round  or  two  with  a 
man,  which  was  a  pleasure  to  him  sometimes.  Mr.  Draper 
gave  him  altogether  31,  A  gentleman  he  did  not  know 
gave  him  Ss.  on  the  night  of  the  polling  day.  He  had  a 
note  come  to  his  house,  asking  him  to  go  to  the  Liberal 
Central  Oonunittee  room,  and  saw  Mr.  Bickerton ;  he 
wanted  witness  to  get  three  men  to  go  to  a  meeting  at 
Hiucksey,  in  order  to  protect  the  Liberals  if  thtre  was  a 
row.  He  did  not  get  the  men,  but  went  himself,  and 
before  going  he  asked  for  30s.  for  refreshments.  (Laughter.) 
He  gave  witness  5s.  He  went  to  see  if  he  could  not  get 
more  out  of  the  Liberals  than  the  Conservatives,  but  the 
Liberals  told  him  they  only  wanted  him  occasionally,  and 
as  he  had  got  no  regular  job  he  went  back  to  the  Conser- 
vatives. He  did  not  make  8^.  or  9^  out  of  the  election, 
because  he  had  to  keep  a  fighting  man  for  a  week. 
(Laughter.)  The  fighting  man  was  Bill  Phillips,  of  Bir- 
mingham, who  came  into  the  town  hard  up,  and  witness 
took  him  down  to  Gynes.  At  the  first  election  he  got 
52.  159.,  partly  from  Mr.  Dayman  and  Mabbatt.  He  had 
something  from  Bennett,  but  not  more  than  2s.  He  could 
not  swear  that  he  did  not  have  something  from  Mr.  Wells ; 
he  could  not  recollect  having  3^  10s.  or  42.  from  him,  as 
stated,  for  "  body  guard." 

Mr.  Goddard  informed  the  Court  that  Wall  did  receive 
42.  from  Mr.  Wells. 

Ernest  Rose,  Bridport  Street,  said — ^He  was  employed 
by  Gynes  as  messenger,  and  received  21,  10s.  They  were 
but  into  the  malt-house  yard  out  of  the  waj,  and  fetched 
out  as  they  were  required.  Sometimes  there  were  a  dozen 
there  and  sometimes  more.  He  had  12.  after  the  election 
for  watching  the  flags. 

William  Matthews,  Princes  Street,  St.  Clement's,  said 
— He  was  employed  as  a  messenger,  and  was  paid  30s. 
at  Messrs.  Walsh's  office. 

Alfred  Johnson,  carpenter,  formerly  of  Charles  Street, 
said — He  was  employed  by  Mr.  Thomas,  as  messenger, 
and  received  22.  16s.,  and  he  also  had  32.  15s.  as  a  mes- 
senger from  Matthews ;  it  beios:  for  one  and  the  same 
work..  (Laughter.)  He  had  7s.  6d.  a  day  from  one  com- 
mittee room  and  5s.  from  the  other.  (Laughter.)  He 
worked  at  the  first  election,  but  got  nothing  for  it. 

The  witness's  expenses  were  refused. 

Edward  Melnai  said— He  received  22.  from  Mi^tthewa 
for  being  messenger.  He  was  not  at  the  committee  room 
at  his  mother's,  but  at  Bacon's. 
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THIRTY-FOURTH  DAY.— Monday, 

January  3. 

Henry  Newport,  62,  Observatory  street,  bookbinder  in 
May  but  commisBion  agent  now,  said  he  was  a  canvasser 
for  the  Conservatives  in  the  Bt.  Giles's  district  at  the  May 
election,  bnt  had  not  sent  in  any  claim.  He  was  really  a 
volanteer,  but  he  did  not  know  whether  he  would  be  paid 
or  not.  He  assisted  in  fetching  up  voters,  and  he  and  two 
others  got  15  to  the  poll.  He  was  asked  to  provide  re- 
freshments for  the  fetcbers-up  for  four  streets,  and  he  was 
paid  the  amount  by  Turner — 11. 168.  for  them,  and  158.  for 
the  use  of  the  room.  He  did  not  get  71.  Is.  The  hand- 
writing  produced  he  believed  to  be  that  of  his  father, 
whose  name  was  Henry,  and  he  lived  at  4^,  Great 
Clarendon-street,  and  he  might  have  supplied  refresh- 
ment to  Mr.  Gregson*s  clerks.  No  money  had  pased 
through  his  hands.  He  was  employed  as  a  canvasser  at 
the  first  election,  and  was  paid  91. 10s.  by  Owen.  He  also 
had  11. 12s.  6d.  for  supplying  refreshments  and  15b,  for  the 
use  of  the  room. 

John  Cooper,  West-eonrt,  Little  Clarendon -street,  a 
shunter,  said  he  was  employed  at  the  election  by  Payne  on 
the  polling  day,  and  received  lOs.  for  brinering  up  voters. 

Mr.  Cave  told  Payne  that  there  was  a  Thomas  Cooper 
in  his  list,  of  West-court,  for  11. 5a. 

Payne  said  it  was  quite  a  mistake,  as  he  paid  only  lOs. 
to  John  Cooper.  It  was  10a.  in  his  copy  at  home,  and  how 
the  mistake  was  made  he  did  not  know. 

Alexander  K.  Stowell,  40,  St.  Giles's-terrace,  general 
agent,  said  he  employed  himself  as  canvasser  for  the  Con- 
servatives at  the  May  election,  not  knowing  what  he 
should  have  for  his  services.  He  had  either  3^.  10s.  or  ^. 
158.  brought  to  him  by  Bedford.  He  made  a  rttom  of  his 
canvass  and  sent  it  in  to  the  St.  Gileses  committee  room. 
On  the  polling  day  he  watched  to  see  that  the  Conservative 
voters  were  not  tampered  with.  He  did  not  think  he  had 
9^  10s.  over  the  first  election ;  he  was  not  quite  sure.  He 
was  a  '*  volunteer"  at  both  elections. 

Mr.  Kobert  Thomas,  Tutor  of  St.  Alban  Hall,  re-called, 
said  he  had  not  made  out  another  list,  because  unfortunately 
he  could  not.  The  list  as  regarded  the  May  election  was, 
BO  far  as  he  knew,  correct. 

Mr.  Cave  said  there  were  more  employed  than  were 
down.  It  only  contains  90  names,  and  I  am  not  satisfied 
you  are  telling  us  all  you  can. 

Mr.  Thomes  said  he  presumed  the  list  was  correct.  He 
called  several  persons  together,  inasmuch  as  he  knew  very 
little  of  the  men  employed. 

Mr.  Cave — You  and  Mr.  Draper  together  paid  awav 
1952.    These  are  all  pat  down  as  if  they  had  not  Deen  paid. 

Hh2 
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Mr.  Thomas— Yoa  have  the  list  I  iftent  in. 
Mr.  Cave — You  see  87  only  are  put  down  as  being  paid. 
Mr.  Thomas— Yes;  I  don't  remember. 
Mr.  Cave— Yon  paid  away  195^  as  well  as  40/.,  that  is 
235^    You  don't  profess  to  account  for  more  than  123^. 
Mr.  Thomas — That  is  all  I  really  can  account  for. 
Mr.  Gave — ^But  you  must  account  for  it,  or  we  shall 
have  to  report  you. 

Mr.  Thomas— I  shall  be  pleased  to  fall  in  with  your 
wish.  I  called  a  meeting  and  did  all  I  conld.  I  was  a 
perfect  stranger  to  the  neighbourhood.  It  is  for  those  who 
know  the  people  to  supply  the  information. 

Mr.  Cave — ^You  paid  away  the  money  and  you  most 
give  us  the  information. 

Mr.  Thomas — Ob,  no ;   I  beg  your  pardon,  Mr.  Draper 
paid  away  most  of  the  money.    I  paid  away  40^. 
Mr.  Cave — ^You  stood  by  when  Mr.  Draper  paid  the  1902. 
Mr.  Thomas— I  rendered  myself  morally  responsible. 
Mr.  Cave— I  am  not  at  all  satisfied  with  these  account?, 
and  I  do  not  think,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  yon  will 
get  a  certificate. 

Mr.  Thomas— Well,  I  can't  help  that.  I  have  done 
what  I  could  for  yon. 

Mr.  Cave — ^Very  well,  you  must  take  your  own  course. 
With  regard  to  Uie  April  accounts  you  have  not  sent  in 
any  account. 

Mr.  Thomas — I  have  no  data  to  go  upon.  I  flhall  be 
pleased  to  give  you  all  the  information  I  can. 

Mr.  Cave — As  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  will  be  no  party 
to  giving  you  a  certificate. 

Mr.  Thomas  —I  can't  help  that.  I  have  done  what  I 
know  to  be  right  myself.    I  can't  possibly  help  it. 

Mr.  Cave— I  shall  call  the  attention  of  the  Attorney- 
General  to  your  case.  I  consider  you  are  almost  one  of 
the  worst  bribers  in  the  place. 

Mr.  Thomas— I  am  sorry  to  hear  you  say  that ;  it  is  not 
80.    I  have  sent  in  every  possible  item. 

Mr.  Cave— Well,  you  have  spent  an  enormoos  amount 
of  money. 
Mr.  Thomas — I  have  sent  in  every  possible  item. 
Mr.   Cave — I  give  you  fair  warning.    You  take  your 
own  course  and  do  what  you  consider  best.    You  have  put 
down  Peter  Ashfield  for  15s.    He  says  he  did  not  have  the 
money. 
Mr.  Thomas— He  is  wrong. 

Ashfield  was  called,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Thomas  said  a 
person  whom  he  did  not  know  gave  him  158. 
By  Mr.  Cave — He  did  not  know  what  it  was  for. 
Mr.  Cave  said  Ashfield  would  not  have  his  expenses. 
He  had  come  there  to  deceive  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Cave  (to  Mr.  Thomas) — I  must  again  impress  on 
you  the  serious  position  in  which  you  stand.  You  wUi  be 
returned  in  the  schedule  as  a  briber. 
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Mr.  Thom«fl— I  am  sorry  to  hear  it.  '* 

Mr.  Gave— That  is  beyond  all  question,  and  you  will  be 
Bchednled  amongst  the  worst  in  this  place.  That  is  the 
unanimous  opinion  of  myself  and  ooUeagues;  therefore 
you  stand  in  a  very  awkward  positioo.  unless  we  give 
you  a  oertiScate  you  will  be  prosecuted  for  bribery,  and  I 
recommend  you  *o  do  the  best  you  can  to  satisfy  us  and 
give  us  information.  You  had  better  get  these  people 
together  and  ascertain  what  sums  were  paid,  because  at 
present  the  accounts  are  highly  unsatisfactory.  I  strongly 
and  most  earnestly  recommend  you  to  do  this,  because  you 
stand  in  very  great  peril. 

Mr.  Thomas — Well,  I  will  take  your  hint,  and  do  all  I 
oan  to  supplement  the  efforts  I  have  made  by  a  similar 
process,  but  my  impression  is  that  I  cannot  add  to  it. 
Only  those  who  know  the  neighbourhood  can  do  it. 

Mr.  Cave—It  will  be  in  your  interest  to  do  so.  Send  in 
the  information  as  soon  as  possible. 

Thomas  Bedford,  Little  Clarendon-street,  said  he  was 
employed  as  canvasser  with  Stowell  in  St.  Giles's,  and  he 
made  returns  every  evening.  He  generally  went  about 
with  Lewingdon,  as  he  was  afraid  of  the  other  side,  especi- 
ally the  party  at  Jericho  House,  which  was  one  of  the 
most  notable  houses  in  the  district.  There  was  a  meeting 
on  one  Sunday  night  at  Jericho  House,  which  was  noisy 
sometimes.  Owen  gave  him  the  money,  about  8Z.  or  92., 
for  the  fetchers-up,  and  those  who  formed  the  guard.  He 
had  sent  in  a  bill  for  refreshments  amounting  to  42.  10s. 
for  the  two  elections.  He  had  had  nothing  for  the  second 
election.  He  was  paid  10s.  a  day  for  18  or  19  days  at  the 
first  election,  and  21.  on  account  of  refreshments.  They 
were  all  total  strangeis,  and  all  but  two  non- voters.  He 
heard  of  no  instance  of  a  voter  being  molested.  He  gave 
a  list  of  the  fetchers-up  and  guards  to  Owen,  who  had  a 
receipt  from  witness  of  the  amount  paid  to  him  for 
them. 

Owen  said  he  did  not  know  what  had  become  of  the  list. 

The  witness  was  requested  to  make  out  a  list  of  the 
persons  employed. 

Mr.  E.  Turner,  3,  Little  Clarendon-street,  ironmonger, 
said  he  was  a  volunteer  canvasser  for  the  Conservatives  in 
St.  Giles's ;  he  had  received  no  money,  and  expected  none. 
He  employed  seven  bringers-up  on  the  polling  day,  whom 
he  paid  7s.  6d.  each,  the  money  being  supplied  by  Owen. 
He  had  not  received  91. 10s.  As  he  was  not  going  to  have 
the  money  himself,  he  did  not  care  to  give  Owen  a  receipt 
for  the  money,  and  so  asked  his  son  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Turner,  jun.,  said  he  was  not  a  voter,  and  had  not 
received  any  money.  He  signed  the  reeeipt  referred  to  by 
his  father.    He  fetched  up  two  voters. 

Thomas  Hales,  telegraph  lineman,  said  he  received  5s. 
for  erecting  a  flag  at  the  Brewery.  He  had  half -a-sovereign 
from  Mififl  Wells  after  the  election.    That  was  a  present. 
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It  was  ctrtftinly  not  for  hia  vote,  beeaaae  he  was  too  staunoh 
a  Conservative  for  that.    (Laughter.) 

Henry  Brown,  18,  Jericho-street,  smith,  said  he  was 
employed  by  Mr.  G-regaon  as  a  mSssenger,  and  received  358. 
He  received  2Z.  lOs.  in  April. 

Moses  Hanbrook,  Henley-street,  said  he  formerly  lived 
at  64,  Crahham-street,  but  his  landlord,  Edward  Barratt, 
turned  him  out  over  the  election.  He  had  a  bine  flag  at 
his  house.  He  was  employed  as  a  messenger,  and  re- 
ceived 21.  lOs.  in  April,  and  11. 15s.  in  May.  His  landlord 
said,  *'  Of  course  you  will  vote  for  the  Liberal's  !  vote  for 
brains  instead  of  grains.**  (Laughter.)  He  replied,  '*  All 
rig(ht.» 

Jesse  Foster,  11,  Albert-street,  brewer,  said  he  was  em- 
^oyed  as  a  messenger  by  Mr.  G-regson  on  the  polling  day. 
He  received  78.  6d.,  and  5b.  for  having  the  bills  pasted  on 
his  house.  He  was  employed  at  the  first  election  in  the 
same  way,  and  received  7s.  6d.  Four  other  members  of 
his  family  were  also  employed. 

James  Hemmings,  41,  Ohnrch-street,  bricklayer,  said  he 
was  employed  as  a  messenger  and  bill  poster  by  Messrs. 
Berry  and  Bennett.  He  received  21.  He  did  not  know 
what  he  called  himself.  (A  laugh.)  He  did  as  he  thought 
proper. 

Charles  Bo  well,  Cranham -street,  soda  water  manufac- 
turer, said  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Gregson  as  canvasser, 
and  received  5^  5s.  Me  received  91.  lOs.^  in  April.  Mr. 
Payne  gave  him  hslf-a-sovereign,  and  it  was  spent  in 
treating.  He  called  at  Payne's,  Mr.  Beath's,  St. Clement's, 
the  Black  Horse,  and  others  too  numerous  to  mention. 
He  did  not  go  to  Mr.  Bing's,  at  the  Lion,  or  Payne's ;  at 
least  he  did  not  know  their  names.  He  went  to  Liberal 
as  well  as  Conservative  houses. 

Witness  asked  for  his  expenses,  but  Mr.  Cave  declined 
to  allow  them  as  he  had  admitted  he  had  treated  at  houses 
too  numerous  to  mention. 

Mr.  Payne,  re-called,  said  he  gave  four  men  21,  between 
them  at  the  Koyal  Oak,  and  the  last  witness  was  one  of 
them. 

Mr.  John  Dumbleton,  Worcester  Terrace,  grocer,  said — 
He  was  not  employed  and  did  not  receive  any  money  dur- 
ing the  election.  On  the  Saturday  before  the  last  election 
he  saw  John  Jones.  He  called  him  into  his  shop.  Witness 
said  he  had  a  small  debt  against  him  which  had  been 
standing  for  some  time.  Before  it  was  contracted  his  wife 
had  been  a  good  customer,  and  he  said  he  would  scratch 
it  off  if  he  would  deal  with  him  as  before.  On  making 
out  the  receipt  he  handed  it  to  him, 'and  the  man  said  that 
was  not  his  name.  Witness  took  it  back  at  once,  and  said 
he  was  sorry,  and  handed  him  a  half-a-sovereign  because 
of  the  mistake.  He  stopped  a  short  time,  and  in  the  course 
of  conversation  he  said  he  hoped  the  Squire  would  get  in. 
He  did  not  canvais  anyone.    He  had  a  conversation  with 
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Mr.  Brown,  a  colieg^e  servant,  who  owed  him  money  for 
goods  supplied.  He  asked  him  if  he  was  going  away  in 
the  Long  Vacation,  and  he  said  he  did  not  think  he  wae. 
Witness  told  him  that  if  he  could  put  a  half-a-aovereign  in 
his  way  he  would.  He  did  not  attempt  to  bribe  a  man 
named  Bowley.  They  had  a  conversation  about  the  elec- 
tion, and  he  said  Mr.  Hall,  who  was  a  citizen,  would  be 
more  likely  to  assist  him  with  5s.  than  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt, 
if  he  required  it. 

John  Jones,  38,  Nelson  Street,  plasterer,  said — ^Dum- 
bleton  told  him  to  go  into  his  shop  and  asked  what  he 
thought  of  the  little  Squire,  and  he  replied  he  thought  he 
would  get  in.  He  said  he  owed  him  a  little  bill,  and  not 
knowing  it  he  thought  his  **  old  woman"  had  been  sticking 
up.  (Laughter.)  He  said  he  would  give  him  10s.  to 
exempt  him  from  it,  and  he  then  asked  for  a  receipt. 
When  witness  mentioned  his  name  was  Jones  and  net 
Clifford,  he  would  not  give  him  a  receipt.  As  Dumbletoa 
handed  the  half-sovereign  he  said  "  I  am  not  a  paid  agent." 
He  did  not  tell  him  he  could  get  people  to  vote. 

Dumbleton  said  Jones  came  to  his  shop  on  the  polling 
day,  and  said  he  could  get  several  people  to  vote  but  they 
wanted  money.  He  told  him  he  had  no  money  to  give 
him,  and  he  was  to  get  out  of  the  shop.  He  had  seen  him 
repeatedly  drunk,  and  when  he  went  down  the  street 
nearly  knocked  the  pails  down. 

William  Bowley,  33,  Nelson  Street,  said  he  saw  Mr. 
Dumbleton,  and  he  asked  him  who  he  was  going  to  vote 
for.  He  replied  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt.  Dumbleton  told  him 
that  if  he  voted  for  Mr.  Hall  he  would  get  5s.  Witness 
replied  that  he  would  not  sell  his  principles  for  all  Mr. 
HalPs  Brewery.  He  had  been  a  voter  many  years,  and 
never  received  a  farthinsr. 

By  Mr.  Cave— He  did  not  say  before  the  Judges  that  he 
allowed  his  place  to  be  covered  with  red  bills. 

Mr.  Wells,  re-called,  said  he  believed  that  his  daughter 
paid  Hiles  10s.,  and  two  other  men  a  similar  sum  for 
hoisting  flags  in  different  places.  He  had  nothing  to  do 
with  Allen  paying  them,  xhey  hoisted  flags  by  witness's 
authority.  Steele  and  Brookings  were  the  other  two. 
There  fwas  no  doubt  he  paid  a  portion  of  the  money  him- 
self. All  memorandums  were  destroyed.  It  was  im- 
possible  to  tell  how  11.  lOs.  came  to  be  down  to  Hiles's 
name,  or  21,  to  Brookings,  but  there  was  no  doubt  the 
money  was  paid  if  it  was  down. 

Hiles  was  called,  and  said  he  put  up  the  flags  voluntarily, 
and  with  no  expectation  of  being  paid.  ^  He  received  10s. 
only.  It  was  done  very  quick  when  Miss  Wells  gave  him 
the  money,  and  he  could  not  recollect  that  anything  was 
said.  He  bad  made  a  mistake  when  he  said  that  he  received 
no  more  than  5s.  for  the  flags. 

Miss  Martha  Gertrude  Mary  Wells  said  she  remembered 
paying  Hiles  IDs.  for  what  he  did.    She   might  have 
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tapped  the  window  for  him  to  come  in,  and  ehe  believed 
she  paid  him  at  her  father's  requeRt.  She  only  paid  Hiles 
and  Steele  lOa,  each,  and  she  did  so  because  they  had 
worked,  bat  whether  it  was  before  or  after  the  election  she 
did  not  know. 

Mr.  Evetts,  recalled,  said — I  wish  to  make  a  statement. 
The  counting  of  votes  was  completed  by  7  p.m.  on  Satur- 
day, May  8th.    The  writ  was  made  out  immediately  after 
the  counting  was  finished,  and  was  sent  up  to  London  by 
that  night's  post.    The  ballot  box,   with  ballot  papers, 
ought  to  have  been  sent  with  the  writ,  but  it  was  not  sent 
till  Monday  afternoon  or  evening,  so  that  from  7  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  May  8tb,  till  the  afternoon  or  evening  of  May 
lOtb,  all  the  ballot  papers,  with  the  counterfoils,  were  in 
the  custody  of  the  Town  Clerk.    At  the  countiug  no  foe 
nmile  ballot  papers  were  discovered,   and  there  was  no 
suapicion  of  any  such  papers.     Some  months  afterwards, 
and,  after  the  hearing  of  the  petition,  it  was  rumoured 
that  there  were  spurious  orfac  simile  papers  iu  the  boxes, 
and  it  was  made  a  subject  of  enquiry  by  the  Mayor  as  to 
where  these  papers  were  printed ;  and,  not  only  so.  but  it 
was  currently  reported  that  the  City  Justices   held   a 
meeting  to  consider  a^  to  a  prosecution  for  forging  ballot 
papers,  and  it  is  obvious  that  no  such  prosecution  could 
nave  been  contemplated  if  there  had  been  no  uttering  of 
these  papers,  that  is,  if  none  had  really  been  found  in  the 
boxes.    Moreover,  I  am  informed,  that  it  was  mentioned 
in  more  than  one  of  the  local  papers  that  such  spurious 
papers  existed  or  were  found  amongst  the  ballot  papers  ; 
that  this  assertion  was  repeatedly  referred  to  in  the  local 
papers,  and  even  mentioned  in    the  Glche  and  London 
sporting  papers.     It  is  obvious  then  that  between  the 
public  counting  and  the  transmission  of  the  ballot  papers 
te  London  these  papers  must  have  been  again  sorted  and 
counted,  and  as  to  7  p.m.  on  May  8th,  nothing  was  known 
or  suspected  even  about  spurious  ballot  papers,  it  seems 
equidiy  obvious  that  the   only  object  of  re-counting  the 
papers  was  to  make  a  list  of  those  who  voted  for  Mr.  Hall, 
and  I  firmly  believe  that  such  a  list  was  made.     The 
counting  of  these  ballot  palters  did  not  occupy  much  time. 
Twelve  counters  at  the  public  counting  got  through  the 
work. in  two  hours,  and  but  a  few  hourif  would  be  required 
to  sort  all  the  ballot  papers,  so  as  to  make  them  cor- 
respond with  the  counterfoils,  by  means  of  which  the 
names  of  every  voter  would  be  readily  discovered.     In 
this  statement  I  make  no  charge  against  any  individual, 
but  I  ask  that  the  ballot  papers  shall  be  examined  and 
count'Cd  again,  so  that  the  number  of  fac  aimile  spurious 
ballot  papers,  if  any,  shall  be  ascertained,  and  ttat  the 
Commissioners  will  be  good  enough  to  enquire  into  an  act 
which  appears  to  me  to  have  been  a  gross  violation  of  the 
Ballot  Act    I  make  this  appeal  on  public  grounds,  and 
with  a  view  of  quieting  the  minds  of  many  of  the  pnblic, 
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who,  having  regard  to  the  stippotfed  secrecy  of  the  ballot, 
have  been  much  disturbed  by  the  statements  made. 
Mr.  Gave— The  matter  you  have  broughb  before  us  is  of 

great  importance  and  shall  receive  the  attention  of  the 
ommissioners. 

Mr.  Evetts — My  great  object  is  to  have  the  Ballot  box 
brought  down  and  the  papers  carefully  examined.  It 
seems  to  me  a  moat  important  matter,  and  for  the  sake  of 
publio  opinion  and  quiet  in  Oxford  I  think  it  is  most 
desirable  that  the  whole  matter  should  be  sifted  to  the 
bottom.    (Applause.) 

William  Packford,  tailor,  Bullingdon-road,  said  he  had 
an  order  to  make  some  clothes  on  the  day  before  the 
election  from  a  Mr.  Howard,  and  he  asked  witness  if  he 
was  going  to  vote  for  Mr.  HaJl.  He  left  a  sovereign  as 
deposit.  After  he  had  voted  Howard  asked  him  if  he  had 
done  the  job,  and  he  said  he  had.  He  had  no  orders  for 
goods  at  the  first  election. 

Henry  Kempson,  Cowley-road,  pork  butcher,  said  he 
was  employed  in  the  Cowley  district  as  bill  poster  by  Mr. 
Thomas.  He  had  received  nothing,  but  nad  sent  in  a 
claim  for  142.  7«i.  6d.,  of  which  he  had  received  Zl,  10s.  for 
conveyances.  Harris  was  paid  for  helping  witness.  He 
worked  for  the  LiberaFparty  at  the  first  election,  and  had 
22. 10s.  for  erecting  platforms.  He  did  not  think  he  ap- 
plied to  the  Liberals  for  work  at  the  second  election.  Me 
had  72.  15s.  for  his  room  as  a  committee  room  at  the 
second  election,  for  which  he  gave  a  receipt.  He  had  12. 
5s.  for  his  room  from  the  Liberals  at  the  first  election. 
He  would  rather  work  for  the  Liberals  for  nothing  than 
for  the  Conservatives  for  202.,  and  it  was  only  a  drunken 
freak  of  his  that  led  him  to  work  for  the  Conservatives  at 
the  second  election.  He  voted  at  both  elections,  but  he 
should  not  like  to  say  he.  was  a  Conservative  at  the  May 
election.  Mr.  Thomas  sent  for  witness  at  the  second 
election.  His  wife  would  not  let  the  Conservatives  put 
bills  up  at  his  house,  but  two  days  afterwards  they  canc<e 
and  took  possession  of  the  room.  He  had  been  upset  by 
two  or  three  of  his  Liberal  friends  whose  names  he  had 
forgotten. 

Mr.  Cave— You  had  better  tell  as  the  truth  about  this 
or  you'll  pass  the  night  in  gaQ^ 

The  witness — ^Well,  Holly  was  one  ;  he  said  that  witness 
had  done  the  Liberal  party  no  good,  and  he,  witness,  said 
.^  that  was  so  he  would  do  them  no  good  at  the  second 
election.  No  arrangement  was  made  with  Mr.  Thomas 
when  he  took  possession  of  his  house  as  to  what  he  should 
have  for  the  room.  Mr.  Thomas  asked  witness  to  go  bill- 
posting  with  Harris  and  Boddington.  Howard  was  at  the 
room  at  his  house,  and  so  was  Tame.  His  wife  used  to 
go  out  of  the  house  and  leave  the  persons  in  the  room  to 
it  He  did  not  tell  Mr.  Thomas  that  he  was  disgusted 
with  the  Liberals.    He  had  nothing  to  do  with  Sergeant 
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Smith  in  bill  poBtioir*   The  handwritinfif  i>rodttced  was  his, 
hot  he  had  no  recollection  of  having^  seen  it  before. 

Thomas  Stone,  wheelwright,  George  Street,  said  be  was 
employed  by  the  Liberals  at  the  first  eleetion,  and  re- 
ceived 3^.  for  his  services.  Phipps  told  him  that  the  Con- 
servatives were  paying  7s.  6d.  a  day,  aind  in  consequence 
at  the  second  election  he  saw  Bennett,  who  said  he  hoped 
witness  wonld  do  all  he  could  for  the  little  man.  He  told 
them  he  should  not,  because  it  was  through  some  of  the 
Conservatives  that  he  was  fined  11.  28.  by  his  club  for 
coming  out  of  the  Infirmary  to  vote  for  Sir  W.  Harcourt. 
He  told  Buckell  what  had  happened,  and  then  was  put  on 
for  the  Liberals,  and  received  3^.  He  was  employed  sub- 
sequent  to  the  election. 


THIRTY-FIFTH  DAY.— Tuesday, 
January  4. 

Aid.  Qalpin,  late  Mayor,  was  the  first  witness,  and  waa 
examined  by  Mr.  Cave  with  reference  to  the  statement 
made  by  Mr.  Evetts  the  previous  day.  He  said  the 
counting  of  the  ballot  papers  was  completed  about  seven 
o*cleck  on  the  Saturday  night.  The  writ  was  endorsed 
by  the  Town  Clerk  and  signed  by  myself  within  five 
minutes  of  the  counting,  and  the  Town  Clerk  (Mr.  Haw- 
kins) took  possession  of  it,  and  I  presumed  he  sent  it 
through  the  post  that  night.  The  fact  could  be  ascer- 
tained from  the  Post-master. 

The  ballot  papers,  what  was  done  with  them  ?— They 
were  put  in  the  boxes  and  left  in  charge  of  the  Town 
Clerk.  They  were  not  sealed,  but  the  boxes  were  locked, 
and  the  Town  Clerk  kept  the  key. 

Where  were  the  boxes  kept  ?— I  last  saw  them  in  the 
Town  Hall  on  Saturday  night  between  seven  and  eight, 
After  the  close  of  the  poll.  1  next  saw  them  on  Monday 
morning  in  the  Mayor's  parlour.  This  was  at  ten  o'clock. 
Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Hawkins  were  present,  and  Mr. 
Dudley  is  here  this  morning  at  my  request  to  give  yeu 
information. 

For  what  purpose  had  ybn  gone  there  ?— It  was  my 
custom  while  I  was  Mayor  to  cmL  in  there  every  momiog 
at  that  time. 

Was  anything  done  atthattime  with  the  boxes  containing 
the  ballot  papers  ?-^Nothing  whatever.  I  remained  there 
about  five  minutes,  and  never  saw  the  boxes  after. 

Who  sealed  up  the  papers  ?--I  do  not  know. 

How  was  it  yon  did  not  do  it  ?~Well,  the  Town  Clerk 
took  ehaige  of  them.    I  gave  him  the  seal.    Z  had  the 
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seal  at  the  counting  on  Saturday,  and  sealed  up  certain 
documents  which  were  put  into  the  Post  Office  bag  and 
sent  off.  I  have  already  told  you  that  I  had  the  conduct 
of  the  two  elections  in  1874.  They  went  off,  I  say,  satis- 
factorily, and  I  generally  received  credit  for  the  easy  and 
smooth  way  in  which  they  were  conducted^  and  also  for 
my  impartiality.  Feeling  that  these  elections  ^had  been 
satisfactory,  when  the  first  election  in  1880  was  about  to 
take  place,  I  had  an  interview  with  the  Town  Clerk,  Mr. 
Dudley  being,  I  believe,  present,  at  which  I  expressed  my 
desire  that  as  far  as  practicable  the  election  then  coming 
off  should  be  conducted  in  the  same  way  a?  those  in  1874. 
Mr.  Hawkins,  who  was  not  Town  Clerk  in  1874,  told  me 
that  a  body  of  gentlemen  in  London,  representing^  the 
municipalities,  and  called  "  The  Municipal  Associations' 
Society,"  had  drawn  up  a  set  of  forms  or  instructions  for 
the  conduct  of  elections,  and  he  suggested  to  me  that  he 
should  conduct  the  election  upon  the  prindples  there 
recommended.  When  I  urged  upon  him  the  advisability 
of  sticking  to  the  system  of  1874,  he  replied  that  it  would 
be  inconvenient,  if  not  impracticable,  under  the  Act  of 
Parliament  passed  in  1875.  Consequently  we  agreed  to 
follow,  and  I  believe  we  did  follow,  the  course  suggested 
in  that  book. 

Mr.  G.  D.  D«  Dudley  produced  a  copy  [of  the  printed 
instructions  to  country  assistants.  The  ballot  papers 
when  they  were  counted  were  put  in  the  boxes,  and  were 
not  taken  out  again  until  the  Monday  morning  because  he 
retained  the  key.  The  ballot  papers  had  been  tied  np  in 
hundreds,  and  cards  placed  on  them.  He  removed  the 
bands  and  tied  them  up  in  a  brown  paper  parceL  He 
never  looked  at  a  single  paper  beyond  turning  them  over 
to  see  that  they  were  flat.  They  were  sealed  with  the 
Mayor's  seal,  and  put  in  a  small  bag.  The  seal  on  the 
counterfoils  was  not  at  all  broken. 

What  was  done  with  the  bag  ? — I  took  it  noyself  to  the 
Post  Office,  and  the  Postmaster  sealed  it  and  gave  me  his 
receipt.    This  was  a  little  after  two  o'clock. 

In  reply  to  further  questions,  Mr.  Dudley  said  he  was 
engaged  on  Monday  between  10  and  2  o'clock  in  arranging 
the  papers  as  was  required. 

Then  the  counterfoils  will  now  have  the  seals  placed 
upon  them  at  the  polling  station  ? — ^If  the  presiding  officer 
did  seal  them.  Beint:;  envelopes  they  might  only  have 
gummed  them  down  in  the  ordinary  way.  I  know  at  the 
second  election  I  did  not  seal  one. 

Why  not,  then?— Because  I  considered  the  gum  was 
quite  sufficient. 

Did  you  suggest  to  any  of  the  agents  that  they  shoidd 
seal  them  ?— No,  I  did  not.  |I  said  you  may  do  so  if  you 
wish. 

On  the-  instructions  being  read,  it  was  found  titftt  an 
officer  WfM  required  to  ^'seal  them  with  his  own  seal.'' 

Xl2 
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WitneBB  adnutted  gamming  down  was  not  sealing  with 
his  own  seal,  and  that  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
persons  so  disposed  to  take  out  the  contents  from  one 
envelope  and  ^laoe  them  in  another. 

Mr.  Gave  said  the  counterfoils  should  have  been  put  into 
separate  boxes  and  sealed. 

Mr.  Dudley  said  if  any  one  was  in  the  room  on  the  Sun- 
day they  might  have  examined  the  unsealed  packets  of 
counterfoils. 

Why  were  not  the  ballot  papers  sealed  on  the  Saturday 
evening  ? — As  a  matter  of  fact  I  had  to  see  to  the  whole 
of  this  election  as  to  ballot  papers  being  delivered.  -  The 
last  ballot  book  that  was  to  be  used  came  in  just  before 
half-past  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  I  had  to  be  there 
again  at  half -past  six  to  see  the  ballot  papers  go  to  the 
various  stations.  I  was  at  the  polliDg  booth  all  day,  and 
Mr.  Hawkins  said  he  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  they 
should  be  sent  awaky  that  nis:ht,  as  he  knew  from  the 
previous  election  that  it  took  three  hours  to  pack  them. 
The  keys  of  the  boxes  I  carried  about  with  me  on  the 
Sunday,  which  I  spent  at  home.  I  don't  think  I  came 
anywhere  near  the  Town  Hall.  The  room  at  the  Town 
Hall  was  locked,  and  so  also  were  the  boxes.  They  did 
not  appear  to  have  been  disturbed  on  the  Monday 
morning.  •     • 

As  far  as  you  are  aware  there  was  no  possibility  of  any- 
one getting  at  the  ballot  boxes  on  the  Sunday  ?— None 
whatever. 

Mr.  Cave  (to  Aid.  Galpin)-^  At  the  counters  were  any 
of  the  /ac  simile  papers  discovered  ?  No,  not  until  after 
the  poll  was  declared— some  days  afterwards. 

When  was  the  first  day  you  heard  of  them?— I  can't 
tell  you  exactly  ;  some  three  or  four  days  after  the  elec- 
tion. 

From  whom  did  you  hear  it  ?— From  the  Town  Clerk. 
He  showed  me  one  m  his  office.  That  was  the  first  time 
I  heard  of  them.  He  did  not  say  how  he  became  possessed 
of  it,  but  remarked  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  that 
forged  ballot  papers  had  been  used.  He  sought  my  in- 
structions about  them.  He  informed  me  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Mayor  as  Beturning  Officer  in  such  a  matter 
to  prosecute. 

Did  he  ask  your  authority  to  institute  a  prosecution  ? — 
Not  my  authority  to  institute  a  prosecution,  but  later  on 
he  wanted  me  to  do  that.  He  asked  me  for  authority 
to  take  such  steps  as  he  in  his  judgment  thought  neces- 
sary to  obtain  further  information,  and  I  gave  him  that 
power. 

Bid  he  tell  you  the  steps?— No.  I  asked  for  further 
information,  and  his  reply  was  that  he  thought  it  unwise 
that  I  should  know  more  about  it  at  present,  and  I  gave 
way  to  his  suggestion. 

Of  courae  he  was  your  legal  adviser,  but  at  the  same 
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time  it  was  extremely  odd  for  him  to  ask  your  authority 
to  take  further  steps  and  not  tell  you  more  about  it?- -I 
had  several  communications  with  him.  He  told  me  he 
had  endeavoured  to  find  from  various  sources  who  had 
type  similar  to  that  with  which  the  ballot  papers  were 
printed. 

Did  he  ever  communicate  hla  reason  for  supposing  that 
the  papers  had  been  used? — He  never  told  me  that  they 
had  been  used. 

I  thought  you  said  so. — I  did  not  mean  that  they  had 
been  used  for  polling  purposes.  I  do  not  think  up  to  this 
time  that  the3r  were  used. 

What  was  it  he  did  say  with  reference  to  the  ballot 
papers ;  what  use  did  Mr.  Hawkins  suggest  had  been 
made  of  them  ?-7He  did  not  suggest  any ;  he  said  he  had 
found  this  fcLC-iimUe  paper  and  he  should  like  to  make 
some  further  enquiries  about  it.  He  asked  me  first  for 
directions  to  make  further  enquiries,  and  then  to  institute 
proceedings  against  Mr.  Bowden.  I  did  not  give  the 
authority.  I  thought  it  was  not  right  to  do  so,  because  I 
considered  the  information  had  been  obtained  from  him 
on  an  honourable  understanding  that  he  should  not  be 
prosecuted,  and  on  these  grounds  I  refused  my  sanc- 
tion. 

Why  was  he  to  be  prosecuted  ?— For  printing  these 
papers.  This  conversation  took  place  on  the  day  before 
the  Judges  came  here  to  hear  the  petition. 

Mr.  Oave — Can  you  tell  me  what  section  of  the  Ballot 
Act  he  contravened  ? 

Mr.  Dudley— Section  3,  sub-section  2. 

Mr.  Cave  (reading)— **  Every  person  who  forges  or 
counterfeits  or  fraudulently  defaces  or  destroys  any 
ballot  paper  or  the  official  mark  shall  be  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanour." 

Did  yon  ever  hear  of  any  of  the  faC'iimUe  papers  being 
found  in  the  ballot  boxes  ?— No,  I  never  had  the  slightest 
idea  of  them. 

Mr.  Cave  (to  Aid.  G-alpin)— Did  the  ballot  papers  in  the 
box  agree  with  the  counterfoils  ?— At  the  completion  of 
the  counting  there  were  three  missing,  and  I  said  to  the 
agents  representing  each  candidate  that  I  thought  it  was 
a  pity  to  keep  an  excited  mob  waiting,  and  we  declared 
the  state  of  the  poll  without  finding  them,  but  between 
seven  and  eight  o'clock  they  were  found  under  a  card 
printed  *'  rejected,''  which  was  placed  before  the  presiding 
officers.  They  were  three  spoilt  papers,  so  it  did  not  alter 
the  state  of  the  poll,  which  Was,  of  course,  very  satisfactory 
to  us.  I  never  heard  from  anyone  that  the  ballot  papers 
had  been  examined.  On  the  Sunday  Mr.  Hawkins  devoted 
his  entire  time  to  the  consideration  of  the  conduct  of  this 
election. 

Did  you  ever  have  it  suggested  to  you  until  yon  heard 
it  was  stated  yesterday  that  these  fa^tmh  papers  were 
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found  in  tbe  box?— I  had  a  private  conversation  with  Mr* 
E  vetts  a  few  days  ago,  and  he  intimated  that  he  had  reason 
to  fear  there  was  something  of  the  kind.  Mr.  Hawkins 
told  roe  that  he  firmly  believed  that  not  one  of  the  papers 
had  been  uned.  I  did  not  take  tbe  slightest  part  in  getting 
up  the  petition,  and  I  was  not  aware  that  the  letter  which 
passed  through  my  hands  was  the  foundation  of  it.' 

Mr.  Evetts  says  he  has  been  informed  it  was  mentioned 
in  some  of  the  local  papers  that  such  spurious  papers 
existed  or  were  found  amongst  the  ballot  papers.  Had 
you  ever  seen  any  such  statement  in  the  papers  ?— Never. 

Did  you  see  any  statement  of  that  kind  in  the  Oxford 
Chronicle  ? — No. 

Who  is  the  Proprietor  ? — It  is  a  Company,  I  believe. 

What  is  the  connection  of  Aid.  Hughes  with  the 
Chronide  ?— I  believe  he  is  Chairman. 

Did  you  ever  hear  any  suggestion  made  by  him  that 
these  papers  had  been  found  in  the  box  ?~Never. 

Mr.  Cave  (to  Mr.  Dudley)— Did  you  ever  hear  it  sug- 
gested that  these  spurious  papers  had  been  found  in  the 
boxes  ?— I  heard  it  stated,  but  said  it  must  be  abeard. 

Bv  Mr.  Cowie — If  I  had  had  assiatance  the  ballot  papers 
might  have  been  sent  away  the  same  night,  but  Mr. 
Hawkins  did  not  think  it  was  necessary.  We  could  not 
have  sent  them  away  unless  Aid.  Galpin  had  remained. 
There  is  a  post  from  Oxford  on  Saturday  night.  I  had  to 
make  inquiries  about  the  papers.  I  went  to  the  printer 
of  the  ballot  papers,  and  he  said  they  were  certainly  not 
official  papers.  Mr.  Hawkins  told  me  not  to  mention  the 
matter  to  anyone.  I  believe  Mr.  Buckell  gave  me  one  of 
tbe  papers  a  week  after  the  election.  I  had  one  and  Mr. 
Hawkins  had  another,  which  was  picked  up  in  the  street. 

Mr.  Bidley— It  seems  to  me  impossible  that  they  could 
have  been  used  if  the  counting  was  accurate.— Certainl v. 

And  if  they  had  been  used  in  substitution  there  woula 
have  been  the  loss  of  a  vote  if  discovered. — Yes.  I  don't 
think  Mr.  Hawkins  was  under  the  impression  that  the 
papers  were  used,  but  he  thought  whether  they  were  used 
or  not  there  was  a  contravention  of  tbe  Ballot  Act. 

I  fail  to  follow  you.  I  don't  think  it  a  bit  more  contra- 
vention than  the  printing  of  ballot  cards?— -He  looked 
upon  it  as  a  counterfeit  ballot  paper. 

It  was  not  tbe  same  size  ?— I  think  it  was. 

Don't  you  think  if  it  was  intended  to  use  the  papers  it 
might  have  been  done  with  greater  skill  ? — I  don't  think 
it  could,  except  the  numbers. 

Aid.  Galpin  said  he  was  under  the  impression  that  it 
was  practically  impossible  for  these /ac-«inii^  papers  to 
have  Deen  used.  If  it  had  been  tried  on  by  either  party  it 
would  have  failed.  He  should  very  oiuch  like  the  ballot 
papers  looked  over.  He  thought  it  would  set  the  matter 
at  rest,  and  it  would  be  a  source  of  satisfaotion  to  him 
personally. 
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Mr.  Cave — I  don't  think  we  have  the  power.  (To  Mr. 
Evetts}— Can  you  suggest  aoy  other  person  who  can  fur- 
nish us  with  information  on  the  subject  ? 

Mr.  Evetts — I  can't  make  any  sufirgestion  whatever  until 
the  ballot-boxes  come  here  and  the  papers  are  examined. 

Mr.  Cave^I  think  there  would  be  a  difficulty  about  that. 
I  don't  think  the  Act  of  Parliament  authorizes  an  exam- 
ination  of  the  papers. 

Mr.  Evetts— Then  I  can't  go  further  until  the  papers  are 
here.  It  strack  me  as  being  most  important  in  connection 
with  the  revision  of  the  Ballot  Act,  and  may  be  perhaps 
more  important  to  go  into  this  matter  than  some  others. 

Mr.  Cave  said  with  regard  to  the  ballot  papers  that  was 
a  matter  for  consideration,  and  he  should  be  glad  to  know 
if  anyone  else  could  be  ct^ed  before  them  to  throw  further 
light  on  the  matter. 

Mr.  Bickerton  was  then  called.  He  said, — About 
30  out  town  freemen  polled,  and  paid  their  own 
expenses.  He  did  not  know  that  any  money  was  f oimd 
beyond  that  provided  by  Sir  William  Harcourt.  Mr. 
Young  re-paid  the  sum  of  money  he  borrowed  about  the 
first  week  in  November.  Mr.  Brunner  was  a  volunteer, 
and  was  not  paid  at  the  second  election*  He  received  10 
guineas  in  April.  Witness  knew  nothing  of  Mr.  Brunner 
offering  Mr.  Jowatt  a  Liberal  agency  of  10  guineas. 

The  examination  in  reference  to  the  April  accounts  was 
then  proceeded  with.  Mr.  Bickerton  said  he  received 
altogether  from  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  and  Mr.  Cbitty  3,095?, 
12a.,  which  was  1342.  149.  in  excess  of  the  published 
accounts.  Mr.  John  Bacon  had  26^  10s.  for  services  and 
102.  for  his  committee  room.  Mr.  George  Barratt,  20^  in 
April  and  15/.  in  May ;  Mr.  Freeman,  201.  and  101.  in 
May ;  George  Webb,  bOl. ;  that  is  a  large  amount,  bat  he 
did  a  great  deal  of  work  and  was  in  distressed  circumstan- 
ces, and  had  also  done  work  in  the  matter  registration  ; 
Mr.  Webb  had  been  paid  previously  for  registration  work. 
All,  59.  6d.  paid  to  the  late  Mr.  Turner  was  for  preparing 
an  alphabetical  list  of  the  ccnstituenoy  and  his  services. 
He  did  not  know  who  printed  the  flogging  cartoons ;  they 
were  a  private  speculation. 

The  remainder  of  the  afternoon  was  taken  ap  in  going 
tlirough  the  various  amounts  paid  to  clerks,  messengers,  &c. 
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THIRTY-SIXTH  DAY.— Wednseday, 

January  5. 

Mr.  Bickerton  produced  a  number  of  documents  having 
reference  to  payments  in  some  of  the  districts,  and  the 
counteif  oils  of  several  cheques,  some  of  which  were  drawn 
to  self.  He  could  not  account  for  both  one  cheque  and 
the  counterfoil  being  misding,  but  if  it  had  been  for  the 
election  account  it  would  appear  in  the  bank  book.  A 
good  deal  of  the  printing  related  to  articles  in  the  daily 
papers,  which  were  circulated.  Cooper  would  be  able  to 
account  for  the  "  lambs."  There  were  not  so  many  flags 
on  the  first  election  as  at  the  second  ;  he  knew  of  no  biUs 
for  colours  at  the  April  election.  Humours  of  bribery  on 
the  other  side  came  to  him,  and  steps  were  taken  po  prove 
them  b^  investigation.  He  had  the  opinion  that  as  there 
was  drinking,  &c.,  going  on  on  the  other  side,  and  that  a 
large  number  of  people  were  being  employed,  there  was 
a  liberal  expenditure. 

Mr.  Annette,  re-called,  said, — Ho  had  nothing  to  add 
to  what  Mr.  Bickerton  had  said. 

Mr.  Percival  Walsh,  the  Conservative  agent,  was 
examined  as  to  the  accounts  of  the  April  election.  His 
estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  first  election  was  between 
8,500^  and  4,000^.,  and  he  rather  thought  he  over- 
estimated the  expenses  of  the  second  election  ;  he  should 
be  inclined  to  say  they  were  about  6,8002.  He  wished 
to  say  with  regard  to  the  language  which  had  been  used 
towards  Mr.  Thomas  tha^,  as  he  was  a  stranger  here  and 
as  his  accounts  had  been  destroyed,  part  of  the  blame  cast 
upon  him  rested  upon  witness. 

Mr.  Cave  said  he  did  not  wish  to  imply  that  Mr.  Thomas 
was  much  worse  than  anybody  else,  but  ne  seemed  to  think 
his  position  was  justifiable,  and  that  was  not  so. 

Mr.  Walsh— The  item  21.  10s.  was  for  tickets  for  a 
concert  given  by  Wheal,  a  supporter  of  the  Conservatives, 
and  Bennett  liought  tickets  to  that  amount  and  gave 
them  to  some  musical  Conservatives  by  way  of  a  treat. 
(Laughter.)  With  regard  to  the  expenditure  in  the  Cow- 
ley district  of  2352.,  he  wished  again  to  defend  Mr.  Thomas, 
for  where  every  shilling  had  to  be  accounted  for  and 
people  were  unwilling  to  come  forward  it  was  very  diffi- 
cult to  account  for  it,  but  he  was  being  assisted  by  Mr. 
Draper,  and  he  hoped  to  account  for  it  to  within  SI02.  or 
402.  He  agreed  with  the  Commissioners  that  the  expendi- 
ture in  the  Cowley  district,  amounting  to  over  4402.,  was 
astounding,  and  he  should  think  there  was  a  mistake 
somewhere. 

Mr.  Joseph  Draper,  clerk  to  Mr.  Walsh,  was  examined 
as  to  the  accoimts  in  connection  with  the  April  election, 
for  vehicles,  printing,  fiags,  &c. 
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Mr.  Evetts  also  gave  evidence  on  the  saxne  embject.  He 
did  not  treat  anyone  daring  the  election,  and  should  be 
prepared  to  fnroish  a  return  of  the  barrels  of  beer  sent  out 
from  the  Brewery  at  the  time  of  the  April  election. 

Mr.  Cave  said  they  had  had  evidence  from  several  wit- 
nesses that  there  was  treating  going  on. 

Mr.  Evetts  said  he  wished  to  disprove  the  accusation 
which  had  been  made  as  to  treating. 

Mr.  Cave  said  they  had  the  evidence  of  Payne  that  he 
did  a  consid<'rable  amount  of  treating ;  and  again  there 
was  Weat,  as  well  as  Cook  of  the  Old  Gate  House,  who 
spoke  of  a  great  increase  of  trade.  It  would  take  a  great 
deal  to  persuade  the  Commissioners  that  there  was  not  a 
great  amount  of  drinking  going  on  at  the  elections. 

Mr.  Evetts  pointed  out;  that  the  public  meetings  which 
were  held  tended  to  draw  people  from  publichouses. 

Mr.  Cave  thought  it  would  make  them  dry. 

Mr.  Evetts,  in  his  further  examination,  said— He  paid 
Purser  6  ga.  for  his  Committee  room,  and  not  258.  as  he  had 
stated.  He  did  not  ^ive  Purser  a  roving  commission,  or 
general  instructions  that  he  was  to  spend  money  and  get 
voters.  His  impression  wa^  that  there  was  more  money 
paid  to  messengers  than  was  accounted  for.  That  would 
go  through  h|s  bands  and  Gynes's. 

Mr.  Cave  thought  the  account«i  were  unsatisfactory. 

Mr.  Evetts  said  after  what  they  had  gone  through  in 
Oxford  lately  one's  memory  would  become  confused. 

Mr.  Robert  Buckell  said  he  received  on  March  20th 
40^.,  March  24th  40^.,  March  27th  802.,  April  2nd  200;., 
April  6th  120^.,  April  28th  83/.  9s.  9d. ;  all  in  cheques. 
He  had  not  made  out  a  distinct  account  similar  to  that 
with  reference  to  the  May  election.  He  had  paid  Cooper 
462.  15s.  His  general  payments  amounted  to  2662. 14s., 
and  the  total  payments  in  the  three  books  produced  were 
3372. 13s.  6d.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  payments 
made  by  Mr.  Young  or  Mr.  Parish.  The  witness  was 
theo  examined  at  length  as  to  the  various  payments; 
Knglish  he  said  had  202.  because  he  had  worked  for  yetaa, 
without  fee  or  reward,  and  was  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
the  North  Ward  Liberal  Association.  The  sum  was  not 
Btipulated,  but  was  what  witn^ess  thought  he  was  fairly 
entitled  to  for  political  work. 
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THIRTY-SEVENTH  DAY.— Thursday, 

January  6. 

Mr.  Bnckell  was  recalled  and  farther  examined  with 
ie£erence  to  the  April  election  accounta.  He  said  there 
were  14  bill-postiog  stations,  and  three  of  that  number  of 
persona  employed  were  non-voterd.  In  only  three  iDstanoes 
were  there  biU-posting  stations  at  the  May  election. 

Mr.  Cave— Have  you  made  any  payments  in  respect  of 
the  April  election  beyond  those  which  are  returned  in  the 
accounts  ?— Yes.  There  was  tbe  Liberal  Guar*^,  6^.  15a. 
to  William  Busby  for  services,. and  161,  10s.  to  7t>  persons 
who  acted  as  a  g^rd.  They  were  employed  to  defend  the 
Committee-room  in  Gloucester  Green,  and  were  engafired 
on  the  day  of  election  in  a  similar  way  to  that  in  May. 
Only  five  of  them  were  voters.  It  was  a  matter  that  they 
felt  to  be  absolutely  necessary,  and  the  North  Ward  Liberal 
Association  Committee  had  talked  it  over  a  year  or  two 
before,  and  had  decided  that  when  the  next  election  took 
place  the  Committee-room  in  Gloucester  Green  should  be 
properly  guarded,  because  in  1874  the  roem  was  mobbed, 
the  papers  scattered  about,  and  the  clerks  driven  away. 
The  only  persons  he  consulted  in  the  matter  were  the  men 
working  in  his  district  belonging  to  the  North  Ward 
Liberal  Asaooiatien  Committee,  such  as  Mr.  Cooper,  Mr. 
Nix,  and  Mr.  Bnglish,  and  those  who  had  to  work  in  the 
neighbourhood  where  perhaps  the  rougher  element  of  the 
population  lived.  Busby's  instructions  were  positively  to 
employ  non-voters,  but  some  six  voters  seemed  to  have 
been  engaged.  He  sanctioned  the  number  and  the  names, 
though  they  were  not  known  to  him  personally. 

Why  were  they  not  returned  in  the  published  accounts  ? 
— That  is  the  only  explanation  that  I  can  give,  that  it  was 
m  matter  we  thought  concerned  us  in  the  North  Ward,  and 
it  was  for  our  prelection. 

Out  of  what  monies  were  these  Bume  paid?~My  own 
money. 

You  had  received  some  cheques.  Did  «you  keep  any 
Account  of  the  distribution  of  these  sums?— None  except 
tiie  vouchers.  I  have  no  books  to  show  that  the^e  pay- 
ments were  kept  distinct  from  the  other  election  pay- 
ments. I  did  not  keep  a  private  cash  account.  I  think  I 
communicated  what  I  did  to  Mr.  Bickerton. 

Mr.  Cave—Are  there  any  other  payments? 

Mr.  Buckell  replied  that  there  were  two  payments  for 
refreshments  supplied  to  the  Committee  room  on  the  day 
of  the  polling,  and  he  thought  the  Jericho  House  bill  in- 
dnded  some  refreshments  to  their  workers  on  the  poUiog 


day.  The  Jerioho  House  bill  was  51,,  and  the  Olarendon 
Arms  91.  39.  The  reason  they  were  not  returned  in  the 
accounts  was  because  he  was  under  the  impression  they 
were  illegal  payments,  but  they  were  necessary.  They 
could  not  work  the  whole  day  withont  something  to  ea|;. 

Your  imiiression  was  ^dispelled  by  Mr.  Nuttoll  at  the 
second  election  ?— Tes. 

And  when  it  was  dispelled  you  went  to  work  boldly  ?— 
There  were  the  breakfasts,  but  I  did  not  like  them. 

Mr.  Cave — Nor  do  I.    It  is  calculated  to  produce  evil. 

Mr.  Buokell  said  there  were  two  bills  for  colours— Messrs. 
Elliston  and  Cavell  29^  7s.,  and  Mr.  Bell  61.  14s.  4d.  The 
Liberal  Associations  had  a  qaantity  of  flags  and  bannerets, 
and  towards  the  latter  end  of  the  election  they  were  let 
out  on  loan,  but  they  did  not  get  them  all  back  again. 
The  first  order  to  Messrs.  EUiston  and  Oavell  was  on  the 
20th  of  March  for  ribbons.  He  intended  to  have  them 
made  up  for  distribution  by  his  friends,  and  there  was  no 
intention  to  go  further,  but  they  were  overdone  with  blue 
—(a  laugh)— and  by  the  30th  of  the  month  others  were 
ordered-  These  bills  were  paid  out  of  his  own  money. 
Tbe/oc  simile  ballot  paper  he  gave  to  Mr.  Dudley  he  re^ 
oeived  from  Mr.  Mansell,  Secretary  of  the  North  Ward 
Liberal  Association,  who  obtained  it  from  Harry  Edmonds. 
The  existence  of  these  papera  was  brought  to  bis  atten- 
tion the  Monday  after  the  election,  and  he  believed  Man« 
■ell  was  the  first  to  mention  it  to  him.  He  had  a  conversa- 
tion about  it  with  Mr.  Hawkins  a  week  after  the  election. 
Witness  remarked  that  he  could  not  for  a  moment  tbii^ 
the  forged  ballot  papers  could  have  been  used.  Mr. 
Hawkins  replied,  **  What  were  they  printed  for  ?"  It  was 
still  his  opinion  the  palters  were  not  used.  Witness  said 
he  thought  that  was  a  very  foolish  thing  to  do,  and  he 
could  see  no  object  in  it.  Several  men  who  were  employed 
by  the  Liberals  at  3s.  4d.  a  day  as  messengers  in  April 
were  got  hold  of  by  the  Oonservatives  in  the  second  elec- 
tion, as  they  off ered  them  better  terms.  The  messengers 
were  nearly  all  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  election,  and 
he  did  not  think  they  could  have  done  the  work  of  the 
Liberal  Guard.  Of  the  30  "  lambs*'  said  to  be  employed 
by  Mr.  Cooper,  and  which  Mr.  Walsh  said  they  had 
stolen  from  the  Oonservatives,  he  wished  to  say  there 
were  but  14,  and  five  only  had  votes  in  1868.  Of 
these  four  voted  for  Cardwell  and  Haroourt  and  one 
for  Dr.  Deane,  and  the  last  one  if  called  would  explain  the 
circumstances  under  which  he  voted  for  Dr.  Deane.  He 
had  not  been  recouped  for  the  payments  out  of  pocket. 
The  reason  was  that  after  the  first  election  they  had  not 
full^  recovered  from  their  exertions  when  there  was  the 
anticipation  of  another  election.  The  refreshments  for 
the  Oommittoe  would  come  from  the  funds  of  the  North 
Waid  Liberal  Association,  and  the  other  bills  would  be 
Vid  by  the  party  generally.     The  Liberal  AflBooaatwn 
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ooloam  belonged  to  the  whole  City,  and  he  believed  they 
were  dUtributed  in  different  parts  ot  the  City.  He  beUeved 
Mr.  Tonng  bought  some  colours  at  the  first  election  to  a 
small  amount,  and  the  prominent  members  of  the  Liberal 
par^y  indulged  in  rosettes.  One  or  two  men  were  severely 
knocked  abont  on  the  day  of  the.polliDg,  aod  two  of  them 
received  U,  each.  Another  person  who  lost  his  situation 
had  lOcL  or  16s.  given  to  him. 

By  Mr.  Gowie  —Altogether  he  was  out  of  pocket  66^, 
which  he  expected  to  receive  partly  from  the  members  of 
the  party  generally  and  from  the  Liberal  Association. 
One  ton  of  Molra  coal  at  22s. .  was  supplied  to  Davis,  of 
Headington,  on  the  8th  of  May.  He  had  not  been  a  ons- 
tomei  previously.  Mr.  Groold,  his  partner,  made  inquiries 
about  him.  He  said  he  was  a  brother-in-law  of  one  of 
the  leading  tradesmen.  The  coal  was  supplied  at  six 
weeks*  credit.  They  had  to  give  credit  for  different 
periods.  Mr.  Francis  Grippe,  who  mentioned  this  matter, 
had  three  years'  credit.  (Laughter.)  Davis  told  Mr. 
Goold  that  he  was  a  tailor.  He  did  not  know  if  he  had 
accommodation  to  receive  the  coal  all  at  once,  or  if  he  had 
*  difficulty  in  stowing  it  away.  They  had  not  sued  him  for 
the.  money,  but  they  had  written  to  him  to  that  effect. 
The  fi^st  application  for  the  money  was  made  on  the.2od 
of  Nov.  The  flogging  cartoons  were  issued  from  Mr. 
Parker's,  Ooremarket  iStreet.  His  contribution  towards 
them  was  7s.  The  design  was  got  out  by  a  gentleman  in 
Oxford,  and  the  cost  of  them  {31.)  was  raised  by  subeorip- 
tion.  He  would  rather  not  mention  publicly  the  name  of 
the  designer,  as  there  was  a  good  deal  of  feeUeg  about  the 
matter.    He  would  give  it  to  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  Gk)old,  partner  with  Mr.  Buckell,  said  he  took  the 
order  for  coal  from  Davis  on  the  8th  of  May.  He  did  not 
know  his  name  or  address  before  he  came  to  the  shop.  He 
promised  to  pay  in  six  weeks.  Witness  presided  at  a 
meeting  the  evening  previous  to  the  election,  but  owing  to 
his  being  thrown  out  of  his  trap  that  was  the  only  part  he 
took  in  the  election.  He  did  not  make  any  entry  of  the 
six  week's  credit. 

By  Mr.  Gave — Mr.  Buckell  l^did  notlmention  Davis's 
name  before  he  came  to  (dve  the  order,  nor  did  he  mention 
Mr.  Buckell's  name.  Witness  did  not  mention  the  n  atter 
to  Mr.  Buckell.  Mr.  Buckell  knew  nothing  of  the  transac- 
tion until  he 'saw  it  in  the  book  long  after  the  election. 
He  did  not  know  until  after  he  had  taken  the  order 
that  Davis  was  a  voter.  He  had  never  bribed  or  attempted 
to  iNribe  a  man  in  his  life,  or  ever  thought  of  doing  so. 
He  held  it  in  great  abhorrence,  and  would  disfranchise 
anyone  who  took  or  gave  a  bribe. 

Mr.  Gave — ^You  would  have  plenty  to  do  in  Oxford. 

Benjamin  Blagrove,  Gloucester  Street,  hairdresaerjSaid 
he  did  not  receive  any^  money  at  either  election.  There 
was  a  conversation  in  his  shop  on  the  9th  of  May  in  regard 
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to  forged  ballot  papen.  A  man  had  a  paper  in  his  band, 
which  ha  Bud  was  to  show  people  how  to  vote. 

By  Mr.  Bidlay— Bull  was  at  hia  house  a  few  days  before 
the  election.  Mr.  Bennett  was  there,  but  he  did  not  say 
anything  about  his  vote.  He  did  not  pot  his  hand  behind 
his  back  and  say  "  Slip  it  in  behind ;  I  won't  see  what  it 
is.'*  Nothing  of  the  kind  occurred,  although  he  had  seen 
it  mentioned  in  the  newspapers.  He  had  not  received  a 
sovereign  from  Ives.  On  one  occasion  Ives  came  to  be 
shaved,  and  as  he  had  not  sufficient  coppers  to  pay  he 
asked  for  change  for  a  sovereign,  and  the  tale  that  he  had 
had  a  "  yellow  boy**  had  been  made  up  by  Bull  and 
SnowshuU. 

Alderman  Saunders  said  the  took  part  in  the  last  two 
elections  in  going  to  the  Oommittee-rooms  and  seeing  how 
things  were  going  on.  He  never  saw  Nehemiah  Nash,  of 
Eynsham,  but  once,  and  that  was  this  spring  at  his  own 
house.  He  spoke  to  him  about  his  vote,  and  ne  said  ho 
had  always  voted  for  Sir  William  Haroourt.  but  as  he  was 
at  work  for  a  brewer  at  Eynsham,  if  he  did  not  vote  for 
Mr.  Hall  probably  he  would  lose  his  work.  He  knew  a 
harness  maker  named  Davey.  Witness  had  a  farm  at 
Eynsham,  and  was  asked  to  go  there  by  Mr.  Bickerton, 
because  he  was  known.  He  had  never  heard  of  his  giving 
money,  or  authorising  anyone  else  to  do  so,  to  Nash  for  his 
vote  until  he  saw  it  in  the  papers,  and  it  was  positively 
ontroe.  He  had  heard  of  the  faC'timile  ballot  papers. 
Davev  did  not  go  in  to  see  Nash  while  witness  remained 
ontside,  and  he  was  certainly  not  alone  with  him.  Davey 
introduced  witness  to  Nash,  and  he  remained  outside  while 
witness  spoke  to  Nash.  Davey  had  no  gold  to  offer,  and 
was  a  poor  man.  He  saw  the  younger  Nash  the  same  day. 
and  he  very  properly  told  witness  that  he  hsul  promised 
Mr«  Hall,  and  ne  left  him.  Witness  never  had  a  shilling 
given  to  him  b  y  the  Liberal  party  in  his  life,  nor  had  he 
ever  spent  anything  to  influence  a  vote,  although  he  had 
been  asked  to  stand  treat.  His  expenses  for  municipal 
elections  had  cost  less  than  202.  each  election ;  he  had 
represented  one  of  the  Wards  15  years,  and  had  been  re* 
elected  every  three  years.  The  person  who  had  made  the 
statement  that  he  had  attempted  to  bribe  Nash  was  utterly 
unknown  to  him,  and  he  comd  not  see  what  reason  he  had 
for  throwing  such  an  aspersion  on  his  character ;  he 
thought  if  the  person  could  not  prove  the  accusation  he 
ought  to  be  punished. 

Thomas  Simms,  landlord  of  the  Wheatsheaf,  Summer- 
town,  said  he  was  requested  by  Payne  to  supply  U,  worth 
of  beer  to  Conservative  voters  during  the  election ;  he 
went  over  the  mark,  and  supplied  it  to  the  amount  of  U, 
16s.,  but  he  had  not  been  paid  yet.  He  gave  beer  to  any- 
one whcioame  into  the  house ;  he  told  them  that  he  had 
orders  from  Payne  to  giTe  beer  away,  and  he  asked  them 
to  drink  Payne^  health.    (Iianghteri) 
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CbarUs  Browo,  Worcester  Terjmoe,  said  he  inmohip 
vaseed  by  Dambleton  for  Mr.  Hall.  Ho  said  that  he 
ooald  have  half-a-sovereign  if  he  would  vote  for  Mr.  Hall, 
bat  witness  told  him  he  would  not  take  it,  and  if  he  voted 
for  Mr.  Hall  lb  would  be  to  oblige  him.  He  allowed  some 
red  bills  to  be  put  in  his  shop  window,  for  which  he  had 
not  been  paid,  and  the  windows  were  smashed,  the  damage 
amounting  to  202. 

Mr.  Paniel  George  Hall,  brewer,  Observatory  Street^ 
said  he  offered  his  services  as  a  volunteer  canvasser  for 
Mr.  Halli  and  they  were  accepted.  He  had  received  no 
money  and  bad  paid  none. 

David  Taylor,  landlord  of  the  Rose  and  Crown»  Sum- 
mertowD,  said  he  received  orders  from  Payne  to  sapplv  U. 
worth  of  refreshments,  and  he  did  so,  but  he  had  not  been 
paid. 

Mr.  Jas.  John  Lyne,  landlord  of  the  White  Hart,  Com^ 
market  Street,  said  ha  received  no  money  at  the  last  elec- 
tion, and  had  no  claim  to  make.  There  was  no  treating 
at  his  house.  He  made  no  difference  as  regarded  politics 
at  his  house.  He  knew  Henry  Davis,  of  Headington 
Quarry ;  he  had  given  him  and  others  a  glass  of  beer,  but 
not  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  his  vote.  Davis  told 
him  that  Harris  and  Venables  had  promised  him  aorae^ 
thing  if  he  would  vote  for  Sir  William  Hjueonrt,  and  be 
said  to  him  "Davis,  this  is  a  bait ;  you  want  me  to  bay 
your  vote ;  good  morning  to  you,  Sir."  (Laughter. ).Aftc»r 
that  he  stood  the  beer.  He  left  a  shilling  on  the  table  to 
pay  for  it,  and  he  believed  that  Davis  stole  it,  and  then 
went  and  reported  that  be  had  given  it  to  him  to  vote  for 
Squire  Hail.  Davis  had  tola  some  one  that  he  was 
promised  a  sovereign  to  vote  for  Sir  William  Haccousty 
and  he  should  back  he  had  it.    (Laughten) 

Mr.  Charles  Francis,  landlord  of  the  Plough  and  Anchor, 
Great  Clarendon  Street,  said  he  only  received  money  for 
beer  sold  over  the  counter.  There  was  no  treating  at  bia 
house  beyond  his  giving  a  glass  or  two  of  beer  away.  He 
had  no  claim  for  beer  supplied.  There  was  a  meeting  at 
his  house,  and  the  beer  he  supplied  he  was  paid  for  by  the 
persons  who  had  it.  Some  beer  was  paid  for  in  the  bar, 
and  he  took  it  into  the  room  in  large  jugs  and  served  it  on^ 
m  he  was  instructed  to  do. 

Thomas  Byng,  who  kept  the  '*  Lion"  publichoose  in  St 
Clement's  at  the  time  of  the  election,  denied  that  he  gave 
any  beer  away. 

George  King,  landlord  of  the  Berkshire  House,  Abing* 
don  Boad,  said  there  was  a  breakfast  at  hb  house  on  the 
polling  day,  which  was  ordered  by  Mr.  Gree,  for  which  he 
had  not  been  paid.  He  had  sent  in  the  aoooont,  35s.,  to 
Gee,  and  also^n  account  for  li.  to  Churms  for  letting  fait 
room  for  Mr.  Hall  to  speak  from,  and  that  had  not  been 
pMd.  l^ade  was  pretty  good  daring  the  election,  and  there 
was  no  foundation  for  thefitataoient  th^  he<  twalad  feople 
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Frank  Kemp,  landlord  of  the  Harcourt  Anns,  Cr anham 
Terrace,  denied  that  he  received  orders  from  Payne  to 
supply  beer  to  people.  He  had  sent  in  a  bill  for  beer 
enpplied  to  Mabbatt  and  others  amounting  to  12s.  8d. 

Payne  said  he  had  not  seen  Kemp  on  the  subject  of 
supplying  refreshments ;  he  was  under  the  impression  that 
Mr.  Calcutt  had  seen  him. 

Kemp  said  he  was  told  by  Goodson  to  keep  some  men 
together  Until  tte  evening,  and  the  refreshments  they  had 
amounted  to  1^  ;  that  happened  twice.  On  the  polling 
day  he  was  asked  to  see  that  the  voters  went  to  the  poll 
sober,  and  their  refreshment  bill  came  to  10s.  He  had 
receiyed  22.,  but  the  10s.  was  still  owing. 

Al&ed  W hitlock,  South  Parade,  said  he  was.'never  asked 
to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall,  because  he  was  always  a  Tory.  He 
received  nothing  over  the  second  election,  but  at  the  April 
election  he  was  asked  to  go  to  the  Sunrmertown  committee 
room,  and  he  thought  he  might  a<)  well  bkve  a  day  out  as 
anyone  else,  and  so  had  one.  He  fetched  up  voters  to  the 
poIL  He  had  three  half-crowns  for  it,  but  Wds  five  or  six 
out  of  pocket.    (Laughter.) 

John  Kenny,  75,  Blackfriars'-road,  shoemaker,  said  Mr. 
Wheeler. came  to  the  Britannia  beer-house.  Church-street, 
when  he  was  there.  There  were  Beveral  people,  and  one 
of  them  said,  '*  All  right,  we  shall  pull  it  off  this  time." 
He  paid  for  some  beer. 

John  Weller,  12,  Cross-street,  St.  Clement's,  general 
dealer,  said  at  the  last  election  he  got  sonae  of  the  electors 
together.  He  was  a  Conservative.  He  had  not  received 
any  money,  and  had  not  sent  in  any  claim. 

Mr.  Thomas  E.  Powell,  landlord  of  the  Old  Dog  Tray, 
said  he  received  11. 15s.  for  the  hire  of  a  cart  in  May,  and 
was  promised  52.  by  Mr.  Bennett  for  his  services.  In 
April  he  received  61,  for  his  services,  61. 13s.  for  refresh- 
ments, and  32.  lOs.  for  vehicles.  Before  he  began  work  he 
expected  to  receive  102.  for  canvassing,  and  he  believed 
Mr.  Churms  had  this  to  give  him.  He  supplied  refresh- 
ments during  the  second  election  to  the  amount  of 
12. 128. 

Mr.  B.  Borman,  of  the  '*Kite,"OBney,  builder,  oaid  he 
canvassed  a  little  during  the  last  ehcti&n.  He  did  not 
distribute  any  money,  and  not  more  beer  than  he  usually 
did.  He  had  not  sent  in  a  claim.  Mr.  Ashby,  timber 
merchant,  Gloucester,  paid  for  two  quarts  of  beer  in  his 
house.  He  had  paid  him  a  bill  and  that  was  the  reason. 
There  was  no  treating  at  his  house. 

George  Honev,  Woodstock-road,  bricklayer,  said  he  wag 
employed  by  Mr.  Payne  as  a  messenger  and  bill  poster. 
He  received  22.  lOs.,  and  he  was  employed  at  the  first 
election  in  the  same  way.  He  was  a  "true  blue." 
(Laughter.) 
Mr.  Cave  said  Mr,  Payne  had  put  him  down  32.  lOs. 
WitneM  replied  that  he  did  not  have  the  money. 
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*  Mr.  Payne  said  he  put  down  what  he  thought  the 
persons  received. 

Mr.  S.  Saxton,  of  the  Bed  Lion,  Sammertown,  said  at 
the  first  election  be  received  32.  odd  for  refreshments.  He 
was  not  paid  anything  in  May.  There  were  two  or  three 
meetings  at  his  bouse,  and  Mr.  Payne  told  him  to  supply 
some  beer.  He  had  signed  a  receipt  for  22.  2s.  which  he 
had  not  received. 

Mr.  £.  Barratt,  Canal-street,  said  Moses  Stanbrook 
had  been  a  tenant  of  his  for  two  years.  He  denied  saying 
to  Mr.  Patrick  or  anyone  else  that  he  would  serve  Stan- 
brook  out  for  the  way  he  voted  at  the  election.  An  exe- 
cution was  put  in  before  the  election.  His  neighbours 
who  put  out  blue  flags  still  occupied  the  houses  which 
belonged  to  him. 

John  ParsQus,  Summertown ;  John  Piper,  Cold-harbour ; 
Henry  Harris,  Church-street;  Charles  Hastings^  45» 
George-street ;  James  Akers,  bricklayer ;  James  Phipps ; 
Edward  Miller ;  John  Coulincr,  senior  and  junior ;  James 
Smith,  Bed  Lion-square ;  William  CoUings,  Gloucester- 
green  ;  James  Cook,  22,  Jericbo-street ;  Henry  Howse, 
6,  Worcester-street ;  John  Brain,  Cross  Keys-yard ; 
William  Couling,  Gloucester-green;  William  Bull,  George- 
street;  Walter  Bennett,  Walton-crescent;  and  Harry 
Chaundy,  Broad-street,  deposed  to  being  engaged  and 
receiving  sums  of  money  for  their  services  or  for  Com- 
mittee rooms.  John  Bull,  Park-passage,  was  put  on  as  a 
messenger  by  Mr.  Gynes. 


THIRTY-EIGHTH  DAY.— Friday, 
January  7. 

At  the  opening  of  the  proceedings,  the  President  (Mr. 
Cavelsaid— Perhaps  it  will  be  c-onvenient  to  the  public 
that  I  should  now  make  a  statement  as  to  the  course  the 
Commissioners  intend  to  pursue.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  sitting  to-morrow  (Saturday)  the  Commiibioners  will 
rise  for  an  indefinite  time  in  order  to  consider  their  future 
course.  On  Saturday  the  Commissioners  will  have  sat 
about  forty  times  in  public  for  the  purpose  of  taking  evi- 
dence. At  the  outset  of  the  enquiry  they  were  told  by 
Mr.  Walsh  that  in  consequence  of  the  Conservative 
accounts  and  vouchers  haviog  all  been  burnt  they 
most  expect  to  take  up^  a  very  considerable  portion 
of  their  time  in  enquiring  into  these  Conservative 
accounts.  That  expectation  has  been  realised.  Of  the 
forty  days  during  which  the  Commission  Will  have  sat  on 
Saturday,  fourteen  have  been  taken  up  in  enquiring  into 
those  accounts,  and  there  still  remains  a  oonsiddrable  sum 
of  money  unaccounted  for^  and  the  CommiBBionen  hop* 
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that  daring  the  interval  which  will  take  place  between  to- 
morrow and  our  next  sitting,  the  Conservative  agents  will 
apply  themselves  to  endeavouring  to  account,  as  best  they 
may,  for  the  sum  still  remaining;  unaccoiiuteci  for.  In  the 
course  of  the  elections  in  April  and  May  there  came  into 
the  hands  of  the  Conservative?,  not  necessarily  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Walsh, because  the  whole  did  not  pass  throueh 
hia  hands,  but  there  came  into  the  bands  of  the  Conserva- 
tive agents.of  one  kind  or  another,  the  sum  of  about  10,350^. 
Of  tbatsum  an  account  has  been  given  of  about9,600i[.,  leav- 
ing about  750^.  still  remaining;  to  bu  accounted  for,  and  I 
again  express  a  hope  that  the  Conservative  agents  will  do 
their  best  during  the  interval,  which  they  will  now  have, 
of  attempting  to  throw  further  li^ht  upon  the  direction 
in  which  the  750^.  has  gone.  The  Liberal  accounts  have 
also,  of  course,  coaie  under  our  inspection,  and  we  have 
spent  six  of  the  days  of  our  sitting  iu  enquiring  into  those 
aooouuts.  The  vouchers  haviugbeen  pi  eserved,  it  follows 
necessarily  that  it  took  up  very  much  less  time  to  examine 
into  those  accounts  than  it  did  into  the  Conservative 
accounts.  The  remainder  of  the  time,  somewhere  about 
twenty  dayp,  has  be^n  spent  in  enquiring  into  the  charges 
contained    in    the  petition.    Of   these,  eight  days  were 

gassed  in  London,  In  a  Committee  Room  of  the  House  of 
bmmon8,and  I  may  say  that  a  great  portion  of  that  time 
has  been  spent  in  the  enquiry  which  would  have  been 
unnecessary  had  it  not  been  for  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Martin, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Junior  Carlton  Club,  iu  withdrawing 
himself  to  tbe  continent  or   elsewhere  out  of   the  way 
of  the  Commissioners.     We  had  to  call  before  us  a  num- 
ber of  witneeses,  who  in  the  course  of  those  eight  days 
gave  us  information,  which  Mr.  Martin,  had  he  chosen  to 
do  so,  could  have  afforded  us  in  the   course  of  about  an 
hour.    In  Oxford  we  have  spent  twelve  days  in  enquiring 
into  the  charges  contained  in  the  petition.    There  are 
something  like  between  800  and  900  persons  who  were 
charged  in  the  petition  with  having  received  bribes.    To 
have   called   the   whole   of   those  persons   would  have 
caused  a  very  great  expense  indeed  to  the  City.  Of  course 
it   was   not  in  our  power  to  omit  enquiring  into  the 
matter   altogether,    and    we    therefore    determined   to 
make,  and  we  have  done  our  best  to  make,  a  selection 
from     these       cases.     We      have     called     something 
like    a   quarter,   or    perhaps    more,  of    those    persons, 
and  they  have  thrown  a  considerable  light  oa  the  matters 
we  ha^e  got  to  inquire  into.     We  shall  have  to  consider 
whether  it  is  necessary  to  call  a  further  number  of  thes^per- 
sons,  but  as  at  present  advised  we  are  inclined  to  think  thata 
very  smalUnumber  more  will  be  sufficient  to  enable  ns  to 
report  to  Her  Majesty  f  nlly  upon  the  matters  which  have 
been  laid  before  us,  and  we  hope,  therefore,  when  we  have 
had  time  to  consider  the  evidence  already  addaced,  and 
when  we  have  given  time  to  the  Conservative  agents  to 
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endeavour  to  supply  the  missing  parts  of  their  aooounts, 
I  say  we  hope,  when  that  has  been  done,  that  a  very  few 
more  days,  probably  four  or  five  at  the  outside,  will  enable 
us  to  coQclade  tbia  •aquiry,  and  plaoe  us  in  a  position  tj 
make  oar  report  to  Her  Majesty. 

Mr.  T.  Tame,  who  said  he  was  in  the  musiciikl  professioa, 
stated  he  took  charge  of  a  Committee  room  in  the  Cowley 
district  for  the  Cjnsrvatives,  and  answered  enquiries,  aad 
had  received  11.  on  account  from  Mr.  Thomas.  His  claim 
was  5  guineas.  He  denied  haviog  bribed  a  man  named 
Henry  Coster  with  IOj.,  or  offered  him  money, 

Mr.  Wm.  Jones  Aus Ley, farrier,  Cowley  Boad,  said, — He 
wa?  at  ihtf  Cunservative  Friirs'  Entry  Committee  room 
with  Benjamin  Bennett,  looking  after  the  messengers,  uf 
whom  there  were  about  80  or  90  at  the  April  election  and 
about  double  that  number  at  the  May  election.  He 
received  102.  on  the  first  election  for  his  services,  but 
nothiog  on  the  second ;  he  had  sent  in  a  claim  for  122. 
He  paid  a  great  many  of  the  men,  and  took  a  receipt  from 
each  on  a  sheet,  which  was  sent  to  Mr.  Walsh.  He  had 
never  offered  Charles  Ives  101,  or  any  other  sum  for  bis 
room  as  a  Committee  room.  He  received  SI.  15s.  for  pony 
hire  on  the  polling  day. 

Ives  said  he  wisbed  to  contradict  what  Anstey  had  said. 
He  did  promise  him  102.  for  his  room  as  a  Committee  room. 

Mrs.  Stone,  wife  of  Thomas  Stone,  said  that  she  saw 
Anstey  after  the  eleetion  and  asked  him  if  Bennett  had 
done  as  he  had  promised  for  her  husband,  as  he  had  been 
fined  11.^  2s.  6d.  by  his  club,  through  Anstey  and  Bennett, 
by  coming  out  of  the  Infirmary  to  vote  for  the  Liberals. 
Her  husband  never  was  a  turn-coat  that  she  knew  of. 

Mr.  Anstey  said  he  knew  nothing  of  the  fine  until  the 
hearing  of  the  petition. 

'  Mr.  Wm.  Woodward,  125,  Cowley  Road,grooer,  said,— 
In  tbe  absence  of  Mr.  Thomas  at  the  Committee  room  in 
Cowley  he  represented  him,  but  he  paid  nobody,  and 
received  nothing. 

John  Bowell,  furniture  remover,  said— He  was  employed 
by  Mr.  Buckell  as  a  detective  for  the  Liberals  in  May.  He 
had  to  find  out  whether  Sir  William  Harcourt  was  going 
to  be  opposed,  and  was  put  on  soon  after  the  April  el^ijn 
for  that  purpose.  He  received  102.,  and  was  on  night  and 
day  for  three  weeks.  He  knew  a  great  many  people  in 
Jericho,  and  heard  from  them  that  Mr.  Hall  was  coming 
out.  He  had  to  tr^r  and  find  out  if  treating  was  going  on, 
but  he  found  notmog  out.  He  saw  several  persona  in- 
toxicated, but  he  did  not  know  whether  they  paid  for  their 
drink  or  not.  He  had  92.  for  the  first  election  for  Bimilar 
work. 

Mr.  William  Plowman  said--He  was  engaged  at  the 
Central  Committee  room,  and  received  money  from  Mr. 
Walsh  and  Draper  to  the  amount  of  about  105i.  He  kept 
Ml  Mootint  of  what  he  did  with  that  sum  uid  gare  it  to 
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Mr.  Walsh,  and  he  did  aot  know  what  had  ber)oxn6  of  it. 
It  would  be  impossible  for  him  to  make  oat  another  list, 
as  a  great  deal  of  the  money  went  in  petty  cash  accounts. 
He  should  think  about  601.  of  it  was  paid  through  one  of 
the  clerks  to  the  messengers  and  clerks. 

Mr.  Gave  said  the  Commissioners  would  like  to  have  an 
account  in  the  best  way' he  could  make  it  out ;  he  had  not 
at  present  furnished  any  account  at  all,  and  must  do  so. 

Xhe  witness  repeated  that  it  was  impossible.  He  received 
about  1281,  on  the  first  election. 

Mr.  Cave  said  they  must  have  a  similar  account  with 
regard  to  that  money. 

George  Bruton,  Cowley  Koad,  said  he  was  employed 
by  Mr.  Thomas  at  the  May  election,  and  received  21, 

Mr.  Josiah  Nix  said  that  between  the  first  and  second 
elections  he  lent  a  butcher  named  Alder  lOs.  to  pay  his 
mother's  insurance.  He  did  cot  give  it  to  him  as  had  been 
stated,  and  he  had  not  asked  him  for  bis  vote  because  he 
made  sure  he  would  go  right  with  the  Liberals.  He  could 
have  had  the  money  back  again,  but  he  would  not  on  ac- 
count of  the  Commissioners  coming  here.  Mr.  Savage 
knew  it  was  untrue  that  he  gave  Alder  half-a-sovereign. 
Sir  William  Harcourthad  called  him  the  **  savage  magpie," 
and  it  was  a  true  name.  He  did  not  canvaes  Alder.  The 
man  worked  for  him.  He  could  not  tell  how  Savage 
heard  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  Thomas  Beedell,  insurance  agent,  said  he  acted  as 
canvasser  in  May  in  the  St.  Aldate's  district.  He  sent  in 
a  claim  of  10  guineas  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Churms. 

Mr.  K.  Pratley,  10,  Cranham  Terrace,  said  he  did  not 
receive  or  pay  any  money  at  the  Ma^  election.  .  He.  was 
engaged  by  Mr.  Plowman  at  the  April  election  as  a  clerk, 
and  received  7s.  6d.  a  day  for  three  weeks. 

Mr.  William  English,  79,  Bridge  Street,  Osney,  said  his 
house  was  used  as  a  Committee-room  by  the  Iiiberals  at 
both  elections.  In  May  he  received  121,  10s.  for  his 
services  and  the  use  of  his  Committee<room.  At  the 
April  election  he  had  202.  He  had  sole  charge  of  the 
Osney  district,  and  had  five  men  as  a  body  guard.  (A 
laagh.)  They  were  not  armed,  and  their  services  w«re 
not  called  into  requisition.  , 

Mr.  E.^  Newport,  rent  collector,  G-reat  Clarendon 
Street,  said  he  was  a  volunteer  in  May,  and  he  canvassed 
with  the  Bev.  W.  West.  He  supplied  refreshments.  He 
expected  something,  but  he  did  not  suppose  he  should  get 
anything  now.  On  one  occasion  Mr.  West  gave  him 
2b.  6d.  to  get  bis  dinner. 

Mr.  Cave^You  put  at  the  bottom  of  your  bill  "What 
vou  please  to  give  me.''  (Laughter.)  That  is  what  Mr. 
Nuttall  calls  a  strong  hint.    (Renewed  laughter.) 

Mr.  E.  Gardener,  landlord  of  the  Chequers  Inn,  High 
Street,  said  he  went  to  the  Workhouse  with  a  person 
named  Tanaer  to  fetch  out  those  who  could  vote.   Tanner 
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•WM  not  a  friend  of  his.  Mr.  Hugh  Hall  first  spoke  to  him 
about  the  matter.  He  did  not  know  who  the  pertoos 
wtire  he  was  goiog  to  fetch  until  the  morning  they  were 
fetched.  The  m<^n  had  given  notice  to  leave  the  house. 
Frances  and  Bull  were  the  two  men.  After  they  had 
polled  he  did  not  see  anything  uf  the  men.  Frances 
polled  in  Gloucester  Green  and  Bull  in  Victoria  Court. 
He  did  not  promise  Frances  anything  in  regard  to  his  vote, 
nor  did  he  give  him  any  refreshment.  It  was^  a  ous- 
tomary  thing  to  *' preserve"  these  people  for  their  votes. 
It  had  been  dime  by  the  Liberals  as  well  as  Conservatives. 
Mr.  J.  H.  Turner  and  Mr.  Greenwood  had  fetched  voters 
from  the  Workhouse.  He  did  not  promise  anything  to 
the  men. 

Mr.  Cave — He  knew  Mr.  Tanner  had  got  some  men  out 
of  the  House,  and  he  went  with  him  to  get  more.  He 
heard  from  Tanner  the  uight  previous  to  fetching  the  men 
that  he  had  pome  men  at  his  house. 

Mr.  John  Henry  Turner  said  he  had  taken  an  interest 
in  election^,  but  had  never  been  engaged.  It  was  an 
entire  mistake  on  the  part  of  tbe  last  witness  that  he 
fetched  voters  from  the  Workhouse.  Many  years  ago  he 
believed  Mr.  Greenwood  fetched  some  of  the  inmates.  ^  It 
was  then  a  race  who  should  get  them.  He  was  alluding 
to  what  was  done  about  20  years  ago.  He  did  not  receive 
any  money  for  services  at  the  election. 

William  Greenwood,  3,  Canal  Street,  said  be  was  em-  < 
ployed  by  Mr.  Gregson  as  a  messenger  in  May,  and  he 
received  2^.  10s.  In  April  he  worked  for  the  Liberals 
He  asked  Mr.  Buckell  for  a  job  in  May,  but  he  could  not 
get  OU;  and  he  went  where  he  could  obtain  employment. 
He  was  not  a  voter. 

John  Costar  said  he  lived  in  Church  Street  at  the  time 
of  the  election.  He  was  employed  by  Mr.  Gynes  as  a 
messenger  and  received  21,  6s,  In  April  he  worked  for  the 
Liberals,  and  was  paid  4/.  2s.  6d.  There  was  not  a  com- 
mittee>room  at  his  house. 

William  Gardener,  shoemaker,  Cardigan  Street,  said 
bis  room  was  engaged  as  a  posting  station  by  the  Con- 
servatives for  which  he  received  3^  He  was  also  a  mes- 
senger, and  was  paid  30s.  He  went  to  a  breakfast  at  Mr. 
Payne's  house  in  Little  Clarendon  Btreet.  He  was  a 
Liberal  in  April,  as  he  had  a  bit  of  a  dispute  with  the 
Conservatives.    He  changed  again  in  May.    (A  laugh.) 

Joseph  Simms,  11,  Cardigan  Street,  beerhouse  keeper, 
said  on  the  election  day  his  horse  and  cart  was  hired  by 
Mr.  Gregson,  and  he  received  30^.  He  was  not  authorised 
to  give  any  beer  at  his  house.  One  day  he  was  at  his 
brother-io -law's  house — Stephen  Drewett — the  Woodstock 
Arms,  Summertown,  when  JPayne  said  he  could  give  11. 
worth  of  beer  away.  Drewitt  supplied  the  beer  ordered 
by  Payne. 
F.  Walker,   Woodstock  Road,   Stunmertown,  siud  he 
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was  employed  by  Mr.  Brooks  to  look  after  flags.  He  was 
paid  30b.  for  this  and  SOs.  for  biU-postinfc. 

Mr.  Payne  said  Simms  had  stated  his  home  was  not 
nsed  for  treating,  but  he  had  sent  him  in  a  bill  for  21. 

Mr.  I.  Luker,  Long  Handborough,  said  he  was  not  em- 
ployed at  the  election.  He  did  not  take  any  interest  in  it. 
He  called  on  Charles  Walker  before  the  election,  bat  he 
did  not  ask  him  for  his  vote.  There  was  no  treating  at 
his  honse.  Walker  had  told  a  tisane  of  falsehoods.  He 
did  not  know  he  had  a  vote.  He  believed  the  20^.  reward 
for  detection  of  bribery  tempted  Walker.  There  was  no 
foundation  for  the  statement  that  he  bribed  a  man  named 
Trinder.  William  Price,  his  fatfaer-in-law.  was  at  Hand- 
borough  on  the  polling  day.  He  believed  he  was  a  Be- 
publican,  but  he  did  not  vote.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with 
getting  him  away  from  Oxford. 

Walter  Nobbs,  Jericho,  said  he  had  beer  at  Payne's 
bou^e  during  the  election,  but  he  paid  for  it.  He  kept  the 
Gardeners'  Arms,  and  was  told  by  some  one,  he  did  not 
know  who,  to  sopply  a  pound's  worth  of  beer  at  the  elec- 
tion, and  he  supplied  more,  but  he  had  not  been  paid  for  it. 
He  believed  that  Payne  and  he  had  talked  the  matter  over. 

Payne  said  he  believed  there  was  a  kind  of  hint  given  to 
Nobbs  to  supply  the  beer,  but  he  did  not  do  so  personally. 

The  GommiBsioners  did  not  believe  the  witness  that  he 
did  not  know  on  whose  credit  he  supplied  the  beer,  and 
disallowed  his  expenses. 

Simms,  of  the  Fountain,  was  re-called,  and  said  he  had 
a  fagot-yard  at  the  back  of  his  brother-in-law's,  and  had 
poles  there,  and  he  supposed  he  put  the  items  for  beer  and 
poles  together.  Pajne  ordered  the  poles  of  him.  The 
beer  that  was  supplied  was  had  at  the  Woodstock  Arms 
and  not  at  the  Fountain. 

Alfred  Lay,  baker,  and  landlord  of  the  Baker's  Arms, 
Cudigan  Street,  said  he  supplied  no  beer  during  the  elec- 
tion without  being  paid  for  it,  and  he  took  no  part  in  the 
election  whatever. 

Payne  said  he  was  under  the  impression  that  Lay  was 
included  with  the  others  to  supply  beer,  and  if  there  had 
been  no  petition  or  commission  he  believed  an  account 
would  have  been  sent  in. 

The  witness  said  he  gave  no  beer  away.  He  hkd.  sent 
in  a  bill  for  7s.  6d.  for  refreshments,  which  were  ordered 
by  Mabbatt  and  Foster,  and  also  a  bill  for  18s.  4d.  for 
mmt  for  paste,  both  of  which  had  been  psid.  He  had 
watched  the  Conservative  flags. — Expenses  disallowed. 

Mr.  J.  Bailey,  Marston  Street,  said  he  canvassed  as  a 
volunteer  for  the  Conservatives  in  St.  Clement's,  and  re« 
ceived  nothing. 

George  Smith,  of  the  Wellington.  Jericho,  said  that 
Payne  called  on  him  once  and  said,  "  We  shall  win  this 
time."  That  was  in  May;  he  supplied  no  beer  without 
paymenti    He  bad  not  been  paid  Sst  6d.  by  Malbbatt. 
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Mr.  M.  Bellamy,  WeUingfeon  Square,  bookbinder, 
said  he  wm  employed  as  clerk  at  the  Aoebuok  at  the  May 
electioo,  and  received  6^. 

Charles  Cook,  Gloucester  Green,  bootmaker,  deposed  to 
be'og  employed  as  a  messenger  by  Bennett,  and  received 
SOa.  from  him.  He  received  5s.  a  day  when  the  others 
were  getting  7s.  6d.,  because  he  supposed  they  could  do  as 
they  liked  with  him.  (Laughter.)  He  also  had  lOa.  from 
Berr^  for  refreshments  during  the  week.  At  the  first 
election  he  received  28.  6d.  from  Payne,  who  employed  a 
number  of  men  to  go  to  Morrell's  field  to  see  that  the 
Squire  was  not  mobbed.  (Laughter.)  They  would  not 
take  the  job  in  hand  because  they  did  not  like  the  look 
of  us.    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Albert  Beokley,  the  Pheasant  Inn,  St.  Giles's, 
said  he  did  not  take  auy  part  in  the  May  election.  He 
supplied  the  St.  Giles'  room  with  refreshments  amountiDg 
to  122.  3s.  6d.  At  the  first  election  his  claim  was  for 
202.  14s.  6d.,  which  had  been  paid.  He  was  also  paid 
62.  4s.  for  pony  traps  and  bath  chairs  in  May. 

Mabbatt  recalled,  said  he  did  not  remember  paying 
Geo.  Smith  8s.  6d.  for  ale. 

Mr.  Cave— The  accounts  say  so. 

Mabbatt  said^  then  it  must  have  been  for  the  first  else* 
tioD.  Smith  did  not  recollect  it.  There  was  oertainly 
no  account.  Mabbatt  said  he  was  poaitive  thor^  was  an 
account. 

Thos.  Beath,  of  the  Boyal  Oak,  St  Olemept^i,  said 
his  was  a  Conservative  bouse.  He  worked  for  Mr.  HsU 
at  the  election.  He  did  not  give  away  anv  beer,  and  he  did 
not  do  much  trade  during  the  election  work.  He  drank  more 
than  he  sold.  (Laughter. )  Perhaps  the  reason  the  people 
did  not  come  into  his  house  was  because  they  thought  he 
would  not  give  them  "  strap."  Bode  did  not  come  within 
a  hundred  yards  of  his  house,  or  he  should  have  smelt  him. 
(Laughter.)  He  was  a  story  teller  to  say  he  had  a  glass 
of  beer  wittiout  paying  for  it. 

By  Mr.  Cave— He  might  take  22.,  32.,  or  42.,  a  woek, 

Mr.  Cave  declined  to  allow  witness's  expenses. 

William  Adams,  a  caterer  for  public  amusements,  said 
be  was  employed  by  Mr.  Bickerton  as  a  olork  on  the 
election  day,  for  which  he  received  12.  Is. 

Mr.  E.  rassey.  Cold  Harbour,  papermaker,  said  be  did 
not  supply  any  conveyances  at  the  May  election.  Nomoney 
passed  throush  his  hands.  He  did  not  treat  Moses  Day. 
He  paid  for  ful  the  beer  be  had. 

Mr.  C.  William  Blundell,  Cross  Keys,  9ueen  Stc«pt,  said 
be  did  not  take  any  interest  in  the  election.  He  did  not 
treat  anyone  with  beer,  or  receive  instructions  from  anyone 
lor  beer  to  be  drunk  on  bis  premises.  Stanlej^,  a  man 
from  London,  lodsred  with  him,  and  .watched  his  hoose. 
He  did  not  know  that  the  Bim>inghain  men  were  looUog 
afttar  him.    Trade  was  p\^ui  aa  uBual.    It  was  ii4ttrae» 
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as  had  been  stated  by  Bjatley,  th:it  people  had  beer 
wibhoat  paying  for  it. 

Mr.  T.  Smith,  the  GreyhouQ'],  Worcester  Street,  said 
the  beer  druok  at  his  house  was  paid  for.  Ue  did  uot 
receive  instructions  from  anyone  to  supply  beer.  The 
trade  was  a  little  better  than  usual  duriug  the  election 
week. 

Samuel  Alder,  journeyman  butcher,  said  he  saw  Mr. 
Nix  about  the  election  time.  He  did  not  get  any  money 
for  the  election,  but  he  barro  wad  half-a-dovereign  of  him 
before  the  election  was  thought  of.  He  had  not  paid  it 
him  back  because  he  had  been  laid  up.  Mr.  Nix  never 
spoke  to  him  about  the  election.  The  money  was  partly 
for  his  mother't<  insurance  and  partly  for  rent. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Nix,  Alder  said  it  was  true  that  he  told 
him  not  to  connect  the  lending  of  the  half -sovereign  with 
the  election. 

Mr.  Humphrey  Smith  said  he  was  landlord  of  the 
Lamb  and  Flag,  High  Street,  St.  Tbomas's.  He  was 
attached  to  Mr.  Tamer's  Committee-room,  and  his' 
business  was  to  try  an  J  prevent  drinking  as  much  as 
possible.  (Laughter.)  His  takings  daring  the  election 
were  a  great  deal  better  than  usual,  aad  he  was  sure  there 
was  no  treating  at  his  house. 

Mr.  William  Simmons,  of  the  Hope  and  Anchor, 
Greorge-street,  said  he  supplied  refreshments  to  the  Com- 
mittee room  in  St.  Ebbe's.  Tne  amount  was  IL  I69. 
They  were  ordered  by  Mr.  G-ynes.  He  attended  the 
Committee  room  and  assisted.  He  hid  sent  in  a  claim 
for  services  to  the  amount  of  13/.  for  the  two  elections. 
In  the  firdt  election  he  did  the  same  thing.  He  had  not 
had  the  money.  He  supplied  refreshments  at  the  first 
election  to  the  amount  of  21,  8s. 

By  Mr.  Cave — He  found  the  work  was  occupying  a 
fsreat  deal  of  his  time,  and  that  was  why  he  sent  ic  bis 
claim.    There  was  no  treating  at  his  house. 

Henry  Davis,  Headington  Quarry,  tailor,  said  Mr. 
John  Lyne  canvassed  him  for  his  vote.  He  did  not  give 
him  any  dinner.  Afterwards  he  saw  him  at  Headington. 
He  said  he  would  give  him  plenty  of  money  if  he  would 
vote  for  Mr.  Hall,  and  make  it  good  for  him  after  the 
election  was  over.  He  gave  him  a  pint  of  beer  and  also  a 
shilling,  which  he  said  was  to  pay  his  expenses  in  coming 
down.  He  never  ordered  any  coals  of  Mr.  Buckell.  He 
bought  a  ton  of  Mr.  Goold,  and  Mr.  Buckell  knew 
nothing  of  it.  Mr.  Groold  did  not  know  he  was  a  voter. 
He  had  voted  for  the  Liberals  above  forty  years,  and  had 
never  been  bribed  in  his  life.  Mr.  Lyne  did  not  bribe 
him.  (Laughter.)  He  had  not  had  any  coal  since.  He 
had  not  wanted  it. 

By  Mr.  Cave— Sometimes  he  had  10  cwt.  or  12  cwt.  at 
a  time.  He  gave  evidence  on  the  petition  against  Mr. 
N«ate.     He  was  then  charged  with  receiving  a  bribe,  but 
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he  went  to  the  Heuae  of  Commons  and  proved  he  was 
innocent.  He  saw  Albert  Savage  at  the  Black  Horse,  St. 
Clement's,  and  he  grossly  insulted  him.  Arthur  Harris 
asked  him  if  he  would  vote  for  the  Squire  for  half-a-sove* 
reign.  He  told  him  he  would  call  for  an  answer  rome  hours 
afterwards.  In  the  meantime  Mr.  Yenables  solicited  his 
vote  on  behalf  of  the  I/iberals,  and  he  told  him  he  should 
votn  as  he  had  always  done.  Harris  afterwards  said  he 
thought  it  was  no  good  asking  him  to  vote  for  Mr.  HalL 
He  did  not  see  Mr.  Buckell  during  the  election.  The 
order  for  the  coal  was  given  some  hours  after  he  had 
voted.  Lyne  pressed  him  very  hard  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall, 
and  gave  him  beer  and  a  shilling. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — He  had  not  told  anybody  he  had  a 
sovereign  to  vote  for  Sir  William  Harcourt.  He  had  not 
dealt  with  Mr.  Goold  before,  and  he  did  not  give  him  any 
reference.    He  had  never  had  anything  like  a  ton  before. 

Witness  asked  for  his  expenses. 

Mr.  Cave — I  think  you  must  come  and  ask  ns  when 
yon  havelpaid  for  the  coal.    ( Laughter. ) 

Mr.  W.  B.  Pratt,  assistant  manager  to  Messrs.  Hall 
and  Co.,  said  he  canvassed  the  out-town  freemen  at  the 
May  Section.  He  had  not  sent  in  a  claim  for  bis  services. 
The  account  he  had  sent  in  was  for  getting  up  evidence 
witii  the  view  to  a  petition  against  Sir  William  Harcourt's 
return  in  Annl.  He  made  enquiries  and  employed  one  or 
two  men.  He  heard  there  was  a  direct  case  of  bribery 
at  Beading,  but  he  found  he  was  off  the  scent  there. 
John  Brooking,  of  Bladon,  said  be  had  been  offered 
money  if  he  would  vote  for  Sir  William  Harcourt.  One 
man  who  had  called  on  him  was  William  Seeley,  and  the 
other  Henry  Cox, '  but  he  did  not  know  which  it  was  that 
offered  the  money.  They  also  wanted  a  man  at  Oharlton- 
on-Otmoor  to  vote  in  place  of  his  brother. 

William  Edward  Plnmridge  said  Alder  paid  him  15b.  in 
April  for  rent.  Witness  was  not  the  agent  for  an  insurance 
company,  and  he  had  not  naid  any  money  for  insurance 
for  a  policy  on  the  lite  of  Alaer's  mother. 

Mr.  H.  Smith,  New-Inn-Hall-streef,  painter  and 
grainer,  said  he  was  employed  by  the  Conservatives  at 
the  Committee  room  at  W barton *d  in  Cornmarket-street. 
He  did  not  receive  anythincc  for  his  services.  He  told  the 
party  that  he  would  leave  the  question  of  consideration  to 
themselves. 

Edward  Jones,  15,  Caroline-street,  caipenter,  said  he 
was  employed  by  the  Liberals  to  watch  ^the  ]?ir  Tree 
T^avem  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  st^e  yl  treating  waa 
going  on.  On  the*  Thursday  before  the  election  he  saw 
drinking  going  on  at  the  Fir  Tree  Tavern,  and  he  waa 
pressed  to  have  a  glass  of  "  nectar,"  which  he  did  not  fmy 
for.  On  Friday}  he  saw  men  supplied  with  beer  wmch 
they  did  not  pay  for.  He  had  a  sovereign  for  his  services 
from  Mr.  Mallam,  and  at  the  first  election  he  bad  10a 
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On  the  VHdaj  he  saw  two  papers  representing  bow  people 
were  to  yote,  and  on  one  he  saw  the  No.  302  or  303. 

Mr.  Thomas  Sheldon,  Museum-terrace,  cabin  et-maker, 
deposed  to  being  a  volunteer  oaovaaser  on  the  Liberal  side 
in  Jericho  at  both  elections.  He  received  about  7L  on  the 
May  election  for  the  use  of  his  room  as  a  Committee 
room,  refreshments,  and  personal  expenses,  and  services. 
He  was  paid  by  Buckell,  and  the  materials  for  colours  he 
ordered  from  London,  and  the  bill  came  to  59^.  18s.  lOd. 

Mr.  Jos.  Hicks,  tailor,  said  he  was  employed  in  can- 
vassing by  the  Liberal  Association.  There  was  a  Com- 
mittee room  at  his  house,  and  he  received  U,  Colours 
were  freely  distributed  from  the  Liberal  Hall. 

William  Howkins,  Hythe  Bridflre-street,  said  his  room 
was  used  as  a  Committee  room.  It  was  engaged  by  Mr. 
Bnokeli,  and  he  received  10/.  Some  of  his  vehicles  were 
used,  and  he  was  paid  U,  He  had  also  received  3^.  15s. 
for  his  services  in  going  round  to  meetings  and  other 
places  to  see  how  things  were  going  on.  In  April  he  was 
paid  131,  for  his  room  and  11^.  15s.  for  vehicles.  John- 
stone was  chairman  of  the  Committee  room.    (Laughter.) 

Albert  Smith,  landlord  of  the  Queen,  Cowley -road,  saia 
he  took  an  active  part  in  the  May  election.  He  was  partly 
what  he  termed  "  whipper-in  **  the  last  day.  He  nad  a 
pony  and  trap  bringing  up  as  many  as  he  could.  He 
superintended  the  bill  stickers  and  flag  making.  Most  of 
the  material  came  through  Mr.  Webber  Patterson.  There 
were  nine  or  ten  under  his  command.  Almost  everyone 
that  oame  in  put  his  shoulder  to  the  whe<>l.  A  flag  was 
made  almost  every  minute,  like  at  a  manufactory.  They 
knew  at  the  Committee  room  oi^osite  that  he  was  making 
flags.  The  material  had  to  be  paid  for.  The  amount  of 
his  bills  was  871,  odd  for  flags,  refreshments,  and  pony-trap 
hire,  which  bad  not  been  paid  for.  He  had  charged  11,  Ss. 
for  fetching  a  man  from  Abingdon.  He  met  him  at  Cold 
Harbour  and  did  not  go  any  farther.  He  admitted  that 
was  rather  an  extortionate  charge.  In  Princes-street,  out 
of  73  houses  he  should  think  there  were  only  four  for  Mr. 
Hall.  They  all  had  red  flags.  At  the  first  election  be* 
received  82.  There  was  also  another  bill  for  flags  in  St. 
Clement's  district,  amounting  to  362.  68.  8d.,  and  that 
had  been  paid  by  Mr.  Dayman.  He  believed  he  sent  that 
to  Mr.  Morrell.  Witness  said  be  thought  it  would  be  oat 
of  the  question  to  ask  for  his  expenses. 

Mr.  Cave~I  would  not  if  I  were  you.  Put  it  upon  the 
bill.    (Loud  laughter  and  applause.i 

John  Savin,  Woodstock-road,  foreman  at  the  brick  yard* 
said  his  father  gave  him  5s.  not  to  vote  at  the  election. 
He  received  the  money  the  week  after  the  election.  He 
told  him  if  he  was  not  going  to  vote  he  would  go  away, 
and  he  did  so.  He  said  he  got  the  money  from  Mr.  Dayman. 

^thur  Hawkins,  Snmmertown,  said  be  received  48.  at 
each  election*  for  being  one  of  the  Liberal  Guardr 
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Greorge  William  Portman,  Friars  Satry,  eaid  he  was 
employed  by  Mr.  Bennett  and  received  7a.  6d.  a  day. 
He  was  paid  5a,  a  day  in  April. 

John  Phillips,  of  Nelson-street,  landlord  of  the  Car- 
penter's Arms,  said  he  did  not  supple  any  beer  dnrin(( 
the  election.  Neither  Mr.  P^yne  nor  Mr.  Calcutt  called 
on  him. 

Payne  said  this  was  true,  but  he  put  down'8^.,  as  Mr. 
Calcutt  said  the  publicans  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
treating  would  expect  something. 

William  Keep,  engaged  at  the  Central  Conservative 
Committee  room,  received  21.  10b,  for  messenger's  work. 

Albert  Bosaom,  89,  Cardigan -street,  said  he  was  em- 
ployed as  canvasser  by  the  Conservatives  and  received  52. 
6«.  He  also  received  10.-).  from  Payne  for  general  expenses. 
He  bad  U,  for  supplying  refreshments  on  the  polling  day. 

Frederick  Whitfield,  53,  Wal run-street,  tailor's  trimmer, 
said  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Wells,  and  received  11,  10s. 
as  a  messenger. 

John  Green,  Drewett's-court,  St.  Giles's,  said  he  was  a 
m«*ssenger  at  the  Roebuck,  and  received  11, 

Mr.  James  Dawson,  North-parade,  chemisVs  assistant, 
said  he  was  clerk  at  the  Roebuck.  He  was  paid  51,  In 
April  he  was  paid  21,  for  four  days'  work. 


THIRTY-NINTH  DAY.— Saturday, 

January  1. 

At  the  opening  of  the  inquiry  on  Saturday  Mr.  Cave, 

8.C.,  said^'In  the  statement  I  made  yesterday  at  the 
ourt  there  was  an  error  in  the  sum  which  I  stated  not  to 
have  been  accounted  for  owing  to  my  having  taken  inti» 
account  by  some  accident  the  first  election  only  and  not 
the  second.  The  sum  wbich  is  not  accounted  for  in  the 
Conservative  accounts  is  really  1700£.  and  not  75d{.  And 
when  I  say  it  is  not  accounted  for  I  do  not  regard  such  an 
acbount  as  that  which  Mr.  Plowman  furnished  yesterday, 
in  which  an  item  of  128^.  was  divided  into  snms,  one  dOL 
and  the  other  481,  t  as  being  at  all  a  satisfactory  account 
of  what  has  become  of  that  money.  It  doea  not  state  the 
persons  to  whom  the  money  was  paid,  or  what  proportion 
they  had  of  it,  or  give  one  a  chanee  of  checking  it  to  ascer- 
tain whether  it  is  right  or  wrong.  Understanding  the 
deficiency  in  that  sense  I  find  in  the  first  election  Mr. 
Walsh  fails  to  account  for  902.,  and  at  the  second  election 
2452. ;  Mr.  Bacon  falls  to  account  for  852.  in  the  first  elec- 
tion, and  in  the  second  152. ;  Mr.  Bennett  fails  to  account 
at  the  first  election  for  302.,  and  in  the  second  992. ;  B£r. 
Churms  fails  to  account  in  the  second  election  for  262. ; 
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Mr.  Evetts  fails  to  account  in  the  fint  election  for  2002., 
and  in  the  seoond  3502. ;  Mr.  Plowman  fails  to  account  in 
the  first  election  for  1202.,  and  in  the  second  1052. ;  Mr, 
Thomas  in  the  first  election  for  1602.,  and  in  the  seoond 
902.,  and  I  say  with  regard  to  Mr.  Thomas  that  in  the  first 
election  the  sum  uoaccoudted  for  is  the  whole  sum  he  has 
received.  He  has  not  at  prasent  given  me  any  account, 
but  has  promised  to  do  so  as  far  &%  he  can,  acd  therefore 
for  some  portion  of  that  he  may  be  able  to  render  an 
account ;  Mr.  Turner,  second  election,  102. ;  Mr.  Ward, 
902.  Now  thf>se  are  the  sums  which  are  not  professed  to 
be  accounted  for  otherwise  than  by  these  general  figures  I 
have  mentioned,  which  really  throw  no  light  on  the 
matter.  But  in  addition  to  that  the  accounts  which  are 
given  are  in  many  respects  as  to  some  of  these  gentlemen 
extremely  inaccurate.  Mr.  Churms's  account  in  particular 
is  very  ia  accurate,  and  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
test  it  by  calliog  the  persons  who  are  alleged  to  have  re- 
ceived the  sums  which  he  has  stated  he  has  paid,  we  have 
found  in  almost  every  instance  these  sums  are  wrong,  and 
consequently  there  is  beside  the  deficiency  a  very  great 
amount  of  inaccuracy  in  the  return  altogether,  and  if  that 
came  to  be  set  right  the  deficiency  would  be  very  much 
more  considerable  than  it  actually  appears  to  be.  It  is 
hardly  .necebsary  to  say  that  an  account  does  not  account 
for  the  deticiency  by  takinsr  a  sum  of  money  and  dividing 
it  among  a  number  of  people  who  have  not  received  those 
sums,  or  if  they  have  received  this  money  at  all  they  have 
received  very  much  smaller  amounts. 

Professor  Green  said  he  was  informed  within  a 
week  of  the  election  that  fae  Hmile  ballot  papers 
had  been  discovered.  He  remembered  speaking  to 
the  late  Town  Clerk  about  it,  and  it  was  his  impression 
that  he  heard  of  it  from  him.  He  did  not  hear  that  they 
were  found  in  the  ballot-boxes,  but  that  they  were  about. 
There  was  a  suspicion  that  some  might  have  buen  used 
because  others  had  been  found  about.  There  was  abso- 
lutely no  ground  for  supposing^  that  the  ballot  papers  were 
looked  over  after  the  poliiug.  He  was  one  of  the 
petitioners.     He  and   others   had  certain    grounds  for 

Setitioning  which  they  were  prepared  to  substantiate. 
In  the  Sunday  after  the  polling  he  had  come  to  the  con* 
dusion  to  proceed  with  tho  petition  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power,  and  meetinf^s  were  held,  and  on  the  10th  of  May 
it  was  decided  to  take  preliminary  steps. 

Mr.  Bickerton,  the  Town  Clerk,  produced  the  election 
expenses  for  1874.  The  expenf^es  of  Mr.  Card  well  were 
13692.  7s.  2d.,  Mr.  Harcourt  12632.  2s.  lid.,  and  Mr.  Hall 
19662.  8d.  at  the  General  Election.  At  the  election  in 
March  the  expenses  of  Mr.  Hall  were  26992.  7s.  3d.,  and 
Mr.  Lewis  20272.  10s. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bennett  was  called,  and  Mr.  Cave  said — 
We  have  gone  through  your  accounts  and  we  find  there  ia 
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a  deficiency  on  the  fint  election  of  301.,  and  on  the  seoond 
90^,  and  we  hope  daring  the  adjoamment  you  will  make 
oub  an  accurate  account,  and  not  an  account  in  whidi 
persons  are  down  for  money  which  they  never  receiveu. 

The  witness  said  he  would  do  the  best  he  could. 

Mr.  £vett8  was  called,  and  Mr.  Cave  said  there  was  a 
deficiency  on  th«  first  election  in  his  accounts  of  2002. ,  and 
on  the  second  3502.,  and  that  was  without  taking  into 
account  certain  figures  he  had  given  them,  because  thev 
did  not  regard  them  really  as  being  an  explanation  at  all 
satisfactory. 

Mr.  Evetts  distinctly  denied  ever  having  received  the 
1002.  which  had  been  mentioned  by  Mr.  Draper.    . 

Mr.  Draper  said  he  believed  he  paid  the  1002.  to  Mr. 
Scragg,  a  clerk  in  Mr.  Evetts's  ofiice,  on  the  26th  of  April, 
and  the  502.  he  gave  to  Mr.  Evetts. 

Mr.  Evetts  sAid  that  would  account  for  1002.  of  his 
deficiency.  He  was  in  liondon  on  the  26th  of  April,  and 
Mr.  Scragg  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Tbe  whole  expanse, 
3222.  14s  5d.,  of  preparing  evidence  to  rebut  the  petition 
oame  from  him. 

Mr.  Cave  said  the  account  was  simply  a  statement  of 
how  the  money  was  divided.  What  the  CommissionerB 
wanted  were  the  names  of  the  persons  to  whom  the  money 
was  paid,  so  as  to  test  the  mode  of  how  imd  where  the 
money  was  laid  out. 

Mr.  Evetts  said  all  the  accounts  relating  to  the  West 
Ward  were  cleared  up  by  the  22nd  of  May.  How  it  oeuld 
be  expected  that  the  accounts  of  two  elections,  a  petition, 
making  street  lists,  registration  expenses,  and  the  expenses 
connected  with  the  reorganization  of  the  Conservative 

Earty,  could  be  separated  now  after  six  months'  interval 
e  could  not  understand ;  had  he  known  that  the  Com* 
missioners  were  coming  of  course  an  account  could  have 
been  kept  at  the  time.  He  had  been  through  the  sums  of 
money  received,  and  he  could  not  get  to  within  10002.  •t 
the  10,3002.  which  it  had  been  stated  had  been  supplied 
for  the  elections.  With  regard  to  the  ballot  papers,  he 
submitted  that  what  was  wanted  to  be  known  was  how 
many  ballot  papers  there  were  in  the  box,  and  how  many, 
if  any,  of  these  ballot  papers  appeared  to  he /oc  aimtU 
paperd  not  stamped  with  the  oificial  stamp.  There  was 
no  occasion  to  examine  the  counterfoils  because  they 
knew  from  the  original  counting  how  many  ballot  papers 
were  issued.  He  might  observe  that  as  the  fw  nmUe 
papers  (if  any  «h3uld  be  found  in  the  box)  must  have  been 
used  by  the  persons  to  whom  ballot  papers  were  issued  by 
the  presiding  officer,  no  fraud  was  committed  by  the 
issuing  of  the  fete  simUe  papers,  for  after  all  that  could 
only  have  been  substituted  by  the  voter  for  the  correct 
ballot  paper.  He  wished  to  be  allowed  also  to  add  to  his 
f ormei  statement  that  the  Ballot  Act,  by  reference  to  the 
iStatute  6  Vic.  c.  18,  provides  that  after  uie  declaration  of 


878 

the  poll  the  Retarning  Officer  is  forthwith  to  seal  up  the 
ballot  papers  and  '^as  soon  as  possible"  to  deliver  the 
same  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown,  or  to  the  Postmaster  of 
the  towQ  for  trinsmission  to  him.  At  present  no  reason 
whatever  has  been  ^\7en  why  the  ballot  boxes  were  not 
transmitted  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Grown  as  soon  as  possible 
as  directed  by  the  Act,  and  he  might  draw  their  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  Post  Offioa  is  nnder  the  spot  where 
the  Mayor  s&t  at  the  counting,  and  the  distance  from  the 
spot  to  the  Post  Office  is  actually  less  than  to  the  place  in 
which  the  boxes  were  alleged  to  have  been  kept  duriog 
Saturday  night,  the  whole  of  Sunday,  and  until  Monday 
afternoon. 

Mr.  Robert  Thomas,  Tutor  of  St.  Alban  Hall,  was  re- 
called, and  s  ud  he  left  an  additional  account  with  regard 
to  the  May  election  last  Wednesday  with  the  Secretary. 
He  had  not  been  able  to  get  anything  further  in  reference 
to  that  at  present.  In  regard  to  the  sum  of  402.  he  ac- 
counted for  that  to  Mr.  Draper.  Then  with  reference  to 
the  sum  of  1952.  included  in  the  account,  that  was  not  his 
statement  but  Mr.  Draper's.  Mr.  Draper  said  in  his 
evideoce  that  he  took  2002.  from  the  bank,  and  when  he 
got  back  he  found  1952.  He  thought  it  wa^  rather  hard 
to  ask  him  to  account  for  that,  or  throw  the  onu^  on  his 
account.  With  regard  to  the  April  aocouats  he  had  not 
been  able  to  get  a  full  return,  but  he  thought  he  should  be 
able  to  do  s  >  in  a  few  days.  He  should  just  like  to  say, 
after  the  severe  remarks  the  President  uttered  the  other 
day,  which  he  still  felt  were  undesRrved,  he  must  confess 
that  so  far  as  he  was  concerned— excludiag  the  fact,  perhaps, . 
that  more  persons  were  employed  than  legally  should 
be — he  felt  bound  to  challenge  any  person  in  Oxford 
to  prove  that  he  was  guilty  of  bribery  in  one  single 
instance,  and  he  defied  anyone  to  prove  it.  Of  course, 
there  was  an  unnecessary  number  of  persons  employed, 
but,  beyond  that,  he  did  not  regard  himself  as  being 
in  any  way  connected  with  an  illegal  act  so  far  as  he  was 
aware. 

Mr.  Cave  said  that,  as  far  as  they  could  at  present  bear 
in  mind,  he  did  not  know  that  there  was  any  charge  of 
bribery  against  him  exeept  the  one  of  colourable  em- 
ployment. 

Mr.  Thomas — ^That,  of  course,  I  must  admit. 

Mr.  Cave — That,  of  course,  is  bribery,  although  appa- 
rently it  was  regarded  here,  at  all  events,  as  'Standing  on  a 
different  footing  from  bribery  which  consists  in  the  direct 
administration  of  money  without  any  pretence  of  any 
return  being  given.    This  is  a  point  we  will  not  go  into. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  perhaps  there  was  this  excuse,  that 
being  a  stranger  he  was  really  acting  under  advice  rather 
than  directing  advice. 

Mr.  Charms  was  informed  by  the  Oommisaionen  that 
he  must  account  for  the  defioionoy  in  hie  aoooanti  in  the 
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best  way  he  ooolcL  Persons  bad  come  there  who  bad 
deposed  to  receiving  much  less  than  he  had  pat  down  to 
them.  Why  had  he  not  gone  round  to  the  men,  and 
ascertained  from  them  the  amounts  they  received. 

The  Witness  said  he  had  put  down  the  amounts  from 
memory,  and  he  did  not  think  he  could  do  any  more. 

Mr.  Cave  said  then  he  might  depend  upon  it  he  wonld 
be  reported  for  presenting  fictitious  accounts.  Unless  the 
Oommissionere  had  a  complete  account  from  him,  whidi 
be  would  be  able  to  furnish  by  making  enquiries  of  the 
persons  to  whom  he  had  paid  the  money  they  would 
certainly  refuse  to  give  him  a  certificate,  and,  if  they  did 
so,  he  would  probably  be  prosecuted  for  bribery. 

Mr.  Gee  was  called,  and  the  Commissioners  said  they 
desired  to  have  a  complete  account  from  him  with  regard 
to  the  first  election. 

The  witness  said  he  had  furnished  all  claims  in  the  first 
election  he  was  connected  with. 

^  Mr.  Cave — Are  tbe  amounts  paid  correct,  or  are  they 
like  those  of  Mr.  Churms's  at  the  second  election,  whicH 
are  illusory  ?  For  instance,  people  are  down  for  1/.  16s.» 
who  only  received  7s.  6d. 

The  witness  said  the  amounts  put  down  in  his  account 
were  certainly  paid  to  the  men. 

Mr.  Scriigg,  Paradise  Square,  cashier  at  Messrs.  Hall 
and  Co. 's  Brewery,  said, —He  was  quite  sure  he  did  not 
receive  100^.  from  Draper  on  April  26th.  He  believed  he 
received  no  monej  whatever  at  tbe  first  election. 

Mr.  Draper  said, — A  stipulation  was  made  that  100?. 
should  be  paid  out  vof  a  500^.  cheque  to  the  West  WaK), 
and  his  impression  was  that  Mr.  Scragg  had  i^  and  that 
he  gave  a  memorandum  for  it. 

Mr.  Scragg  said  he  had  no  recollection  of  it. '  The  500/. 
had  not  been  mentioned  to  him  before. 

Mr.  Matthews  said  he  had  handed  in  only  the  employ- 
ment sheet  of  the  first  election.  He  would  communicate 
with  Mr.  Bacon  and  prepare  the  other  accounts  and  ex- 
penditnre,  and  also  the  money  he  had  received. 

Mr.  Cripps  was  informed  that  his  accounts  were  kept 
with  accuracy  and  precision,  and  if  the  oilier  accounts  had 
been  as  well  kept  the  City  would  have  been  spared  a  great 
deal  of  expense. 

Mr.  Cripps  thanked  the  Commissioners,  and  expressed 
his  regret  mat  the  expense  had  not  been  spared  the  City. 
As  regardeo^^h^  garden  allotments  at  Summertown,  he 
begged  to  state  that  they  were  entirely  under  the  control 
of  the  Vicar,  and  with  respect  to  the  second  election 
having  been  foi^ited  on  the  City  by  the  Carlton  Club,  on 
the  8th  of  April  there  was  a  conversation  in  which  it  was 
stated  that  Sir  William  Harcourt  would  be  a  Cabinet 
Mmister,  and  Mr.  Hall  said  he  was  game  to  fight,  but  he 
had  incurred  great  expense,  and  he  thought  the  Carlt«n 
should  provide  some  of  the  necessary  funds.     Witneti 
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had  engaged  his  conveyances  by  the  end  of  the  follomng 
week. 

Mr.  Ward,  solicitor,  handed  in  his  accounts  of  the  first 
election,  and  said  he  thought  the  Commissioners  would 
find  them  all  right. 

Thomas  Edwin  Woodcock  said,— He  was  employed  at 
the  Roebuck,  where  Dorrell  actually  paid  the  messengers ; 
he  received  508.  He  paid  the  messengers  on  one  occasion 
at  the  first  election,  and  had  the  money  from  W.  Plowman. 
He  had  a  list  of  nearly  the  whole  of  them,  bat  he  had  not 
put  down  the  amounts  they  received. 

The  witness  was  told  to  see  Mr.  Plowman,  and  assist 
him  in  making  eut  a  list. 

George  Heoges,  1  New  Boad,  said  he  had  18^  128.  7d. 
for  hire  of  committee  room,  in  New-Ian-Hall  Street, 
furniture,  &c.,  by  the  Conservatives.  There  were  six  or 
eight  clerks  and  messengers  there.  At  the  first  election  he 
received  281,  Ss.  3d.  for  the  hire  of  his  room,  &c. 

Thomas  Box,  of  Christ  Church  Buildings,  said,— He  was 
employed  by  W.  Plowman,  and  had  353.  from  Draper,  at 
the  Roebuck. 

William  Tubby,  St.  Thomas's,  said  he  was  employed 
fei|the  Conservatives  by  Turner,  and  had  21,  lOs.  At  the 
first  election  he  received  32.  5s.  from  Cooper  for  working 
for  the  Liberals,  and  5s.  fromBuckell.  Cooper  wasTound 
getting  men  to  canvass.  He  worked  for  the  Conservatives 
on  the  second  election  because  he  did  not  receive  enough 
from  the  Liberals  at  the  first.  Cooper  engaged  a  great 
many  menj;  quite  forty,  he  should  think. 

Samuel  I'uDby,  St.  Thomas's,  said  he  was  engaged  by 
Bnckell  as  messenger  at  the  first  election,  and  was  paid  by 
Cooper.  He  had  IL  per  week.  He  had  rented  under 
Cooper  for  dght  years.  He  had  no  particular  views,  and 
did  not  understand  politics.  (Laughter.)  He  had  3^.  7s. 
Altogether,  and  did  not  believe  that  he  was  asked  for  his 
vote  by  anybody  except  Cooper  at  the  time  he  was  em« 
ployed.  He  voted  at  both  elections^  but  not  the  same 
way. 

John  Dell,  16,  Paradise  Street,  said  he  was  put  on  by 
Buckell,  and  was  paid  by  Cooper.  He  was  out  of  work  at 
the  time,  and  asked  Cooper  for  a  job  ;  he  had  S2.  5s.  At 
the  second  election  he  was  engaged  by  Turner  for  the 
Conservatives,  and  had  31. 10s.  In  1874  he  was  taken  to 
the  poll  by  the  Conservatives  when  he  had  the  rheumatic 
fever,  and  was  left  to  get  home  as  best  he  could,  and  so  he 
voted  Liberal  at  the  first  election  in  1880.  He  was  not 
dissatisfied  with  the  Liberals  over  the  April  election.  He 
voted  for  Mr.  Hall  because  he  was  a  neighbour,  and 
witness  lived  close  to  the  Brewery.  (Laughter.)  H# 
would  not  have  gone  to  the  Liberals  at,  7s.  6d.  a  day. 

Edward  Crapper,  St.  Thomases,  said  he  was  employed 
by  Turner,  and  had  50s.  He  knew  Cooper,  but  he  was  not 
one  of  his  flock  of  '*  lambs."    He  was  a  Conservative. 
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Samuel  Neville,  Christ  Charoh-lraildiiis^  was  employed 
by  Buokell  at  the  Liberal  Hall  and  at  Osney,  and  had  4L 
for  16  days  from  him.  He  was  not  asked  for  his  Tote. 
He  was  not  particularly  a  Liberal  or  a  Oonservatiye,  and 
in  April  voted  for  the  two  old  Members. 

Charles  Hudson,  St.  Thomas's,  was  employed  by  Buckell 
also  after  seeing  Cooper;  he  bad  II,  a  week  for  three  weeks, 
and  10s.  after  the  election.    He  was  not  asked  for  his  vote. 

William  Banks,  St.  Thomas's,  was  employed  by  Buckell 
after  seeing  Cooper;  he  was  out  of  work,  and  had 
dl.  5«.  He  had  food  from  Cooper  in  part  payment.  He 
was  employed  for  the  Conservatives  by  Turner  at  the 
second  election,  and  had  21,  10s.  He  wore  red  ribbons, 
but  his  heart  was  blue.  (Laughter.)  He  did  not  vote  the 
same  way  at  both  elections. 

Samuel  Covey,  St.  Thomas's,  was  employed  by  Buckell 
at  the  first  electioo,  and  received  li.  a  week ;  he  had 
31.  7s.  altogether,  and  was  satisfied.  At  the  second  eleo* 
tion  he  received  1^  from  Turner  for  working  ten  nights 
for  the  Conservatives.  He  was  a  regular  "  blue,"  but  he 
wore  red  ribbons  when  the  bullocks  went  round  the 
town  ;  he  heard  nothing  of  a  procession  of  donkeys.  He 
voted  the  same  way  both  times.  (Laughter.)  He  did  not 
feel  "  at  home"  in  the  red  colours.    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Cave — Then  you  were  a  '*  lamb*' that  had  gone 
astray.    (Laughter.) 

Charles  Annette,  HoUybush-row,  was  engaged  at  the 
first  election  bv  Buckell,  and  had  3^.  5s.,  and  at  the 
second  election  he  had  21, 17s.  from  him.  There  were  not 
so  many  messengers  on  the  second  occasion  at  the  Liberal 
Hall  as  at  the  first,  as  a  good  many  of  them  had  gone  ob 
the  other  side.  Mr.  Hall  gskdd  him  for  hie  vote,  and 
when  he  told  him  he  was  working  for  the  Xiberala  he 
replied^  "You  vote  for  them,  then."    (Applause.) 

Josiah  Whitehead,  33,  Castle-street,  was  engaged  by 
Buckell  at  the  first  election  after  seeing  Cooper,  and  had 
bl,  58.,  partly  in  "tommy,"  from  Cooper.  (Laughter.) 
Mr.  Turner  gave  him  21.  10s.  |He  was  always  a  ^ooa 
Liberal,  but  the  distinction  in  the  pay  torned  his  mmd. 
He  liked  «*  fairations." 

Mr.  Cave— You  like  liberty,  equality,  and  fraternity* 
(Laughter.) 

UiBdward  Couling,  High-street,  Si.  Thomas,  ooal  carrier, 
said  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Buckell  as  a  messenger.  He 
believed  he  received  32. 12s.  in  April,  and  21, 15s.  in  May* 
He  had  3s.  for  going  round  with  the  bullocks  that  paraded 
the  town.    He  did  not  see  a  procession  of  donkeys. 

Charles  Badbone,  High-street,  St.  Thomas,  coal  carrier, 
said  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Buckell  at  the  first  election, 
and  received  32.  5s.    In  May  he  received  2L  lOs. 

John  Hill,  Church  Street,  St.  Ebbe's  labourer,  said  he 
was  employed  by  B|r.  Buckell,  and  received  U,  5s.  and  9fc 
extra  for  going  round  with  the  bullocks. 
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William  Worth,  High-street,  St.  Thomas,  eaid  he  was 
engaged  by  Hr.  Bnckelh  He  received  6^.  in  Apti),  and 
ST.  16s.  in  May. 

Mr.  Nathaniel  Payne,  recalled,  said  the  account  he  had 
sent  in  for  the  first  election  was  as  correct  as  he  could 
make  it.  He  had  paid  money  to  two  of  the  witnesses 
examined  that  morning,  but  did  not  recollect  it  nntH 
he  e^w  them  in  the  box.  With  regard  to  Beatb,  of  St. 
OlemeBt's,  who  said  there  was  no  treating  in  his  house, 
he  (witness)  spent  5s.  in  treating  there,  and  also  gave 
Beath  3^.,  and  only  on  the  day  previously  he  grossly 
insulted  witness  in  the  hall,  among  other  things  callinip: 
him  a  thief.  With  regard  to  the  money  he  had  had,  if 
he  had  chosen  to  be  a  rogue,  he  could  have  stopped 
pounds  and  half  sovereigns  at  a  time,  but  he  was  so 
anxious  for  the  success  of  the  party  that  he  spent  a 
great  deal  in  bribing  people,  and  he  honestly  came 
before  the  Commisaionbrs  and  admitted  it,  and  had  done 
all  in  hia  power  to  account  for  the  money  he  had  spent. 
There  was  not  a  deal  of  treating  at  his  house. 

Mr.  Gynes  was  called,  and  told  by  Mr.  Cave  to  make 
out  as  accurate  an  account  as  he  could.  Mr.  Evetts  had 
told  him  he  paid  502.  more  in  the  election  than  he  ad- 
mitted having  received.  T2iat  was  one  of  the  matters  he 
must  settle  with  Mr.  Evetts. 

Mr.  Gynes  said  he  would  admit  he  might  have  had 
some  small  sums  from  Mr.  Evetts,  but  he  denied  empha- 
tically receivior  5€2.  from  him  in  London. 

Mr.  6.  W.  Cooper,  High- street,  St.  Thomas,  grocer, 
bi^er,  mealman,  and  farmer,  said  he  bad  taken  an  active 
interest  in  politics.  He  undertook  the  canvassing  of  the 
St.  Tbomas  district.  He  kept  a  book.  He  was  returned 
in  1876  as  a  member  of  the  Town  Council,  and  was  still 
a  member.  In  ApHl  he  took  charge  of  a  committee 
room,  asd  recomineuded  some  30  or  40  men  for  employ- 
ment. He  had  30  or  40  tenants  in  the  district,  and  he 
never  went  near  them  to  ask  for  their  vote.  He  thought 
Scovey  voted  Liberal  in  1868.  Some  of  his  tenants 
Mked  if  he  had  any  objection  te  their  displaying  a  blue 
flag,  and  he  told  them  that  he  had  not.  The  men  he 
recommended  to  Mr.  Bucisell,  he  believed,  supported 
him  in  the  municipal  contest.  He  paid  182.  odd  for  flags 
at  the  second  election,  but  had  not  been  repaid. 

By  Mr.  Cave — He  believed  some  of  the  men  would  be 
influenced  by  employment.  At  the  first  election  he  thought 
that  he  paid  away  462.  ISs.  and  312.  12s.  5d.  in  May. 
Several  of  the  men  came  to  him  in  May  and  said  they 
could  get  7s.  6d.  a  day,  and  he  told  them  they  might  do 
so.  At  the  first  election  he  spent  42.  or  52.  in  colours.  Mr. 
Walsh  had  accused  him  of  stealing  known  supporters  of 
Dr.  Deane.  He  wished  him  to  be  called  upon  to  with* 
dznw  the  charge  or  substantiate  it. 

Mr.  Cave — Tou  must  settle  that  with  Mr.  Walsh. 

N  n 
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Hr.  Cooper— Aqd  Mr.  Morrell  bronght  a  charge  of  my 
bribing  5,  10,  or  20  known  OonserFatives.  I  ehoold  like 
Mr.  Morrell  to  fnmiah  me  with  the  namen. 

Mr.  Cave — ^Ton  had  better  write  and  ask  him  for  them. 

Mr.  Thos.  Buokland,  Oastle  Street,  said, — His  house 
was  used  as  a  Committee  room.  He  was  paid  101.  for  it 
in  May,  and  122.  in  April. 

Mr.  Cooper  said  he  thought  it  rather  hard  that  he  shooM 
he  accused  of  bribing  these  men.  He  denied  it  emphatically, 
and  he  ehallenged  any  one  in  the  City  to  bring  forward 
one  case  of  bribery  against  him. 

Mr.  CaFe  said  he  thought  Mr.  Cooper  employed  the  men 
intending  to  influence  their  votes. 

Mr.  Cooper  replied  that  he  was  asked  to  canvass,  and  he 
■aid  that  unless  he  had  13  or  14  men  to  protect  him  he 
should  not  do  so. 

Mr.  Pratt,  recalled,  said  Day,  of  Friar  Street,  said  he 
had  a  pair  of  boots  from  the  Littlegate  Committee-room. 
Mr.  Freeman  told  Mr.  Keeler  that  there  was  no  chance 
of  his  gretting  Wootten's  Charity,  as  he  voted  for  Mr. 
Hall.  Burley,  alias  Field,  said  he  had  2s.  6d.  from  Mr. 
Cooper  at  the  first  election  to  vote  for  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt. 

Mi*.  Cooper  said  he  knew  Field.  He  did  not  know  he 
was  a  voter,  and  he  had  never  asked  him  for  his  vote.  He 
met  him  one  day  wearing  the  blue.  He  said,  "  This  is 
blue,  bat  my  heart's  with  yen.*'  (Laughter.)  He  had 
never  given  him  anything  in  his  life.  The  man  was  not  in 
his  district.  A  charge  had  been  made  against  him,  and 
why  was  not  the  man  brought  to  prove  it.    (Applause.) 

Albert  Savacre  said  he  had  charge  of  this  case.  He 
called  on  Mr.  Simmonds,  Field's  employer,  and  he  said  it 
was  true  that  Mr.  Cooper  had  given  him  half-a-crown. 

John  Hamlet  said  he  was  at  work  at  Woodstock  at  the 
first  election,  and  Mr.  Buckell  gave  him  ISs.  for  his  ex- 
penses  in  coming  to  vote.  He  had  to  pay  a  man  to  do  his 
work.  He  received  22.  lOs.  for  canvassing  for  the  Con- 
servatives  at  the  second  election. 

Edward  Penn,  Hincksey,  said  his  room  wan  used  as  a 
•committee  room,  and  Mr.  Churms  paid  him  41,  lOs. 
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FORTIETH  DAY.— Monday, 
February  13. 

Mr.  Geo.  Mallam,  solicitor,  said—He  was  an  agent  for 
Mr.  Lewis  in  1874.  He  had  not  acted  as  agent  for  any 
candidate  apart  from  his  brother  previous  to  1880.  He 
had  been  in  practise  20  or  25  years,  and  he  assisted  his 
brother  in  everyone  of  the  elections  in  which  he  took  part. 
In  the  election  of  February,  1874,  he  assisted  his  brother, 
whose  health  was  not  very  good.  The  statement  of 
expenditure  was  either  prepared  by  his  brother  or  by  his 
clerk,  Mr.  Arthur  Davis.  Mr.  Collcutt  aaaieted  Mr. 
Hawkins  at  that  time.  The  election  in  which  Mr.  Lewis 
was  a  candidate  took  place  on  the  16th  of  March,  1874,  and 
was  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Cardwell  being  made  a  peer. 
He  and  his  brother  musthave  been  engaged  at  the  end  of 
February.  He  believed  that  a  deputation  waited  upon  Mr. 
Xiewis.  The  Liberals  considered  they  were  very  strong, 
and  that  although  Mr.  Hall  was  very  popular,  it  was 
thought  there  should  be  a  fight.  Mr.  Lewis  had  not 
been  connected  with  Oxford  before.  The  returns  of  Mr. 
Lewis  showed  that  his  expensea  amounted  to  2,0272.  10s. 
Mr.  Lewis  placed  implicit  confidence  in  him,  and  aeked 
for  his  account.  Mr,  Lewis  paid  part  of  the  sum,  and  the 
remainder  was  made  up  by  large  subscriptions.  He 
should  thick,  roughly  speaking,  that  Mr.  Lewis  paid  rather 
more  than  half,  and  the  subscriptions  came  mainly  from 
Oxford  people.  The  whole  of  the  vouchers  were  filed. 
.He  did  not  recollect  the  dcitails  of  his  arrangements  as  to 
the  polling  places,  which  were  much  the  same  as  now. 
The  persons  employed  were  mainly  paid  after  the  election 
day.  Mr.  Buckell  took  no  part  in  that  election,  and  he 
believed  that  no  one  then  had  such  large  powers  or  was  so 
energetic  as  Mr.  Buckell  was  at  the  Ma^  election  It  was 
known  that  the  funds  were  low  and  slight,  and  that  the 
expenditure  must  be  kept  down  as  far  as  possible.  It  was 
thought  at  first  that  the  election  could  be  done  for  1,5002. 
The  employment  of  messengers  in  1874  was  nothing 
like  what  it  was  at  the  May  election  last  year.  He  took 
very  little  part  in  the  April  election  of  last  year,  although 
Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  called  upon  him  and  his  brother  abont 
it.  He  received  a  portion  of  his  fee  for  the  May  election 
quite  lately.  The  cheque  for  1502.  from  Schnadhorst 
came  through  Mr.  Bickertoo,  he  believed,  and  would 
appear  in  the  bank  book. 

hy  Mr.  Cowie — Tbey  had  the  materials  showing  how 
much  money  came  into  the  office  at  the  first  election  in 
1874.  A  contribution  of  5002.  came  from  Lord  Cardwell 
for  Mr.  Lewis's  election,  as  he  felt  he  was  under  an  obliga- 
tion  to  the  City  in  leaving  it  so  suddenly. 

N  n  2 
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By  Mr.  Kdley— He  did  nob  think  there  was  a  Con- 
aecvative  oandidate  from  1841  to  Dr.  Deaoe's  time.  He 
did  not  agree  with  Mr.  Galpin'a  view  that  previous  to 
1874  there  was  aoy  oorraptly  excessive  employment  of 
darks -and  messenf^era. 

By  Mr.  Oave — There  seems  to  have  been  a  great  many 
more  committee  rooms  at  Mr.  Ldwia'd  election  than  the 
previous  one,  and  also  more  clerks  and  measengera  em- 

gloyed.    I  find  that  £148  waa  paid  in  February  and  £240 
1  April  for  committee  rooms. 

Mr.  Mallam  remarked  that  Mr.  Gladstone's  dissolution 
in  1874  waa  very  sudden  and  there  was  not  much  time. 
The  accounts  referred  to  had  been  made  out  several 
years  ago.  It  would  cost  mere,  of  course,  if  a  com- 
mittee room  was  engaged  for  three  weeks  than  if  for  one, 
and  the  same  would  apply  to  the  clerks  and  messenffera. 
The  May  election  expenses,  he  aupposed,  by  that  ruling, 
should  have  been  less  than  the  April  election  last  year. 
A  great  many  more  meetings  were  held  at  Mr.  Lewis's 
election  than  at  the  previous  one,  and  that  would  account 
for  the  coat  of  platforms  being  291.  aa  against  9i, 

Mr.  Wm.  Goodson,  landlord  of  the  Ship  Hotel,  ez> 
amined  by  Mr.  Cave,  said,— He  had  aince  1874  taken  part 
in  Parliamentary  and  Municipal  elections.  He  took  an . 
active  part  in  Jericho  at  the  May  election  last  ^ear,  in 
seeing  that  other  people  did  their  work.  He  received  SOL 
from  Mr.  Dayman,  and  he  presumed  beforehand  that  he 
should  be  paid.  He  took  no  part  in  the  April  election, 
because  he  had  not  been  paid  for  what  he  did  in  1S74, 
when  he  lost  about  150^.,  and  he  considered  the  501,  an  in- 
stalment. He  could  not  afford  to  volunteer  hia  aervicea. 
He  reckoned  that  the  Conservatives  owed  him  150?.  for 
what  he  did  in  1874,  and  he  told  Mr.  Dayman  ao ;  and  he 
replied  that  he  believed  the  money  waa  owing..  Mr. 
Dayman  sent  for  him  previous  to  the  Ma^  election. 
The  501.  was  paid  to  him,  and  he  promised  to  do 
all  he  could.  He  &pent  a  lot  of  money  at  the  1874  election, 
beside  which  a  lot  of  his  castomera  left  him,  and  it  waa 
by  these  meaua  that  he  estimated  he  was  owed  1501.  He 
now   thought   he   might   have   spent    about  5?.  or  6^, 

Erincipally  cab  hire  and  other  x>ersonal  expenses.  Hia 
iberal  customers  closed  their  accounts  with  him  after 
the  election,  and  he  believed  he  could  furnish  the  names 
from  his  books.    He  kept  no  account  of  the  money  he 

Said  to  the  messengers ;  it  was  brought  to  Lim  by  Mr. 
'arley  Sinkins,  he  believed.  He  spoke  to  Mr.  Dayman 
about  his  losses  at  the  second  election  in  1874  about  three 
months  afterwards. 

By  Mr.  Cave — He  thought  he  did  some  little  canvaaslng 
at  the  first  election  in  1874,  but  he  did  not  think  he  waa 
paid  anything  but  a  few  expenses  which  he  was  out  of 
pocket.  He  was  not  sure  whether  his  room  waa  tued 
M  a  cemmittee-roodi  pr  not  then,  but  it  was  at  the  seoond 
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election,  when  it  was  engaged  bv  Mr.  Walsh.  He  was 
paid  10^  or  151,  for  the  room  at  the  second  election ;  and 
gave  a  receipt.  Ha  canvassed  the  whole  time  at  the  elec- 
tion in  company  with  Mr.  Calcatt,  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Walsh, 
Mr.  Hall,  Captain  Sparke,  and  any  gentleman  who 
wanted  him  to  go  out.  He  was  paid  something  for  it,  bat 
he  could  not  remember  what.  It  might  have  been  10^.  He 
sold  his  grocej^y  business  in  August,  1874  or  1875,  to  Mr. 
Pratt — ^he  believed  it  was  in  1875.  He  had  had  the  busi- 
ness about  six  years,  and  paid  SOI.  or  d5l,  rent  a  year.  He 
believed  thatjMr.  Pratt  paid  something  between  306Z.  and 
4002.  for  the  stock,  fixtures,  &c.  He  had  been  promised 
the  Ship  Hotel  by  Messrs.  BLall,  but  they  could  not  get  the 
then  tenant  out  until  the  Jacuary  following.  He  paid  602. 
a  year  rent  now.  His  weekly  takings  as  a  grocer  had  been 
602.,  and  when  he  left  they  were  about  322.  Mr.  Grimbly, 
of  the  firm  of  Grimbly,  Hughes,  and  Dewe,  made  the 
valuation.  He  did  not  represent  to  Mr.  Hall  that  he  had 
lost  his  business  through  interesting  himself  on  his  behalf. 
He  applied  to  Mr.  Evetts  for  the  Ship  in  June  or  Julv 
1875,  and  he  told  him  that  he  had  lost  his  business  througn 
his  exertions  for  Mr.  Hall.  He  was  brought  up  as  a  grocer. 
He  did  not  think  he  mentioned  any  amount  that  he  had 
lost.  He  was  asked  by  Mr.  Calcutt  to  work  at  the  first 
election  last  year  in  the  same  way  that  he  had  in  1874,  aisA 
he  told  him  he  had  already  lost  enough,  and  could  take  no 
part  in  it.  He  believed  he  was  asked  by  others,  but  he 
could  not  recollect  their  names.  He  fancied  that  Mr.  Hall 
called  on  him  at  the  second  election  and  asked  him  to 
help,  and  he  told  him  he  could  not  afford  to  waste  his  time 
over  it.    He  told  Mr.  Hall  that  through  taking  so  active  a 

Eart  for  him  in  1874  he  had  lost  1502.  or  2002.,  and  he  said 
e  was  very  sorry,  and  that  he  should  not  be  served  in  so 
bad  a  way  aRain.  Someone  called  the  next  day  from  Mr« 
Dayman's  offices,  and  he  went  there  directly  and  saw 
Mr.  Dayman ;  he  asked  witness  if  he  would  not  help 
during  the  election,  and  he  told  him  the  same  as  he  haa 
told  Mr.  Hall.  He  had  told  Mr.  Dayman  every  time  he 
met  him  that  he  had  lost  1502.  or  2002.,  but  it  had  not 
made  any  impression.  Mr.  Dayman  handed  him  502.,  an4 
he  did  not  ask  where  it  came  from — as  long  as  he  got  it  he 
did  not  care.  (Laughter.)  The  money  was  in  notes,  and 
Mr.  Dayman  said  he  had  better  go  and  do  his  best,  and 
he  did  so.  He  was  the  general  overlooker  of  the  Jericho 
district  in  seeing  that  the  flags  were  not  cut  down  or  the 
bills  destroyed.  He  got  leave  of  several  dozen  persons  to 
put  bills  on  their  houses ;  it  cost  him  nothing  although  it 
was  a  work  of  great  difficulty.  He  could  not  recollect  the 
names  of  any  of  these  people ;  if  he  recollected  right, 
Chaundy'and  Bossom  were  two  out  of  the  whole  number 
of  40  or  50.  He  bought  a  nice  horse  out  of  the  502,  aft 
][jeighton  Fair ;  he  had  orders  from  Mr.  Dayman  not  to 
give  the  money  to  anyone  or  to  spend  it  on  the  election. 
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But  for  seeing  Mr.  Dayman  he  should  have  taken  no  part 
in  the  election.  He  voted,  and  he  believed  he  had  a  little 
inflaence  with  the  voters  in  Jericho.  Mr.  Hall  and  Mr. 
Dayman  were  anxious  that  he  should  do  all  he  could,  and 
he  supposed  they  took  it  for  granted  that  he  had  some  in- 
fluence. He  could  not  give  the  name  of  anybody  whom 
he  influenced,  and  he  coald  point  to  bo  result  except  the 
poll.  The  601.  was  solely  on  account  of  what  he  had  lost, 
and  it  was  not  suggested  that  he  would  want  to  spend  that 
money. 

By  Mr.  Cowie — He  voted  in  the  April  election. 

Mr.  Francis  Greenwood,  examined  by  Mr.  Bidley,  said 
it  had  been  reported  that  he  went  to  the  workhouse  to  fetch 
people  out  to  vote  for  Mr.  Neate.  He  wished  entirely  to 
contradict  the  statement.  He  went  to  the  workhouse 
sometime  before  the  electioiL  to  ask  the  men  to  vote  for  him. 
He  had  never  at  any  time  lent  money  to  get  votes.  The 
men  promised  to  vote  for  Mr.  I4eate. 

Mr.  Thomas  Mallam,  solicitor,  examined  by  Mr.  Oave» 
stated  that  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  Parliamentary  elec- 
tions in  Oxford  from  1852  to  1874.  He  acted  for  22  years  as  Mr. 
OardweU's  agent.    In  Feb.  1874  Mr.  GardweU's  expenses 
were  £1,346  13s.  5d.    There  were  no  flags  at  that  election. 
In  his  experience  he  had  found  many  people  apply  to  be  put 
en  as  messengers.    The  number  of  applicants  was  greatly 
in  excess  of  those  employed   during  the  whole  22  years. 
They  were  mainly  persons  who  were  out  of  employ,  or 
who  represented  that  they  were  so.    The  men  when  they 
applied  stated  that  they  were  Liberals.    Those  he  engaged 
he  knew  to  be  Liberals.    If  he  employed  a  non-Liberal: 
be  might    be    suspected    of    having    a    traitor  in  the 
camp.      It  was   the  invariable  threat  that  if  the  men 
were    not   employed     they    would    go    to    the    other 
side.    He  should  think   300  or  400  applied  to  him  to  be 
put  on  at  each    contested  election,  and  he  thought  they 
might    fairly    say   that    some  of  them    would  be    in- 
fluenced by  such  employment.    He  had  charge  of  the  1868 
election.     Mr.   CardwelPs   expenses  at  that  time  were 
1,1352.  8s.,  which  represented  a  moiety  of  the  sum  ex- 
pended by  the  two  candidates.     He  did  not  think  ther& 
was  edourable  employment  by  the  Conservatives  in  1868L 
That  was  as  pure  an  election  as  he  could  remember  in 
Oxford.      Mr.  Wm.   Henry  Walsh  was  agent  for  Dr. 
Deane.    There   was  much  more  vigour  and  greater  ex- 
penditure of  money  in  the  election  of  1874— more  district 
Committee  rooms  and  more  persons  employed,  and  dif- 
ferent associations  were  formed.    He  was  seized  with  an 
illness  in  1872,  and  therefore  he  was  not  able  to  take  any- 
thing like  the  part  in  the  election  of  1874  as  he  had  done 
previously.    200^   more  was  expended  in  1874  than  in 
1868. 

By  Mr.  Cowie— He  took  very  little  part  in  the  May 
election. 
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By  Mr.  Bidley—He  believed  Mr.  Hawkins  first  acted  as 
agent  when  Sir  Wm.  Harconrt  came  to  Oxford  in  1868, 
and  that  Dr.  Deane  polled  the  whole  Conservative 
strength.  He  believed  the  Ballot  Act  had  made  a 
wonderful  difference  in  favour  of  the  Conservatives 
in  Oxford,  and  if  the  Act  was  repealed  the  numbers 
as  they  stood  in  1868  would,  in  his  opinion,  be 
repeated.  He  considered  that  a  certain  amount  of 
pressure  was  brought  to  bear,  and  that  the  people 
who  now  voted  for  the  Conservatives  under  the  Ballot  Act 
would  not  vote  for  them  if  it  was  repealed.  He  could  net 
tell  who  the  persons  were,  but  there  was  no  mistake  abont 
it  in  his  judgment.  It  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  muni- 
cipal auttiorities  that  he  was  aware  of,  and  he  had  not  seen, 
municipal  pressure  exercised.  It  seemed  to  him  that  when 
the  Ballot  Act  did  not  exist  people  were  influenced  by  the 
fear  of  ridicule  and  the  observation  made,  if  they  voted  on 
the  Conservative  side,  was  **  You  are  collared,"  which  had  a 
wonderful  effect  upon  them.  He  believed  Mr.  HalPs 
success  was  to  be  attributed  first  to  his  own  popularity, 
secondly,  and  mainly,  to  the  huge  expenditure  of  money, 
and  also,  perhaps,  to  the  introduction  of  the  BaUot.  The 
growth  in  the  expenditure  of  money  between  the  elections 
of  1852  and  1880  was  most  manifest. 

Mr.  Jos.  Draper  said  1001,  expended  in  Apl'il  in  the 
Cowley  district  was  handed  to  Mr.  Peppercorn  and  dis- 
tributed by  him,  Mr.  William  Savage,  and  Mr.  Wood- 
ward. 

Mr.  Cave — With  regard  to  the  May  election  accounts  for 
the  Cowley  district  they  are  still  very  imperfect.  Have 
yon  seen  Mr.  Thomas  about  them  ? 

Mr.  Draper  replied  that  he  had  seen  him  several  times 
and  given  him  all  the  assistance  he  could. 

Mr.  Buckell  said  he  paid  Hamlet  10s.  or  15$.  in  conse- 
quence of  his  stating  he  lost  his  Employment  in  coming 
from  Woodstock  to  vote  in  April.  He  was  employed  as  a 
Conservative  messenger  at  the  second  election. 

Mr.  Kobert  Thomas,  tutor  of  St.  Alban  HaU,  said  in  the 
April  election  be  received  by  cheque  1582.  10s.  4d.,  and  he 
had  furnished  an  account  for  1552. 17s.  6d.  He  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  1002.  paid  by  Mr.  Draper  to  Mr.  Peppercorn. 
There  were  no  outstanding  claims  for  the  April  election 
that  he  was  a:ivare  of.  All  the  persons  whose  names  were 
down  had  been  seen  with  the  exception  of  three,  and  their 
addresses  were  not  known.     He  paid  Mr.  J.  Durran  92. 

Mr.  Draper  said  he  paid  Mr.  Durran  also. 

Mr.  Cave— Was  he  paid  twice,  or  is  it  a  mistake  ? 

Mr.  Thomas  said  Durran  came  with  his  bill,  and  as  he 
could  not  write  witness  wrote  his  name,  and  he  put  his 
cross  to  it.  He  took  a  receipt,  and  gave  it  to  one  of  Mr. 
Walsh's  clerks. 

Mr.  Cave— There  is  Mr.  Brewer  72.  Mr.  Draper  says 
he  also  paid  him  52.  5e. 


384 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  pat  that  down  from  Mr.  Brewer's 
own  statement. 

Mr.  Draper  stated  that  he  paid  Mr.  Brewer  SI,  00. 
Other  cabs  might  have  been  supplied  to  Mr.  Thomas.  The 
82.  pat  down  to  Albert  Savage  was  from  his  own  statement. 

Albert  Savage  wa9  called,  and  said  he^produced  voaohers 
to  Mr.  Thomas,  and  he  gave  him  the  money  to  pay  the  bills. 
At  first  the  witness  said  he  could  not  remember  one  of  the 
persons  to  whom  he  paid  the  money,  but  afterwards  he 
mentioned  several  names,  and  Mr.  Cave  directed  him  to 
make  oat  a  list. 

Mr.  Thomas  said  there  were  12^  10s.  for  refreshments. 
Albert  Savage  told  him  that  Mr.  Bridgwater  sopplied 
provisions  to  the  amount  of  41.  18s.  ;  Mr.  Savage 
4;.  13^.  6d.,  and  Mr.  Smith  18:).  6d.  Witness  also 
paid  21,  for  a  dinner  to  some  of  ^the  active  workers  in  the 
district. 

Mr.  Gave — Have  you  obtained  any  further  particulars 
with  regard  to  the  second  election  ? 

Mr.  Thomas  replied  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  do  so. 
None  of  the  money  passed  through  his  hands,  and  he  was 
dependent  on  other  persons. 

Mr.  Gave — Are  you  aware  there  is  still  a  sum  of  about 
901.  wantlkig? 

Mr.  Thomas  said  he  did  not  know  the  amount.  He 
could  not  tell  the  number  of  the  messengers  employed  in 
May.  ^  The  account  for  flags  was  for  the  second  election. 
He  did  not  think  the  Gonservatives  had  flags  in  the 
Cowley  parish  in  the  first  election,  but  it  was  swamped 
with  red  and  white.  He  did  not  know  Thomas  Bedding- 
ton  was  employing  orderlies  on  the  polling  day.  The 
directions  to  the  Committee  were  to  send  in  names  of 
Conservatives  who  would  assist  on  the  polling  day,  and 
this  was  done,  and  they  were  put  on.  He  never  told 
Boddington  to  put  on  as  many  as  a  hundred.  He  could 
not  remember  how  many  were  engaged  on  the  polling  day. 
He  did  not  take  any  part  in  the  elections  previous  to  last 
year.  He  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Walsh  asking  him 
to  attend  a  meeting  in  Broad  Street  three  or  four  weeks 
before  the  general  election.  At  that  meeting  certain 
districts  wer^  assigned  to  different  persons,  and  he  under- 
took the  Cowley  district.  He  could  not  say  what  hi<« 
qualification  for  managing  the  Cowley  district  was,  but  he 
was  asked  to  do  so,  and  he  consented.  He  had  never 
voted  in  Oxford  prior  to  April.  He  had  addressed 
meetings  in  Liverpool  and  in  London. 

Mr.  Henry  Turner  was  next  called. 

Mr.  Cave  said  he  appeared  to  have  received  51,  from 
Mr.  Walsh,  Mr.  Wells  401. ;  and  Mr.  Draper  27^.  That 
was  132Z.,  and  the  account  was  123^.,  leaving  about  91,  to 
be  accounted  for. 

Mr.  Turner  said  there  was  to  be  added  to  the  acoonat 
Field  and  Richard  Allen  30s,  each. 
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The  witnees  was  directed  to  farnisk  another  acOount. 

Mr.  Walter  Peppercorn  eaid  the  1002.  in  the  April 
election  waa  handed  to  him  by  Mr.  Walsh  to  be  expended 
in  the  Cowley  district.  He  weot  to  Mr.  Woodward  and 
asked  him  to  call  the  men  together  and  put  down  what 
they  expected.  The  amount  came  to  1262.  10s.  Subee* 
quently  the  account  was  reduced  by  those  who  were  down 
tor  the  highest  sums  acceptiog  smaller  amounts,  and  the 
total  bill  afterwards  came  to  1002.  He  did  not  receive  or 
pay  any  other  money  durin{i:  the  April  election.  Mr. 
Wm.  Savage,  Mr.  Shipp,  and  Mr.  Woodward  were  present 
when  be  handed  the  1002.  over.    In  1874  he  canvassed. 

Mr.  Wm.  Savage,  butler  at  University  College,  said — 
He  received  82.  for  acting  as  a  clerk  and  canvasser.     He 

Said  away  the  1002.  jointly  with  Mr.  Woodward  and  Mr. 
bipp  to  the  individuals  indicated  on  the  list.  If  he 
had  not  kept  a  copy  of  it  the  Commissioners  could  not 
have  obtained  the  information.  He  was  personation  agent 
for  Mr.  Hall,  and  a  man  named  Baskerville  came  into  the 
booth  introduced  by  Mr.  Nuttall,  of  Birmingham,  to 
the  Presiding  Officer.  This  man  had  not  a  vote,  ani  Mr. 
Nuttall  wanted  him  to  personate  a  man  named  Barefoet. 
An  altercation  took  place  between  him  and  Mr.  Nuttall. 
Witness  said  to  Mr.  Nuttall,  "  Who  are  you  ?  "  He  did 
not  know  him  at  the  time.  Mr.  Nuttall  replied,  "  Yon 
will  see  presently."  Witness  said,  "  I  th^nk  I  ought  to 
know.*'  Mr.  Nuttall  remarked,  **  Don't  be  a  fool.^*  He 
told  the  man  if  he  recorded  his  vote  he  should  hand 
him  over  to  the  police,  and  be  then  walked  out  of  the 
schoolroom.  He  had  the  satisfaction  of  saying  to  Mr. 
Nuttall,  '*  Who  is  the  biggest  fool  of  the  two,  you  or  I?  " 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Thomas  said,— He  was  at  the  booth  when  Basker- 
ville was  brought  in.  Mr.  Nuttall  winked  to  Mr.  Geo. 
Mallam,  who  was  one  of  the  legal  agents,  and  Mr.  Savage 
remarked  at  the  time  to  Mr.  Nuttall  that  he  winked  too 
loudly.  He  only  wished  justice  to  be  done,  and  he 
gatljiered  from  the  remark,  or  rather  the  action  of  Mr. 
Nuttall,  that  Mr.  Mallam  was  perfectly  cognizant  of  this 
case  of  Baskerville.  Mr.  Nuttall,  he  was  told,  also  took 
this  man  to  St.  Clement's  booth. 

Mr.  William  Savage  said, — It  was  ludicrous  for  a 
lawyer  in  Oxford  to  employ  a  man  from  Birmingham  to 
detect  personation,  and  he  was  satisfied  that  Mr.  George 
Mallam  employed  him  not  for  the  purpose  of  detecting 
personation  but  for  actually  procuring  personation.  (Ap< 
plause  and  hisses.)  There  was  a  letter  written  by  the 
Home  Seor<>tary,  which  showed  that  he  had  made  a  wager 
of  a  tub  of  butter  over  the  election. 

Mr.  Cave— Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  Home 
Secretary  laid  a  wager  over  the  election  with  a  friend  of 
yours? 

Mr.  Savage — ^Yes,  and  it  was  to  the  tune  of  52.  or  62*    I 
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SAW  a  letter  in  which  Sir  W.  Harconrt  said  the  next  time 
he  oame  to  Oxford  he  would  pay  the  money.  It  was 
addressed  to  Mr.  Charles  Laker,  grocer,  High  Street. 
(Applause  and  hisses.)  Mr.  Laker  said,  *'  Do  you 
know  whose  handwriting  this  is?"  and  I  said,  **  I  don't:,  it 
is  such  a  fist  (laughter) ;  one  could  hardly  read  it,"  but 
he  opened  the  letter  and  said,  "  What  do  you  think  of 
that  ?" 

Mr.  Albert  Savage  said  he  wished  to  produce  Mr.  Thos. 
Carter's  day  book ;  his  affairs  had  been  in  liquidation,  and 
the  book  fell  into  another  man's  bands,  who  gave  it  to  him. 
It  contained  an  entry  of  a  flag  ordered  by  Aid.  Hughes. 
Then  Mr.  George  Mallam  denied  that  there  was  any  illegal 
expenditure,  but  there  was  also  an  entry  "  79L  18s.  Id.  per 
contract  with  Mr.  George  Mallam  for  flags  supplied  by 
Thos. Carter  to  the  James  Street  Committee  room."  There 
were  also  items  for  two  men  watching  flags  at  night  and 
makiog  flags.  The  reason  be  mentioned  about  Alderman 
Hughes  was  because  he  put  out  a  bill  with  an  extract  from 
the  Corrupt  Practices  Act,  in  which  flags  were  mentioned, 
and  also  one  offering  202.  reward  for  the  detection  of 
bribery.  He  knew  on  what  evidence  the  petition  was 
filed.  It  would  never  have  been  filed  if  the  Liberals  had 
not  paid  Purser  201.;  they  were  dilly-dallying  about  with 
him  before  it  was  filed.  It  was  Purser's  evidence  that  led 
to  the  petition  being  filed.  He  (Savage)  had  been  subject 
to  great  personal  annoyance  from  Nix  and  his  man  Alder 
about  a  case  of  bribery  which  had  been  mentioned,  and  he 
wished  to  call  the  Commissioners'  attention  to  the  fact  that 
it  was  not  his  own  personal  statement  which  brought  it 
under  their  notice,  but  it  was  the  report  of  Mr.  Richard 
Horsley,  of  63,  High  Street.  He  desired  to  point  out  that 
there  were  discrepancies  in  the  evidence  of  Alder  and 
Plumridge.  Alder  said  he  had  received  the  money  for  a 
certain  purpose,  and  Plumridge  strictly  denied  it,  and  in 
justice  to  the  body  to  which  he  belonged,  he  hoped  the 
Oommissionors  would  investigate  the  case.  He  had  been 
threatened  indirectly  with  a  prosecution  by  Mr.  Nix  for 
defamation  of  character,  but  he  did  not  know  in  what 
manner  he  had  defamed  him.  If  they  were  not  satisfied 
with  what  had  been  said  about  Aid.  Saunders  attempting 
to  bribe  Nehemiah  Nash  he  would  ask  them  to  call  Nash 
before  them.  He  could  give  them  the  names  of  two  or 
three  persons  to  whom  Nash  had  told  the  story  beside 
himself. 

Mr.  Bidley — I  don't  see  that  Mr.  Mallam  was  asked 
about  colours. 

Mr.  Savage— Still  I  think  illegal  expenditure  would  come 
mider  that  head. 

Mr.  Bidley — He  said  there  were  colours  on  both  sides. 

Mr.  Savage  said  he  had  a  charge  to  bring  against 
one  of  the  petitioners  against  the  return  of  Mr. 
Hall.    That  was  in  reference  to  a  case  of  personation 
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at  the  first  election  against   Mr.  Parish.     The   man'B> 
name    was    John    Harris,    of     Bridport    Street,    and 
the  man  who  was  entitled  to  vote  was  John  Harris,  the- 
son,  who  was  dead,  and  he  was  personated  by  his  father, 
who  was  neither  a  freeman  nor  a  householder,  nor  was  he 
entitled  to  vote  in  any  way  whatever.    He  (Mr.  Savage) 
took  it  that  Mr.  Parish,  having  the  charge  of  Bridport 
Street  and  the  district  to  bring  up  voters  to  the  poll,  was 
responsible  for  his  voting.    Harris  was  prevented  voting' 
at  the  second  election  because  it  was  found  out  that  he 
had  voted  at  the  first.    He  wished  to  ask  if  it  was  in  the 
power  of  the  Commissioners  to  have  the  ballot  boxes- 
examined  to  ascertain  if  a  scrutiny  took  place  after  the 
election  was  over,  or  if  not  in  what  way  the  Conservative 

{>arty  should  proceed  to  have  them  examined.    He  should 
ike  a  little  advice  as  to  how  they  should  act  in  the  matter. 
Mr.  Cave  said  the  Commissioners  had  not  come  down  to 
give  advice  but  to  make  an  enquiry,  and  they  had  to 
satisfy  themselves  as  best  they  could.    Parliament  had  the- 
power  to  allow  the  boxes  to  be  examined ;  they  had  not. 


FORTY-FIRST  DAY.— Tuesday, 

February   14, 

Mr.  Cave  said  a  letter  had  been  received  from  Mr, 
Pryce,  of  Abingdon,  asking  for  his  expenses;  as  he- 
had  been  called  by  the  Commissioners  there  was  no  reason 
why  he  should  not  have  them. 

Mr.  Charles  Laker,  grocer,  of  the  High  Street,  was- 
next  called. 

Mr.  Cowie — It  was  stated  yesterday  by  Mr.  William 
Savage  that  you  had  a  wager  with  the  Home  Secretary 
over  the  Oxford  election  ?— It  is  untrue ;  no  such  thing 
has  ever  taken  place. 

Did  you  ever  exhibit  a  letter  purporting  to  come  from 
the  Home  Secretary? — Yep,  but  it  had  no  reference  to 
the  Oxford  election.  It  was  two  months  previously,  and 
was  all  a  piece  of  fun.  It  had  reference  to  the  Sheffield 
election— the  bye  election — ^when  Mr.  Waddy  succeeded 
in  taking  the  seat.  I  never  saw  Sir  William  Haroourt^ 
Mr.  Chitty,  or  Mr.  Hall  over  the  last  election.  I  have 
not  identified  myself  in  any  way  whatever  with  either  of 
the  candidates. 

You  say  there  is  not  the  slightest  foundation  for  it? — 
No,  not  the  slightest. 

Mr,  Greo.  Mallam  said — ^He  had  been  told  that  Mr. 
Albert  Savage  stated  the  previous  day  that  he  made  a^ 
contract  with  Mr.  Thos.  Carter  for  some  flags  for  79^. 
This  was  untrue.    He  made  no  contract  with  him  at  all. 
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He  had  never  had  any  aoooant  from  Mr.  Carter,  or  appU- 
dation  for  payment,  or  heard  a  word  from  the  time  of  the 
ooontiiig  m.  tae  votes  until  the  preaent  time. 

Mr.  Ridley— Your  name  appears  in  the  book. 

Mr.  Mallam  said  he  should  like  to  see  it.  He  coold  not 
teU  what  Mr.  Garter  wrote  in  his  book.  He  saw  Mr. 
Carter's  father  the  previous  evening,  and  it  appeared  that 
his  son  was  in  Gloucester,  that  his  affairs  were  in  liquida- 
tion, and  the  books  were  handed  to  Mr  Druce,  his  solicitor. 
He  went  and  looked  at  the  ledger,  but  his  name  did  not 
appear  in  it.  In  the  ledger  account  the  79^.  was  entered 
to  Mr.  Geo.  Tounpr.  He  did  not  hear  anything  of  this 
until  last  night.  Then  with  respect  to  the  vote  of  a  man 
named  Baskerville  or  Barefoot.  It  was  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Wm.  Savage  that  Mr.  Nuttall  tried  to  get  one  man  to  per- 
sonate another,  and  that  Mr.  Nuttall  and  he  winked.  This 
was  utterly  untrue.  He  saw  Barefoot  sometime  before  the 
election ;  he  is  an  old  man  and  very  timid,  and  did  not 
care  about  voting.  He  Batisfied  him,  in  answer  to  ques- 
tions, that  he  was  entitled  to  vote.  Instead  of  going  to 
him  when  he  could  have  polled  him  easily,  he  came  in  with 
Mr.  Nuttall,  and  that  acted  as  a  red  flag.  Mr.  Savage 
got  savage— (a  laugh)— and  the  presiding  officer  threatened 
to  turn  them  all  out  because  there  was  a  furious  row. 
When  Mr.  Nuttall  appeared  it  was  like  applying  a  match 
to  a  magazine.  After  a  time  things  became  quiet,  and  the 
Presiding  Officer  put  some  questions  to  the  man.  Mr. 
Savage  said,  "  I  will  swear  you  and  prosecute  you."  He 
told  him  he  must  not  threaten,  and  there  was  another  row. 
The  old  man  then  said,  *'  I  have  got  my  own  work  to  do'* 
and  walked  out  of  the  place.  He  had  not  the  slightest 
doubt  but  that  the  man  had  a  perfect  right  to  vote. 
He  heard  from  the  neighbouring  residents  that  Barefoot 
was  entitled  to  vote,  and  he  saw  him  and 
made  enquiries.  He  objected  to  its  being  said  that  he 
winked  and  knew  that  the  man  had  no  right  to 
vote.  Mr.  Thomas  Garter's  day-book  was  handed 
to  Mr.  Mallam,  and  he  repeated  that  he  did  not  order  the 
flags.  He  heard  incidentally  that  Mr.  Young  had  the 
management  of  the  flags.  They  were  pestered  in  the  com- 
mittee-room for  flags,  and  it  was  the  greatest  nuisance 
possible.  They  hardly  knew  how  to  carry  on  the  ordinary 
basiness ;  they  were  mobbed  by  women  and  children  for 
flags,  and  could  not  get  rid  of  them.  A  great  many  hakd 
two  flags,  and  declared  they  would  vote  against  them  if  a 
third  was  not  given  them.  There  were  not  so  many  flags  at 
the  first  election,  but  they  were  used  by  both  sides.  Going 
back  to  the  1874 ,  election  there  was  no  question  that  the 
**  blue"  introduced  the  colour.  On  the  polling  day  the 
place  wae  flooded  with  blue,  and  it  had  a  distinct  effect  on 
the  election.  The  marvel  was  where  it  all  came  from.  It 
was  done  magnificently.  There  had  been  no  outward 
preparation.   In  1868  the  only  colours  were  small  rosettes. 
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Mr.  Cave  said  h«  saw  in  Mr.  Oavker's  day-bookitlhar^ 
was  another  entry  ia  Mr.  Mallam'a  name. 

Mr.  Mallam  said  he  knew  nothing  of  it.  He  oould  net 
answer  for  anything  that  had  been  put  down  in  his  name. 
It  was  odd  that  it  did  not  i^pear  in  tha  ledger.  He  had 
not  ascertained  who  gave  the  order  to  Carter,  bat  he 
should  think  very  likely  it  was  Mr.  Castle  or  Mr.  Young. 

Mr.  Cave— It  would  look  oertainly  as  if  someone  had 
given  your  name  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Mallam  said  he  thought  his  name  was  put  down  as 
being  the  head  man  in  the  district. 

Mr.  W.  Evetts  said— John  Poole  was  reported  to  have 
said  that  he  asked  him  how  much  he  would  give  him  to 
turn  round.  He  wished  the  Commisuoners  to  call  the 
man  who  accompanied  hira,  and  who  would  depose  to  the 
whole  of  the  statement  being  false.  The  name  of  the 
person  was  Samuel  Capel. 

Mr.  Cowie-<I  understand  you  to  deny  the  statement. 

Mr.  Evetts— Yes,  entirely.  He  never  bribed  Poole  in 
any  way.  He  only  asked  him  for  his  room.  *  His  object 
in  going  there  was  to  get  a  room  exactly  opposite  to  that 
of  Mr.  Cooper.  He  was  a  gentleman  who  did  them  a 
great  deal  ofdamage  at  the  first  election,  and  he  wanted 
to  keep  an  eye  on  his  movements.  And  with  regard  to  the 
evidence  of  felay,  Mr.  Francis  Parker,  who  was  with 
him  when  he  went  to  Blay,  the  last  time  he  saw  him  he 
said  he  had  read  the  evidence,  and  he  was  astonished 
at  it,  and  should  be  ready  at  any  time  to  come  forward 
and  deny  it. 

Samuel  Capel,  9,  HoUybush  Bow,  said  he  accompanied 
Mr.  Evetts  to  Poole's  house  during  the  May  election.  Mr. 
Evetts  asked  Poole  if  he  could  have  a  committee-room 
there,  and  he  should  be  paid  for  it  the  same  as  other 

Sople.  Poole  promised  to  give  an  answer  during  the  day. 
e  did  not  hear  Mr.  Evetts  *isk  Poole  for  his  vote,  or  tell 
him  that  they  wanted  his  influence  as  well  as  his  room. 
Nor  did  he  hear  him  say  that  the  Liberal  party  would 
stroke  him  down  the  back  with  one  hand  and  take  money 
out  of  his  pocket  with  the  other. 

Mr.  Evetts  said  that  after  the  general  election  it  was 
reported  to  him  that  Harris,  of  Bridport  Street,  had  been 
induced  to  personate  his  son  by  the  Liberals.  At  the 
second  election  he  took  care  that  he  did  not  vote,  as  he 
kept  a  careful  watch  upon  him.  The  son  had  a  vote,  and 
was  out  of  Oxford  ;  the  father  had  no  vote.  He  fancied 
liiat  the  man  Baskerville,  who  was  wanted,  lived  in 
Chaundy's  Place,  Paradise  Square.  Henry  Nutt  person- 
ated his  father,  and  a  man  named  Barson  was  i^rsonated 
in  St.  Clement's,  but  he  did  not  know  by  whom. 

Mr.  Joseph  James  CoUcott  said,— He  was  in  the  Town 
Clerk's  Office,  and  he  produced  the  whole  of  the  vonchers 
he  could  find  relating  to  the  1874  election.  Mr.  Hester 
was  then  Town  Clerk.    He  had  not  got  the  accounts  for 
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1868,  *bat  he  IumI  searohed  for  them  and  had  not  been  able 
to  find  them,  or  any  other  paper  .connected  with  tiiat:  elec- 
tion. He  took  part  in  the  1874electionB.  Mr.  Hawkins 
gave  his  servioes  at  Mr.  Lewis's  election.  The  accoonta 
showed  ever^hing^  that  was  expended  at  those  elections  to 
4he  best  of  his  knowledge. 

John  Harris,  16,  Bridport  StreeL  porter,  said,— He  was 
a  voter  up  to  the  first  election.  When  he  went  to  vote  in 
AprQ  he  was  objected  to,  and  he  then  found  that  his  name 
hsA  been  struck  off  the  register.  His  son  was  a  freeman, 
and  his  name  was.  on  the  register,  although  he  had  died. 
The  wrong  name  had  been  struck  off — his,  instead  of  his 
son's.  He  had  lived  in  the  same  house  for  years,  and 
voted  in  1874.  Both  Mr.  Evetts  and  Mr.  Parish  came  to 
him  about  his  vote.  His  son  had  lived  in  the  same  house 
as  himself,  and  at  the  last  revision  his  son*s  name  was 
struck  off  and  his  put  on  instead. 

Mr.  Evetts,  re-called,  said,— He  had  been  able  to  throw 
more  light  on  his  accounts.  There  was  one  voucher  missing 
in  connection  with  the  April  election,  which  he  had  written 
for,  and  hoped  to  be  able  to  get.  He  paid  no  money  at 
the  1874  election,  and  did  nothing  but  canvass  in  St. 
Ebbe's.  He  produced  a  canvassing  book,  but  he  did  not 
know  whether  it  was  reliable,  as  it  had  only,  recently 
4K>me  into  his  possession  from  one  of  the  leading  Liberals 
in  the  Ward,  but  how  he  obtained  it  he  did  not  know.  He 
oould  not  make  the  figuresoC  10,0002.  being  expended  at  the 
two  elections  correspond  with  those  of  the  Commissioners. 

Mr.  Joseph  Henry  Gynes  said  he  had  brought  some 
further  papers  connected  with  his  accounts,  and  he  was 
told  to  come  again  at  two  o'clock  on  Wednesday,  as 
they  would  be  looked  through  in  the  meantime.  The  wit- 
ness said  he  had  done  the  best  he  could. . 

Mr.  Edward  Beaumont,  draper,  High  Street,  said  he 
•supplied  flags  and  colours  to  Mr.  Young  to  the  amount  of 
£55.  Mr.  Tyler  ordered  a  few  that  were  entered  to  Mr. 
Young,  and  Mr.  Young  ordered  the  remainder.  They 
were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Mallam  at  the  James  Street 
oonmiittee-room  by  Tyler.  They  were  originally  entered 
to  *'  Mr,  George  Mallam,  James  Street  Committee  Eoom." 
The  account  had  not  been  paid  yet,  and  when  the  order 
was  given  nothing  was  said  as  to  who  would  pay  it.  He 
had  sent  in  the  bill  to  Mr.  Young.  He  had  not  applied 
to  the  Liberal  Asiooiations  for  payment. 

Mr.  H.  Turner  stated  that  he  had  not  his  accounts  on 
paper,  and  Mr.  Cave  directed  him  to  put  them  in  writingi 

Mr.  A.  E.  Ward,  solicitor,  said  his  accounts  were 
•oorreot  to  the  best  of  his  t>elief.  The  money  pud  to  can- 
vassers was  for  their  own  energetic  services.  They 
engaged  people  on  the  polling  day,  but  he  did  not  know 
the  number  or  their  names.  The  instmctions  wdre  to 
-employ. one  man  to  every  eight  voters,  of  wliom  there 
were  900. 
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Mr.  Owen  said  the  canvaasers  gave  their  accoonts  to 
him,  bnt  he  had  not  kept  them.  The  account  of  Mr. 
Tamer,  for  the  canvassers,  was  sent  in  to  Mr.  Draper. 

Mr.  Ward  said  he  took  part  in  liie  1874  elections,  at  the 
Lon^  Wall  Committee-room. 

Mr.  Owen  sidd  he  was  at  the  Central  Committee-room 
in  1874,  and  paid  money  away. 

Mr.  Cave  told  Mr.  Ward  that  »fter  going:  throngh  his 
accounts  he  (Mr.  Cave)  had  stated  that  there  was  SNM. 
unaccounted  for,  and  that  was  arrived  at  by  attributing 
the  401,  paid  him  in  September  to  the  second  election,  and 
that  he  saw  in  the  accounts  was  put  down  to  the  first 
election.  That  would  leave  a  balance  of  50^.  of  receipts 
over  expenditure.  Then  he  saw  that  in  the  first  election 
he  had  paid  away  Reveral  sums  over  and  above  what  he 
had  received,  so  that  in  point  of  fact  he  had  aoconnted  for 
all  that  he  had  received. 

Mr.  Job  Durran,  cab  proprietor.  Lung  Wall,  said  that 
his  vehicles  were  engaged  at  both  elections  last  year.  His 
bill  was  paid  by  Mr.  Thomas,  but  he  did  not  know  the 
amount  of  it.  The  account  produced  with  his  mark  upon 
it  for  9^.,  was  for  the  first  election,  and  that  was  paid  by 
Mr.  Thomas.  He  was  quite  sure  he  received  no  money 
from  Mr.  Drap^  over  the  first  election.  At  the  May 
election  the  Conservatives  had  oaly  one  of  his  vehicles, 
and  the  Liberals  had  the  others.  He  sent  in  the  bill  for 
\L  16e.  to  Mr.  Walsh. 

Mr.  Kidley — That  was  a  good  price  for  a  cab, Mr. Durran. 

Witness  (walking:  off) :  We  puts  it  on  a  bit  at  election 
times.    (Laughter.) 

The  President  informed  Mr.  Cripps  that  they  bad  no 
question  to  ask  him  about  his  accounts  of  1880.  In  reply 
to  Mr.  Cave,  he  said  that  he  took  part  in  the  election  in 
1874,  and  as  Mr.  Hall  was  beaten  his  fee  of  50  guineas 
was  reduced  by  himself  to  30  guineas. 

Mr.  Cave  said  he  saw  he  was  down  for  100  guineas. 

Mr.  Cripps  said  he  only  had  30 ;  he  had  50  guineas  at 
the  second  election,  when  Mr.  Hall  won.  He  did  not 
know  how  he  came  to  sign  for  100  guineas,  when  he  only 
received  30  guineas ;  the  signature  on  the  paper  produced 
was  his. 

John  Brewer,  cab  proprietor.  Elm  Villas,  Iffley  Boad, 
said  his  vehicles  were  employed  by  Mr.  Thomas  at  the 
April  election,  and  the  bill  came  to  72.,  which  Mr.  Thomas 
paid  to  his  wife.  If  he  was  put  down  anywhere  for  5L.  it 
was  a  mistake.  He  had  not  sent  in  a  bill  to  Mr.  Walsh 
over  the  first  election.  His  vehicles  were  employed  by 
Gynesatthe  second  election,  and  the  bill,  72.,  was  paid 
by  Churms.  He  gave  a  receipt  in  both  cases.  He  received 
5s.  a  day  for  24  days  for  the  hire  of  his  room  as  a  Com- 
mittee-room at  the  first  election,  and  5s.  a  day  for  it  for  a 
fortnight  at  the  second.  He  had  an  outstanding  daim  for 
two  vehicles. 
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Mr.  £L  Turner,  recalled,  aaid  he  had  spoken  to  Kicbard 
Allen  and  he  said  that  he  received  only  6s.,  and  not  308, 
There  were  no  receipts  at  tj^e  second  election,  bat  he  eent 
in  an  account  of  his  payments.  He  now  handed  in  an 
account  amounting  to  71.  159.  out  of  the  mone3rs  unac- 
counted for  on  the  previous  day.  In  1874  he  bad  the 
management  of  St.  Thomas's  with  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Hairs 
partner,  and  at  the  first  election  received  10  guineas,  and 
expended  about  502.  At  the  secood  election  he  had  either 
202.  or  252. 

Mr.  Boulter,  of  the  Fir  Tree  tavern,  said  he  was  a  can* 
▼asser  under  Mr.  Thomas  in  Cowley,  and  received  32.  5s. 
He  had  seat  in  a  bill  for  U,  and  was  asked  to  reduce  it. 
Mr.  Wm.  Woodward  said  he  was  in  the  Cowley  district 
.  at  the  first  election,  and  some  money  was  brought  by  Mr. 
Peppercorn  which  was  paid  away  principally  by  Savage. 
The  iponey  sent  was  not  enough,  and  the  people  employed 
had  to  reduce  their  accounts 

Mr.  Churms  was  re-called,  and  the  President  said  he 
had  sent  in  an  account  of  the  list  of  payments  in  Hincksey, 
which  differed  a  good  deal  from  that  which  he  sent  in 
before.    How  was  that  ? 

The  witness  said  it  was  because  he  had  got  a  man  to  go 
round  and  see  the  men  who  had  received^  the  money,  and 
they  had  given  the  amounts  they  were  paid.^  He  was  told 
at  the  time  of  the  election  not  to  take  receipts  either  for 
clerks  or  messengers. 

Mr.  Cave  said  witness  had  received  1112.  from  Mr. 
Walsh,  and  502.  from  Mi.  Dayman., 

Witness  denied  that  he  bad  any  from  Mr.  Daymaii. 
Witness  took  no  receipts.  Tbe  two  Committee-rooms  were 
engi^ed  in  the  district  was  owing  to  a  mistake,  two 
parties  having  engaged,  but  as  they  had  been  engaged 
they  were  paid  for. 

After  explaining  several  items,  Mr.  Cave  said  he  was 
now  satisfied  with  his  accounts. 

Mr.  Wm.  John  Biggs,  draper,  St.  Clement'^,  stated 
that  he  worked  voluntarily  at  botb  elections  last  year,  and 
neither  received  nor  paid  money.  He  also  worked  at  both 
elections  in  1874  in  a  similar  manner.  Mr.  Young  ordered 
fla^s  and  ribbons  of  him  at  tbe  first  election  amounting  to 
22.  8s.  lOJd.  which  were  paid  for.  and  at  tbe  second  elec- 
tion they  came  to  242.  7s.  3d.  which  had  not  been  paid, 
although  the  biU  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Young. 

Mr.  John  James  Tyler,  upholsterer,  59,  Cowley  Road, 
said — He  supplied  flags  by  order  of  Mr.  Young  which  he 
never  booked,  but  he  gave  the  account  to  Mr.  Young. 
fie  made  up  ^6  flags  and  four  banners  and  supplied  700 
poles.  ^  He  tbeught  Mr.  Young  represei^ted  the  Liberal 
Associations.  Ic  was  the  first  time  he  ever  did  anything 
of  the  kind,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  tbe  last.  (Laughter.) 
He  wished  to  deny  tbe  assertion  of  a  person  named  Sava£;e 
that  be  was  a  "  complete  pest"  at  tbe  polling  booth  at  ^ 
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lafrt  election ;  it  waa  perfeotl^  imtnie  to  gfty  that  he  apoke 
to  a  vater,  except  those  on  hie  own  side.  A  Oonserrative 
▼oter  came  to  him  and  said  if  he  would  give  him  Gs.  for  his 
vote  and  Ss.  each  for  five  others,  they  would  vote  for  Sir 
Wm.  Haroourt ;  he  said  they  had  voted  for  Mr.  Hall  the 
last  time. 

Mr.  Matthews  said  he  had  fornished  supplementary 
aoQounts  amountiag  to  Sll,  XSs.  7d.  on  the  ust  election. 
He  was  simply  asked  before  for  the  wages'  account.  Tha 
item  of  15^  Ss.  for  bill  posting  at  the  first  election  must 
be  a  mistake.  The  bill  for  15^,  for  erecting  platforms  wai 
sent  into  Mr.  Walsh  or  Mr.  Dayman.  He  had  abont  40 
men  to  breakfast  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  polliog  day  at  the  first  election,  and  so  he  sup- 
posed  the  Uooservatives  began  the  breakfasts.  The  sup- 
plementary accounts  and  the  other  accounts  he  had  handed 
in  explained  where  all  the  money  went  to  which  be  had 
received. 

Mr.  Oave  pointed  out  that  be  had  received  184Z.  3s.  Gd.^ 
and  accounted  for  180/.  138.  7d.  on  the  first  election.  He 
also  found  at  the  second  election  he  received  2372.  Os.  9a., 
and  had  accounted  for  2201,  14s. 

Mr.  Matthews  said  be  was  put  down  as  being  9U 
deficient  when  he  was  before  the  Oommissioners  before. 
He  bad  since  foand  other  payments  which  he  had  madei 
and  the  sum  deficient  was  now  very  small. 

Mr,  Cave  said  be  thought  the  money  he  received 
was  now  fairly  accounted  for. 

The  witness  said   he  worked  in  1874,  and  had   10 

foineaa  at  the  first  election  and  27  guineas  at  the  second, 
te  could  not  say  what  he  had  for  his  room  at  the  ficat 
flection  in  1874. 

Mr.  N,  Payne  said  he  took  part  in  the  1874  electional 
A.t  the  general  election  of  that  vear  te  took  but  a  slight 
part»  and  received  no  money  and  paid  none.  In  the  bye- 
election,  as  Chairman  of  the  Licensed  Victuallers'  As- 
aoctatian,  he  did  all  he  could  to  prevent  Mr.  Lewis  being 
returned,  as  they  knew  he  had  voted  for  the  Permisaive 
BUI.  He  did  not  think  he  paid  anymoney  away,  but  he 
believed  that  after  the  election  Mr.  Walsh  made  a  present 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Association  of  about  1002,,  which 
was  divided  among  them.  There  were  about  fourteen  of 
them,  and  it  did  not  come  to  much  each  for  five  or  eiz 
weeks'  work.  There  were  plenty  of  meetings  held,  but 
there  was  no  treating  going  on  so  far  as  he  was  aware  Inr 
the  Committee.  Thev  were  not  all  Conservative  landlord 
in  Oxford,  and  they  bad  the  greatest  difficulty  in  this  rCf 
apect.  He  had  heard  a  good  deal  said  about  people  being 
volunteers,  but  he  had  never  found  it  on  either  side,  for 
immediately  they  [were  asked  to  do  anything  they  said, 
"  What  are  you  going  to  pay  V*  (Laughter.)  He  was  a 
volunteer,  because  he  paid  401,  out  of  his  own  pockeL 
but  when  the  money  came  from  Mr.  Walsh  he  took  hia 

Q  0 


394 

share.  He  MW  no  disgraoe  in  a  man  acknowledging  the 
tmthr  The  money  was  paid  some  oocniderable  time  after 
the  election.  A  man  from  Bitmin^am  who  assisted 
them  had  to  be  paid  oat  of  it..  There  were  809  public- 
honses  in  Oxford,  and  they  endeavoured  to  get  them  all 
on  Mr.  Hall's  side,  and  tiie  Birmingham  man  spoke  on 
behsH  of  Mr.  Hall's  cause. 

Mr.  Gave— Then  he  was  a  kindof  Conserrative  Nattall, 
was  he?    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Fayne~-It  did  not  cost  us  sotnUch  I  know  as  it 
did  t^e  others.  They  knew  that  Mr.  Hall  was  a  yery 
good  friend  to  the  trade.  (Laughter.)  Sir  Wm.  Har- 
court  always  presented  petitions  when  I  took  themup, 
and  the  opposition  was  not  so  much  directed  against  him. 
The  fact  ox  his  bringing  Mr.  Gbitty,  and  the  defeat  of  Mr. 
Hall  afterwards,  caused  the  feeling.  We  could  not  believe 
that  Mr.  Hall  was  beaten.  I  was  almost  paralysed.  My 
impression  is  that  if  we  had  worked  as  diligently  at  the 
first  election  as  in  May  we  could  have  won  easily,  and 
when  we  lost  they  were  all  stark,  staring,  raving  mad. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Cave— You  had  recovered  your  paralysed  aotiea 
before  the  second  election  ?    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Payne— Yes.  There  is  no  question  the  Liberals  had 
*'  the  Man  in  the  Moon,"  in  the  first  election,  and  we  had 
bimat  the  second. 

Mr.  Oave— We  have  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  Con- 
servative '*  Man  in  the  Moon.**  Oan  you  tell  us  who  the 
liberal  "  Man  in  the  Moon**  was  ? 

Mr.  Payne — I  cannot.  (Tjaughter.)  I  am  perfectly 
acquainted  with  people  in  my  neiffhbonrhood,  and  I  saw 
men  who  did  not  get  anything  by  daily  work  going  about 
with  *' yellow  boys,*'*and  saying  "come  on  our  side.** 

Mr.  Cave-^Then  you  would  suggest  that  money  was 
spent  at  the  first  election  by  the  Liberals  beyond  what 
appears  in  the  accounts  ? 

Mr.  Payne— My  own  opinion  is  that  it  was  doable, 
and  that  is  the  opinion  of  the  public  generally. 

Mr.  Cave— But  yon  ean*t  enable  us  to  put  oui  hand  on 
the  man  who  spent  it  ? 

Mr.  Payne— No.  It  could  be  easily  done  if  yon  told 
them  to  come  before  you,  and  tell  you  the  same  as  I  have 
teld  you.    (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Diaper  said  that  with  regard  to  Durran  having 
been  paid  twice  over,  as  stated  on  Monday,  it  was  possibw 
that  he  was  right  in  saying  that  he  was  not,  but  there  was 
another  man  whose  name  was  somewhat  similar.  Dockett, 
who  had  been  paid  8^  twice  over.  He  believed  his  name 
was  down  as  Smith.  He  was  not  in  Oxford  in  1874.  He 
might  have  been  on  the  other  side  then.  (Laughter.) 
He  was  then  in  tte  office  of  the  Beturning  Offioer  for  the 
Borough  of  Stoke-on-Trent,  and  he  believed  he  was  a 
liiberal,  bat  that  would  not  prevent  his  doing  his  duty; 


395 


FORTY-SEOOND  DAT.— .Wednesday, 
February  15. 

Mr.  Thos.  Mallam  handed  to  the  Oommisalondrs  a^i 
fibstraot  of  the  expenses  of  Mr.  Thackeray  and  Mr. 
Oardwell  in  1857,  and  also  the  expenses  m  the  1868 
..election.  There  were  no  colours  in  1857.  His  first  im- 
pression of  colours  was  when  Mr.  Hall  first  stood  lor 
Oxford.  He  remembered  trying  to  come  to  some  arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  W.  H.  Walsh  to  stop  the  profuse  expendi- 
ture in  placards  caused  by  one  party  pasting  their 
bills  over  those  of  the  other  side. 

Mr.  Peppercorn  said  he  could  not  explain  how  it  was 
that  he  gave  a  reeeipt  for  100  guineas  for  services  rendered 
at  the  1874  election  in  Feb.  {when  he  only  received  30 
guineas.  He  remembered  Mr.  Walsh  saying  that  the  ex- 
penses had  been  very  heavy,  and  his  asking  him  to  accept 
30  guineas  as  the  election   had  been  lost,    and   in   all 

grobability  there  would  be  another  contest.  A  great  deal 
ad  been  said  about  /oo  simile  forms  of  ballot  papers 
having  been  used,  but  he  handed  in  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Walsh  in  1874  showing  most  coaclusively  that  they 
were  used  then,  and  simply  for  the  purpose  of  instructing 
the  voters  and  nothing  else. 

Mr.  Gave  said  that  confirmed  the  opinion  which  the 
Commissioners  had  already  formed  that  they  were  not 
intended  to  be  used. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Walsh,  solicitor,  said  he  was  agent  for  Dr. 
Deane  in  1868,  and  he  handed  fin  his  papers  for  that 
election.  The  expenses  were  1,341^.,  and  the  accounts 
represented  the  whole  of  the  expenditure  on  that  occasion. 
That  was  the  whole  of  the  money  that  passed  through  his 
hands.  He  was  then  beset  with  applications  for  employ- 
ment considerably  in  excess  of  what  he  required,  but  he 
should  think  the  majority  of  them  were  non-votws.  The 
election  lasted  about  five  months  altogether,  and  of  ceuree 
that  tended  to  increase  the  expense  considerably.  There 
was  no  exhibition  of  flags  then.  He  believed  that 
the  election  of  1868  was  a  pure  one,  and  that  no  more 
money  was  spent  than  that  mentioned  in  the  accounts. 

Mr.  Chas.  Bishop,  Registrar  of  the  County  Court,  said 
that  in  1874  he  was  employed  in  the  general  election  on 
behalf  of  Mr.  Hall  in  canvassing  the  district  of  St.  Giles. 
He  received  he  thought  a  little  over  ZOl.  for  the  first 
election.  The  receipt  produced  was  for  100  guineas,  and 
he  had  not  the  least  doubt  he  gave  it,  but  how  he  qame  to 
do  so  he  could  not  now  tell.  Nor  could  he  tell  who  sug- 
gested  that  he  should  give  it.  At  the  second  election  he 
received  somewhere  about  60^  He  had  nothing  to  do 
TTith  makiog  up  the  accounts. 

ao2 
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William  BaBkerville,  of  St.  Ebbe's  Street,  said  he  had 
been  a  voter  and  ooght  to  be  now,  be  believed.  Hie  name 
was  lilWays  on  the  register  as  William  Barefoot,  and  that 
was  the  name  he  went  by  after  his  mother's  first  husband. 
He  was  the  person  who  went  into  the  booth  with  Nnttall ; 
he  had  been  told  that  his  name  was  on  the  register  as 
Charles  Barefoot,  of  Magdalen  Road,  bat  he  teld  them 
that  his  name  was  William.  He  had  lived  in  Maedalen 
Boad  for  years.  He  voted  in  1874  in  the  name  of  William 
Barefoot.  He  saw  some  gentlemen  at  the  Clarendon 
abont  his  vote,  and  they  told  him  that  he  was  entitled  to 
vote,  but  he  would  not  vote,  as  they  wanted  him  in  the 
l)Ooth  to  take  his  oath  that  his  name  was  Charles  Bare- 
foot. Hjjb  name  had  been  in  his  rent  book  for  six  years 
as  Barefoot,  and  soaroely  anyone  knew  him  by  his  right 
name  of  Baskerville. 

Mr.  Percivsl  W^h  said  he  did  not  think  the  accounts 
published,  showing  that  the  expenses  of  Mr.  Hall  at  the 
•lection  in  1874  were  £1,950  88.,  were  correct. 
I*rem  the  bank  book  he  saw  that  he  received 
£6,072  10s.  for  .both  of  the  elections.  A  gentleman 
named  Doleman,  of  London,  brought  an  action  against 
witness  for  1402.  for  services,  and  he  settled  it  by  the 
payment  of  781.  His  own  fees  probably  stood  in  the  same 
category  as  those  of  Mr.  Cripps,  Mr.  Peppercorn,  and 
Mr.  jBishep;  he  wrote  to[them  asking  for  their  account 
and  upon  their  stating  that  100  guineas  would  be  a  proper 
amount,  he  said  he  had  not  got  the  money,  and  they  took 
30  guineas  each  and  gave  receipts  for  100  guineas.  He 
himself  received  about  1502.  Tnere  was  no  very  great 
employment  at  the  first  election,  and  probably  the  first 
cost  about  2,5002.,  and  the  second  1,0002.  more.  It  would 
not  be  quite  the  way  to  look  at  it  to  say  that  there  was 
6502.  not  accounted  for  on  the  first  election,  because  the 
accounts  of  the  two  were  mixed ;  he  should  be  inclined  to 
put  the  eipenses  of  the  first  election  now  at  2,2002.  or 
2.3002.,  and  the  second  at  the  sum  which  would  make  up 
the  total  to  6,0722.  lOs.  He  fancied  he  did  all  the  wock 
himself  at  the  first  election,  but  when  the  second  came  on 
he  was  assisted  by  Mr.  Ives  and  Mr.  Sinkins.  He  had 
no  extraneous  aid  from  anyone  answering  to  the  description 
of  Mr.  Pegler  on  that  occasion.  An  election  was  always 
a  pecuniary  loss  both  to  Mr.  Dayman  and  himself.  Mr. 
K.  Payne  was  one  of  the  most  devoted  adherents  to  the 
cause,  and  it  was  one  of  his  theories  never  to  know  witness 
during  an  election,  and  he  sent  in  a  claim  afterwards.  He 
did  not  suppose  that  he  should  pay  Mr.  Fayi^e  by  cheque. 
He  should  be  obliged  to  Mr.  Payne  if  he  could  point  out 
^m  what  fund  he  was  paid  a  sum  of  money  a  considerable 
time  after  the  second  election.  He  believed  there  were 
no  Illegal  payments  in  1868,  except  for  an  occasional  glass 
of  beer.  He  could  not  tell  whether  Payne  worked  in  the 
first  eleolion  in  1874 ;  he  certainly  did  not  in  1868,  because 
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he  believed  he  voted  for  Sir  Wm.  Harcourfc.  Mr.  Hall 
had  been  marked  ont  as  a  candidate  in  1868.  He  finally 
consented  to  come  out  in  April  1873,  He  had  never  done 
his  work  for  the  Gonservatiye  partv  with  the  idea  of  fee 
or  reward.  In  the  first  election  of  1880  he  attempted  to 
keep  the  expenditure  down.  The  matter  of  the  employ- 
ment of  messengers  was  tanght  him  by  his  opponents.  If 
he  had  had  three  days  more  in  April  and  an  extra  500^ 
hi9  conid  have  pat  Air.  Hall  at  the  head  of  the  poll.  Every- 
one who  voted  for  Mr.  Langston  was  paid  1^.  over  the 
counter,  and  those  who  split  their  votes  had  10s.  He 
believed  he  lost  the  first  election  in  1874  by  the  non- 
employment  of  messengers.  He  thought  the  Liberals 
began  the  system  of  colours,  and  he  considered  that  was 
true.  The  ijiberals  said  it  was  done  by  the  Conservatives^ 
and  he  believed  that  was  false.  (A  laugh.)  He  had  no 
idea  personally  where  the  money  came  from  in  1874.  In 
the  first  election  in  1880  the  expenditure  was  3,8002.,  and 
in  the  second  election  5,880^.  12s.  4d. 

Mr.  Gave  said  that  was  the  money  actually  expended, 
and  had  no  reference  to  outstandinjp;  claims.  He  was  not 
satisfied  there  was  not  something  nirther  with  regard  to 
the  second  election.  He  understood  that  certain  crentle- 
men  had  spent  more  than  they  had  received—Messrs. 
W^Us,  Mathews,  and  Payne.  He  did  not  think  that  was 
made  out  to  his  satisfaction. 

Mr.  Walsh  said  he  was  sorry  the  Commissioners  were 
not  satisfied,  but  he  pledged  his  oath  they  had  before  them 
all  the  money  that  had  been  received. 

Mr.  Cave  said  that  to  each  of  the  sums  mentioned  as 
the  money  expended  in  the  two  elections  there  were  still 
sums  to  be  added  for  outstanding  claims.  He  thought 
that  Mr.  Wells  took  part  in  both  elections  in,  187^  and 
especially  in  the  second.  He  had  told  witness  that  he 
gave  202.  at  the  general  election,  but  it  did  not  appear  in 
the  accounts.  At  the  second  election  he  was  not  aware 
that  he  was  paid  anything,  and  he  was  afraid  that  the 
entry  of  152.  to  him  was  fictitious.  Mr.  Calcutt,  and 
Mr.  Goodson  also  took  part  in  both  elections:  He  did 
not  know  any  details  of  the  loss  sustained  by  Mr.  GoodsoD» 
but  he  believed  lus  story.  They  were  evexdy  divided  in 
Jericho,  and  a  Conservative  who  was  a  grocer  and  took  a 
prominent  partin  the  election  would,  he  had  no  donbt, 
have  occasion  to  remember  it  without  feelings  of  pleasure. 

Mr.  Cave— Is  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  bring  to 
our  notice.  It  may  be  the  last  time  you  may  be  in  the  box. 

Mr.  Walsh— Nothing  whatever.  I  have  done  the  best 
I  could  to  answer  the  questions  that  have  been  asked  me. 
I  supppose  I  must  make  some  formal  application  for  my 
certificate.  That  will  be  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Commisaioners. 

Mr.  Oave— Yes. 

Mr.  Wal8h>-And  witen  oommniiicated  to  me*? 
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Mr.  C*ve— Ftobably  aboat  the  time  the  lepoct  ie  mftde. 

Mr.  G.  Bmnner,  actuary  of  the  Oxford  Sa^ingB  Baiik,and 
Registrar  of  births  and  deaths,  said  he  had  takea  an  active 
interest  in  Parliamentary  elections,  in  Oxford.  In  April 
he  was  superintendent  of  the  Hincksev  district  for  the 
Liberals.  He  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  employment  of 
clerks  and  messengers.  He  only  recommended  one  person* 
For  his  services  in  April  he  received  102.  He  believed  he 
spent  21,  lOs.  out  of  bis  own  pocket  for  colours.  He  was 
a  volunteer  in  May,  and  had  about  three  times  the  amount 
of  duty  to  do.  He  believed  about  the  same  nomber  of 
persons  were  emploved  in  Ma^  as  in  April.  He  did  not 
receive  any  money  for  his  services  in  May*  and  he  spent 
between  dl,  and  4^  in  colours.  He  did  not  make  anyclaim, 
He  did  not  order  refreshments  at  either  election.  He  was 
engaged  before  the  election  by  Sir  Wnu  Haroourt  and  Mr. 
Ghitty  espeoiallv  to  look  after  the  outlying  district  of 
Hinoksey.  He  had  been  engaged  in  elections  as  far  back 
as  the  time  of  Sir  William  Page  Wood.  He  could  not  tell 
whether  there  was  more  employment  in  18S0  than  in  1874^ 
as  he  did  not  know  until  they  gave  their  evidence  that 
persons  had  been  employed.  He  never  offered  Mr.  Jowetti 
the  schoolmaster,  a  JUiberal  agency  or  employment  of  any 
kind ;  it  was  not  likely,  as  he  was  too  active  on  the  other 
dide,  and  had  the  largest  blue  flag  in  the  place.  The  states 
ment  that  he  had  done  so,  coming  from  the  quarter  it  did, 
was  not  worth  denying.  He  had  had  letters  since  from 
Mr.  Jowett,  which  would  show  that  there  was  no  unplea* 
santness  or  ill  feeling  between  them.  There  were  five  of  the 
Local  Board  men  who  lived  at  EQnGksey,and  he  asked  two  of 
them  about  thvir  vote.  He  thought  Ool.  Hall  was  greater 
mistaken  in  thinking  that  the  Local  Board  men  voted 
Conservative.  From  his  experience  of  the  people  of 
HindEsey  he  believed  that  they  had  been  spoken  harshly 
of  with  r^ard  to  what  had  been  done  at  the  second  elec- 
tion. He  believed  at  the  time  of  the  election  that  there 
were  only  three  of  the  persons  whom  he  superintended 
who  were  paid. 

Mr.  Jeffery  Beesley,  Medley  Lock,  boat  buildel^  said  he 
did  not  have  any  money  to  dispose  of  in  May.  Me  might 
have  talked  to  a  good  many  people  about  money.  He  did 
not  remember,  and  he  would  swear  he  did  not  offer  Man* 
bary£ltovoteforMr.  HalL  He  did  not  tell  hia  he  had 
plenty  of  sovereigns  and  he  wanted  to  get  rid  of  them* 
Witness  did  not  see  him  take  out  a  note  book  and  write 
dewn  something.  He  migbt  have  asked  Ellis  how  he  was 
going  to  vote.  He  could  not  say  if  he  told  him  that  if  he 
Voted  for  the  Squire  he  would  satisfy  him. 

Mr.  Gave  warned  the  witness  to  be  careful  or  he  woidd 
notget  his  certificate. 

Witness  said  he  did  not  remember  Strondley  asking  if 
it  was  good  enough  voting  for  the  Squiife  for  (wo  half* 
sovereigns.  He  never  o^eced  money  to  anyone.  He  might 
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liAve  imlled  ont  mon6y  at  Jericho  House.     He  had  32. 
from  Mr.  Payne  for  going  about  and  doing  lots  of  work. 

Mr.  Gave  again  warned  the  witness  to  be  careful.  If 
he  did  not  answer  the  questions  truthfully  he  would  cer- 
tainly be  prosecuted.  Now,  in  tbe  presence  of  Ellis  did 
you  offer  Stroudley  two  half-flovereigns  to  rote  for  the 
Bo^re? 

witness— I  did  not  offer  him  two  half-sovereigns. 
Mr.  Crorden  Payman,  solicitor,  said  he  took  no  part 
lb  the  elections  of  1874.  The  only  payment  was  one  out 
of  his  own  pocket,  and  was  one  of  71.  lis,  to  Martin  for 
oanvaseiDg.  He  might  have  received  2161,  towards  the 
eleetion,  but  if  he  dia  he  paid  it  into  the  bank.  He  recol* 
lected  seeing  Mr.  Groodeon  daring  the  course  of  the  last 
eIeoti6n ;  he  had  heard  from  50  people  that  he  had  been 
A  loser  over  the  1874  elections,  and  he  told  him  that  his 
object  in  sending  for  him  was  that  he  thought  his  assist- 
ance would  be  very  beneficial^nd  after  some  conversation 
he  agreed  to  work  for  501-.  He  could  not  remember  that 
he  told  him  not  to  lay  anyof  it  out  on  the  election.  He 
had  no  receint  from  Mr.  Kidley  for  the  5(N^.  paid  to  him. 
He  had  a  cneque  from  Mr.  Morrell  for  362.  6f.  8d.  f or 
Sergeant  Smith|Which  he  handed  to  him, 
'  Mr,  Thomas  Jiayward,  railway  guard,  said,— Tha^he 
■aw  George  Groddard  at  the  Old  Gate  House  during  the 
•lection,  and  he  aaid  to  witness  that  he  should  like  to 
buy  hii  tobacco  pouch,  as  it  would  be  useful  in  his  trade« 
the  "  gold  line.*^  He  said  he  could  pay  him  well  for  it. 
bat  he  did  not  buy  it.  He  worked  for  tbe  Liberiils  at  the 
first  eleotion,  but  at  the  second  he  did  not  exert  himself. 
He  never  asked  Cook,  the  landlord,  for  money. 

Mr.  Wootten  Wootten,  banker,  said,— He  was  the  pro- 
poser of  Sir  William  Horconrt  at  the  last  election,  and 
took  a  great  interest,  but  no  active  part  in  it.  A  man 
named  Fleetwood  had  not  received  an  allowance  from 
him,  and  he  had  not  intimidated  him  in  any  way,  and  any 
■tatement  that  he  had  done  so  was  untrue.  The  state- 
aent  was  made  bv  a  class  of  persons  who  threw  dirt  in  the 
hope  that  some  of  it  might  stick  somewhere. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Ballard,  of  Abingdon,  said, — He  took 
part  on  the  Conservative  side  at  elections,  and  a  few  days 
before  the  eleotion  he  spoke  to  two  men,  who  a«^reed  to 
vote  for  B£r.  Hall  if  they  each  had  a  sovereign  for  their 
ezptrnsei.  He  knew  that  it  was  quite  enough.  The 
sovereign  a-piece  was  paid  at  tbe  Three  Tuas  by  a  friend 
of  his. 

The  witness's  expenses  were  refused. 

Mr.  Bvetts  and  the  President  went  through  the  amounts 
which  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Conservative  party  at 
the  first  election,  the  latter  stating  that  he  made  it  come 
to  3»724f.  6s,  8d.,  and  6,8801,  12s.  4d.  on  the  lut  election, 
maUng  a  Idal  of  9,604^.  18s.  7d.  He  made  his  accounts 
balnea  on  fte  first  elettion,  supposing  that  he  did  not  re- 
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oeive  the  150^  from  Mr.  Dayman.  He  did  not  see  » 
person  named  Shaw  io  Oxford  darinfi:  either  election.  Ha 
thought  the  Commissioners  were  mistaken  in  supposing 
that  he  engaged  all  the  mes^ieDgers  in  the  West  Wai?d  and 
paid  them  ;  and  with  regard  to  the  forged  ballot  papers, 
from  Mr.  Dudley's  evidence  it  appeared  as  if  the  ballot 
papers  had  been  sorted  when  the  boxes  came  in,  and  he 
failed  to  see  why  Mr.  Dudley  should  have  arranged  and 
smoothed  them  down  after  they  bad  been  tied  up  and  left 
by  the  Returning  Officer.  The  delay  in  sending  the  papers 
np  was  uoaccountable,  and  the  only  thing  that  was  wanted 
was  that  they  should  be  gone  over,  counted,  and  examined, 
because  he  had  been  told  that  there  were  eight  forged 
papers  among  them.  It  was  obvious  that  if  a  fac  simile 
ballot  paper  was  put  into  the  box  it  was  done  through  mis- 
take  or  inadvertence,  and  he  hoped  the  matter  woald  be 
mentioned  in  the  report.     (Applause.) 

Mr.  Wootten  said  he  was  a  counter,  and  he  could  not 
say  whether  there  were  any  spurious  papers  or  not  among 
them.  They  wete  told  to  look  out  for  irregularly  filled  up 
papers,  and  not  to  see  if  the  official  stamp  was  on  them. 
..  Mr.  Cave  said  as  this  matter  appeared  to  create  great 
interest  he  would  state  the  conclusions  to  which  the  Com- 
missioners had  come.  In  the  first  place  they  were  quite 
satisfied  that  nothing  was  intended  by  Mr.  Walsh  in 
having  the  fac  simile  papers.  They  believed  thev  were 
for  the  purpose  referred  to  by  him  and  also  by  Mr. 
Peppercorn  that  morning  of  instructing  the  voters  in  the 
mode  of  usin^  them.  Secondly,  with  regard  to  the  mode 
of  dealing  with  the  ballot  papers  after  the  election,  they 
regretted  that  the  counterfoils  were  not  done  up  in  scaled 
envelopes  as  directed  by  the  Act.  That  appeared  to  have 
been  done  at  some  o£  the  pollinGr  stations,  but  net  in  others, 
and  they  regretted  it  was  not  done  at  every  one,  and  they 
regretted  that  the  papers  were  not  sent  up  by  that  night's 
post.  The  reason  given  for  its  not  being  done  did  not 
appear  sufficiently  satisfactory,  and  they  regretted  that 
these  two  irregularities  should  have  occurred.  They  werf 
satisfied  that  the  ballot  boxes  were  not  tampered  with, 
and  that  none  of  the  fac  simile  papers  were  discovered  in 
them.  They  did  not  think  it  at  all  necessary,  being  en** 
tirely  convinced  of  that,  to  make  any  farther  inquiry  into 
the  matter,  even  if  it  were  in  their  power  to  do  so. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  George  Hedsres,  decorator.  New  Road,  said  he 
received  25^  from  Mr.  Draper  for  the  use  of  his  room  as 
a  committee-room  at  the  April  election. 

Mr.  Wells  was  informed  that  his  account  for  the  April 
election  appeared  to  tally  with  the  money  he  received, 
89^.  He  received  at  the  Mav  election  290l^.  and  he  had 
expended  250^.,  some  of  which  came  out  of  hi^  own  pocket. 
In  1S74  he  received  20^.  to  pay  some  of  the  mefisttngers^ 

John  Brookings,  of  Bladon,  said  tha^  tiQOr  pertooa— 
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Mr.  Seel^y,  of  WittMr»  >acl  Mr.  On^-offtrM  to  pay  t^ 
gaeptnaag  |to  Oxford  and  faaok  if  he  wonld  Tota  for  Sur 
William  Harcourt,  but  he  said  he  did  not  want  any  ex« 
benies  from  anyone  as  he  should  vote  for  Squirt  Half,  fudd 
he  did  so. 

Arthur  Haynes,  Church  Street,  St.  Ebbe*s,  said  that        ^ 
he  tokl  his  married  sister  at  the  time  of  the  election  that        m^^.-     ^ 
if  she  did  not  lend  him  2d.  he  would  go  to  Mr.  Wheeler,  /    '^  ■'Jf'. 

who  had  promised  him  Ids.  if  Mr.  Ball  was  returned.  H^ . 
never  haa  money  from  Wheeler.  He  was  employed  by^^ 
Gynes,  and  was  paid  82.  lOs.  by  him.     He  said  at  ^0 

Sitition  that  Mr.  Wheeler  gave  him  no  money,  but^ 
d  receive  Is.  6d.  from  him. 

Mr.  W.  Plowman  said,— He  had  only  been  able  to  gefr 
faiformation  from  one  clerk  as  to  his  accounts.  At  Sie 
first  election  he  received  128^.  Ss.,  and  at  the  second  1052.^ 
and  he  spent  it  in  petty  cash  and  in  paying  clerks  and 
messeogers,  of  which  he  kept  an  account,  and  also  took 
receipts,  which  he  handed  in  to  the  agent,  and  he  said  he 
had  destroyed  them.  He  could  give  no  farther  particulars. 
He  had  never  received  anything  for  his  services  to  the 
Conservative  cause,  and  he  never  wished  to. 

John  Cooper,  Inspector  of  the  Great  Western  Hailway, 
said, — He  was  not  aware  there  wan  a  suggestion  that  he 
had  been  bribed  with  21,  He  had  won  that  amount  of 
Mr.  Owen  James  Grimbly,  who  bet  that  Sir  William 
Harcourt  would  head  the  poll  by  400.  Witness  bet  that 
Mr.  Hall  would  head  the  poll  and  win. 


FORTY-THIRD  DAY.— Thursday, 
February  16. 

Mr.  Gjmes  said  at  the  May  election  he  had  about  110?. 
from  Mr.  Draper,  the  whole  by  cheque.  He  had  no 
money  in  cash  from  him ;  he  never  gave  witness  37?.  10s; 
in  cadb.  He  had  not  seen  him  about  it,  and  it  was  some; 
what  strange  that  this  should  have  come  up  now ;  why  was 
it  that  he  had  not  mentioned  it  when  he  went  to  see  him 
about  the  money  he  had  received  ?  Witness  experienced 
tiie  greatest  difficulty  in  getting  any  money  from  him  at 
all  to  pay  the  men.  He  believed  all  the  money  he  had  at 
the  first  election  was  in  cheques.  He  kept  no  book  of  what 
he  received.  The  clerks  were  paid  differently,  according 
to  what  it  was  thought  they  were  worth.  There  were  two 
Inreakf asts  on  the  polling  day.  Woodward  did  both  day 
and  night  work  as  watcher,  as  they  heard  that  the 
Birmingham  men  had  arrived,  and  Carr  did  the  same  kind 
ef  work.    Draper  refused  him  money  several  times,  and 
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kfdaot  Mr.  ISiyMtwnoe  to  the  nwoo  they  eonldnothavia 
nM  their  peopki  He  again  denied  that  he  had  872.  lOtt, 
m  eaah  from  mm. 

Mr.  BeDJamin  Bennett  was  called,  and  Mr.  Cave  said 
that  in  hb  aoconnt  for  the  first  election  there  was  a  defi« 
eiency  of  30^.,  and  in  the  second  901. ;  ooiUd  he  account 
for  it?  The  witness  said  he  had  tried  to  do  so.  bat  cenld 
not.  He  had  sent  in  his  pav  sheets  to  Mr.  Draper,  and 
tiien  the  money  was  sent ;  the  men  signed  the  sheet  on 
being  paid,  and  then  the  sheets  were  returned  to  Mr. 
Wallh.  There  were  a  great  many  persons  employed  by 
him  whom  he  did  not  kndw.  He  thought  he  had  dk- 
oovered  all  the  men  in  the  City  whom  he  employed,  bat 
he  should  think  there  were  about  30  or  40  whom,  he  could 
not  find.    He  paid  on  an  average  32.  per  man.    Mr.  Berry 

grho  had  died  since  the  election)  also  put  men  on  to  woik« 
e  had  worked  very  hard  to  find  out  the  men,  but  had  not 
succeeded,  he  was  sornr  to  say,  and  could  give  no  further 
toformatioa  now  than  he  could  in  October  laat. 

Henry  Shorter,  Observatory  Street^  labourer,  denied 
that  he  received  money,  or  had  an  offer  of  money,  for  his 
vote.  He  received  li.  from  Mr.  Bennett  for  night  work, 
and  doing  anything  that  was  wanted.  The  messages  he 
took  referred  principally  to  the  flags. 

Mr.  William  Savage  said  he  wished  to  make  a  correction 
In  his  statement  with  respect  to  the  letter  which  he  said 
Mr.  Laker  had  received  from  the  Home  Secretary.  He 
wished  to  withdraw  all  that  he  had  said,  as  ^r.  Laker  bad 
since  showed  him  the  letter,  and  he  found  that  it  did  not 
refer  to  the  Oxford  election  but  to  the  Sheffield  election. 

Richard  Wheeler,  4,  James  Place,  Caroline  Street,  said 
it  was  true  that  some  one  personated  him  at  the  last  elec- 
tion. It  was  a  man  of  the  same  name  living  in  St. 
Thomas's. 

Beuben  Henry  Willis,  landlord  of  the  Swan,  NewBoad, 
said  he  had  heard  that  Mr.  Savage^  had  stated  that  he 
knew  of  some  cases  of  bribery.  He  did  not  know  the  man, 
and  he  knew  of  no  cases  of  bribery.  He  believed  the  story 
was  got  up  to  make  Savage  savaxe,  for  they  knew  he  was 
a  savage  shark  and  woidd  be  sure  to  bite.  (Laughter.)  Of 
the  two  his  house  was  rather  Liberal. 

George  Howse,  butcher,  Union  Street,  said  he  was 
offered  money  for  his  vote  by  an  old  friend  of  his,  whose 
name  he  had  often  said  he  would  not  mention. 

The  Commissioners  intimated  that  he  would  have  to  go 
to  prison  if  he  did  not  give  it,  and  as  he  persisted  in  ms 
determination  not  to  devulge  it, 

Mr.  Cave  said— Policeman,  take  this  man  away  and 
lock  him  up. 

P.C.  Fundell  accordingly  took  him  into  .custody  and  re- 
moved him  from  the  Court. 

Frank  Hedges  said  it  was  not  true  that  he  had  voted 
twice,  as  had  been  charged  against  him.    He  was  on  the 
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fegpbter  in  two  pJaoM.  He  did  vote  twice  at  the  first 
dection,  but  he  did  not  intend  to  play  the  same  game  at 
the  second  election. 

Mr.  Bidley  told  the  witness  he  had  better  be  careful 
not  to  do  it  again. 

The  witness's  expenses  were  refused. 

John  Akerman,  publican,  Commercial  Bead,  said — He 
Acted  as  Secretary  of  the  Licensed  Victuallers  Association 
in  1874,  but  had  not  the  slightest  knowledge  that  Mr. 
Payne  had  1002.  from  Mr.  Walsh  for  the  Committee  by 
way  of  a  present.  He  received  £2  10s.  from  Payne,  na 
could  not  recollect  the  names  of  til  the  Committee. 
George  West  was  one,  and  William  Ajshley,  Bichard 
Humphries,  Thomas  Dolley,  Lindsay,  Charles  Stevens, 
Howkins,  Barratt,  Allec,  Hine^  and  Payne  were  others. 

Bichard  Humphries,  ot  Headington,  said— That  in  1874 
he  kept  the  Turks  Head  publichonse,  and  was  a  member 
nf  the  Committee  of  the  Licensed  Victuallers  Association. 
The  otber  memberswere  Ashley,  Dolley,  Lindsay,  Stevens, 
Hine,  West,  himself,  Barratt,  Payne,  and  Higgms.  He  re- 
ceived some  sovereigns  from  Mr.  Pratt — about  eight  or  Dine 
— for '  *  testing  the  trade"  as  to  the  Permissive  Bill.  Mr.  Pratt 
gave  him  the  money  as  a  present,  and  he  did  not  knpw 
where  it  came  from.  It  was  put  into  his  hand,  and  he 
put  it^  into  his  pocket  not  knowing  what  it  was  or  how 
much  it  was ;  he  afterwards  found  it  was  gold.  Nothing 
of  the  sort  had  occurred  to  him  before  or  since.  He 
Could  not  tell  what  the  opinions  of  the  publicans  were 
then  with  regard  to  the  Permissive  Bill ;  be  could  not 
tell  whether  they  supported  the  Bill.    (Laughter.) 

The  witness's  expenses  were  refused  on  the  ground  that 
be  had  not  given  them  enough  information. 

Albert  Passant,  22,  Wellington  Street,  said— He  was 
at  the  time  of  May  election  last  year  in  Shropshire^ 
and  he  was  paid  32.  as  his  expenses  for  coming  to  vote. 
His  railway  fare  amounted  to  about  23s.  Miss  Mabbatt 
gave  him  the  money,  and  he  gave  her  a  receipt,  but  it  was 
made  out  for  new  boots  and  for  the  repair  of  boots. 
(Laughter.)  He  wrote  out  the  receipt  himself,  but  he 
was  not  aware  that  it  was  illegal  to  mslke  it  out  as  it  was. 
jt^  The  witness  was  informed  that  the  32.  must  cover  his 
expenses  in  attending  the  Com'inission. 

Mr.  Draper  said  he  had  been  unable  to  account  for  about'' 
322.  out  of  the  902.  which  he  had  failed  to  account  for  in 
his  first  statement  of  the  April  election.  At  the  second 
election  there  was  2152.  unaccounted  for,  although  he  had 
tried  to  get  all  the  information  about  it.  It  was  money 
paid  to  the  Boebuck  staff,  and  pay  sheets  were  signed  by 
them ;  the  pay  sheets  had  been  burnt  with  the  rest  of  the 
napers.  Mr.  Gynes  was  wrong  in  saying  that  he  did  not 
have  the  372.  10s.  in  cabb ;  it  was  paid  to  him  on  Friday 
the  14tb  of  May;  at  Dayman  and  Walsh's  office,  because 
lie  wanted  more  money.     Mr.  Gynes  signed  a  receipt 
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which  one  of  the  clerics  made  out»  and  he  had  no  donht  ii 
Was  in  ezistence  now.  He  had  not  an  iota  of  donbt  abont 
piQrinR  Mr.  Gynes  the  372. 10s.  Mr.  Evetts  h%d  appearea 
whe  satisfied  that  he  had  received  1002.  and  5w.  firom 
him. 

^^Mn  Evetts  pointed  ont  from  the  laberal  accoants  of  a 
municipal  election  in  1867  that  they  had  ten  Commitfe« 
iponis  in  one  Ward,  all  at  puhlichouses.  He  drew  atten* 
^n  to  the  fact  that  the  accounts  of  the  second  election  for 
jSii  Ebbe's  were  not  in  the  accounts ;  this  was  on  the  da; 
tefore  thevwere  published,  and  he  was  very  indignant 
about  it.  He  was  afraid  that  they  had  been  lost.  He 
1>elieved  that  he  received  1752.  on  the  10th  of  May  for  tha 
St.  Ebbe's  district  from  Mr.  Draper.  He  was  not  awara 
i^at  Mr.  Gypes  had  more  money  on  the  14th  of  May  ;  to 
the  best  of  his  belief  he  thought  everything  was  settled 
upon  the  10th.  He  was  not  aware  that  Gynes  had  1152. 
in  cheques  from  Mr.  Walsh  at  the  AprU  election.  He 
applied  to  witness  for  money  for  the  West  Ward,  but  he 
]^ef osed  to  gpve  him  any,  and,  referred  him  to  Mr.  Walsh, 
at  the  Mitre,  who  refused  him  also,  and  witness 
Chen  let  him  have  money  on  his  LO.U.'s»  and 
he  ho^d  he  should  be  repaid.  He  did  not 
think  it  was  illegal  to  advance  monev  on  the 
1.0. IT .'s,  and  he  failed  to  see  that  it  would  be  so  if 
every  account  was  published.  He  pleaded  guilty  to  ex* 
penditure  for  colours.  Owing  to  personation  at  the  first 
election  three  votes  were  lost  to  Mr.  Hall,  and  the 
register  was  in  a  scandalous  state  owing  to  the  retention 
of  people  who  were  dead,  double  entries,  and  so  forth. 
He  was  afraid  that  the  Conservatives  did  not  exert  &em- 
selves  as  they  ought  to,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
rate  collectors  were  first-rate  registration  agents  for  the 
Liberals,  and  they  had  that  diificulty  to  contend  with. 
Some  names  were  also  wrongly  spelt,  and  he  mentioned 
a  case  in  which  Aid.  Garr  had  at  first  refused  a  man 
named  CoUeson  to  vote  because  his  name  was  spelt 
Gollison ;  it  was  the  same  with  a  man  named  Pulker,  and 
he  fancied  if  they  had  been  Liberals  their  votes  would 
have  been  allowed. 

Mr.  Gave  said  he  thought  the  remedy  lay  in  their 
own  hands. 

The  Kev.  W.  West  said  the  mistakes  against  the  Con- 
servatives in  the  register  were  really  eleven.  There  were 
four  Conservative  claims  In  Cowley  which  were  allowed 
and  not  put  on,  and  four  Conservative  objections  which 
were  allowed  and  not  struck  off,  and  he  thought  a  heavr 
fine  should  be  inflicted  for  such  acts  of  negligence  whicu 
were  committed  in  the  Town  Clerk's  Office. 

Mr.  Evetts  said  he  had  always  been  at  the  head  of  CM 
poll  for  the  {West  Ward,  and  last  Nov.  his  election  cort 
nim  about  £5.  He  was  of  opinion  that  elections  could  be 
oarried  on  in  Oxford  without  illegal  expenditure.     He 


3nite  44pwed  yntix  Mr.  T.  MaHam  that  if  the  ballot  was 
^  one  away  with  tlie  Oosservatives  would  regain  their  olij 
jpoBition,  and  he  was  firmly  of  opinion  that  u  it  was  aper<> 
lectly  fair  fight' Mr.  Hall  woula  beat  all  comers. 

Mr,  GoUqntt,  frosn  th&Town  Olerk's  O^ce,  sidd  it  was 
the  Bevising  Barrister's  fault  with  regard  to  the  Conseri 
Tative  claims  not  being  inserted,  as  he  did  not  initial  the 
list,  and  thepapers  were  sent  back  to  him  for  r'eyidion. 

Biphard  Wheeler,  Plasterers' Arms  Yard,  St.  Thomas^s^ 
sras  called,  l>at  nothing  intelligible  could  be  obtained  | rom 
Idm. 

Bichard  Kortb.  Caroline  Street,  St.  Clement's,  said  he 
had  a  "token  "  during  the  election,  and  he  saw  others  in 
Commercial  Koad,  St.  Ebbe's.  He  got  the  one  he  had 
irom  Mrs.  Bobinson,  a  shopkeeper,  and  she  gaye  him  ta 
imderstand  that  after  the  election,'  if  Sir  William  Har- 
oourt  was  returned,  thev  would  be  exchanged  for  good 
money.  They  were  made  in  the  shape  and  size  of  sove- 
reigns and  half-sovereigns.  Mr.  Bobinson  said  she  had 
the  tokens  from  a  neig^ibour  -named  Beesley,  a  printer,  o£ 
12,  Commercial  Boad.  He  could  not  say  whether  the  one 
be  had  had  a  double  eagle  on  one  side,  and  he  neves 
heard  of  one  being  exchanged  for  money. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Alden.  bookseller,  Commarket  Street,  said 
it  occurred  to  him  that  he  might  explain  about  the  tokens. 
Last  year  he  bought  a  lot  of  them  for  card  counters,  of 
the  size  of  sovereigns  and  haIf;Sovereifl[ns,  and  tbey  had 
the  Queen's  head  on  one  side  and  a  double  eagle  on  the 
ether.  .  They  had  no  political  significance  whatever. 

Mr.  John  Towle  said  he  wished  to  make  a  statement  to 
remove  a  little  odium  that  had  been  cast  upon  the  con* 
stitfiency  of  Oxford.  He  had  never  been  put  to  £5  ex- 
pense in  all  his  elections,  even  in  the  poorest  puts.  B)a 
bad  boasted  that  all  Oxford  could  not  turn  him  out,  but 
it  had  beendone,  and  Mr.  Bvetts  was  the  means  of  turning 
bim  ou^  but  it  had  cost  him  £100  .to  do  so»  He  had 
i^ways  found  a  pint  of  beer  go  further  than  a  shilling,  and 
be  wished  it  not  to  go  forth  that  the  constituency  was 
corrupt  The  corrupters  were  at  their  elbows,  and  it  wae 
upon  them  the  odinm  should  fall. 

John  Thomas  Bobinson,  ef  Commercial  Boad,  St. 
Ebbe's,  sud  that  Bicbard  Wheeler,  of  York  !Place» 
Caroline  Street,  St.  Clement's,  asked  mm  to  go  and  see  if 
be  had  a  vote,  and  he  found  that  he  had.  He  knew  of  no 
Biohard  Wheeler,  of  4,  James  Place,  or  any  other  Bichacd 
Wbeeler. 

^  Mr.  Cave— Let  me  recommend  ^ou  to  be  careful  another 
time,  or  you  will  find  yourself  %in  prison  ;  it  is  a  aerioiiB 
thing  for  one  man  to  personate  another. 

Howse  was  again  placed  in  the  witness  box,  after  having 
been  locked  up  at  the  police  station  for  some  hours,  ana 
the  President  said  the  Commissioners  had  been  consider- 
ing wbether  they  should  commit  him  to  prison  for  a  wec^. 
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bat  inaamuoh  as  the  qnestion  which  he  vefaaed  to  anstrar 
was  of  no  great  conseqaence^  they  had  determined  that 
fhey  wonld  be  aatUfied  with  the  warning  he  had  leoeivad 
and  lUwffhAgge  him. 

Mr.  Gave  then  Bald— The  inqniry  will  now  be  adjonmed 
to  London,  and  in  all  probability  the  Commiseionen  wfil 
not  find  it  neoeasary  to  hold  any  farther  sittings  in  Oxford. 
Oniey  will  hold  mttings  in  London  for  the  purpose  o£ 
examining  the  present  and  late  members^  and  any  othen 
they  may  think  it  necessary  to  examine.  They  wiU  pro- 
bably not  find  it  necessary  to  oome  here  again,  and  &ey 
desire  to  express  their  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the 
courtesy  shown  by  the  liagistrates  for  placing  this  CooH 
at  their  disposal,  and  also  their  thanks  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  for  the  attention  they  have  received  from  him  since 
they  have  been  in  Oxford.    (Applause. ) 

llie  inquiry  then  adjourned. 


FORTY-FOXJKTH  DAY.— Fkiday, 

February  25. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Chitty,  M.P.,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gave,  said, — 
I  was  first  spoken  to  about  standing  for  Oxford  in 
December,  1876.  I  was  informed  that  the  Liberal  Asso- 
dations  had  held  a  meeting  and  the  Gommittee  had- 
several  names  placed  before  them,  and  mine  was  selected 
by  a  very  large  majority.  I  communicated  with  Sir  Wm« 
Uorcourt  before  I  agreed  to  stand  in  reference  to  my  can- 
didature to  know  whether  it  would  be  acceptable  to  him, 
and  thereupon  I  accepted. 

Now  then,  between  that  date  and  the  time  of  the  actual 
Dissolution  did  you  have  any  communication  with  the 

Seople  of  Oxford?— I  was  down  there  on  several  occasions, 
communicated  with  those  who  appeared  to  be  the  lead- 
ing  men  on  the  Liberal  side — Pf  of  essor  Green,  Alderman 
Hughes,  and  I  could  mention  several  other  names.  I  took* 
great  care  at  the  outset  in  selecting  agents,  and  after  a 
consultation  with  Sir  William  Harcourt,  and  making  the 
best  enquiries^  we  selected  Mr.  Thomas  Mallam  and  Mr. 
Bickerton.  I  was  convinced  those  two  g[entlemen  were 
honourable  men.  Mr.  Thomas  Mallam  said  he  could  not 
take  a  ver^  active  part,  and  the  business  was,  I  believe^ 
left  more  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bickerton.  I  saw  Mr. 
BuckeU  on  several  occasions  before  the  election  dbme  on. 
In  all  my  communications  with  him  he  and  I  were  of  one 
mind  that  the  election  should  be  conducted  purely.  I 
have  no  recollection  of  ^taking  part  in  the  scheme  wluch 
was  made  for  conducting  the  election. 
What  I  want  to  call  attention  to  is  that  while  the  other 
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disttiote  had  anagent^aoh,  8t  Thomaa's  And  St.6ile8*^  were 

Fit  under  Mr.  BaokeU.  What  was  the  reason  of  tbat  ? — 
think  to  the  hest  of  my  recoUeotion  that  was  simp].^' 
beoause  of  his  saperior  energy.  Mr.  Bookell  appeared  to 
me  to  be  an  ardent  politician  and  a  thorough  Liberal,  and 
to  have  an  excellent  head  for  arranging  things.  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  employment  of  messengers. 

Bid  you  know  the  scale  on  which  messengers  were  em* 
ployed  ?->No,  I  did  not.  During  the  time  the  electiou 
DTOceeded  I  went  round  to  the  dinerent  Committee  rooms. 
I  have  no  distinct  recollection  of  yisiting  Shelton's  Com* 
mittee  room. 

At  Corbett's  and  Howkins'  Committee  rooois  there 
appeared  to  be  sti^s,  but  at  six  .others  there  seems  to 
baye  been  very  little  staff  if  any.  '  Do  you  know  if  there 
was  any  real  work  done  there? — Whenever  I  went  to 
the  rooms  they  seemed  to  be  busy.  I  doa*t  remember 
any  difference  between  one  Committee  room  and  the  other* 

To  take  you  away  from  the  April  election  for  a  moment; 
Are  you  expected  in  yourcapacity  as  member  to  sabacribe 
to  charities? — Yes.  That  was  always  done  through  a 
gentleman. 

Was  that  Aid,  Hughes  ?— Tes.  I  always  sent  to  him  to 
see  whether  they  were  proper  applications. 

To  what  extent,  roughly  speaking,  were  you  called  upon 
to  subscribe  before  you  became  a  member  ?— I  think  it  was 
under  1002.  a  year,  and  that  includes  matters  in  which  I 
am  supposed  to  take  exceptional  interest — Oxford  regatta, 
and  various  small  matters.  The  subscriptions  were  rather 
more  after  I  was  elected,  but  there  was  no  ^eat  excess. 

Going  back  again  to  the  April  election,  did  all  the 
monies  yon  f ouad  for  the  election  go  through  Mr.  Bicker- 
ton's  hands  ? — ^Every  half-penny.  I  have  brought  with  me 
all  the  cheques  that  I  gave  Mr.  Bickerton.  The  first  is 
dated  16th  of  March,  1880,  2502. ;  2Dd  April,  2002. ;  5th 
April,  2502.;  13th  April,  5002.;  6th  May,  1002.;  24th  May, 
2472. 163. 

That  is  all  you  paid  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  April 
election? — Certainly.  I  have  seen  the  return  of  the 
expenses.  My  attention  was  not  called  to  the  amount 
expended  in  employment.  When  I  came  back  from 
(mord  I  was  immersed  in  work  which  had  been  standing 
stil],  and  I  did  not  examine  the  returns  carefully.  I  see 
now  there  was  3802.  paid  to  messengers.  I  have  looked  at 
it  recently.  There  is  albo  1652.  for  bill  posters ;  1082.  for 
canvassers,  and  2892.  for  clerks.  ^ 

Had  you  any  previous  experience  of  the  work  of  an 
election  before  going  to  Oxford?— None  whatever.  Every- 
thing VI  as  new  to  me. 

Have  you  aay  knowledge  of  how  the  election  was 
worked,  and  how  many  messengers  were  employed? — 
None  at  all.  There  was  some  bill-poBting  at  the  April 
election,  but  to  what  extent  I  should  be  sorry  to  say. 
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IMUf  were  put  np.  And  tlieii  pqUed  dom.  The  bfll  ^'  Vole 
lor  Harcourt  and  Ofaitty  and  the  reltim  of  prwpesAiBf* 
followed  one  put  oat  by  the  other  side. 

Did  yoa  oMerre,  in  the  matter  of  meeseDgenr,  in  St. 
Giles's  and  dt.  Thomas^,  there  were  210  as  agidnst  140  m 
the  rest  of  the  City  ?— I  did  not  obser?^  it.  These  distriotv 
have  a  brge  nnmber  of  voters,  and  that  is  the  only  reaecfa 
I  t»n  give.  They  Include  ^,374  voters  out  of  &000  odd  en 
the  register— about  two-fifths  of  the  whole.  My  attenti<»i 
was  not  called  to  the  expenditure  in  St.  Qiles's  and  St. 
Thomas's.  I  had  the  greatest  confidence  in  Mr.  BoekeU^ 
and  I  felt  sure — and  I  have  no  reiison  to  doubt  it  neW"-* 
that  he  was  a  tery  honest  man. 

Then  there  was  nothing  to  lead  you  to  think  there  wae 
excessive  employment  ?— Not  in  anyway.  I  never  saw 
an^thiuif  that  gave  me  the  notion  that  there  was  oolom> 
able  employment.  I  may  add  that  I  was  not  loddng  for 
it.  because  I  was  not  expecting  it.  If  I  bad  seen  people 
who  did  not  appear  to  be  doing  anything,  I  shonld  have 
eaXM  attention  to  it  at  once. 

Had  you  any  notion  of  the  number  of  messengers  em* 
ployed  in  St.  Giles's  and  St.  Thomas's  ?— Not  the  sUghteet^ 
except  what  you  have  been  good  enongh  to  state  now.  I 
went  into  the  St.  Ebbe's  district  in  the  course  of  the 
election. 

Were  you  at  all  aware  of  the  number  of  messengere 
employed  there?  There  seems  to  have  been  some  90 
employed.— No,  my  attention  was  not  called  to  it,  nor 
my  own  observation.  There  was  not  a  large  numbsr  of 
messengers  about  the  committee-room  that  I  noticed.  I 
simply  went  round  to  say  a  friendly  word  or  two  about  the 
election. 

Was  there  any  discussion  at  any  time  about  the  employ- 
ment of  people?— None  whatever. 

With  reference  to  the  out-of-town  voters  were  you  a 
party  to  any  arrangement  with  reference  to  their  being 
canvassed  and  brought  to  vote  ?— No,  I  don't  know  that 
that  was  done.  I  don't  recollect  Mr.  Cox  particularly  can.- 
VAssing  them. 

Do  you  know  anything  of  this  bill  (produced)  '*  G.  S. 
Evens,  tailor  and  robe  maker,  &c.,  for  ties  and  rosettes?  " 
-*As  to  the  ties  I  have  some  recollection.  I  think  I 
remember  seeing  a  box  that  had  been  sent  with  figures  of 
myself  outside,  and  according  to  my  reedleotion  that  hs4^ 
some  connection  with  the  University  boat  race.  The 
University  boat  race  generally  takes  place  on  the  Satur- 
day before  Good  Friday. 

A  similar  claim  appears  to  have  been  made  on  Sir 
Wm.  Harcourt  ? — I  never  saw  this  bill  before. 

No,  it  was  sent  to  Mr.  Bickerton.  And  it  was  paid 
without  your  knowing  anything  about  it. — Yes.  I  can*fe 
pledge  my  recollection  to  the  day,  but  I  tiiink  the  race  was 
about  the  25th  of  March.    It  was  over  during  the  pro* 
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mea  of  m^  cmivims.  1h»  eleoftioii  was  ot  the  Ivt .  oE 
April.  I  don't  know  snything  of  Mr.  Byeas,  and  1 4ii 
not  give  any  orders  to  mm. 

•  The  amotint  of  the  two  bills  was  13^  3s.  9d.--*I  neT«| 
saw  them  before. 

-Were  jrou  told  that  a  number  of  these  ties  .were  sent  to 
the  Clarendon  Conmiittee*room?— I  ihmk  I  saw  some  jnr 
the  Committee-room. 

Had  you  anything  to  do  with  presenting  th^n  to 
anyone? — ^£9'othing  vi^atever.  I  know  Jerich6  Hoote.  I 
don't  tiiink  it  was  a  Committee-room. 

•  There  is  a  charge  of  lOL  in  the  aecoiuta  for  it  as  a  Com- 
snttee-roAa.— It  may  be  so« 

Wer#you  aware  of  aa^  refreshments  being  supplied  at 
lliat  place?— None  whatever.  I  was  not  aware  of  any- 
tiling  of  the  kind. 

Do  you  know  anything  of  the  employment  of  William 
Bosby,  and  of  that  payment?    He  reoeived  the  money, 
ior  the  men. — I  know  liothiDg  of  him.    I  won't  say  I  maj? 
not  have  seen  him.    I  know  nothing  of  any  payments. 
i  He  was  described  as  a  member  of  the  Defence  League. 
Do  you  know  anything  of  that  ?— -Nothing  whatever. 

In  all  there  were  76  men  who  seemed  to  have  beea 

generally  paid  4s.,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  lU,  IDs. 
>o  vou  know  anythinfi^  of  their  employment  or  payment  t 
Kotning  whatever.  I  was  not  aware  I  was  predated  by 
Sk  Defence  League  at  alL 

No  suggestion  was  made  by  you  that  people  should  be 
paid  to  go  to  your  meetings  and  secure  a  hearizig  ? — No. 
There  were  not  so  many  colours  in  April  as  in  May.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  Oxford  people  are  fond  of  colours  in 
•consequence  of  the  ooUegas  and  University  men  wearing 
various  colours  to  distioguish  them. 

In  the  course  of  the  contest,  did  anything  lead  you  to 
believe  that  corrupt  practices  were  going  on  on  the  Con*' 
servative  side  ? — ^No. 

Did  you  notice  anything  indicating  excessive  employ" 
ment  by  them  ?— Nothing  whatever.  I  went  rotmd  and 
canvassed  a  great  many  people. 

-  Did  you  find  in  the  course  of  your  canvass  many  appH? 
cations  for  emidoyment? — I  don't  recollect  a  single- 
application  for  employment. 

Did  anything  lead  you  to  suppose  that  the  voters  were 
open  to  corrupt  influence  of  that  kind  ? — Nothing  what- 
ever. On  the  contrary,  they  seemed  to  have  their  views 
and  their  principles. 

Now  with  reference  to  the  final  result  of^the  election, 
did  it  eome  out  in  accordance  with  your  canvatis?— No,- 
we  expected  a  large  majority. 

'What  did  you  eacpect  7— Irrom  memory  I  find  thai  a. 
dS^eult  question  to  answer.  We  expected  a  majority  I- 
should  thitik— I  spiNNk  s^ject  to  correction— of  200  at- 
least,  and  I  believe  some  were  more  sanguine  than  that. 
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Before  gaing  to  oontast  ike  seat,  did  yoa  make  enj 
Miqiilriae  as  to  what  the  probable  coet  would  be?— I  did. 
I  epoke  to  Sir  Wm.  Harcoort  about  it,  and  be  told  me 
before  the  eleotioii  that  he  tboaght  it  would  coet  1,5Q0L 
each. 

Hiat  was  very  nearly  what  it  came  to  ?— Ab  near  ae  can 
be.  It  wae  suggested  that  we  should  keep  the  ezpensas 
down,  and  our  inBtructions  were  to  do  this  in  eveiy 
direotiion. 

Did  you  find  Oxford  spoken  of  as  an  expensive  place  to 
contest  ?— No. 

Did  you  take  any  part  in  the  May  election? — ^Iwas 
down  there.  It  was  a  short  election,  and  I  remained  in 
Oxford  the  greater  part  of  the  week. 
•  The  arrangements  were  substantially  the  same  at  both 
elections? — I  took  no  part  in  the  arrangements  at  the 
second  election.  I  simply  made  a  few  speeches  and  went 
about  to  see  people,  particulari^r  the  members  of  the 
University  who  had  votes,  and  various  things  of  that  sort. 

In  the  course  of  the  contest  was  there  anything  that  led 
you  to  believe  that  there  was  excessive  employment  on 
the  Liberal  or  the  Conservative  side  ?— No.  I  was  not  in 
any  sense  looking  out  for  it.    I  know  Mr.  Cooper. 

Ue  is  a  gentleman  who  has  been  spoken  of  in  connection 
with  the  "  lambs."  Were  you  aware  he  h^d  employed  a 
number  of  people  ?— No.    I  knew  he  was  an  ardent  sup- 

Sorter  of  the  Liberal  cause.  I  went  to  the  Liberal  Hall 
uring  the  course  of  the  election,  but  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  seeing  a  large  number  of  messengers  there. 

Was  your  opinion  taken  with  respect  to  the  breakfasts 
that  we  have  heard  of  ? — ^No.  I  was  not  even  aware  they 
were  held  on  the  morning  of  the  election. 

There  was  a  large  increase  in  the  employment  of 
messengers  was  there  not,  in  the  second  election  ? — I  only 
know  it  from  perusing  the  newspaper  reports.  I  was  not 
aware  that  men  were  brought  from  Abingdon  on  the 
polling  day. 

I  see  that  the  employment  in  May  in  St.  Giles's  and 
St.  Thomas's  was  nearly  double  what  it  was  in  April? — 
I  have  no  recollection.  1  did  not  take  part  in  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  second  election.  As  I  have  said,  I  saw 
nothing  that  led  me  to  believe  there  was  excessive  employ- 
ment. I  was  not  watching  for  it,  and  that  may  be  the 
reason  why  I  did  not  see  it. 

Was  there  any  discussion  with  reference  to  these  break- 
fasts that  you  took  part  in? — None  whatever.  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  providing  of  flags  for  the  second 
Section.  I  know  Mr.  Geo.  Young.  I  am  not  aware  of 
the  particular  part  he  took  in  the  election.  I  was  not 
aware  that  Mr.  Buckell's  bill  for  colours  amounted  to 
2401.,  or  that  Shelton's  committee  room  was  used  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  flags.  I  did  not  spend 
anything  at  the  second  election. 
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'  B&.  Cbwi6*-YGa  dont  know  of  ray  other  monev  being 
■pent  on  your  behalf  •xce(>t  that  which  is  inoindea  in  the 
pablished  retunu  ?->G6rtainly  not. 

Tonr  rabeoriptionB  to  local  objects,  I  ondentood  you 
to  eay,  were  about  the  same  before  your  candidatnre  A» 
since  your  election  ?~>I  thould  think  rather  more  since, 
"For  instanoe,  I  gave  rather  more  to  the  Oxford  Regatta 
last  year.    I  think  I  subscribed  half-a-guinea  to  the  funds- 
of  the  Liberal  Association.    I  am  a  member  of  the  Oxford 
Reform  Club,  and  pay  the  ordinary  membftr^  snbscriptioxiv 
tfnd  nothing  beside.    Mr.  Buckell  did  not,  to  my  reoolleo- 
tion,  ever  speak  to  me  on  the  subject  of  employing  derks- 
or  messengers  or  other  persons.    Nothing  beyond  what  I 
liaTe  already  mentioned  was  ever  ssid  by  him  te  me-- 
about  it,  nor  did  be  ever  express  to  me  his  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  necessity  of  employing  persons  in  that 
manner. 

Mr.  Cowie — He  has  told  us  that  if  one  side  was  to  do* 
tills  and  the  other  no^  the  one  that  did  not  wotdd  lose  the 
election.  In  point  of  fact  yoa  were  obliged  to  do  this  ta 
induce  these  people  to  record  their  votes.  It  amounts  to 
tiiat?— I  should  nardly  like  to  express  myself  upon  that 
matter,  but  it  is  the  substance  of  it^  and  it  amounts  to  that. 

Did  Mr.  Buckell  ever  mention  his  views  to  you  like  that  t 
— ^No  not  at  all.  I  was  not  aware  of  the  Liberal  guard, 
as  it  had  been  called,  commanded  by  Mr.  Busby.  I  heard 
after  the  election  that  there  had  been  a  large  number  of 
special  constables  sworn  in.  I  was  not  aware  of  it  at  the 
time. 

Mr.  Aid.  Garr  told  'us  that  88  special  constables  were 
sworn  in  for  duty  at  the  polling  places.     He  said  more 
than  that,  that  one  of  the  objects  was  your  own  personi^ 
protection. — No,  I  was  not  aware  of  that,  and  I  am  much 
obliged  to  Alderman  Carr  if  he  thought  of  my  i^roteotion. 
I  omerved  no  rioting  or  fighting  during  the  April  election. 
In  one  or  two  places  there  was  a  little  roughness  where  I 
went,  but  it  did  not  disturb  me  very  much.    There  was- 
nothing  to  call  for  special  remark.    In  one  street.  I  think, 
the  cMldren  came  out,  being  sent  by  others,  and  made  a^ 
noise.    At  the  next  election  there  was  a  tendency  to  call' 
out  and  make  use  of  offensive  terms  now  and  then  :  there 
was  a  little  roughness  of  that  kind,  but  I  am  not  so  very 
delicately  minded  to  trouble  about  these  matters.    I  had 
no  fear  myself,  >and  should  not  be  disturbed  by  it  in  the 
least.    The  question  as  to  whether  the  Oxford  police  were* 
sufficient  to  maintain  order  at  the  April  election  had  not 
occurred  to  me  before,  nor  had  it  with  regard  to  the  May 
election. 

We  had  been  given  to  understand  after  what  happened 
at  the  April  election  that  it  was  desirable  to  get  about  a 
hnndred  policemen  from  other  towns  f—There  was  in  somO' 
streets  of  the  place  a  little  rioting,  as  it  might  be  called,- 
but  nothing  to  disturb  me  personally. 
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Xhire  was  ttotbioff  to  lead  7QI1  to  Huak  fbat  a  hnn^M 
otro  potiea  fiom  Biifmliigham  and  other  towaa  wwa 
oecessary  to  keep  the  peaoe?-^!  waa  laot  in  oharse  ((d  tiia* 
peaee>  and  I  did  liot  o^nk  abonlifc.    I  obaarY^  Aotiiiag 
whatoTw  AariBg  the  eleotion  or  dttring  msr  candit^atoro' 
whidi  led  me  'to  siippoBe  that  eorrupt  practioee  were  |Kei> 
^sBing  oa  «thec  aide.    There  were  plentsr  of  romouts  bH 
to  whB,%  wae  betng  done  on  t&eolikir  side,  bat  it  wooldf 
be  wrong  of  me  to  endorse  theae  rdmoum  in  any  wiiy^> 
X  dhl  not  obsetYe  anything. 

Had  yoa  reason  to  believe  that  oorrupt  piaotioes  weve 

pr^ailing  on  the  other  mde  at  the  April  election  t — No,  t 

had  nothing  which  could  fairly  he  eaUed  reasonable  belief. 

Probablv  you  know  that  during  an  election  mmoors  an 

flying  about  in  all  directions  as  to  what  is  being  done  Iqr 

one's  advenarleil,  but  it  would  be  very  wrong  in  me  to 

place  any  reliance  on  such  rumours.    I  saw  the  same  with 

.  TCgavd  to  the  May  election. 

•  Mr.  Bidlej-^IHd  yon  have  anything  to  do  with  aac&lt- 

anlce  beiBgobtainedfromBirmiDgham?'— Nothing  whatever. 

'  Do  yon  remember  having  any  talk  with  Mr.  Chamber- 

lain  or  Sir  Wm.  Haroonrt  npon  it?-'No.    I  did  noteee 

Mr.  Chamberlain  on  the  subject,  nor  did  I  apeak  to  Sir 

Wm.  Haroourt  abou^  it. 

Did  yon  see  Mr.  Nnttall  ? — Yes.    I  heard  him  speak. 

He  is  a  very  good  speaker  I  suppose  ? — He  is  a  veigf 
amusing  speaker,  and  is  full  of  anecdote.  Z  also  saw  Mt. 
Sohnadhorst.  I  did  not  think  ona  way  or  the  other 
whether  it  would  be  necessary  to  get  assistance  from 
Binmogham  at  the  May  election,'  because  I  took  no 
prominent  part  in  it. 

Did  it  strike  you  that  there  was  a  deficiexicy  in  the 
management  at  the  first  election,  that  yoa  would  require 
asNiitanoe  from  elsewhere.  You  seem  to  have  had  confi« 
denoe  in  your  own  .agents  that  they  were  competent  to 
managia  an  eledsion  ?— Yea,  I  certainly  had.  It  is  a  ques- 
Uon  I  can  hardly  undertake  to  answer  one  way  or  tha 
other  as  to  whether  order,  could  have  been  maintMned. 
X  With  regard  to  the  expenses,  wajs  it  suggested  to  yoa 

by  Sir  WiUiam  Haicourt  that  1,000£.  ea(^  would  be  ai:A« 
oient  ?r-t  have  some  recollection  .  that  he  did  on  ona 
oeeasion  mention  aomci  such  isam,-  but  his  dpinion  was  that 
cbr  fair  expenditure  would  amount  to  1,5001.  oaeh. 
'  But  he  b^  before  that  mentioned  the  aum  of  1,0002. 
between  you  as  being  suffioient  t"— Noi  that  is  not  quite  ae- 
cticate.  I  reooUeot  that  Sir  Wm.  HarcoUrt  was  very  antioua- 
t9  keep  down  the  "  literary  part''  of  the  expenses,  the  biUi 

Sostiog,  and  he  gave  directions  that  they  should  be  kepfei 
own  to  the  lowest  fi|pire,  and  aomethnig  wa6  aaid  twa 
about  hoping  to  do  the  election  for  1,0002.  each,  butl,600I« 
waa  mentioned  before  that  and  alterwards  as  being  tho 
apm  we  must  expect  to  pav. 
We  were  told  by  Mr.  Walsh  that  Me,  Hall  eano  ito 


ham  and  said  he:  liad  bmu  Sic  William  Hanimnt,  and  b» 
Itad  decided  <m  his  parli  to  advance  1^0002.,  idiat.  Hr. 
Gbifety  would  advance  another  1»000£.^  and  beyond  thaft 
they  would  advance  fib  other  moiie^,-^!  thinlc  that  ii^  nbf 
ill  accurate  staliement,  but  I  was  not  at  amy  such  intet^ 
fiew,  ■  '  •    :  ■ 

With  regard  to.  the  actoal  som  that  was  paid|  yoti 
Itnow  there  is  a  difference  between  the  total  yon  and  Sip 
WiUiam  Ebirooort  paid  and  the  aotnal  returned  expensesc 
There  is  a  difference,  of  1902.  Bbj  8d.^-^Yes,  my  attention 
has  been  recently  directed  to  that.  I  naderstand  that 
Mr.  Bickerton  had  a  bill  for  le^il  oorts,  a  copy  of  which 
he  has  sent  me  recently.  My  half  of  the  bill  is  paid  by 
the  cheques  which  I  have  ah»ady  mentioned. 

Did  you  instrubtMr.  Biekerton  to  take  proceedings 
against  any  persons  ? — No,  I  did  not. 

Did  you  know  anything  about  Webb  and  Lererett 
being  prosecuted  after  the.  election,  or  of  any  personation 
oases?— Ko,  I  did  not.  When  I  came  back  from 
the  election  I  was  immersed  in  my  work,  which 
was  in  arrear.  The  1002.  which  I  estimated  that  I  give 
every  year  as  subscriptions  includes  politioal  snb^ 
idriptions,  but  they  are  yery  slight  indeed.  I  do  not  think- 
that  I  subscribe  at  all  to  the  Liberal  Assooiations.  My 
epinion  is  this,  that  a  gentlemad  in  Oxford  undertakea 
the  payment  of  subscriptions,  and  I  pay  tiirough  him,  and 
he  satisfies  me  as  to  thei  propriefcy  of  the  payments.  I 
only  know  that  the  Associations  do  exist  in  Oxford,  and  I 
do  Hot  think  I  attended  any  of  their  meetings  before  the 
election.  When  I  went  down  I  attended  a  meeting  of  the 
Oommittee  of  the  Associations,  or  ehe  tfaeyattended  to  see 
me.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  organization  or 
management  of  the  Association&  but  I  think  they  assist 
politioal  matters  in  Oxford.  They  nave  their  organizations, 
and  seem  to  take  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation  as 
Hrell  as  of  the  City.  When  an  election  comes  we  look  to  the 
members  of  the  Association  on  our  side  to  stick  to  thdr 
colours.  I  did  not  make  any  inquiries  as  to  who  should 
pay  for  the  colours.  I  was  not  aware,  that  the  Liberal 
Associations  were  expected  to  pay  for  them.  I  was  not 
asked  to  pay  for  them. 

You  were  the  last  person  they  were  likely  to  ask.  Did 
yon  not  ask  who  was  likely  to  pay  for  them  f—No,  I  did 
not ;  it  did  not  oocur  to  me.  The  place  was  full  of  flags 
at  the  second  election. 

Did  you  make  any  inquiries  about  them  ?  Did  yon 
think  they  were  paid  for  ?— I  had  no  reason  to  suppose 
they  were  not.  I  thought  the  display  of  them  was  done 
of  the  people's  own  accord.  I  had  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  the  employment  of  people  to  pot  up  bills. 

You  were  not  aware  that  arrangements  had  been  mado 
by  Mr.  Buckell  that  the  houses  of  fourteen  people  should 
be  hired  as  biU-poitmg  stations  f ^Ko«  X  lyaa  not 
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The  FmidMit^We  have  nothing  more  to  ask  you. 
.  Dr.  Deane,  ezamhied  by  Mr.  Cowie,  paidr-I  wai  m 
eandidate  for  the  representation  of  the  City  of  Oxford  in 
1868.  I  previonslv  had  been  a  Fellow  of  dt.  John's 
OoUefire.  1  never  had  any  connection  with  the  City,  and 
Bcaroelv  anv  with  the  'Dniversity.  I  first  determined  to 
■tend  for  the  Ci^  on  hearing  of  Mr.  Neate's  intended 
zesignation,  I  thine  in  July  of  the  same  year.  Mr.  Cardwefl 
and  Sir.Wm.  Harconrt  steod  sgainst  me  at  the  same 
election.  In  malring  np  my  mind  to  go  down,  I  sent  to 
Sir  Wm.  Harconrt,  knbwing  he  was  a  candidate,  and  said 
I  shonld  oppose  bim,  and  I  went  down  directly  after  that. 
When  I  went  down  I  had  not  formed  any  estmiate  of  tlie 
probable  expense  of  the  contest,  but  I  asked,  and  waa 
told  abent  1,500{.  I  had  no  agent  at  that  time.  I  made 
enquiry  of  two  gentleman  named  Ward.  Until  yesterdi^ 
I  believed  I  appointed  Mr.  Percival  Walsh  as  my  agen^ 
but  it  was  a  false  impression.  I  now  find  it  was  Mr. 
Wm.  Henry  Walsh.  He  was  my^  agent  during  the  whole 
^ne.  I  gave  him  particular  instructions  as  to  the 
expenses,  as  to  treating,  and  as  to  anything  at  all  in  the 
shape  of  bribery.  I  don't  think  the  employment  of  clerks 
and  messengers  was  specially  mentioneo.  I  certainly  did 
not  know  of  any  old  custom  to  employ  numbers  of  people 
at  an  Oxford  election.    I  had  entirely  forgotten  what  the 

fublished  expenses  of  the  election  were,  until  knowing  that 
was  going  to  be  examined  to-day,  I  looked  np  the 
papers  of  1869,  and  found  what  they  came  tOb  I  don't 
beUeve  I  had  a  copy  of  the  accounts  alterwards ;  certainly 
I  have  not  seen  it  since.  Apart  from  my  own  personu 
expenses,  the  accounts  came  to  1,266^.  Ss.  6d.,  and  in« 
eluding  my  expenses,  they  were  1,841{.  I  am  not  aware 
that  any  other  mone^  was  spent  in  the  contest  than  what 
appears  in  the  published  accounts,  with  this  exception. 
A  person  named  Fowler,  who  had  been  about  with 
me  a  great  deal  during  the  election,  wrote  to  me  and  asked 
for  some  remuneration,  and  I  paid  him,  I  think,  1002., 
which  was  the  sum  he  asked  for.  I  think  he  had  become 
bankrupt.  I  should  say  that  was  not  paid  till  three 
months  after  the  election.  I  should  say  it  was  1002.^  and 
not  more.  That  was  the  only  sum  I  paid  in  addition  to 
what  ai^peared  in  the  published  returns.  I  have  no  doubt 
I  visited  the  Committee  rooms  during  the  contest.  What 
Committee  rooms  I  had  beyond  the  principal  one  at  the 
Koebuck  I  can't  tell.  I  observed  nothing  particular  to 
induce  me  to  think  there  was  any  extravagant  employ- 
ment ;  if  I  had  I  should  have  stopped  it,  but  I  saw  none. 
As  far  as  I  know,  it  was  a  pure  election.  I  had  not 
before  the  contest  subscribed  to  any  institution  or  charity 
in  Oxford.  I  have  not  any  reason  to  suppose  that  there 
was  anythinBT  in  the  nature  of  corrupt  practices  during  the 
election  on  either  side. 
Mr.  Cave—^^  to  Mr.  Fowler,  who  yon  pud  the  lOOt  to. 
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Islie  the  same  gentieknan  who  appears  in  the  ftooennto  a^ 
having  had  lOOga.?— If  it  is  so  I  waa  mistaken.  I  thooghf; 
I  paid  him  1002.  afterwards.  I  have  no  donbt  it  is  the 
aame  man»  and  if  bo  I  must  be  mistaken  in  thinking  I  paid 
UmKXN.  afterwards.  Yonr  Secretary  wrote  to  me  for 
my  pass  book.  I  have  no  pass  books  earlier  than  1874.  I 
have  no  recolleotion  of  deetroyinfi[  them.  I  looked  for  them 
everywhere.  From  what  appears  m  the  published  expenses 
I  should  think  that  1,2662.  was  all  I  paiid  for  the  election* 
I  thought  it  had  been  1,3402.  I  did  not  enquire  what  the 
cost  would  be  until  I  went  down.  I  canvassed  personalljv 
and  I  think  I  may  say  that  I  went  into  every  house.  I 
think  the  number  on  the  register  then  was  about  5,000.  I 
was  disappointed  at  the  result.  It  was  not  in  accordant 
with  my  canvass.  I  expected  to  have  had  a  better  result 
—considerably  better— 600  certainly.  That  was  in  the 
days  of  open  voting.  I  netrer  looked  at  the  list  to  see 
where  the  falling  off  was.  Oxford  at  the  time  was  divided 
into  polling  districts.  I  thought  the  persons  who  were 
employed  were  ample  for  the  purpose. 

There  is  nothing  appears  to  have  been  paid  for  con- 
veyances, except  a  small  sum  of  42.  for  cabs  ?~I  don't 
remember  now.  In  the  course  of  my  canvass  I  did  not  at 
all  find  people  applying  to  me  for  employment,  and  I  did 
not  learn  at  all  that  people  expected  to  oe  employed.  I 
have  no  doubt  I  had  more  than  one  Committee  room,  but 
really  I  quite  forget.  I  did  not  have  one  at  the  Clarendon. 
X  had  a  meeting  at  the  Clarendon  almost  immediately 
after  going  down.  That  was  the  only  meeting  I  h'ad 
there. 

I  see  put  down  among  the  expenses,  "July  20,  com- 
mittee rooms  and  meetings.  Clarendon  Company,  102." — 
I  had  only  one  meeting  there,  I  know.  It  was  a  long 
contest,  from  July  to  December,  I  think. 

Mr.  Bidley — Do  you  remember  offering  Mr.  Percival 
Walsh  a  retainer? — As  I  have  said,  I  thought  he  had 
been  my  a^ent  at  first  for  24  or  48  hours,  but  I  believe  ha 
was  not  my  agent.  I  don't  remember  offering  him  a 
retainer.  My  impression  is  I  did  retain  him  for  a  time» 
and  then  that  I  ceased  to  employ  him.  I  knew  nothing 
whatever  of  the  previous  history  of  Oxford.  I  had  heard 
of  Mr.  Langston,  and  I  always  understood  that  he  paid 
the  freemen  5s.  each  for  their  votes.  That  was  the  report ; 
whether  it  was  true  or  not  I  don't  know.  I  did  not  bear 
of  larger  sums  than  that  being  paid  at  election  time.  I 
nnderstood^  it  was  a  sort  of  general  thing ;  it  was  mere 
gossip. 

Mr.  Shaw,  examined  by  Mr.    Ridley,  said — I   am  a 

r>litical  agent.  I  reside  at  Sheffield  when  I  am  at  home, 
travel  about  a  great  deaL  I  have  been  in  Oxford  on 
political  matters,  tbe  first  time,  I  think,  in  1877.  I  was 
asked  to  go  there  by  Mr.  Skene.  I  went  there  to  see 
what  kind  of  organisation  there  was  of  the  Conservative 
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jjfufftieiienStf,  and  to mAeg&mni  «iiq[iiitiet  tmUd'  ibi 
pomoti  of  pMrties,  Imft  not  m  regwded*  mnnidp>i 
aoAtteiv.  I  made  repoits  on  th«  snbj^st  and  I  kave  got 
cme  here  (handed  in).  I  made  them  to  Mr.  Skene  at  tfaa 
Central  office.  They  were  more  partioolatly  dixeoted  td 
Mgistration  matters,  which  is  the  ohiel  part  of  orgaoia»- 
iion.  The  orgameation  was  bad  when  he  went  there^  and 
he  left  it  bad.  The  members  of  the  Associations  paid 
subscriptions  at  the  time  he  was  th^re.  ' 
The  witness  Shaw  said  the  Associations  wifire  looked  to 

S  a  means  of  condnctiog-an  electiion  when  the  time  came. 
e  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  187^  election.  He  saw 
Mr.  EVetts  in  his  visit  to  Oxford,  andMr.  West  He  did 
not  go  so  far  as  to  advise  upon  this  extent  to  which  expen* 
ditnre  shonld  go.  He  made  en<][niries  of  a  great  many 
people  as  to  their  political  leamng,  and  he  feond  in 
districts  that  there  was  a  Conservative  majority  and  in 
others  the  reverse.  He  had  not  been  in  Oxford  since  to 
stay,  bnt  he  passed  through  by  rail  about  the  5th  or  6th  oi 
May  last.  He  knew  nothing  about  the  election  of  that 
ttiontb.  He  did  not  know  Mr.  Pegler  or  Mr.  Martin,  and 
had  only  heard  of  them  through  the  newspaper  reports. 

By  Mr.  Cave— He  was  engaged  last  year  at  Shemeld  at 
the  general  ^lection,  and  had  no  oommnnioadon  with  any- 
one m  Oxford  respecting  either  of  the  elections  last  year. 
There  was  nothing  to  have  prevented  his  going  down  to 
Oxford  in  May. 

Mr.  Chitty,  recalled,  said  with  regard  to  the  questions 
that  had  been  asked  him  about  the  fear  of  violenoe  at  the 
first  election,  he  referred  to  the  canvassing  when  he  spoke 
(d  hooting  and  so  forth.  On  the  day  of  the  election  tiiere 
was  considerable  noise,  aod  particularly  in  St.  Ebbe*s. 
There  was  fear  of  violence  with  reference  to  the  forged 
tickets  for  getting  into  the  Liberal  meeting.  In  regard  to 
tiiat  there  was  very  sensible  apprehension. 

Mr.  Cave— We  are  told  that  after  the  poll  was  declared 
there  was  no  disturbance,  and  the  Conservatives  took  theiv 
beating  very  quietly. — There  was  a  great  row,  buti  dont 
recollect  any  disturbance.  At  the  second  election  there 
was  apprehension  of  a  disturbance.  A  gentleman  who 
was  walking  with  me  had  bis  hat  knocked  off. 


417 

FORTY-FIFTH  DAY.— Saturday, 
February  26. 

Mr.  Alexander  William  Hall,  in  answer  to  Mr.  Gave, 
Bftid— I  live  at  Barton  Lodge,  near  Steeple  Aston,  in  the 
County  of  Oxford.  I  was  a  candidate  for  Oxford  four 
times,  twice  in  1874  and  twice  in  1880. 

Will  you  tell  us  what  was  your  first  introduction  ta 
Oxford;  how  yon  came  to  stand  originally?— My  first 
introduction  was  in  1868,  when  Dr.  Deane  stood  there.  I 
used  to  go  and  assist.  I  took  the  chair  at  one  or  two 
meetings,  and  did  a  little  canvassing.  Between  1868  and 
1874  there  were  several  occasions  on  which  I  was  asked 
whether  I  would  not  light  the  Conservative  cause  in 
Oxford.  I  ref  U8ed*twice  I  think,  but  I  was  finally  pressed 
to  do  it,  and  in  1874  I  consented. 

Can  you  tell  us  who  the  gentlemen  were  that  asked  you 
to  stand  for  Oxford?— Well,  I  think  it  was  the  Conserva- 
tive Club,  or  Conservative  Association,  at  that  time,  and 
the  members  who  principally  asked  me. 

Do  you  recollect  any  occasion  of  their  coming  to  see  you 
about  it? — I  had  two  letters  on  the  subject  in  1874,  or  the 
end  of  1873.  I  think  they  came  from  the  Chairman  of  the 
Association,  and  that  was  Mr.  Lowndes,  who  has  now  left 
Oxford.    These  led  to  my  standing  in  1874. 

What  was  the  occasion  of  your  first  introduction  to  Mr. 
PercivaJ  Walsh  ? — I  can  hardly  answer  that  question.  I 
have  known  him  for  a  very  long  time.  I  knew  him  long 
before  I  became  a  candidate.  Me  did  not  act  as  agent 
for  Dr.  Deane.    His  agent  was  Mr.  Wm.  Hy.  Walsh. 

What  was  your  reason  forgoing  to  Mr.  Percival  Walsh  ? 
— ^Hiere  were  two  or  three  reasons.  One- was  that  he  was 
rather  more  politically  minded  of  the  two,  Mr.  Wm.  Hy, 
Walsh  not  caring  much  about  politics,  and  he  did  not  care 
mu(^  about  taking  the  agency  again.  I  don't  think  he 
told  me  that,  but  I  heard  it  from  private  sources.  Mr. 
Percival  Walsh  was  a  man  in  whom  we  had  a  great  deal 
of  confidence,  and  we  considered  him  the  best  man. 

Can  you  tell  us  what  money  you  provided  in  the 
elections  of  1874?— There  are  the  sums  m  my  pass  book. 
There  are  five  items :  27th  of  January,  500^. ;  5th  of 
February,  5002.;  19th  of  February,  1,5002. ;  25th  of  March, 
2962.  5s. — ^I  am  not  quite  confident  about  that  last  pay- 
ment ; — ^and  the  10th  of  April,  2,5002. 

Were  the  moneys  you  found  mixed  up  with  the  two 
elections?— Yes ;  the  sums  I  have  mentioned  wwre  for  the 
two  elections.    I  dont  know  how  to  divide  them. 

And  the  total  amount  is  5,2962.  6b.?— I  don't  tiiink  there 
was  an;^  more  spent  by  me.  This  monev  was  sent  to  Mr» 
Walsh  in  che(][aes,  on  the  Old  Bank  at  Oxford.  I  believe 
he  also  kept  his  account  at  the  Old  Bank. 
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Now,  wwe  there  any  other  sums  found  for  then 
elections  by  any  oth^r  peisonB?— I  think  there  were  some 
looal  snbecriptiou.  I  den.*t  believe  they  were  very  Urge. 
I  don't  know  the  amount.  I  think  the  total  ezpenditora 
came  to  a  little  over  6,000{.  for  the  two  electione. 

Bid  you  yourself  take  an  active  part  in  the  eleotibna  in 
canvassing  in  1874  ?— A  very  active  part. 

And  were  you  at  all  aware  of  the  mode  in  which  the 
election  was  conducted  ?  Did  you  discuss,  for  instance,  with 
lidbr.  Walsh  the  people  that  should  be  appointed  Secretaries 
ot  the  different  districts  ?— No,  I  left  that  entirely  with 
him.  I  was  actively  engaged  in  canvassing  and  speech 
making. 

Did  you  supply  Mr.  Walsh  with  cheques  as  he  asked 
for  them  ? — I  aid. 

Were  you  at  all  consulted  by  Mr.  Walsh  as  to  the  ezpoi- 
cliture  of  money?— Not  the  least,  I  left  it  entirely  to 
him. 

Now  were  you  aware  at  that  election  of  any  excessive 
employment  of  messengers  and  other  people  ? — ^No,  I  was 
not. 

On  one  side  or  the  other?— ^I  should  not  have  said  so  at 
the  time.  There  was  nothing  to  enable  one  to  distinguish 
a  messenger  from  anybody  else.  There  were  rosettes  and 
colours  of  all  sorts  at  both  these  elections,  but  not  so  many 
as  in  May. 

We  have  been  told  there  was  a  sudden  irruption  of 
colours  on  the  last  day  of  the  second  election  of  1874  ?-*I 
have  no  recollection  of  that. 

That  was  when  Mr.  Lewis  was  the  candidate  ?— Yes,  I 
was  not  aware  of  it. 

Were  you  aware  of  any  expenditure  of  money  in  colours 
and  flags  ? — No. 

Did  you  pay  anything  for  them  ?->No ;  not  a  shilling. 

Did  you  ever  have  the  election  accounts  submitted  to 
you  ? — Never. 

Did  you  have  them  ever  brought  to  your  mind  by  seeing 
them  in  the  paper  or  otherwise  ? — No ;  I  did  not  have 
them  submitted  to  me  at  all.  I  left  it  entirely  to  Mr. 
Walsh. 

Have  yon  since  this  enquiry  has  been  on  foot  looked  into 
the  accounts  at  all?— No;  I  have  no  need  for  looking 
into  them. 

Have  you  not  had  the  copy  of  them  ? — No. 

Now,  according  to  the  accounts  we  have  before  us,  the 
total  amount  expended  was  4,6552.  15s.  3d.  in  1874 ;  bat 
according  to  the  account  you  have  given  us  to-day,  and 
also  from  what  Mr.  Walsh  has  said,  that  was  1,5002.  below 
the  amount  expended.  Were  you  aware  of  that?— No; 
I  didn*t  know  it. 

And  have  you  never  enquired  how  the  money  was  eX'* 
pended?— No. 

Were  you  aware  that  the  second  election  in  1874  cost  ft 


gsepkt  deal  more  than  the  first  one?— I  don't  think  I  wm 
j^ware  of  that.    They  were  pht  together. 

Were  you  aware  from  what  you  saw  that  there  was  a 
larger  expenditure  in  March  than  the  first  eleetion  in 
1^4  ?— I  ahonld  not  have  said  there  was. 

Afioordio^  to  the  published  accounts  there  is  a  con- 
siderable difference  between  the  two.  There  is  7002. » 
and  according  to  Mr.  Walsh's  statement  the  difference 
is  oondderably  greater.— I  think  the  second  elertioQ 
•occupied  a  longer  time  than  the  first. 

The'second  was  somewhat  longer  than  the  first.  Was 
there  anythim(  else  that  occurs  to  you  ? — I  did  not  know 
the  expenditure.  I  put  them  both  together  and  divided 
the  totsl  sum  by  two,  and  that  was  about  the  oost  of  the 
election.  Mr.  Peppercorn  was  employed  on  my  behalf. 
I  think  in  the  first  election  in  1874  he  canvassed 
Cowley.  Mr.  Grippe  was  also  engaged.  I  was  not  aware 
of  the  amount  they  were  paid. 

Do  you  know  they  were  paid  dOgs.  and  gave  a  receipt 
for  lOOgs  ?  I  saw  that  in  the  evidence,  but  was  not  in  the 
'  least  sEware  of  it.  I  know  Mr.  Wells,  of  Osney.  I  think 
lie  took  a  voluntarv  part  in  the  election.  He  did  net 
work  to  my  Imowledge  in  the  election  of  1868.  I  am  not 
aware  that  he  expended  money  in  1874.  The  money  was 
supplied  to  Mr.  Walsh,  and  I  did  not  know  to  whom  he 
hsAded  it. 

Were  you  aware  that  Mr.  Wells,  at  the  second  election 
in  11874^  gave  a  receipt  for  15^.  tor  a  committee  room 
which  represents  nothing  ? — I  was  not.  I  don't  recollect 
Mr.  John  Galcutt  taking  part  in  the  election  of  1868.  I 
think  he  was  an  active  voluntary  worker  at  Summertown 
in  1874.  I  was  not  aware  he  was  spending  money  out  of 
his  own  pocket. 

He  has  told  us  that  he  spent  between  1002.  and  2002.  at 
those  two  elections  out  of  his  own  pocket.  That  you  were 
not  aware  of  ? — No. 

Did  he  in  any  way  communicate  to  you  that  he  had 
spent  money  in  any  election  of  yours?— Never  to  my 
knowledge.  The  conduct  of  the  second  election  was 
similar  to  that  of  the  general  election.  I  saw  no  differbuce. 

Did  you  see  the  accounts  of  that  election  ? — No,  I  did 
not  see  the  accounts  UQtil  they  were  all  together. 

Were  you  ever  furnished  with  any  accounts  at  all  of 
the  nioney  expended  ? — Not  iu  any  way. 

Did  you  ask  for  one  ? — No. 

Had  you  any  reason  for  not  asking  for  one  ? — ^Not  the 
least.  In  1874  Mr.  Evetts  was  not  a  partner  with  me. 
He  was  at  the  brewery. 

In  the  election  of  1880  did  he  pay  certain  monies  for 
you  out  of  the  firm  ? — Yes. 

Did  anyone  do  anything  like  that  in  1874  ? — No. 

Then  the  monies  at  that  time  were  all  paid  by  cheque 
on  the  bankers  ?— Yes. 

Q  q  2 
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Yon  were  called  npen,  we  hear,  to  distiibate  a  comnder- 
able  aaoottot  of  meney  in  ohi^rity  in  Oxford. — No,  I  think 
not ;  nothing  yery  extraordinary.  I  shoald  think  Oxford 
was  rather  a  cheap  city  in  that  way  to  sit  for. 
•.  We  doubt  that  very  mach.  I  don't  know  how  you^ 
arrive  at  that.  What  do  you  put  it  at  yearly  ?— There- 
are  certain  things  the  members  share.  I  should  not- 
Bpend  more  than  Sir  Wm.  Haroourt,  and  he  not  more- 
thim  I  should. 

Should  you  think  these  political  payments  exceeded 
1002.  ?— They  were  subscriptions  to  boating  clubs,  raoes^ 
and  so  on.-. 

Does  that  come  to  a  matter  of  1002.  a  year?— I  have 
not  added  it  up. 

That  was  the  sum  Mr.  Ghitty  gave  ns. — ^Indeed ;  I 
daresay  it's  right. 

Are  they  non-political  ?-^They  vary  according  to  cir- 
onmstanoes.    I  could  not  give  you  information  of  that. 

Since  Mr.  Evetts  became  your  partner  has  he  had  the 
management  of  that?— Yes,  entirely.  He  would  con- 
sult me  on  any  unusual  application  being  made.  They 
chiefly  consisted  of  subscriptions  to  schools  and  that  kind 
of  thing. 

We  heard  from  him  ^what  he  is  in  the  habit  of  giving. 
Have  you  given  anything  beside  that  ?— Nothing. 

Groing  to  the  election  of  1880 ;  can  you  give  us  the 
money  you  provided  for  that? — Mr.  Evetts  paid  the 
money  for  me.  3742.  lis.  in  March ;  5002.,  25th  April ; 
2502.«  27th  April;  2002.,  29th  April;  2502.  in  September, 
and  4462. 13s.  lOd.  cash  payments  byjMr.  Evetts  for  Mr. 
Walsh.  It  was  not  paid  to  Mr.  Walsh's  credit  at  the 
bank,  as  I  understand,  but  paid  by  him  for  the  district 
which  he  took  charge  of. 

Those  are  the  sums  he  has  given  us  as  paid  out  of  the 
brewery  ?— Yes. 

Now  there  was  a  sum  which  I  believe  came  from  the 
Central  Conservative  Association?— Yes,  3,0002. 

I  am  speaking  of  the  April  election. — Yes,  there  were 
two  cheques  of  5002.  each. 

Then  there  was  a  sum  of  1,0282. 10s.  ?—  That  was  made 
np  of  two  sums,  7682. 10s.  and  2602.,  which  was  paid  inta 
Mr.  Walsh's  aocount  at  the  bank. 

Then  there  was  a  subscription  b^  Mr.  West  of  1002.  ? — 
I  don't  know  anything  about  that. 

Do  you  know  of  any  other  sums?— The  only  other  snm 
is  that  of  8842. 16s.,  and  that  was  entirely  for  the  petition 
expenses.    That  is  all  that  has  been  paid  so  far. 

Then  for  the  April  election  the  money  was  all  found  by 
yourself,  except  the  1002.  by  Mr.  West  and  the  10002.?^ 
Jt  es. 

Can  you  tell  us  how  that  10002.  came  to  be  subscribed. 
The  sum  of  5002.  from  the  Carlton,  did  you  apply  for  it? 
—Yes,  I  think  I  wrote  to  Sir  Wm.  Hart  Dyke,  and  I  told 
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lilm  before  that  I  shoold  require  asaistanott  for  the  election. 
In  oonseqQence  of  that  I  had  it. 

Do  you  knowa&vthing  abont  Mr.  Oooper  and  the  lambs 
that  have  been  spoken  of  ?— Tes,  I  know  what  people  have< 
said  to  me  abont  Idm.    I  don^t  know  anjrthing  of  my  own 
knowledge. 

r  Yon  saw  nothing  of  yont  own  knowledge  ?— When  I  say 
nothing,,!  saw  these  people  wearing  Liberal  colours,  and  I 
knew  they  had  voted  for  me  before. 

Yon  mean  that  they  had  promised  ?— I  know  they  voted 
for  me  in  the  1874  election. 

How  did  you  know  that  ?— It  was  under  the  ballot  it's  . 
true,  but  one  knows  his  supporters.    They  were  always 
blues,  and  tiiey  said  they  voted  for  me.  ^ 

How  many  were  there?— I  understand  between  30 
and  40. 

Did  yon  canvass  any  of  them  ?~Yes,  one  or  two.  Several 
of  them. 

Can  you  give  me  the  names  of  any  of  them?— No  I 
can't. 

And  what  reception  did  you  meet  with  ? — ^One  or  two 
said  they  voted  for  me  before  and  they  would  like  to  do 
BO  again,  but  they  had  been  taken  on  and  thought  it  their 
dnty  to  vote  against  me.  I  explained  that  they  were ' 
put  on  to  do  thehr  work  and  not  to  vote  against  me,  and  I 
think  one  or  two  did  vote  for  me  after  all. 

I  think  one  witness,  named  Charles  Annetts,  has  said  - 
that  you  canvassed  him,  and  he  told  you  he  was  work- 
ing for  the  opposite  side,  and  he  said  you  told  him  to 
vote  for  them  f— I  think  he  must  have  said  he  voted 
laberal  before.  I  told  them  they  were  employed  to  do 
messengers' work,  audit  had  nothmgto  do  with  their  vote. 

Did  you  find  that  met  with  a  reception  from  them  ? — 
Yes,  I  think  so. 

Now  the  result  of  the  first  election  in  April  of  last  jgar 
was  that  you  were  left  in  a  minori^  of  ten  votes.  -   Waa- 
that  according  to  your  canvass  ?— No,  we  thought  it  would 
be  a  near  thing,  but  we  did  i?ot  expect  to  be  beaten. 

You  were  yourself  expecting  success,  were  you?— 
Ye&  I  think  I  was. 

Now  was  there  anything  in  the  course  of  that  election 
which  led  you  to  suspect  any^  excessive  employment  ? — No, 
nothing.    There  was  a  considerable  display  of  colour. 

But  not  nearly  so  much  as  in  May  ?--I  don't  know  that 
there  was  very  much  difference. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  large  expenditure  in  May  ? 
— ^Yes ;  according  to  the  evidence  there  seems  to  have  been 
an  enormous  expenditure. 

Now  to  go  to  the  May  election.  Do  you  remember  any 
meeting  to  discuss  what  should  be  done ;  whether  there 
should  be  a  contest  or  not  ?  —  Yes,  immediately  before  I 
•and  one  or  two  friends  of  mine  had  a  talk  about  it. 

And  do  you  recollect  the  meeting  previous  to  Mr.  Evetts 
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f'»iiig  to  London  to  see  Colonel  Talbot  ?— If  o,  I  dont  tMoflB 
do,    I  tidnk  he  went  up  on  the  Mtmday.    I  saw  him  en 
the  Sunday. 

,yoa  know  at  the  time  that  Mr.  Evetts  went  to  jget  op 
t&e  Bum  required  for  the  oonteet  ?— Yes ;  I  nuned  the  sum 
iBanietf-3,000L 

The  sum  which  was  named  by  Messrs.  Daymen  and 
Walsh  was  3,5002.  ?— That  was  so,  I  believe ;  bat  it  wair 
afterwards  I  think. 

No,  before.— I  was  not  aware'of  that. 

Had  yon  seen  either  of  them  with  referenoe  to  that  7— 
Kot  before  Mr.  Eretts  went  to  London  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge. 

Then  yon  formed  yoor  own  iidea  that  3,000?.  was  re> 
qmred  ?— Yes.    I  judged  by  what  I  knew  of  1874. 

At  the  time  Messrs.  Dayman  and  Walsh  named  3,5001, 
you  were  not  aware  of  the  reason  for  the  additional  BOOl.  t-^ 
xVo,  I  was  not  aware  of  it.  ^  I  heard  afterwards  thef 
wonld  not  be  satisfied  without  it.  * 

There  was  a  meeting  held  at  the  Brewery  on  the  Monday  ? 
— ^I  think  at  Messrs.  Dayman's  office. 

That  was  on  the  Tuesday?—!  had  forgotten  the  one  on 
the  Monday. 

Did  you  get  a  telegram  in  the  coarse  of  the  day  from 
Mx.  Evetts  to  the  effect  that  the  Carlton  would  find  3,000{. 
It  is  called  the  Carlton  ? — ^It  is  the  subscription  fund. 

We  hare  heard  that  there  was  a  meeting  at  which  it  was 
determined  to  contest  the  seat.  Were  you  present  at  any 
meeting  of  that  Idnd  ?— I  came  in  at  the  end  of  the  meet- 
ing, which  was  held  at  Messrs.  Dayman  and  Walsh's  ofiSoe. 
That  was  the  only  meeting  I  know  of,  and  was  held  on  tiie 
Tuesday  morning. 

And  you  found  a  contest  had  bean  resolved  on  ?— Ye^ 
Thejy  were  satisfied  as  to  the  money  and  wete  determined 
to  fight. 

Now  at  that  time  had  you  made  any  statement  with 
regard  to  finding  money 'yourself? —Yes,  I  think  it  was 
on  the  Sunday  when  we  were  talking  it  over  that  I  said  1 
oould  find  no  more  money. 

Do  you  recollect  at  that  meeting  anything  being  said 
about  outstanding  claims?— No ;  not  whilst  I  was  there. 
Z  have  been  told  since  that  people  who  were  there  talked 
of  it. 

Were  you  aware  that  Mr.  Wells  claimed  to  the  extent 
of  1,0002.  for  corrupt  practices  at  different  elections  ?— No, 
I  never  heard  of  it. 

May  I  aek  have  you  any  reason  to  suppose  that  is  so  ?— 
I  can^  imagine  it  oould  be  so. 

Now  with  regard  to  Mr.  Calcutt,  were  you  aware  that 
he  is  said  to  have  spent  idmilar  sums  ? — ^I  don^  know  any- 
thing of  it.    He  was  ill  at  the  time  of  the  April  election. 

And  you  knew  nothing  of  his  spending  money  out  of  Ids 
own  pocket  in  1874  ?— No. 
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HftY6  you  keard  of  Mr.  Jtiggioa  spending  money  ?— (f at 
in  pMrliftmentary  eleotioni. 

All  these  gentlemen  were  members  off  the  Town  Ooonoil, 
sad  were  said  to  h»ve  spent  their  money  in  the  election. 
— ^Nothing  oame  to  my  knowledge. 

Did  you  at  all  know  what  went  on  at  the  municipal 
eleotions  ? — No,  I  never  interfered  with  them. 

Bid  you  know  that  Mr.  Hobdell  had  any  claim  with 
reepeot  of  money  that  he  had  spent  ?— No,  I  did  not  know 
it,  but  he  told  me  so  himself. 

When  ?— I  think  it  was  the  first  or  second  election  he 
mentioned  to  me  that  he  had  been  treated  badly,  and  was 
disappointed,  and  that  kind  of  thing. 

That  was  at  the  first  or  second  election  ?— Yes,  I  can't 
say  which  it  was— probably  the  second. 

Did  you  do  anyUiing  upon  that  ?— Nothing  whatever* 
I  looked  upon  it  as  one  of  those  grievances  of  which  yoa 
are  always  bearing. 

Did  Mr.  Juggins  or  Mr.  Wells  tell  you  that  they  had 
spent  money  ?— -No. 

Did  Mr.  Goodson  say  ha  had  sustained  a  loss?— Yes,  I 
think  he  did.  I  think  he  said  he  had  spent  money.  I 
asked  him  to  take  charge  of  the  Jericho  district,  which  he 
had  under  his  care  in  1874.  He  said  that  he  had  spent 
so  much  money  in  1874  that  he  could  not  afford  it.  I  told 
him  that  the  last  thing  we  wanted  was  for  him  to  spend 
money.    What  we  wanted  him  to  do  was  to  work. 

Are  ]f ou  sure  he  said  he  had  spent  money  ? — I  under- 
stood  hioi  to  say  so.    I  don't  thimc  he  said  how  much. 

He  is  at  the  present  time  a  tenant  of  the  Brewery  ? — 
Yes^  I  think  he  is.    He  was  a  grocer  in  those  days. 

Did' he  ever  say  to  you  that  he  lost  his  trade  in  the 
grocery  business? — No,  he  never  said  that. 

Axe  you  sure  ? — I  don't  remember  it.  The  impression 
conveyed  to  my  mind  was  that  he  had  spent  money. 

Did  he  say  what  in  ? — No. 

In  conaequenee  of  what  he  said  about  that  did  you 
communicate  with  Mr.  Dayman  at  all  ?— No,  I  did  not 
Bay  a  word  to  anybody,  because  he  went  and  did  what  I 
asked  of  him  soon  afterwards. 

Were  you  aware  he  had  seen  Mr.  Dayman  in  the  inter- 
val ? — I  was  not  aware  of  it  until  I  saw  it  in  the  newspapers. 

Did  he  ever  tell  you  he  saw  him  afterwards?— No,  I 
thought  he  bad  done  it  out  of  friendship  to  me. 

What  did  you  find  him  doing  afterwards  ?— The  same 
as  in  1874— goins:  about  to  his  friends.  He  is  an  active 
man,  and  a  good  deal  liked.  He  was  rather  useful  at 
election  times. 

About  to  his  friends  doing  what?— Canvassing ;  looking 
npindifferent  and  apathetic  people. 

Then  were  you  under  the  impression  he  was  acting  as 
a  volunteer  canvasser? — ^Yes,  I  was  entirely  under  that 
impression. 
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At  the  time  were  yon  aware  of  his  taking  the  hoase  from 
the  brewery  ?— No,  1  don't  think  I  knew  it  antil  this  elec« 
tion  was  on. 

Now  with  reference  to  Mr.  Wells.  Did  yon  go  roond 
canvassing  with  him  ?— Yes,  St.  Thomas  and  Osney. 

Were  you  aware  that  he  was  spending  money  ? — ^No, 
excepting  this  way,  that  I  know  ne  is  an  exceedingly 
charitable  man  and  gives  a  great  deal  away  privately. 

Were  you  aware  he  was  engaging  messengers  in  that 
district? — I  knew  he  was  in  command  of  the  Osney 
district. 

Did  you  know  anything  of  the  expenditure  he  had  gone 
to  in  the  way  of  engaging  messengers? — I  did  not  know 
the  least  in  the  world.  I  canvassed  two  or  three  times 
with  Mr.  Calcutt.  I  was  not  aware  he  was  in  communi- 
cation with  Mr.  Mathews  or  Mr.  Pegler. 

Did  you  hear  of  Mr.  Pegler  daring  the  election  ?— Yes, 
as  a  man  w^o  bad  come  down  as  electioneering  agent. 

From  whom  did  you  hear  of  him  ? — I  think  it  was  Mr. 
Evetts.  I  did  not  hear  from  whom  he  had  come,  but 
generally  that  he  was  from  London. .  There  were  one  or 
two  down  from  there. 

Did  you  see  him  on  any  occason  ? — ^Yes,  once  or  twice. 
He  used  to  go  round  to  the  Committee-rooms. 

Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  ?— Yes,  a  little. 

Were  any  suggestions  made  by  him  as  to  the  election  ? 
Now 

Were  you  aware  that  he  was  distributing  money  ?— No. 

And  handing  it  over  to  Calcutt  or  Payne  to  pay  away? 
— No,  I  did  not  know  he  was  a  medium  at  alL 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Martin,  the  Secretary  of  the  Junior 
Carlton  ?— I  don't.  I  know  Nathaniel  Payne  of  the  Royal 
Blenheim.  He  is  an  ardent  Constrrative,  but  not  a  paid 
agent. 

Did  you  hear  of  his  receiving  100?.  for  distribution 
amongst  the  Committee  of  the  Licensed  Victualleni 
Association  in  1874  ?— I  never  heard  a  word  of  that. 

Then  your  impression  apparently  was  that  all  these 
people  were  working  as  volunteers  ?— Certainly,  with 
regard  to  Payne,  Goodson,  Calcutt,  Wells,  and  Juggins. 

Did  you  ever  go  to  the  Koyal  Blenheim  in  the  course  of 
the  canvass  ?— I  don't  think  I  ever  did. 

Did  yon  select  foryourseif  when  you  should  go  and 
canvass,  or  did  Mr.  Walsh  say  this  place  wants  doing? — 
Yes,  it  was  that  kind  of  thing.  I  first  of  all  began  takhig 
a  district,  but  when  the  other  canvassers  had  done  their 
work  they  gave  me  the  doubtful  ones  for  me  to  see. 

The  paper  was  marked  to  be  seen  by  Mr.  HaJl? — Yes. 
r* After  the  election  was  over  on  the  polling  day  do  you 
remember  hearing  that  more  money  was  required  for  the 

Eayment  of  the  expenses  of  the  last  election  ?— ^I  did  not 
ear  anything  of  it  until  Mr.  Walsh  came  to  London. 
What  was  the  date  of  that  ?— It  was  the  same  day  as 
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of  Commons. 

About  the  middle  of  Jnly  ?— Something  like  that.  Mr. 
Walsh  came  to  my  house  on  that  day. 

What  commonioation  did  he  make  ?~He  said  he  had  to 
tell  me  that  there  were  several  claims  misettled,  and  ha 
was  afraid  he  should  be  sued  for  them,  and  he  must  have 
some  more  money.  He  wanted  to  go  to  the  authorities  to 
get  it. 

Did  he  mention  any  amount?— I  think  he  said  1,5002. 
or  2,0002. 

Was  that  the-  first  you  heard  of  these  being  out- 
Btmding  claims?— It  was. 

From  what  you  saw  of  the  election,  had  you  the  least 
idea  there  would  be  anjrthing  of  the  kind  ?— No,  I  was 
thunderstruck.    I  thought  what  thev  had  got  was  ample. 

Did  you  know  at  that  time,  in  aadition  to  the  3,0002. 
which  Col.  Talbot  sent  down,  that  there  had  been  money 
supplied  by  Mr.  Evetts  from  the  Brewery  account  ?— No, 
he  had  general  instructions  from  me  to  pay  what  was 
necessary. 

Mr.  Evetts  drew  sums  from  the  Brewery  which  he  ex- 
pended in  St.  Ebbe's.  Were  you  aware  at  that  time  that 
was  being  done?— I  was  not.  I  thought  the  3,5002.  was 
to  cover  the  whole  thing.  I  heard  there  was  5002.  in 
addition  to  the  3,0002.— the  result  of  local  subscriptions. 

Then,  when  Mr.  Walsh  came  up  to  you  on  this  particular 
day,  you  were  ander  the  impression  that  3,5002.  only  had 
been  spent?- 1  was. 

And  then  you  heard  that  he  wanted  1,5002.  or  2,0002. 
more  ?— Yes. 

Did  he  give  any  reason  why  he  should  want  more  for 
the  second  election  than  for  that  in  April  ? — No ;  he  seemed 
to  be  rather  in  a  fog  about  it,  and  he  looked  rather  dis- 
tressed. 

Then  you  went  down  to  the  House  of  Commons  and 
introduced  him  to  Lord  H.  Thynne  ?— Tee. 

Were  you  present  at  the  conversation?— Yes  at  first, 
but  I  don't  think  I  remained. 

Can  you  toll  us  what  took  place  there  ? — It  was  merely 
wluit  he  told  me.  He  said  he  wantod  this  extra  money, 
and  I  think  Lord  H.  Thynne  told  Ihim  he  would  do  what 
he  could. 

Mr.  Walsh's  statement  was  that  he  wantod  the  money 
for  outstanding  claims,  but  Lord  H.  Thynne  said  the 
money  was  for  the  petition. — ^There  was  nothing  said 
about  the  petition  to  my  knowledge. 

Was  anything  said  to  your  reeollection  by  Lord  H. 
Thynne  about  Mr.  Walsh  being  extravagant  ?— I  think 
he  expressed  himself  rather  strongly.  I  think  we  all  felt 
that. 

Will  you  give  us  the  purport  of  the  conversation  ?— I 
think  it  was  just  this,  that  there  were  outstanding  claims 
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WM  aCnid  of  being  soed.  I  don*t  think  he  repelled  any 
definite  xeply,  bot  that  only  what  oould  be  done  dioiua 
be  done. 

Did  yon  afterwards  learn  from  Mr.  Walsh  ibat  he  had 
TCoeived  this  money  7— -I  did  not  for  some  time*  Z  dont 
faiow  when  I  first  neard  of  it. 

Caa  yoa reooUeot  when  it  was?— I  don't  remember.  He 
got  1,000{.  and  500?.  on  his  own  note  of  hand. 

Bo  yon  recoUeot  sending  any  letter?— Yes^  to  Mr. 
Martin.  Mr.  Walsh  oame  to  see  me  on  the  Sunday  and 
aaksd  me  whether  I  intended  to  pay  the  ezpensee  of  the 
petition  out  of  my  own  pocket.  I  said  certainly.  He 
said  wonld  I  object  to  pot  that  in  writing.  I  repued,  not 
at  all.  He  added  that  the  people  that  were  getting  up 
the  1,600?.  were  anxions  that  they  should  not  be  callea 
npoQ  to  pay  for  the  expenses  of  the  petition  as  well.  I 
then  wrote  a  letter  saying  that  I  intended  to  pay  the  cost 
ol  the  petition  myself,  and  that  I  gave  him  to  post. 

Had  yoa  any  idea  of  the  number  of  persons  employed 
in  the  May  election  ?-rNot  the  slightest. 

Ton.  I  suppose^  have  seen  now  what  the  number  was 
approximately?— I  have  seen  what  it  was  stated  to  be. 
(m  the  day  of  the  j;x>ll  it  seems  to  have  been  greatest. 

About  1,200  on  the  day  of  the  po)L  Mad  you  the 
slightest  notion  of  that?— Not  the  smallest.  There  was 
considerable  display  of  colours  on  both  sides. 

Was  there,  as  far  as  you  could  see,  any  reason  to  appre« 
hend  a  disturbance  on  the  polling  day  ? — Not  the  least. 
There  was  no  disturbance  at  the  first  election. 

Were  you  aware  that  in  the  accounts  Mr.  Walsh  has 
returned  to  me  he  has  never  stated  the  amount  actually 
expended  ? — I  was  not.  1 1  eamt  when  the  petition  came  oa 
for  the  first  time  that  his  accounts  were  wrong. 

When  did  you  first  become  aware  that  Mr.  Evetts  had 
supplied  money  from  the  brewery  towards  the  expenses  of 
the  St.  Ebbe's  district  ?— I  did  not  know  anything  of  it  until 
I  saw  it  in  the  paper. 

Don^t  ^ou  get  an  account  of  the  money  expended  ?-*No, 
he  spent  it  on  behalf  of  Mr.  WaUh. 

Did  not  you  see  what  was  done  with  the  receipts  at  the 
brewery,  for  instance? — Oh  no,  I  should  trust  to  him 
implicitly. 

Don't  you  look  at  the  books  at  all? — I  have  a  return 
sent  to  me  once  a  week. 

Have  you  the  returns  for  that  period  ?— I  suppose  I  have 
got  them  at  home. 

Can  you  let  us  have  them  ? — ^Yes,  if  you  desire  it,  bnt 
there  would  be  no  mention  of  anything  of  that  sort. 

We  should  like  rather  to  see  them  if  you  wonld  let  na 
have  them.  Do  you  recollect  any  conversation  with  Sir 
William  Harcourt  about  trying  to  cat  down  the  expense  ? 
—Yes,  perfectly.  That  was  just  before  we  went  to  Oxford^ 
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add  we  had  a  talk  in  the  Honee  of  ComaioM  aibimt  % 
and  we  agreed  to  keep  the  expetfditiire  dowa  ae  imieh  as 
we  could. 

Was  any  nun  mentioiied?— I  ttdnk  heeirid  thatthejr 
had  alwayB  considered  it  wonld  coat  1,600?.,  and  I  tbougnt 
it  could  be  done  for  less,  and  I  gave  Mr.  Walsh  instme- 
tions  aeoordingl|r. 

Mr.  Walsh  did  not  appear  to  have  received  them  aa 
though  he  was  likely  to  carry  them  out  ?— Well  I  think 
be  a»ed  me  whether  I  was  sure  we  could  trust  the  other 
side.    Of  course  I  said  I  thought  we  could. 

With  regard  to  the  biU-posting,  was  that  quite  un- 
necessary ?— Yes,  I  think  it  was.  The  place  was  covered 
with  plao»rds,  and  that  we  agreed  should  not  be  done. 

Do  you  know  what  was  done  with  regard  to  securing 
the  attendance  of  voters  who  did  not  live  in  Oxford  ?— No, 
I  don't. 

They  appear  for  the  most  part  to  have  been  paid  their 
expenses,  and  also  for  loss  of  time.  Were  you  aware  of 
that  ?— I  was  not. 

At  any  time  during  your  connection  with  Oxford  down 
to  the  period  of  the  petition  had  you  any  reason  to 
suppose  money  was  being  spent  corruptly  ?~Ket  the  least 
in  the  world. 

Can  you  tell  us  why  you  did  not  look  into  the  1874 
accounts  when  they  were  filed?— I  had  no  particular 
reason.  I  trusted  Mr.  Walsh  implicitly.  I  knew  he  would 
do  what  was  right. 

And  you  had  no  general  committee  I  believe  ? — No,  I 
don't  think  there  was  what  yon  would  call  a  general  com* 
mittee.    The  whole  thinpr  was  left  entirely  to  Mr.  Walsh. 

Now,  was  there  anything  in  the  May  election  that  led 
Srou  to  think  there  were  corrupt  practises  on  the  other 
side?— No.  nothing  at  all  except  the  rumours  that  are 
always  flying  about  upon  such  occasions. 

Mr.  Oowie— You  did  not  know  how  many  people  were 
employed  during  the  election  ?— No,  I  did  not,  and  I  had 
no  means  of  judging. 

Were  you  aware  that  it  had  been  usual  in  Oxford  to 
employ  an  unnecessary  number  of  persons  at  the  time  of 
an  election  ?— No,  I  don't  think  I  was  kware  of  that. 

You  did  not  observe  anything  of  the  kind? — I  did  not 
observe  anything  tmusual,  it  always  seemed  to  me  to  be 
about  the  same. 

You  saw  no  difference  between  either  election  in  1889 
and  the  previous  ones  ?— Not  the  least 

Has  the  amount  of  your  private  contributions  for  various 
objects  in  Oxford  been  we  same  since  you  first  entered 
upon  your  political  career  as  before  ?— Exactly  the  same ; 
there  has  been  no  difference  made  at  all.  With  regard  to 
political  contributions  I  always  did  exactly  what  Sir  W. 
Maroourt  did,  and  he  did  what  I  did.  I  was  very  careful 
to  do  the  same  as  he  did. 
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My  qtMitioa  was  diraotod  to  otJier  sabaoriptioiui.— If  I 
had  allowod  them  to  increaso  it  would  have  been  doing 
more  than  Sir  William  Haroonrt  did  practically. 

They  were  regolated  l^the  same  principle?— Exactly 
the  aame. 

And  yon  left  it  in  a  great  meaenreto  Mr.  Evetts?^ 
Yes,  practically,  entirely ;  if  there  was  anything  fresh  he 
woola  eontult  me  abont  it. 

With  regard  to  the  April  election  of  last  year,  yon  say 
yon  ezpeotod  to  snooeed  ?  Yon  were  beaten  by  ten.— Yes. 

Has  it  come  to  yonr  knowledge  that  any  of  yonrsnp- 
pertcora  were  absent  from  Oxford  at  the  time  ?•— I  was  told 
BO,  and  that  was  one  of  the  reasons  why  I  detormined  to 
fight  again.  It  was  said,  and  as  far  as  I  conld  gauge  it 
was  truly  said,  that  there  were  forty  ConaerTatiyes  who 
did  not  record  their  votes  at  aU. 

Sufficient  to  torn  the  scale?— Yes,  very  handsomely. 

Had  yon  any  idea  that  any  part  of  the  money  snb- 
soHbed  at  the  time  for  the  second  election  was  to  be 
devoted  to  the  payment  of  outstanding  claims  for  the  fint 
election?— No,  bnt  when  I  say  tiiat  I  do  not  think  that 
everything  was  deared  up  exactly.  I  did  not  give  it 
very  much  thought  one  way  or  the  other.  What  we  con* 
ridered  was  that  it  would  cost  3,500^.  to  fight.  I  thought 
it  would  cost  3,0002. 

You  knew  of  no  arrangement  by  which  persons — Mr. 
Wells,  Mr.  Caloutt,  and  others— were  to  get  any  money? 
— O  dear  no,  nor  did  anyone  at  that  meeting. 

"Do  you  remember  Mr.  Goodson  applying  to  yon  for 
tthe  Ship  Hotel  ?— No,  he  did  not  apply  to  me. 

Did  yon  promise  him  the  Ship  Hotel  ?— No. 

Do  you  remember  when  he  became  tenant  of  the  Ship  ? — 
No,  I  don't.  I  think  he  applied  to  Mr.  Evetts ;  he  did 
not  apply  to  me. 

You  saw  him  he  has  told  us,  and  when  you  saw  him  did 
you  ask  him  to  exert  himself  for  you,  and  did  he  tell  you 
he  had  lost  from  1002.  to  1602.  in  1874?— No,  he  did  not 
I  don't  think  he  mentioned  any  sum  which  he  had  lost  in 
1874,  and  that  he  should  not  do  anything  ef  the  sort 
again. 

Did  ^ou  say  you  were  sorry,  and  that  you  would  not 
serve  him  so  baa  again?— I  said  I  wanted  him  to  work, 
and  that  I  did  not  want  him  to  spend  money. 

I  put  this  to  you  because  he  has  said  so  to  us.— I  don't 
remember  it. 

You  were  not  aware  of  his  going  to  Mr.  Dayman  ?— Not 
the  least  in  the  world. 

Did  you  instruct  Mr.  Dayman  to  send  for  him  to  speak 
to  him  ?— No. 

Have  you  any  property  in  Summertown  ?— Yes,  I  have. 

Do  you  know  anything  of  a  man  named  Grubb,  who 
lives  at  Summertown  ?— Not  by  sight  or  personally ;  I  do 
by  reputation. 


•  He  haa  made  a  Btatement  before  tu  with  reference 
to  certain  aUotments  of  land  at  Sammertown.  Have  yoa 
seen  that?— Yes,  I  have. 

I  will  ask  yon  if  there  is  any  troth  in  the  statement  ?— • 
No,  not  a  word ;  he  is  qnite  mistaken. 

Are  you  aware  that  Mr.  Evetts  on  the  following^  day 
attended  before  ns  and  gave  ns  his  account  ?— Yes,  I  saw 
that  he  had  done  so. 

And  that  is  correct?— Yes,  all  I  think.  I  don't  know 
ftnjrthiDg  about  the  allotments  at  Sammertown.  I  let 
land  into  allotments  at  Summertown  in  obedience  to  a 
request  from  the  late  Vicar  there. 

mr.  Evetts's  statement  was — "Mr.  Hall  has  no  idea  o£ 
the  number  and  who  are  the  allotment  holders.  I  have 
been  told  on  several  oooasions  the  majority  of  tbem  are 
advanced  Radicals.  There  is  not  the  slightest  foundation 
for  the  statement  made  by  Mr.  Grubb.'' — That  is  quite 
true. 

Do  you  know  a  man  of  the  name  of  Collar?—!  have 
never  heard  of  him. 

He  lives  at  13,  Lake  Street,  New  Hincksey ;  he  is  an 
oar  and  scull  maker  ?— No,  I  don't  know  him. 

Do  you  remember  in  your  canvass  in  that  district 
calling  at  13,  Lake  Street? — No,  I  can't  remember  that. 

I  understand  that  there  was  some  little  doubt  as  to 
whether  the  witness  Collar  was  speaking  of  you  or  of  Col. 
Hall.  He  said,  '*  I  know  the  difference ;  I  mean  the 
equire."  Does  that  mean  you? — Yes,  that  would  mean 
me. 

You  don't  remember  any  circumstances  connected  with 
asking  for  this  boy's  father's  vote,  and  asking  the  father 
"  How  is  it  your  buy  is  not  at  work  for  me  this  time  ?" — 
I  don't  think  I  should  be  likely  to  have  said  that. 

And  his  father  saying,  '*  'Why,  because  I  am  not  going 
to  let  him  rtm  about  for  nothing  ?*'— I  have  no  recollection 
of  it. 

(Contmuing)-"  What  did  Mr.  Hall  say  ?"— "  I  will  go 
to  the  Committee  room  and  see  about  it." — I  have  no 
recollection  of  it,  and  I  should  think  it  never  took  place. 
It  could  not  have  taken  place. 

Do  you  know  Jakeman? — ^No,  I  don't. 

Were  you  aware  that  in  the  election  of  1874  somebody 
came  from  Birmingham  on  behalf  of  the  Licensed  Yic- 
tuaUers'  Association  to  work  on  your  side  ?— I  don't  thio^ 
I  was  aware  of  it. 

Mr.  Payne  has  said  so  here?— Indeed ;  I  don't  think  I 
was  aware  of  it.    If  it  was  so  I  forget  it. 

Was  it  in  pursuance  of  any  instructions  of  yours  ?-— No» 
certainly  not. 

Did  you  give  specific  instractions  to  your  agent  as  to 
the^  arrangement  for  conducting  the  contest,  or  leave  it 
entirely  to  him  ?— I  gave  lum  general  instructions  to  do  it 
as  cheaply  as  possible. 
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Did  yon  givo  faim  any  inflfanuitfoiiB  wiUi  xfgttdto  vrM- 
.log  tmomtiv%  mBupLojmaat  f ~No^  I  did  not 

As  cheaply  m  poaaible  ?— Yqi^  tb«t  wm  tht  g9iMn)I 
tamor  of  BOF  iaifeniotiMMk 

landentand  yon  to  wyyoahAd  loll  oonfidwioe  in  bli 
«ondaetiog  tlie  elaotion  piop«rly  lor  yoa}—B«i^fc  oon- 
iidence. 

And  do  yon  know  of  the  ezpenditufe  of  «ny  «iun  ^f 
■mney  by  anvone  on  your  behui  in  addition  to  what  wa 
have  already  bem  informed  of  ?^No^  I  do  not 

Mr.  JSidley— Yon  ■eem  to  have  zegarded  the  warn  «£ 
3,0002,  as  the  cost  of  the  eleotion  !--That  was  ao. 

Were  you  anxious  to  reduoe  it  ?— I  was  very  anxious  to 
bring  it  down  to  as  little  as  I  oould,  and  my  experienoe 
led  me  to  believe  that  that  was  what  we  ought  to  do. 

You  say  yon  ha?e  not  examined  the  aooonnts  of  1874  at 
all  t— No,  1  have  not ;  I  knew  what  had  been  spent. 

And  did  you  never  think  it  worth  while  to  look  at  them  i 
-^No ;  the  thing  was  done  and  the  money  was  paid,  and 
there  was  no  more  to  trouble  about 

IHd  you  give  Mr.  Walsh  any  instruotioaB  to  send  in  the 
aooounta  ?— No. 

There  was  no  agent  to  check  the  items  of  expense  ?^ 
No ;  I  think  it  would  have  been  impracticable  to  hav0 
had  two  agents  at  the  elections,  the  one  to  check  the  other. 

Do  you  know  of  anybody  spending  money  on  yoor 
behalf  beside  Mr.  Walsh  ?— No. 

Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Oripps  was  paying  money  { 
— ^No,  nobody  was. 

Oan  you  tell  me  how  it  was  that  Mr.  Walsh  was  not 
employed  on  the  petition  in  your  interest?— I  think  he  re- 
commended that  we  should  go  to  a  London  solicitor,  who 
had  had  experience  in  conductiog  petitions.  Mr.  Walij^ 
bad  only  lubd  the  smallest  experience  in  that  way,  and 
he  recommended  that  we  should  go  to  someone  who  had. 

You  did  not  «o  into  that  matter  ?— It  was  he  who  selected 
the  solicitor,  Mr.  BnsseU. 

It  was  not  because  you  were  displeased  with  him,  bat 
because  he  suggested  Mr.  Bossell  should  be  employed. 
You  did  not  select  him.  You  never  had  suspicion  of  his 
management  of  the  eleotion  or  of  the  mode  of  nis  rendering 
the  accounts  ? — ^No. 

Your  first  suspicion  was  when  he  called  upon  you  in 
Ijoudon? — Yes. 

Mr.  Walsh  seems  to  have  told  us  that  he  never,  as  far  as 
he  has  conducted  elections  in  Oxford,  furnished  a  single 
account  that  has  been  correct  or  approaching  accuraqy. 
He  seems  to  have  kept  you  in  the  dark. — ^I  suppose  yon 
refer  to  the  published  expenses  ? 

Yes  ;  he  never  furnished  you  with  any  other  aooonnt?— 
No.  no  other  account 

"Did  you  know  he  had  destroyed  the  papera?-*No  ;  I  had 
not  the  least  knowledge  of  it 


Did  you  notSoe  any  p»riioii]w  olmagM  of  ooloiur.at  ^be 
May  eleotion  as  oompared  with  the  April  one?-— Noi; 
there  might  have  been  some  of  it. 

I  don't  refer  to  the  "  lambs "  in  pairtioalar  bat  ito 
people  in  the  streets.— No,  I  did  not. 

Or  at  any  of  the  committee  rooms  ?— I  should  say  there 
were  more,  but  no  change  between  the  two  eleotions. 

Were  jron  ever  down  in  the  Oowley  Distriot  7«-Ye8, 
several  times. 

Do  you  know  a  man  named  Kempson,  who  had  been  on 
the  Liberal  side  at  the  first  election,  and  who  was  on  yonr 
side  at  the  next  one  ?— No,  I  do  not,  either  by  luuBe  ox 
in  any  other  way. 

Did  you  know  that  agents  were  ooming  foom  London? 
— ^Yes,  I  knew  they  were  come. 

Did  they  ask  you  whether  tiiey  shoidd  be  sent  down  ? — 
No. 

They  don't  seem  to  have  consulted  you  in  any  way  abamt 
the  election?— No,  I.left  it  entirely  to  Mr.  Walsh  ;  all  I 
did  was  to  canvass  and  make  speeches. 

Do  you  know  anything  about  these  forged  tickets  in 
the  April  election  ?^Ticket8  forged  for  the  Liberal  ticket 
meeting?— I  know  something  about  it.  That  was  one  of 
the  things  that  made  me  fight  again. 

How  was  that  ?^There  was  going  t3  be  a  Liberal  meet- 
ing in  the  Com  Exchange,  and  somehow  or  another  there 
was  a  report  that  there  were  forged  tickets  and  that  the 
platform  was  going  to  be  stormed.  Sir  W.  Harcourt  came  to 
me,  and  I  assured  him  that  there  was  no  danger  and  that 
we  should  not  do  anything  of  the  kind,  and  I  issued  a 
notice  imploring  our  people  to  keep  quiet.  The  meeting 
was  held,  and  as  I  predicted  was  perfectly  quiet,  ana 
when  Sir  William  Harcourt  returned  from  the  meeting 
the  other  side  issued  a  large  circular,  in  which  they  said 
that  I  and  my  friends  were  guilty  of  attempting  horrible 
atrocities,  intending  to  storm  the  platform,  trample  on 
women,  and  turn  the  gas  out,  which  was  of  coarse  not 
true. 

That  was  at  the  first  election  ? — ^Yes. 

That  caused  a  feeling  on  your  part  ? — Yes,  and  led  me 
to  fight  again. 

Do  you  know  much  about  these  Associations  in  the 
different  districts  ? — I  know  there  are  both  Conservative 
and  Liberal  4s8ociations  in  all  the  wards. 

Have  you  ever  been  to  the  meetings  ? — ^Yes ;  I  often  go. 
^  Is  there  anything  like  a  good  attendance?— Yes,  at 
times,  on  special  occmIods.  I  think  they  have  quarterly 
meetings,  bat  of  course  I  don't  go  to  all  of  them. 

Do  ]^ou  regard  them  as  at  all  benefiting  the  Conservative 
cause  in  helping  the  formation  of  opinion  ?^I  don't  think 
they  are  of  very  mach  use,  but  still  I  would  not  say.  Many 
people  think  they  are,  and  many  think  they  are  not. 

When  did  they  begin ;  were  you  a  party  to  startiog 
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tiiem?— -They  b^an  in  1874,  and  I  think  I  waa.    Th^ 
.are  a  sort  of  way  of  keeping  a  party  to«:ether. 

I  Buppose  you  regard  the  people  who  ore  members  of  the 

flBSOciations  as  bound  to  support  the  cause  ?— Tes ;  they 

are  supposed  to  be  whatare  called  "true  blue.*'  (Laughter.) 

Do  you  think  they  expected  to  be  paid  when  an  election 

came? — ^No;  I  don't  know. 

Because  there  has  been  evidence  before  us  that  the  mass 
of  i)ersons  who  were  employed  were  members  of  the  Asso- 
ciation ? — ^Yes,  no  doubt, 

I  suppose  if  a  man  was  employed  who  belonged  to  a 
-  Coiiservative  Association  he  would  go  on  the  Conservative 
side,  and  that  a  mail  who  belonged  to  a  Liberal  Associa- 
tion would  go  on  the  Liberal  side  ? — That  is  what  I  imagine 
would  be  the  case. 

Did  the  closeness  of  the  number  polled  to  the  total 
number  strike  you  as  anything  particular, — you  see  the 
numbers  were  nearly  polled  out  at  the  last  election?— No. 
Did  anything  strike  you  as  being  suspicions  ?— No. 
There  is  a  certain  proportion  of  ^ters  in  Oxford  whose 
opinions  are  not  decided? — ^A  certain  number  of  apathetic 
people,  no  doubt. 

And  you  endeavoured  to  get  them  to  vote  by  canvass- 
ing?— Yes,  I  always  went  to  the  doubtful  ones. 

Did  you  find,  when  canvassing,  anybody  ask  you  for 
employment  ? — No ;  when  men  said,  "  Can't  you  put  us 
on  ?"  I  said,  "  If  you  get  employment  you  lose  your  vote." 
That  was  the  sort  of  excuse  I  made. 

You  had  no  idea  that  the  people  who  were  employed 
have  voted  at  Oxford  elections  ?--I  could  not  exactly  say 
that ;  what  I  knew  was  that  if  a  man  was  employed  and 
voted  his  vote  was  liable  to  be  struck  off  upon  a  scrutiny, 
and  I  always  told  the  people  so. 

Mr.  Cave— Can  you  give  me  the  total  amount  yon  have 
expended  on  these  elections  ?    I  make  it  come  to  7,899^. 
6s.  8d. — I  dare  say  that  would  be  about  it. 
^  That  is  for  1874  and  1880,  both  of  them  ?— I  think  that 
is  about  it. 

That  is  exclusive  of  any  sums  Mr.  Evetts  has  taken  out 
ef  the  Brewery  for  the  St.  Ebbe's  district?— Exclusive  of 
that.  What  he  took  out  of  the  Brewery  for  the  St.  Ebbe'a 
district  was  to  come  out  of  the  3,0002. ,  and  would  come 
out  of  Mr.  Walsh's  account,  I  think. 

.No,  that  was  extra.  Did  you  never,  at  any  time,  ask 
for  any  account  of  what  had  been  done  with  this  money  ? 
— ^Never,  at  any  time. 

Who  is  your  private  solicitor  ?— Mr.  Wm.  Henry 
Walsh. 

And  Mr.  Fercival  Walsh  is  only  employed  by  you  at 
the  elections  ?— That  is  all. 

Can  you  give  me  any  reason  why  you  should  not  have 
asked  for  this  account— one  would  naturally  expect  yon 
would  rather?— The  reason  I  suppose  simply  was  that  I 
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'Tccem  perfeGkly  w^ll  that  Mr.  Walsh  would  not  charge 
mvt  more  than  ne  knew  was  expended. 

Had  yon  any  notion  at  all  beyond  that  ?~No,  I  had  not. 
Were  you  aware  that  Mr.  Ramsbottom  came  down 
irom  Southport  and  took  part  in  the  election  ?— I  knew  he 
was  there  when  he  came.  I  did  not  know  he  was  coming. 
Do  you  know  what  part  he  took  ?-  I  think  he  assisted 
Mr.  Walsh  in  the  Committee  room,  as  far  as  I  know.  I 
•used  to  see  him  in  there  checking  off  the  returns. 

We  hearjhe  had  a  great  deal  to  do  withlbringing  up  otlt- 
votars  ;  were  you  aware  of  that  ? — I  was  not  aware  of  it 
until  I  saw  it  in  evidence. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Goodson,  who  said  he  spent  so 
much  money  in  the  1874  election ;  did  it  occur  to  you  to 
ask  him  what  he  had  spent  it  in  ?— No,  it  did  not ;  to  tell 
the  truth,  I  did  not  quite  believe  it. 

Were  you  aware  that  Mr.  Gregson  had  furnished  a 
j'eoeipt  for  monev  not  received  ? — Ko. 

Did  you  see  Mr.  Dayman  at  all  with  reference  to  the 
•election? — I  don't  think  I  ever  saw  him  at  all ;  he  was  at 
tiie  first  meeting  which  I  came  in  at  the  end  of ;  I  don't 
think  I  saw  him  afterwards. 

Are  you  aware  that  he  had  an  account — what  we  may 
call  No.  2  account — to  which  the  local  subscriptions  were 
paid  ?— No.  , 

You  were  under  the  impression  that  all  the  financial 
matters  were  managed  by  Mr.  Walsh  ?— I  was  entirely. 
Did  you  know  anything  of  Mr.  Martin  a  detective  ?— No. 
Did  you  know  of  anyone  being  called  upon  to  subscribe 
lor  colours?  I  think  something  like  9002.  were  expended 
in  colours. — No,  I  did  not  know  that.  I  had  no  means  of 
gauging  the  expense. 

Having  ascertained  it  was  coming  from  London  did 
you  make  any  farther  inquiries  as  to  how  it  came  or  to 
whom  it  was  paid  ?~No,  Mr.  Evetts  went  up  to  see  about 
it,  and  I  heard  no  more  about  it. 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  3,0002.  coming  down  in  gold  ? 
— I  understood  it  came  by  cheque. 
That  was  sent  back. — So  I  find. 

Did  you  see  any  telegram  from  Mr.  Mathews  saying 
that  he  was  coming  down  with  **  sacks  of  wheat"  (a  laugh) 
alluding  to  the  money  ? — No. 

In  the  coarse  of  your  canvaRS  did  you  notice  a  number 
of  places  marked  up  **  Hall's  Committee  Room?" — Yes,  no 
doubt. 

Did  you  make  any  enquiry  m  to  how  you  came  to  have 
so  many? — No,  I  did  not  think  we  had  more  than  the 
other  side.     They  generally  seemed  to  be  side  by  side. 

There  seemed  to  have  been  a  gocd  many  on  both  sides  ? 
— ^Yes,  there  seemed,  to  be  as  many  as  usual.  I  did  not 
think  anything  about  it.  I  was  particular  to  go  to  the 
diffeient  Committee  rooms  to  see  how  they  were  going  on 
and  to  get  the  doubtful  oases. 
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When  you  beard  of  the  eutstandfng  claims  did  yon  think 
then  there  had  been  som«  corrnpt  practices  ?— No,  I 
thought  Mr.  Walsh  had  been  exceedingly  extravagant. 

Did  he  explain  how  it  occuned  ? — No,  he  entered  into 
no  particulars. 

It  cost  half  as  much  again  as  the  previous  election  ? — 
Yes,  it  was  monstrous  expenditure. 

But  was  no  explanation  given  as  to  how  it  was  gone?r— 
No. 

Your  canvass  of  course  was  all  done  in  the  April 
election,  and  the  doing  of  it  again  so  soon  would  not  be  a 
very  costly  business?— We  canvaesed  the  whole  place 
again. 

You  knew  where  the  people  lived  ?— I  don't  know  that 
it  saved  us  any  work,  I  should  say  not. 

Is  there  anything  the  Commissioners  ought  to  know  in 
relation  to  this  election  ?— I  don't  think  there  is. 

Mr.  Oowie. — With  regard  to  the  3,000/.  that  came  from 
London,  did  you  express  any  desire  that  the  money 
should  not  be  placed  to  your  banking  account  ?— No,  I  s&w 
in  the  evidence  some  witnesses  said  they  thought  pro- 
bably it  would  be  distasteful  to  me.  That  was  not  the 
least  true. 

Was  it  in  consequence  of  any  suggestion  of  yours  that 
the  cheque  was  changed  to  a  local  cheque  payable  to 
bearer? — No,  I  should  not  have  cared  a  bit.  I  made  no 
secret  of  it  at  all.  I  see  that  one  of  the  witnesses  gave 
evidence  with  regard  to  the  freemen  which  I  thought  was 
unfair.  He  said  he  thought  that  they  were  a  class 
specially  liable  to  be  corrupted.  That  is  not  my  own 
experience.  The  freemen,  I  think,  are  an  independent 
set  of  men,  and  nothing  would  have  led  mis  to  suppose 
that  they  were  more  corrupt  than  any  other  of  the  con- 
st ituencv. 

Mr.  Cave— The  class  who  teem  to  be  corrupt  in  Oxford 
are  mainly  those  who  are  out  of  employment.  Are  there 
more  of  these  people  amongst  the  Freemen  ?— No,  I  don't 
think  so.  A  great  many  live  away  from  Oxford.  They 
belong  to  a  class  which  have  certain  advantages  over  the 
remainder  of  the  community. 

What  are  they  ?— They  have  a  large  piece  of  land  called 
Po4t  Meadow  on  which  to  turn  out  cattle. 

Supposing  they  have  no  cattle?— Then  I  think  they  are 
able  to  de  something  in  the  way  of  letting  others  do  it, 
but  I  am  not  quite  sure  of  that. 

Have  you  ever  assisted  any  man  to  take  up  his 
freedom  ? — Ne. 

The  freemen,  we  have  been  told,  are  for  the  most  pArt 
Conservatives. — I  think  that  would  account  for  uieir 
being  singled  out. 
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FOETY-SIXTH  DAY.— Friday, 
March  4. 

Mr.  Thomas  Bowden  Green,  examined  by  Mr.  Gowie^ 
said — I  reside  at  Summertown,  near  Oxford,  and  am 
engaged  in  secretarial  and  literary  work.  I  was  actively 
employed  at  Oxford  at  the  election  in  May  last,  and  X 
received  money  for  services  rendered.  For  the  election  in 
April  I  received  five  guineas  a  week,  and  at  the  second 
election  I  was  paid  more  because  I  worked  night  and  day 
to  a  great  extent.  I  received  for  the  May  election  some- 
where about  five  or  six  or  seven  and  thirty  pounds— I  am 
not  quite  sure  which.  It  was  paid  in  three  amouots,  but 
I  do  not  remember  the  amount  of  the  first  payment.  If  I 
received  a  cheque  for  181.  it  would  be  for  the  first  election. 
I  believe  I  received  a  cheque  at  the  second  election  and 
very  likely  I  had  one  for  102.,  and  probably  one  for  132., 
but  I  am  not  certain  about  that.  I  do  not  think  I  received 
one  for  152.,  or  that  I  had  three  cheques  at  all,  because  I 
think  I  received  some  money  in  cash  or  notes.  I  think  X 
bad  382.  altogether,  of  which  152.  was  in  cash,  and  I 
believe  it  was  paid  to  me  by  Mr.  Draper.  It  was  all  for 
services  rendered. 

What  was  the  particular  service  you  rendered  to  the 
party  ?— Chit  fly  preparing  the  polling  cards  for  the  day  of 
election.  I  worked  principally  at  the  central  committee 
room .  I  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  employment 
of  clerks  or  messengers,  and  I  recommended  no  persons 
for  employment.  I  was  employed  chiefly  at  the  first 
election  in  the  same  way  at  the  central  committee  room, 
and  I  received  five  guineas  a  week  for  about  three  weeks 
and  a  half.  That  would  come  to  about  182.,  and  I  believe 
I  received  that  sum  by  cheque  from  Mr.  Walsh.  I  am 
not  sure  whether  it  was  made  payable  to  me  or  order,  but 
Mr.  Walsh  handed  it  to  me.  I  received  nothing  more 
than  I  have  told  you  at  either  of  the  elections,  and  had 
nothing  to  do  at  the  first  election  with  employing  persons 
as  clerks  and  messengers.  I  thought  there  was  a  far 
larger  number  employed  at  the  second  election  when  there 
was  a  shorter  time  to  do  the  work.  I  had  nothing  to  do 
with  making  any  payments,  unless  it  was  handing  a 
cheque  to  a  cab  proprietor.  I  had  to  make  no  direct  pay- 
ments. I  have  DO  account  of  the  payment?  which  I  made 
in  the  way  I  have  stated.  I  ordered  no  flags  or  refresh- 
ments. I  was  not  resident  in  Oxford  in  1874,  and  the 
first  election  that  I  had  anything  to  do  with  was  the  April 
election  of  I»*t  year.  I  have  made  no  further  claim  with 
respect  to  either  of  lafet  year's  elections. 

By  Mr.  Cikve— I  have  taken  no  part  in  municipal  elec- 
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tions.  I  was  adced  by  tliose  who  had  the  mana^ment  of 
the  arraiweinBnts  at  the  A.pril  election  to  take  pftrt  in  it, 
namely,  Mr.  Walsh,  and  his  clerk  Mr.  Draper.  That  was 
about  the  commencement  of  the  U«neral  Election.  I  was 
asked  to  ^ive  my  seryices  for  the  whole  time  to  the  da^  of 
the  election,  bat  it  was  not  specified  what  my  services 
W^re  to  b».  I  knew  it  wag  to  be  clerical  work.  I  didnot 
know  either  Mr.  Walsh  or  Mr.  Draper  to  speak  to  beftwe,- 
onfy  by  name.  Mr.  Draper  went  to  where  I  was  reaidimf 
^t  the  time  and  left  word  there  for  me.  I  was  in  town  at 
the  time,  and  on  my  retnrn  I  went  to  see  Mr.  Wakfh  ;  ha 
told  me  he  should  be  glad  of  my  services  up  to  the  day  of 
the  election  if  I  could  f^ve  my  whole  time,  but  he  did  not 
say  in  what  way.  The  remuneration  was  fixed  at  thtt 
time,  either  five  pounds  or  five  grpin^aB  a  week.  I  wM 
then  engaged  in  secretarial  and  literary  work,  aAd'  was 
Aoc  exactly  at  leisure.  I  was  able  to  devote  my  time  to 
the  work,  which  was  that  of  carefully  going  through  the 
register,  obliterating  the  names  of  those  who  were  dead) 
and  patting  the  names  <^  the  voters  on  cards  in  alpha- 
betical order  for  the  day  of  election.  I  pot  as  many  names 
•on  the  card  as  a  district  contained.  I  should  think  there 
were  two  thousand  names,  on  lai^e  placards.  Tho  dsanes 
•On  the  cards  differed  from  the  street  lists  used  by  the  can- 
vassers, in  that  they  contained  the  names  of  those  who 
were  on  the  Conservative  side  and  the  others  were 
•eliminated,  and  that  was  done,  as  far  as  they  could  judge, 
from  the  returns  that  came  in  day  by  day.  Some  part  of 
it  was  in  writing  and  some  in  print.  A  copy  of  it  was 
sent  to  each  district  for  use  on  the  day  of  election,  when 
tfae  names  were  ticked  off.  It  was  done  to  facilitate  the 
work  of  th»  bringers  up,  and  the  cards  were  mainly  done 
by  myself.  I  took  part  in  the  May  election  from  tlte  mere 
fact  that  I  had  been  employed  in  the  preceding  election. 
I  dun't  recollect  that  anybody  came  to  me.  I  think  it 
was  implied  that  th3se  who  were  at  work  before  should 
•continue,  and  I  was  at  the  central  Committee  room  at  the 
Koebuck  Hotel.  There  was  no  stipulation  made  before  I 
began  work  as  to  the  remuneration  I  should  have.  I  did 
the  'same  kind  of  work  as  at  the  April  election.  I  occa- 
sionally wrote  notices  and  letters,  and  did  the  main  work 
of  preparing  the  polling  cards.  The  work  concluded  on 
the  day  of  election,  and  I  did  nothing  afterwards.  I  am 
not  at  all  sure  that  I  received  a  cheque  for  10^^  on- Monday 
the  10th  of  May. 

Can  you  tell  me  how  yon  came  to  receive  13^.  on  the 
Slst  of  May  ? — That  was  the  balance  due. 

But  there  was  no  stipulation  aboat  wages  ?— There  was 
no  stipulation,  but  I  sent  in  the  amount  of  my  claim.  I 
presume  it  was  38Z.  which  I  asked  for. 

How  came  you  to  charge  382.  for  ten  days'  work,  which 
is  -at  the  rate  of  almost  41,  a  da^,  when  you  had  five 
guineas  or  5L  a  week  on  the  previous  occasion  ? — It  in- 
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oladed  worJc  done  between  tbe  two  elections  in  assisting 
Mr.  DrafMs. 

In  whAt  way  ?Tnbi  yarionawvQrsias  I  was  reqiured. 

Yea,  hut  what  i  Can  yqv  tell  me  anything  you  did  ?^ 
FveparioK  the  diffesent  pap^psin  reference  to  the  election. 

What  papers  did  you  prepare  ? — Prepared  the  accounts* 

The  aceounts  were  not  paaietod  until  after  th«  second 
QJleotion.  Can  you  tell  me  anything  vou  did?— I  waa 
aasisting  Mr.  Draper  in  going  through  the  varioos  papem 
after  the  election.  . 

Can  you  tell  me  any  papers  that  you  went  through  ?--I 
aoarcely  understand  the  question. 

I  want  to  know  anything  jrou  did.^  Assisting  Mr» 
Draper  is  vague,  and  conveys  no  information  to  my  mind. 
I  want  to  know  what  kind  of  papers  it  was  you  went 
through  with  him,  and  what  kind  of  work  you  did  for 
which  3^ on  charged  this  large  amount  of  mooey?— The 
whole  of  the  papers  with  reference  to  the  accounts  and 
80  on. 

Do  you  mean  to  suggest  that  the  accounts  were  prepared 
during  the  two  elections  ? — ^There  was  a  great  deal  of  work 
done. 

Accounts  furnished  by  whom ;  accounts  of  what  ?— By 
all  those  who  were  employed. 

Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  persons  who  were  employecl 
sent  in  their  accounts  between  the  two  elections ?— xes. 

And  what  was  done  with  them  ?— They  were  all  gone 
through. 

For  what  purpose  ?— For  the  purpose  of  settling  them, 
I  presume. 

Presume !  I  want  te  know  what  you  did.  I  want  to 
know  what  you  were  paid  382.  for  ?— I  was  paid  for  working 
day  and  night. 

What  were  you  doing?  You  appear  to  be  singularly 
unable  to  tell  us  what  you  were  actually  doing. — I  was 
preparing  the  election  cards. 

You  told  us  that  was  ten  days'  work.— And  going 
through  the  various  papers  with  reference  to  the  election. 

I  want  to  know  what  these  papers  are ;  that  is  very  vagae. 
— The  accounts  of  the  election  had  to  be  gone  through. 

The  Home  Secretary  entered  the  room  at  this  point, 
and  Mr.  Gave  told  Mr.  Green  that  his  examination 
would  be  suspended  for  a'short  time. 
^  Sir  William  Harcourt,  havingbeen  sworn,  said— At  some 
time  or  other  I  should  like  to  make  to  the  Commissioners 
some  observations  on  my  political  connection  with  Oxford 
from  the  beginning,  either  at  the  commencement  ur  at  the 
end  of  my  examination.  It  occurred  to  me  that  if  I  said 
now  what  I  have  to  say  it  might  possibly  answer  some 
questions  you  might  put  and  suggest  others. 

Mr.  Cave— That  is  just  the  very  thing  I  proposed  to  ask 
you  to  do. 

Sir  William  Haroourt— If  yon  will  allow  me  to  do  so  it 
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will,  perhaps,  MFe  time  and  trouble.  I  should  like  to  state 
that  my  political  oomiection  with  Oxford  began  in  the 
Tear  1868.  It  was  a  natnraU  connection.  My  family 
beloag  to  that  Coanty,  and  my  uncle  was  are  presentative 
of  it  after  the  first  Bttform  Bill.  I  began  as  the  colleague 
of  Mr.  Card  well,  which  I  always  regarded  as  of  great 
advantage  to  me,  as  he  was  a  man  of  experience  and 
caution  ;  his  agent  was  Mr.  Thomas  Mallam,  who  is 
highly  reepected,  and  he  U  a  verv  cautions  election  agent. 
My  election  agent  was  Mr.  R.  S.  Hawkins.  I  should  mention 
that  previoosly  to  my  first  candidature  for  Oxford  it  had 
been  the  habit  for  every  candidate  to  have  a  separate 
agent  and  a  separate  party  ;  they  stood  as  it  were  on  their 
own -bottom.  I  objected  to  that,  and  said  I  would  only 
stand  on  the  basis  of  a  joint  candidature,  and  for  the  first 
tims  we  stood  as  joint  candidates  for  the  Liberal  interest, 
and  though  we  each  had  sgent^  they  were  really  joint 
agents  and  acted  jointly.  I  put  the  matter  in  that  form 
and  it  was  adopted,  and  by  joiat  expenditure  I  mean  joint 
agents,  joint  expenditure,  and  so  on.  Everything  was 
done  absolutely  in  common.  Then  I  worked  ou  the 
system  of  an  elaborate  canvass ;  I  went  to  every  house. 
The  election  lasted  many  months,  and  I  made  myself 
acqaainted  with  everybody  ia  Oxford,  and  we  had  a  very 
large  majority.  I  forget  eiactly,  but  I  thiak  it  was 
somewhere  about  1,500.  I  found  that  Oxford  was  natu- 
rally a  Liberal  constituency ;  that  is  my  impression  and 
belief  about  it.  We  went  on  in  that  way  until  about  the 
year  1872,  and  then  I  think  we  first  became  aware  that 
there  was  an  intention  to  contest  the  City  in  the  Con- 
servative ioturest.  I  can't  give  the  exact  date  to  you,  but 
I  know  about  that  time  the  Liberals  were  rather  losing 
ground  in  the  municipal  elections,  and  I  should  8%y  hera 
that  the  municipal  elections  in  Oxford  are  really  pelitical 
elections.  In  some  places  they  are  not,  and  ia  some  places 
they  are.  In  Oxfurl  th&y  are  fought  on  pure  political 
lines.  It  was  then  I  first  became  •  aware  tn%t  Mr.  Hall 
was  likely  to  bu  a  candidate  in  the  Conservative  interest ; 
he  was  a  very  formidable  candidate,  and  bad  a  strength 
which  nobody  else  had.  He  was  a  neighbour  and  a 
popular  man,  a  Master  of  Foxhounds,  and  a  part  owner  of 
a  brewery,  which  gave  him  a  condiderable  influence  ia  the* 
town,  because  almost  entirely  the  publichouses  were  on 
his  side,  and  I  preBum<»  both  bis  and  tho ^e  of  his  friend  and 
supporter,  Mr.  Morrell,  would  be  so,  and  I  wa^,  therefore, 
perfectly  aware  that  when  the  contest  came  it  would  be 
a  serious  contest,  apart  from  considerations  of  party 
politics.  I  took  office  as  Solicitor-Greneral,  in  the  year 
1873,  and  I  was  elected  without  oppositioa  in  the  month 
of  December.  Then  came  the  first  election  in  1874. 
Probably  everybody  is  aware  that  the  Liberal  party  was 
then  rather  out  of  favour  ia  the  country,  and  I  remember 
Mr.  Card^ell  saying  to  me  when  I  first  came  to  Oxford, 
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and  which  I  found  afterwards  to  be  trae,  "  Oxford  ia  a 
very  good  poli||!0al  barometer.*'  It  was  an  average 
specimen  of  the  country— that  whichever  way  the  country 
went  generally  Oxford  was  likely  to  go,  and,  therefore,  we 
anticipated  a  severe  contest ;  but  at  the  same  time,  having 
had  uiat  great  liberal  majority  in  1869,  we  did  not 
believe  that  it  would  be  reversed.  That  iL  would  be 
diminished  we  were  certain.  Well,  it  was  rfttQfir  a  doee 
rnn.  Mr.  Cardwell's  majority  was  about  80,  and  I  think 
mine  was  about  double~I  forget  the  exact  figures.  Mr. 
Percivjd  Walsh  says  that  the  contest  was  against  me  on 
account  4^  my  uupopularity.  ^  I  was  not  conscious  of  that. 
Oa  the  firet  occasion  of  standing  I  was  a  new  man,  but  on 
the  occasion  to  which  I  refer  I  was  at  the  head  of  the  poll. 
What  I  am  going  to  say  is  my  own  conjecture,  but  I  do 
believe  that  there  was  a  very  much  larger  sum  spent  on 
their  side  on  the  first  election  in  1874  than  was  ever  spent 
before.  That  was  my  impression.  Then  upon  the  question 
of  colours  which  has  been  raised.  It  was  the  first  time 
that  Oxford  broke  out  into  colours.  I  remember  that 
Magdalen  Tower  was  in  blue  from  the  top  to  the  bottom. 
I  don't  say  the  colours  were  done  by  the  candidate,  or  even 
at  his  instance,  but  it  was  thought  an  advantage  to  have  the 
town  one  colour.  According  to  my  recollection,  but  I  do  not 
speak  positively,  they  had  it  all  their  own  way.  Magdalen 
Tower  was  all  blue,  Christ  Church  and  the  High  Street 
were  all  blue,  as  well  as  other  places.  Well,  then  Mr. 
Cardwell  went  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  the  whole 
thing  had  to  be  fought  over  again.  I  confess  that  my 
impression  and  belief  were  that  it  was  ndt  at  that  time  to 
the  interest  of  the  Liberal  Party  to  contest  the  seat.  I 
was  asked  to  become  a  party  to  bringing  forward  another 
candidate,  but  I  declined.  I  knew  the  thing  was  hopeless 
then.'  Mr.  Lewis  consulted  me  on  the  matter,  and  I  said 
to  him,  *'  If  you  ask  me  on  political  grounds  by  all  means 
fight,  but,  if  you  ask  ms  as  a  friend,  I  say  don't."  That 
was  the  advice  I  gave  him,  and  I  remember  also  saying 
that  the  cost  would  be  between  two  and  three  thousand 
pounds,  and  that  he  would  be  beaten  by  500.  The  result 
was  as  I  had  anticipated.  He  was  beaten  by  450,  and  the 
cost  came  to  about  the  sum  I  had  mentioned.  1  took  no 
personal  part  in  that  election.  I  do  know  that  there  was 
extraordinary  violence  used,  so  much  so  that  many  of  the 
canstituency  were  intimidated.  The  rowdyism  at  that 
election  was  such  that  people  could  not  go  home  with 
comfort— hardly  with  safety.  The  result  of  that  election 
was  as  I  expected ;  Mr.  Hall  was  returned  with  a  substantia) 
majority.  I  wish  to  say  that  I  accepted  the  situation,  as  I 
was  bound  to  do.  Mr.  Hall  and  I  always  acted  together, 
as  political  opponents,  on  friendly  and  personal  terms.  I 
think  he  has  mentioned  to  you  that  we  did  not  outbid  one 
another  in  subscriptions,  and  that  we  had  not  tried  to  cut 
one  another   out,  and  that  we  always  consulted  one 
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ftttotbmr  M  penonal  friendi.    So  thiogB  went  on  for  imo4x^ 
three  yean  after  the  election  of  1874,  and  I  wiih  to  msf 
here  that  I  was  determined,  ae  long  ae  I  thoaght  thiaga^ 
remained  in  that  ritoatioii,  to  he  no  party  to  enebnraging 
another  oontest.    I  told  all  my  friends  that  until  uiey 
aasared  me  there  was  a  dear  subetantial  Libenl  majoril^ 
I  would  not  dietorb  the  peace  of  Oxford.    I  resisted  fer 
several  ^ears.    I  can*t  call  te  mind  the  exact  date^  hot  yiott 
have  evidence  before  yon  when  the  greatoontest  took  piaee 
in  the  Novth  Ward.    The  leaders  of  the  Liberal  Pasty  in 
OidEord  were  vary  much  dissatisfied  with  the  rssnlt  of  the 
election  of  187^  and  having  had  two  Liberal  memtkeis- 
they  were  determined  to  retrieve  their  poeition.  That  waa- 
done  bv  active  well*conatrncted  organisation  through  the- 
Liberal  AsaoeiatioDB.    There  had  been  a  Liberal  Associa- 
tion in  1868  for  the  whole  town,  but  it  was  more  nominal 
tiianreal.  Afterwards  there  was  a  Liberal  Associationloim- 
ed  in  every  Ward,  and  there  were  active  members  of  these 
Associations  whose  business  it  was  to  canvass  everybody 
within  each  Ward  every  year,  and,  if  I  am  right,  to  report- 
every  Quarter.    There  were  books  in  which  men  who  were 
Liberals  or  Conservatives  were  entered,  and  the  books 
were  inspected,  and  I  was  invited  to  attend  the  annual 
meetings,  and  things  were  worked  out.    I  am  bound  to 
say  that,  as  far  as  the  Liberal  Party  was  oonoemed, 
the  organisation  was  perfectly  pure,  and  no  money  was 
spent  on  it  at  all.    It  was  under  entire  volunteer  leaders, 
as  far  as  I  know,  and  the  most  active  man  as  organiasr- 
was  Mr.  Buckell,  who  is  a  man  of  great  ability  and 
integritv. 

Mr.  Gave — Do  you  recollect  when  that  organization' 
was  set  on  foot? 

Sir  William  Harcourt — It  was  begun  almost  immediately 
after  the  elections  of  1874,  but  its  great  results  were  shown 
in  the  Municipal  conteets  in  the  North  Ward.  Mr.  Per- 
cival  Walsh,  the  Conservative  agent,  had  been  a  member 
for  the  North  Ward,  which  contains,  I  think,  more  than> 
2000  voters— more  than  one-third  of  the  oonstitncncy — 
and  to  carry  the  North  Ward  is  virtually  to  carry  Ozf oid, 
because  in  the  East  Ward,  the  next  largest,  ^ere  is  a 
strong  Liberal  majority.  The  question  was,  which  way 
would  the  Ward  go?  Mr.  Buckell  and  Mr.  Co<^er  were 
returned,  turning  out  the  Conservatives  for  the  North 
Ward,  and  from  that  moment  it  was  quite  plain  that  the 
tide  had  turned  in  favour  of  the  Liberal  party.  I  remember 
we  had  a  dinner  at  Oxford— an  annual  Liberal  dinner—tto 
celebrate  the  victories  in  the  North  Ward.  I  should  think 
tiiat  was  in  1877  or  1878,  and  then  I  said  to  the  party, 
**  You  have  the  predominance,  and  the  best  Uie  Associa* 
tlons  can  do  is  to  choose  your  own  candidate  ;'*  in  ffot 
tikey  had  established  themselves  to  do  away  with  the  eld 
system  of  wire-puUiog,  and  to  give  tiie  whole  Liberal- 
constituency  a  voice  in  the  ohcnce  of  a  oandidaftCi    They 
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■eleeted  Mr.  Chitty.  and  I  mnat  say  I  was  only  too  gladU^ 
waa  BO.  That  waa  the  way  that  Mr.  Ohitty  came  f orwa^ 
]^  has  been  said  that  I  distarbed  the  constitaency.  l^tt 
vaa  not  80.  I  consented,  as  I  was  bound  to  do,  to  accept 
the  choice  of  the  Liberal  constituency  for  a  contest. 

Mr.  Gave— Did  Mr.  Buokell  and  Mr.  Cooper  stand  1^ 
gather  for  the  North  Ward? 

S»  WDUain  Ha^oqrt— I  think  they  were  separate  co% 
teats,    ri orget  wittah  went  in  first. 

Mr.  Gave— In  two  separate  years  ? 

Sir 'William  Haroourt— I  think  so  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection*  Something  has  been  said  about  the  cost  .^ 
the  election— I  think  Mr.  Chitty  has  mentioned  it.  I  know 
Wil^n  he  came  to  me  and  asked  me  about  it  I  said,  "  It  wUl 
probably  cost  about  1500Z.  each ;  we  will  try  and  make 
it  less  if  we  can,  especially  in  the  printing ;  I  will  speak  t<^ 
Mr.  Hall  on  the  subject  and  see  if  something  can't  b(^ 
done  ;  it  is  a  foolish  waste  of  money."  I  spoke  to  Mpr* 
Hall,  but  all  elections  are  very  much  like  wars,  one  party 
firing  off  handbills  and  the  othev  answering  them,  and  U 
is  difficult  to  control  these  things  when  they  are  entered 
upon.  I  don't  wish  to  have  any  recrimination ;  som,^ 
people  say  we  began  the  printing — our  opinion  is  the  othej^ 
way.  That  was  my  impression  at  the  time.  I  knew  f  rem 
my  experience  of  the  place  what  it  was  likely  to  cost,  an4^ 
I  told  Mr.  Chitty  the  sum.  So  things  went  on  until  the 
beginning  of  1880.  We  went  down  to  Oxford  knowing 
that  a  General  Election  could  not  be  very  far  off,  althougS 
we  did  not  expect  it  quite  so  soon,  and  we  reviewed  the 
troops  and  went  to  the  Liberal  Associations,  and  the  result 
to  my  mind  before  the  dissolution  was  that  we  should  have 
a  majority  of  four  or  five  hundred.  That  was  according 
to  the  promises  and  the  canvass  books  taken  from  year  to 
year,  half-year  to  half-year,  and  three  months  to  three 
months.  They  were  put  down  as  promises  chiefly,  an(^ 
that  was  the  opinion  I  formed.  I  must  say  that  my  calou<^ 
lation  was  alw^s  formed  with  a  deduction  of  20  per  cent^ 
on  promises.  I  found  that  we  had  3000  promises,  and  th|9 
books  were  made  out  for  the  express  purpose  of  being  gone 
through  the  moment  the  dissolution  took  place,  and  people 
could  then  go  round  and  verify  them.  Then  came  the 
dis^lution,  and  here  I  wish  to  say  that  the  popular 
sentiment  was  as  much  in  our  favour  in  1880  as  it  hadbeexi 
adverse  to  us  in  1874.  That  was  the  general  feeling  whid|;i 
the  General  Election  showed  throughout  the  country,  t 
considered  that  the  feeling  was  decidedly  in  favour  of  th» 
Liberal  party,  and  it  satisfied  me  of  the  truth,  in  my 
opinion,  of  Mr.  Cardwell's  remark,  that  Oxford  was  a 
good  political  barometer.  I  went  into  that  election  witb 
the  confidence  that  we  should  realize  the  majority  I  speak 
of.  I  had  no  doubt  myself  that  we  should  have  a  majority 
of  400  or  500,  and  that  I  should  have  a  little  more  than 
Mr.  Chitty,  as  Mr.  Cardwell  had  had  more  than  I,  bein^ 
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the  old  member. '  Of  conrM  we  were  at  considerable  dis- 
advaatage  in  aU  these  contests.  I  don't  wish  to  lay  the 
l>lame  on  either  side.  We  always  laid  down  a  rule  never 
to  have  a  Committee  room  at  a  pabliohonse,  because  it 
was  difficult  to  restrain  treating.  They  were  all  on  the 
other  side,  either  as  official  Committee  rooms,  or  almost  all 
of  them  against  us.  The  first  election  wasfooght  very 
nmeh  i^terthe  fsshion  of  those  of 
was  then  my  agent,  Mr.  Ha^kins^^ 
Clerk",  and  Mr.  Thomas  Mgi^m^waT 
Bickerton  might  be  called  Mr.  Chitty's  agent,  whilst -Mr. 
Thomas  Mallam  was  mine.  Therefore^  our  two  agents 
were  these  gentlemen,  and  I  gave  as  strict  instructions  as 
on  former  occasions  to  keep  down  expenses  and  so  on. 
The  election  cost,  as  you  know,  very  nearly  the  sum  I  put 
down.  If  it  had  cost  much  more  I  should  haye  thought  it 
necessary  to  caref  ally  scrutinise  the  accounts.  I  tola  Mr. 
Chitty  that  I  thought  it  would  cost  8,0002.  I  do  not  believe 
that  Oxford  is  a  corrupt  place,  but  I  do  think  it  is  an 
extravagant  place  at  elections.  There  is  one  matter  I  affifst 
refer  to  in  connection  with  the  first  election  in  1830,  because 
it  had  olearly  a  bearing  upon  the  subsequent  election,  and 
that  is  the  story  of  the  forged  tickets.  It  came  to  my 
knowledge  in  the  course  of  the  first  election  in  April  that 
the  other  side  had  printed  tickets  in  imitation  of  our  tickets 
for  a  meeting.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  tone  of  Oxford 
was  so  changed  that  we  were  obliged  tc.>  gi^e  admittance 
to  our  meetings  by  ticket  to  prevent  disturbances,  and 
therefore  tickets  were  issued  by  the  Liberal  Associations. 
I  was  informed  that  a  man  whom  I  knew  to  be  an  agent 
of  the  opposite  party,  Mr.  Bennett,  a  dyer,  had  gone  up  to 
a  cabman  and  made  a  statement  with  reference  to  an 
intention  to  break  up  our  meeting,  put  out  the  gas,  and 
storm  the  platform.  I  immediately  desired  that  the  infor- 
mation should  be  sworn  to,  and  the  information  of  the 
cabman,  named  Grimmett,  was  taken  at  once  before  a 
Magistrate  by  my  directions.  He  said  in  effect—*'  This 
afternoon  I  was  at  the  cab  st'^nd  in  St.  Giles's  when  Ben 
Bennett  came  up,  and  said,  *  We  have  got  these  printed, 
and  we  want  them  put  about ;  we  mean  to  storm  .the  plat- 
form and  put  out  the  gas.'  Bennett  had  some  tickets  in 
his  hand  for  the  Liberal  meeting  to-night."  That  was 
sworn  to  and  signed.  I  then  directed  that  a  warrant  should 
be  taken  out  against  Bennett  for  attempting  to  commit'a 
breach  of  the  peace,  bat  Bennett  coi^d  not  be  found — ^he 
had  disappeared.  I  then  went  to  Mr.  Hall — and  I  entirely 
acquit  him  of  any  complicity  in  that  transaction,  but  it 
was  done  in  his  behalf  ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  these 
tickets,  and  we  knew  they  were  false  tickets— I  went  to 
Mr.  Qall,  I  say,  and  he  declared  his  complete  ignorance 
•of  the  matter,  and  also  declared  his  intention  and  desire 
to  do  all  he  could  to  stop  it  I  said,  "  I  think  yon  had  better 
tell  Mr.  Walsh  to  stop  it  if  you  wish  it  to  be  stopped.'* 
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(One  of  the  tickets  was  handed  to  Sir  William  Haroourt 
by  Mr.  Gave. )  Yes,  this  is  ene.  The  meeting  took  place, 
and  we  posted  policemen  at  the  door  of  the  building,  and 
directed  them  to  examine  all  the.  tickets,  and  we  seized 
between  50  and  60  of  these  false  tickets  in  the  hands  of 
the  people  as  they  were  presented  at  the  door.  There 
were  a  great  number  more,  but  they  did  all  they  could  t^^ 
withdraw  them,  but  there  were  so  many  they  could  fl^ 
get  them  all  withdrawn.  I  said  at  the  meeting  that  this 
was  an  attempt  to  disturb  and  overawe  the  meeting,  and 
I  said  in  my  speech  that  I  would  take  every  measure  to 
put  down  these  things,  and  I  and  Mr.  Ghitty  put  forward 
a  public  protest  against  such  conduct.  ,1  have  nothing 
more  to  say  about  that.  Each  of  these  men  who  had  the 
forged  tickets  was  taken  before  the  Mayor,  and  they  made 
statements  as  to  where  they  had  them  from.  The  warrant 
for  Mr.  Bennett  stopped  the  whole  thing.  I  have  no  com- 
plaint to  make  against  Mr.  Hall,  because  I  don^t  think  he 
had  any  cognizance  of  the  matter,  but  it  was  done  by  some 
of  his  agents  who  were  a  party  to  the  thing.  The  cnly 
complaint  I  make  is  that  after  the  knowledge  of  these 
forged  tickets  it  should  be  averred  that  this  was  a  pure 
invention.  Unquestionably  it  was  an  attempt  by  force 
and  fraud  to  overawe  the  meeting  and  the  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  the  constituency.  I  was  determined  both 
at  that  election  and  afterwards  to  take  all  measures  neces- 
sary to  prevent  such  a  transaction  as  that. 

Mr.  Gave— I  observe  that  the  genuine  one  bears  Mr. 
Bickerton's  signature ;  was  that  put  on  for  the  purpose 
of  detecting  which  were  genuine  and  which  not  ? 

Sir  Wm.  Harcourt— They  were  issued  by  the  Liberal 
Associations  of  each  Ward  to  their  friends,  and  Mr.  Bicker- 
ton  was  Secretary,  I  think,  to  the  East  Ward  Association.* 
He  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  others.  Each  Ward  Secre- 
tary signed  the  tickets  they  issued  in  order  to  prevent  any 
mistake  being  made.  That  was  the  ground  on  which  I 
went  to  tiJce  these  extraordinary  measures  for  preventing 
transactions  of  that  kind.  I  don't  know  that  I  need  say 
anything  about  the  first  election  of  1880.  There  is  a 
foolish  story  I  have  seen  referred  to,  and  I  don't  know 
whether  it  produced  any  impressson  on  your  minds.  It  is 
charging  me  with  personally  making  a  bet  with  Mr.  Laker 
on  the  election. 

Mr.  Gave—  That  is  withdrawn. 

Sir  William  Harcourt — The  facts  are  these.  I  happened 
to  go  into  Mr.  Laker's  shop  canvassing ;  he  is  a  humorous 
man,  and  he  began  ''chaffing"  me  about  the  narrow 
majority  of  Mr.  Waddy  at  the  Sheffield  election,  and  I 
said  "  We  shall  have  a  better  majority  next  time."  This 
was  on  the  day  after  the  election.  Mr.  Laker  kept 
*'  chaffing"  away,  and  said  *'  Mr.  Waddy  will  be  turned 
out  next  time."  There  was  a  firkin  of  Irish  butter  close 
At  my  feet,  and  I  said,  **  I  will  bet  you  this  firkin  he  isn't," 
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and  he  said  "  Done."  When  tihe  result  of  the  next  elec- 
tion was  made  known  I  leoelfed  a  regolar  invoioe  for<iAi# 
fiMa  of  batter  from  Mr.  Laker,  with  the  tare  and  tiei 
dednoted,  and  I  am  afraid  I  have  not  paid  for  it  yet.  The 
whole  thing  was  a  joke.  Well,  that  is  all  I  have  to  ovf 
ab<mt  the  first  election  of  1880,  except  as  to  the  resolt.  It 
ended,  as  yon  know,  in  my  haWxig  a  majority  of  abont  10^ 
aud  Mr.  Chitty  oi  about  10.  That  sorprised  me  w^tf 
mnob,-  and  formed  an  impression  that  our  majority  had 
been  very  much  cat  down  b^  illegitimate  influences.  I 
Hkink  from  our  canvassing,  wluch  was  very  carefully  taken, 
and  was  verified  very  carefully  after  the  dissolution,  that  we 
were  entitled  to  a  majority  of  about  400.  So  we  believed, 
and  I  was  very  much  surprised  at  the  result.  Then  I 
to<ik  office,  and  I  remember  I  went  down  to  Oxford  from 
Wiodsor  just  after  I  had  been  sworn  in,  and  I  then  heard 
there  was  to  be  a  contest,  and  it  was  mooted  all  about  the 
place  that  3,000{.  had  come  down  from  London  from  the 
Carlton.  I  confess  the  moment  I  .heard  of  it  I  anticipated 
exactly  what  afterwards  occurred.  I  knew  if  3,O0OL  had 
been  sent  down  from  London  it  would  bring  influences  to 
bear  on  the  constituencv  which  it  would  be  almost  im- 
possible to  resist.  I  am  bound  to  say  in  defence  of  Oxford 
that  I  believe  the  contest  was  forced  upon  Oxford  from  the 
outside,  and  I  don't  believe  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Con* 
servative  party,  or  Mr.Hall  himself,  to  light  on  that  oopa- 
sion.  I  daresay  that  Mr.  Evetts  and  Mr.  Walsh  knew 
t  o  that  if  the  3,0002.  had  not  been  sent  down  there  would 
have  been  no  contest.  The  result  is  summed  up  in  one 
sentence  of  Mr.  Percival  Walsh's  which  I  saw  in  the 
papers,  uttered  before  you,  "that  they  were  determined 
to  defeat  Sir  Wm.  Harconrt  at  any  cost."  It  was  not 
necessary  for  Mr.  Walsh  to  say  that.  I  knew  perfectly 
well  that  was  the  intention,  and  it  was  on  that  footing 
the  contest  was  fought.  I  had  jast  been  introduced  to  a 
very  laborious  office,  and,  consequently,  the  work  was  in 
arrear,  and  I  was  not  able  to  pay  that  personal  attention 
to  the  second  election  of  1880  as  I  had  to  former  elections 
in  Oxford,  and  knowing  and  feeling  what  the  probable 
result  would  be  I  was  naturally  anxious  about  it,  and  I 
wished  to  have  some  farther  assistaace  at  Oxiord.  I 
wished  to  have  persons  the  inost  capable  and  trustworthy, 
and  I  asked  Mr.  Scbnadhor«t,  of  JBirmingham,  whom  I 
knew  well,  to  go  to  Oxford  and  superintend  matters  and 
to  assist  me,  and  to  bring  with  him  such  assistance  as  he 
thought  necessary — clerks  and  other  people.  I  did  that 
not  through  any  mistrust  at  all  of  Mr.  Bickerton  or  of  my 
friends.  I  found  them  weary  with  the  former  contest  and 
rather  disheartened,  and  Mr.  Schnadhorst  came.  He  was 
not  able  to  come  the  first  day,  and  he  sent  Mr.  Nuttall,  and 
as  far  as  I  know  they  did  nothing  of  which  I  had  any 
right  whatever  to  complain.  I  believe  Mr.  Schnadhorst 
was  a  careful  and  prudent  man,  and  I  told  the  oonsti- 
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tlefloy'tbatt  there  was'  ne  tiNrable  or  expense  that  I  wovftcl 
ttet'f  o  to  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  prevent  violenoe  itt 
itHff  town,  and  also  te  prevent  fraud  and  oorraptien  if>  T 
4ould.  My  main  object  in  getting  these  gentlemen  from 
BlNninghara>  was  to  strengthen  my  staff  in  doing  both 
thMe  things.  I  must  express  my  belief  that  if  Mr.  Schuad* 
kdfab  and  his  legal  assistants  had  not  been  there,  instead 
of  being  beaten  by  50  I  should  hav«)  been  beaten  by  1€0; 
oonsideriDg  the  money  there  was  against  me.  In  spite*  of 
afi  the  trouble  we  took  to  empley  detectives  and  to  adopt 
every  measure  to  fini  out  if  corrupt  practices  were  going 
on  we  found  out  very  little.  I  never  heard  of  Mr.  Pegler 
until  he  was  revealed  before  the  Oommiesion.  We  had,  if 
I  recollect  right,  police  from  Birmingham  and  people  from 
AbingdoO)  but  I  certainly  did  not  consider  that  the  em^ 
ployment  of  people  to  prevent  our  meetings  being  broken 
op,  or  our  votenrs  from  going  freely  to  the  poll,  was  in  t^nf 
way  corrupt  or  illegitimate,  especially  as  thev  were  a  class 
of  people  whose  votes  could  not  be  influenced  by  it,  seeing 
that  they  had  none ;  consequently,  they  were  free  from  cor- 
rupt employment  for  that  purpose.  There  is  one  other 
matter  which  I  ought  to  mention,  because  it  has  been 
referred  to,  and  that  is  the  question  of  the  breakfasts  on 
the  morning  of  the  polling  day.  I  knew  nothing  of  thett 
before  they  happened,  bat  this  I  do  wish  to  say,  that  they 
were  breakfasts  not  given  to  anybody  to  induce  them  tO 
vote,  but  the  men  who  had  them  were  the  pith  and  mar- 
row of  our  party ;  they  were  collected  together  at  six 
o'olock  in  the  morning  to  do  a  hard  day's  work,  and  their 
object  was  to  briog  men  to  the  poll,  and  not  to  be  influenced 
by  an  eighteenpenny  breakfast.  They  were  the  hardest 
workeni  in  each  Ward,  and  they  were  assigned  districts. 
I  remember  Mr.  Nuttall  saying,  "  We  must  have  500  men 
to  bring  our  party  up,"  and  anybody  who  knows  anything 
about  an  election  knows  the  difficulty  of  getting  some 
people  to  poll  at  all,  and  therefore  as  far  as  I  know  nothing 
was  done  in  the  smallest  degree  with  a  corrupt  motive  or 
corrupt  purpose.  I  am  told  that  in  Birmingham  it  is  the 
case,  but  I  don^  believe  there  is  any  corruption  in  it  at 
all.  Then  as  to  the  colours.  All  I  have  to  say  is  that  I 
know  nothing  about  the  colours  or  the  expenditure  for 
them.  I  think  it  is  a  very  foolish  wd  very  ridiculous  ex- 
penditure. People  seem  to  fancy  thi^t  if  a  ^town  looks 
blue  the  Tories  are  going  to  win,  and  that  if  a  town  looks 
red  the  Liberals  are  goin^  to  win.  There  was  a  foolish 
rivalry  in  that  matter,  which  I  think  began  in  1874,  and  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  see  some  way  in  which  it  could  be 
pot  an  end  to.  I  thiak  there  is  only  one  other  matter 
which  I  ought  to  refer  to,  and  that  is  the  question  of  the 
number  of  people  employed.  I  know  nothing  of  the 
details  of  thal^  even  at  the  first  election  in  1880 ;  neither 
alt  the  second  election  was  I  at  all  aware  of  it,  and  I 
know  nothing  of  it.    Of  course,  it  is  an  extremely  difficult 
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thing  to  determine  what  are  too  many  and  what  are  too 
few.  All  I  can  say  abontthe  matter  is  that  there  may  have 
been  some  people  who  were  paid  too  muoh  for  the  work 
they  did,  and  I  know  there  were  a  great  many  p<  ople  who 
were  paid  a  great  deal  too  little,  and  that  there  were  a 
great  number  of  people  in  Oxford  who  had  nothing  who 
worked  extremely  hard — ^a  great  nnmber  of  volunteer 
workers  belonging  to  the  Liberal  Aesoeiations  who  gave 
up  their  businesses.  Unquestionably  Oxford  always  has 
been,  as  I  call  it,  an  extravagant  place,  and  I  distinguish 
that  from  being  corrupt,  in  the  same  way  as  an  hotel 
might  be  extravagant,  when  people  during  a  race  week 
and  at  other  seasons  were  charged  heavier  prices  for 
everything.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  people  of  Oxford 
were  in  the  habit  of  making  a  harvest  out  of  ani  election, 
quite  apart  from  their  votes  being  bought,  or  matters  of 
employment.  That  has  been  long  the  practice  at  Oxford, 
and  one  was  expected  to  pay  more  heavily  for  printing, 
for  stationery,  and  for  everything  at  those  times,  and  it 
would  be  desirable  if  that  could  be  put  a  stop  to.  Cer- 
tainly, as  far  as  I  know,  I  am  not  cognizant  on  our  side  of 
the  corrupt  pmchase  of  votes  by  this  means.  I  feel  bound 
to  sav  that  I  always  have  a  kindly  feeling  for  the  place, 
which  always  has  shown  me  very  great  kindness,  and  I 
should  be  ve^  sorry  that  it  should  go  forth  from  me,  al- 
though beaten,  that  Oxford  is  a  thoroughly  corrupt  place. 
I  don't  think  so.  I  believe  there  are  on  occasions,  as  in 
most  places,  a  ceitain  amount  of  what  is  called  the 
residuum,  and  that  there  are  three  or  four  hundred  men 
who  are  influenced  by  money.  I  believe  that  to  be  the 
case.  I  don't  think  it  is  a  place  where  the  people  will  run 
after  money  for  their  votes,  but  when,  as  in  this  case,  the 
influence  of  outside  funds  and  a  large  sum  of  money  was 
brought  to  bear,  and  actually  forced  on  these  people,  they 
were  not  strong  enough  to  resi- 1  the  temptation.  There  is 
this  peculiarity  about  Oxford,  that  it  is  a^  very  poor  place, 
and  though  it  may  seem  a  paradox,  there  is  poverty  as  well 
as  a  rich  University  in  the  place.  It  contains  a  large  number 
of  hangers-on,  who  are  employed  for  six  months  in  the 
year,  and  during  the  other  six  have  rothing  to  do  at  all. 
These  people  are  necessarily  in  a  needy  condition,  and 
readily  become  a  prey  to  temptation.  With  reference  to 
the  employment,  all  I  can  say  is  that  I  had  as  agent  Mr. 
Thomas  Mallam,  who  had  experience  of  what  happened  in 
the  time  of  Mr.  Card  well's  petition  against  Mr.  Neate, 
ani  both  our  agents  had  special  instructions  not  to  employ 
more  persons  than  would  be  reasonably  required.  Of 
course  I  could  not  go  into  the  matter  as  to  how  many 
mt^ssengers,  clerki>,  and  canvassers  were  wanted,  bat  my 
own  opinion  was  that  the  accounts  were  oroperly  kept,  and 
thit  we  paid  no  more  than  the  publishea  accounts.  1  have 
n  tubing  else  I  think  to  say,  except  that  I  wish  to  bear  my 
testimony  to  the  agents  who  acted  on  my  behalf,  Mr.  T. 


447 

iMaUAin,  a  man  most  respected  io  Oxford,  and  to  Mr.  J.  J» 
BiokertoD,  the  Town  Clerk,  men  in  my  opinion  of  the 
lugh«8t  respectability  and  honour,  and  in  whom  I  have 
the  most  entire  confidence.  I  believe  if  this  elAction  had 
been  fought,  as  elections  had  been  fought  in  former  day?,, 
and  if  Mr.  Walsh  and  Mr.  Evetts  had  not  taken  the  part 
they  did— the  evidence  is  before  you  of  what  they  did — 
things  would  have  been  very  different  in  Oxford  to  what 
they  were,  and  as  respecting  the  members  of  the  Liberal 
AesooiatioDP,  Mr.  Buckell,  Mr.  Cooper,  and  others,  all  I 
can  say  of  them  is  that  I  believe  them  to  have  acted  from 
.the  purest  and  sincerest  motives.  Mr.  Buckell  is  a  very 
strong  and  ardent  politician,  and  has  worked  very  hard  for 
.the  Liberal  party  in  Oxford ;  he  wa?  in  charge  of  the 
North  Ward,  amounting  to  nearly  half  the  constituency, 
and  in  fact  he  had  the  heat  and  burden  fall  on  him.  I 
think  he  began  in  1874,  at  the  second  election. 

Air.  Cave— Not  in  1874  at  all. 

Sir  Wm.  Harcourt— I  did  not  know  him  until  after  that 
time.  I  became  acquainted  with  him  as  an  organiser  in 
the  North  Ward  in  municipal  elections,  which  were  the 
preliminaries  to  parliamentary  elections.  There  is  one 
other  matter  which  has  caused  a  great  deal  of  bitterness 
of  feeling,  which  I  regret.  I  refer  to  the  cartoon  of  Mr. 
Hall  at  the  election.  I  never  once  saw  that  cartoon.  It 
wae  put  up  at  one  of  the  Committee  rooms,  and  I  ordered 
it  to  be  pulled  down,  and  gave  directions  that  it  should 
never  appear  again.  It  was  a  gross  personality  and  im- 
proper, and  totally  inconsistent  with  the  relations  that 
existed  between  Mr.  Hall  and  myself.  I  stated  that 
publicly  in  Oxford,  and  I  wish  to  say  so  here.  I  think 
that  this  is  all  I  have  to  say,  except  to  answer  any  ques- 
tions. 

Mr.  Cave -Before  vou  became  a  candidate  in  1868  did 

fou  take  any  part  in  the  election  of  1857  ?— No.    I  did  not. 
was  at  that  time  at  the  Bar.    I  took  no  part^  in  that. 
You  have  told  us  that  before  1868  each  candidate  stood 
by  himself. — There  was  what  was  called  a  Neate  party,  a 
Cardwell  party,  and  a  Langston  party,  and  they  all  had 
their  respective  friends. 

Before  contesting  Oxford  did  yon  make  enquries  as  to 
what  the'expenses  of  an  election  were  likely  to  be  ?— Yes, 

Seneradly,  I  think  I  did.  I  consulted  Mr.  Cardwell.  I 
ad  the  offer  of  candidature  from  several  other  places,  but 
Mr.  Cardwell  rather  wished  me  to  come  to  Oxford,  which 
he  said  was  rather  an  expensive  place,  but  a  very  good 
eonstituency,  and  a  tiue  and  faithful  one.  That  was 
what  he  said,  and  my  impression  was  he  said  about  1,2002. 
I  see  in  the  General  Election  in  March,  1857,  his  ex- 
penses were  9372.— That  was  before  I  was  consulted. 

And  in  the  following  July  7852.— Oxford  was  com- 
paratively a  small  constituency  then,  and  it  was  in  the 
hands  of  wire-pullen. 


448 

l*he  1868  election  was  hnmedifttely  after  the  Befoftti 
BUIT-Yee. 

Tou  stood  jointly  with  Mr.  Oardwell,  bat  each  had  hk 
own  agent  ?— No.  I  used  a  wrong  expression  when  I  said 
eaeh  had  his  own  agent.  They  acted  together,  bnt  one 
considered  one  of  them  rather  more  his  agent  and  the 
other  rather  more  his,  Mr.  Mallam  had  been  Mr.  Oard- 
well's  old  agent,  and  each  acted  in  the  interest  of  both 
candidates,  and  we  divided  the  cost. 

I  see  according  to  the  returns  that  yon  paid  them  the  same 
mnonnt,  and  I  see  that  Mr.Gaxdwel(seemH  to  have  bad  two. 
<^I  can  explain  that :  that  was  an  old  gentleman.  Mi, 
Bmnner,  who  had  been  a  former  agent,  and  he  was  paid 
^  nominal  sum.  He  had  a  hundred  gnineas  as  a  oompU- 
mient  as  it  were.  There  were  two,  Mr.  Mallam  and  Mir. 
Hawkins,  and  one  was  regarded  more  my  agent  and  the 
other  more  Mr.  Cardwell's. 

How  came  you  to  go  to'Mr.  Hawldns  T — Well,.  I  should 
rather  say  that  Mr.  Hawkins  came  to  me.  He  came  on 
behalf  of  the  leaders ;  be  was  an  active  solicitor,  and  wife 
in  partnership  at  that  time  with  Mr.  Morrell,  who  is  a 
Conservative  and  a  solicitor.  He  came  to  me  and  said  the 
Liberal  party  wanted  a  candidate,  and  he  thought  I  should 
be  the  best  man,  and  he  applied  to  me  to  be  the  represen- 
tative of  the  Liberals  in  Oxford. 

Did  you  know  anything  of  Mr.  Hawkins  personally? — 
Ob,  yes  ;  he  was  a  man  I  had  the  highest  opinion  of. 

He  went  to  NewZealand  before  this  enquiry  commenced ; 
do  you  know  whether  his  leaving  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  election  ?— I  am  perfectly  certain  it  had  not. 
There  is  no  man  who  has  less  reason  to  present  himself 
before  you  than  Mr.  Hawkins. 

Did  you  see  the  published  accounts  of  1868  ?  We  have 
not  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Mr.  Hawkins.  Canyon  tell 
ns  what  were  the  amounts  spent  then?  We  have 
not  b^en  able  to  see  Mr.  Hawkins,  and  we  have  not  that 
information  on  the  subject  which  we  otherwise  should 
have  had. — I  shall  be  able  to  give  you  no  information  as 
to  that.  My  memory  is  not  veryif  resh  as  to  the  details,  but 
I  believe  every  expense  was  published.  He  satisfied  me 
that  the  money  had  been  spent,  and  I  paid  it.  It  was 
rather  less  than  I  expected  it  would  be. 

Did  you  make  any  inquiry  into  the  accounts  ?— In  that 
way  I  did,  and  I  was  satisfied. 

In  the  election  of  1868  there  seems  to  have  been  a  very 
largfe  expenditure  for  printing,  advertising,  and  stationery. 
Do  you  recollect  any  reason  for  that  ? — I  call  it  a  monstroos 
expense.  They  had  this  notion  that  when  I  had  made  a 
speech  it  should  be  printed  and  sent  round.  Then,  unfor- 
tunately, I  made  another  speech,  and  they  insisted  on 
printing  that  and  sending  it  round,  and  I  don't  believe  out 
of  6000  people  two  ever  read  them.  That  is  the  sort  of 
way  in  which  active  and  zealous  people  acted,  and  •nedid 
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BO^  like  to  dash  theu  spirits  when  they  said^  "  If  ■  you  gat 
HmH  ^ech  printed  tma'sehd  iii  roaod  ^oa  win  gat  ever  ko 
^aoy  YoteB."  That  wan  the  way  in  which  the  money 
iji^as  sfpent. 

' '  Have  you  any  details  of  the  expenditure  of  1868  ?— No. 
'Going  to  the  January  elecUon  of  1874,  which  was  the 
^t  elecltion  under  the  Ballot,  there  appears  in  Uiat  election 
i6  have  been  a  very  considerable  increase  in  the  Amount 
dbent  on  persons  who  were  employed  in  Oxford.  I  see  In 
^68  the  amount  spent  in  canvassers,  clerks,  and  messdn- 
^Hn  was  4432.;  in  1874  the  amount  spent  on  the  same  elate 
of  people  was  9352. — Well,  there  are  various  reasons  ifor 
that.  The  first  is  that  in  1868  the  whole  of  the  canvassing 
^t^  done  by  m^elf  day  and  night  for  four  months,  iuA 
With  'the  exception  of  a  man  I  took  with  me  to  keep  the 
canvass  book  there  were  vei^  few  people  employed.  It  vrtii 
a  long  time  about.  The  election,  it  was  then  thought,  woildd 
come  cff  in  June,  but  it  did  not  come  gS.  until  November. 
1  did  the  canvassing  myself,  and  trusted  nobody  else.  In 
1874  the  dissolution,  you  know,  came  very  sudderhly,  and 
(^ohsequently  it  was  impossible  for  me  and  Mr.  Gardwell 
to  do  the  canvassing  ourselves,  and  the  circumstance  dt 
Mr.  Hall  coming  out— we  knew  we  had  it  all  our  own  wa^ 
before— obliged  us  to  employ  a  much  greater  number  of 
people.  It  had  to  be  done  in  a  short  time  ;  it  was  a  severe 
contest,  and  it  had  to  be  decided'io  ten  days,  and  that  was 
one  reason  why  it  was  necessary  to  employ  more  people. 

I  think  the  figures  make  it  double  ? — It  doesnt  seem  to 
me  at  all  surprising. 

There  doesn't  seem  much  difiPerence  in  the  amount  paid 
to  canvassers.  I  see  the  amount  paid  in  1868  was  1512.,  and 
1642.  in  1874?— The  fact  is  the  lists  had  to  be  gone  throufi^ 
with  our  men  constantly,  as  it  was  necessary  to  see  that 
idone  of  them  had  gone  astray.  Each  man  bad  to  go 
round  every  day  and  see  that  they  had  not  been  **  got  at** 
aikd  seduced,  and  I  believe  tbey  were  legitimately  ein- 
ployed.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  there  is  not 
a  great  deal  of  work  for  a  good  many  men  to  do  iii  a 
constituency  in  the  condition  in  which  Oxford  was  i^ 
1874  and  1880. 

'  Can  you  tell  us  whether  any  more  money  was  provided 
in  1874  than  appears  in  the  accounts? — There  was  not. 

Bid  you  take  any  part  in  the  contest  in  whidi  Mr. 
Lewis  stood  ? — None  at  all. 

Was  there  any  material  difference  with  respect  to  tiie 
election  m  April,  1880,  and  that  in  January,  1874?— Th^ 
qonstituency  was  larger  and  there  were  more  people  to 
deal  with.  I  should  say  that  on  the  whole  party  epHnU 
wan,  if  possible,  higher.  Mr.  Hall  cometo  turn  one  6t  vak 
out  in  1874,  and  in  1880  we  came  to  turn  him  out.  Then 
was  more  violence  —  vehemence  is  a  better  word  —  itt 
th«  first  eleoUon  In  1880  than  in  1874.  That  is.my  iiu- 
pVt  ssioii. 
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There  !■  &  oonsiderable  increase  in  the  amonnt  spent  for 
•cemmittee  rooms ;  can  yon  explain  that  ?  In  1874  it  was 
1482.  and  in  1880  3211. — I  ooold  not  explain  to  yon  the 
details  of  it.  I  was  very  particular  in  insiBting  that  there 
should  be  no  superabondanoe  of  committee  rooms.  I  do 
not  believe  they  were  excessive,  because  I  was  constantly 
in  them.  I  aon*t  believe  there  were  more  committee 
rooms  than  were  absolutely  necessary  for  working  the 
districts.  If  you  go  to  the  outlying  parts  of  Oxford,  if 
^ou  start  from  Cowley  and  go  down  to  Hincksey,  which 
IS  a  distance  I  should  think  of  between  two  and  three 
miles,  you  will  find  it  extremely  scattered,  and  it  is  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  have  a  lot  of  rooms  at  different  places. 
I  think  I  can  speak  confidently  that  there  was  not  a 
superfluity  of  committee  rooms. 

Did  you  visit  all  the  committee  rooms  that  were  under 
Mr.  Buckell?— There  were  a  very  Isige  number  there. 

How  many  ? — He  had  the  North  Ward — St  Giles's  and 
St.  Thomas's.  There  were  two  committee  rooms,  as  far  as 
I  can  remember,  one  on  one  side  of  St.  Giles's  and  one  on 
^he  other,  and  there  was  a  head  committee  room  at  the 
liiberal  Hall.    How  many  others  were  there  ? 

There  were  eleven  altogether  in  the  North  Ward; 
where  is  Shelton's?— I  don't  know  Shelton's.  I  din't 
know  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  the  place  belonged. 
I  don't  know  where  it  is. 

la  Grea^  Clarendon-street ;  it  was  used  at  the  May 
election  solely  as  a  place  for  the  making  of  flags.  I  should 
like  to  know  what  was  done  there  ?— I  never  assisted  in 
the  manufacture,  and  have  no  personal  knowledge  of 
what  was  done. 

English's  committee  room  was  at  Osney ;  do  you  recol- 
lect that  ? — I  know  there  was  a  committee  room  there  ;  it 
is  the  district  beyond  the  railway.  Oxford  consists  really 
of  a  great  number  of  villages,  of  which  Osney,  Hincksey, 
and  Summertown  are  some. 

Corbett's,  Hollybush-row ;  probably  you  don't  recollect 
that  ?— No ;  I  don't  know  it. 

It  is  one  of  two  in  that  district  which  had  a  staff  :  the 
others  were  supplied  with  their  staffs  from  the'Llberal  Hall. 

Corbett's,  in  St.  Thomas's,  and  Lambert's,  in  St. 
Giles's,  had  staffs  of  their  own. — I  think  they  nearly  all 
had  staffs  from  the  Liberal  Hall. 

Do  you  know  Hicks's,  Wellington-street  ?— I  don't  know 
where  Wellington-street  is, 

Wellington- street  is  in  Jericho.  —I  did  very  little  canvass- 
ing there,  because  I  relied  so  entirely  on  Mr.  Buckell  and 
his  known  ability.    I  went  to  other  places. 

There  was  another  one,  Howkins's,  Hythe  Bridge- 
street  ?— I  know  Howkins's  place ;  it  ia  clpse  by  the  railway. 

And  then  there  was  one  in  St.  JohnVroad,  ManseU's  ? 
— I  don't  know  it.  I  was  not  in  the  North  Ward  much, 
•and  I  gave  very  little  personal  attention  there. 
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The  nmnber  of  persons  employed  in  ApriL  1880,  aeenui 
to  have  risen  cobsiderably,  from  161  in  1874  to  ^  in 
April.  Was  there  any  reason  why  there  should  be  that 
inorease ;  there  doesn't  seem  to  be  a  corresponding  increase 
in  the  amount  paid,  as  it  only  rose  from  9351,  to  1,129^  ? 
— If  you  ask  me  I  should  say  that  was  owing  to  the  oper- 
ation of  the  oiganization  I  have  spoken  of— the  Liberal 
Associations.  In  each  Ward  there  were  a  great  number 
of  persons  who  were  employed  all  the  year  round, 
not  paid,  but  volunteers,^  and  having  been  volunteers, 
they  expected  to  be  paid,  for  their  time  at  the  elec- 
tion. After  1874  the^  Liberal  Associations  organized 
themselves  upon  the  principle  of  each  man  having  ten 
persons  to  look  after,  to  see  whether  they  had  removed  or 
died,  and  then  to  mark  them  off,  and  also  to  ascertain  as 
far  as  they  possibly  could  what  their  political  opinions 
were.  The  consequence  was  that  it  had  been  our  object 
and  intention  to  spread  these  organ isations  and  make 
them  as  numerous  as  we  could,  and  we  have  these  men 
in  each  ward — I  should  think  in  the  North  Ward  there 
would  be  one  or  two  hundred,  and  thev  were  in  the  other 
wards  in  proportion.  That  would  lead,  in  my  opinion,  to 
the  employment  of  a  more  numerous  bodv  of  people.  I 
should  say  the  work  in  that  district  totally  differed  from 
our  opponents'.  Our  opponents  went  on  the  old  system — 
they  had  one  agent  to  do  everything.  Our  agents  were 
the  organisation  of  the  Liberal  Associations,  and  which 
system  was  the  most  successful  I  can't  say.  Our  agents 
were  really  the  people  who  were  the  organisation  nf  the 
Ward  Associations. 

Then  there  was  a  constant  canvass  going  on  ? — Yes.  All 
the  books  were  seen  to  up  to  the  time  of  election,  and  it 
had  been  going  on  for  two  or  three  years. 

One  would  expect  the  number  of  persons  employed  to 
diminish. — They  expected  if  they  did  this  work  that  they 
should  be  paid  for  it.  It  represented  really  the  Work  of 
several  years. 

As  regards  these  men  who  had  the  books. — I  don't  know, 
how  many  had  books.  I  know  a  good  many  had  them,  and* 
I  should  8ay  they  did  a  great  deal  of  work  for  very  little  pay. 

In  the  April  election  there  are  only  32  returned  as  can- 
vassers. The  great  bulk  cf  rhose  employed  are  messengms, 
although  they  are  sometimes  called  bill-posters,  messen- 
gers, or  detectives,  but  they  are  all  about  the  some  thing. 
— That  I  know  nothing  about. 

I  suppose  all  that  bill-posting  is  absolutely  unnecessary, 

Srovided  both  parties  abstain  from  it  ?  -l  don't  believe  it 
oes  a  bit  of  good.  Some  people  think  it  does.  I  have 
always  had  an  opinion  that  neither  printing  nor  speaking 
have  much  effect.  The  only  thing,  m  my  opinion,  which 
has  effect  is  personal  canvassing.  If  yon  see  a  man  and 
he  says  he  will  vote  for  yon,  I  think  that  is  the  mojt 
-effective. 

s  8  2 
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■0id  you 'hear  ftnpt^iqg  aboat  the  accoi;nt  of  Mr.  iSyeiis, 
tffUoir  aod.pTitfitter,  for  neckties  in  April,  ISSO  t-^X  d6p.'t 
jaio.w,;it  msHy  have  been  xmoog  the  bills.  \  ^ 

^oey  wi^r»  st^id  to  be  sent  to  the  central  bdiii'mffitae 
[  ^ropm  and  dibtributed  from  there,  and  that  Mi.  Ohi'ti^  Jiad 
tl^aocoqnt.-^ I  believe  I  did  have  rosettes  myself.  Ihad 
pi^e  fts  big  as  a  warming  pan,  as  somebody  has  said.  It  is 
quUe  true.  We  wore  colours  then,  and  We  did  in  1868. 
Al^ough  we  aid  not  cover  the  place  with  colours,  rosettes 
fkU^  heckites  were  worn,  and  people  had  even  pocketfar&nd- 
kerchief s  and  photographs  as  showing  their  feelings. 

Tou  tell  U8  there^  was  a  large  'display  of  blue  coldurs 
at  the  general  election  qf  1874  ;  I  was  under  the  impres- 
sion that  was  at  the  bye-election. — Ko,  I  was  not  at  the 
bye-election.  Magdailen  Tower  was  blue  Jfrom  top  to  bot- 
tom, and  High- street  was  hung  with  blue  from  aliiioBt 
•very  window. 

Dp  ^ou  know  anji^thing  about  Mr.  Buckell^  incurring 
liabilities  for  flags  m  the  election  of  1880,  or  any  paynieiit 
to  what  is  called  the  Liberal  Defence  League.  Did  y6u 
know  anything  of  15^.  10s.  being  paid  to  a  number  of  per- 
sons 7-r-lfo,  I  am  bound  to  say  I  don't  wish  to  in  any  w^y 
disavow  Mr.  B  ackell  or  anything  he  has  don  e.  From  e ve^- 
thing  I  have  seen  of  Mr.  Buckell  I  am  bound  to  say  he  Is  a 
genuine,  honest  man.  I  will  say  that  of  him  ;  he  is  a  m^n 
of  strong  political  opinions,  very  energetic,  and  a  man  not 
capable  of  doing  anything  illegitimate  or  corrupt. 

With  reference  to  the  May  election  the  number  of  per- 
•ons  employed  was  500,  as  against  365  at  the  April  elec- 
tion, and  161  in  1874  ? — In  the  May  election  and  the  other 
election  I  feel  I  had  considerable  personal  responsibility, 
because  I  took  a  great  part  myself  and  interested  myself 
very  much     Li  the  May  .election  I  relied  on  men  who 
from  previous  experience  I  thought  were  best.    I  think  I 
did  look  at  what  was  the  total  cost  of  the  May  election, 
and  if  I  had  seen  that  it  greatly  exceeded  what  1  expected 
I  should  have  thought  it  necessary  to  make  some  investi- 
gation.   I  know  I  intended  to  spend  more  on  the  May 
dection  than  on  the  April  election,    because  I  brought 
these  gentlemen  from  Birmingham  deliberately  to  fight 
against  the  money  which  I  was  told  had  been  brought 
down.    I  kne^w  pothin  g  could  resist  that  except  strengthen- 
ing our  organization  in  every  possible  way,  and  therefora 
J  had  Mr.  scl^hadhorst  and  his  assistants  down  to  detect 
if  thj»y  could  any  corruption.  They  had,  in  fact,  the  general 
•upennteiidence  of  the  whole  work  at  the  Comxuittee  rooms, 
and  I  therefore  knew  I  was  incurring  an  expense  of  several 
hundreds  of  pounds  more  for  that  purpose  than  in  April. 
I  asked  how  much  tiie  Birmingham  staff  cost,  and  was 
told  3002.    We  thought  it  right  to  pay  our  own  expend, 
and  we  never  received  a  contribution  from  any  other 
wmroe. 
Apart  from  the  expenses  of  the  Birmingham  men  there 
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MAiBf  bofe  little  differoDce  between  the  two  eleotipos  T— 
That  WAS  the.  main  point  looked  at,  and  I  know  tbete  was 
additional  expenditure  for  the  Birmingham  men.  I  thought 
X  jpouJid  do  BO,  and  I  made  no  secret  about  it  that  1  had 
these  meh  tnere  to  resist  extraordinary  and  undue  pressure 
b^ing  bKynght  upon  us. 

^'j^reat  deal  of  the  employment  may  be  done  in  em- 
plfigdng  men  on  the  polling  day  only,  and  that,  of  course, 
^buld  lead  to  a  large  emplojrment  at  a  comparatively 
small  expenditure.  I  notice  at  the  April  election  that 
while  36^  men  were  employed  and  the  sum  paid  was  l,12d(., 
at'llie  May  election  500  men  were  employed  and  the  sum 
pai^  was  only  a  few  pounds  o^er  a  thousand.—  That  I  can 
t^l  vou  nothing  about.  I  can  tell  yon  no  details  of  the 
lla^'  election.  As  I  told  yon  before,  when  Mr.  Chitty 
oame  to  me  we  estimated  that  an  election  at  Oxford  would 
co^t^dOdOZ.  on  each  side,  but  that  we  would  tij  and  reduce 
it  If  we  could.  Wlien  I  found  an  election  did  not  exceed 
tJI^VI  felt,  aliliough  it  was  very  extravagant,  diBposed  to 
think  that  no  improper  practices  occurred. 

When  was  an  effort  made  to  reduce  the  expenses  7 — 
Imsaediately  after  the  dissolution  I  asked  Mr.  Hall  to  see 
if  we  could  do  something  to  keep  down, the  expenses,  apd 
•|»JpiaIly  with  regard  to  printing. 

Have  you  any  idea  as  to  the  expenses  of  the  breakfasts 
i^  M^y  at  Oxford?— I  don't  know,  beyond  what  I  have 
react.  My  notion  was  that  Mr.  Nuttadl  told  me— as  our 
c}6io(plaint  at  the  election  in  April  was  that  our  men  were 
late  on  th.e  ground,  and  our  opponents  were  before  U9— 
tb^_  we  were  going  to  have  our  men  there  at  six  o'clock  in 
the.  xporning  all  ready.  I  heard  nothing  about  breakfasts 
the^,  and  X  don't  believe  there  was  a  single  man  whos^ 
Yot9  w,ei»  influenced  by  the  eighteen-penny  breakfasts. 
They  had  to  bring  up  other  voters. 

Jjo  3r6u  know  of  any  expenditure  beyond  that  which' 
appmB  In  the  accounts?— No. 

The  anaoui^t  expended  for  flags  you  know  nothing 

A  sum  of  about  5502.?— They  are  just  as  useless  as  the 
printing. 

Do  you  know  anything  about  Mr.  Young  ?— Yes. 

W^t  part  did  he  take  in  the  election  of  May  ?— I  should 
thiok  he  took  part  in  it  because  he  has  always  been  one  of 
Gtnr  most  active  men.  He  was  a  canvasser  and  a  popular 
map,  and  the  flrst  time  I  went  to  Oxford  in  1868  I  knew 
him.  He  and  Mr.  Turner,  who  is  since  dead,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  were  two  of  my  best  canvassers. 

Yon  remember  receiving  a  copy  of  an  account  from  Mr. 
Bickerton,  mainly  with  regard  to  personation  cases.  Wa« 
that  woylp  done  at  your  personal  request?— No.  I  knew 
there  were  personation  cases,  but  I  knew  nothing  moM 
than  that. 

Mr.  Cowie— Wm  your  attention  ever  called  to  i^iy  e>- 
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panditare  that  wm  not  in  the  pnhlished  aooonnts? — ^WeQ. 
I  WM  thinking  there  was  some ;  the  two  elections  lapped 
oyer  into  one  another,  and  when  I  paid  the  cheques  it 
Memed  to  me  that  they  came  to  the  sum  of  502.,  oN.,  or 
707.  more  than  the  published  accounts.  I  was  y^ery  careful 
f  I  keep  back  my  last  payment.  I  was  told  that  1751.  was 
tha  balance  due,  and  I  paid  that,  and  when  I  came  to 
compare  the  cheques  I  had  paid  with  the  accounts  I  saw 
that  the  whole  of  the  chequ'  s  put  together  amounted  to 
about  60^  or  so  more  than  the  published  accounts.  I 
Ksked  how  that  was,  and  I  was  told  it  wa^  my  share  of 
that  account  from  Mr.  Bickerton,  and  that  satisfied  me. 
I  was  under  the  impression  at  the  time  that  I  paid  no  more 
than  the  published  accounts  amount  to.  The  cheques 
were  drawn  from  time  to  time  as  the  payments  were  going 
on.  I  gave  lump  sams  of  money,  and  gave  a  cheque  for 
the  balaoce,  and  I  did  not  enquire  as  to  what  it  was. 
^Vhen  the  cheques  were  added  up  some  months  afterwards 
I  found  this  excess,  and  on  asking  what  it  was  for  I  was 
told  it  was  mv  share  of  that  account. 

That  was  all  you  knew  about  it ;  you  did  not  know  the 
details  of  the  expenditure  ? — No. 

Before  you  represented  the  City  of  Oxford  hai  you 
subscribed  anything  to  the  local  institutions  and  charities 
there  ?— No.    • 

We  have  heard  from  Hr.  Chitty  that  since  he  has  been 
your  colleague  arrangements  have  been  made  that  yon 
should  subscribe  equal  sums  ? — ^Yes,  I  ^ways  did  that  with 
Mr.  Oardwell. 

Had  you  a  similar  arrangement  with  Mr.  Hall  ? — No 
arrangement  in  fact,  but  there  was  a  sort  of  general 
understanding  that  we  should  not  run  against  one  another. 

Did  yon  subscribe  to  the  Reform  Club  ? — I  gave  to  tiie 
Races,  the  Volunteers,  Regattas,  and  other  odd  snm»  g^ven 
in  that  sort  of  way.  if  there  was  an  agricultural  meeting 
there  I  would  give  a  subscription  to  help  that.  I  should 
think  the  average  would  be  about  1007.  or  1507.  a  year. 

Had  you  any  other  subscriptions ;  did  you  subscribe  to 
a  building  fund  ? — No. 

We  had  a  ticket  produced  before  us  in  \frhich  you  were 
put  down  Ob  having  subscribed. — There  might  have  been 
things  that  I  subscribed  to,  but  Aid.  Carr  used  to  see  to 
them ;  I  left  it  to  his  discretion. 

It  was  in  the  April  election,  you  told  us,  that  violence 
was  anticipated  at  the  meeting  for  which  the  invitation 
tickets  were  issued  ?— Yes ;  when  a  person  informed  me 
that  the  instructions  were  to  put  out  the  gas,  storm  the 
platform,  and  thrash  Sir  William  Harcourt,  I  naturally 
wished  that  all  precautions  shonld  be  taken. 

Was  there  any  other  violence  or  rioting  during  the 
eviction,  did  you  notice  ? — There  would  have  been  if  we 
h  H>1  not  taken  precautions.  I  was  determined  that  th» 
pi  .09  should  not  be  brutalised  as  it  was  in  1874. 
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Kotwithfltanding  the  Btepa  that  were  taken,  did  you 
notice  aoy  violenoe  ?— No,  I  did  not  notice  anything.  We 
had  the  means  for  resieting  anything  of  the  kind.  I  had 
taken  great  precautions  in  that  way. 

There  were  88  special  constables  sworn  in  at  the  first 
election.— That  arose  from  the  Lewis  election  of  1874, 
when  the  town  was  disgraced. 

Was  there  anything  occurred  on  the  polling  day  at  the 
May  election  which  led  you  to  think  there  might  be  a  dis- 
turbance?—I  anticipated  throughout  that  unless  pre- 
cautions were  taken  violence  wonld  arise,  and  I  was 
determined  it  should  not  be,  and  that  the  constituency 
shoald  not  be  overawed. 

The  assistance  from  Birmingham   only  came  on  the 

foiling  day? — ^That  was  when  T  anticipated  a  disturbance, 
n  Gloncester  Green,  unless  the  greatest  precautions  had 
been  taken,  there  wonld  have  been  violence.  That  was 
my  belief. 

When  you  saw  Mr.  Schnadhorst  was  the  subject  of  the 
employment  of  people  specially  mentioned  ? — No ;  he  had 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  that. 

He  gave  us  to  understand  that  it  was  mentioned. — I 
have  no  recollection  of  it.  I  looked  on  Mr.  Schnadhorst 
as  a  general  adviser  and  organiser,  and  I  understo6d  that 
any  employment  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bickerton.  I 
knew  very  little  of  the  details.  One  of  the  many  things 
we  wanted  Mr.  Schnadhorst  to  do  was  to  find  out  if  corrupt 
practices  were  going  on,  and  the  number  of  people  that 
were  being  employed.  The  main  object  in  having  him 
there  was  to  detect  what  was  going  on  on  the  other  side. 

Did  you  observe  at  the  previous  election  that  a  great 
number  of  people  were  employed?— It  was  ver>  difficult 
to  tell.  What  we  wanted  to  do  was  to  watch  the  public- 
houses,  and  see  if  people  we^e  employed.  The  information 
idven  to  me  led  me  to  believe  that  the  publichouses  were 
full  on  the  polling  day.  * 

Had  you  any  special  communications  with  Mr.  Buckell 
at  either  of  the  elections  ?— I  saw  him  constantly. 

Did  you  give  him  particular  instructions  with  regard 
to  employment  ?— No,  I  trusted  Mr.  Buckell  implicity.     I 
said  "You  are  in  charge  of  the  North  Ward.**    He  is 
called  "The  Little  Corporal,**  and  I  left  things  entirely  to 
him. 

At  the  second  election  yon  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
number  of  people  employed  ? — No. 

Mr.  Buckell  has  been  very  candid  and  has  told  us  that 
in  his  opinion  if  the  other  side  employed  peopln  and 
the  Liberals  did  not,  the  side  that  did  not  wonld  lose  the 
election.    Did  he  express  that  opinion  to  you  ?— No. 

Were  any  applications  made  to  you  personally  for 
employment  at  either  election  ? — No. 

Ana  did  you  recommend  anybody  for  employment  ? — 
No.    My  answer  always  was,  "You  must  go  to  Mr. 


456 

i^iflkertoD  or  the  Central  Oommittee  Koom.'*  I  d^h't 
■appose  that  Mr.  Biokerton  was  responsible  for  the  Nor^ 
Ward.  I  think  it  wa<)  decided  that  Mr.  Backell  shoold  hk 
fesponstble  for  that.  Mr.  BackelFs  position  was  so  good 
lit  the  Korth  Ward  that  he  took  charge  of  it  aa  oon|- 
ihander-in-chief. 

As  far  as  yourself  and  your  colleague  are  concerned  no 
contribution  was  ever  made  to  the  funds  from  any  oth^r 
source  than  your  own  private  sources  ?— Ko. 

In  the  case  of  the  bye-election,  when  Mr.  Lewis  was  a 
candidate,  there  was  an  exception  ? — ^Yes.  I  think  Mc 
Cardwell.  on  being  called  to  the  House^  of  Lords,  and  on 
leaving  the  constituency,  made  a  contribution. 

Is  that  the  only  case  of  the  kind  you  know  of  ? — I  know 
of  no  other. 

Ton  are  probably  aware  of  some  evidence  having  been 
given  before  us  as  to  the  mone^  sent  from  London  having 
opme  from  a  fund  there  ? — Yes,  I  heard  that. 

Bir  William  Sart  Dyke  was  examined  before  us,  and  he 
said  there  was  a  similar  fund  on  the  Liberal  side.  Is  it 
^dthin  your  knowledge  that  there  is  such  a  fund? — I  know 
nothing  of  it,  and  I  never  heard  of  such  a  thing. 

Your  name  ha^  not  been  mentioned  in  connection  with 
it  in  any  way.  We  were  told  by  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke 
fhafethis  fund  was  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  formed  oi 
the  "  whips'*  of  the  party. — The  "  whips"  may  know  of  ii; 
1^  don't. 

At  the  time  of  the  last  General  Election  Mr.  Adam  wap 
the  "whip"  of  the  party? — He  was,  and  he  is  gone  to 
Madras. 

Mr.  Kidlby — Did  you  pay  a  visit  to  the  St.  Aldate's  or 
the  St.  Ebbe's  districts  during  the  election  ?— Yes. 
,  ^  Do  you  remember    anything   about  a  person  named 
Costar  ?    He  seems  to  have  been  introduced  to  you  at  the 
oommittee  ro<An.— No. 

Yoo  have  no  recollection,  have  you,  of  him  ? — No. 

He  said  he  went  to  the  committee  room  to  get  a  job,  and 
^bat  he  was  introduced  to  you.— It  would  be  contrary  to 
my  usual  practice  to  allow  such  a  thing  to  be  done. 

Do  you  know  Mr.  Webb  ?  -Yes. 

Do  you  know  that  persons  who  were  employed  at 
elections  were  in  the  habit  of  voting  ?— I  can't  say  that  I 
knew  it.    I  can^t  say  I  did  not  suspect  it. 

Did  it  ever  occar  to  you  that  the  payment  to  memberi 
4]|  the  Associations  for  work  done  really  forfeited  their 
votes? — Of  course  they  ought  not  to  have  done  so. 

You  did  not  take  any  steps  to  prevent  it.  Did  you 
believe  that  Mr.  Bickerton  knew  anything  about  it?— 
No. 

As  I  understand  you,  you  regard  canvassing  as  the  best 
ageiacy.  in  eUctioneering  to  get  votes  ?  —I  am  certain  of  it. 
It  varies  in  different  places,  but  in  Oxford  it  is  the  on(y 
thing.    In  some  places  it  would  be  impossible. 


Then  yon  regard  flags,  colours,  and  printitig  as  »b>- 
flOl^tely  useless  ?— All  nonsense. 

And  that  the  real  work  to  be  done  is  by  the  candidates 
tbemselves  ? — ^Yes. 

Tlien  no  persons  need  to  be  employed  at  all  ? — It  de* 
bends  on  the  time.  In  1868  I  went  to  every  single  maiu 
if  you  cf6i*t  canvass  yourself  you  must  set  other  people 
to.  do  it. 

But  don't  you  want  messengers  ?— You  can't  do  it 
yourself.  I  know  Mr.  Schnadhorst  entirely  thought  that 
the  Buccees  of  an  election  was  due  to  getting  voters  up  on 
tibiB  day  of  the  poll,  and  I  should  not  have  done  so  well  but 
f6r  the  vigour  of  the  members  of  the  Associations  in  doinc 
so.  There  are  so  many  people  who  will  not  vote  at  aU 
unless  they  are  looked  ftfter. 

There  was  no  row  in  the  Cowley  district  that  you  know 
anything  about  ?— There  was  a  little  disturbance  one  nigbt 
when  Mr.  GLitty  and  I  went  down  to  speak  on  the  Plain 
In  St.  Clement's. 

One  witness  told  us  that  you  said  a  row  was  going  on 
in  the  Cowley  district? — ^There  was  a  row  one  night  at  a 
meeting,  but  not  on  the  polling  day. 

Mr.  George  Mallam  said  that  on  the  polling  day  yea 
sent  hira  down  in  a  cab  to  Cowley  ;  there  was  a  great 
row.— I  suppose  I  got  a  message  probably  to  say  that 
something  wrong  was  going  on,  and  I  sent  Mr.  George 
Mallam,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  Cowley  district. 

You  don't  agree  that  parties  in  Oxford  are  evenly 
balanced  ?  —No,  I  don't.  I  believed  that  against  any  man 
but  Mr.  Hall  there  is  a  Liberal  majori^  of  at  Jeast  a 
thousand  in  Oxford,  but  that  against  Mr.  Hall  there 
would  not  be  a  Liberal  majority  of  more  than  400  or  600. 
Mr.  Hall,  with  his  personal  influence,  was  500  votes  better 
than  any  other  man. 

Do  you  think  the  Ballot  made  any  differMice  ?— No,  I 
don't. 

Mr.  Cave — There  is  a  matter  which  has  created  some 
interest  in  Oxford.  Have  you  heard  of  any  forged  ballot 
papers  at  the  May  election  ?— No,  I  have  never  heard 
axiything  at  all  about  them. 

xon  never  heard  any  saggestion  of  their  being  In  the 
ballot  boxes  ?~With  the  exception  of  what  I  have  read. 
It  was  never  mentioned  to  me  at  all. 

Did  you  see  any  indication  of  corrupt  emplojnment  on 
the  Conservative  side  dnring  your  convass  ? — It  is  difficult 
to  say  that.  The  general  impression  was  that  it  was  so. 
From  the  moment  I  heard  of  this  lai^e  sum  of  money,  and 
knowing  Oxford  as  I  do,  I  anticipated  that  it  would 
happen.  I  knew  if  Mr.  Walsh  and  Mr.  Evetts  got  money 
for  an  election  that  it  was  in  great  peril. 

Among  the  higher  class  of  tradesmen  do  you  find  more 
liberals  than  Conservatives  ? — No,  I  should  not  say  th^t. 
1  should  think  they  are  Conservatives  a  great  many  of 
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tiMm,  and  it  beam  out  my  opinion  of  Oxford  having;  a 
Liberal  population  that  the  Liberals  have  for  a  long  time 
had  the  majority  in  the  Municipal  Council  and  control  of 
the  affairs  of  the  City.  People  who  take  prominent 
places  in  public  affairs  in  Oxford  are  Liberals.  Some  of 
the  respectable  high-class  tradesmen  of  Oxford  are  Con* 
■er^atives.  I  have  not  forme  i  an  opinion  as  to  the  effect 
of  the  Ballot  on  the  constituency. 

Pid  you  give  any  .instructions  about  the  out-voters  ?— 
Of  eoursp,  they  wtire  looked  after. 

Sir  William  Harcourt's  examination  having  concluded, 

Mr.  Green  was  re-called,  and»Mr.  Cave  said— Can  you 
gi?e  us  some  distinct  notion  of  what  you  did  between  the 
elections?— It  was  such  clerical  work  as  those  who  had 
the  conduct  of  the  election  asked  jue  to  perform. 

Can  you  tell  me  anything  you  did ;  yuu  were  being  paid 
alSout  IL  a  day  ?— I  had  no  arrangement  by  the  day. 

But  you  got  11.  a  day  ?— It  was  on  account  of  what  I  did 
at  the  election  and  not  between.  ^  What  I  did  between  the 
elections  might  have  been  taken  into  account,  but  what  I 
was  paid  fur  was  what  I  did  in  the  ten  days. 

I  want  to  know  what  it  was  you  did  to  make  it  necessary 
to  pay  42.  a  day? — It  was  important  work. 

What,  making  out  these  lists  ? — Yes. 

It  was  work  you  did  before  at  51.  a  week  ?— It  was  con- 
fidential work  and  hard.^ 

Bid  you  give  any  receipt  for  the  money  ?— I  did  at  the 
first  election,  and  I  think  not  at  the  second.  I  was  paid 
in  three  instalments. 

You  have  no  receipts  for  any  one  of  them  ? — I  think  not. 

Nor  for  the  balance  ?— No. 

Were  you  never  aaked  ?— I  was. 

Did  you  send  in  an  account  ?— I  did,  but  I  never  gave  a 
receipt. 

When  did  you  get  the  151.  from  Mr.  Draper  ?— I  think 
within  a  few  days  of  the  election— shortly  after  the  close 
of  the  election.    The  151.  was  between  the  two  elections. 

Did  you  give  a  receipt  ? — I  think  not ;  it  was  not  the 
whole  of  the  balance,  but  a  payment  on  account. 

Did  any  one  assist  you  in  your  work  ?— Occasionally  I 
had  one  of  the  clerks. 

Did  you  pay  anybody  money  at  all  before  or  after  the 
election  ?— If  I  did  I  wa<)  instructed  to  do  so  by  Mr. 
Walsh  or  Mr.  Draper.  I  paid  none  of  the  Z8l.  away  to 
anybody.  That  included  travelling  expenses.  I  waa 
constantly  more  or  less  in  cabs.  Perhaps  82.  out  of  the  382. 
went  in  that  way  in  going  to  the  different  Committee 
rooms  to  get  the  marked  registers. 

Why  did  you  not  send  a  messenger? — It  was  one  of 
those  things  which  Mr.  Walsh  told  me  to  do  direct. 

Did  you  keep  any  account  of  what  you  spent  in  cabs? — 
No,  I  did  not. 

Mr.  Henry  Cox,  auctioneer,  Ship  Street,  examined  by 
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Mr.  Bidley,  sud,— I  mm  §mpicfy%i  at  the  May  elecitioD 
by  the  Liberal  i>arty  as  a  canvasser  of  out-town  freemen. 
I  went  to  the  villi^es  within  a  radins  of  seven  miles  of 
Oxford.    I  went  with  Mr.  Seeley  onoe ;  I  generally  went 
alone.    I  did  not  divide  the  list  of  out-town  freemen  with> 
him.    I  made  no  arrangement  with  him  whatever.    I  had 
the  whole  of  the  out-town  freemen  to  see  to,  but  I  had  no^ 
histruotions  as  to  expenses.    I  said  nothing  to  them  about 
their  expenses  being  paid.    I  simply  asked  them  for  their 
▼otes.    I  never  told  any  of  them  they  would  be  paid  their 
expenses  for  coming  to  vote.    I  remember  g:oiDg  to  Bladoa 
on  two  or  three  occasions.    I  went  there  with  Mr.  Seeley 
c^nce.    I  saw  Brookings  and  asked  him  for  his  vote.  ^  I  said 
nothing  about  his  expenses,  or  that  he  would  be  paid  any- 
thing for  his  vote.    He  did  not  tell  me  he  was  going  to 
TOte  for  Squire  Hall.    He  did  not  tell  me  who  he  was 
going  to  vote  for. 
Your  account  of  this  matter  differs  from  his. — Very; 

grobably ;  that  is  my  explanation,  and  it  is  accurate.  I 
ave  known  Brookings  .for  a  long  time,  and  I  did  not  ex- 
pect to  get  his  vote.  I  did  not  think  the  freemen  were 
going  to  bring  themselTes.  I  did  not  think  anything  ai 
all  about  it.  If  I  thought  an  individual  would  vote  for 
the  Liberals  I  should  send  for  him.  I  did  not  tell  them 
they  were  to  be  sent  for.  In  one  insljasce  I  was  asked  by 
a  very  poor  man  for  his  expenses,  who.said  he  would  lose^ 
his  day's  work,  and  I  gave  him  10s.  a-day  after  the  elec-' 
tion.  I  took  care  not  to  tell  him  before  the  election  that 
be  would  get  anything.  I  intended  to  send  for  thesa 
voters,  but  I  did  £.ot.tell  them  so,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
they  had  a  good  idea  that  they  would  be  sent  for.  I  was 
But  aware  ^at  they  were  to  have  anything  in  the  way  of 
refreshments  or  anything  else  for  coming  to  vote.  On  tha 
polling  day  I  was  engaged  in  seeing  that  they  were 
fetched  up.  I  think  I  receiyed  271,  for  my  services  at  th^ 
April  election,  and,  vdth  my  expenses,  35^.  at  the  May 
election. 

By  Mr.  Cave — I  canvassed  all  the  out-town  freemen.  I 
did  not  find  that  the  freemen  were  particularly  corrupt. 
Only  one  asked  me  for  his  expenses  for  coming  to  vote, 
as  I  have  stated ;  that  was  the  only  one.  I  think  1 
canvassed  about  80,  and  only  one  asked  for  his  expensea 
for  coming  to  vote. 

^  So  far  £rom  being  corrupt,  theo,  they  appear  to  be  par- 
ticularly pure.  O^ers  lost  their  day,  and'  did  not  say  a 
word  about  it,  eh  ? — Not  to  me.  I  reported  the  resalt  of 
my  canvass  to  Mr.  Bickerton. 

And  having  reported  the  result,  whose  duty  was  it  to 
■ee  that  they  were  brought  up  ?->Mine,  I  think.  At  least 
I  did  it  I  got  my  cabs  in  the  first  instance  from  the  Ship,, 
which  is  kept  by  Mr.  Goodnon.  I  can't  tell  how  manj 
cabs  I  had  at  my  disposaL  but  I  believe  I  had  all  the 
yehioles  he  had.   I  believe  Mr.  Groodson  is  a  Oonsevvativ^.; 
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Ipild  15£»  for  th»  whloieB by  aobeqae,  aigkM^  I  boV^ft^ 
by  Me^  BiokertOB.  I  received  the  aeoooni  fraitn'|Ir» 
Goodson,  and  handed  it  to  Hr.  BickMrton.  Oa^the  mooni 
eleoHoB  I  ^t  the  Tefaidei  from  seveval  parties,  frpm  3At> 
Qoodson,  Mr.  Strange,  and  Mrs.  West,  of  the  Hora^  aod 
Jockey,  4uid  I  paid  as  I  went  on,  as  I  had  the  traps,  mIiI 
charged  152.  for  them.  I  think  there  are  about  80  <mt*t0iif|» 
ftwemen  altogether,  and  I  believe  I  went  to  them  aU^  £ 
can  soaioely  tell  how  many  came  in  by  tiie  vebioles.  % 
ocold  not  tell  the  number  [  sent  out.  It  would  aot  ))%iB^ 
freemen  that  I  sent  oat  for.  Grapper,  of  Yamtoo,  <iqiA 
the  man  who  said  he  should  lose  his  day's  woifk,  and.'ha& 
tiie  lOs.  He  said  he  shoold  vote  for  the  Liberals,  bolt  2 
have  discovered  since  that  he  did  not.  I  gave  him  tik»  IQi* 
as  a  present  a  fortnight  after  the  election  in  the  sticciL 
Nobody  eke  adced  for  anything,  and  nobody  eUe  got  anyr 
thin£^  I  don't  think  any  of  the  men 'were  paid  anythii^} 
thatT  know  of. 

I  advise  yoa  to  be  careful,  you  will  come  to  us  lor- 1^ 
•certificate. — ^I  hope  you  will  give  me  one. 

You  will  get  one  if  you  tell  us  the  truth.  Have  you  anir 
reason  to  suspect  that  any  of  the  others  were  paid? — ^No^ifir. 

Are  you  sure  ? — I  am  under  the  impression  that  Orwppn' 
received  money  from  the  other  side. 

Who  do  you  think  he  got  money  from  7 — I  think  he  M- 
ceived  money  from  a  man  who  keeps  a  publichouse*  at. 
Yamton  of  the  name  of  Hall. 

What  makes  yon  think  that?--I  happened  tobeina  place 
wliere  he  mentioned  something  not  quite  straightf arvneid* 

WhatMlid  he  say?—!  cant  tell  you. 

Why  can't  you  tell  me  ?— I  don't  remember.  He  tet 
^ved  something  from  this  Mr.  Hall,  but  what  it  was  I 
dcn't  know. 

Did  you  hear  him  say  he  received  something  t~Ye8»  at 
the  Grapes  publiohouse,  Yamton. 

When  was  this  ? — About  a  fortnight  ago. 

What  is  Crapper  ? — I  think  he  is  a  shoemaker. 

The  sums  of  monev  which  you  received— 20i{.  and  271. — 
did  you  put  the  whole  into  your  pocket?— I  did. 

By  Mr.  Oowie— I  can't  tul  you  what  Orapper's  name  is; 
The  railway  fare  from  Yamton  to  Oxford  is  about  4d, 
iind  lOSt  was  to  about  cover  his  expenses. 

Did  you  charge  the  lOs.  to  anybody  ?-^YptL  to  Mr^ 
Biekerton ;  it  came  out  of  the  27^.  The  852.  included  my 
Cwn  personal  expenses  and  cab  hire— 2(M.  for  esroenses  and 
16^  for  cab  hire.  I  was  sent  to  two  of  the  man  I  canvassed 
on  the  polling  day,  but  I  don't  believe  they  had  any 
refreshments.  The  two  were  Orapper  anda  man  at  Korth- 
leigh ;  I  don't  know  his  name,  but  he  is  a  small  faimer  oe 
des^r.  There  were  three  at  Headington  Quarry  whosi 
names  I  don't  remember. 

!B^'Mr.  Ridley — Orapper  was  not  employed  on.  the  Qom^ 
JMrtttlive  -side  as  a  Bkessenger. 
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'  ^i  Mr.  ^  <S0wie>^-Q?h6  recount  for '  272*  prodnfled  Tia  dHtt^ 
^MtihelOe*  tdoMb't  Appear  Ho.  he  miezitionQd  tfatese.  TJm 
SMrta  of  <26<.  10s.  was  for  niy  wmiae^  mod^K^^eoMta.  IMM 
IBAk  Biekertohwhstthe  mm  told  ln«»  titol  if  he  oiktie  hto 
etrcnAdloBe  hte  dfty^  pstL  and  would  hate  .to  snend  idnto* 
itltitag  when  he  eanie.    TCfaiB  was  atrtfae  iime  i  made  mj 

tVBy  Mr.  Oave-^I  montioned  the  lOs.  to  .'Mr.  BiekeMli 
4KBlfdre  I  paidithe  mon^.  I  paid  no  money  in  ithe  stena 
ttMfjr  at  the  Boooud  eleedon.  I  oanvasBed  aU  lh«  o^t-bown 
^fOemen  at  the  second -eleotion,  and  not  one  a8k«d  lor  his 
M^nBes.  I  could  not  tell  how  many  voted  at  the  second 
Section.  I  saw  Orapper  at  the  Magr  eleotioni  (bat  gav^ 
tUlfii  nothing,    f  aedced  for  his  vote. 

The  witness  applied  for  his  expenses,  and  Mr.  Oave  said 
^e  ^onld  be  allowed  out-of-pocket  expenses  only. 

Mr.  Richard  Scott,  landlord  of  the  Anchor,  N ew-Road^ 
•was  called,  and  Mr.  Cave  said — ^I  understand  you  have 
heien 'brought  here  by  mistake.  Do  yon  know  anythiiig 
^out  the  election  ?^No,  nothing.  I  dont  think  I  dan 
'fiflve  yon  any  information,  but  I  wish  to  make  a  statement. 

Mr.  Gave — If  yon  wish  to  make  a  statement  you  must 
be  0wom. 

Mr.  Scott  then  said— I  wab  very  pleased  to  be  pros  tot 
ttifhen  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  was  examined,  and  J  think  that 
what  he  said  with  reference  to  one  question  put  to  him 
-respecting  the  publicans  was  very  wrong.  He  said  that 
•the  publichouses  were  full  during  the  election  day.  That 
is  very  wrong  I  am  the  propnetor  of  the  Anchor  Hotel, 
and  I  can  safely  say  there  never  was  near  the  amount  of 
businesB  done  that  day  as  on  any  ordinary  day.  X  should 
certainly  like  to  have  had  that  right  with  him  ;  and  with 
regard  to  Nnttall  and  the  Birmingham  ruffians,  as  I  call 
them,  who  came  np  before  you  to  say  what  they  did  about 
Ifr.  Oook's  and  Mr.  Borman's  houses,  it  was  scandaJous  in 
the  extreme.  I  wish  to  say  emphatically,  and  I  hope  yon 
^^e  reporters)  will  take  a  note  of  it,  that  a  more  respeot- 
^E[(ble'4)ody  I  don't  think  is  to  be  found  in  England  than  the 
'Hitefised  victualltMrs  of  Oxford,  and  if  Mr.  Morrell  or  Mr. 
fiall  knew  that  they  had  a  landlordin  any  of  their  houses 
#lio  encouraged  dnmkenneBS  they  would  be  the  very  fiirst 
t^  eject  him.  I  therefore  think  Sir  Wm.  Haroourt  ought 
to  ijb  (more  careful  in  what  he  says. 

Mr.  John  Catcutt  said,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Gave,  ihat  be 
hiui'oome  there  under  ciroumstanees  of  eonsideoable  diffi- 
^Ity  that  day,  as  h«  was  soffering  from  a  bad  cold,  aad 
%piMettiess. 

Mr.  Cowi^*-7on  told  us  on  the  28rd  of  October  thikt  % 
'Die.  Deane*s  election,  in  1868,  you  expended  the  susa  af 

I  should  be  v^sovry  the  'Oommissionecs  should  hamt 
%ad  ihat  impression,  and  I  hope  you  will  allow  ne  to  «c« 
l^ldntt.    I  fii«t  commcneed  mytpobli?  lifedn  ^poUtios^in 
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1807.  I  was  eDgftged  in  a  mmiioipAl  eleotfon  in  tfa»t  yets 
and  spent  a  snm  of  money,  bnt  I  spent  no  money  in  Dr. 
Deane*8  election  except  in  personal  expenses  in  canvaesiag 
for  him  from  Jnly  to  December.  I  was  ont  almost  eyeiy 
niffht  with  Dr.  Deane  or  Mr.  Appleton,  his  secretanfi 
goiDgr  about  in  Sammertown,  St.  JBbbe's,  St  Thomas^, 
andJerioho.  In  1867  the  Conservatives  in  Oxforfdh  were 
living  under  what  we  considered  a  sort  of  political  tyranny, 
«nd  BO  we  made  up  onr  minds  to  contest  the  seat  at  the 
next  general  election.  We  commenced  an  active  canvaas, 
which  was  a  considerable  expense  to  me,  which  I  can 
account  for  only  in  this  way.  We  went  to  every  paUic- 
house  where  we  thought  we  could  get  information  or 
support,  and  monejr  was  spent  in  suppers,  giving  joints, 
and  attending  meetings  at  which  speeches  were  made. 

Can  you  give  me  any  information  as  to  the  amount  of 
money  you  spent  during  the  canvass  ? — I  can't.  Ail  I  can 
say  is  it  was  a  castomary  thing  for  me  to  put  so  much 
silver  into  my  pocket  when  I  left  home,  and  to  count 
what  I  had  when  I  got  back,  and  I  found  from  ihat  that 
the  expense  was  considerable.  I  think  I  can  give  you  an 
illustration.  Once  during  the  canvass  Mr.  Harcourt,  Aid. 
Hughes,  Aid.  Oarr,  myself,  and  others  joined  a  Society 
■called  tne  Ancient  Britons.  After  the  initiation  ceremony 
was 'over,  the  Chairman  asked  one  o!  the  new  candidates, 
Mr.  Harcourt,  to  speak  for  the  lot  of  us.  I  did  not  like 
that  very  much,   for  I  had  my  speech  ready.      Beer  ap- 

E eared  to  be  as  plentiful  as  water  during  the  evening. 
^urinflT  the  evening  a  waiter  came  to  me  and  asked  me  for 
10s.  I  said,  **  What  is  this  for,''  and  he  said  **  To  pay  for 
the  beer  :  we  have  had  a  drop  extra  to-night."  I  said, 
**  Gro  to  Mr.  Harcourt  for  the  money ;  he  did  all  the  talking, 
let  him  pay  for  the  beer."  They  never  came  to  me  any 
more,  and  I  have  no  reason  for  believing  that  the  landlord 
was  not  paid  for  the  bedr.  Daring  the  canvass  that 
November,  before  the  general  election,  it  was  thought 
necessary  to  contest  the  North  Ward  for  a  seat  in  the 
Council,  merely  to  feel  the  strength  of  the  Conservative 
Party.  I  was  selected  for  the  purpose  ;  the  election  was 
•contested  with  all  the  old-fashioned  machinery  of  meet- 
ings, speeches,  canvassing,  printing,  committee  rooms, 
messengers,  cabs,  &o.  The  expense  was  very  considerable, 
and  that  is  where  I  believe  the  greatest  part  of  the  money 
I  was  out  of  pocket  went.  I  contested  the  North  Ward 
-on  two  other  occasions,  and  the  third  time  I  won  the 
election,  and  at  each  time  at  very  considerable  ex- 
pense to  myself.  This  brings  us  to  the  .election  in 
1874.  I  certainly  did  help  Mr.  Hall  on  both  occasions  by 
air  the  means  in  my  power,  bnt  I  paid  no  part  of  the  can- 
didate's expenses,  neither  did  I  receive  a  penny  for  pmy 
services  I  gave.  That  brings  me  again  to  a  contested 
municipal  election  in  1874.  The  Liberal  Party  started 
Mr.  Cooper  in  opposition  to  me,  but  I  beat  him  by  about 
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200  votes.  Still  fighting  on,  I  hftd  repeatedly  reminded 
tfa0  leaden  of  the  Coneervative  Party  that  it  was  impoe- 
felble  for  me  to  do  the  work  and  spend  the  money  I  had 
done,  bat  I  never  received  any  money  nntil  the  last  election 
in  May,  which  I  have  accounted  for,  and  that  was  from 
Mr.  Matthews  or  Mr.  Pegler.  Mr.  William  Ward,  Mr. 
William  Henry  Walsh,  and  Mr.  Dayman,  suf^gested  to  me 
that  I  should  take  part  in  the  election  of  1868.  I  never 
received  a  penny  at  the  May  election  to^pend  from  outside 
Bonrces  until  I  received  the  money  from  Pegler.  I  told 
the  leaders  of  the  Conservative  Party  and  Mr.  Dayman 
about  18  months  or  two  years  before  the  last  April 
election  that  I  had  wasted  so  much  time  and  spent  so 
much  money  for  the  interest  of  the  cause  that  1  really 
could  not  do  so  any  longer,  and  he  begged  me  to  keep  on 
and  do  the  best  I  comd  as  there  would  be  a  General 
Election  before  long,  and  maybe  Mr.  Hall  would  be  op- 
posed, and  he  would  see  if  something  could  be  done  for  me; 
Mr.  Gowie — Mr.  Towie,  in  his  evidence,  told  us  that 
the  large  employers  of  labour  were  mostly  Liberals ;  is 
that  so?  Have  vou  read  Mr.  Towle*s  evidence  ?— I  don't 
believe  it  is  so,  but  I  have  not  very  carefully  read  over 
what  Mr.  Towle  has  stated.  The  largest  employers  of 
labour  in  Oxford  are  in  the  building  trade,  and  are  mostly 
mixed  up  with  the  building  societies,  but  I  don't  think  that 
has  much  political  importance.  Where  we  Conservatives 
mostly  suffer  is  in  the  large  employment  of  men  out  of  the 
public  taxation  and  the  revenue  of  the  City,  which  is  en- 
tirely in  the  hands  of  the  Radical  party.  We  have  to  pay 
our  share  of  the  taxation,  and  get  no  power  to  control  the 
outlay.  That  I  think  is  the  greatest  injury  to  our  cause 
in  Oxford.  Mr.  Grubb  has  stated  that  I  carried  on  my 
business  not  for  commercial  advantage  but  for  political 

Eurposes  to  get  votes.  Sir  William  Harcourt  declares  in 
is  evidence  that  colours  were  a  mistake,  and  that  the 
Cotaservative  party  were  blameable  for  introducing  them 
at  all.  It  is  true  I  have  heard  that  Magdalen  and  other 
Colleges  were  decked  in  blue,  but  I  thought  the  Oxford 
Conservatives  had  no  control  over  the  undergraduates, 
and  were  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  their  acts,  bat  to 
show  that  the  Conservative  party  were  not  altogether  to 
blame  for  the  colours,  perhaps  you  vtill  allow  me  to  show 
you  something  I  have  in  my  possession.  (Mr.  Calcutt 
then  produced  a  tiny  blue  rosette,  which  he  said  had  done 
duty  at  two  elections,  and  a  monster  red  and  white 
**  rosette,"  14  inches  in  diameter,  which,  he  stated,  adorned 
the  breast  of  the  Home  Secretary  at  the  last  election. 
The  exhibition  of  this  latter  caused  much  laughter,  in 
which  the  Commissioners  heartily  joined.). 

Mr.  Cave— Do  you  believe  tnafi  was  the  one  worn  by 
Sir  William  Harcourt? — Yes.  I  now  beg  to  be  allowed  to 
say  one  word  for  myself.  I  was  present  when  you  opened 
tbeOoDUuissionin  Oxford;  yon  stated  that  the  enquiry 
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UH>l)}i'be  fltapohing  and  'oompleto,  Md  that  those  , 
JM^ve  oome  forward  and  itold  what  the^  kne^  tniihf i 

ronld  hayo  noihing  to  fear  from  any  atter  con8e(j[aetii 
bi^vB  attended  every  lame  you  have  called  fur  me  ;^ 
bav^  aDSwered  every  question  truthfully  to  the 'beat  c»f^ 
f^iiity,  and  I  hope  I  am  entitled  to  some  share  of  the  iil- 
4ulgence  you  «^ered, 

Mr.  Cav9^!Do  you  mean  your  oertificate  ?— Yes. 

Mr.  Cave— I  think  you  are  furly  entitled'to  it. 

Mr.  Oaloutk  thanked  the  QotnmisaionerB. 

Mr.  Evetts,  examined  hy  Mr.  Kidley— With  regard  to 
the  payments  in  the  St.  Ebbe^s  district,  did  von  look  fof 
re-payments  ui  Uiose  advances  to  Mr.  Walah  7— Yes. 

Did  you  have  any  communication  with  Mr.  Walsh  on  the 
matter  ? — ^Tes,  on  the  first  election,  I  think,  when  the  tfuih 
of  4iQ2.  was  repaid.  Mr.  Walsh  did  not  ask  me  to  advance^ 
the  money,  and  I  expected  to  be  repaid  out  of  the  3000^.  The 

S'ipulation  was  that  the  May  election  should  not  cost  Mr. 
all  a  farthing,  and  I  refused  to  advance  any  money  tit  all 
ontof  my  own  pocket.  I  did  not  ask  Mr.  Walsh  for  it,  because 
I  knew  it  was  no  use.  With  reheard  to  the  money  I  paid 
to  Thomas  Wheeler,  152.,  he  did  not  mention  the  sum  to 
me,  but  he  said  he  had  been  to  a  great  expense  and  less 
of  time  and  trade  in  the  coal  line.  I  had  known  him  % 
\png  time,  and  gave  him  the  money  as  a  present  after  the 
election.  I  had  not  the  least  idea  he  had  been  offering, 
people  money  for  their  votes.  I  gave  him  credit  for  more 
aense.  I  canvassed  entirely  by  myself,  and  Wheeler  never 
oanvassed  with  me  at  all.  I  believe  I  paid  Ward  202.  for 
his  committee  room  after  the  election ;  he  sent  in  a  biti 
for  that  amount.  I  believe  it  was  a  bargain  between  him 
and  Gynes  that  he  should  have  that  sum,  as  on  the  first 
election.  I  had  not  the  least  idea  Wheeler  had  been  pay- 
ii^money  illegally. 

Joy  Mr.  Cave — I  think  it  is  correct  to  say  that  I  left 
the  money  at  Wheeler's  on  the  night  of  the  polling  day.  I 
had  said  nothing  to  lead  him  to  expect  that  he  would 
have  152.  It  was  a  present  for  work  done  during  the  elec- 
tion, and  for  his  services. 

With  reference  to  the  allotments  at  Summertown,  do 
you  remember  a  meeting  of  working  men  in  1873,  at  the 
lohool  at  Summertown,  to  meet  Mr.  Hall  ? — I  can^  re- 

S ember  anything  about  it.  I  had  only  just  couie  into 
clord.  I  was  not  there.  I  did  not  know  that  there 
were  60  men  there,  and  that  they  expressed  their  gratitude 
for  the  efforts  made  to  promote  their  interests.  I  don't 
t)iink  Mr.  Hall  offered  the  land  at  the  extremely  low  relit 
of  5d.  per  pole,  t  don't  know  that  three  cheers  wdt0 
given  for  Mr.  Hall,  or  that  they  tang  '*  For  he's  a  joiit 
^Md  fellow."  I  never  heard  oi  the  Summertown  PiatM 
^(ugasiine,  I  think  Mr.  Gmfob  made  rather  a  Wilfvil 
fxeggeration  when  he  said  that  Mr.  Hall  had  let  ont> 
fjiurjvi  into  allotments,  when  he  knows,  as  well  as  I  do,  thAl 
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it  is  less  than  4^  acres.  I  was  charged  with  bribiog  Mr. 
Scott,  and,  as  he  is  here,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  his 
statement.  As  regarded  the  letting  the  Ship  to  Mr. 
Goodson,  I  can't  tniDk  how  charges  are  made  i^ainst  me. 
In  1874  I  had  nothiog  to  do  with  the  management  of  the 
Brewery ;  the  second  election  in  1874  took  place  in  March. 
The  tenant  then  was  Mr.  Thos.  Lovesey,  and  he  continued 
tenant  until  August,  1875.  In  August  it  was  let  to  Mr. 
Frederick  Summers,  and  h^  continued  to  hold  it  until  the 
24th  of  January,  1877,  when,  in  default  of  other  applica- 
tions, I  let  it  to  Mr.  Goodson,  strongly  advisins:  him,  I 
remember,  not  to  go  there,  as  I  thought  it  was  a  house 
where  he  would  lose  money. 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  Mr.  Goodson  having  spent  money 
at  the  1874  election  ?— Never,  and  I  don't  believe  he  did. 

Mr.  Hall  has  told  us  he  said  he  did  ?~I  don't  think  he 
would  be  the  man  to  spend  much  money.  I  have  heard 
him  talk  about  losing  custom  in  his  grocery  business  after 
what  he  did  in  1874,  and  I  think  that  is  quite  possible.  ^I 
have  heard  him  constantly  grumbling  about  spending 
money  during  the  elections  for  Mr.  Hall.  He  said  in  a 
casual  way  that  he  had  lost  money,  and  I  don't  know 
whether  he  meant  losing  or  spending  money.  With  refe>r> 
ence  to  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt's  statement  about  the  pnblic- 
houses,  the  real  majority  of  large  publichouses  are  on  ika 
Liberal  side.  I  think  you  will  see  it  is  so  if  you  lock  at 
the  statement  aa  to  where  the  breakfasts  took  place,  all 
those  large  places.  There  is  the  Black  Horse,  St.  Clement's, 
kept  by  John  Bacon,  a  notorious  Liberal.  There  is  the 
Koyal  Blenheim,  St.  Ebbe's,  almost  the  largest  public- 
house  in  Oxford,  where  a  lax^e  breakfast  was  given ;  a 
man  named  Smith  keeps  it,  and  that  is  where  the  liberals 
have  their  jolliiications.  Then  there  is  Jericho  House« 
Digby's  at  Osney,  the  Maidenhead  Hotol,  and  Davis's, 
where  there  were  large  breakfasts ;  the  Three  Tuns,  Alfred 
Maltby's  in  Plantation-road,  John  Tayler's — he  keeps  one 
of  our  hoases,  and  Mrs.  Tayler  came  to  me  and  said  that 
Mr.  Buckell  had  offered  to  take  a  committee  room  there, 
would  I  allow  it.  I  said  "Do  as  you  like,  but  I  strongly 
.advisse  you  to  have  no  committee  room,  as  whichever  side 
Toutake  you  will  probably  lose  customers."  Then  the 
Claiendon  Arms,  Abraham  Parker's,  and  several  more. 
Mr.  Wootten  is  also  a  large  brewer  in  Oxford,  as  well  as 
the  Messrs.  Hanley.  A  great  many  of  these  Liberal  houses 
belong  to  Mr.  Morrell. 

Mr.  John  Poole  said  he  wished  to  say  that  Mr.  Gapel's 
statement  with  regard  to  Mr.  Evetts  coming  to  his  house 
was  untrue.    He  came  three  times  altogether. 

Mr.  Robert  Scott,  Kentish  Town,  said — I  only  visited 
Oxford  at  elections.  I  did  not  pay  any  messengers  for 
Mr.  Walsh  at  the  last  electioYi.  I  got2^  from  the  Liberal 
Associations  of  Oxford,  and  the  envelope  also  contained  a 
printed  form  soliciting  my  support  lor  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt. 
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When  I  went  to  vote  some  one  shonted,  **  Here's  one  that 
had  22.  from  our  side,  and  he's  got  a  blae  rosette  on."  I 
never  voted  for  a  Liberal  in  my  life.  The  money  was  sent 
to  my  address,  and  I  should  not  think  it  was  a  mistake. 
I  was  never  asked  by  the  Conservatives  to  support  Mr. 
Hall,  but  I  received  SOs.  from  Mr.  Wells  to  cover  my 
expenses.  I  had  lunch  with  Mr.  Wells,  and  on  leaving  he 
put  something  into  my  hand,  which  I  afterwards  found 
was  SOs.  I  was  also  paid  SOs.  on  the  first  election.  There 
was  a  card  in  the  envelope  on  which  was  printed  "  Liberal 
Associations."  I  did  not  tell  Mr.  Wells  that  I  had  had 
2Z.  from  the  Liberals.  I  had  no  money  from  Mr.  Evetts. 
The  two  sovereigns  were  wrapped  u^  in  a  bit  of  wash 
leather,  and  the  letter  was  not  registered. 

Mr.  Evetts  said  that  he  was  prepared  to  state  on  oath 
that  be  only  went  once  to  Poole's  house,  and  that  was  on 
the  27th  of  April.  Mr.  Draper  had  said  that  he  (Mr. 
Evetts)  appeared  satisfied  that  he  had  the  150?.,  but  he 
had  been  to  see  him  about  it,  and  Draper  said  he  was  sure 
he  gave  it  to  him  in  sovereigns  on  the  26th  of  April.  He 
then  8aid  that  it  was  given  to  Mr.  Scragg,  which  was  also 
a  mistake,  and  he  thought  that  Draper  had  Sijent  it,  and 
spipnt  it  properly. 

Mr.  Thomas  William  Mallam  said  he  was  at  the  St. 
Mary  Magdalen  Committee  room,  and  was  not  aware  that 
101.  had  been  paid  to  each  of  four  people  engaged  there, 
as  he  thought  they  were  volunteers.  It  was  for  their 
servicep,  and  not  on  account  of  money  they  had  spent. 
During  the  canvass  he  made  a  remark  to  Mr.  Watts  as  to 
the  people  at  Summertown  being  against  the  Liberals,  and 
he  replied  that  it  could  not  be  wondered  at,  as  the  tenants 
of  the  allotments  were  afraid  to  vote  against  Mr.  Hall. 

Mr.  Kalph  Martin  said  he  was  employed  by  Mr.  Dayman 
at  the  May  election  canvassing,  and  he  was  strictly  for- 
bidden to  give  money  away.  He  had  61.  for  the  May 
election  and  101.  for  the  April  election.  He  made  reports 
to  Mr.  Dayman,  but  he  kept  no  book  to  make  entries  in. 
He  could  not  say  that  he  did  not  give  a  glass  of  beer  away 
during  the  election.  He  went  about  among  his  friends, 
and  asked  them  to  vote  for  Mr.  Hall.  He  did  not  see  Mr. 
Matthews,  of  London,  or  Mr.  Nathaniel  Payne  during  the 
election  ;  he  did  see  Mr.Calcutt,  but  not  to  speak  to  him. 
He  lived  with  his  sister,  in  Netv-Ino-Hall  Street ;  she  had 
University  lodgers,  and  he  cooked  for  them,  and  waited 
upon  them.  During  the  May  election  he  had  to  neglect 
them  at  times.  In  the  elections  in  1874  he  had  71, 10s.  and 
201.  He  never  had  been  a  voter,  and  never  gave  any  more 
awav  at  an  election.  He  believed  he  gave  a  receipt  for. 
the  71, 10a. 
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FORTY-SEVENTH  DAY.— Monday, 

March  14. 


Mr.  John  Delaware  Lewis  was  the  only  witness 
examined,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cave  he  said — I  live  at  No. 
SO,  Eaton-square,  London,  and  Westhury  Hoase,  Peters- 
field,  Hampflhire. 

In  1874  did  yon  become  a  candidate  for  the  represen-   . 
taticn  of  Oxford  ? — I  did. 

That  was  at  the  bye-election  occasioned  by  Lord  Card- 
well  being  made  a  Peer  ? — It  was. 

How  came  yon  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  City  ? — I 
have  here  a  short  diary  which  I  kept  from  day  to  day, 
which  will  in  a  few  lines  tell  me  what  I  did,  and  by  which 
I  can  refresh  my  memory.  I  can't  tell  exactly  when  it 
was,  but  I  entered  here,  Thursday,  Feb.  19,  "Call  from 
Aid.  Hughes  and  Mr.  Hawkins,  of  Oxford ;"  that  was  at 
30,  Eaton- square,  and  requesting  me  to  stand  for  Oxford. 
Had  you  known  anything  of  Oxford  before? — Nothing 
whatever.  I  had  been  there.  I  belong  to  Cambridge 
University.  I  had  been  oncb  or  twice  in  Oxford,  but- 1 
knew  nothing  of  the  people. 

And  did  you  consent  to  stand  upon  that  request  ?— Not 
exactly ;  my  recollection  of  the  thing  is  that  1  gave  a 
conditional  au't^er.  I  s^e  by  my  diary  that  I  subsequently 
called  on  Mr.  Artbnr  Peel,  who  was  at  the  time  the  Liberal 
*'  whip."  I  met  him  in  the  Park,  and  I  afterwards  met 
Sir  William  Harconrt  in  Pall  Mall.  I  then  went  tu  the 
Liberal  Kegistration  Offic?».  Would  the  Commissioners 
like  me  to  enter  into  detail  ? 
Yes,  if  you  please. 

I  called  on  Sir  William  Harcourt  at  his  house,  but  he 
was  not  at  home,  and  I  subsequently  met  him  I  think  on 
the  steps  of  the  Athenseam  Club,  as  I  was  on  my  way  to 
the  Liberal  Registration  Offices.     We  had  a  walk  in  St. 
James's  Park,  and  I  told  him  of  the  invitation  which  I 
had  received.    He  as  a  personal  friend  said,  what  I  see  he 
had  subsequently  said  on  the  Commission,  that  he  did  not 
think  it  was  a  prudent  moment  for  a  contest,  and  that  I 
should  probably  be  defeated  by  some  400  votes.     It  seems 
from  my  entry  that  I  met  Peel  before  that.     All  I  know 
is,  I  went  to  the  Liberal  Begistration  Offices,  where  I  saw 
Col.  Greville,  Sir  Scudamore  Standhope,  and  some  otber^ 
whom   I  do  not  remember,  and  they  were  all  rather 
Mixion^  that  I  should  go  down  to  Oxfotxi.    I  see  my  next 
entry  is  this,  "  Sent  a  telegram  to  Aid.  Hngbes  declining 
to  come."  I  got  a  telegram  back  from  him.  I  had  varioos 
mixed  motives,  on  the  whole,  for  rather  declining  the 
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thing,   and  one  waa   a  kind  of    feeliug  that  perhaps  I 
should  be  injuring  Sir  William  Harcourt.  I  waa  a  stranger 
to  the  constituency,  and  I  thought  there  might  be  a  feeling 
of  having  one  and  one,  and  that  perhaps  if  I  went  down 
I  might  injure  Sir  Wm.  Harcourt  without  doing  any  good 
to  the  Liberal  cause,  and  I  say  I  sent  a  telegram  declining 
to  come.    I  shortly  afterwards  got  a  telegram  from  him, 
which  I  did  not  preserve,  but  I  perfectly  w«ll  remember 
the  purport  of  it.    It  was  to  this  effect — **  We  are  confi- 
dent, or  thinks  we  can  carry  you,  and  shall  come  up  to 
London  t')  see  you  to-day."    That  I  had  from  Alderman 
Hu^'heR,  the  Chairman  of  the  Liberal  Committee.    I  then 
called  on  Lord  Cardwell  at  the  War  Office  ;   I  told  him 
what  had  been  done,  and  that  I  had  refuaed  to  go,  and 
Lord  Cardwel),as  it  seemed  to  me,  was  rather  disappointed 
at  that.     He  said,    ''jYour  name    ha«i  been   very  well 
received,"  and  in  fact  it  was  my  impression  that  he  wanted 
me  to  go.     My  ne&t  entry  is  that  Aid.  Hughes  came  at 
two  o'clock,  and  I  consented  to  go  back  to  Oxford  with 
him,  and  that  my  expenses  were  not  to  exceed  l,QOCtf. 
Aid.  Hughes  came  up  while  I  was  at  lunch  and  talked 
the  matter  over  with  me,  and  I  put  before  him  the  points 
on  which  I  had  objected  to  go.    One  was— I  don't  know 
whether  I  put  it  in  so  many  words,  but  I  rather  intimated 
to   him  that   I  did  not  like  the  prospect  of  •ioiag  some 
injury   to   Sir  William  Harcourt  by  raisin:^  perhaps  an 
unnecessary  contest,  to  which  he  himself  admitted  he  was 
opposed,    but  he    informed   me  that  if  I  did  not  stand 
certainly  somebody  else  would.     The  names  of  two  or 
three  people  were  mentioned  whom  I  have  forgotten,  but 
I  distinctly  recollect   that    the    Liberals  of    the    City 
were  determined  on  a  contest.      The  next  point  I  raised 
•with  Aid.  Hughes  was  the  question  of  expense.    I  said, 
"  I  know  nothing  of  the  place,  and  I  am  not  disposed  in 
this  or  any  other  election  to  go  to  anything  like  illicit 
expenditure."    He  said,    *'  Would  you  ba  disposed  to  give 
anything  V   and  I  said  "  Yesv  I  think  1,0002.  would  be  a 
fair  sum  to  pay.''    He  siid,*'  That  will  do."    I  went  down 
that  very  afternoon    with   him   to  Oxtord,    leaving  my 
servant  to  come  after  me  with  my  things,  and  I  addressed 
a  public  meeting,  I  think,  at  the  Oxford  Keform'  Club 
that  very  evening.    That  reminds  me  to  say  that  I  wrote 
to  Sir  William  Harcourt  to  tell  him  it  was  quite  clear  that 
somebody  would  stand  if  I  did  not,  and  that  I  thought  I 
was  doing  him  no  sort  of  harm,  or  the  Liberal  cause,  by 
coming  down.     Those  are  the  circumstances  under  which 
I  went  to  Oxford. 

Your  a^ent  for  election  expenses  was  Mr.  Geo.  Mallam ; 
how  came  you  to  go  to  him  ? — Lord  Cardwell  had  men- 
tioned one  of  the  Mallams  to  me  first  as  having  been  his 
election  agent. 

That  was  Mr.  Thomas  Mallam  ?— I  sappose  it  was.  I 
never  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  him  but  once.     When 
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I  came  down  I  spoke  of  the  Mallams,  and  Mr.  George 
Mallam  was  suggested.  Whether  or  not  Mr.  liiomas 
Mallam  was  desirous  of  ceasing  to  undertake  that  office  I 
don't  know.  The  leaders  of  the  Liberal  party  suggested 
Mr.  George  Mallam. 

Did  you  take  any  part  in  the  organisation  of  the  elec- 
tion ? — None  whatever. 

Who  managed  the  organisation  of  the  election  ? — Mr. 
George  Mallam,  as  it  appeared  to  me. 

Entirely  ?— I  should  think  so ;   he  was  the  chief  person. 

Had  you  any  Committee  ? — ^Yes  ;  I  used  to  go  every 
morning  to  the  Clarendon  Hotel.  I  lodged  at  the 
Randolph.  Mr.  George  Mallam  was  there  and  seemed  to 
be  giving  orders  and  directions  as  to  what  wag  to  be  do^e 
m  the  shape  of  canvassing  in  the  course  of  the  day,  in 
which  I  took  no  part.  I  don't  know  that  I  was  ever 
brought  into  contact  with  anything  like  a  general  com- 
mittee, and  if  I  waB  I  should  not  be  able  to  tell  you  who 
they  were. 

The  real  managing  person  was  Mr.  George  Mallam  ? — 
So  it  seemed  to  me,  unquestionably. 

Now  with  reference  to  the  employment  of  messengeni 
and  clerks;  did  you  take  any  part  in  that? — N0116 
whatever. 

Do  you  know  at  all  what  number  were  employed  ? — I 
have  not  the  slightest  idea  ;  I  don't  think  I  had  then. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  Committee  rooms ;  did  you 
take  any  part  in  the  selection  of  these  ?— No  ;  I  was  an 
entire  stranger  to  the  place,  and  I  put  myself  in  the  hands 
of  my  agent  on  b  ang  informed  that  he  was  a  man  I  could 
implicitly  trust. 

After  the  election  was  over  did  you  see  what  the 
election  expenses  were  ? — I  can't  recollect  that  I  ever  saw 
exactly  what  they  were,  or  that  I  could  tell  you  now.  I 
saw  it  stated,  or  heard,  that  Lord  Cardwell  contributed 
500?.  to  the  election.  I  have  heard  it  somewhere  that 
certain  other  persons  had  contributed,  but  I  have  not  ail 
this  moment  any  idea  who  they  were.  I  have  forgotten, 
if  I  ever  knew,  anything  of  the  kind. 

What  sum  did  you  pay  yourself  ? — I  paid  1,0002. 

The  sum  you  had  agreed  upon  with  Aid.  Hughes  ?■— 
That  was  all  I  paid  beyond  my  personal  expenses. 

Did  you  at  all  look  into  the  filed  election  accounts  ? — 
No,  certainly  not ;  never.  •. 

You  never  saw  them  ?— I  don't  know  that  I  ever  saw 
tiiem.  I  was  defeated  by  a  majority  of  some  350  or  400,  and 
I  went  away  and  had  no  further  connection  with  Oxford.' 

When  did  you  pay  the  10002.  ? — It  is  stated  in  my 
pass-book  and  cheque-book.  There  is  the  pass-book,  by 
Olyn's.  I  see  I  paid  it  in  two  sums.  I  see  one  cheque  is 
"March  18,  2502.,  Mallam,"  and  the  other  " March  20, 
7m.,  MaUam." 

'What  was  the  date  of  the  polling  day  T—I  can  give  it 
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you  here.  The  polling  day  was  Monday,  March  16, 1874.^ 
Aller  the  deolaration  of  the  pell  did  you  remain  in 
Oxford  or  leave  it  ?— I  remained  in  Oxford  until  the  Wed- 
nesday after  the  polling  day,  Monday.  It  was  declared  at 
eight  or  niae  o'clock  at  night,  and  I  left  Oxford  at  2  p.m. 
on  Wednesday  the  18th. 
Did  you  give  the  first  cheque  before  leaving  ? — My  im- 

gression  is  decidedly  that  I  paid  it  before  leaving  Oxford, 
at  I  see  it  was  not  paid  into  Glyn's  until  the  17th.  I  see 
by  the  cheque-book  that  the  250^  is  March  13tb,  which 
was  not  cashed  until  the  18th,  and  the  7502.  was  on  March 
17. 

Patting  aside  your  personal  expenses  then,  that  sam  of 
10002.  represents  the  whole  of  the  money  you  spent 
direct  or  indirectly? — It  represents  every  sixpence  I 
spent,  with  these  exceptions  which  I  thoaght  of  to-day. 
Two  or  three  persons  were  actively  canvassing,  and  it  was 
represented  to  me  that  they  got  nothing  from  me  what- 
ever, and  I  bouKht  two  or  three  articles.  I  sent  to  one 
man  a  scarf  pin.  I  bought  three  or  four  such  small 
articles  at  a  jeweller's  in  Oxford,  and  the  whole  sum  1. 
should  think  would  be  covered  by  102.  The  articles  were 
mementos. 

Did  you  notice  any  number  of  persons  with  blue  colours 
on  in  the  course  of  the  election  ? — I  think  they  were  rather 
more  prominent  than  ours.  That  is  my  impression.  On 
the  day  of  election  I  think  the  Oonservative  colours  were 
much  more  numerous. 

Yes.  I  wanted  to  know  that.  Did  they  appear  more 
on  the  day  of  election  ?  Is  that  your  recollection  ? — WelL 
that  certainly  would  be  my  recollection,  that  they  did 
bring  out  more  on  the  day  of  election. 

Now,  did  you  ever  look  to  see  what  your  opponents 
spent  at  that  election  ? — No,  I  never  looked  in  one  sense, 
I  have  heard  a  great  many  reports. 

I  mean  did  you  look  at  the  filed  accounts? — ^No,  I  did 
not. 

Was  there  anything  to  lead  you  to  suppose  that  there 
was  any  excessive  employment  of  messengers  or  clerks  oa 
your  side  at  the  election?— No,  I  did  not  know  that  ^ere 
was  an  unnecessary  employment  on  either  side  at  the  tune. 

Was  the  election  a  quiet  election,  or  was  there  very  mudi 
▼iolence  ?— No,  it  was  not  a  quiet  election,  as  far  as  my 
judgment  goes.  I  have  been  in  several  contested  elections^ 
and  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  City  of  Oxford  was  in  a 
state  of  the  greatest  possible  excitement  on  the  day  ol 
election,  and  so  much  that  it  was  not  safe  for  me  to  go 
out  after  midday ;  I  was  advised  that  I  had  better  keej^m 
the  hotel.  I  was  told  that  it  was  advisable  I  should  drive 
to  the  polling  booths  on  that  morning.  I  did  so,  but  at  one 
polling  booth — it  was  in  a  Square,  I  forget  the  name-Hi 
most  decided  attack  was  made  on  me. — I  remember  that 
Mr.  Hawkins  suggested  I  should  go  out  the  back  way,  aad 
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I  said  "  No,"  btit  I  was  advised  that  I  had  better  remain 
at  home  after  that,  which  I  did,  and  not  only  on  that  day, 
for  it  was  not  absolutely  8af«  to  go  out  ou  the  Tuesday. 
Mr.  Hawkins  and  I  were  burnt  in  efiigy  on  Tuesday  by 
some  Undergraduates  in  front  of  the  hotel,  and  there  was 
a  state  of  excitement  prevailiti^  which  may  be  usual  else- 
where, but  which  I,  at  any  rate,  never  witnee^t  d. 

Now  there  seems  to  have  been  a  considerable  bill  for 
printing ;  wa-i  there  much  of  a  literary  war  in  |jlacard«  and 
posters  at  that  electioii  ? — There  was  a  goi >d  deal  of  it. 

Comparing  it  with  other  places  ? — I  don'c  know.  I  had 
a  great  number  of  speeches  to  make,  and  they  were  printed, 
some  of  them.  It  was  thousrht  that  as  I  was  a  stranger  it 
was  rather  against  me,  as  Mr.  Hall  was  such  a  well-known 
man,  and  that  a  great  deal  of  good  might  be  done  if  my 
speeches  were  printed,  and  there  was  always  a  deal  of 
literature  about  of  this  class.  I  don't  think  it  was  ex- 
cessive. 

Did  you  canvass  personally? — Yes,  I  oanvassed  per- 
sonally a  good  many  times. 

In  any  particular  part  of  Oxford  or  about  generally  ?— 
I  see  I  have  it  down  here — ^'  Monday,  canvassing  morning 
and  evening."  I  perhaps  did  not  put  the  different  parts 
which  I  canvassed. 

Did  you  go  to  the  poorer  districts  or  to  the  upper  class 
districts  ? — I  went  to  places  of  both  descriptions. 

Were  you  in  the  course  of  your  canvass  at  any  time 
applied  to  for  emplojrment? — I  don't  recollect  that  I  was. 

Did  your  canvass  leave  the  impression  that  people  were 
ready  to  take  employment? — No,  it  did  not. 

Did  you  find  la  few  people  who  said,  *'  I  will  vote  for 
yon  if  you  will  do  so  and  so ;"  did  that  leave  an  impression 
on  your  mind  that  they  were  anxious  for  employment  ?>-I 
have  no  recollection  of  anybody  doing  anything  of  the  kind. 

Do  yon  know  George  Barrett ;  was  he  one  of  the  persons 
who  acted  as  sub-agent  for  you,  do  you  remember  ?— I 
have  no  recollection  of  him. 

Or  Webb?— I  have  no  recollection  of  the  names  at  alL 

Mr.  Cowie— You  had  been  in  Parliament  before  had  yon 
not?— Yes. 

Member  for  Devonport  ?— Yes. 

Was  your  estimate  of  the  expenses  at  all  based  on  yonr 
previous  experience  ?— Well,  Devonport  is  one  of  the 
cheapest  places  in  the  world.  I  have  stood  three  contested 
elections ;  my  first  in  1868  cost  something  like  250^.,  the 
election  in  1874  was  about  300Z.,  and  the  last  election  last 
year  was  about  4002.  We  employ  no  agent.  The  leaders 
of  the  Liberal  Party  do  the  work  principally  themselves, 
which  makes  it  very  cheap.  I  think  there  are  twice  the 
number  of  electors  at  Oxford  as  at  Devonport,  and  I 
thought  1,0002.  would  be  a  fair  sum,  if  we  spent  liOW.  or 
4002.  there.  They  do  things  there  at  rather  a  little  less 
expense  than  we  did. 
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Had  yoa  any  information  offered  you  by  any  gentleman 
who  had  contested  Oxford  as  to  the  probable  amount  of 
expense  ? — No ;  unless  Sir  Wm.  Haroourt  may  have  said 
something  to  me  about  it.  I  think  he  may  have  said  that 
it  was  an  expensive  place,  and  that  it  would  cost  a  good 
deal  of  money.  I  don't  think  he  mentioned  any  exact 
•am,  but  perhaps  he  did. 

At  t^e  time  you  mentioned  1,000?.  was  it  contemplated 
that  thera  would  be  assistance  from  some  other  quarter  ? 
— No.  I  never  thought  of  that  at  all.  I  have  heard  since' 
that  Lord  Card  well  gave  some  n^oney.  If  I  thought  of  it 
at  all  it  was  that  if  the  sam  was  insufficient,  and  they 
wanted  me  to  come,  the  Oxford  people  would  meet  the 
balaoce. 

.  As  far  as  you  know,  your  1,000?.  and  the  500?.  from  Lord 
Card  well  was  the  total  amount  expended? — I  don't  know 
anything  about  that.  I  have  heard  that  Lord  Cardwell 
subscribed  this  500?.,  and  as  far  as  my  memory  f^oes  I 
think  I  have  heard  that  the  people  at  Oxford  subscribed 
some  more  money.  I  don't  know  that  that  is  the  whole 
sum.     My  impression  is  that  it  is  more. 

Do  you  know  the  source  or  sources  from  which  any  of 
the  remaining  money  came  ? — No.  I  do  not.  I  should 
have  thought  the  Oxford  people  would  have  raised  it. 
My  knowledge  as  to  the  money  from  Lord  Cardwell  was 
not  absolutely  personal. 

As  I  understand  it,  it  only  came  to  your  knowledge  since 
the  evidence  which  has  been  given  before  us  ? — No.  I 
had  heard  of  it  before.  I  heard  of  it  shortly  after  the 
election. 

Did  you  during  your  canvass  observe  that  there  were  a 
good  many  people  employed  on  your  side  ?— No. 

You  were  quite  ignorant  of  the  plan  of  the  campaign  j^ 
— Entirely. 

That  was  left  entirely  to  Mr.  Mallam  ? — Yes. 
.   Did  the  result  of   your  canvass  lead  you  to  expect  a 
majority?—!  think  that  is  a  somewhat  doubtful  question 
to  answer,  because  the  canvass  had  to  be  done  in  three 
weeks. 

I  was  going  to  ask  you  how  long  you  were  engaged  ? — I 
was  there  from  Thursday,  the  19th  of  February, to  Monday, 
the  16th  of  March,  a  little  over  three  weeks.  I  could  only 
see  a  limited  number  of  people.  Some  people  thought  I 
should  get  in,  and  others  shrugged  their  shculders  and 
said  they  did  not  think  I  should.  If  you  ask  me,  my  im- 
pression at  the  last  moment  was  that  I  should  not  get  in. 

Did  you  expect  so  large  a  majority  against  you? — No, 
I  thought  it  would  be  a  close  thing. 

Had  you  heard  anything  about  it  being  the  custem  in 
Oxford  to  employ  an  unusual  number  of  people  during  an 
election  ? — No,  I  never  heard  anything  about  that  until  I 
read  the  report  of  this  Commission. 

Did  not  Mr.  Aid.  Hughes  tell  you  what  the  election 
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might  cost  ?— I  haro  no  reoolleotion  of  his  hinting  any- 
thing on  the  subject  to  me. 

Then  it  was  your  own  contribution  to  the  ezpenses, 
not  that  the  expense  would  be  1,0002.  ?— That  is  all. 

And  you  don't  think  you  have  made  any  enquiry  as  to 
what  the  election  (did  cost  ?~No,  I  do  not  think  I  did.  I 
went  away  from  the  place.  I  suppose  I  must  have  seen 
something  about  it,  but  I  don't  tmnk  I  thought  any  more 
about  it.  I  was  entirely  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  !\lallam,  and 
1  had  confidence  in  him,  and  I  thought  my  1,0002.  was 
properly  spent.  I  heard  many  stories  as  to  what  the 
election  cost  Mr.  Hall,  but  I  don't  reproduce  them. 

Tou  don't  think  that  employment,  apart  from 
agents,^  came  to  9002.  at  your  election  ? — ISp.  I  don't  re- 
collect it. 

That  would  be  doing  things  on  a  very  different  scale  to 
what  you  had  been  accustomed  at  Devonport? — Very 
different  indeed,  becaase  there  are  no  agents  employed 
there  at  all.  It  U  a  uuique  place  in  that  respect  on  both 
sides,  as  each  agreed  not  to  have  agents. 

Yon  did  not  make  an  endeavour  to  approach  Mr.  Hall 
on  the  subject  of  keeping  the  expenses  down  ? — I  never 
saw  Mr.  Hall  but  twice — once  in  the  street,  and  one  even- 
ing at  a  gathering  at  which  I  was,-  what  they  call  the 
Buffaloes  or  somethiog  of  that  sort.  Mr.  Hall  was  a  per- 
fect stranger  to  me.  We  shook  hands,  and  I  should  not 
have  thought  of  making  any  proposition  to  him  about  the 
expenses.  I  don't  suppose  it  would  have  been  any  use  if 
I  had.  I  did  not  know  that  he  was  likely  to  enter  into 
any  superfluous  expenditure. 

Do  1  understand  you  there  were  red  flags  as  well  as  blue 
ones? — O  yes,  we  had  colours  as  well.  I  thought  I  was 
asked  whether  there  was  a  predominance  of  blue ;  we  had 
our  colours. 

You  said  before  that  there  were  blue  colours,  parti- 
cularly ou  the  day  of  electiou. — I  meant  the  people  had 
worn  blue  and  rea  before  the  election,  but  there  was  a 
sort  of  outburst  of  blue  on  the  day  of  election,  showing  a 
considerable  majority  over  our  colours  which  I  had  not 
noticed  before.  That  was  my  impression.  Our  colours 
were  red  and  white. 

Mr.  Cave — ^You  have  been  away  from  England,  I  think  ? 

Mr.  Lewis — Yes,  about  three  weeks. 

Do  you  know  of  anything  which  it  ia  important  we 
should  know  with  reference  to  your  election,  or  any  other, 
at  Oxford  ? — No,  bat  I  should  like  to  make  a  statement. 
I  have  been  asked  whether  there  was  much  excite- 
ment in  the  town.  I  think  it  proper  to  say  that  I  was 
very  much  interrupted  at  my  first  meeting,  and  at  the 
second,  in  the  Corn  Exchange,  there  was  an  organized 
opposition,  and  I  stood  on  my  legs  for  half  an  hour,  and 
could  not  be  heard.  I  said  I  was  quite  willing  to  stop 
there  all  night,  but  my  friends  said  '*  No,"  and  we  had  a 
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ticket  meeting  the  next  night.  I  have  read  something 
of  what  has  taken  place  before  this  CommissioD.  State- 
ments have  been  made  that  the  Liberal  Party  on  the  last 
occasion .  employed  too  many  men.  That  I  ha^e  nothing, 
to  do  with.  I  am  no  jadge  of  that.  I  think  it  has  been 
stated  by  some  that  the  reason  for  that  was  the  riotous 
proceedinffs  of  the  Conservatives  in  1874.  I  think  I  should 
not  be  doing  my  duty  if  I  did  not  say  that  there  seems 
some  ground  for  it.  I  must  say  that  I  think  the  state  of 
things  in  Oxford  during  the  last  few  days  of  the  election 
was  such  as  I  hope  is  not  usually  found  in  other  places ; 
stones  were  thrown  at  the  cab  in  which  I  drove  about,  and 
at  windows,  which  were  broken,  and  I  think  it  is  doubtful, 
if  I  had  net  kept  in  a  great  deal  after  the  election,  whether 
my  life  would  have  been  safe.  I  know  the  people  at  the 
Randolph  told  me  they  were  prepared  for  a  siege  on  the 
night  of  the  polling  day,  and  that  they  thought  it  very 
likely  that  the  Hotel  would  be  stormed.  The  excitement 
was  tremendous.  That  is  the  only  circumstance,  I  think, 
which  I  wish  to  inform  the  Commissioners  of. 
This  concluded  the  inquiry. 
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^0  the  (Si,utm*0  xaoat  txctlXzxtt  JRajeisits. 

We,  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  Your  Majesty  for 
the  purpose  of  making  inquiry  into  the  existence  of  cor- 
rupt practices  at  the  last  parliamentai^  election  for  the 
Oity  of  Oxford,  humbly  report  to  Your  Majesty  as 
follows  :— 

Since  the  earliest  period  of  parliamentary  representa- 
tion, the  City  of  Oxford  has  returned  two  members  to  the 
House  of  Conmions. 

It  is  probable  that  in  ancient  times  the  constituency 
oomprised  the  whole  community,  but  in  the  years  more 
immediately  preceding  the  Beform  Act  of  1832  it  was 
composed  of  the  freemen  only.  The  number  of  electors 
was  not  very  largely  increased  in  consequence  of  that  ActL 
for  while  the  number  of  freemen  polled  at  the  general 
election  of  1830  was  1,779»  the  total  number  of  voters  oa 
the  register  in  1832  was  only  2,312. 

At  the  first  election  after  the  Beform  Act  the  state  of 
the  poll  was  as  follows  : — 

Langston,  James  Haughton,  L.         -  1,260 

Stonor,  Thomas,  L 953 

Bughes,  WiUiam  BugJie8t  L,       -       •  919 

Wttherellf  Sir  Charles,  C.     -       -       -  523 

Mr.  Stonor  was  unseated  on  petition,  and  in  March 
1833  Mr.  William  Hughes  Hugbes  was  elected  in  bis 
place,  the  state  of  the  poll  being :— - 

Hughes,  W.  H.  L.  .  -  -  -  802 
Townlep,  Charles,  L.  -  -  -  -  702 
Maclean,  Donald,  C,    •       •       -       •       400 

and  the  result  of  the  next  four  general  elections  is  showiir 
bi  tha  following  table-: — 

1835. 

Hughes,  W.  H.,  O.  -  -  •  -  1,397 
Maclean,  Donald,  C.  ....  1,223 
StOTior,  Thomas,  L.      -       »       -  1,021 
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1837. 

Maclean,  Donald,  O.  -  -      *  -    1.348 

Erie,  William,  Q.C.,  L.  -    1,203 

Hughes,  W.H.,0.       -       -       -       -       900 

1841. 

liangston,  James,  L.  -  -    1,349 

Maclean,  Donald,  C.    ...        -    1,238 
Malcolnt,  NeU,  (7.        •       -       -        -    1,031 

1847. 

Langston,  James  H.,  L.   \        Were  returned 
Wood,  William  Page,  L.  f     without  a  contest. 

In  March,  1851^  on  Mr.  Wood  being  api>ointed  Solicitor- 
Oeneral,  he  was  re-elected  without  opposition. 


At  the  general  election  in  July  1862— 

Langston,  James  H.,  L.    )         Were  returned 
Wood,  Sir  W.  Page,  L.     )      without  a  contest. 


In  December  1852,  on  Sir  W.  P.  Wood  being  appointed 
a  Vice-Chancellor,  the  Bight  Honourable  Bdward  Gardr 
well  was  returned  unopposed. 

At  the  general  election  in  March  1857  the  poll  was  as 
follows : —  ^ 

Langston,  James  H.,  L.  -  *1,C71 

Neate,  Charles,  L.       -        -  -  -  1,057 

CardweU,  Rf.  Hon,  E.,  L,C,  •  -  1,016 

Octsdee,  SergeatU  Stephen^  2/.  -  -  245 

Mr.  Neate  was  unseated  on  petition,  his  ai^ents  having 
employed  198  persons  as  poll  clerks  and  messengers,  152  of 
whom  voted  for  him,  and  subsequently  received  from  hif 
agents  payment  in  sums  varying  from  U,  to  2b.  6d«  The 
committee  found  that  these  sums  were  paid  under  the  pre- 
tence of  remuneration  for  services  during  the  election,  and 
that  although  it  was  not  proved  that  the  payment  of  monev 
for  employment  was  the  primary  motive  in  deciding  thefr 
votes,  jet  in  many  of  the  cruras  no  adequate  services  were 
in  reahty  performed. 


Mr.  N^ate  having  been  unseated,  Mr.  Cardwell 

elected  in  his  place,  after  a  contest  with  Mr.  W.  M. 
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Thackerft3%  who  stood  in  the   more  advanced  Libera 
interest.    The  result  of  the  poll  was  :^ 

Gardwell,  Bt.  Hon.  E.,  L.O.     -       -    1,085 
Thackeray y  Wm,  M.^  L.      -       -       -    1,018 

Their  expenses  were  returned  at  7852.  Us.  lid.  and  8312. 
17b.  9d.  respectively.    We  have  classed  them  as  follows : — 

Gardwell.      Thackeray. 


£    s.  d. 

£.    a.  d. 

Agency 

m 

VTot  eeparatc 

I    60  19    2 

Committee  rooms 

. 

51  10    6 

80    5    5 

Canvassers,  clerks, 

and 

■ 

messengers 

• 

315  18    2 

347  12    2 

Printing  &  advertising 

223  14    0 

151  15    4 

Conveyances 

92    6    6 

103  11  10 

686    9    2 

744    3  11 

Beturning  officer 

- 

61    7    3 

61    7    3 

Auditor 

m 

24    2    6 

26    6    7 

Fees  for  return 

13  13    0 

— 

785  11 11 

831  17    9 

F>om  this  time  down  to  1868  there  was  no  contested 
election,  the  Liberals  remaining  in  poFsessioa  of  the  repre- 
sentation; but  during  the  early  part  of  this  period|the 
Conservatives  appear  to  have  regarded  Mr.  Cardwell  a» 
in  a  certain  measure  representing  their  opinions. 

At  the  general  election  in  April,  1859 

LanGTSton,  James  H.,  L.      )    were  returned   without 
Cardwell,  Bt.  Hon.  E.  L.  )  opposition. 

In  November  1863,  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Langston,  Mr. 
Neate  was  returned  unopposed. 

In  April  1864,  on  Mr.  Cardwell  ^  being  appointed 
Colonial  Secretary,  he  was  re-elected  without  opposition. 

At  the  general  election  in  July,  1865  : — 

Cardwell,  Bt.  Hon.  E.,  L.  )        Were  returned 
Neate,  Charles,  L.  )      without  a  contest. 

After  the  passing  of  the  Bepresentation  of  the  People 
Act,  1867,  the  boundaries  of  the  borough  were  enlarged 
by  including  some  outlying  districts,  and  the  number  of 
voters  on  the  register  at  the  general  election  in  November, 
1868,  was  5,033.    The  result  of  the  poll  was  as  follows  :— 

Cardwell,  Bt  Hon.  E.,  L.  -  -  2,765 
Haroourt.  William  Vernon,  Q.C.,  L.  -  2,636 
Deane,  Dr.  Jama  Parker ^  Q,C.,  C.    -    1,225 
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We  have  classed  the  zetwned  expenses  as  follows  :^ 


Agency  -  -  -  . 
Committee  rooms 
GanTaasers,  clerks,  and 
messeDgers  ... 
Printing  and  advertising  - 
Conveyances  -  -  - 
MisceUaneous      .       .       . 


Beturning  officer 
Bingers 
Personal  expenses 


Cardwell  and 
Harcourt. 

Deane. 

£     8.    d. 

£     s.    d. 

577  10    0 
220  18    4 

367  10    0 
150    1    0 

443    5    9 

642    1    9 

33  11    7 

261    4  11 

359  11    0 

4  13    0 

25  15    4 

1.917    7    5 

192  18    6 

42    0    0 

158  10    3 

1,1^  15    3 
9710    3 

75    0    0 

2,310  16    2    1,341    5    6 


There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  these  Bgnres  are  in- 
correct. We  did  not  institute  any  minute  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  this  election,  as  we  found  that  corrupt 
practices  did  not  then  prevail.  There  were,  however, 
applications  for  emplojnoient  gt^atiy  in  excess  of  the 
necessary  requirements  of  the  election,  and  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  was  an  increase  in  the  expenditure  as  compared 
with  that  of  1857,  which  may  be  partly  accounted  for  by 
the  length  of  the  contest. 

Between  1868  and  1874  there  were. two  unopposed  bye 
elections,  one  of  Mr.  Cardwell  after  his  appointment  as 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  other  of  Sir  William  Harcourt 
after  his  appointment  as  Solicitor  General. 

It  became  obvious  to  us  in  the  course  of  our  inquiry 
into  the  practices  prevailing  at  the  last  election  in  1880 
that  it  would  be  our  duty  to  make  some  inquiry  into  the 
-elections  of  1874,  and  we  have  therefore  dealt  with  them 
in  order  of  date  in  our  report : — 

1874,  Fdtruary. 

At  the  general  election  in  1874  Mr.  Alexander  William 
Hall,  who  was  then  for  the  first  time  the  Conservative 
candidate,  nearly  succeeded  in  gaining  a  seat,  the  numbers 
polled  being : — 

Harcourt.  Sir  W.  V.,  Sol.-Gen.,  L.  -  2,332 
CardweU,  Bight  Hon.  E.,  L.  -  -  2,281 
Hall,  A.  W,,C.        .        -        -        -        2,198 

The  number  of  voters  at  this  time  on  the  register  was  5,680. 
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1874,  March. 

On  Mr.  Cardwell  being  called  to  the  Upper  House,  Mr. 
Hall  was  elected  after  a  contest  with  Mr.  John  Delaware 
Lewis  by  a  majority  of  462,  the  numbers  polled  being  :~ 


Hall,  A.  W.,  0. 
Ijewis,  J,  Z>.,  L, 


2,354 
2,092 


At  the  first  of  these  two  elections-the  returned  expenses 
of  the  Liberal  candidates  may  be  classed  as  follows  : — 


Agency  -  -  - 

Committee  rooms 
Canvassers,  clerks,  and  messengers 
Printing  and  advertisiDg 
Conveyances   -  -  - 

Miscellaneous .  .  - 


Beturning  officer 
Ringers 
Personal  expenses 


At  the  second  as  follows : — 

Ageny  -  -  -  - 

Committee  rooms 

Canvassers,  clerks,  and  messengers 

Printing  and  advertising 

Conveyances   -  -  - 

Miscellaneous 


Keturning  officer 
Personal  expenses 


£   8. 

.   525  0 

-  148  11 

-  935  18 

-  433  19 

-  64  11 

d. 

0 
4 
4 
3 

9 

2,108  0 

-  432  10 

-  29  8 
62  11 

8 
0 
0 
5 

2,632  10 

1 

£   B. 

-   210  0 

■  240  16 
896  5 

■  451  6 

65  16 

d. 
0 
9 
3 
6 

2 

1,864  4 

-  163  5 

-  120  9 

8 
4 
1 

2,147  19 

1 

As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  these  accounts 
show  the  expenditure  actually  incurred.  At  the  first 
election  the  candidates  themselves  provided  all  the  neces- 
sary fands.  At  the  second,  Mr.  Lewis  contributed 
1,0002. ;  the  rest  was  raised  by  subscription. 

Mr.  Percival  Lewis  Walsh,  who  carries  on  bosineas  u 
a  solicitor  in  Oxford  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Grorden 
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Dayman,  acted  for  the  firnt  time  at  these  elections  of  1874 
M  Conservative  agent.  The  total  expenses  as  returned 
by  him  amounted  to  1,966^.  8a.  at  the  general  election, 
and  2,6992.  7s.  3d.  at  the  <^ye  election,  or  deducting  in 
eadi  case  the  charge  of  the  returning  officer  and  the  per- 
sonal expenses  of  the  candidate,  1,7482.  Is.  and  2,5362.  Is. 
lid.  respectively.  The  auioimt  actually  roent  at  those 
tviro  elections  (after  making  similar  deductions)  was 
5,6902.  17s.  8d.  It  must  be  observed  further  that  while 
"Mr.  WaJsh  is  returned  as  having  received  a  fee  of  3152. 
and  three  other  legal  agents,  Mi.  Francis  Cripps,  Mr. 
Walter  Peppercorn,  and  Mr.  Charles  £>ishop,  fees  of  1052. 
each  for  their  professional  services,  Mr.  Walsh  actually 
received  only  1502.  and  the  other  gentlemen  only  312.  lOs. 
each.  Receipts  for  the  larger  amounts  were  ^giied  by 
these  gentlemen  at  Mr.  Walsh's  suggestion.  The  total 
amount  unaccounted  for,  about  1,7502.,  represents  the  ex- 
penditure in  the  payment  of  persons  not  mentioned  in  the 
return,  who  were  employed  either  as  committee  men  or  as 
messengers,  principally  at  the  second  election. 

ITxK)n  the  whole,  although  these  elections  compare 
favourably,  as  will  be  seen  hereafter,  with  those  of  1880, 
they  show  a  further  increase  of  expenditure  above  that  of 
1868. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  1868  the  Conservative  candi- 
date. Dr.  Deane,  was  defeated  by  a  very  large  majority, 
while  on  the  other  hand  in  1874  there  was  a  close  cont^ 
at  the  general  election,  and  Mr.  Hall  actually  gained  the 
seat  at  the  subsequent  bye  election.  It  was  stated  to  us 
that  the  Conservatives  were  materially  benefited  by  the 
introduction  of  the  ballot,  and  that  there  was  a  consider- 
able growth  of  Conservative  opinion  in  the  City  during 
the  interval. 

We  think  that  both  these  causes  operated  in  some 
degree  to  bring  about  Mr.  Hall's  victory ;  but  there  were 
other  reasons  for  it.  He  was  extremely  popular  among 
all  classes  in  the  City,  not  excepting  his  political  oppon- 
ents, while  Mr.  Lewis  was  a  stranger  to  tne  constituency. 
Moreover,  Mr.  HaU  is  in  business  as  a  brewer  in  the  town, 
and  as  such  is  a  large  employer  of  labour ;  and  it  appears 
that  it  has  long  been  the  custom  at  his  brewery  to  dispense 
weekly  sums  by  way  of  charity,  amoimting  altogether  to 
about  2002.  a  year,  with  admtional  gifts  at  Christmas. 
The  increased  exx>enditure  in  1874,  particularly  at  the 
second  election,  most  of  whidi  was  incurred  in  employ- 
ment, no  doubt  also  contributed  to  Mr.  Hall's  success, 
though  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  precisely  the  influence 
which  it  had  upon  the  result. 

1880. 

At  the  general  election  In  April,  1880,  the  number  of 
Toters  on  the  register  being  then  6,166,  there  were  three 
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candidates,  viz.,  Sir  W.  V.  Harcourt,  Q.C.,  Mr.  Joseph 
William  Gbitty,  Q.G.,  and  Mr.  Hall ;  and  the  result  of 
the  poll  was — 

Harcourt,  Sir  W.  V.,  Q.O.,  L.  -       -    2,771 
Chitty,  J.  W.,  Q.C.,  L.      -        -        -    2,669   . 
ffall,  A,W,yO, 2,659 


The  returned  expenses  of  the  Liberal  candidates  may 
be  classed  as  follows : — 

£    s.    d. 

Agency            -           -           -           -  420    0    0 

Committee  rooms       ...  321  13    7 

Canvasserti,  clerks,  and  messengers  -  1,129    8    8 

Printing  and  advertising       -           -  603  10  10 

Conveyances    -           -           -           -  191  17    6 

Miscellaneous  -           -           -           -  45    0    7 


Returning  officer 
Bell  ringers     - 


2,711  11 

.      221  13 

25    4 

2 
2 
0 

2,958    8 

4 

There  was  also  an  expenditure  of  261,  Is.  8d.,  incurred 
far  colours,  of  81.  3s.  for  refreshment,  on  the  1st  of  April, 
the  polling  day,  and  of  221,5b.  for  a  ''Liberal  guard," 
none  of  which  were  returned. 

Mr.  HalPs  expenses  were  returned  at  2,5582.  4s.  4d.  or 
(deducting  as  before),  2,4472.  7s.  9d. ;  the  amount  actually 
expended  is  shown  in  the  following  table : — 

£    s.    d. 

Committee  rooms       ...  516  13    2 
Canvassers,  clerks,  and  messengers  -  1,736    2  10 

Printing  and  advertising       -           -  493    6    9 

Conveyances  -           -           -           -  408  11    0 

Misccolaneous  -           -           -           -  147  19    3 

Flags  and  colours       -           •           -  144  13    2 

Out-voters'  expenses  •           -           -  25  10    6 

Unaccounted  for,  chiefly  employment  356  19  11 


3»829  15    7 
Returning  Officer      •  -  -     119 11    7 

3,949    7    2 
U  U 
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There  are  aUo  oatBtftndiiig  dainui  estimated  at  8332.  8ii. 
9L,  which  may  be  claeufied  as  follows : — 


£  B. 

210  0 
16  19 

d. 

0 

6 

458  8 

134  1 

4  1 

9  18 

0 
3 
3 
3 

833  8 

3 

Gemmittee  rooms       .  .  . 

Canvasflers,  district  managers,  and 
personating  agents  ... 
Printing  .... 

Oonyeyances   .... 
Flags  and  colours       ... 


We  postpone  our  remarks  on  this  election,  as  it  was  so 
epeedily  followed  by  that  of  May. 

1880,  May, 

Upon  Sir  W.  Harcoart  being  appointed  Secretary  of 
State,  a  fresh  contest  took  place  between  him  and  Mr. 
HaU,  which  resulted  in  the  victory  of  the  latter  by  54 
votes,  the  numbers  polled  on  the  8th  of  May  being 

Hall,  A.  W.,  C.  -  -  -      2,735 

ffarcouH,  Rt.  Han.  Sir  W,  F.,  L,    •      2,681 

Mr.  Hall's  expenses  were  returned  at  3,610f.  12s.  8d.,  or, 
deducting  the  returniag  officer's  charges,  at  3^424  138. 
The  real  expenditure  incurred  on  his  behalf  is  shown  in 
the  following  table  : — 

£    s.    d. 
Agency  -  -  .  -      132  12    0 

Committee  rooms  ...  399  16  11 
Canvassers,  clerks,  and  messengers  2,190  15  0 
Printing  and  advertising      -  -      797    6    8 

Conveyances   .  -  >  -      508 14    6 

Miscellaneous ....  157  1  1 
Flags  and  colours       .  .  -      326    4    3 

Out  voters'  expenses    -  -  -      25    1    0 

Unaccounted  lor,  chiefly  employment  527  14  7 
Previous  services  of  sundi^  persons  -      410    0    0 


Keturning  officer 


There  are  also  outstanding  claims  estimated  at  1,8067. 
lOd.  4d.,  which  may  be  classified  as  follows : — 

£    s.    d. 

Agency  -  .  .  .      362  10    0 

Committee  Booms    ...      133  12    9 

Canvassers,  district  managers,  and 

personation  agents ...     713  10    3 


6,475  6 

0 

185  19 

0 

5,661  5 

0 
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Printers 
Conveyaoces  - 
MiscellaneouB  - 
Flags  and  colours 
Ont-voters'  expenses 


£   B.  d. 

60    6  0 

30    0  3 

26  15  0 

552  19  9 

16  16  4 

1,896  10  4 


Sir  W.  Harcourt*8  expenses  were  returned  at  3,2752. 5s., 
or,  making  deductions  as  before,  at  3,0892.  6s.  We  claBs 
them  as  follows  : — 

£.    B.    d. 
Agency  -  -  -  -      420    0    0 

Committee  rooms       ...     308  10    4 
Canvassers,  clerks,  messengers,  and 

constables    ...  -  1,011    5    4 

Printing  and  advertising       -  -      721    3    2 

I      Conveyances   .  -  -  -      268    1    6 

Miscellaneous  -  -  -  -       28    6    4 

Assistance  from  Birmingham  •      331  19    4 

3,089    6    0 
Beturning  Officer     -  -  -      185    19    0 

3,275    5    0 

This  represents  the  amount  actually  paid  away  ;  but 
there  are  outstanding  claims  amounting  to  6072.  lis.  6d., 
viz.,  for— 

£    8.    d. 
Colours  -  -  -  -      659  14    6 

Breakfasts       -  •  -  -        45    2    0 

Conveyances   -  -  -  -         2  15    0 

607  11    6 


A  petition  having  been  presented  against  his  return, 
Mr.  Hall  was  unseated  by  Mr.  Justice  Lush  and  Mr. 
Justice  Mauisty,  who  reported  that  there  was  reason  to 
believe  that  corrupt  practices  had  extensively  prevailed 
during  the  election.  Tour  Majesty  was  thereupon  pleased 
to  appoint  us  to  inquire  into  the  existence  of  such  practices. 

The  population  of  the  parliamentary  borough  is  now, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Alderman  Galpin,  the 
late  mayor,  between  40,000  and  45,000,  and  the  number 
of  voters  on  the  register  for  1880  was  6,166,  including  $84 
freemen. 

Politics  have  for  a  considerable  period  largely  influenced 
the  municipal  elections  for  the  different  wards,  and 
although  the  expenditure  at  these  elections  has  been  far 
below  that  incurred  at  the  parliamentary  elections,  it  is 
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certain  that  money  hai  frequently  been  expended  in  the 
mnnicipal  contest:*  in  ways  which,  as  one  of  tne  coonciUora 
admitted,  woald  not  bear  the  Ught.  On  the  other  hand, 
some  of  these  elections  have  been  carried  on  without  any 
ezoeB8i7e  or  corrupt  expenditure. 

In  the  Town  Council,  which  consists  of  10  aldermen 
and  30  councillors,  the  lliberals  have  at  the  present  time 
sv  decided  majority,  estimated  on  the  whole  at  32  to  8.  In 
the  Central  ward  and  in  che  North  ward  (which  includes 
the  parliamentary  polling  districts  of  St.  Giles  and  St. 
Thomas)  the  Conservatives  have  till  recently  had  a 
maJDrity;  there  are  also  Conservative  councillors  repre- 
senting other  wards,  for  instance,  Mr.  William  Evetts, 
Mr.  UalPs  partner  in  the  brewery,  is  one  of  the  represen- 
tatives for  the  West  ward,  which  includes  the  parlia- 
mentary district  of  St.  £bbe. 

The  Parliamentary  borough  is  divided  into  nine  polling 
districts,  which  are  as  follows : — 


} 


1.  St  Aldate's,  including : — 

St.  Aldate  proper  -  281) 

North  and  South  Hinckaey      187  > 
St.  Man  in         -  -  73  J 

2.  Long  Wall,  includiog : — 

Holvwell  -  .  120 

St.  John  -  -  -  15 

St.  Mary  the  Virgin     -  50 

St.  Peter  in  the  East    -  106 

3.  St.  Clement 

4.  St.  Mai y  Magdalen 

5.  Ship  Street,  including  : — 

AUSamts  -  -  87' 

Binsey     -  .  .  10 

St.  Michael         -  -  148  - 

St.  Peter  le  Bailey         -  178 

Out  of  Town  Freemen  -  82^ 

6.  St.  Giles    .... 

7.  Cowley,  including : — 

Cowley  proper      -  -         598 

Headington  -  -  9 

Iffley  ,  .  .  6 

8.  St.  Ebbe      .... 

9.  St.  Thomas 


Voters. 


541 


} 


291 

610 
327 


505 


1,140 


612 

906 
1,234 

6,166 


Of  these  districts  it  will  be  observed  that  three,  namely, 
St  Giles's,  St.  Thomas's,  and  St.  Ebbe's,  contain  together 
3,280  voters,  or  more  than  half  the  entire  constituency. 
In  St.  Ebbe's  and  St.  Thomas's,  as  well  as  in  St. 
Clement's,  a  large  proportion  of  the  population  is  of  the 
poorer  class,  and  had  suffered  much  during  the  winter 
owing  to  the  unusual  ecarcity  of  work. 
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^  Of  recent  years  local  Conservative  and  Liberal  Associa- 
tions have  sprung  np  in  the  several  districts,  and  have 
been  found  very  usefiil  for  electioneering  purposes  ;  and 
there  is  also  on  each  side  a  general  Association  uniting 
the  different  branohea.  These  district  associations  seem 
indeed  to  have  been  formed  expressly  for  the  purposes 
above  mentioned ;  for  although  in  Oxford,  as  elsewhere, 
the  majority  of  the  constituency  may  have  strong  political 
opinions,  there  exists  a  large  number  of  apathetic  voters, 
sufficient  to  carry  an  election  one  way  or  the  other,  who 
are  less  likely  to  remain  inactive  at  election  times  if  they 
have  once  been  induced  to  join  one  of  these  Associations. 

There  is  also  a  residuum  of  voters  who  are  open  to  the 
influence  of  money,  which  has  usually  been  given  in  the 
form  of  payment  for  the  sort  of  employment  reported  in 
the  case  of  Mr.  Neate,  which  we  find  was  prevalent  at  the 
last  election  to  a  greater  extent  than  had  ever  been 
luiown  before.  We  believe,  however,  that  in  many  cases 
the  object  of  the  employment  has  been  rather  to  induce 
the  persons  employed  to  record  their  votes  on  the  side 
with  which  their  employers  believed  them  to  sympathise,, 
than  to  induce  them  to  transfer  their  allegiance  from  one 
side  to  the  other.  The  expectation  of  this  employment 
appears  to  have  become  so  general  that  in  the  opinion  of 
experienced  agents  the  side  which  failed  to  resort  to  it 
would  infallibly  lose  the  election. 

As  soon  as  it  became  known  that  Sir  William  Harconrt 
had  been  appointed  Secretary  of  State,  and  that  there 
must  be  a  f  re^h  election,  the  leaders  of  the  Conservative 
part^  in  Oxford  held  a  meeting  on  Saturday,  the  24th  of 
April,  at  which  it  was  decided  not  to  contest  the  seat, 
mainly  on  the  ground  of  want  of  funds.  Mr.  William 
Evetta,  however,  having  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Hall 
on  the  25 tb,  went  up  to  London  on  Monday,  the  26th  of 
April,  and  saw  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke  and  Colonel  the 
Honourable  Wellington  Patrick  Talbot  at  the  Central 
Conservative  offices,  with  a  view  to  obtain  assistance.  He 
told  them  that  no  funds  were  then  available  in  Oxford,  and 
that  3,5002.  would  be  required  in  order  to  contest  the  seat. 

As  to  the  particular  sum  named,  it  should  be  remarked 
that,  in  the  first  instance,  the  Ck)nservative  agents  at 
Oxford  desired  to  have  the  disposal  of  4,0002.  for  the 
purposes  of  the  election ;  but  it  was  ultimately  considered 
that  3,5002.  would  be  sufficient.  Mr.  Davman,  Mr.  Walsh's 
partner,  intended  that  5002.,  part  of  this  sum,  should  be 
devoted,  not  to  purposes  of  the  election,  but  towards  the 
satisfaction  of  clamis,  which,  as  he  conceived,  certain 
persons  in  Oxford  had  against  the  Conservative  party  for 
services  rendered  and  expenses  incurred  in  parliamentary 
and  municipal  contests  of  previous  years.  He  did  not, 
however,  then  inform  Mr.  Evetts  of  this,  nor  had  an^  ox 
the  gentlemen  whom  Mr.  Evetts  saw  in  London  any  idea 
that  part  of  the  money  asked  for  was  intended  to  be  used 
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in  this  way ;  and  Mr.  Evetts,  at  that  tune,  himself  |be- 
lieyed  that  the  whole  of  the  £3,500  was  required  for^the 
legitimate  purposes  of  the  election. 

Sir  W.  H.  Dyke  and  Colonel  Talbot  after  some  hesita- 
tion agreed  to  advance  3,0002.  for  the  pniposes  of  the 
election,  out  of  a  fund  at  their  disposal,  formed  by  con- 
tributions  from  the  leaders  and  friends  of  the  GonserratiTe 
party  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  candidates.  It  is 
customary  to  recruit  this  fund  in  prospect  of  a  general 
election ;  and  at  this  time  there  was  a  balance  remaining 
which  had  been  kept  in  hand  in  order  to  assist  in  defraying 
the  expenses  of  election  petitions. 

We  were  informed  that  3,0002.  was  an  unusuidly  large 
sum  to  be  granted  from  this  fund  for  one  election;  but 
looking  to  the  expenses  returned  on  either  side  at  the 
previous  contest,  and  to  the  estimate  then  formed  by  the 
Iiiberal  candidates,  we  think  that  3,0002.  was  not  neces- 
sarily to  be  regarded  as  in  excess  of  the  legitimate  require- 
ments, and  we  acquit  those  who  made  the  grant  of  any 
corrupt  intent  in  making  it. 

Mr.  Evetts  having  telegraphed  to  Oxford  that  S,OO0Ci 
would  be  f  oimd  in  Iiondon,  a  meeting  was  held  the  same 
evening,  at  which  the  necessity  of  raising  an  additional 
sum  of  6002.  was  discussed.  Ttie  general  feeling  was  that 
this  could  not  be  done ;  but  Mr.  Dayman  who  was  present 
at  the  meeting  having  informed  Mr.  Montagu  Burrows, 
Ghichele  Professor  of  Modem  History,  of  the  state  of 
affairs,  that  gentleman  wrote  to  the  late  Mr.  Thomas 
Dallin,  then  JE^iblic  Orator  in  the  University,  a  letter, 
which  by  some  means  or  other  got  into  the  hands  of  the 
opposite  party,  and  furnished  us  with  a  valuable  due  to 
the  information  which  we  sought.  The  letter  was  as 
follows : — 

(Private.)  9,  Norham  Gardens,  Oxford, 

April  27,  8  a.m. 

Dear  Dallin, — ^I  found  a  note  from  Dayman  when  I  got 
home  last  night  saying  tiie  fight  must  collapse  unless  we 
can  provide  5002.  over  the  CSurlton  3,0002.  ^y  same  post 
I  got  a  letter  from  Hathaway  saying  he  vHU  come  up  and 
fi^t  the  election  for  us,  and  urgm?  us  to  g^  on  (from 
private  information  he  has  received  of  our  good  chances). 
Noel  also  promises  to  work  Jericho  this  time.  I  look  on 
these  two  helpers  as  worth  100  additional  votes.  We  are 
^mre  to  win.  The  thing  must  be  settled  by  11  a.m.,  so  I 
fee  nothing  for  it  but  t5  come  forward  and  g^uarantee  SOI. 
myself  on  condition  H.  Morrell,  Parsons,  and  West  brhig 
8002.  more  by  11  to-day,  but  I  must  have  help  and  shoula 
like  to  ndse  my  guarantee  to  1002. ;  can  you  aid  me  with 
102.  towards  this  sum  ?  It  is  a  crisiB  and  we  must  really 
sacrifice  something  for  our  party.  Let  me  know,  please, 
1^10  a.m.  at  All  Souls,  or  by  11  a.m.  at  D.  and  Waldi'a 
office.    I  shall  not  be  here. 

Yours  ever,  M.  Bubbowb. 


On  the  morning  of  the  27th  another  meeting  was  held, 
at  which  it  was  agreed  to  raise  the  additional  500^.,  Pro- 
fessor Burrows  guaranteeing  100^.,  the  Kev.  Washbume 
West,  of  Lincohi  College,  lOW.,  Mr.  John  Parsons,  of  the 
Old  Bank,  100^,  Mr.  George  Herbert  Morrell,  of  Head- 
ing^on,  100/.,  and  if  necessary  another  100/.  ;  and  the  con- 
test was  determined  upon. 

Before  entering  upon  the  organization  and  management 
of  the  election,  it  will  be  convenient  to  state  how  the 
3,000/.  was  sent  to  Oxford,  and  how  it  was  disposed  of 
when  it  got  there. 

Colonel  Talbot  drew  a  crossed  cheque  for  3,000?.  on 
Messrs.  Drummond,  payable  to  the  order  of  Mr.  Evetts, 
and  sent  it  to  him  at  Oxford.  Mr.  Evetts  endorsed  the 
cheque,  and  forwarded  it  in  an  enveloj^eto  Mr.  Dayman, 
from  whom  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  Mr.  tf oseph 
Diaper,  managing  derk  to  Messrs.  Dayman  and  Walsh. 

Tnere  was  at  tnis  time  in  Oxford  one  Charles  Pegler, 
who  passed  there  by  the  name  of  Matthews,  described  to 
ns  as  a  retired  draper  of  strong  political  views,  who  was 
anxious  to  make  himself  useful  to  the  Conservative  parity. 
This  person's  attendance  we  were  not  able  to  secure,  as  he 
escaped  to  the  continent,  so  far  as  we  could  learn,  about 
the  time  of  the  commencement  of  our  enquiry.  Mr.  Evetts, 
when  in  London,  had  asked  for  the  assistance  of  some  ex- 
perienced election  agents,  but  neither  Sir  W.  H.  D^ke  nor 
Colonel  Talbot  sent  any  one  in  compliance  with  this 
request.  It  seems,  however,  that  Pegler  was  known  to 
Mr.  Charles  Martin,  then  Secretary  of  the  Junior  Carlton 
Club,  who  disappeared  about  the  same  time  as  Pegler; 
and  we  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  through  Mr.  Martin 
that  Pe«fler  was  sent  to  Oxford.  At  all  events,  he  was 
known  by  both  Mr.  Dayman  and  Mr.  Walsh  to  be  on 
agent  of  the  party,  and  either  one  or  the  other  of  these 
gentlemen  instructed  Mr.  Draper  to  hand  Pegler  the 
cheque,  in  order  that  it  might  be  changed  and  turned  into 
cash  in  London,  so  as  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  the  money 
being  paid  in  one  sum  to  the  election  account  which  was 
opened  in  Mr.  Walsh's  name  at  the  Old  Bank  in  Oxford. 

Pegler  accordingly  returned  to  London  with  the  cheque, 
and  induced  Colonel  Talbot  to  give  him  in  exchange  for  it 
an  uncrossed  cheque  payable  to  Dearer,  which  he  cashed  at 
Messrs.  Drummond's ;  and  he  then  returned  to  Oxford 
with  3,000/.  in  gold,  contained  in  thirty  bags. 

Colonel  Talbot  states  that  he  was  induced  to  change  the 
cheque  by  the  representation  of  Pegler  that  if  it  were 
known  in  Oxford  tnat  Mr.  Hall  was  not  finding  his  own 
money,  it  would  be  nearly  sure  to  lose  him  his  election. 
Assuming  this  to  have  been  so,  we  think,  notwithstanding, 
that  the  request  to  be  provided  at  such  a  moment  with 
cash  in  the  place  of  an  ordinary  crossed  cheque  was  one 
calculated  to  excite  suspicion;  and  that,  although  he 
believed  the  money  was  re  quired  for  legitimate  purposes. 
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Colonel  Talbot  ought  not  to  have  advanoed  it  all  at  onoe, 
nor  should  he  have  put  it  in  Pegler's  power  to  take  it  to 
Oxford  in  the  form  of  gold. 

Mr.  Hall  himself  was  no  party  to  the  arrangement  by 
which  the  cheque  originally  ffiven  was  exchanged  for  the 
other ;  and  we  are  satisfied  that  he  had  no  desire  to  con- 
ceal the  fact  that  he  was  receiving  assistance  from  the 
funds  of  the  partj  in  London,  or  to  prevent  the  first 
cheque  being  paid  m  to  his  election  account. 

The  thirty  bags  of  gold  were  taken  by  Pegler  to  Mr. 
Dayman  on  Thursday  the  29th,  or  Friday  the  30th  of 
April.  Three  bags  containing  lOOL  each,  were  retained  by 
Pegler  with,  as  we  believe,  Mr.  Dayman's  knowledge  and 
consent,  and  the  remaining  2,700^.  was  placed  in  a  box  and 
taken  by  Pegler  and  a  clerk  of  Mr.  Dayman's  to  the  Old 
Bank,  where  it  remained  till  taken  possession  of  by  Mr. 
Walsh 

Of  the  2,700«.,  Mr.  Walsh  placed  2,25(W.  to  the  creditof 
the  election  account  in  the  Bank,  in  separate  sums  of  350?., 
250^.,  1501.,  and  1,500Z. — ^the  first  three  sums  corresponding 
in  amount  with  sums  which  he  had  received  from  Mr. 
Hall,  and  spent  in  corrupt  practices  in  the  April  election, 
and  which  did  not  appear  either  in  his  banking  account  of 
the  first  election  or  in  the  accounts  he  transnutted  to  the 
returning  ofiicer.  The  object  of  so  dividing  the  money 
was  that,  in  the  event  of  any  subsequent  inquiry,  the  first 
three  items  might  be  supposed  to  represent  the  sums  re- 
ceived from  Mr.  Hall,  and  the  1,500^.  to  be  the  total 
amount  obtained  from  Colonel  Talbot.  This  design  was, 
however,  frustrated  by  the  publication  of  the  letter  already 
set  out. 

Mr.  Walsh  disposed  of  the  remaining  450^  as  follows  :— 
A  further  sum  of  1812.  was  handed  to  P^ler  to  be  dis- 
pensed for  illegal  purposes ;  791.  to  Mr.  Draper  to  pay  out- 
standing accounts  for  the  April  election ;  while  WOL  was 
retained  in  Mr.  Walsh's  hands,  and  ultimately  used  to  i)ay 
the  bill  at  the  Roebuck  Hotel,  where  the  Conservative 
central  committee  room  was^situated. 

Of  the  500/.  which  was  t )  be  raised  in  Oxford,  Mr. 
West  and  ProfeHSor  Burrows  have  since  paid  1002.  each  ; 
721.  10:).  has  been  paid  from  other  private  sources,  and  the 
residue  is  due  from  Mr.  Parsons  and  Mr.  Morrell.  These 
sams  were  not,  however,  paid  to  the  credit  of  the  election 
account  (which  was  in  Mr.  Walsh's  name),  but  were 
placed  to  the  credit  of  a  separate  account  at  the  Old  Bank, 
called  Mr.  Dayman's  No.  2  aco  )UQt,  to  distinguish  it  from 
his  private  account  at  the  same  bank.  Mr.  Dayman  was 
at  once  allowed  by  the  bank,  on  the  faith  of  the  promised 
subscriptions,  to  draw  3002.  on  this  account,  and  he  was 
also  furnished  by  Pegler  with  1102.  out  of  the  4812.,  which 
the  latter  had  obtained  as  alreadv  meutioned.  This  sum 
of  4102.  was  disposed  of  by  Mr.  ]3aymaa  in  the  following 
manner : — 
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To  Mr.  John  Calcutf;,  a  town  councillor,  who       £ 
stated  that  he  had  expended  nearly  1,000^.  at 
previous  parliamentary  and  municipal  elec- 

ulOuB  •••  ••■  «••  •••  ••■  •••  Xvv 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Wells,  also  a  town  councillor, 
who  stated  that  he  had  expended  about  5002. 
on  previous  electiens      150 

To  Mr.  William  Goodson,  an  innkeeper,  who 
stated  that  he  had  incurred  heavy  losses 
through  supporting  the  Conservatives  at  pre- 
vious elections     ...        50 

To  Mr.  John  Juggins,  a  tailor  and  hatter,  who 
stated  that  he  had  spent  1,OOOZ.  in  election- 
eering in  Oxford  50 

To  Mr.  John  Hobdell,  an  auctioneer,  who 
stated  that  he  had  spent  about  120^.  in  un- 
successfully contesting  the  West  Ward       ...        60 
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With  regard  to  the  3711,  remaining  in  Pegler's  hands, 
we  find  that  he  was  instiucted  by  Mr.  Walsh  that  he 
might  use  Mr.  Wells,  Mr.  Galcutt,  and  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Oioss  Payne,  an  innkeeper,  as  convenient  channels  for  the 
di8tributir)n  of  money.  He  accordingly  paid  1002.  to  Mr. 
Wells,  100/.  to  Mr.  Payne,  100/.  to  Mr.  Calcutt  (from 
whom  the  greater  part  of  this  sum  passed  into  Mr.  Payne's 
possession),  and  5/.  to  Mr.  George  West,  an  innkeeper. 
These  three  sums  of  100/.  were  expended  by  Messrs. 
Wells,  Payne,  and  Calcutt  in  colourable  employment ; 
the  51.  was  spent  in  direct  bribery  and  treating  ;  the  re- 
maining &51.  we  have  not  been  able  to  trace. 

Conservative  Organization, 

The  parliamentary  borough  was  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Conservative  canvass  d'vided  into  districts,  coinciding,  for 
the  most  part,  with  the  polling  districts.  In  some  of 
these  the  number  of  committee  rooms  was  excessive,  and 
in  nearly  all  of  them  the  number  of  persons  employed 
(under  the  various  names  of  biU-posters,  committee-men, 
canvassers,  clerks,  constables,  detectives,  fetchers-up, 
guards,  orderlies,  messengers,  night  watchmen,  and 
writers)  was  so  largely  in  excess  of  the  legitimate  require- 
ments as  to  leave  no  doubt  that  the  object  of  the  employ- 
ment was  to  influence  votes.  There  were,  however,  some 
exceptions,  notably  the  Long  Wall  district  and  the 
parishes  of  All  Saints  and  St.  Michael,  which  are  situated 
in  well-to-do  parts  of  the  town.  Additional  hands  were 
employed  on  the  polling  day — ostensibly  to  bring  up  the 
voters  or  to  protect  them  from  intimidation;  and  in 
addition  to  the  necessary  check  clerks  and  personation 
agents,  legal  agents  from  other  towns  were  retained  to 
assist  in  the  polling  booths,  whose  presence  was  considered 
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desirable  by  Mr.  Walsb)  becauBo  the  presiding  officers 
were,  in  his  opinion,  mostly  political  partizans.  We  do 
not  tnink  that  this  opinion  was  founded  on  fact,  or  that 
an^  necessity  has  been  shown  for  employing  legal 
assistants  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  personation  agents. 
Most  of  them  are  still  unpaid,  and  some  make  no  claim  to 
payment. 

The  number  of  conveyances  employed  by  the  Conserva- 
tives on  the  polling  day  was  about  196,  which,  in  our 
opinion,  was  excessive,  and  we  think  the  charge  for  each, 
11.  15s.,  was  too  high. 

There  was  an  inordinate  amount  of  printing  and  bill- 
I>osting,  and  a  profuse  display  of  flags  and  colours,  which 
was  common  to  both  sides.  Men  were  employed  in 
making  flags,  in  putting  them  up,  and  in  watcning  them 
to  see  that  they  were  not  torn  down.  Others  were 
employed  in  printing  bills,  and  in  pasting  them  on  the 
walls.  This  was  done  even  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
parliamentary  borough.  Indeed  it  was  in  the  distribution 
of  printed  matter  and  colours  and  in  watching  their  bills 
and  flags  that  the  agents  found  their  chief  pretext  for  the 
employment  of  so  many  persons. 

The  voters  who,  being  non-resident  freemen  or  tempor- 
arily absent  from  Oxford,  had  to  come  from  a  distance  to 
vote,  were  not  onlv  paid  their  travelling  expenses,  but  in 
most  cases  receivea  further  sums  as  compensation  for  their 
loss  of  time. 

With  regard  to  the  Conservative  expenditure  in  particu- 
lar districts,  we  found  very  great  difficulty  in  amying  at 
even  an  approximate  account  of  the  mode  in  which  the 
money  had  been  expended,  for  the  list  which  had,  in  most 
cases,  been  prepared  by  the  district  agents  showing  the 
names  of  the  persons  employed  and  the  amounts  paidwere 
iianded  to  Mr.  Walsh,  and  destroyed  by  Imn  or  by  his 
directions  either  immediately  after  the  election  or  just 
before  the  hearing  of  the  petition.  In  the  case  of  probably 
all  the  clerks,  and  of  some  few  of  the  messengers,  vouchers 
were  given,  but  most  of  them  were  destroyed  in  order  to 
save  those  who  voted  from  prosecution ;  so  that  while  the 
returned  expenses  go  to  show  that  95  clerks  and  254  mes- 
sengers were  employed,  there  were  filed  only  41  vouchera 
for  the  clerks,  and  none  at  all  for  the  messengers.  But 
even  these  numbers  are  totally  unreliable,  and  some  of  the 
vouchers  filed  are  fictitious.  The  names  also  of  the  persons 
employed,  and  the  amounts  ^d  to  them,  are  incorrectly 
stated  in  the  returns.  Mr.  Walsh  estimates  that  on  the 
polling  day  1,200  persons  were  employed  on  the  Consor- 
vative  side,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  ms  estimate  is  rather 
under  than  over  the  truth. 

Besides  these  grave  irregularities,  we  also  found  that  in 
many  districts  money  was  disbursed  which  did  not  oome 
through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Walsh  in  any  shape  or  way. 
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Imt  was  provided  by  various  persons  out  of  their  own  re- 
sources. 

We  have  considered  it  unnecessary  to  i«x)rt  minutely 
on  the  details  of  the  expenditure  in  each  of  flie  nine  polling- 
distoiots ;  but  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the  system 
generally  carried  out  on  the  Conservative  side,  we  refer 
to  tiie  following  dislxicts  where  the  expenditure  was  most 
extravagant : — 

In  St.  Clement's  district,  containing  610  voters,  about 
100  persons  were  empWed,  who  received  ISU.  18s.  out  of 
a  total  expenditure  of  237^.  Os.  9d. 

In  the  district  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  containinpf  327 
voters,  of  whom  about  120  were  Conservatives,  Benjamin 
Bennett,  who  had  charge,  employed  not  less  than  150 
persons,  and  the  total  expenditure  was  2812.  5s.,  nearly  all 
of  whicn  was  paid  for  such  employment.  There  were  alsa 
some  cases  of  direct  bribery.  Benjamin  Bexinett  stated 
that,  although  he  received  no  special  instructions,  it  was 
understood  that  he  was  to  give  employment  when  asked, 
and  that  he  acted  according^ly.  In  the  April  election  he 
had  refused  applicants,  but  m  the  May  election  he  refused 
none.  It  shomd  be  added  that,  besides  the  large  sum  actu- 
ally paid,  there  are  now  outstanding  claims,  some  of  them 
disputed,  to  the  amount  of  about  1602. 

in  the  Cowley  district,  containing  612  voters,  Mr. 
Robert  Thomas,  a  private  tutor,  who  was  the  managing 
secretary  and  responsible  for  the  district,  employed  a  very 
large  number  of  messengers  and  orderlies,  who  were  en- 
gaged throughout  the  10  days  of  the  contest ;  and  Mr. 
xhomas  Boadington,  who  was  working  under  him,  re- 
ceived instructions  just  before  the  polling  day.  to  employ 
as  many  more  as  he  could.  The  precise  numbers  cannot 
be  given,  as  Mr.  Thomas  was  unable  to  furnish  a  com- 
plete list :  but  he  showed  a  list  of  nearly  90  messengerSy 
clerks,  bill-posters,  and  orderlies,  and  we  have  no  doubt 
there  were  m  reality  at  least  150.  The  total  expenditure 
was  2352.  of  which  1972.  was  spent  in  colourable  employ- 
ment, although  only  about  1002.  of  this  sum  was  so  ac- 
counted for;  and  there  are  still  outstanding  claims 
amounting  to  902. 

In  St.  Ebbe's  district,  containing  906  voters,  Mr.  Joseph 
Henry  Gynes  was  the  secretary  in  charge ;  but  the  most 
active  and  influential  supporter  of  Mr.  Hall  was  his  partner, 
Mr.  William  Evetts.  The  number  of  persons  employed 
was  not  less  than  160 ;  and  there  were  several  cases  of 
direct  bribery.  The  total  expenditure  appears  to  have 
been  5212.  3s.  Id.,  and  of  this  sum  a  considerable  portion, 
amounting  to  about  1982.  13s.  Id.,  was  admitted  by  Mr. 
Evetts  to  have  come  direct  from  the  receipts  at  the 
brewery,  without  passing  through  the  hands  of  the  elec- 
tion a^pent,  Mr.  waLsh.  No  pi^  of  the  expenditure  in 
this  district  was  included  in  toe  accounts  transmitted  to 
the  returning  officer. 
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The  distzict  of  St.  Thomas,  oontaining  1,234  YotetB,  was 
for  the  pnrpoees  of  the  election  divided  into  two;  one 
portion  being  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Wells,  and 
the  other  mider  that  of  Mr.  Frederick  Gre«8on,  a  solicitor. 

Mr.  Wells,  whose  portion  contained  about  fiOOToteiSy 
employed  n^fl^^  100  persons,  and  the  total  expenditme 
came  to  about  227^.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  employ- 
ment was  ezcesdye,  and  that  it  was  chiefly  done  in  con- 
sequence of  Pegler  having  told  Mr.  Wells  that,  in  additios 
to  the  lOOf.  already  given  to  him,  further  supplies  would 
be  forthcoming.  La  addition  to  tne  persons  employed  by 
Mr.  Wells  himsdf ,  there  were  over  60  persons  emplqyed 
at  sub-committee  rooms,  at  an  additional  expenditure  of 
U7l. 

In  the  other  portion  of  this  district,  inolnding  about 
635  voters,  which  was  under  the  management  of  Mr. 
Frederick  Grregson,  there  were  employed  about  120  persons 
at  a  cost  of  about  2102.  On  the  25th  of  May  a  list  was  sent 
by  him  to  Mr.  Walsh,  in  which  the  names  of  many  of  the 
messengers  were  purposely  suppressed  or  incorrectly 
stated,  in  order,  as  he  said,  to  prevent  those  who  had  been 
employed  and  had  voted  from  getting  into  trouble.  Mr. 
Gregson  also  signed  a  receipt  for  1322.  lOs.  for  his  services 
in  order  that  it  might  be  filed  with  the  accounts,  although 
he  did  not  receive  the  money  until  just  before  the  petition 
was  heard,  when  it  was  paid  out  of  money  belonging  to 
Messrs.  Dayman  and  Walsh.  He  received  altogeth^ 
through  Mr.  Walsh  and  expended  in  the  district  about 
2362. 

Taking  the  whole  of  St.  Thomas's' district  together,  the 
expenditure  amounted  to  about  5782.,  and  the  number  of 
persons  employed  exceeded  250. 

Mr.  N.  C.  Payne  took  an  active  part  in  the  distribution 
of  money  in  this  neighbourhood.  As  the  previous  election 
had,  in  his  opinion,  been  lost  through  not  employing  a 
sufiScient  numoer  of  persons  he  began,  as  soon  as  thecon- 
test  was  resolved  on,  to  engage  everybody  who  was  in 
want  of  a  job,  and  in  this  way  he  employed  about  120 

Srsons,  all  of  whom* were  supposed  to  be  Conservatives, 
e  expended  a  considerable  sum  in  treating,  and  also  in- 
structed certain  iaiikeapers  to  supply  beer  to  the  fre- 
quenters of  their  houses  at  his  expense.  He  spent  alto- 
gether about  2302.,  and  he  considers  that  he  is  liable  for 
642.  lOs.  more.  Of  the  2302.  he  has  received  2102.  in- 
cluding 502.  from  Mr.  Dayman,  as  well  as  the  sum  which 
•came  to  him  from  Pegler. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  amount  paid  away  on  the 
Oonservative  side  exceeded  the  original  estimate  of  3,5001b 
by  2,1612.  5s.  To  meet  this  excess  in  part,  sums  amount- 
ing in  all  to  about  6902.  were  supplied  by  Mr.  Hall  him- 
self, by  Mr.  Evetts  from  the  brewery,  by  Mr.  Dayman 
from  his  private  banking  account,  and  by  certain  of  the 
district  agents  from  their  own  resources. 
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This  still  left  a  large  deficiency,  in  order  to  supply  which 
Mr.  Walsh,  about  tbe  beginning  of  July,  induced  his 
bankers  at  Oxford  to  advance  1.5G0/.  To  replace  this  he 
went  to  London,  where  he  was  introduced  by  Mr.  Hall 
to  Lord  Henry  Thynne,  who  with  Mr.  Kowland  Winn 
collected  a  sum  of  nearly  1,000^.  for  the  purpose  of  meet- 
ing the  expenses  of  opposing  the  petition  which  had  then 
been  filed  against  Mr.  Hall's  return.  Mr.  Martin,  the 
secretary  of  the  Junior  Carlton  Club,  was  instructed  by 
Lord  Henry  Thynne  to  pay  this  money  to  Mr.  Hall's 
agent  for  opposing  the  petition.  It  was,  however,  i)aid 
to  Mr.  Walsh,  who  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  petition, 
but  who  received  it  under  the  impression  that  it  was  to  be 
used  in  meeting  the  expenses  of  the  election.  Mr.  Hall 
took  the  same  view ;  but  we  are  assured  by  Lord  Henry 
Thynne  that  his  intention  was  that  the  money  should  be 
devoted  to  the  petition  and  the  petition  only,  for  which 
purpose  it  had  been  subscribed. 

Mr.  Walsh  at  the  same  time  succeeded  in  obtaining 
through  Mr.  Martin  an  advance  of  500i^.  froqi  the  funds 
of  the  Junior  Carltun  Club,  for  which  he  gave  the  joinc 
promissory  note  of  Mr.  Dayman  and  himself.  This  money 
also  Mr.  Walsh  considered  he  was  authorised  to  use  in 
meeting  election  expenses ;  but  Sir  George  Prescott,  a 
member  of  the  committee,  who  signed  the  necessary 
cheque,  was  told  by  Mr.  Martin  that  it  was  required  for 
the  petition.  On  inspecting  the  minute-book  of  the  Club, 
we  found  that  the  first  entry  relating  to  the  matter  is  as 
follows : — 

"27th  July. 
*'  The  Seecretary  reported  that,  with  the  consent  of 
the  leaders  of  the  party,  a  loan  of  5002.  had  been  made  to 
the  agent  of  the  Oxford  election." 

But  on  the  3rd  August  and  in  every  subsequent  week  the 
entry  is  carried  on  as 

"Loan  to  Oxford  Petition  Fund." 

We  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  first  entry 
represented  that  which  Mr.  Martin  knew  to  be  the  in- 
tended application  of  the  5002. ,  but  that  it  was  purposely 
carried  on  by  him  in  a  different  form,  in  order  to  lead  the 
authorities  of  the  Club  to  suppose  that  the  money  was 
being  used  for  the  purposes  of  the  petition. 

LibercU  OrganiscUum, 

Sir  William  Harcourt  appointed  as  his  Joint  election 
agents  Mr.  Thomas  Mallam  and  Mr.  (Joseph  Jones 
Bickerton,  solicitors,  but  the  former  took  no  active  part 
in  the  conduct  of  the  election.  A  banking  account  was 
opened  in  the  name  of  Sir  W.  Harcourt,  on  which  the 
agents  had  authority  to  draw.  The  total  amount  paid  to 
this  account  was  3,2752.,  which  we  find  to  have  been  all 
furnished  by  the  candidate  himself. 
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For  the  purposes  of  their  canvara  the  Liberals  divided 
the  City  into  diMtricta,  whioh  coincided  with  the  pollhig 
districts  already  mentioned. 

The  total  number  of  persons  employed  on  the  Liberal 
side  at  the  election  (excluding  the  drivers  of  conveyances) 
was  about  500,  of  whom  about  220  were  voters,  and  the 
others  nearly  all  members  of  the  different  Liberal  Associa- 
tions. These  were  employed  under  designations  as  various 
as  those  used  on  the  other  side. 

In  the  districts  of  St.  Giles  and  St.  Thomas,  forming 
the  North  ward,  which  were  at  both  elections  under  the 
superintendence  of  Mr.  Robert  Buckell,  the  secretary  of 
the  Oxford  Reform  Club  (of  whose  proceedings  Mr. 
Bickerton  was  aware),  264  persons,  induding  86  voters, 
were  emploved.  and  the  total  expenditure  was  4902.  12b.  8d. 

In  St.  Ebbe  8  district,  which  was  under  the  chaige  of 
Mj.  Greoige  Webb,  58  persons  were  employed. 

In  St.  Aldate's  district,  where  Mr.  George  Barrett,  the 
secretary  of  the  local  Liberal  Association,  was  in  chaige, 
36  persons  were  employed. 

We  think  the  employment  in  each  of  the  above-named 
districts,  particularly  in  the  two  under  Mr.  Buckdl's 
charge,  was  far  in  excess  of  the  requirements,  and 
amounted  to  a  corrupt  practice  on  the  part  of  the 
employers.  Indeed  Mr.  Bickerton  and  Mr.  Buckell  have 
both  candidly  admitted  that  many  more  persons  were 
employed  than  were  necessary,  and  Mr.  JBuckell  has 
stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  whichever  side  abstained  from 
the  practice  would  infallibly  lose  the  election. 

The  item  "  Assistance  from  Birmingham"  requires  some 
explanation.  The  services  of  Mr.  Francis  Scnnadhorst, 
the  secretary  of  the  Birmingham  Liberal  Association, 
were  retained  at  a  cost  of  1052.  on  behalf  of  Sir  William 
Harcourt,  at  an  early  ^riod,  to  assist  in  the  detection  of 
corrupt  practices  and  in  the  management  of  the  contest 
generally.  Mr.  George  Nuttall,  an  electioneering  agent 
from  Birmingham,  was  employed  under  Mr.  Schnadhorst 
with  a  staff  of  amateur  detectives.  He  received  522. 10s.  in 
respect  of  his  own  services,  and  1752.  5s.  lOd.  for  the  pay 
and  travelling  and  hotel  expenses  of  his  subordinates.  We 
do  not  find  that  either  Mr.  Schnadhorst  or  Mr.  Nuttall 
discovered  anything  of  importance,  or  introduced  any 
striking  novelty  into  the  arrangements  of  the  election. 
They  advised,  however,  that  breakfasts  might  without 
illegality  be  provided  on  the  polling  day,  in  accordance 
with  a  practice  observed  in  Birmmgham. 

This  was  accordingly  done  upon  a  very  extensive  scale, 
no  less  than  787  breakfasts  having  been  provided  at 
prices  varyin?  from  Is.  3d.  to  3s.  per  head,  amounting  in 
.all  ti>  7^.  9s.  8d.,  of  which  282.  7s.  8d.  is  charged  in  the 
accoutl^  under  the  head  of  "  Committee  Rooms."  The 
remaihiog  452.  2s.  was  not  returned. 


495 

In  advising  that  breakfasts  should  ba  provided,  Mr. 
Scbnadhorst  and  Mr.  Nuttall  appear  to  have  acted  under 
the  bond  fide  belief  that,  if  they  were  provided  only  for 

Sersons  actually  employed  in  bringing  up  voters  on  the 
ay  of  the  poll,  the  breakfasts  would  not  be  within  the 
2Srd  section  of  the  Gorru]}t  Practices  Prevention  Act ; 
but  we  diink  that  they  did  in  fact  induce  many  persons 
to  take  an  active  interest  in  the  election  and  to  vote,  who 
would  not  otherwise  have  done  so.  The  practice  is  ex- 
tremely liable  to  abuse,  and  it  was  abused  on  this  occasion. 

The  item  "  Canvassers,  clerks,  messengers,  and  con- 
stables" includes  532.  paid  for  104  persons.  Liberal  voters 
of  Abingdon,  who,  in  pursuance  of  arrangements  made 
by  Mr.  Biokt>rton,  visited  Oxford  on  the  polling  day, 
decorated  with  the  Liberal  colours,  nominally  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  order,  but  whose  services  do  not 
seem  to  have  been  required  in  that  capacity. 

The  flags  and  colours  on  the  Liberal  side  were  supplied 
in  great  profuaion  bjr  Mr.  Bnckell,  Mr.  George  Young, 
and  Mr.  George  William  Cooper,  on  their  own  responsi- 
bility. These  gentlemen  stated  that  they  looked  for 
repayment,  not  to  Sir  William  Harcourt  or  his  agents,  but 
to  the  Liberal  Association.  A  sum  of  791.  ISs.  was, 
however,  paid  on  the  2lRt  of  May,  by  Mr.  George  Henry 
Annette,  Mr.  Bickerton*s  clerk,  to  Mr.  Young  by  a 
cheque  drawn  on  the  election  account  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  Mr.  Young  to  pay  for  some  of  these  colours. 
No  receipt  was  taken  by  Mr.  Annette  from  Mr.  Young 
for  the  money  so  paid  to  him,  and  the  money  was  repaid 
by  Mr.  Young  to  Mr.  Bickerton  on  the  3rd  of  November. 
Mr.  Bickerton  stated  that  this  cheque  was  drawn  on  the 
election  account  by  mistake,  and  should  have  been  drawn 
on  his  private  banking  account,  because  as  agent  he  de- 
clined to  have  anything  to  do  with  colours. 

We  regard  as  h  ghly  objectionable  the  practice  of  pro- 
viding for  such  illegal  expenses  by  subscriptions  raised 
through  the  instrumentality  of  an  irresponsible  body  of  this 
nature. 

April  Election,  1880. 

At  the  April  election  the  organization  on  both  sides  was 
similar  to  tnat  at  the  election  in  May.  The  same  gentle- 
men acted  as  agents,  and  were  assisted  for  the  most  part 
bv  the  same  district  mana^rs.  The  expenditure  on  the 
Conservative  side  was  considerably  less,  although  the  con- 
test was  of  longer  duration  than  in  the  May  election,  while 
the  expenditure  on  the  Liberal  side  was  nearly  the  same, 
putting  aside  the  cost  of  the  assistance  from  Birmingham 
and  the  money  spent  in  colours  in  May. 

The  same  system  of  employment  prevailed  on  both  sides, 
though  not  to  the  same  extent  as  at  the  May  election,  and 
it  was  chiefly  conspicuous  in  the  same  districts.    We  find 
that  it  was  resorted  to  by  both  sides  as  a  means  of  influenc 
ng  votes. 
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^  The  total  number  of  perrons  employed  on  the  Conrerva- 
tive  side  in  the  April  election  was  about  800.  We  cannot 
sayhow  many  of  these  were  voters. 

The  total  number  employed  on  the  Liberal  side  was  365, 
of  whom  212  were  voters. 

^  Printed  matter  and  colours  were  distributed  on  both 
sides,  as  at  the  May  election,  with  the  same  objects,  though 
not  with  the  same  profusion  as  in  May.  The  colours  on  the 
Liberal  side  were  provided  in  a  great  measure  from  the 
stores  of  the  Liberal  Association. 

Breakfasts  were  Riven  on  both  sides  on  the  polling  da^, 
but  to  a  very  mucn  smaller  number  of  persons  than  m 
May. 

The  money  expended  on  the  Conservative  side  was  sup- 
plied as  follows : — 2,35o^.  Is.  by  Mr.  Hall  Imnself,  or  by 
Mr.  Evetts  from  the  brewery  ;  1,000?.  by  Colonel  Talbot 
Mid  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke  out  of  the  fund  already  men- 
tioned ;  and  the  remaining  596?.  by  local  agents. 

The  money  expended  on  the  Liberal  side  was  furnished 
by  the  candidates  in  equal  shares  from  their  own  private 
funds. 

There  was  some  show  of  rioting  at  the  April  election, 
which  led  to  the  assistance  of  additional  constables  heanx 
obtained  by  the  Police  Committee  from  Birmingham  ana 
other  towns  by  way  of  precaution  on  the  polling  day  in 
May. 

Conclusions. 

We  find  that  the  extent  to  which  the  sy;stem  of  employ- 
ment was  being  carried  at  the  elections  in  1874  and  1880 
was  not  known  at  the  time  to  any  of  the  candidates,  nor 
were  any  of  them  cognizant  of  any  corrupt  practice  being 
committed.  They  all  appear  to  have  placed  implicit  con- 
fidence in  their  a^nts,  and  to  have  left  the  management 
of  the  contests  entirely  in  their  hands. 

We  think,  however,  that  Mr.  Hall  ought,  in  common 
prudence,  to  have  informed  himself  in  1874  of  the  manner 
m  which  the  money  expended  on  his  behalf  in  the  contests 
of  that  year  had  baen  disposed  of.  If  he  had  examined 
the  publi^ed  returns,  he  would  have  become  aware  how 
large  a  sum  Mr.  Walsn  had  failed  to  account  for,  and  it 
would  have  been  his  duty  to  decline  to  entrust  the  con- 
duct of  any  future  election  to  that  gentleman. 

The  names  of  all  persons  whom  we  find  to  have  been 
guilty  of  corrupt  practices  at  the  last  four  elections  for 
the  Ci^  of  Oxford  will  be  found  in  the  schedules  annexed 
to  the  Kei>ort. 

But  it  is  necessary  to  observe  that  Schedules  IL  and 
IV.  do  not  bv  any  means  purport  to  contain  the  names  of 
all  who,  under  colour  of  payment  for  emplo3rment,  re- 
ceived monev  for  their  votes. 

So  far  as  tlie  employer  is  concerned,  it  is  comparatively 
easy  to  detect  bribery  under  colour  of  payment  for  ser- 
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vices ;  bat  when  the  inqoiry  is  directed  to  the  raotives 
And  knowledge  of  a  voter  who  has  been  employed,  it  is 
difQcult  to  decide  whether  he  has  accepted  the  em- 
ployment with  a  corrupt  intent.  The  character  of  the 
employment  and  the  namber  of  the  persons  employed 
may  be  such  as  necessarily  to  brint?  home  a  corrupt  intent 
to  the  employer;  but  it  by  no  means  follows  that  the 
persons  employed  have  cognizance  either  of  the  unneces- 
sary character  of  the  work  which  they  are  asked  to  do,  or 
the  number'of  persons  engaged  in  doing  it  along  with  them. 
We,  therefore,  did  not  pursue  this  inquiry  further  than 
was  necessary  for  verifying  the  accounts  laid  before  ua  by 
-the  several  district  agents,  for  testing  the  particulars  filed 
in  support  of  the  petition,  and  forming  an  approximate 
estimate  of  the  number  of  persons  employed. 

The  constituency  of  the  City  of  Oxford  is  not  in  our 
opinion  generally  corrupt.  There  is  very  little  direct 
buying  and  selling  of  votes ;  and  corruption  in  Oxford 
mostly  takes  the  form  of  colourable  employment.  Some 
money,  but  not  much,  has  been  expended  in  paying  voters 
for  their  loss  of  timt>,  and  in  treating.  The  number  of 
electors  open  to  these  corrupt  influences  has  been  estimated 
by  those  who  know  the  constituency  best  at  ab<tut  1,000. 
It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  owing  to  the  fact 
that  vury  few  members  of  the  Univei  sity  reside  at  Oxford 
during  more  than  half  the  year,  there  is  a  very  large  class 
of  persons  whose  ordinary  employment  is  not  continuous. 
These  men  were,  after  a  winter  of  great  distress,  sub- 
jected to  the  temptation  arising  from  the  expenditure  of 
unusually  large  sums  of  money  ;  for,  putting  aside  the 
returniog  officer's  charges,  about  7,500^.  was  spent  in  the 
April  election,  and  upwards  of  11,000^  in  the  May  elec- 
tion, in  a  constituency  numbering  6,166  ele^^tors. 

The  demoralized  condition  of  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
<K>nstituency  is  in  our  opinion  in  a  great  measure  due  to 
Mr.  Walsh,  Mr.  Calcutt.  and  Mr.  Wells. 

Mr.  Walsh,  who  has  had  the  management  on  the  Con- 
servative side  in  the  last  four  parliamentary  elections, 
admits  that  he  has  never  fought  a  pure  election  in  Oxford, 
and  that  with  reference  to  the  accounts  required  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  returning  officer,  he  has  never  fur- 
nished an  account  in  any  degree  approaching  accuracy. 
Mr.  Walsh's  method  of  proceeding  seems  to  have  been  to 
determine,  ii'st,  what  amount  of  expenditure  it  waspm- 
clent  to  account  for,  secondly,  how  that  amount  should  be 
accounted  for,  and  thirdly,  what  vouchers  should  be 
manufactured  for  that  purpose.  His  objects  were,  in  the 
first  place,  to  conceal  the  amount  expended  in  colourable 
employment  and  other  corrupt  practices,  and  all  other 
illegal  payments,  and,  secondly,  not  to  ble  any  vouchers 
which  would  furnish  the  other  side  with  the  means  of 
prosecuting  those  electors  who,  having  been  employed  for 
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reward  in  the  election,  had  nevertheless  Toted.  He, 
therefore,  retnmed  in  his  accoonts  only  a  very  small  part 
of  tbe  money  expended  in  the  payment  of  clerks,  messen- 
gers, an  1  other  persons,  and  none  of  that  spent  in  flags 
and  colours,  or  in  bringing  to  the  poll  voters  who  were 
away  from  Oxford,  or  ,in  paying  them  for  their  loss  of 
time  in  coming  to  vote  ;  and,  if  by  these  means  he  had 
rednced  the  apparent  expenditure  below  the  sum  he  had 
determined  to  account  for,  he  brought  it  up  again  to  that 
amount  by  fictitious  vouchers  for  payments  which  he  had 
never  made. 

Thus,  as  has  been  already  stated,  he  filed  with  his 
accounts  for  the  General  Election  of  1874,  three  receipts 
for  150^.  each  from  Mr.  Charles  Bishop  (now  Kegistrar  of 
the  County  Court),  Mr.  Francis  CrippSj  and  Mr.  Walter 
Poppercom,  in  allied  payment  for  their  services  as  l^jal 
agents,  when  in  fact  those  gentlemen  had  only  recei^d 
3&.  lOs.  each.  So,  again,  with  the  accounts  for  the 
Election  of  May,  1880,  Mr.  Walsh  filed  two  receipts,  one 
of  132Z.  10b.  from  Mr.  Frederick  Gregson,  and  one  of  2102. 
ftom.  Mr.  John  Ramsbotham,  an  electioneering  agent, 
from  Southport,  in  Lancashire,  when,  in  fact,  neither  of 
those  gentlemen  had  received  anything.  Mr.  Walsh  him- 
self also  filed  receipts  as  for  sums  paid  him  for  his  own 
services  in  the  General  Election  of  1874,  and  in  the  May 
Election  of  1880,  for  315^.  each, and  for  2102.  in  the  General 
Election  of  1880,  when,  in  fact,  he  had  received  in  the 
Ckneral  Election  of  1874  only  150^.,  and  in  the  others 
nothing  at  all.  We  cannot  but  express  our  surprise 
'tiiat  members  of  an  honourable  profession  should  have  been 
capable  of  lending  themselves  to  such  practices. 

The  nature  of  the  expenditure  was  sometimes  concealed 
by  taking  receipts  for  sums  alleged  to  have  been  paid  for 
^e  use  of  a  committee-room,  when  the  money  was  actually 
paid  for  flags  and  colours,  or  spent  in  colourable  employ- 
ment. 

In  order  to  conceal  tbe  fact  that  persons  had  voted  who 
had  been  emploved  for  reward,  receipts  were  filed  which 
hacl  been  signed  by  the  voter  in  a  fictitious  name,  or  the 
payments  made  to  a  voter  and  a  non-voter  were  lumped 
together,  and  a  receipt  for  the  whole  amount  taken  m>m 
the  non-voter.  In  the  last  election  even  this  artdflce  fell 
into  disuse,,  and  the  law  was  openly  disreg^uded,.  because 
there  was  a.  difi^ulty  in  getting  every  voter  who  came  to 
be  paid  to  bidng  a  nbn- voter  with  him  to  sign  the  receipt ; 
ana  no  receipts  at  all  were  filed  for  the  254  messengers, 
wh^ose  n^mes  y ere  allowed  to  appear  on  the  Accounts. 

'  Mt.  Wfeilbh's  ihode  of  making  out  his  accounts  will  be 
bedt  seen  by  compai^n^  the  subjoined  summary  trans- 
mitted by  him  to  the  returning  officer  with  the  actual  ex- 
pendittire. 
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Mr.  Walsh's  smmnary  is  as  follows  :— 

Returning  officer  ^ 

Printing,  advertising  and  stationery 

Bill  posting       -  -  .       ' 

Committee  rooms 

Vdiiicles  within  the  City 

Clerks    -  -  -  - 


Street  hsts        .  .  .  . 

Agents  -  -  -  -  - 

Greneral  payment  for  cab  hire  and  ex- 
penses -  -  .  . 
Telegrams,  postage,  &  receipt  stamps 


£   8. 

d. 

185  19 

0 

681  1 

8 

93  15 

0 

391  5 

0 

466  0 

6 

551  12 

6 

471  16 

6 

67  15 

0 

657  10 

0 

22  7 

6 

21  10 

0 

3,610  12    8 


This  summary,  when  classified  in  the  mode  we  h 
adopted,  gives  the  following  result : — 

£    B.  d. 

Committee  rooms         -           -           -    391    5  0 

Canvassers,  clerks,  and  messengers    - 1,023    9  0 

Printing  and  advertising         -           -    774  16  8 

Conveyances     -           -           -           -    466    0  6 

Miscellaneous    :           -           -           -      43  17  6 

Fictitious  items  (street  lists  &  agency)  725    5  0 


3,424  13    8 
Returning  officer        -  -  -      185  19    0 


3,610  12    8 


Mr.  Wells  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  elections  in 
Oxford  for  a  considerable  time.  In  1874  he  contested  the 
North  Ward  at  a  cost  of  1002.,  and  he  has  spent  an  indefi- 
nite sum  in  support  of  other  candidates  at  municipid 
elections.  This  outlay  was  not  confined  to  election  times, 
but  has,  he  says,  been  a  continual  drain  upon  his  re- 
sources dining  the  intervals.  Persons  out  of  employment 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  applying  to  him  for  relief,  which 
he  never  refused  if  he  had  anytning  to  give.  He  thus 
acquired  great  influence  und  i)opularity,  and  it  became 
important  to  secure  his  assistance  at  Parliamentary 
elections. 

In  the  parliamentary  elections  of  1874  he  expended 
£200 ;  ol  which  only  £20  was  repaid  to  him.  This  money 
was  spent  in  the  colourable  employment  of  voters  as  derkB 
and  messengers,  some  of  whom  were  paid  act  only  during 
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At  the  8ame  election  Mr.  Bockell  hired  14  hooees,  tiie 
occupiers  of  which  were  nearly  all  voters,  for  bill-posting 
stations,  upon  the  terms  of  an  agreement  which  he  had  pre- 
pared in  the  following  form : 

"  Understanding  that  yonr  posting  bills  are  pulled  down 
or  meddled  witii  in  the  neifffabonrhood,  I  agree,  at  your 
request,  to  grant  you  until  the  city  election  is  over,  the  use 
of  a  window  in  the  ground  floor  of  my  house  upon  which  to 
^U^e  your  bills,  on  receiving,  as  rent  for  the  permissionj 
aOs.  per  week ;  and  I  give  you  and  your  friends  leave  and 
license  to  enter  my  premises  to  effect  your  object  at  all  rea- 
sonable times." 

At  the  election  in  Ma]r  Mr.  Buckell  hired  only  two 
rooms  as  bill-posting  stations ;  but  as  Secretaiy  to  the 
Liberal  Association  he  authorised  the  expenditure  of  con- 
siderable sums  of  money  in  flags  and  in  employment,  and 
he  was  fully  aware  of  the  large  number  of  bresJdasts 
which  were  provided,  and  he  ordered  breakfasts  himself 
for  240  persons,  the  cost  of  which  was  not  included  in  the 
filed  returns. 

At  several  of  his  committee  rooms  no  work  appears  to 
have  been  done,  and  at  others  the  work  done  was  next  to 
nothing,  and  the  payments  in  respect  of  such  rooms  were 
corruptly  made.  He  also  paid  some  of  the  meraengers 
employed  by  him  at  the  rate  of  7s.  6d.  per  day  instead  of 
the  usual  rate  of  5s. 

An  opinion  has  been  expressed  before  us  that  the  free- 
men constitute  the  most  corrupt  element  in  the  constitu- 
ency^ but  we  find  there  is  no  foundation  in  fact  for  this 
opinion. 

It  was  asserted  that  the  magistrates  of  the  cit}r  have 
been  actuated  by  political  bias  in  the  administration  of 
justice ;  that  a  fund  which  exists  in  the  city,  known  as 
the  Freemen's  Fund,  has  been  administered  with  a  like 
partiality  ;  that  the  parliamentary  register  has  been  kept 
with  a  bias  in  favour  of  the  Liberal  party,  and  that  the 
presiding  officers  in  the  polling  bootns  aid  not  behalf^ 
fairly  ;  but  we  find  that  there  is  no  evidence  in  support  of 
any  of  these  assertions 

It  was  suggested  that  as  the  ballot  papers  and  packets 
relating  to  tne  election  in  May  1880  were  not  sent  to  Lon* 
don  immediately  after  the  declaration  of  tiie  poll  on  the 
night  of  Saturday,  the  8th  of  May,  but  detained  in 
Oxford  until  the  following  Monday,  the  opix>rtunity  was 
taken  of  improperly  examining  the  pax>ers  and  comfMriiig 
them  with  the  counterfoils,  in  order  to  ascertain  bow  paz<- 
^ular  electors  had  voted.  But  after  full  enquiry  we  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  no  grouiid  for  the 
suggestion.  At  the  same  time  we  think  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  envelopes  in  which  the  counterfoils  were  enclosed 
were  not  all  sealed  as  directed  by  Rule  29  of  the  F^st 
Schedule  to  the  Ballot  Act,  1872,  and  ih&i  the  boxes  wem 
not  forwarded  to  London  by  the  first  post  ^fterthe  coiat^' 
ing  was  completed  and  the  poll  declared. 
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Upon  ooDsidaration  of  all  the  evidenoe  before  us,  we 
find- 

(1)  That  corrupt  practices  were  not  committed  at  the 

election  in  1868 ; 

(2)  That  corrupt  practices  were  committed  at   the 

election  in  February  1874,  by  way  of  the  payment 
of  money  to  voters  as  herein  mentioned ; 

(3)  That  corrupt  practices  extensively  prevailed  at  the 
election  in  March  1874,  by  way  of  payment  of 
money  to  voters  as  herein  mentioned ; 

(4)  That  corrupt  practices  extensively  prevailed  at  the 

election  in  April   1880,  by  way  of  payment  of 
money  to  voters  as  herein  mentioned ; 

(5)  That  corrupt  practices  extensively  prevailed  at  the 

election  in   May  1880,  by  way  of   payment  of 
money  to  voters  as  herein  mentioned  ; 

(6)  That  the  several  persons  named  in  the  schedules 

annexed  to  this  our  Report  were  guilty  of  corrupt 
practices  as  therein  respectively  mentioned. 

The  following^  persons  named   in  the  schedules  are 
members  of  the  Town  Council  of  Oxford,  viz.: — 

Robert  Buckell. 
John  Galcutt. 
George  William  Cooper. 
William  Evetts. 
Thomas  Wells. 

The   following  persons  named  in   the  schedules  are 
magistrates  of  the  city  of  Oxford,  viz. : — 

John  Calcutt. 
John  Juggins. 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones  Bickerton  has  since  the  election  in 
May  been  appointed  Town  Clerk  of  Oxford. 

^  All  of  which  we  humbly  submit  to  Your  Majesty*s  con- 
sideration, together  with  the  evidence  given  before  us, 
which  is  appended  to  this  our  Report. 

LEWIS  WM.  CAVE. 
HUGH  COWIE. 
EDWARD  RIDLEY. 
The  Temple,  April  5th,  188L 

SCHEDULE  I. 

Peraons  OiUUy  of    Corrupt  Practicea  in  respect  of  the 

Votes  of  others  <U  the  Election  in  May,  1880. 

(Those  to  whose  names  an  asterisk  is  prefixed  were  guilty  of 

treating  unly.) 

Annetts,  George  Henry,  Clerk  to  Mr.  Bickerfcoo. 
Anstey,  William  Jones,  Cowley  Roftd,  Farrier. 
Bacon,  Frederick,  James  Street,  St.  Clement's. 
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Ballard,  Benjaoiio,  Abingdon,  Ironfoiinder. 

Barney,  Tom,  Church  Street,  New  HinckBej',  Shopman. 

Barrett,  Groorge,  Canal  Street,  Jericho. 

*Beath,  Tbomae,  Innkeeper,  *' Royal  Oak,"  St.Clement'8. 

Bedford,  Thomas  William,  Little  Clarendon  Street. 

Beesley,  Geoffrey,  Medley  Lock,  Boat-bailder. 

Bellamy,  Montague,  Wellington  Spnare,  Bookbinder. 

Bennett,  Benjamin,  Walton  Crescent,  Dyer. 

Best,  William,  Kewley  Boad,  ILurdreaser. 

Bickerton,  Joseph  Jones,  Solicitor. 

Boddington,  Thomas,  Magdalen  Boad,  Grocer. 

Bossom,  Alfred,  29,  Cardi^^an  Street,  Carpenter. 

Bonlter,  William,  Innkeeper,  "Fir  Tree"  Taveruw 

Bowell,  Charles,  Cranham  Street. 

Brooks,  Edwin,  Tailor  and  Draper,  St.  Giles' Street,  West 

Bndcell,  Robert,  Secretary  to  the  Liberal  Hall  Company ; 

and  the  Oxford  Reform  Club. 
Bull,  William,  Taik»r,  Geoige  Street. 
Bnsby,  Williaim,  Steward  of  the  Oxford  Reform  Club. 
CaJoutt,  John,  Summer  town. 
Carr,  Edward,  Painter,  Dale  S  f reet. 
Churms,  John  Samuel,  Assistant  Librarian  at  Magdalen 

College. 
'Comptun,  James,  St.  Aldate*8,  Accountant. 
Coopf>r,  Greoige  William,  55,  High  Street,  St.  Thomas, 

Grocer. 
Cox,  Henry,  Auctioneer. 
Dayman,  Gorden,  Solicitor. 
Dodd,  Charles,  Bear  Lane. 

Draper,  Joseph,  Clerk  to  MesBrs.  Dayman  and  Walsh 
Dumbleton,  John,  Worcester  Terrace,  Grocer. 
Edmonds,  Henry,  Cranham  Terrace,  Shopman. 
English,  William,  Bridge  Street,  Osney. 
Evans,  William,  Bootmiaker,  Jericho. 
Evetts,  William,  Brewer. 
Gardener,  Edward,  High  Street,  Innkeeper. 
Goddard,  George,  Bookbinder. 
Green,  Thomas  Bowden,  Secretary. 
Gregson,  Frederick,  Bampton,  Solicitor. 
Gynes,  Joseph  Henry.  Thomas  Street,  Printer. 
Hall,  Henry,  Lieut. -Col.  of  Volunteers. 
Hall,  Daniel  George,  Observatory  Street,  Brewer. 
Hastings,  Charlen,  George  Street,  Saddler. 
Hicks,  Joseph,  15,  AJbert  Street,  Tailor. 
Howard,  Heniv. 
Ives,  Henry,  Sheriff's  Officer. 
*Kemp,  Frank,  "Hatoouit  Arms,"  Cranham  Terrace, 

Inkeeper. 
King,  w.  Padburr,  Heyford. 
Linnell,  Charles,  Commercial  Traveller. 
Lynes,   James  John,   "  White  .•  Hart,"    Com  Market, 

Publican. 
Mabbatt,  Charles,  45a,  Great  Clarendon  Street. 
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liartin,  Charles,  late  Secretary,  Junior  Carlton  Club. 

Matthews,  William,  49,  High  Street,  St.  Clement's,  Shoe- 
maker. 

Moore,  Charles,  Blackfriars  Boad. 

Newport,  sen.,  Henry,  Great  Clarendon  Street,  Agent 
and  Collector  of  Bents. 

*Nobb8.  Walter,  Jericho,  Mason  and  Innkeeper. 

Owen,  William,  Solicitor's  Clerk. 

Payne,  Nathaniel  Cross,  28  and  29,  Little  Clarendon 
Street. 

Peedel,  Stephen,  5,  Canal  Street,  Innkeeper. 

Pegler,  Charles,  alias  Matthews. 

Plowman,  William. 

Ramsbotham,  John,  Southport,  Lancashire. 

Savage,  Albert,  St.  Clement's,  Upholsterer. 

Savage,  William,  Butler,  University  College. 

*Saxton,  Stephen,  **Bed  Lion,"  Summertown,  Shoeing 
and  Jobbing  Smith. 

Shelton,  Thomas,  Museum  Street,  Cabinet  Maker. 

Sims,  Joseph,  11,  Cardigan  Street,  Beerkouse  Keeper. 

*Simms,  Tnomas,  Summertown,  Faggot  Maker. 

Smith,  Albert,  "  Queen,"  Cowley  Road,  Innkeeper. 

Spokes,  Thomas,  Cab  Proprietor. 

Tanner,  Thomas,  "  Welsh  Pony,"  Innkeeper. 

""Taylor,  David,  Summertown,^*  Rose  and  Crown,"  George 
Street. 

Thomas,  Robert,  Stanley  Road,  Private  Tutor. 

Turner,  Henry,  Lay  Clerk,  St.  John's  College. 

Walsh,  Percival  Lewis,  Solicitor. 

Ward,  Arthur  Ernest,  9,  Bevington  Road,  Solicitor. 
.  Ward,  Henry,  7,  Littlegate  Street,  Butcher. 

Webb,  George,  Carpenter  and  Joiner. 

WeUs,  Thomas,  Manciple,  Brasenose  College. 

Weller,  John,  Cross  Street,  Shopkeeper. 

West,  George,  "  Horse  and  Groom, '^  St*  Ebbe's. 

Wheeler,  Thomas,  Norfolk  Street,  St.  Ebbe's,  Coal  Mer- 
chant. 

Woodward,  William,  225,  Cowley  Road,  (S-rocer. 

Young,  George,  Retired  Builder  and  Contactor. 

SCHEDULE  II. 

Ptnona  guHUy  of  Corrupt  Practices  in  respact  of  their 

own  Votes  at  the  Election  in  May  1880. 

Allen,  James,  Wheelwright,  9,  Russell  Street,  Mill  Street. 
Allen,  Richard,  Carpenter,  Ficiher  Row,  St.  Thomas's. 
Beesley,  James,  Waterman,  11,  Upper  Fisher  Row. 
Beesley,  Samuel,  Upper  Fisher  Row. 
Bowel  1,  Juhn,  Furniture  Mover. 

Brooks,  Frederick,  Railway  Porter,  Hythe  Bridge  Street. 
Bruce,  Walter,  19,  Albert  Street,  Jericho. 
Buckland,  Thomas,  Castle  Street. 
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Cooper,  John,   Railway   Servant,   West   Cocit,  Little 
Clarendon  Street. 

Oostar,  John,  Shoemaker  (late  of  Church  Street). 

Covey,  Samuel,  Eyrci^s  Yard,  High  Street,  St.  Thomas's. 

Davis,  Henry,  fieadington  Quanry,  Tailor. 

Deacon,  James,  Friar  Street,  St.Ebbe*«,  Carpenter. 

Debanks,  William,  ''  Lamb  and  Flag"  Yard. 

Dell,  John,  16.  Paradise  Street. 

Dnnsby,  Robert,  11,  Wyatt*8  Road,lSt  Aldate's,- Shoe- 
maker. 

Fathers,  David,  4,  Union  Street,  Jeri^o,  Carver  and 
Cleaner. 

G-ardiner.  William,  39,  Cardigan  Street,  Shoemaker. 

Gray,  William  Henry,  Oxford  Gas  Works,  Pniifier. 

Hamlet^ohn,  3,  Canal  Street,  Nurse. 

Harris,  Heniy,  43,  Church  Street. 

Haynes,  Arthur  (liftte  of  Church  Street,  St.  Ebbe!s). 

Hedges,  Frank,  13,  St.  Ebbe's  Street. 

Hedges,  George,  1,  New  Road,  Decorator. 

Higginson,  John,  1,  Canal  Street,  Jericho. 

Hiles,  Thomas,  27,  Bridge  Street,  Osney,  Telegraph  Line 
man. 

Hill,  John  JC!hurch  Street,  St.  Ebbe's,  Labourer. 

Howkins,  William,  Hythe  Bridge  Street,  Coal  Meichant. 

Johnson,  Alfred,  Charles  Street,  Carpenter. 

Johnson,  Samuel,  Iron  Fitter. 

Jones,  John,  38,  Nelson  Street,  Plasterw. 

Kempson,  Heniv,  Cowley  Road,  Butcher  and  Greengrocer. 

Long,  William,  Nelson  Street,  Gasfitter. 

Mallett,  senior,  John,  Hincksey,  General  Dealer. 

MillB,  George,  Plumber  and  Glazier. 

Mitchell,  William,  Cardipm  Street,  Plasterer. 

Packf  ord,  William,  Bullmgdon  Road,  Tailor. 

Passant,  Albert,  32,  Wellii^ton  Street. 

Powell,  Thomas  Edwin,  "  Doe  Tray,*'  Innkeeper. 

Purser,  George,  4,  Rewley  Road,  Gloooester  Green,  Gilder 
and  PubUcan. 

Rawlings,  Henry,  Radcliffe  Road,  St.  Giles. 

Savin,  John,  Woodstock  Road,  Foreman. 

Scott,    Robert,   London,    Engine   Driver,  London  and 
North-western  Railway. 

Sheasby,  John,  Mill  Street,  St.  Thomas's. 

Smith,  George,  17,  Cardigan  Steeet,  Furniture  Porter. 

Smith,  John,  Hincksev,  Stonesawyer. 

Stone,  Thomas,  Wheelwright. 

Surrage,  Henry,  Van  Diem&n's  Lane,  Ashinan. 

Surrage,  James,  61,  Friar  Street,  Ash  Collector. 

Tinuns,  Samuel,  20,  Bridport  Sfareet,  Tailor. 

TeUv,  William,  5,  Albert  Street. 

Waue,  George,  58,  Bridge  Street,  Osney.  Cabman. 

Walker,  Frederii^,  Woodstock  Road,  Shoemaker. 

Whip,  Charles,  16,  Victor  Street. 

Whitehead,  Josiah,  33,  Castle  Street. 
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SCHEDULE  III. 

Persons  guiUy  of  Corrupt  Practices  in  respect  of  the  Votes 
of  others  at  the  Election  in  April,  1880. 

AnnettR,  Geors^  Henry,  Clerk  to  Mr.  Bickerton. 

Anstey,  William  Jones,  Cowley  Koad.  Earrier. 

Bacon,  Eiederick^  James  Street,  St.  Clement's. 

Bennett,  Benjamm,  Walton  Crescent,  Dyer. 

Bickerton,  Joseph  Jones,  Solicitor. 

Buckell,  Kobert,  Secretary  to  the  Liberal  Hall  Company ; 
and  the  Oxford  Keform  Club. 

Carr,  ilfidward,  Dale  Street,  Painter. 

Churms,  John  Samuel,  Assistant  Librarian  at  Magdalen 
College. 

Cooper,  George  William,  55,  High  Street,  St.  Thomas, 
Grocer. 

Draper,  Jos^h,  Clerk  to  Messrs.  Dayman  and  Walsh. 

Evetts,  Wilham,  Brewer. 

Gregson,  Erederiok,  ^olicitoi,  Bampton. 

Gynes,  Joseph  Henry,  Thames  Street,  Printer. 
Juggins,  John,  13,  High  Street,  Tailor  and  Hatter. 
Mabbatt,  Charles,  4oa,  Great  Clarendon  Street. 
Matthews,    William,  49,    High    Street,   St.   Clement's, 

Shoemaker. 
Newport,  senior,  Henry,  Great  Clarendon  Street,  Agent 

and  Collector  of  Rents. 
Owen,  William,  Solicitor's  Clerk. 
Payne,    Nathaniel  Cross,  28  and  29,  Little  Clarendon 

Street. 
Plowman,  William. 

Thomas,  Robert,  Stanley  Road,  Private  Tutor. 
Turner,  Harry,  Lay  Clerk,  St.  John's  College. 
Walsh,  Percival  Lewis,  Solicitor. 
Ward,  Arthur  Ernest,  9,  Bevington  Road,  Solicitor. 
Webb,  George,  Carpenter  and  Joiner. 
Wells,  Thomas,  Manciple,  Brasenose  College. 


SCHEDULE  IV. 

Persons  guUty  of  Corrupt  Practices  in  respect  of  their 
own  Votes  at  tlie  Election  in  April,  1880. 

Bowell,  John,  Furniture  Mover. 

Costar,  John,  Shoemaker  (late  of  Church  Street). 

Covey;  Samuel,  Ayre'a  Yard,  High  Street,  St.  Thomas's. 

Debanka,  William,  Lamb  and  Flag  Yard. 

Dell,  John,  16,  Paradise  Street. 

Harris,  Henry,  43,  Church  Street. 

Hedges,  Frank,  13,  St.  Ebbe's  Street. 

Hedges,  George,  1,  New  Road,  Decorator. 

Hill,  John,  Church  Street,  St.  Ebbe's,  Labourer. 
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Kerapson,  Henry,  Cowley  Road,  Batcher  and  Green- 
grocer. 

Poirell,  Thomas  Edwin,  "  Dog  Tray,**  Innkeeper. 

Purser,  George,  4  Kewley  road,  Gloucester  Green,  Gilder 
and  Publican. 

Stone,  Thomas,  Wheelwright. 

Tubby,  Samuel,  57,  High  Street,  St.  Thomae. 

Whitehead,  Josiah,  33,  Castle  Street. 


SCHEDULE  V. 

Persons  OuiUy  of  Corrupt  Practices  in  respect  of  the 

Votes  of  others  at  ike  Ekdion  in  March,  1874. 

Calcutt,  John,  Summertown. 

Goodson,  William,  Ship  Hotel,  Innkeeper. 

Jnggins,  John,  Tailor  and  Hatter. 

Payne,  Nathaniel  Cross,  28,  Little  Clarendon  Street. 

Walsh,  Percival  Lewis,  Solicitor. 

Wells,  ThonuM,  Manciple,  Brasenoee  College. 


SCHEDULE  VL 

Persons  QwUy  of  Corrupt  Practices  in  respect  of  (he 
Votes  of  others  ai  the  Election  in  February,  1874. 

Oalcntt,  John,  Summertown. 

Juggins,  John,  Tailor  and  Hatter. 

Walsh,  Percival  Lewis,  Solicitor. 

Wells,  Thomas,  Maiiciple,  Brasenose  CoU^e. 


•    • 
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